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EditorialEditorial

In Kilkenny, Yearbook forewords will always be relatively easy to write. Even
in the leaner years, comparatively speaking, there is much to contemplate
with gratification. Last year - a year in which Kilkenny won a National League
title,  All Ireland Club Titles in Senior and Junior, Leinster titles in Senior
and U21 hurling not to mention a Minor and All Ireland Club title in Camogie
- I found myself writing “ Yes, Kilkenny have had a reasonable year; no more,
no less.”
Such is the expectation of the GAA punter in the Marble County. Such are
the standards we set for ourselves. What would most counties give to have
half that much silverware in the cabinet in the hungry winter months
approaching Christmas? 
So what of 2006? 
A good year! The black and amber, squirrel-like, have accumulated a handsome
hoard to tide us through to the spring of 2007 - McCarthy is once again by
the Nore after a magnificent campaign by Brian Cody and his men of iron who
also collected the Walsh and NHL trophies to add to the swag. Not to be out-
done, the Under 21’s pitched in with the Cross of Cahel after some inspiring
performances while our Minors and Intermediates could hardly have come clos-
er to taking the ultimate honours inn their grades. Add to that Dicksboro’s
inspiring All Ireland IH Club performance, two underage Camogie titles and
yet another clean sweep by St Lachtain’s girls, while, as we speak, Ballyhale
Shamrocks and Danesfort have already begun their repective assaults on
2007 glory... 
Yes, a good year, and it is our pleasant task to attempt to record those stir-
ring exploits herein as well as to cover the regular county competitions, the
bread and butter of the organisation in Kilkenny. I hope we have succeeded in
telling the tale, and, if we have, it is due to the efforts and contributions of
many people whom I must sincerely thank.
Thanks to our professionals, particularly GAA Correspondents, Enda McEvoy
(Sunday Tribune), Jim O’Sullivan (Examiner), Cian Murphy (The Star) and
Trevor Spillane (Kilkenny People). Many thanks to our photographers, Eoin
Hennessy, Ray McManus and his Sportsfile team, to John McIlwaine, Charlie
Maher and all the other photographers who have produced pictures for us.
Buíochas too, to our own regular subscribers and club scribes. Thanks, too, to
our oiwn hard-working committee for their annual endeavours.
I wish to express our sincere gratitude to all our advertisers, and ask you to
support them in their businesses whenever possible.

Nollaig shona d’ár léitheoirí uilig agus go néirí leo sa bhliain atá romhainn. 

Go mbeirimíd beo.

Barrie Henriques

EEddiittoorr..
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As Chairman of Kilkenny Co Board it is my great pleasure to welcome the
publication of the 2006 Year Book which reviews the activity and achieve-
ments of club and county teams at all levels throughout the year.

Pride of place in any review of this year must go to our County Senior hurling
team who remained unbeaten in all competitions on their way to winning our
29th All Ireland title. The wonderful team performance in that final will live
long in the memory of all who saw it, as will the sight  at the conclusion of the
game of thousands of Kilkenny supporters pouring on to the pitch in Croke
Park in an unusual for them public display of emotion as they sought to
acclaim their heroes. Congratulations and sincerest thanks to all the players
and to our team management on their outstanding achievements.
The selection of H enry Shefflin and James Cha Fitzpatrick as Player and

Young Player of the year respectively was well deserved and a remarkable
honour for their club Ballyhale Shamrocks.Congraulations to them both and
to JJ Delaney Tommy Walsh Eddie Brennan and Martin Comerford on
their selection on this years All Stars team.

The character, skill and commitment displayed by our under twenty one
team on the way to winning there All Ireland title surely bodes well for the
future. After impressive displays along the way the found themselves three
points behind and a player short in added time in the All Ireland final  in
Croke Park but somehow managed to conjure a priceless goal to earn a sec-
ond chance. They made the most of this reprieve in the replay played before
a huge Saturday afternoon attendance in Thurles and emerged deserving
winners after a game of remarkable intensity. Congratulations and well
done to all the players and to the team management on this great success.

In the Intermediate grade we   witnessed the other side of the luck coin. In
the All Ireland final we led by three points going into the final minutes of the
game. On this occasion it was ourselves who conceded a late goal to send the
game into extra time and as so often happens in such cases the pendulum
swung completely the other way during the additional time and so we were
once again denied a victory in this grade. Thanks to all the players and team
management for  all their efforts.

Our minor team regained the Leinster title with a somewhat facile victory in
the Provincial decider thus qualifying for the All Ireland semi final where
they put themselves in a very strong position to win as the game entered the
final ten minutes. Unfortunately we were unable to close out the game and
were defeated by a single point.  Sincere thanks to all the players and to the
team management for their hard work which will undoubtedly pay dividends
in the years ahead.

The importance of the financial contribution by our team sponsors Glanbia
Plc cannot be overstated and is vital to the proper preparation of all our
teams. The bar in this regard continues to be raised year on year and I look
forward to our association with Glanbia and the Avonmore brand continuing
in the years ahead.

Likewise I wish to acknowledge the support and friendship of our
Supporters Club here in Kilkenny and our branches in Dublin and Kildare.
Their financial contribution to all teams is   now very much an integral part of
maintaining the standards that we aspire to provide for our teams. Over the
past sixteen years they have provided tens of thousands of euros towards
the preparations of all our teams. The return on this investment is there for
all to see.

Our county football team again competed in three competitions the O’Byrne
and Tommy Murphy cups as well as the Leinster Junior C,Ship unfortunate-

ly  despite the best efforts of all involved victory eluded us
in all three. Our minor team was more successful win-
ning three games in the Leinster league prior to suffering defeat in the
Championship. With the National Football League reverting to four groups of
eight in 2008 pressure will be on us to re-enter it at that stage.

Kilkenny handball enjoyed another very successful season in both national
and international competitions. We extend our congratulations to all players
who won World and All Ireland titles.

The achievements of our camogie under 16 and 18 teams in winning their
respective All Ireland championships together with the St Lactains of
Freshford wonderful three in a row success in the All Ireland club champi-
onship is a sure sign that Camogie  is  very much on the up in the county  and
that the long awaited return of the O Duffy cup is now very much on the
cards.

Ladies football continues to develop with the numbers playing the game
increasing all the time. Success at inter county level would provide a tremen-
dous boost to those who are working so hard for the promotion of the 
Game.

Once again our Co Championships provided us with some wonderful games
in all grades with the standard on view at least on a par with the best in mod-
ern times.Ballyhale Shamrocks regained the senior title  by defeating O
Loughlin Gaels in an outstanding Co Final which was played in a spirit that
reflected well on both teams and their mentors.Mullinavat  fully justified the
favourites tag in the Intermediate Final  defeating Clara while Danesfort
ended a seventy six year  drought by winning the junior Crown just edging
out a gallant Tullogher-Rosbercon team in an absolutely thrilling Final. In
football there was success for Erin’s Own Castlecomer in the senior final with
St Lactains winning the Intermediate crown with Danesfort completing the
double at junior. 
Early in the year Dicksboro created their own piece of history by winning the
Intermediate club All Ireland final while at the end of the season Ballyhale
Shamrocks regained the Leinster club title and hopefully Danesfort will cap-
ture the provincial junior  title when that final is refixed..

Kilkenny Co Board again expresses its thanks to St Canices Credit Union,
Joe Coogan Auctioneers, JJ Kavanagh and sons, Iverk Produce, ML Lyng
Motors the Citroen Honda Centre and Duggan Steel for their very generous
sponsorship of all our championships.

The joy felt by all involved in the GAA in Kilkenny at the end of a most suc-
cessful year was severely tempered by the unexpected death of our popular
County Treasurer Dick Dunphy. Dick came from a family steeped in the best
traditions of our Association and devoted a huge part of his life to serving it
both as a player and as an administrator at club and county level Ar dheis
De gur raibh a anam dhilis.

In conclusion I wish to again compliment our Year Book Committee on
another wonderful production making this publication a must have for all
Kilkenny people. To Pat Henderson Chairman Barry Henriques Editor,
Gerry O Neill and all who have contributed I extend sincere thanks.

Eamonn O Coinn,  
Cathaoirleach Coiste Contae Cill Chainnigh.

Kilkenny GAA Yearbook Committee greatly appreciates the generous support of our Advertisers, without whose faithful
sponsorship, this publication would never see the light of day. We earnestly urge our readers to support them 

at every possible opportunity.
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PARTof the post mortem centering round the County Final last
year concerned the losers, Ballyhale Shamrocks, and their
inability to clip the wings of the reigning Champions, James
Stephens. Even their most critical supporters muttered sounds
of discontent, expressions of hope rather than confidence. 
Ballyhale Shamrocks had stormed towards Nowlan Park on
County Final day, having totally demoralised every outfit they
came in contact with. 
They were better than an even-money chance to beat the
Village and win their first Tom Walsh cup in fourteen years. 
It was not to be. Their big guns were but damp squibs, their
stars didn’t even flicker. In Shamrock-speak, 2005 was their
anno horribilis. 
What a turn round 2006 has proved to be for the fortunes of
the Ballyhale outfit. 
The first round of the League kicked in around the second
week-end of May. 
Seven days previously, Kilkenny had successfully, yet again,
collected the Allianz National League title. The stars of the
day, Shefflin, Mullally, Tennyson, Fitzpatrick, Comerford,
Larkin, and Fennelly were talking “Club”, some ten minutes
after finishing their post-match meal in Thurles. 
There were some tasty opening appetisers. Erin’s Own were
to face O’Loughlin Gaels, upon which hinged the hopes of the
Castlecomer club. A win here, and they were off. They didn’t
realise their ambitions, having to be satisfied with a share of
the spoils. James Stephens, the reigning champions were flat-
tered to beat a gallant St Martin’s by a 3-13 to 1-12 scoreline.
Carrickshock got the better of near neighbours, Dunamaggin,
by the odd point in twenty five. Noel Hickey was back, thank-

fully, and hurling up a storm. a photograph of a charging
James Ryall against the Fenians, posted the early intentions
of the Graig Ballycallan contingent. They won- comfortably. A
wonderful display by DJ Carey (scoring 2-5), helped Young
Irelands get out of traps against a moderate Tullaroan. And
then there was the Shamrocks outfit, pitted against the pro-
moted Dicksboro. This was danger territory for the Shamrocks
lads, as expectations were that they should win with some to
spare. They won by 2-15 to 0-13, but some were uncon-
vinced. 
You’re damned if you do etc. etc. 
The second round came seven days later. After this round, a
pattern was being forged. 
Atop Group 1, Carrickshock, after their second win 0-18 to 2-8
win over Young Irelands, were out in front. Just behind on
three points, after a draw against Dunamaggin, were Graig
Ballycallan. It was a similar story in group 2, where the
Shamrocks had struck the front with maximum points from
their opening two games. They had an 0-14 to 1-7 win over
O’Loughlins. Surprisingly Erin’s Own were on three points fol-
lowing a fine win over neighbours, St Martin’s, (0-13 to 0-10).
The Fenians 3-18 gave the exhibition of their lives by wallop-
ping Tullaroan, 2-9, while Dicksboro got their first brace of
senior points by beating James Stephens by 0-16 to 1-11. 
People with money to bet, were keeping a beady eye on the
progress of the Fenians!
Henry Shefflin collected yet another Player fo the Month
Award. James Ryall was flattened by a mysterious muscle ail-
ment. The prognosis was not good. 
We hadn’t cleared the month of May, when serious things
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Shamrocks turn it around!
Ballyhale regain the title after fifteen years

County SH Championship Report by Barrie Henriques
Photos Eoin Hennessy

BBaallllyyhhaallee  SShhaammrroocckkss;;  KKiillkkeennnnyy  SSeenniioorr  HHuurrlliinngg  CChhaammppiioonnss  22000066..
BBaacckk: James Walsh, Keith Murphy, Willie Coogan, TJ O’Farrell, Donnchadh Fitzpatrick, Colin Fennelly, Ger Fennelly, Tom Coogan (capt), Mickey Carroll.
MMiiddddllee: Liam Grant, Anthony Walsh, Michael Dermody, Eamonn Fitzpatrick, Bob Aylward, TJ Reid, Eamon Walsh, James Connolly, Aidan Cummins, David Hoyne.
FFrroonntt: Paul Shefflin, Henry Shefflin, Paddy Reid, Michael Fennelly, Mark Aylward, Eoin Reid, James ‘Cha’ Fitzpatrick, Keith Nolan, Padraig Holden.
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were starting to pile up. 
Richie Power went down with a leg
injury. It was causing anxiety in more
places than in Carrickshock. 
A warm, fine June arrived. DJ and BC
were talking about futures - not the
investment kind. Nothing was decided. 
The hurling continued apace. 

Eoin Larkin and James Stephens
dumped Shamrocks on their elegent
posteriors with a smashing 3-13 to 1-14
win. The Village were not a spent force -
not by a long shot. Gowran walloped
Graig Ballycallan by an even bigger
margin - 3-17 to 0-11. DJ Carey fired
home 1-10. The rest of the results really
made a mess of punditry. Fenians beat
Dunamaggin by a whopping 2-5, while
St Martin’s had two points to spare over
O’Loughlins. Tullaroan (1-14) surprising-
ly nailed Carrickshock (1-9), while
Dicksboro (2-14) carried too much pow-
der for Erin’s Own (2-9). 
The Kilkenny People of June 9th carried
two pieces of information that were of
interest to all. 
The greatest Kilkenny hurler of all time
in many people’s opinion,announced his
retirement. The plaudits swarmed all
over the paper. Comparisons were
made. Extraordinary achievements were
underlined, but the end of a glittering
career had arrived, and hurling was the
poorer. 
Kilkenny were to meet Westmeath in the
first round of the Championship in
Mullingar.  
It was easy enough for the cats in
Cusack Park. Their wagon had started
to roll. 
The final round of matches saw a re-
vamp of the League tables.

Carrickshock were fired from the top of
Group 1 by a rampant Fenians, while
Ballyhale Shamrocks consolidated at
the top of their group. O’Loughlins and
James Stephens ended up on level
terms, 2-15 a piece. There was another
draw between Tullaroan and
Dunamaggin, while Dicksboro account-
ed for St Martin’s in a 3-15 to 1-14
thriller. Graig Ballycallan 0-12 beat
Carrickshock 1-7. 
A lull in club proceedings mid July gave
people a chance to take a holiday, to re-
discover ther children, to map out the
plan from there. 
Kilkenny took care of the Galway chal-
lenge in a frantic display in Thurles.
They led by seventeen points at one
stage, but they ended up, a man short,
but only five points in front. 

August 13th arrived with the All Ireland
semi-final against Clare featuring in
Croke Park. All the Injuries were cleared
up, even James Ryall was good.
Kilkenny, with a compelling, and forceful
display put down the Banner, to earn a
date with All Ireland destiny on the first
Sunday in September. 
Disaster struck!
One of the county’s greatest ever
defenders, JJ Delaney, was stricken
with a leg injury. The County went into
immediate mourning. The All Ireland
was as good as gone. Cork would defi-
nitely get their three-in-a-row. 
Donnacha Cody followed Delaney into
the temporary “knacker’s yard”, with a
serious leg injury. 
The Corkonians were floored by a
power-packed storm, for which they had
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Martin Comerford in action against Eoin Reid in the Co SH Final.    Pat Murphy/SPORTSFILE

O’Loughlin Gaels - County SH Finalists 2006
Back: Michael Holohan, Benny Cleere, Seamus Cummins, Andy Kearns, Stephen Tyrrell, Conor Bergin, Colin Furlong, James O’Keeffe.
Middle : Nigel Skehan, Ollie Blanchfield, Andy Comerford, Mark Kelly, Seán Dowling, Peter Dowling, Alan O’Brien, Brian Hogan, Niall Mc Evoy, Brian Murphy, Mark
Bergin, Danny Loughnane, Martin Comerford, Dónal Dwyer.
Front: Niall Bergin, Brian Kelly, Tommy Lahart, Maurice Nolan, Kevin Cleere, (Mascot TJ Delaney) Alan Geoghegan, Brian Dowling, Jason Lawlor, Jimmy Comerford,
Children- (Left To Right) Ben Leydon, Jack Kearns, Jamie Malone, Luke Leydon, Gary Kelly, Paddy Deegan. 
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no anti-dote. 
Normal club service resumed. The Championship draw was
made, and what a tasty dish was set before the Kilkenny sup-
porters. 
Tullaroan put paid to St Martin’s further involvement in the
Championship by whacking them on a score of 1-20 to 0-12.
O’Loughlins knocked out Young Irelands by 1-17 to 0-9, and
Dicksboro had to do it all over again against Dunamaggin,
when they drew  0-9 each. 
Shamrocks racked up 1-15 to win the League Final against
the Fenians (0-11). 
Graig Ballycallan (4-15) had three goals to spare over James
Stephens (1-15) in the Shield Final. 
In the All Ireland under-21 Final, a late late goal by young
Richie Hogan gave Kilkenny a fortuitous draw against
Tipperary. They made no mistake a week later. 
Dunamaggin took care of Dicksboro in their replay. They got

great assistance from the Hickey brothers, Noel and Canice.
Carrickshock banished Erin’s own to the relegation zone, with
a fine 3-11 to 1-9 win. 
St Martin’s held their nerve, and their status as they banished
Erin’s own to the Intermediate grade with a commendable
win, 0-10 to 1-5. 
The semi-finals were set. 
First up for shaving were the men from Ballyhale, and surprise
packets Dunamaggin. This was by far the better of the two
semi-finals. Dunamaggin, not fazed by the reputation of the
Ballyhale lads, went straight for the jugular. They had decorat-
ed the scoreboard with a terrific 1-3 by the ninth minute, while
the Shamrocks still awaitied an opener. But the great Cha
stepped into this game with passion, and focus. He drove the
Ballyhale men forward, and by half time, the Shamrocks were
just shading matters, leading by 1-8 to 1-7. 
In a frantic second half, the Shamrocks were only a pale
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Alan Geoghegan had a strong year with O’LoughlinsDJ’s in one of his final outings with Young Irelands versus Fenians 

Referee Denis O’Sullivan recovers from a blow from Henry Shefflin.Cha Fitzpatrick V Maurice Nolan in the final. Pat Murphy/SPORTSFILE
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shadow of the team most people expected
to see. Dunamaggin fought the good fight
to the wire, but they had to submit to a
final flourish by the Shamrocks that spelled
the end to their glorious Chamouinship bid
of 2006. 
The all-city derby was scarcely worth lin-
gering in Nowlan Park for. The failure of
the Village forwards to match the enthusi-
asm, and appetite of their more senior
players cost them a chance of getting to
their third final on the bounce. They might
live to regret it, because it might take a
long time to come their way again. 
The County Final was a glorious exhibition
of all the silken skills of the game. The
Ballyhale Shamrocks, playing the open
game to perfection, set an early pace.
They bagged a couple of superb early
points, but Martin Comerford nullified them
with a smashing goal in the third minute.
Shamrocks increased their points tally to
five by the 12th minute. O’Loughlins again
hauled them back with yet another goal
from Comerford in the 12th minute. By half
time, the Shamrocks were out in front,
leading by 1-14 to 2-4. The failure of the
O’Loughlins lads to get in for scores was
due in no small part to the tenacity, and
superb defensive qualities of players like
Paul Shefflin, Padraig Holden, Keith Nolan,
the towering Aidan Cummins, and the mar-
vellous Bobby Aylward. 
Their centre field pairing of Cha Fitzpatrick
and Michael Fennelly won far more ball in
that area than their O’Loughlin opponents.
But it was in the forward division that the
Shamrocks really had the jewels. Henry
Shefflin led like a captain of his calibre
should. TJ Reid, the fantastic Mark
Aylward, Paddy Reid, and Eoin Reid were
truly awsome. 
The O’Loughlin men had a few chances
that they spurned. It could have made a
difference. 
O’Loughlins needed more working for-
wards than Martin Comerford, and Maurice
Nolan. Young Niall Bergin came on in the
second half, and did well.
The winners went in front early, and stayed
there - a sign of a good team. 

SCORERS

Ballyhale Shamrocks: Henry Shefflin (0-10, six frees); Mark
Aylward (1-2); TJ Reid, Mark Aylward, (0-3 each); Patrick Reid
(0-2); Aidan Cummins, Michael Fennelly (0-1 each):

O’Loughlin Gaels: Martin Comerford (2-0); Maurice Nolan (0-
5, three frees); Nigel Skehan (0-2, frees); Mark Bergin (0-2);
Alan Geoghegan, Brian Dowling (0-1 each):

Ballyhale Shamrocks: James Connolly, Paul Shefflin, Eamon
Walsh, Padraig Holden, Keith Nolan, Aidan Cummins, Bobby
Aylward, Cha Fitzpatrick, Michael Fennelly, Eamonn
Fitzpatrick, Henry Shefflin, T. J. Reid, Eoin Reid, Patrick Reid,
Mark Aylward. 
Subs: James Walsh, Michael Dermody, Tom Coogan (capt),
David Hoyne, Brendan Costelloe, Colin Fennelly, Anthony

Walsh, Willie Coogan, Liam Grant, Donnacha Fitzpatrick,
Mickey Carroll, Ger Fennelly, T. J. O’Faarrell, Keeith Murphy. 

O’Loughlin Gaels: Kevin Cleere, Brian Murphy, Brian Hogan,
Alan O’Brien, Sean Dowling, Peter Dowling, Niall Mc Evoy,
Alan Geoghegan, Mark Kelly, Jason Lawlor, Andy
Comerford(capt), Maurice Nolan, Jimmy Comerford, Martin
Comerford, Brian Dowling. 
Subs: Danny Loughnane, Brian Kelly, Mark bergin, Seamus
Cummins, Nigel Skehan, Andy Kearns, Michael Holohan,
Colin Furlong, Niall Bergin, Ollie Blanchfield, Stephen Tyrrell,
James O’Keeffe, Donal O’Dwyer, Tommy Lahert, Conor
Bergin, Benny Cleere. 

Referee: Denis O’Sullivan (John Lockes). 
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St Martin’s - Byrne Cup Winners 2006
Back :  Brendan Maher, David Shore, Damien Maher, Joe Maher, Paul Maher, Robert Shore, Ger Doyle,
Dermot Lawlor.
Middle :  Martin Dowling, Stephen Murphy, Shane Coonan, Alan Murphy, James Dowling, Niall Moran, Kieran
Kelly,  Eoin McGrath, Aidan Lawlor.
Front : John Maher, Brian Cadogan, Brian Mulhall, Colin McGrath, James Maher, Ronan Maher, Don
Callanan, Liam Dowling.

Graig Ballycallan: St Canice’s Credit Union Shield winners.
Back: John Purcell, Robert Dunphy, Robert Murphy, James Robinson, PJ Pollard, Tommy Dermody, Willie
Brennan, James Dunphy, Jimmy Murphy, Micheal Murphy.
Middle: Dermot Hoyne, Johnny Butler, Dermot Ryall, Pat Robinson, James Ryall, Gearoid Cleere, Eddie
Brennan, Joe Joe Brennan, Daragh Walton, Ciaran Hoyne.
Front: Paddy Kennedy, James Young, Paul Dermody, Kevin Cleere, John Hoyne (capt), Brian Dalton, Michael
Hoyne, Adrian Burke, Niall Millea.
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Players who took part in the Senior Hurling Championship 2006
Ballyhale Shamrocks.

James Connolly, Paul Shefflin, Eamonn Walsh,
Padraig Holden, Keith Nolan, Aidan Cummins, Bob

Aylward, James Fitzpatrick, Michael Fennelly,
Eamonn Fitzpatrick, Henry Shefflin, T. J. Reid, Eoin

Reid, Patrick Reid, 
Mark Aylward, David Hoyne, Michael 

Dermody, Colin Fennelly, Brendan Costelloe

O’Loughlin Gaels
Kevin Cleere, Brian Murphy, Brian Hogan

Alan O,Brien, Sean Dowling, Peter Dowling
Niall McEvoy, Alan Geoghegan, Mark Kelly

Jason Lawlor, Andy Comerford, Maurice Nolan,
Jimmy Comerford, Martin Comerford

Brian Dowling, Brian Kelly, Nigel Skehan
Mark Bergin, Andy Kearns, Colin Furling

Seamus Cummins

James Stephens
Francis Cantwell, Tomas Keogh, Philip Larkin

Dermot Grogan, Jackie Tyrrell, Peter Barry
Paddy O Brien, Brien McEvoy, Niall Tyrrell

Garry Whelan, Eoin Larkin, David McCormack
Eoin McCormack, Richard Hayes, Matthew Ruth,

Shane Egan, Martin Phelan

Dicksboro
Brendan Corcoran, Oisin Breathnach, Tom

Henderson, Kieran Cuddihy, Paddy 
Henderson, David Carroll, James Maher

Brian Barry, Darren Tyrrel, Derek O’Gorman
Dan O’Neill, Conor O’Loughlin, Richard Barry
Eddie O’Donoghue, Cillian Star, J. J. Hogan

Paul O’Flynn, Alan Barry, Sam Morrissey
Alan McEntyre

Dunnamaggin
David Herity, Tom Hickey, Noel Hickey

Mark Heffernan, Brendan Moore, Canice Hickey,
Andrew Hickey, Kenneth Moore

Brian O Shea, Andrew O’Neill, Colin Herity
Seaghan O’Neill, Liam Heffernan

Noel Lahart, Ramie Cahill, J. P. O’Neill
Darren Fitzpatrick, Aidan O’Donavan

J. J. Dunphy John Hickey

Erins Own
Tom Brophy, Eoin Rothwell, Sean Meally

Damien Mullins, Gordan Byrne, 
Peter O’Donavan, Colin Dunne, Ronan Ryan

Damien Fogarty, Michael Owens, David Buggy,
Martin Boran, Danny Byrne, Edward Brennan,

Michael Murphy, Dermot Wallace, Donal Meally,
Barry Dunne, Joe Meagher

Anthony Owens

St.Martins
Colin McGrath, Shane Cadogan, Ger Doyle
Alan Murphy, Niall Moran, Damien Maher
Liam Dowling, Aidan Lawlor, Paul Maher

Eoin McGrath, Don Callanan, John Mulhall
John Maher, Shane Coonan, Joe Maher

Ronan Maher, James Maher, Kieran Kelly
James Dowling, Brian Mullhall

Young Irelands
Martin Carey, Michael Lennon, Ciaran Carroll

Martin Carter, Colin Madden, Thomas Madden
Darragh Phelan, Oliver Carter, James 

Fitzgerald, Peter Carroll, Stephen Byrne, Cathal
Fitzgerald Ciaran Phelan, D. J. Carey, Charlie Carter

Jonathan Dunphy, Kevin Quinlan

Tullaroan
Richard Holland, Paddy Campion, Michael Maher,

Eddie Campion, Shane Hennessy
Stephen Maher, Ken Coogan, Tommy Walsh

Paul Doheny, Mark Walsh, Chris Maher
Michael Walsh, Jimmy Coogan, Martin Walsh

Richie Cleere, Nicky Maher
Tom Fitzgerald, Stephen Dowling

Carrickshock
Pat Farrell, Richie Frisby, John Murphy

Martin Rohan, John Dalton, John Tennyson
Pat Tennyson, Shane Power, David Franks
Michael Rice, Jamie Power, Richie Power
Pat Cleary, Niall Rohan, Michael Rohan

Paul Barron, Paddy Mulcahy
Patrick Duggan, William Hoyne

Graigue Ballycallan
Paul Dermody, Johnny Butler, Dermot Hoyne
Darragh Walton, Michael Hoyne, James Ryall

Brian Dalton, Ciaran Hoyne, James Young
Eddie Brennan, John Hoyne, J. J. Brennan
Gearoid Cleere, Kevin Cleere, Adrian Burke
Denis Byrne, James Dunphy, Pat Robinson

Niall Millea, Tommy Dermody

Fenians
P. J. Ryan, Paul Phelan, Jodie Delaney

Declan Garrett, Ger Henderson, P. J. Delaney
Jason Ryan, Stephen Grehan, John Broderick

Brian Ryan, Brian Power, James Whelan
Lar Ryan, Kevin Power, Paul Quinlan

Cathal Ryan, Daniel Looby

Results & Scorers Championship 2006

First Round 
O’Loughlin Gaels 1-17 

Young Irelands 0-9
O’Loughlin Gaels: M. Nolan 0-7, M. Bergin 1-3,
M. Comerford 0-4,  A. Geoghegan 0-1, 
S. Cummins 0-1,  J. Lawlor 0-1
Young Irelands: O. Carter 0-2, J.Fitzgerald 0-2,
T. Drennan 0-2,  S. Byrne 0-1, C. Phelan 0-1
D. J. Carey 0-1

Tullaroan 1-20 
St.Martins 0-12

Tullaroan: P. Doheny 1-3 J. Coogan 0-6, 
M. Walsh 0-4, M. Walsh 0-3, T. Fitzgerald 0-2
T. Walsh 0-1, M. Walsh 0-1
St. Martins: J. Mulhall 0-5, J. Maher 0-3, 
E. McGrath 0-1, P. Maher 0-1, S. Coonan 0-1
L. Dowling 0-1

Carrickshock 3-11 
Erins Own 1-9

Carrickshock:
R. Power 1-3, M. Rohan 1-2, D. Franks 0-5, 
J. Power 1-0, M. Rice 0-1
Erins Own:
D. Buggy 1-6, D. Byrne 0-1, E. Brennan 0-1, 
D. Wallace 0-1

Dunnamaggin 0-9 
Dicksboro 0-9

Dunnamaggin:
C. Herity 0-4, K. Moore 0-2, N. Lahart 0-1, 
S. O,Neill 0-1 , L. Heffernan 0-1
Dicksboro: E. O Donoghue 0-5
C. O’Loughlin 0-3, C. Starr 0-1

Dunnamaggin 2-10 
Dicksboro 0-7

Dunnamaggin: C. Herity 1-5, A. O Neill 1-1, 
S. O Neill 0-3, L. Heffernan 0-1

Dicksboro: E. O Donoghue 0-4, D. Tyrrell 0-1,
C. Starr 0-1, D. O’Gorman 0-1

Quarter Finals 
Ballyhale Shamrocks 1-18 

Carrickshock 2-14
Ballyhale Shamrocks: H. Shefflin 0-7
M. Aylward 1-2, T. J. Reid 0-2, P. Reid 0-2, 
J. Fitzpatrick 0-2, M. Fennelly 0-1, 
E. Fitzpatrick 0-1 , D. Hoyne 0-1
Carrickshock: D. Franks 0-7, J. Power 1-3, 
S. Power 1-0, P. Barron 0-2, P. Tennyson 0-1
M. Rice 0-1

James Stephens 2-10 
Tullaroan 0-8

James Stephens: E. Larkin 0-7, M. Ruth 1-0, 
R. Hayes 1-0, B. McEvoy 0-1,  N. Tyrrell 0-1 
D. McCormack 0-1
Tullaroan: J. Coogan 0-4, M. Walsh 0-3, 
C. Maher 0-1

O’Loughlin Gaels 1-14 
Graigue Ballycallan 0-14

O’Loughlin Gaels: M. Nolan 0-6, M. Bergin 1-1,
M. Comerford 0-3, A. Geoghegan 0-1, 
J. Comerford 0-1, M. Kelly 0-1, B. Dowling 0-1
Graigue Ballycallan: K. Cleere 0-5
M. Hoyne 0-3, J. J. Brennan 0-2, N. Millea 0-2, 
E. Brennan 0-1, G. Cleere 0-1

Dunnamaggin 0-12 
Fenians 1-9

Dunnamaggin: C. Herity 0-4, S. O’Neill 0-2, 
L. Heffernan 0-2, N. Lahart 0-2, N. Hickey 0-1
A. O’Neill 0-1
Fenians: P. J. Delaney 0-3, K. Power 1-0,
S. Grehan 0-2, J. Broderick 0-1, B. Ryan 0-1
P. Quinlan 0-1 , P. J. Ryan 0-1

Dunnamaggin 0-11 
Fenians 0-6

Dunnamaggin: C. Herity 0-6, S. O’Neill 0-2
A. O’Neill 0-2, L. Heffernan 0-1
Fenians: B. Ryan 0-2, P. J. Delaney 0-1, 
B. Power 0-1, K. Power 0-1 , J. Whelan 0-1

Semi-Finals
Ballyhale Shamrocks 1-18 

Dunnamaggin 1-14
Ballyhale Shamrocks: H. Shefflin 0-7
P. Reid 1-3, J. Fitzpatrick 0-3, E. Reid 0-2
K. Nolan 0-1, T. J. Reid 0-1, E. Fitzpatrick 0-1
Dunnamaggin: C. Herity 0-6, N. Lahart 1-2
N. Hickey 0-1, A. Hickey 0-1, K. Moore 0-1
B. O’Shea 0-1, A. O’Neill 0-1  L. Heffernan 0-1

O’Loughlin Gaels 0-15 
James Stephens 0-13

O’Loughlin Gaels: M. Nolan 0-9
M. Comerford 0-3, A. Geoghegan 0-2
B. Dowling 0-1
James Stephens: E. larkin 0-8 B. McEvoy 0-1,
G. Whelan 0-1 D. McCormack 0-1,  M. Ruth 0-1 
S. Egan 0-1

Final
Ballyhale Shamrocks 1-22 

O’Loughlin Gaels 2-11
Ballyhale Shamrocks: H. Shefflin 0-10
M. Aylward 1-2, T. J. Reid 0-3 J. Fitzpatrick 0-3,
P. Reid 0-2,  A. Cummins 0-1 M. Fennelly 0-1
O ’ Loughlin Gaels: M. Comerford 2-0
M. Nolan 0-5 N. Skehan 0-2, M. Bergin 0-2
A. Geoghegan 0-1, B. Dowling 0-1
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PProbably the most popular pairing in an All Ireland Final
would have been a Waterford versus Clare Final.
Neither of them made it. 

So the second choice Final, which was well flagged by those
in the know from a long way back, took centre stage on
Sunday September 3rd in the year of Our Lord 2006 - brought
forward because of the Ryder Cup imposition.
Kilkenny was agog for the build up. You could actually bite
lumps out of the pre-final atmosphere, as the crowds poured
into Nowlan Park for the customary training sessions. Although
the minor hurlers had fallen at the penultimate hurdle, Kilkenny
still had the Intermediate and under-21 teams in the melting
pot. 
Much was to change in a very short time.
Kilkenny’s new centre back, John Tennyson came off in the
Clare game, with a suspected broken shoulder. It didn’t prove
to be the case, but somewhat serious, nonetheless.
He would not play in the foreseeable future.
Brian Cody, Adrian Finan and the Carrickshock mentors (who
were scheduled to face a relegation battle) were worried.
Stung by last year’s defeat in their Final against Galway,
Kilkenny under-21 soldiers travelled to Tullamore on Saturday
19th August, to see whether they could win this time, and get
back to another Final. 
They did, with a hugely impressive 1-24 to 2-12 win.
Within seventy-two hours, the euphoria sweeping the County
was dashed, when JJ Delaney, the best defender in the land,
suffered a dreadful leg injury. After examination, it was con-
firmed that his hurling year was history. 

Within another few days, our Intermediate hurlers fell to Cork
after an extra-time battle down in Dungarvan.
Donncha Cody fell to another injury.
The Kilkenny bus to Croke Park was beginning to look like a
first aid station. Thankfully Tennyson and Richie Power were
back in traps.

Kilkenny 1-16   Cork 1-13

82,275 patrons from across the great hurling divide thronged
into Croke Park for the Blue Riband day in the GAA calendar.
A youngster from Galway, Joe Canning, was going to equal
Jimmy Doyle’s haul of All Ireland winning minor medals.
Galway were playing Tipp.
It added an extra colour to the Croke Park canvas, but Doyle’s
record remained intact.
The body language of Kilkenny and Cork, as they raced  onto
the Croke Park surface, told a story. Cork were careful, very
composed, laid back even. Kilkenny were frantic, fierce, and
focussed. I wish I could have had a bookie near me; I would
have taken the odds of 2/1 against there and then. Kilkenny
support was smiling in a rather benign fashion, rather like a
Bishop coming down the aisle of a Church after conferring a
Sacrament.
We wondered what the Cork plan would be. It would be cer-
tainly orchestrated by their best player, Donal Óg Cusack. He
got his first chance, after 47 seconds. Six seconds prior to
that, Henry Shefflin opened the Kilkenny account with a 45-

15

The Final Story.....
How Kilkenny won their 29th Title   by Barrie Henriques

Happiness is.......... Martin Comerford and James McGarry show their delight after the Final
John McIlwaine
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metre free, after “Taggy” Fogarty was
fouled.
We would see more of the Emeralds
man later in the programme.
Cusack was perplexed as he stood on
his goal line peering out for a target.
None was available. Still none after a
prolonged peer into distance. The ref-
eree, Barry Kelly from Westmeath, was
getting a bit peeved with the procrasti-
nating ploys of the Cloyne man.
Eventually he pucked a long one
towards Timmy Mc Carthy. 
Too long, too high, too wide. Mick
Kavanagh hammered the line ball back
from whence it came. This final will go
down as one of the most tactical finals.
The intensity of battle started to bubble
very early.
There were some early markers put
down. Noel Hickey, back to his brilliant
best, guarded the square like Attila the
Hun minding his Bank account. He
reduced the incomparable darling of
the Rebel Army, Brian Corcoran, to a
complaining, whinging moderate player.
Mick Kavanagh too, who had come in
for some little scepticism, was comfort-
able, and reliable, when counter-bal-
ancing Joe Deane. James Ryall and
Tommy Walsh got to grips with Timmy
Mc Carthy and Ben O’Connor early,
and continued in like vein for a very
long time. 
The developing Kilkenny were dealing
well with the “dead certs”. “Cha”
Fitzpatrick, not as dominant as he was
in the semi-final against Galway, was
still winning plenty of ball in front of
John Tennyson – a clever move by BC
and mentors.
Kilkenny got a real ration of confidence-boosting before the half time break, when Martin Comerford, another star, flighted

the sliothar into the Cork square. The dropping projectile was

17

Noel Hickey, back to his brilliant best, guarded the square.......       John McIlwaine

John Tennyson lording it in the final.
Eoin Hennessy
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contested by Diarmuid O’Sullivan, Eddie Brennan, and a cou-
ple more Cork bodies on the peripheral. Another lurching body
was the Emerald’s “Taggy” Fogarty. As the dithering ball was
snatched at by over-zealous hands, Fogarty took it clean from
the grasp of the Cloyne giant, stepped across the face of the
goal, and lashed it into the bulging net.
Sporting nirvana! 
Kilkenny 1-8, Cork 0-8; that was it at half time.
The talk at half time was the ability of the Kilkenny attackers to
reduce the likes of John Gardiner and Sean Óg O’hAlpín to a
mere mortal category. It was mooted by some during the half
time over-priced burger and flat beer sojourn that Kilkenny
were hurling with the same intensity as Tyrone played their
football.
There was a certain validity in the analysis. 
The game was barely into the re-start mode, when Fogarty,
again, stole a great point. Probably the score of the game. He
ran some thirty yards into an area where James Mc Garry was
aiming a puck out. “Leppin” like a salmon over the ill-fated
Nore weir, the Emeralds man grabbed the flying sliothar. He
carried for another twenty yards, before slamming it between
the Cork posts in front of Hill 16.
Ryall, Walsh, and Tennyson were shunting Cork attacks back-
wards. Martin Comerford was putting on a masterly show of
leadership, dogged determination, and great courage. Players
like Richie Power, Fogarty, and Eoin Larkin were responding.
Derek Lyng was running the straight lines like a chieftain tank.
Sub Willie O’Dwyer came on and made an instant impression
by spooking Tom Kenny into giving the ball away, which the
Mullinavat man picked up, sliced it to Richie Power, who sliced
it over the bar from 65 metres.
Kilkenny could not be beaten from here.
They were not either, and Jackie Tyrrell, the captain, was a
proud man as the new President of the GAA, Nickey Brennan,
did what a Kilkenny President did before him, present the Liam
Mc Carthy to a James Stephens man.

Despite the best efforts of the Croke Park “boot boys” to keep
them away from their adoring fans, the scenes afterwards in
front of the winners podium were emotional, relieving, joyous,
celebratory, and not seen from a Kilkenny perspective for a
very long time. 
Monday evening in the Marble City was Mardi gras time for
over 30,000 fans, which braved dreadful weather to say “thank
you” to their heroes.
Great Champions though Cork undoubtedly were, on the 3rd.
of September they simply had to play second fiddle for a team
to whom the word defeat was not in their dictionary.

Scorers
Kilkenny: Henry Shefflin (0-8, five frees); Aidan Fogarty (1-3);
Martin Comerford, Derek Lyng, James “Cha” Fitzpatrick,
Richie Power, Eddie Brennan (0-1 each):
Cork: Ben O’Connor (1-4, 0-1 free); Joe Deane (0-6, five
frees); Jerry O’Connor, Niall Mc Carthy, John Gardiner 90-1
each):

Kilkenny: James Mc Garry, Michael Kavanagh, Noel Hickey,
Jackie Tyrrell (capt), James Ryall, John Tennyson, Tommy
Walsh, Derek Lyng, James “Cha” Fitzpatrick, Richie Power,
Henry Shefflin, Eoin Larkin, Eddie Brennan, Martin Comerford,
Aidan Fogarty.
Subs (used): Willie O’Dwyer, Richie Mullally.

Cork: Donal Óg Cusack, Brian Murphy, Diarmuid O’Sullivan,
Pat Mulcahy (capt), John gardiner, Ronan Curran, Seán Óg Ó
hAilpín, Tom Kenny, Jerry O’Connor, Timmy Mc Carthy, Niall
Mc Carthy, Ben O’Connor, Niall Ronan, Brian Corcoran, Joe
Deane. 
Subs (used): Kieran Murphy, Wayne Sherlock, Cathal
Naughton,Cian O’Connor, Conor Cusack. 
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LEINSTER QUARTER FINALS
21st May, Portlaoise:
Westmeath  0-13; Dublin 0-11
Offaly  2-12; Laois  0-8

LEINSTER SEMI FINALS
10th June, Mullingar:
Kilkenny 1-23; Westmeath 1-9
11th June, Nowtan Park:
Wexford  0-9; Offaly 0-8

LEINSTER FINAL
2nd July, Croke Park:
Kilkenny  1-23; Wexford   2-12

MUNSTER

MUNSTER QUARTER FINAL
14th May, Thuries:
Tipperary  0-22; Limerick 2-12

MUNSTER SEMI FINALS 
28th May, Thurles:
Cork  0-20; Clare  0-14
4th June, Pairc Ui Chaoimh:
Tipperary  3-14; Waterford 1-12

MUNSTER FINAL
25th June, Thurles:
Cork  2-14; Tipperary  1-14

ULSTER

7th May. Ruislip:
Antrim 2-16; London  1-14.
14th May. Casement Park:
Antrim  2-23; Down  0-12.
21st May. New York:
New York  1-18; Derry  1-12.

ULSTER FINAL
No final played to date.

HURLING QUALIFIERS SECTION A

17th June, Parnell Park:
Offaly 1-17; Dublin 0-17
18th June, Ennis
Clare 2-21; Limerick 0-10
1st July, Parnell Park:
Clare 4-21; Dublin 1-16
1st July, Tullamore:
Limerick 2-29; Offaly 2-19
8th July, Ennis:
Clare 2-15; Offaly 1-9
8th July, the Gaelic Grounds:
Limerick 2-16; Dublin 1-13

HURLING QUALIFIERS SECTION B

17th June, PortLaoise-
Galway 7-18; Laois 2-13
18th June, Multingar:
Waterford 3-22; Westmeath 1-14
1st July, Multingar:

Laois  2-15; Westmeath 2-9
2nd July, Walsh Park.
Waterford  1-25; Galway 2-20
8th July, Portlaoise.
Waterford  2-17; Laois 1-13
8th July, Salthill:
Galway  3-21; Westmeath  0-6

RELEGATION PLAY/OFF

15th July, Tullamore
Dublin  0-16 Westmeath 0-8

ALL-IRELAND QUARTER/FINALS

22nd July, Thurles:
Cork  0-19;  Limerick 0-18
Kilkenny  2-22;  Galway  3-14
23rd July, Croke Park:
Clare  1-27;  Wexford  1-15
Waterford 1-22;Tipperary 3-13

ALL-IRELAND SEMI/FINALS

6th August, Croke Park:
Cork 1-16; Waterford 1-15
13th August, Croke Park:
Kilkenny 2-21; Clare 1-16

AIL-IRELAND FINAL

3rd September, Croke Park
Kilkenny 1-16; Cork 1-13

ALL IRELAND SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP
SCOREBOARD 2006
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The year 2006 will go down in history as a landmark one for
the CBS when a 23 year wilderness at Senior level was finally
ended.  After almost a quarter of a century of hard luck stories
and near misses the holy grail of Leinster Colleges Hurling was
recaptured when John Comerford held the Corn Ui Duill trophy
aloft on Saturday March 18th at Dr. Cullen Park.  The scenes of
unbridled celebration at the final whistle said it all as a large fol-
lowing from Kilkenny( pupils, teachers, parents,) spilled onto
the pitch to hail their heroes after a thrilling victory in a tense
and enthralling final against the eventual All Ireland victors
Dublin Colleges.  

The odyssey had begun the previous November in the Leinster
League.  In round one at Palmerstown,CBS easily defeated
Good Counsel.  This was followed up with a tremendously
steely victory against Dublin Colleges at DCU a fortnight later.
In Round Three CBS had their first of two clashes with St.
Kieran’s. Sterling performances by Pat Nolan, Stephen Tyrrell,
John Traynor, Mark Bergin, Adrian Stapleton got CBS over the
line and into the final against St Brendan’s of Birr.  This  victory
was marred when John Traynor sustained a broken collar bone
that would rule him out for almost three months.

LEAGUE FINAL
The final was staged for the first time at a new pitch in the
grounds of Cistercian College in Roscrea as part of this acade-
my’s centenary celebrations.  After a thriller, Birr managed to
gun down CBS by the minimum margin on a score line of 3 - 11

to 2 - 15.  It was a game that CBS dominated for long periods
but a combination of bad misses and the concession of “soft”
goals meant failure by a single point.  It was disappointing, but
heads were not allowed to drop and it was back to the gym a
week later. 

LEINSTER CHAMPIONSHIP
The draw was made and CBS were pitted against the always-
difficult-to-beat Castlecomer CS in early February.. The hurling
was not fancy and only the teak-tough doggedness exemplified
by Damian Webster, Paddy Nolan,David Langton and Mark
Bergin meant CBS would advance.  The final score was a mea-
gre 11 points to 9 of which only three of the twenty scored were
from open play.  Kieran’s were waiting for CBS in an all-
Kilkenny semi-final.  This was to be the most important game of
them all.  Success in this one not only meant qualification for a
Leinster Final but also advancement to the All-Ireland series
under the new ‘backdoor’ format that is in existence for three
years now. CBS were again to prove themselves gutsy, brave,
skilful and in no mood for defeat.  The final score of 2-7 to 0-7
brought scenes of joy/madness at the final whistle.  CBS had
really arrived in town.

LEINSTER FINAL
Backed by this breeze the early running was made by CBS
who opened up a three point lead by the eight minute.
However, Dublin Colleges signalled their intentions by finding
the net in virtually their first real attack.  CBS reasserted with a
Stapleton special on 18 minutes.  Bergin added four frees
before half-time and Mark Kelly another leaving it at 0-9 to 1-1
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Kilkenny CBS - Leinster Colleges SH Champions 2006
Back:  Liam Ryan, Stephen Tyrrell, Patrick Nolan, Gearoid Murphy, Daniel Kenny, Dean Brennan, Michael Farrell.
3rd Row: Cillian Starr, Tom Langton, Ml Cunningham, Eoin Stapleton, Adrian Stapleton, Niall Morrissey, Conor Bergin.
2nd Row:  Ger Morrissey (Sel), Ml Hawe, Enda Malone, John Cleere, David Langton, Jody Creane, Mark Kelly, Paul O’Donoghue (Sel), Sean Breatnach (Sel).  
Front:  Mark Bergin, Shane Maher, Diarmuid Molloy, John Comerford (Capt), Brendan Cleere, John Fitzpatrick, John Traynor, Adrian Webster,. Inset - Paul Guinan.

Kilkenny CBS Recapture Leinster.
Colleges Report.

Kilkenny CBS
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at half time.  By the 50th minute the Dubs had cut the deficit to
a slender three points (1-11 to 1-8) and things were hotting up.
A Dublin penalty was awarded in the 58th minute but a combi-
nation of Molloy and Bergin turned the sliothar over the bar.  A
let-off and more anxiety to suffer for the final few minutes.  A
Bergin free cooled the ever-fraying nerves. .

In the dying seconds Dublin were awarded a very dubious free
on the corner of the square.  Two points down, it was no sur-
prise that a goal attempt was on its way.  Shane Maher partially
blocked the effort but it fell beautifully for Dublin substitute
Paddy Brennan.  This point-blank shot for goal was miraculous-
ly and athletically saved by the irrepressible Diarmuid Molloy.
Seconds later the final whistle sounded and an army of saffron
and maroon invaded the sandy surface of Dr. Cullen Park.
Twenty three years of famine had ended!

ALL-IRELAND SEMI-FINAL.
The adventure continued as CBS went on the road to Nenagh
to face the might of reigning All-Ireland Champions St.
Flannans. In a challenge match earlier in the year both teams
had hurled a draw. Wind-assisted, Flannans raced into a 4
points to no-score lead.  However, they were failing to capi-
talise on copious amounts of possession and shot seven wides
in the first quarter.  CBS registered their first score courtesy of
a Bergin free after 24 minutes.  The half-time score was 0-6 to
0-2.  In a pulsating second half CBS put Flannans to the pin of
their collars by staging a strong fight back.  By the 40th minute
there was only a point between the sides.  Then disaster struck
as Flannan’s Colm Madden broke through for a goal as CBS
were beginning to assert almost everywhere on the field.  By
the 56th minute  the deficit was again reduced to one point
aided by two unbelievable sideline cuts by Freshford’s John
Fitzpatrick.  Another highlight in the second half was a monster
point from one hundred yards, boomed over by the corner back
from Conahy, Damien Webster. At the final whistle Flannan’s
had scraped home by a solitary point.   In the CBS dressing
room afterwards Clare’s Jamsie O’Connor paid tribute to the
“honesty” of the CBS team’s efforts.

There are many survivors for the 2006/2007 campaign and
hopefully the experience of 2005/2006 can galvanise these
players into yet another successful team.  It was ironic that in
the All-Ireland Final Flannans succumbed to Dublin Colleges,a
team beaten twice by CBS earlier in the year.

PANEL
Diarmuid Molloy (Dicksboro), John Comerford (Captain, James
Stephens), Shane Maher (Dicksboro), Damian Webster (Conahy), Pat
Nolan (St. Martins), David Langton (Clara), John Cleere (Ballycallan),
John Fitzpatrick (Freshford), Stephen Tyrrell (O’Loughlins), Cillian Starr
(Dicksboro), Mark Bergin (O’Loughlins), Mark Kelly (O’Loughlins), Eoin
Cody (Windgap), Adrian Stapleton (Dicksboro), Paul Guinan (Freshford),
Conor Bergin (O’Loughlins), Benny Cleere (O’Loughlins), Michael Hawe
(O’Loughlins) Enda Malone (Dicksboro), Liam Ryan (Dicksboro),
Michael Cunningham (Danesfort), Niall Morrissey (Dicksboro), Tom
Langton (Clara), Danny Kenny (Dicksboro), Michael Farrell (Freshford),
John Traynor (Dicksboro), Gearoid Murphy (Ballycallan), Jody Creane
(Clara).

MANAGEMENT
Ger Morrissey, Sean Breatneach, Paul O’Donoghue.

The management and panel would like to extend its gratitude to the Dicksboro
and O’Loughlins Clubs for the use of their facilities throughout the year.  Also
“Buiochas Mor “goes to Kitty Phelan for looking after the jerseys again this year. 
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Handball
CBS Kilkenny  contested two Colleges 60 x 30 All-Irelands at Senior and Under

15 levels.
Patrick Nolan from the Mothel club played in the Senior Singles Final. Patrick lost
the firs game 21 to 8 and played brilliantly in the second game before losing out
on a score 21 to 20. 
The Under 15 final was contested by Graham Cifford and Keith Clifford (both
Talbots Inch members). This pair had a gruelling semi final against Rice College
Westport  before winning in a tie breaker.
Earlier in the championships Michael Conville and Edward Walsh got to the First
Year Leinster Doubles final where they only just lost out to their opponents from
St. Peters of Wexford. Mason Clifford won the first year Leinster singles final.

St Kierans - Leinster Juvenile Champions 2006
Back: Ben O'Connor, James Gannon, Michael Cotter, Nicky Creane, Donal Brennan, Paddy Delaney, Aidan O'Dowd, Colm Dowling, Andrew Cantwell, Conor Maharaj,
William Phelan, Ciaran Gough, Michael Hayes, Paul Holden, Shane Phelan, Pierre Morrissey, Stephen Duncan.
Front: Paul Buggy, John Power, Dermot Heafey, Conor Hogan, Cathal O'Neill, Padraig Walsh, Killian Buckley, Pat O'Carroll, Killian Phelan,  Conor Gorey, Andrew
Dwyer, Daragh Buggy.
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Senior Camogie
The senior camogie team began their shield campaign with

great enthusiasm this year.  Their first test against Grennan
College, Thomastown proved to be a difficult one.  Two very
evenly matched teams battled until the final moments and a
Sarah Byrne goal in the last minute ensured victory for Coláiste
Mhuire by a one point margin. 

Fuelled by the intial success, the Coláiste Mhuire senior
team travelled the long journey to Arklow to meet their oppo-
nents.  After a slightly lethargic beginning, Coláiste Mhuire con-
tinued their bid for success and finally won the game by seven
points.  Their semi-final opponents were to be Sacred Heart
Secondary School, Tullamore. A very strong Sacred Heart team
stood to face the Johnstown girls.  The backs worked extremely
hard in the first half to stop the tenuous advances of the Offaly
girls and the Offaly girls had a lead of 3 points at half time.  The
Coláiste Mhuire girls stepped up their campaign in the second
half but just couldn’t capitalise on their efforts.  The Johnstown
girls, who had worked so hard to come so far in the competi-
tion, lost the match by a mere 2 points.  Despite the disappoint-
ing end to the Camogie year, the senior team must be praised
for their hard work and determination throughout the year. 

Minor Camogie
With 25 minor players at most training sessions, the players

began their competition with high hopes.  Their first opposition
was to be Boris Vocational School, Carlow.  Despite the
unnerving fact that the Boris team consisted 5 All-Ireland Junior
champions, the Johnstown girls began well.  An early goal and
a wonderful overall performance from Emma Bergin gave
Coláiste Mhuire great confidence.  Grace Murphy worked hard
at centre back but the experience and skill of the Boris team
proved too much for the Coláiste Mhuire girls and they were
knocked out of the competition by 5 points.

Junior Hurling
The Junior Hurling Team had a very hectic schedule which cul-
minated with both the A and B team reaching their respective
finals.  The A team began with a comprehensive victory over
Mountrath racking up a huge score.  This was followed by a
defeat by a very strong Cistercian college.  This left Johnstown
facing a hotly fancied Banagher side to qualify for the North
Final.  In a highly competitive match Johnstown prevailed by
five points to qualify for the North Final.

Johnstown faced Cistercian College in the North Final
played in O’Moore Park.  Despite going into the final as rank
outsiders.  Johnstown rose to the occasion and produced an
outstanding display to completely outplay Roscrea.  

Johnstown qualified for the Leinster School Junior Final for
the first time and faced a very strong Bunclody team.
Johnstown got a very slow start and were always trailing.
However in typical Johnstown fashion rallied in the last 15 min-
utes totally dominated the match.  In a thrilling finish Johnstown
reduced the deficit to one point and were very unlucky to lose
by a single point.  
Panel
Owen Shiels, Ruairí Hickey, Tom Holohan, Owen Warren,
Stephen Bourke, Gary Peters, Michael Cormack, James
Delaney, Eamon Corcoran, Daniel Dermody, Vincent Fitzpatrick,
Bernard Power, Nigel Stanley, Joe Dollard, Denis Lennon, Niall
Mackey, Bernard Power, Damien Clyne, Brian Bergin, John
Norton, Aaron Fogarty Jason Moore, John Whyte

The B Team also had a good season reaching the Final of
the B Competition.  The team had some great performances
with memorable victories over Castlecomer and Kilkenny CBS.
Unfortunately both teams were not able to replicate their earlier
form but gave some memorable performances throughout the
year.

U16 FOOTBALLERS ENJOY A TRIUMPHANT LEINSTER
CRUSADE
A lion-hearted CMJ panel made history in the Carlow sunshine
by winning a rare football trophy at U16 level.  CMJ, unbeaten
in their previous three championship outings, were in the final
on merit having accounted for Mooncoin, An Ghaelcholáiste
(Carlow) and Thomastown respectively.  However, the Kilkenny
school were rank outsiders against their Kildare counterparts
and current holders Prosperous.  
The opening exchanges were tightly contested, with the Kildare
team playing a typical fast-paced short passing game.
However, CMJ adapted well and responded in kind with a more
direct style of football.  This ensured that Prosperous were kept
on the back foot and restricted to their own half of the field.
After a thrilling game, CMJ found the net tree times through
Joe Dollard (2) & Declan Curran. The game climaxed with a
tremendous penalty save from Owen Shiel.  Captain Declan
Curran accepted the South Leinster U16 Shield on behalf his
brave panel of players in front of a joyous band of loyal sup-
porters.  The final score read
CMJ  3:03 ;  St Farnan’s, Prosperous (Kildare) 1:05
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Coláiste Mhuire, Johnstown

CMJ - South Leinster Shield Football Champions 2006
Back: Pat Brennan, Denis Lennon, Vincent Fitzpatrick, Stephen Bourke, Joe Dollard, Owen Warren, Owen Sheil, Declan Curran, Bernard Power, Eamonn Corcoran,
Shane Healy, Nigel Stanley, John Dunne (Trainer).
Front: Adam Randall, Thomas Corcoran, Damien Clyne, David O'Reilly, Niall Mackey, Michael Cormack, Tom Holohan, Daniel Dermody, James Delaney, Peadar
McGeehan, Matthew Killeen, Sean O'Gorman.
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Hurling
The Juveniles qualified for the Leinster A quarter final after a tough
league section. There they met a determined St. Peter's (Wexford)
who ran them closely all the way but the College Rd outfit bet them in
a tight finish. This was to be the turning point for these talented young
hurlers as they coasted to yet another Juvenile title easily disposing
of Dublin in the final.  The junior hurlers who were the reigning cham-
pion's fell to Good Counsel in a highly exciting Leinster Final but can
hold their heads high as they played some magnificent hurling en
route to the final including the defeat of city rivals CBS who were
expected to easily brush them aside.  After dominating the Senior
Colleges scene for the passed few years St. Kieran's College failed to
win Leinster for the first time since 2001 bowing out to the CBS.

Congratulations
Well done to all the past students who were a part of the All Ireland
wins over Cork and Tipperary,. A special word of to Jackie Tyrrell
(Captain, Senior), Brian Cody (Manager), Adrian Finan (Manager),
Eoin Reid (Capt U21) and to James Dowling (Capt Minors who won
Leinster). 

Handball. 
It was a successful year yet again for the College in the Handball
courts with Richie Hogan winning 40x2O and 60x3O Senior All
Irelands whilst Kirk Greene and Steven Short picked up the 60x3O All
Ireland and the runners up spot in the 40x2O.

Development
In 2006 an exciting new development started in St. Kieran's. The infa-
mous Fennessy's field has been extended at either end and new net-
ting has been erected. VAilst high quality flood light has also been
added which the James Stephens club has used in their preparation
for local championships.  The main field which would be used by the
Senior teams has been extended to the same length and width as the
infamous Croke Park and the tree's and bushes at one side have
been cleared out. VAilst nets have also been erected.  The same has
happened at the Callan Rd end with training lights also been put up.
The old soccer pitch will be hopefully redeveloped come spring with
the help of more aid.  State of the art dressing rooms, including ice
baths, are in the 17inal stages of completition which will make the
facilities at the disposal of St. Kieran's College equal to the hurling
history of it.  Funding for this project has been graciously provided by
the board of Trustees who came up with the bulk of it and the
Kilkenny County Board.
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Loreto Sec School, Kilkenny

Kilkenny: Leinster Colleges Junior A Camogie Champions
Back: Michelle Mulhall (St Martin’s), Edwina Keane (St Martin’s), Niamh Kelly (Dicksboro),
Sinéad Maher (Dicksboro), Sarah Dunne (Graigue-Ballycallan), Amy O’Connor (Graigue-
Ballycallan), Karen Cleere (O’Loughlin Gaels), Emma Comerford (Young Irelands), Áine
Curran (Freshford) & Aisling Carey (Young Irelands).
Middle: Nicola Butler (Graigue-Ballycallan), Aoife Nolan (O’Loughlin Gaels), Stacey Quirke (St
Martin’s), Aisling Dunphy (Graigue-Ballycallan), Sorcha Fennelly (Dicksboro), Emer Kelly
(Dicksboro), Laura Kehoe (Clara), Rebecca McEntee (Lisdowney), Aisling White (Freshford),
Siobhán Healy (Dicksboro), Bríd Murphy (Clara) & Niamh Byrne (Clara).
Front: Caoimhe Shiel (James Stephens), Laura Hennessy (Graigue-Ballycallan), Aisling
O’Grady (Dicksboro), Aisling Butler (O’Loughlin Gaels) {Captain}, Marie Meagher (Freshford),
Grace Walsh (Tullaroan), Aisling Curtis (Clara), Aoife Murphy (Clara) & Lizzie Kavanagh
(O’Loughlin Gaels).

Loreto Kilkenny: Leinster Colleges Minor A Camogie Champions
Back: Aoife Nolan (O’Loughlin Gaels), Aisling Dunphy (Graigue-Ballycallan), Niamh Kelly
(Dicksboro), Laura Kehoe (Clara), Sarah Dunne (Graigue-Ballycallan), Amy O’Connor
(Graigue-Ballycallan), Karen Cleere (O’Loughlin Gaels), Áine Curran (Freshford) & Aisling
Carey (Young Irelands).
Middle: Stacey Quirke (St Martin’s), Sinéad Maher (Dicksboro), Aisling White (Freshford),
Rebecca McEntee (Lisdowney), Siobhán Healy (Dicksboro), Bríd Murphy (Clara) & Emma
Comerford (Young Irelands).
Front: Caoimhe Shiel (James Stephens), Laura Hennessy (Graigue-Ballycallan), Aisling
O'Grady (Dicksboro), Nicola Butler (Graigue-Ballycallan) {Captain}, Grace Walsh (Tullaroan),
Aisling Curtis (Clara), Aoife Murphy (Clara) & Niamh Byrne (Clara).

Loreto Kilkenny: Kilkenny Colleges First Year A Camogie Champions
Back: Karen Cleere (O’Loughlin Gaels), Aisling Curtis (Clara), Grace Walsh (Tullaroan), Aoife
Nolan (O’Loughlin Gaels) & Siobhán Healy (Dicksboro).
Front: Bríd Murphy (Clara), Emma Comerford (Young Irelands), Niamh Byrne (Clara)
{Captain} & Aoife Murphy (Clara).

St Kieran’s College

Members of the Kilkenny Kilkenny Panel who attended St. Kierans College
with Fr. Cassin

Back: Eddie Brennan, Michael Rice, Brian Hogan, John Tennyson, James 'Cha'
Fitzpatrick, Stephen Maher. 
Middle: Paul Kinsella (Vice Chairman, Co. Board), Henry Shefflin, Donnacha
Cody, Martin Comerford, Eoin Reid, Richie Power, Seaghan O'Neill, Pat Dunphy
(Secretary, Co. Board). 
Front: Brian Cody (Manager, Kilkenny Senior Hurling team), Tommy Walsh,
Michael Kavanagh, Fr. Cassin, Jackie Tyrrell (Captain, Kilkenny Senior Hurling
team), Eoin Larkin, Derek Lyng.              (Photo:  Eoin Hennessy)
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Grennan College/Duiske College - Leinster Schools Senior Hurling 'C2' Champions 2005
Back: Pat Cronin (Selector), Davog Reilly, Terence Croke, William Duggan, Robert Murphy, Darren Burke, Seamus Knox (Selector). 

Middle: Donall Dunne (Selector), Ross Diamond, Patrick Khan, Jamie Phelan, JJ Lennon, Sean Ryan, Colin Clarke, Kevin Cushen, Nevin Kelly, Derek Dooley (Sel). 
Front: Dylan Waugh, Stuart Waugh, CJ Browne, Kevin Minogue, Michael Lennon (Captain), James Mullally, John Cullinane, David Gantley. 

(Photo:  Eoin Hennessy)

Coláiste Cois Siuire, - Leinster Schools Senior Hurling 'C2' Champions 2005
Back: Brian Gallagher, Ian Walsh, Adam Murphy, Aidan Walsh, Niall O’Hanlon, Eamonn Henebery, Liam Roche, Paul Walsh, Liam Culleton, Seamus Kearne, Diarmuid

Hunt, Conor O’Toole, Mark Halley.
Front: Shane Walsh, Steven Crowley, Ethan Ryan, Thomas Walsh, Rory Gallagher, John Patrick Purcell, Shane Long, Robert Walsh, Christopher Walsh.

(Photo:  Eoin Hennessy)
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The “Kilkenny People” of June 9th was somewhat perplexing,
in that the back page of the sport section was telling us that
Noel Hickey, having suffered a training injury, would definitely
be available to play against Westmeath, as would Martin
Comerford, but that Richie Power and Aidan Fogarty would not
be available. However, if you were to turn the paper inside out,
you would find the answer to the question most on people’s
minds about the availability-or no-of DJ Carey. On the front
page of the same section, the headline read, “Goodbye D.J.,
and thank you”.
Now we knew!.
Kilkenny agreed to travel to Cusack Park for the Leinster semi-
final against lowly Westmeath, a Westmeath that were hell bent
on maintaining a certain element of respectability. The home
side certainly achieved credibility, and a whole lot of
respectability to boot. To their credit, Kilkenny played a very
strong team. To do otherwise would have been insulting, and
an extremely ill mannered show of bad PR.
In front of a hurling carnival crowd of over 9,000 paying
patrons, Kilkenny demonstrated every element of hurling skill
within their repertoire. Henry Shefflin shot 0-8, half of them from
frees. Eoin Mc Cormack drilled 1-3 from play between the
posts, while Martin Comerford and Michael Rice scored three
points apiece. 
Kilkenny won by 1-23 to Westmeath’s 1-9.
The Kilkenny team and scorers:
James McGarry, Michael Kavanagh, JJ Delaney, Donncha

Cody, Jackie Tyrrell (capt),
John Tennyson, Tommy Walsh,
Derek Lyng (0-1), Richie
Mullally (0-2), Willie O’Dwyer (0-1), Martin Comerford (0-3),
Eoin Larkin, Eoin Mc Cormack (1-3), Henry Shefflin (0-8,
four frees), James “Cha” Fitzpatrick (0-2).
Subs (used): Michael Rice (0-3), PJ Delaney, Peter Cleere,
John Dalton.
Three days later in Callan, Kilkenny took on Wexford in the
Leinster under-21 semi-final. This would certainly rank as the
lowest level Wexford hurling has ever descended to. Kilkenny
wiped them away with a convincing 3-17 to 1-6. 
Hopefully the Leinster Final against Wexford would prove a far
different proposition, or at least we expected as much. Our
worst fears were realised in Croke Park, four days after the
Callan game. 
Brian Cody was talking about his new team, and the developing
process.
Good manners, and my profound respect for all things hurling
in Wexford, will not allow me to pronounce too harshly on the
exhibition mounted by the Wexford men in the Leinster Final. In
a very poor game, Kilkenny did not have to slip into higherthan
second gear to collect their 63rd. Leinster title. 
The Kilkenny team and scorers;
James Mc Garry, Donnacha Cody, J.J.Delaney, Noel
Hickey, Jackie Tyrrell (0-1), John Tennyson, Tommy Walsh,
Derek Lyng (0-1), Richie Mullally (0-1), Eddie Brennan (0-2),
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The Rocky Road to
Dublin
All Ireland SH Championship 2006

JJ Delaney seen here against Wexford, played a huge part in League and
Championship but was to miss the All Ireland Final.

John McIlwaine

Eoin larkin an action in the Leinster Final v Wexford
John McIlwaine
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James “Cha” Fitzpatrick (0-2), Michael Rice (0-1), Martin
Comerford (0-4), Eoin Larkin, Henry Shefflin (1-7, 0-5 frees).
Subs (used): Michael Fennelly (0-1), Richie Power (0-3), Willie
O’Dwyer.
There would be tougher tests yet.
Kilkenny were through to the quarter finals, opponents as yet
unknown - for a little while. 
Eventually, the quarter-finalists read, Kilkenny, Cork, Limerick,
Galway, Clare, Wexford, Tipperary, and Waterford.
Clare, Cork and Waterford made it to the semi-finals.
Kilkenny did too, after a sterling display against a Galway outfit
that went to Thurles with a mission to consolidate last year’s
result in Croke Park. 
It was not to be for the Westerners.
A game that had all the expectancy of a good ‘un turned out to
be a damp squib of an encounter. Kilkenny burned Galway
from the bell and by the 45th minute, they were in front by an
unbelievable seventeen points. With Kavanagh, Ryall, Hickey,
Delaney, and Tennyson knocking every Galway intention of
scoring into the next Parish, “Cha” Fitzpatrick, Eddie Brennan,
Shefflin, and “Taggy” Fogarty tore car-tracks through a very
inept, timid Galway defence. The Galway attack, the shining
jewel of their hurling treasury, would have had more reward
from pushing a rope up Carrauntohill, than trying to make head-
way against the magnificently focussed, and united Kilkenny
defence.
A speculative lob by “Cha” Fitzpatrick, and a kicked goal by the
industrious Fogarty, had Kilkenny in a very commanding lead at
half time.
The scoreboard read Kilkenny 2-13 Galway 0-6.
Some of the Galway support was half way to Portumna at this
stage.
The losers - and they hurled like losers - injected some urgency
into their game in the second half, but without breaking sweat,
the Kilkenny men cruised home to a well-merited win. The final
score read, Kilkenny 2-22, Galway 3-14, in a game where the
score bore no resemblance to the superiority of the Kilkenny
team, nor did it do justice to the performances of players of the
calibre of those mentioned.
Kilkenny: James Mc Garry, Michael Kavanagh, J.J.Delaney,
Noel Hickey, James Ryall, John Tennyson, Tommy Walsh,

James “Cha” Fitzpatrick (1-2, 1-1 frees), Derek Lyng (0-1),
Eddie Brennan (0-1), Martin Comerford (0-3), Eoin Larkin
(capt) (0-4), Eoin Mc Cormack, Henry Shefflin (0-11, five
frees, two ‘65s’), Aidan Fogarty (1-0).
Subs (used): Michael Fennelly, Michael Rice.
There were three weeks to get the walking wounded fit and
ready. Richie Power was still a worry. Derek Lyng was a similar
worry. Opponents, Clare, were waiting in the long grass for the
Cats. B.C. was still talking about a developing team, although
he had 11 of the 2004 team and 16 of the players that played
against Galway the previous year, still on board. Consensus
was that this was certainly the swansong, or any other musical
analogy you might care to mention, of the Clare team. Some
were talking about the sell by date, while others pointed to a
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Noel Hickey, back from injury, had a great year for Kilkenny. Eoin Hennessy

Michael Fennelly - promising new member of the Kilkenny squad.
John McIlwaine
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lack of quality forwards as a potential Clare downfall. However,
Babs Keating favoured Clare, as did many Clare pundits, even
though they would not openly state their case. 
Parish pump politics and all that!
Tough is an adjective one cannot avoid using, when it comes to
describe games involving Clare hurlers. Kilkenny were raging
hot favourites, as people were beginning to realise that there
was at least one other hurling team on the planet capable of
winning the All Ireland hurling Championship.
Probably the best senior hurling game of the year, was fought

out with a ferocious intensity, between players who gave not a
whit for their own safety, hell bent on getting into another All
Ireland Final. Kilkenny got a peach of a start, when a Cha
Fitzpatrick delivery landed in the vicinity of the Clare full back
line. As the full back dithered, Shefflin, unnoticed by the
defence, suddenly ghosted into the space behind the hesitant
defender to flash the ball beyond a bemused, and annoyed
Davy Fitzgerald. 
After five minutes, the winners were in front by 1-5 to a single
point.
Was this Semple Stadium all over again?
Not when Clare are in town.
The Banner fought back to parity as the half time whistle
sounded (1-10 apiece), and still the elder statesmen from Clare
were showing no visible sign of wilting. Lynch, Mc Mahon, and
the pair of Lohans were pumping it up for Clare. If this were to
be their last hurrah, it would be remembered by plenty.
The second half thundered down the finishing straight, with the
Dalcassians throwing everything at the younger Kilkenny ath-
letes. They even had to fight the last couple of rounds without
the assistance of Frank Lohan- what a totally crazy decision
that was by the referee. 
With eight minutes of normal time remaining, a single point
separated the sides. Three points without reply by Shefflin had
Kilkenny racing towards the finish line, with a four-point cush-
ion. Lohan walked, which was quickly followed by a brace of
Shefflin points, and singles by Eoin Larkin and Richie Power. It
gave a warped dimension to a scoreboard that many felt did
not do justice to a gallant Clare.
Final score, Kilkenny 2-21, Clare 1-16.

Kilkenny: James Mc Garry, Jackie Tyrrell (capt), Noel
Hickey, JJ Delaney, James Ryall, John Tennyson, Tommy
Walsh, James “Cha” Fitzpatrick (0-1), Derek Lyng (0-1),
Michael Rice, Henry Shefflin (1-13, five points frees, one
’65, one pen), Eoin Larkin (0-2), Eddie Brennan (0-1), Martin
Comerford (0-2), Aidan Fogarty.
Subs (used): Brian Hogan, Eoin Mc Cormack (1-0), Willie
O’Dwyer, Richie Power (0-1).   

And so to the Alamo......
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John Tennyson, who provided an injury scare before the final, seen here in
the quarter final v Galway.

Eoin Hennessy

James Ryall clearing his lines against Galway.          Eoin Hennessy
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Ray Ryan/SPORTSFILE

John McIlwaine
John McIlwaine

Eoin Hennessy

Eoin Hennessy

ALL IRELAND CHAMPIONSHIP ACTION

John McIlwaine
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THERE are many ways of measuring greatness and there are
many ways of describing greatness.
But Kilkenny hurlers surely gave us a new entry on both
counts during the 2006 season.
And with it, GAA historians reserved a special chapter for
manager, Brain Cody.
At a glance, there was nothing outrageously exceptional about
2006 for Kilkenny.
Sure hadn’t they swept all before them in the past to claim the
league and Leinster championship and then grasp a hold of
the Liam MacCarthy?
But 2006 wasn’t meant to be like that.
Coming from the low of the heavy All-Ireland final defeat to
Cork in 2004 and the shock of the All-Ireland semi-final defeat
of 2005 against Galway, Kilkenny had lost their shine of invin-
cibility.
From the outset Brian Cody announced that the 2006 season
was one of team building.
None of us in the media would be foolish enough to say that
we know Brian Cody. But we know and admire his style
enough to know that he doesn’t bother playing mind games.
So when the big man declared ’06 as a time for reviewing the
panel and trying to build a new team, it wasn’t talk for the sake
of it.
And the extent of the work that was apparently needed would
soon become clear with Noel Hickey still coming back to full
fitness, with the great Peter Barry slipping quietly into retire-
ment, with injury sidelining John Hoyne and Conor Phelan and
the master himself, DJ Carey, taking a spring sabbatical that
would become permanent before the swallows really arrived
en mass.
That should have been a snag list to put the Cats out of com-
mission.

Yet here we are, at the end of 2006, and a lot of people still
finding bits of egg to wipe off the face and portions of humble
pie to chow down.
There are many ways of measuring greatness. But in the case
of Kilkenny in 2006 it was surely the manner in which they
defied their many critics and their sizeable odds to come
through the season unbeaten.
The stats don’t lie.
With a draw early on in the league, Limerick were the only
team to ‘lay a glove’ on the black and amber men as all other
opponents were systematically beaten.
This was a Kilkenny team full of names that were largely
unheard of outside of their own county and yet they had made
the transition look easy.
Cody refused to get carried away. But through it all the evi-
dence was mounting and in the end there was no escaping
the truth and that was that Kilkenny had scored a major coup
by making a mockery of their perceived weaknesses and
absentees to best all around them.
Kilkenny have probably won more impressive All-Irelands in
their history by playing a brand of hurling that would have the
purists purring.
But in this writer's humble opinion, what Kilkenny did in 2006
ranks as one of their greatest triumphs in a long time.
And in masterminding its path, Brian Cody moved beyond
question among the pantheon of great hurling managers.
It’s commonly accepted that the Dublin footballers were
betrayed by an inadequate and sub-standard Leinster football
championship this year which left them weak and vulnerable
when the pace picked up on the All-Ireland stage.
It’s easy to back up that argument – until you factor in the
lifestyle in Leinster that Kilkenny have experienced for almost
a decade.
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Kilkenny 2006
A Truly Great Year

By Cian Murphy - GAA Correspondent, The Irish Star Sunday

John McIlwaine
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Kilkenny have set a standard in Leinster that no one else can
match.
Using the Dublin football example as a guide, the sight of the
Kilkenny hurlers cruising through a semi-final against
Westmeath and then easily dismissing a disappointing
Wexford in the Leinster final should have left them ripe for
picking when the championship heated up.
Instead they produced one of their most impressive perform-
ances in the quarter final when they hammered Galway into
submission in the space of 35 minutes at Semple Stadium.
The sending-off of Derek Lyng would throw Galway the hope
of a lifeline in the last 15 minutes, but the power and precision
of the early assault was the enduring memory.
In the first half Henry Shefflin stepped up to the plate with a
display that would in time make voting on all the hurler of the
year awards a formality.
And at midfield James ‘Cha’ Fitzpatrick, after coming back
from his baptism of fire in the forwards in 2004, would more
than repay Cody’s faith in him by forming a brilliant midfield
partnership with Lyng.
Eddie Brennan was reinvented and rejuvenated as a half for-
ward, JJ Delaney’s pace and class wrapped up the full black
line in a cloak of confidence, Tommy Walsh was, well, Tommy
Walsh while John Tennyson and James Ryall hurled like men
enjoying their new-found freedom on the half back line.
We could name-check every player, but Kilkenny people
already know about all the heroics that we witnessed this year.
Clare, as usual, could be relied upon to cause problems – yet
were still dismissed on a 2-21 to 1-16 score line.
And then came Cork.
The Rebels — chasing a third title in a row and a place in his-
tory — the same Cork team that had denied Kilkenny that right
two years earlier.
It was a Cork team at full strength and chasing 10 straight

championship wins in a row under John Allen. And it was a
Kilkenny team suddenly robbed of the inspirational presence
of JJ Delaney; a man who was described by Brian Cody as
the best defender he ever saw.
What followed was one of the all-time great team performanc-
es seen in an All-Ireland hurling final.
The kind of game that every manager that ever was hopes his
team will produce. A force of will from one to 15 with the full
forward line hassling like a full back line and Cork hurlers
hunted down and blown out of the way.
Like true champions, Cork tried to rally, but there was no way
Kilkenny were going to be beaten.
It was a day for courage and courage is what summed up
Kilkenny’s year and indeed, courage has summed up the
managerial career of Brian Cody.
The true measure of managerial greatness is the ability to not
just motivate players to keep going to the well but the ability to
tinker, dismantle and build up a new team.
In 2006 Brian Cody won an All-Ireland with what could be
argued is the fourth team he has moulded since taking charge
for the first time in 1999. 
In that era the march of time has brought down the curtain of
some of the greatest servants of the game that we have seen
in recent years. Men like Pat O’Neill, Willie O’Connor, Philip
Larkin, John Power, Charlie Carter, Peter Barry and DJ Carey
have made contributions that are not easily replaced and their
departure, regardless of how it came about, would destabilise
and cripple any other county in Ireland.
Yet here we are, looking at an all conquering and unbeaten
Kilkenny team, that, whisper it, still has the room to improve.
Modern day hurling has not seen the like of it.
And that, is what the measure of greatness should be all
about.
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Showing great determination, hunger and no little skill,
Mullinavat proved to be the cream of the crop in intermediate
hurling in Kilkenny in 2006 as they secured their third champi-
onship title, their second in this decade. In the immediate after-
math of their triumph, one could well argue that their perform-
ances throughout the year, in particular in the county final
against Clara, meant that the Southerners were most deserving
of their title and can have great optimism as they enter the sen-
ior grade once again after a gap of four years. With players of
the calibre of Walter Burke, Tomas Frisby, Paul Aylward, county
star Willie O’Dwyer and Michael Murphy amongst others, they
should hope to be a competitive outfit at the top level.

However, such a successful conclusion to the season was not
matched by Mullinavat in the penultimate stage of the Vale Oil
Intermediate Hurling League when they were second best to
Emeralds in the league final played in Callan. The Urlingford
men showed the greater goal scoring instinct on the day to run
out 3-6 to 0-10 winners. The first round of the championship
itself threw up some intriguing clashes. Perhaps the most eye-
catching was the clash between Glenmore, facing into their first
intermediate campaign since relegation from the senior grade,
and St. Lachtain’s (Freshford), who had high aspirations of
making progress in the intermediate grade. In a close and hard
fought game, it was the accuracy and superb point taking of
Freshford full-forward Eoin Guinan that was the major differ-
ence as he scored 0-12 of his side’s total as the Northern side
secured a narrow yet well-merited victory on a 0-17 to 1-12
score line. 

Another side hoping to make the breakthrough were Mooncoin
who took on newly promoted Thomastown in the opening

round. The former had suffered real heartbreak in the previous
two years, particularly last year, in narrowly losing the county
final to Dicksboro. They made a positive start in their match
against the Southern opponents, scoring an impressive 2-14 to
1-11 victory to qualify for the quarter-finals. Rower-Inistioge
were also to progress to the next stage after a hard fought vic-
tory over a gallant James Stephens. The city side battled hard
but the greater ability of the Rower side meant that they always
had the edge throughout. The final first round tussle produced
a game of great excitement as Graignamanagh and John
Lockes (Callan) produced a whole-hearted championship con-
frontation. In the end, it was Graignamanagh who were the side
on top, much to the unlucky Callan side’s misfortune, winning
2-11 to 1-11.

A southern derby between Mullinavat and Mooncoin in the
county quarter-final draw had the potential to be a real classic.
The latter would have been justifiable favourites based on their
performances of previous years, but unfortunately for them, on
this occasion they met a team who was hungrier and made bet-
ter use of their opportunities. Mullinavat had dominant figures
throughout the field, particularly with Liam Murphy and Paul
Alyward in midfield, and Willie O’Dwyer and Michael Murphy in
attack. Mooncoin were reliant on full-forward Diarmuid Mackey
for scores and while he managed to score 0-10 (8 frees) for his
side, it did not prove to be enough as Mullinavat progressed to
the semi-finals on a 1-14 to 1-11 score line.

Another quarter final derby, this time in the north of the county,
saw St Lachtain’s (Freshford) pitted against newly crowned
league champions Emeralds. With their confidence high after
their success, the Urlingford men went into the game with posi-
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Mullinavat Cream of the
Crop! County Intermediate Hurling Championship by Conor Brennan

Mullinavat - County IH Champions 2006
Front : JP Dungan, Paul Aylward, Tony Duggan, Liam Murphy, PJ Aylward, Kevin Aylward, Nicky Anthony, Michael Duggan, Jamie Fennelly. 
Middle: Pat Farrell, Walter Burke, Tomas Frisby, Michael Murphy, Ger Anthony, Richie Raftice, Dinny Butler, Willie O’Dwyer, Pat Raftice, John Dunphy, Conor Conway,
Brian Kennealy.
Back: Paddy Jones, Liam Aylward, Seamus Farrell, Derek Aylward, Alan Wall, Damien Aylward, JT Murphy, Eoin Maher, Andrew Mc Govern, Damien Conway.

Photos Eoin Hennessy
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tive aspirations. But their opponents did
not seemingly read the script as they
over ran their neighbours with some
impressive hurling. Eoin Guinan was
extremely accurate from frees, Noel
McGree was dominant in midfield while
two well-taken goals from Bill Beckett
and John Fitzpatrick in either half meant
that St. Lachtain’s were very much on
top. Emeralds were completely shell-
shocked and could not respond to any
great deal. In the end, the Freshford men
were full value for their victory, winning 2-
15 to 0-8.

Two teams with plenty of potential and
youth, Clara and Rower-Inistioge, were
also paired together in the quarter-finals.
It was obvious from an early stage that
Clara had the greater firepower and
strength, but the Rower were still able to
remain in contention throughout thanks
to an early goal. But Robert Shortall,
probably Clara’s best forward on the day,
kicked a crucial goal later in the half to
give his team some vital breathing
space. Try as they might, the Rower
could not bridge that gap as Clara, with a
competent and confident performance,
secured their semi-final place by winning
1-14 to 1-9. The final quarter-final
between Galmoy and Graignamanagh
proved to be the most dramatic of affairs.
It was a tight battle all through as little
separated the sides throughout the
game. But the concluding minutes saw
the outcome teeter excitedly in the bal-
ance as Galmoy seemed to have created
a winning scenario when substitute Phil
Brennan finished to the net to give them
a four point lead. But Graig responded
superbly in the final minutes as they
scored two quick points and in injury
time, Ger Dowling blasted a tremendous
free to the net to snatch the lead. But
one of Galmoy’s best performers, Noel
Doherty, had the final say as he earned
his side a replay with a late point (1-12 to
1-12). The replay between the two sides
was equally tight and tense. The momen-

tum swung either way throughout but the
crucial score came midway through the
second half when Noel Doherty found
the net to give Galmoy the lead. Despite
Graig’s efforts, it was a lead they were
never to relinquish as they held on for a
1-12 to 0-11 victory.

The semi-final double header in Nowlan
Park saw Mullinavat tackle St. Lachtain’s
(Freshford) in the opening game while
Clara faced the tough challenge of
Galmoy in the second encounter. The
first match-up brought together two
teams who had a controversial history
together, particularly as a result of their
tussle last year, which Mullinavat won by
a single point. It seemed early on that
there was going to be little between the
sides again this time around. While
Mullinavat were sharp in attack and
knocked over some good scores, the
Freshford men were able to keep in
touch thanks to two goals from corner-
forward Robbie Dowling. Mullinavat,
however, showed great patience and
maturity in eating into the Freshford lead
throughout the second half thanks to
good free-taking from Michael Murphy
and good points from play. They were
finally rewarded with a goal when the ball
broke to Nicholas Anthony who finished
superbly to the net. Freshford attempted
to make a grand comeback and indeed
scored a goal themselves when an Eoin
Guinan 21-yard free was scrambled to
the net. But it did not prove to be enough
as Mullinavat still held the lead until the
end, deservedly winning 1-18 to 3-9.

The second semi-final, despite having
the potential to do so, did not catch the
imagination compared to the first. Clara
seemed to always have an edge over the
Galmoy men, who seemed to not play to
their full potential or intensity. The key
difference between the sides was that
Clara held the advantage in the key
areas of the field, particularly in defence
where brothers John and Brian Phelan

were dominant at full-back
and centre-back respec-
tively while in attack, TJ
Fitzgerald, Ger
Prendergast and Eoin
O’Shea showed good
form. Galmoy continue to
show their well-known bat-
tling qualities, but they
could never gain the upper
hand. The introduction of
James Nolan for Clara
also made a big difference
in the Clara attack as he
had a hand in a number of
crucial Clara scores. It was
this factor, amongst oth-
ers, that saw Clara qualify
for the county final, in the
end winning by three
points, 1-15 to 1-12.

The county final was played after initially
being cancelled due to the sudden and
tragic death of Pat Raftice, father of
Mullinavat players Richie and Patrick
Raftice. Ar dheis Dé a anam. One would
have understood if Mullinavat would find
it hard to focus on the game in the early
stages after such a heartbreaking event,
but they started the final in a whirlwind
fashion as Michael Murphy broke through
the Clara defence and slammed the ball
past Clara goalkeeper Michael Barcoe. It
was soon followed by a number of
superbly taken points by Dinny Butler,
who was the star of the first half for
Mullinavat, and Willie O’Dwyer. Clara
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Paul Aylward on his way to victory.

Mullinavat captain, Liam Murphy, and his cousin,
Ann Holden.

Joe Coogan Intermediate Hurling Championship 2006

First Round
Rower-Inistioge 2-15 James Stephens 0-17
St. Lachtain’s 0-17 Glenmore 1-12
Graignamanagh 2-11 John Lockes 1-11
Mooncoin 2-14 Thomastown 1-11

Second Round
Mullinavat 1-15 Mooncoin 1-11
St. Lachtain’s 2-15 Emeralds 0-8
Clara 1-14 Rower-Inistioge 1-9
Galmoy 1-12 Graignamanagh 1-12

Replay
Galmoy 1-12 Graignamanagh 0-11

Semi-finals
Mullinavat 1-18 St. Lachtain’s 3-9
Clara 1-15 Galmoy 1-12

Final
Mullinavat 1-21 Clara 2-11
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made attempts at a comeback in the latter stages of the half,
as Ger Prendergast, TJ Fitzgerald and Austin Murphy scored
some good points. But they could not match the Southerners’
simple but brilliantly effective ability to score points at will as
they held a handsome 1-11 to 0-6 lead at the break.

Mullinavat opened the second half with points from Michael
Duggan and Jamie Fennelly before Clara took the momentum

when Austin Murphy drove the ball to the net to give them
some hope. But it only served to stir Mullinavat once more who
efficiently put further points on the board without fuss to re-
establish their lead. Although Clara scored a late goal from sub-
stitute Michael Bergin, it was never going to be enough as
Mullinavat were dominant, particularly Walter Burke at centre-
back. In the end, it was a deserved 1-21 to 2-11 victory for
Mullinavat and a return to the senior grade once again.
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Clara - County IH Finalists & Aylward Cup Champions  2006
Back: James Nolan, Sean O'Shea, Liam Ryan, Tom Langton, Keith Hogan, Colm Meany, Stephen Quinlan, Michael McDonald, Michael Bergin.
Middle:  John Brennan, Lester Ryan, John Brennan, Shane Brennan, Ger Prendergast, Eoin O'Shea, David Langton, Brian Phelan, Gerry Byrne, Mark Shortall,
Padraig Brennan.
Front: Niall Prendergast, John Phelan, Conor Phelan, Robert Shortall, Michael Barcoe, Dermot Nolan, John Murphy, TJ Fitzgerald, Austin Murphy, Jody Creane, 
David Prendergast. (Missing from Photo:  Brian O'Shea.)

Emeralds - Intermediate Hurling League Champions 2006
Back: Tom Walsh, Niall Minogue, Francis Clohessy, Thomas Manton, Brian Doyle, Declan Guilfoyle, Willie Norton, Brendan Cahill. 
Middle: Philip Fogarty, Austin Cleere, Patrick Doheny, Tommy Kennedy, Niall Cahill, Ian Grant, Ger Joyce, Sean Tobin, Joey Doheny, Philip O'Dwyer. 
Front: Joe Ryan, Emmett Kavanagh, Derek Lyng, Colin Grant, Tommy Neary (Captain), Raymie Moriarty, Alan Guilfoyle, Ken Hughes, Aidan Fogarty, 
Eamon O'Gorman. 
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While progress was made by the Kilkenny intermediate panel
compared to 2005 when they were defeated by Wexford in the
Leinster final in Nowlan Park, they suffered a season of ulti-
mate heartbreak after an extra-time defeat to old rivals Cork in
the All-Ireland final. This defeat came despite a pair of excellent
displays against Wexford and Galway in the Leinster final and
All-Ireland semi-final respectively. However, while the future of
the intermediate inter-county hurling championship remains in
doubt, there is still the strong hope that the nucleus of the 2006
panel will still be place for a tilt at the championship once again
next year.

The Leinster final against Wexford saw Kilkenny eager for
revenge for last year’s defeat at the same stage. This was obvi-
ous from an early stage as the Cats made a decisive start to
the game, scoring three early points, the pick of which was a
fine effort from wing-back Andrew McCarthy. This was followed
soon after by a goal from corner-forward Eddie Walsh who
rounded the Wexford goalkeeper Noel Carton and shooting to
the empty net, leaving Kilkenny ahead 1-3 to 0-1 after 10 min-
utes. 

A further significant advantage was then handed to Kilkenny by
the home side when Wexford corner-back John Roche was
sent off by referee Seamus McGrath (Westmeath) for an high,
dangerous pull across Eddie Walsh. This allowed Kilkenny
some more leeway as they shot a number of good points, in
particular through Eddie O’Donoghue from frees and full-for-
ward Michael Murphy. Wexford did manage to score some
points of their own, from Michael Cleere (3 frees) and Jim
Berry. But Kilkenny still held a strong lead going into the half-
time break, leading 1-9 to 0-5.

The opening minutes of the second half saw probably the key
moment of the game as Wexford, desperately hoping for a
early score, broke through the Kilkenny defence in the person
of Jim Berry who sent a rasping shot goal wards only for
Kilkenny goalkeeper Derek to make a brilliant diving save to
turn the ball around the post. A short few minutes later another
nail was put firmly into the Wexford coffin when Kilkenny’s Alan
Healy outpaced his marker to gather a through ball and finish it
emphatically to the net. From there to the end, Wexford could
not muster up a significant challenge as they only managed to
add three pointed frees to the total. The Kilkenny defence can
claim some reward for this as Ger Joyce, Kieran Joyce, Walter
Burke and David Carroll closed ranks considerably. 
Kilkenny had no such problems in increasing their scoring
count from a number of different sources. Michael Murphy,
Eddie O’Donoghue and Gavin Nolan all made scoring contribu-
tions and made the final quarter a forgettable experience for
the home side. The final winning margin ended up at eighteen
points as Kilkenny had a handsome 2-20 to 0-8 victory.

The Al-Ireland semi-final against Galway in Tullamore saw
Kilkenny manager Maurice Power and his selectors Tom
O’Donoghue (Dicksboro), Pat Joyce (Emeralds), Michael
Duggan (Mullinavat) and John Power (John Lockes) forced into
making one change in team personnel. Walter Burke was
injured for the clash and thus Pat Hartley moved from his mid-
field position to take Burke’s right-half-back position while
Conor O’Loughlin filled the space in the middle.

The first half of the game proved to be a truly forgettable affair
with little excitement and with both sides having restricted scor-
ing opportunities. The Tribesmen scored all their points from
frees, four from midfielder Michael Broderick and one from cor-
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Campaign ends in
Heartbreak
Final defeat despite excellent performances Inter County IH Report by Conor Brennan

Kilkenny - All Ireland IH Finalists 2006
Back: R.O’Neill, N.Kennedy, B.Phelan, G.Nolan, J.Maher, P.Hartley, K.Joyce, D.Carroll (Capt), A.McCarthy, B.Beckett, D.Kelly, J.P.Corcoran, D.O’Gorman, M.Walsh,

R.O’Hara, W.Burke.
Front: O.Breathnach, S.Cummins, D.Brennan, G.Joyce, P.Hogan, C.O’Loughlin, A.Healy, E.O’Donoghue, A.Murphy, R.Hogan, R.Jackman, M.Murphy. 

Inter Co IH Report  03/12/2006  19:09  Page 1



ner-forward Aidan Diviney. Kilkenny also
had three pointed frees from Eddie
O’Donoghue, as well as two points from
play from Gavin Nolan and Eddie Walsh,
to leave the scores level at 0-5 apiece at
the break.

It was obvious that there were some very
harsh words in the Kilkenny dressing
room at the half-time interval as the Cats
began the second half in a far more
determined fashion. Centre-forward
Austin Murphy was a chief tormentor of
the Galway defence as he knocked over
three points in the half. But the real cata-
lyst for the eventual Kilkenny win came
midway through the half when Alan
Healy scored the vital first goal to give
Kilkenny a three point lead. It was a lead
they were never to relinquish again as
they powered forward with Eddie
O’Donoghue proving impressive from
frees and in general support play. The
final blow was dealt to Galway when
Conor O’Loughlin’s speculative shot from
midfield was not controlled by the
Galway goalkeeper and went all the way
to the net. In the end, the result proved
to be a convincing win for Kilkenny with
14 points to spare, winning on a 2-15 to
0-7 score line.

The All-Ireland final against Cork on
August 26th in Fraher Field, Dungarvan,
was an opportunity for Kilkenny to erase
in no small way the disappointment of
twice losing to the same opposition in
finals in the last four years. The thought
of losing a third final was something that
Kilkenny could take real incentive from
as they entered into the game. The
omens were good, and despite a shaky
start, Kilkenny began to get the better of
proceedings to establish a good lead by

the end of the first quarter. They had six
consecutive points after Cork had
opened the scoring with two points to
establish their dominance.

But the momentum was swiftly and sud-
denly changed when Cork wing-forward
Rory O’Dwyer finished to the net after
Maurice O’Sullivan’s shot was saved ini-
tially by Derek Brennan. Kilkenny
showed good fighting qualities to
respond through a number of points from
Eddie O’Donoghue and Alan Healy, as
they held the advantage going into the
half-time break, leading 0-11 to 1-4.

With the wind in their favour for the sec-
ond half, confidence was obviously high
among the Kilkenny team and supporters
and this was in evidence further when

Kilkenny added to their account through
Eddie O’Donoghue and Austin Murphy.
However, they would live to regret some
missed chances following this that were
to prove costly. Cork soon fought their
way back to cut the deficit to two points
with ten minutes to spare. Indeed they
could have even taken the lead earlier
but for a good save from Derek Brennan
from a Ronan Conway shot. Kilkenny did
manage two quick points from Eddie
O’Donoghue and Eddie Walsh, but
Maurice O’Sullivan with a pointed free for
Cork. But, just as it seemed that Kilkenny
were to break their duck, Cork provided a
last-gasp sucker punch. Kieran Joyce,
after brilliantly winning possession in the
Kilkenny square, was robbed by Rory
O’Dwyer who blasted the ball to the net
to level the scores. It was the final action
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Key Players on Kilkenny’s IH Team, Eddie O’Donoghue, Paddy Hogan and Alan Healy

Intermediate Hurling Management Team 2006
Tom O’Donohue, Paddy Joyce, Maurice Power, John Power, Michael Duggan.
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of the game. For the third time in a row, another Cork and
Kilkenny final required extra-time.

Such a heartbreaking end to the game would have deflated any
team but Kilkenny showed great strength in rebuilding once
again and taking the lead early in the first period of extra-time.
Eddie O’Donoghue scored his tenth point of the game and
Patrick Hogan and Derek O’Gorman also added points. Cork
responded with two points of their own to leave a single score
between the sides. Then a further blow arrived to thwart
Kilkenny. A neat move saw Cork full-forward Rory Doherty fin-
ish to the net to give Cork the lead (3-11 to 0-18).

Now that they had the lead, Cork exuded confidence and raced
into a good lead, reeling off four points without reply to increase
the lead to six. Kilkenny were slowly beginning to tire and
although substitute Richie Hogan broke through to score
Kilkenny’s only goal, the gap was beyond them. The title that
was so closely within their grasp in the final seconds of normal
time was now firmly in Cork hands. The final whistle blew with
Cork still holding the goal advantage and securing another All-
Ireland title, winning 3-15 to 1-18. It was, without question,

another season of severe disappointment for Kilkenny, but with
the vital ingredient of luck, there should be hope for the coming
year.

The full intermediate panel for 2006 was:
Derek Brennan (James Stephens), Sean Cummins (Rower-
Inistioge), Ger Joyce (Emeralds), Kieran Joyce (Rower-
Inistioge), Pat Hartley (Rower-Inistioge), David Carroll
(Dicksboro), Andrew McCarthy (Piltown), Patrick Hogan
(Danesfort), Brian Phelan (Clara), Eddie O’Donoghue
(Dicksboro), Austin Murphy (Clara), Conor O’Loughlin
(Dicksboro), Gavin Nolan (Conahy Shamrocks), Michael Murphy
(Mullinavat), Alan Healy (Conahy Shamrocks), Richie O’Neill
(Kilmacow), Eddie Walsh (Graignamanagh), Walter Burke
(Mullinavat), Denis Kelly (Conahy Shamrocks), Oisin Breathnach
(Dicksboro), James Maher (Dicksboro), J.P. Corcoran (John
Lockes), Bill Beckett (St. Lachtain’s), Derek O’Gorman
(Dicksboro), Robert Jackman (John Lockes), Richard O’Hara
(Thomastown), Niall Kennedy (Blacks & Whites).

Selectors: Maurice Power (Manager), Tom O’Donoghue, Pat
Joyce, Michael Duggan and John Power.

44

DominicDominic
DelaneyDelaney

BUILDING CONTRACTOR
Knockeenbawn, Kilmanagh,

Co. Kilkenny
TTeelleepphhoonnee::  77776699117700            MMoobbiillee::    008866--22553355779933

Free Estimates given
Member I.C.F.
Fully Bonded

"A winning team"
Well Done, James & Eddie!

DDooyyllee  CCoonnccrreettee  DDooyyllee  CCoonnccrreettee  
Readymix Concrete Products.

Hugginstown.

Well done John, John, Richie and Michael. We are very proud of youall!
From David and all the staff at Doyle Concrete

Tel No. 056-7768650.

Inter Co IH Report  03/12/2006  19:09  Page 3



The smile on Adrian Finan’s face at the end of a pulsating All
Ireland under-21 replayed Final told a thousand stories. 
Emblazoned on his forehead was a flashing neon sign that
read, MISSION ACCOMPLISHED.
It could have been so different.
Twelve months previously Finan and his fellow selectors came
out of Gaelic Park Limerick furious that elements of fate, and
poor officialdom had conspired to deny his team the opportunity
of collecting the Dr Morris Trophy. 
He vowed that the job of winning the 2006 title started within
ten minutes of the debacle against Galway.
He trawled the County for talent. He badgered knowledgeable
people about their ideas, and opinions. With selectors, Ger
Fennelly, Tom Hogan and Tom Doheny, they compiled a list of
likely lads that would do the business when the whips were
cracking. 
After a composed, professional training schedule, they opened
their campaign against Wexford in John Locke park on
Wednesday, June 27th.
In one of the greatest mis-matches of all time, Kilkenny swept
the Wexford challenge aside, winning by a whopping 3-17 to 1-
7. TJ Reid was top gun, rattling 2-4 between the Wexford
posts. His clubmate, Cha Fitzpatrick kicked in with 0-8, four of
them from placed balls, and Eddie O’Donoghue got the third
goal. 
The Wexford backs could not cope with the Kilkenny fire power,
and their forwards were totally dominated by the Carrickshock
duo, John Tennyson and John Dalton, while  Pat Hartley and
Donnacha Cody were also outstanding defenders.

Team: L. Tierney, C. Joyce, D. Cody,S. Cummins,J. Dalton, j.
Tennyson, P. Hartley, M. Fennelly (capt), P. Hogan, J. Cha

Fitzpatrick, A. Murphy, TJReid, E. O’Donoghue, R. Power, D.
Mc Cormack.
Subs (used): A. Healy, J. Broderick, E. Walsh, M. Nolan, B.
Beckett. 
Next up for Adrian Finan’s troops was a Leinster Final engage-
ment against Dublin in Nowlan Park, on the Thursday evening
after the All Ireland quarter-final win over Galway in Semple
Stadium. The entire County was cock-a-hoop after the Galway
game, and were looking to the senior panelists to carry the
under-21 brigade on their merry way.
But it did not turn out the way the appreciative, confident
Kilkenny support expected.
Dublin came with a strength of purpose, and a cavalier attitude,
that announced to one and sundry that their trip to Kilkenny
was not just for the scenery, the conviviality, and the post-
match dinner in the Newpark Hotel.
Kilkenny looked home and hosed by half time, leading comfort-
ably by 1-10 to 0-4, and the Dubs were playing with fourteen
men. Confusion reigned as the referee got his mathematics
wrong, and sent Dublin midfielder, William Lowery for an early
shower, thinking that he had already yellow carded him, prior to
another yellow before the break.
But the Dubs, stung by the actions of a belligerent referee,
came storming out for the second half. With eight minutes left,
the visitors were trailing by 2-10 to 1-16, as they hared towards
the Kilkenny defence. The klaxons were screaming panic, and
there were a few nervy faces in the Kilkenny dugout. However
a Davy Mc Cormack goal, and a couple of nice points from Cha
Fitzpatrick, and Austin Murphy settled the good ship Kilkenny,
as they ran out winners by a more than flattering 2-18 to
Dublin’s 2-10.
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Mission Accomplished!
Kilkenny Regain U21 Title.

Kilkenny - All Ireland U21 Champions 2006
Back: Darren O’Neill, Neal Prendergast, Richie Power, NiallKennedy, Richie Dollard, John Tennyson, Sean Cummins, Sean Mahony, John Dalton, David Prendergast,
Shane Prendergast, Kieran Joyce.
Third Row: Adrian Finan (Manager) James Maher, David McCormack, T.J. Reid, Mark Aylward, Pat Hartley, Eamon Walsh, Donnacha Coady, Bill Beckett,Paddy
Hogan , Austin Murphy, Matthew Ruth, Tom Doheny, Tom Hogan, Ger Fennelly.
Second Row: Colin Grant, Damien Fogarty, Shane Cadogen, Liam Tierney, Michael Fennelly, Danny Loughnane, Peter Donovan, James “Cha” Fitzpatrick, Richie
Hogan.
Front: Gavin Nolan, Alan Healy, Martin Boran, John Broderick, Eddie O’ Donoghue, Maurice Nolan.

By Barrie Henriques

Eoin Hennessy
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Left - Richie Hogan celebrates his match saving Goal. Middle -  John Tennyson whose shoulder injury caused a scare.  Right - the sending off which
Dublin disputed.                                    

Last moment of the game. Tipp’s last attack is thwarted and Kilkenny are champions.                              

46

Eoin Hennessy

Eoin HennessyJohn McIlwaineJohn McIlwaine

Team: L. Tierney, C. Joyce, D. Cody, S.
Cummins, J. dalton, J. Tennyson, P.
Hartley, M. Fennelly (capt), J. Cha
Fitzpatrick (0-2, one free), TJReid (0-1),
A. Murphy (0-3), D. Fogarty (0-2), E.
O’Donoghue (0-1), M. Nolan (1-3), D. Mc
Cormack (1-5, four frees). 
Subs (used): P. Hogan (0-1), A. Healy, G.
Nolan.
Galway awaited the pleasure of the cats
in the All Ireland semi-final in Tullamore,
on the Saturday after the great senior
semi-final win over Clare in Croke Park.
The Clare win was at a considerable
price for Finan and his men. The power-
ful John Tennyson was injured with a
very nasty shoulder problem. 
Tones of pay-back were being liberally

expressed. Second best was not going to
be an option this time round the block.
Paddy Hogan was drafted into the for-
ward division, while Damien Fogarty
reverted to type, being sited on the half
back line, with John Dalton going in at
number six.
There was talk too about a “will he or
won’t he play” player.
His name?
Joe Canning, the young Galway prodigy.
The Kilkenny boys ripped into the
Galway lads, and early scores had them
in front by 1-7 to a meagre two points for
the reigning Champions. 
Enter Portumna’s finest.
Within minutes the Kilkenny lead was
sliced to a manageable four points after

the wonder kid bagged 1-1. But the
Kilkenny resolve was re-ignited, and a
necklace of four nice points from TJReid
(2), Cha Fitzpatrick, and Richie Power
saw the Kilkenny lads retire for the
break, leading by 1-12 to 1-5. Shortly
after the break, Canning again reduced
the deficit with a superb goal. But
Kilkenny were not to go under this time
round. Even though Canning posed trou-
ble whenever he got within a whisper of
the ball, the Kilkenny lads, showing a
super determination and hunger were not
for “plucking” this time. A Richie Power
goal steadied them. Points by the mag-
nificent Cha Fitzpatrick imbued them with
confidence. Paddy Hogan hurled up a
storm, as did Tullogher’s Pat Hartley.

All Ire U21  03/12/2006  19:13  Page 2



It was great stuff, with the winners a very deserving team of
players who had balanced the ledger.

Team: L. Tierney, C. Joyce, D. Cody, S. Cummins, P. Hartley, J.
Dalton, D. Fogarty, J Cha Fitzpatrick (0-8, five frees, three ‘65),
M. Fennelly (capt), TJReid (0-5), A. Murphy (0-2), P. Hogan (0-
4), R. Power (1-1), M. Nolan, D. Mc Cormack. 
Subs (used): A. Healy (0-2), E. O’Donoghue. 

Tipperary had reached the Final, after a less than demanding
route.
Donnacha Cody was struck down, with no further interest other
than as a supporter. The trouble was building up for Adrian
Finan’s team.
A glorious All Ireland win, set the County on fire. Cork had been
stopped in their considerable tracks. The headlines had been
set for the younger brigade, as they faced the Premier in Croke
Park, seven days after the glorious triumph against the Rebels.
John Tennyson made a dramatic return in the senior All Ireland.
Things were looking skywards for the under-age lights of
Kilkenny hurling.
In one of the best, if not the best hurling games of the year,
Kilkenny got out of jail in Croke Park. In truth, the Tipperary
lads put on an exhibition of hurling, and looked all-over win-
ners. But the Kilkenny lads hung on. They clawed their way
back on a number of occasions to parity, when it seemed that
the Tipperary juggernaut was about to dismantle them. Still
Tipp had one hand on the trophy as the game approached
added time, leading by a goal. In a last ditch, caution-to-the-
wind assault, the ball landed in the Tipperary goalmouth. Mick
Haverty, the Galway referee, was looking at his watch. The ball
squirted up in front of TJReid, and young sub, Richie Hogan.
Both lashed, and it is generally agreed that Hogan was the
man to slam home the get out of jail card for his Kilkenny col-
leagues.
One felt that the All Ireland Final was won there.
The replay in Thurles a week later did not have half the octane
of the drawn game. The Kilkenny men were more focussed,
and a mite more determined. They had learned a valuable les-
son, or two in Croke Park.
The replay was a facsimile of the tactics used in the senior
Final. Kilkenny adopted an in your face approach, which proved
a very rewarding tactic. Where players like the powerful
Darragh Egan caused big problems in Croke Park, he was not
afforded a similar freedom in Semple Stadium. Kilkenny used
the intervening week to telling effect. Their team, of necessity,
became a team of defenders, and a team of attackers, whenev-
er the need arose.
Young Richie Hogan was in from the start. The softening
process lasted for about ten minutes, and then both sides bent
to the task in hand. Some glorious points were fired over both
goalposts, and it became apparent that the Kilkenny tactics
were frustrating the much vaunted Tipperary attack, while
Kilkenny were prepared to sit it out, and wait for opportunity.
But for the alertness of Gerry Kennedy in the Tipp goal,
Kilkenny might have had more than the 1-6 on the scoreboard
at half time. He blocked a rasper from Richie Hogan, and when
the rebound came to Richie Power, he stood bravely in front of
the Carrickshock scoring star to deflect his effort over the bar.
He could do nowt about the goal in the 21st minute, crafted by
Austin Murphy, who laid it on to the marauding Paddy Hogan,
whose blistering shot flew into the net. After 48 minutes,
Kilkenny still had that one goal advantage. Tipp could not
unyoke the Kilkenny defence. Joyce, Cummins, Dalton,
Tennyson and Pat Hartley were unbreakable, but the real hero
in defence was the Erin’s Own wing back, Damien Fogarty,
who stood head and shoulders above every other defender on
the park. He had a truly remarkable game throughout. During
the frantic second half, Kilkenny never looked as if defeat was

an option. They grew in stature, and in confidence, and it would
be a foolish man who would say that they did not deserve to
win.
The under-21 title was coming back to Nore side, and it certain-
ly deserved a residence nowhere else.

Team: L. Tierney (Rower Inistioge), S.  Cummins (Rower
Inistioge), J. Tennyson (Carrickshock), C. Joyce (Rower
Inistioge), P. Hartley (Tullogher Rosbercon), J. Dalton
(Carrickshock), D. Fogarty (Erins Own), J. Cha Fitzpatrick
(Ballyhale Shamrocks), M. Fennelly (Ballyhale Shamrocks)
(capt), P. Hogan (Danesfort), A. Murphy (Clara), TJReid
(Ballyhale Shamrocks), R. Power (Carrickshock), R. Hogan
(Danesfort), D. Mc Cormack (James Stephens), 
Sub (used): A. Healy (Conahy Shamrocks), D. Loughnane
(O’Loughlin Gaels), E. Walsh (Ballyhale Shamrocks), Eddie
O’Donoghue (Dicksboro), Bill Beckett (St. Lactains), Shane
Cadogan (St. Martins), Gavin Nolan (Conahy Shamrocks), Peter
O’Donovan (Erins Own), Neal Prendergast (Clara), A. Healy
(Conahy Shamrocks)

Manager: 
Adrian Finan 
Selectors: 
Ger Fennelly (Ballyhale Shamrocks), 
Tom Hogan (G/Ballycallan), 
Tom Doheny (St Lachtain’s).    
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Pat Hartly in aerial combat versus Galway in the All Ireland semi-final.
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ALL IRELAND U21 FINAL ACTION

049 U21 Action Page  03/12/2006  19:28  Page 1



SO, who are these people who insulted individual play-
ers and the Kilkenny team as a whole before they over-
came various obstacles to achieve a notable All-Ireland
victory over treble-chasing Cork? To listen to Brian Cody
afterwards, it was clear that he wasn’t merely referring
to those who favoured Cork to triumph. In his own
words, it was a case of ‘the usual rubbish’ at the start of
the year – with some of their players – as well as their
set-up – being ‘written off.’ And he went further by say-
ing that ‘cowardly’ things had been said about some of
them, things that ‘were not true.’

It’s all history now and it’s not my brief to defend – or
criticise – those in the media who annoyed Brian, whom
he said at the time ‘could change their tune now!’
Suffice to say that Kilkenny proved themselves worthy
champions and the way he celebrated at the final whis-
tle – running on to the field to embrace his players –
indicated just how much it meant for him to win this par-
ticular title.

Anybody with even a decent knowledge of hurling would
have accepted at the start of 2005 that Cork were going
to be hard to beat, that Kilkenny wouldn’t be too far
away and that of the others, the strongest challenges
would probably come from Waterford, Clare, Galway
and Tipperary (not necessarily in that order). The way
the championship eventually panned out, the only real
surprise was that Galway didn’t make a bigger impact
and that Limerick bounced back so strongly. That was
after the disaster of their heavy defeat by Clare the
qualifier series in Ennis, which led to the resignation of
Joe McKenna hours after the game.

There were signs of an overdue Limerick revival in their
League campaign, which featured a win over Clare in
the semi-final. But, Kilkenny beat them by six points in
the final with a team which included all but two of the
players who were to line out in the All-Ireland final.
Interestingly, Cha Fitzpatrick played at right corner-for-
ward that day -  with Aidan Fogarty in the other corner -
and they  were each to play major roles in the All-
Ireland final win (with Fitzpatrick of course making his
contribution at midfield).

The same eight teams from 2005 contested the All-
Ireland quarter-finals. The Leinster campaign was
entirely predictable (except that Wexford were weaker
than might have been expected) and the Munster
championship was again a lively affair, with Donal Og Cusack’s
goalkeeping ensuring Cork’s retention of their title against
Tipperary. From a Kilkenny perspective, it was noteworthy that
apart from D.J. Carey retiring, Peter Barry slipped quietly into the
background and John Hoyne also ended his inter-county career.

With the exception of Kilkenny’s game with Galway, the other
three quarter-finals went more as expected. Once Waterford
were back to full strength, they were able to account for
Tipperary and Clare weren’t seriously troubled by Wexford. Cork,
on the other hand, just about scraped through against Limerick.

In Galway’s case, they failed to live up to expectations once
more and there was never the slightest hint that on the day they
could repeat their semi-final win of the previous year. Still, there
were serious questions asked of Kilkenny when they were win-
ners by just six points after having opened up a massive lead of
17 points early in the second half. The consensus view after-
wards that it was a combination of them relaxing their effort and
Galway settling once they had their team better placed than it
was at the start.

When it came to the All-Ireland semi-final, Clare provided a
much sterner challenge over the 70 minutes and might very well
have caused an upset if they made better use of goal chances in
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“A Team that Couldn’t Win....”
The Munster perspective on the 2006 Final
Jim O’Sullivan, GAA Correspondent ‘Irish Examiner’

Brian Cody runs on to the field to celebrate with his players.    Damien Eagers/SPORTSFILE

James Ryall played a crucial role in Kilkenny’s victory.
Brendan Moran/SPORTSFILE
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the first half. Crucially, Kilkenny gained at advantage at midfield
in the second half – with Cha Fitzpatrick to the forefront – on a
day when he showed his real capability in the position on the
national stage. Cork were anything but convincing (again) in their
meeting with Waterford, young substitute Cathal Naughton
inspiring victory with a goal shortly after being introduced.

The build-up to the All-Ireland final was especially intriguing for
the reason that Cork were in the exact same position as Kilkenny
had been in 2004 – bidding for three-in-a-row. And we all know
what happened that day.

Just four years earlier, Kilkenny were staring down the barrel of a
third consecutive defeat, after Offaly surprised them in 1998 and
Cork triumphed in 1999 (in Cody’s first year in charge). One year
later they were champions and then after going out to Offaly in
the 2001 Leinster semi-final they had to start all over again.

This is what he said in an interview prior to the 2004 final:  “obvi-
ously it would be a terrific achievement, but only if we win the All-
Ireland. We can talk all we like about it (three-in-a-row), but
there’s a massive incentive to win it every year. It’s there, it’s
what the history books will record – if we can win it. If we don’t, it
goes out the window and three-in-a-row will be spoken about
when it arises again!’’

It didn’t happen for Kilkenny. And, it wasn’t to happen for Cork
this year.
With Donal O’Grady in charge, they had lost the 2003 final to
Kilkenny and there’s no doubt that the bitter memory of that
defeat – and the pride at stake with the counties level in the Roll
of Honour with 28 titles each - ‘drove’ the Rebels to victory the
following year. It may be an over-simplification, but what we wit-
nessed this year was 2004 in reverse.

At the press night in Langton’s before this year’s final, Cody was
asked if the ‘pressure’ of the treble had got to his team two years
ago. His response was that Cork were ‘ready’ and were ‘fresher’
on the day. “Even though we did okay coming to half-time or
whenever it was, there was no change of gear for us that day.
Cork took over the game……..,’’ he commented.

I was one of those who tipped Cork to win (dare I say that I did-
n’t ‘write off’ Kilkenny), based largely on the view that Kilkenny’s
team didn’t look settled. Yet, serious questions were asked about
John Allen’s team, too, specifically the fact that they had done
just about enough to beat Limerick and Waterford. And, while an
ability to win tight games would be regarded as a good sign of
any team, the contrary argument could be made that they were
living on the luck which had seen them survive against the odds
in the Clare game last year.

In hindsight, were we to know that the Cork captain Pat Mulcahy
would struggle the way he did and that Aidan Fogarty would
emerge as one of Kilkenny’s star players, we would have looked
at things differently. Kilkenny didn’t win the Liam McCarthy Cup
precisely because of the way that individual battle was decided,
but in terms of Fogarty’s contribution of 1-3 (and the narrow mar-
gin at the end) it was hugely influential.

So too, was the stability in the defence, where Jackie Tyrrell
played his best game of the campaign and where Noel Hickey
mastered Brian Corcoran. There were solid performances from
all the ‘seasoned’ members of the team, with Henry Shefflin once
more giving great leadership and Eddie Brennan’s giving
arguably his best display in a final). And, you could point to the
excellence of James Ryall and Cha Fitzpatrick in their ‘new’ posi-
tions of wing-back and midfield respectively and recall how Ryall
came under so much pressure in the corner in the 2004 final and
how ‘Cha’ struggled in the corner before being taken off.

What Cody said about Cork after that game could be applied to
his team’s performance this time. Kilkenny were the fresher

team, the team able to move up a gear when required. And, they
gained a winning momentum from the advantages they won in
key positions all over the field.

And yet, if you were to be clinical about it, sloppy play in the first
20 minutes caused them to concede several easy scores and
over the 70 minutes, many of their players didn’t play up to
potential. And still they only lost by three points.

What was important – and decisive in the end – was that it was
Kilkenny who had the sharpness on the day to match their ambi-
tion. And for that, Cody deserves immense credit. And, in his
after-match interview, he (reluctantly) agreed that it was ‘the best
win by a long shot.’

Yes, it ‘was’ the most satisfying of the four All-Ireland-winning
teams he has coached, for one special reason – that this year
they would have been looked on ‘as a team that couldn’t win!’
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Cork’s Brian Corcoran ponders on what might have been.
Damien Eagers/SPORTSFILE

Eddie Brennan - “arguably his best display in a final.”
John McIlwaine
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Small Club - only operate up to Under 14
Entered teams in:
Roinn C Under 14
Primary School Competition
U 12 Summer League
We reached the U.14 Semi final which
was against Danesfort. We played well
throughout the competition and were dis-
appointed not to reach the County Final.
Eimear Mulhall and Emma Brophy from
Ballyragget both played on the Kilkenny
U.14 County Team which won the
Leinster Final.

Primary School Camogie:
Our primary school team reached the
Roinn D County Final. This was played
in Nowlan Park in June. Ballyragget
were outclassed by an excellent
Dunamaggin team.

Under 12 Summer League:
Again at this age group Ballyragget did
very well in the league matches and
reached the final. The opposition was
Dicksboro and after a closely fought
match Dicksboro took the honours.
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amogie Club News

Back: Sarah Byrne, Orla Jacob, Andrea O'Shea, Niamh Lennon, Eimear Stapleton, Naoimi McGuire, Tracey
Brennan, Kate Holland, Emma Kelly, Aoife Jacob
Front: Lauren Dermody, Megan Foley, Shauna Lacey, Anna Brennan, Laura Delaney, Frances McConnell,
Aoife Dempsey, Noelle Murphy, Dervla Gannon
Mentors: Paudie Mulhall, Marie Holland, Marie Gannon

South Eastern Woodcraft Ltd

MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerrss  ooff  KKiittcchheenn,,
BBeeddrroooomm  &&  QQuuaalliittyy

MM..DD..FF..  DDoooorrss

PPhhoonnee::  005511--889988448844//889988114477
MMoobbiillee::  008866--22666622990055

FFaaxx::  005511--889988553344

the Springhill
collection
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Clara Camogie Club had another busy
year in 2006 with teams competing at 
under10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 21 and Junior.
The under 14 team were beaten 
finalists in the Roinn B County final while
our under 16 team were beaten by
Blacks and Whites in the under 16 Roinn
C County final. Our under 21 and 
Junior team both lost out at the quarter
final stage of their respective 
competitions.
The club was very well represented in
the Clara National School team that 
won the schools Roinn A Camogie
Championship for the second year in a
row. 
Clara school also won the INTO mini
sevens. Fiona Nolan  played in the mini 
sevens competitions in the All Ireland
hurling semi final with both Ciara 
Barcoe and Isabel Robinson playing in
the  All Ireland hurling final.
Clara were represented by Niamh Byrne
and Aisling Curtis on the County U14 team
which won the Leinster title. Roisin Byrne
and Ruth Bergin were on 
the Kilkenny minor camogie team that
won this year's minor camogie 
All-Ireland final while Marie Murphy was
a member of the Kilkenny U18 
All Ireland winning team. Fiona Phelan
was a selector on this Kilkenny year's U18
team.
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Clara - U16 “C” County Finalists 2006
Back: Maria Murphy, Orla Delaney, Roisin Byrne, Grainne Byrne, Claire Evans, Catherine Nolan, Ruth Bergin,
Patricia Carrigan, Claire Murphy.                                                     
Front: Eadaoin Kirwan, Margaret Rafter Jessica Gleeson, Niamh Byrne, Aoife Murphy, Laura Kehoe, Laura
Galvin (Capt.), Orla Quinlan.

Clara - U18 “C” County Finalists 2006
Back “ Laoiseach Quigley, Patricia Carrigan, Elaine

Nolan, Grainne Byrne, Claire Brennan (Capt)
Catherine Nolan, Ruth Bergin, Roisin Byrne, Orla

Delaney, Orla Quinlan.             
Front: Emma Nolan, Niamh Byrne, Claire Murphy,

Eadaoin Kirwan, Ailish Murphy, Claire Evans, Laura
Kehoe, Laura Murphy, Laura Galvin, Jessica

Gleeson.

Michael and Theresa Nolan

Centra - Ardnore Store

Groceries, Fuel, Tobacconist, Wines,  Deli, In-store Bakery, Hot Food Available.

Tel 056 - 7765267
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Club officers
Chairperson: Bridget Mullally
Vice-Chair: Anne-Maire Roche
Secretary: Annette Cody
Asst-Secretary: Karen Jones
Treasure: Jackie Mernagh
PRO: Mary Alyward

Growing from Strength to Strength
We had a great year in 2006 in relation
to our under age camogie in Glenmore,
with no less than 50 girls turning up for
training sessions. We trained for a period
of time early in the year in the parish hall,
which then moved to the GAA pitch for
the remainder of the year.There was
great Inter-action between the girls and
their trainers, Annette Cody, Karen
Jones, Mairead O Donovan, Annmarie
Roche and Aishling Irish. Training not
only included skills and physical fitness,
but incorporated a lot of fun and games.
Glenmore Camogie Club made it an aim
at the 2006 AGM that under age be a pri-
ority, and they were successful in doing
so. Our U-12 and U-14 teams both made
the semi finals in their respective compe-
titions. Our under 14 team were beaten
by The Rower in Carrickshock in a very
sporting and competitive game, and our
U-12 team were beaten by a much
stronger Windgap team in Windgap,
however our girls put up a good fight.
Well done to all girls involved in both
teams.

Junior Camogie 2006
2006 was also a good year for the
Glenmore Junior Camogie Club in rela-
tion to building for the future. The junior
team at present comprises of many
young girls with the exception of half a

dozen or so experienced players. The
younger girls on the panel put in the hard
work and trained very well with the more
experienced players, and throughout the
year gained the essential experience
required at this level. Our Junior team
finished second place in their group after
the league stages which saw them come
face to face with Clara in the
Championship but unfortunately were
beaten on the day after a tremendous
2nd half team display by Glenmore. We
are looking forward to next year.

Well Done and Thank You!
The Glenmore Camogie Club would like
to congratulate Helen Murphy as she
was part of the University College
Limerick team who won The Ashbourne

cup this year. Congrats also goes to Ruth
Jones who was part of the Kilkenny U-14
team who won out their competition in
Dublin. Last but by no means least we
would like to say well done to Bridget
Mullally as she was part of the Senior
Kilkenny Camogie team who were nar-
rowally beaten by Tipperary in the All-
Ireland Semi Final this year. 
Thank you to all who have supported us
throughout the year, especially our spon-
sors Mernagh Transport. Thank you to
those who trained us during the year, you
know who you are, we would also like to
take this opportunity to thank Noel
Doherty Chair-person and the extended
GAA committee for their support through-
out the year.
Well done to all and good luck for 2007!
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Glenmore Junior Camogie Team 2006
Back: Helen Murphy, Mag-Helen O'Connor, Ruth Jones, Karen Jones, Michelle Hartley, Catherine Hartley,
Sandra Holland, Annette Cody, Mairead O Donovan, Triona Dowling, Jackie Mernagh (Mernagh Transport-
Sponsors), 
Front: Geraldine Ryan, Clare Alyward, Michelle Murphy, Aishling Irish, Bridget Mullally, Annmarie Roche,
Christine Walsh, Linda Long. 
Missing from Photo: Laura Alyward, Marie T Doherty, Emma o'Keeffe, Siobahn Alyward, Louise Boyle, Sarah
Treacy, Karen Hennessy.

amogie Club News

Allianz Church & General
A MEMBER OF AGF Irish Life HOLDINGS

The Parade, Kilkenny, Ireland
For your Motoring and Household Insurances

Tel: 056 - 7761133.  Fax: 7765437
E-mail: c&g@allianz.ie

Web Site: www.allianz.ie
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CAMOGIE 2006 JOHN LOCKES 
In May 2006 a group of parents came
together to form a new camogie club in
Callan. For too long, girls in the town
were denied the opportunity to play the
game. Efforts over the past ten years to
rejuvenate the game in the local girls'
school failed to ignite interest. Girls that
showed interest in the game joined either
St.Brigids Ballycallan or Windgap. The
most notable Callan girls to play with St.
Brigids were Deirdre O'Sullivan and Lynn
Holden who both won honours with the
club and Deirdre also represented
Kilkenny at senior level. 
Windgap is a relatively new club but also
attracted local girls, notably Jane
Stapleton, Laura Walker, and Louise
Carroll who have won county titles over
the past three years at U-12 and U-14
level. Laura already is showing star qual-
ities and has already worn the Black &
Amber. 
Richie Buckley and his wife Marie were
the main instigators in forming the new
John Lockes club. Richie had coached at
the St. Brigids club but saw that there
were plenty of girls in Callan who wished
to play the game. The new club had an

immediate impact and now has a hard
core of nearly thirty girls playing the
game with the club. 
The new committee started a fund rais-
ing campaign so that the club would
have some funds to enter competitions.
They received a huge boost when local
Oil Company Unecol agreed to sponsor
New jerseys for the club. 

Successful Tournament
In October the club ran a very successful
four team camogie blitz at John Locke
Park. It was the club's way of informing
the camogie world that an ambitious new
club had arrived. St. Brigids were the
winners of the Vera Bryan Cup, while
Ballingarry took home the Trish Leahy
Shield. 
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John Lockes Camogie team 2006
Back: Niamh Fitzgerald, Fiona Walsh, Claire Byrne, Becky Freaney, Deirdre Carroll, Rachel Buckley, Rebecca
Wall, Jade Prior, Emma Shelly, Orla Lynch. 
Front; Linda Byrne, Michaela Glennon, Katelyn Moore, Caroline Murphy, Katie Delaney, Laura Hennessy, Ali
McCann, Emma Wall, Carrie O'Connor, Derbhla Lynch.
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KILKENNY CO-OP.
LIVESTOCK MARKET LTD

Barrack Street, Kilkenny.
Tel: 056-7721407, 056-7721418, 056-7721020

SHEEP & CALF SALES........MONDAYS
CATTLE SALES ....................THURSDAYS

Visitors are cordially invited to inspect our premises, preferably on Sales
days, when they can see–

THE BEST STOCK IN IRELAND ON OFFER.
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Mullinavat Camogie Club continued to
grow from strength to strength again this
year at both local and county level.
For the first time ever this year the club
fielded a team at U10 level and they par-
ticipated successfully in a blitz organised
by Piltown Camogie Club and we look
forward to seeing all those girls back
again in the coming year.
The U12 team began the year in great
style beating Mooncoin, Danesfort,
Young Irelands, Tullogher and The
Rower Inistiogue before booking their
place in the group final. On a windy
evening in Ballyhale it was the Mullinavat
girls who started the stronger with the
wind in their back and held on to score
an emphatic victory for the club in the
first final of the year.
Our U14 team were not as successful
but fulfilled all their fixtures gallantly and
as they are a young squad of players a
lot is expected from them in the coming
year.
The U16’s had some exciting local
derby’s in their league games and pulled
off some fantastic victories to earn them-
selves a place in the semi-final against a
strong St Martin’s outfit. The girls gave
an excellent account of themselves in

that game but unfortunately were narrow-
ly beaten by their Northern counterparts.
St Martin’s were again the opposition in
the first round of the U18 championship,
which began in late November. On a wet
and windy Sunday morning in Mullinavat
our girls were misfortunate with injuries
and illness to go under to an in-form
Muckalee side.
The U21 championship is yet to be
played and yet again Mullinavat face St
Martin’s in the first round game. Having
reached the county final last year, there
was a lot of expectation on our senior
team this year and they did not fail to
deliver. Although beaten by reigning
County and All Ireland champions
Freshford in the first round, the girls
bounced back to record good wins over
Ballyhale Shamrocks and St Anne’s in
the remaining rounds. A strong perform-
ance in the league Semi final saw
Mullinavat claim victory over St Brigid’s
Ballycallan and set up an encounter with
old rivals Freshford in the league final,
where the Northerners prevailed. Those
league semi-final pairings were repeated
in the Championship a few weeks later
with the same two teams winning their
way through to the County Final. For the

second year in a row these two teams
provided an exciting and tense affair for
those present before the experience of
the Freshford girls pulled them through.
However hopes are high for this bunch of
girls and if the squad can remain togeth-
er a senior victory is surely within their
grasp. 
Mullinavat continued to be represented
on all county teams again this year with
club players playing crucial roles in cap-
turing Leinster and All-Ireland titles. Ciara
Holden wore the number one jersey for
the U14 team who won the Leinster final.
Leanne Fennelly and Michelle Quilty
were key players in the U16 team’s
Leinster and All Ireland victories. Both
girls then teamed up with Carol Phelan
and Lucinda Gahan to capture both U18
titles, with Carol captaining the team.
Lucinda Gahan, Amy Butler, Claire, Brid
and Elaine Aylward were all members of
the county Senior A and B teams that
reached the All Ireland semi-finals and
were unlucky not to make it to Croke
Park. Congratulations to all the girls who
represented the club at both club and
county level over the year and Mullinavat
Camogie Club can definitely look forward
to 2007 with confidence. 
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TTeeddccaassttllee  OOiill  --  SSppoonnssoorrss  ooff  CCoorrnn  ddee  BBhhaallddrraaiitthhee,,  RRooiinnnn  CC  aanndd  DD  HHuurrlliinngg  LLeeaagguueess  aanndd  
tthhee  CCoouunnttrryy  CCuupp  ffoooottbbaallll  ccoommppeettiittiioonn..

FFrroomm  lleefftt::  SSeeaammuuss  GGrraaccee  ((TToopp  OOiill)),,CChhaarrlliiee  CCaarrtteerr  aanndd  PPaauull  KKiinnsseellllaa  ((SSeecc  CCuummaannnn  nnaa  mmBBuunnssccooiilleeaannnnaa..    

CHARLIE CAN BE CONTACTED AT 056-70255 • 086-8297211
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Officers 2006
Chairman: Gerry Buckley
Vice-Chairman: Jim Kavanagh
Treasurer: Eileen Cleere
Secretary: Pat Stapleton
PRO: Aoife Lanigan/Stephanie Buckley

The club completed in the u-12, u-14, u-
16, u-18, u-21 & Junior Championships
this year. 
The u-12’s got to the semi-final of their
group, but were beaten by Paulstown. 
The u-14’s, were beaten in the county
semi-final by Thomastown. A great per-
formance was given by the u-16 team
when winning the county final beating
Dicksboro 1-10 to 2-5. Dicksboro scored
the first point from a free, then
O’Loughlin’s held them scoreless, for
seven minutes, scoring 4 points from
Denise Gaule (2), Annie Dunne & Sarah
Burke to lead 0-4 to 0-1 after 15 minutes.
Dicksboro then scored 1-1 without reply.
Dicksboro now led 1-2 to 0-4. The two
teams then traded points, before half
time to leave the score 1-3(D) to 0-5
(O’L). After the second half started,
O’Loughlin’s won a free and Denise
Gaule scored a goal. O’Loughlin’s now
led 1-5 to 1-3. Sarah Burke then scored
a lovely point to leave it 1-6 to 1-3. From
the puck out, Dicksboro went up the field
and scored a point (1-6 to 1-4). Then

Dicksboro took the lead again, scoring
another goal, to leave the score now at
2-4 to 1-6. Then O’Loughlin’s won a free,
which was taken by Karen Cleere onto
Aoife Nolan, who scored a point. From
the puck out, O’Loughlin’s won a free
and Denise Gaule pointed. Another point
from Denise Gaule two minutes later left
the score 1-9 to 2-4. For the rest of the
match the teams traded a point each. For
the last few minutes, Dicksboro tried to
bombard the O’Loughlin’s goal, to score
that winning goal, but to no avail. Great
credit to this was the O’Loughlin full-back
line, especially Elizabeth Kavanagh in
goal and Rebecca Cleere at full-back,
who cleared their lines very well. The full
time whistle then blew & O’Loughlin’s
were u-16 Roinn B county champions for
the first time. All of the O’Loughlin’s team
put in a great performance, especially
Elizabeth Kavanagh, Rebecca Cleere,
Denise Gaule, Karen Cleere in defence,

Midfield duo of Annie Dunne & Aisling
Butler, Sarah Burke & Aoife Nolan in the
forwards. Great credit also goes to the
trainers & selectors of the team: Gerry
Buckley, Brian ‘Da’ O’Neill, Joan Gaule &
Pauline O’Dwyer. 
U-18’s are in semi-final against Clara,
which is yet to be played.
U-21’s were beaten by the Blacks &
Whites in the first round. The Juniors had
good wins over St Martin’s & Mooncoin
and qualified for the championship
stages. 

Aoife Nolan represented the club on the
County u-14 team, that won the Leinster
Final. She also represented the county at
the All-Ireland Feile Skills Competition.

Elizabeth Kavanagh represented the club
on the County U-16 team, that won the
All-Ireland. 
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O'Loughlin Gaels under-16 camoige team who defeated Dicksboro in the Final. 
Back: Louise Whitley, Rena O'Neill, Ena Kearns, Marina Tyrrell, Lizzie Kavanagh, Denise Gaule, Laura
Butler, Kate Cleere, Rebecca Cleere, Sarah Morrissey, Louise Holmes. 
Front: Mary Deegan, Samantha Magoony, Shauna Brennan, Aishling Butler, Annie Dunne (Captain), Kate
Nolan, Sarah Burke, Karen Cleere and Aoife Nolan.

(Photo:  Eoin Hennessy)

O’Loughlin’s Captain, Annie Dunne, receives her
trophy from Catherine Neary.

SSuuppppoorrttiinngg  LLoouugghhlliinnss  &&  KKiillkkeennnnyy!!

JJJJ oooo hhhh nnnn     JJJJ oooo eeee     CCCC uuuu llll llll eeee nnnn
(Trading as William Sullivan)

TOP QUALITY PORK AND  BACON - CHICKENS - COOKED MEATS
Telephone;  056 -77 64899
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Club officers 2006
Chairman: Margaret Brennan
Secretary: Ailish Drennan
Treasurer: Breda Purcell

Schools Promotion
Great work continues in the schools pro-
moting the game. Rewards for such dedi-
cation are now beginning to accrue.

Adult
The club fielded a team in the Junior
Championship for only the second time.
What a journey they gave their commit-
ted band of followers. They had good vic-
tories over Mooncoin and Piltown before
going on to beat neighbours Blacks and
Whites in the semi-final. In the final they
faced last years beaten finalists
Carrickshock.
We had a dream start with goals from
Aoife Drennan and Collette Dormer early
on. Further goals from Michelle Brennan
and Collette Dormer helped them to a
fourteen point lead at the break.
Carrickshock came out fighting in the
new half and tacked on a goal and four
points to rapidly reduce the leeway. The
girls defended stoutly and in a rare
breakaway Michelle Brennan scored a
fine goal, their only score of the half as
they held out for a famous victory. Credit
to each and every one of the players for

their commitment and dedication. It was
a proud day for the club.

In Black and Amber
Emma Staunton and Michelle Brennan
were on the victorious Kilkenny under 16
team.Collette Dormer played a prominent
role in Kilkennys U-18 All Ireland victory.

Under Age
The U-12 team reached the County Final
but were beaten by an excellent
Freshford side. The U-14 and U-16
teams gave some spirited performances
but had little success. 

Great Commitment
A sincere word of thanks to trainers
Stephen Dormer, James Flavin and
Patrice Mullins and also to everyone that
helped the club during the year coaching,
fundraising, providing transport to match-
es etc. Their work and enthusiasm is
greatly appreciated.
Special thanks must go to sponsors
Eugene Kealy, Eddie Nolan, Feelystone
Ltd, William Hanlon, Red Mills
Goresbridge, Silver Weir Paulstown and
Barrow Rangers Hurling Club.
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Paulstown-Goresbridge U-12 County Finalists
Back: James Flavin (Coach), Tara Hennessy, Mairead Whitely, Sarah Buggy, Orlaith Kenny, Denise Drennan,
Rachel Hennessy, Danielle O'Loughlin, Fiona Mullins, Aisling Hennessy, Patrice Mullins (Coach).
Front: Emma O'Brien, Miriam Bambrick, Rebecca Holden, Roisin Breen, Louise Lonergan, Laura Connolly,
Mary Wall, Elaine Brennan.
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Officers 2006
Chairwoman: Tracy Millea
Secretary: Josie Ronan
Treasure: Bronagh Neary
PRO: Laura O Connor

Leandra Pollard

County Representatives
The club has a good number of players
on all the county teams on the senior A
and B teams: Pauline Comerford, Theresa
Muldowney and Bronagh Neary figured
on both League and Championship
teams.
Girls who figured on the following county
teams;-

U-14 Ashling Dunphy, Laura Hennessy 
U-16 Nicola Butler and Ashling Dunphy,
both of whom who won All Ireland
Medals.
U-18 Ashling Dunphy, Nicola Butler,
Gereldine Dunphy and Galiticia Ryall
who won Leinster and All Ireland Medals.

Ashling Hennessy and Laurena Murphy
won County football medal with the
Railyard and went on to win seven-aside
All Ireland Medals.
Galiticia Ryall took part in the All Ireland
Camogie long puck competition and she 

did very well.  

Competitive Action
St Brigids Camogie Club went to the sen-
ior semi-final.  Our U-12, U-14 and U-16
teams reached their county semi-finals.
Our U-12 team won out the John Lockes'
tournament.  Our U-10s won out the O'
Loughlins tournament.  A number of play-
ers took part with the Loreto Secondary
school and Kilkenny won the seven a
side. They were Ashling Dunphy, Nicola
Butler and Laura Hennessy.   Galiticia
Ryall and Ashling Pollard were on the St.
Brigids Callan team that got to the
Colleges All Ireland final.  

Great Help from Many
A lot of work has been done in the club
at under age level U-8, U-10 and U-12.
Thanks must go to the following people
who helped out voluntarily with teams
throughout the year, Andrea and Laurena
Murphy, Richard Buckley, Celine Egan,
Sinead Quighley, Pauline Comerford,
Ann Young, Josie Ronan.
First Aid Ladies: Galiticia Ryall and
Miriam Pollard.  
Thanks to all our parents and supporters,
to our Main Sponsor Brennan's Bar
Kilmanagh. We wish to thank  Graigue /
Ballycallan GAA club for use of their
pitches and dressing rooms. We are
indebted to the Byrne Family who donat-
ed a defibrillator: Dicksboro were also
very acccommodating with their  four
whist Drives as were all the ladies who
helped out. 
We are all looking forward to the chal-
lenges of 2007.
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Raheen, Dunnamaggin, Co Kilkenny
Telephone:  056 - 7728279

Fax - 056 - 7728279
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Intermediate League & Championship
Winners

Tullogher Camogie Club commemorated
their thirty year existence in style by
completing the Intermediate league and
championship double.  Having regraded
from senior level the previous year
Tullogher regrouped under the guidance
of Anthony Cotterell (Manager), Paddy
Phelan and Eoin Kenny (Selectors).
Defeating James Stephens, Dicksboro
and Danesfort in the league section, they
qualified to meet Windgap in the League
final.  In a keenly contested game
Tullogher were crowned the first winners
of the Mick Neary league winning on a
scoreline of 5-14 to 2-9.  Gaining a hard
fought victory over Danesfort in the
championship semi-final by 2-8 to 1-4,
Tullogher qualified to meet Thomastown
in the final.   Showing great commitment
and team spirit, Tullogher overcame
Thomastown by 2-4 to 1-5 to round off a
great year for the club.   

Under Age Level
Tullogher fielded teams at U.12, U.14,
U.16, U.18 and U.21 grades.  While the
U.18 and U.21 grades have yet to be
completed, the U.21s are presently
through to the championship quarter final
and the U.18s are at the semi-final stage.

The club did not reach the knockout
stages of the under 12, 14 or 16 grades.
However, the primary school team did
well and contested the Roinn B champi-
onship semi-final where they bowed out
to eventual winners St Canice’s A.  We
would like to say well done to all under-
age panel members who showed great
spirit and competitiveness in their games
throughout the year.  A special word of
thanks to Joanne Cotterell and Linda
Cotterell who trained the U.14 team and
Brenda Murphy who was U.12 trainer.  

U.12 Panel: L Phelan, M Walsh, Y
McGrath, S Dollard, R Doyle, A Murphy,
S Kielthy, A Conway, R Kelly, R Ryan, J
Ryder, L Kent, J Curran, S Ryan, S
O’Shea, C Connick, C Barron, L Ryan
and A O’Connor.
U.14 Panel: S Dollard, M Henry, A.M.
Walsh, Y McGrath, L Ryan, V Forristal, A
Joyce, A.M. Malone, S Power, K Quigley,
E Fenlon, M.C. Walsh, S Ryan, R Doyle,
S O’Shea, C Barron, N Ryan, C Young, R
Ryan.
U.16 Panel: S Phelan, D McGrath, M
Ryan, A Phelan, N Lanigan, A Ryan, J
Phelan, L Murphy, S Cullinane, E
Kennedy, M Lyng, A.M. Malone, A.M.
Walsh, V Forristal, M.C. Walsh, M Walsh.
Primary School Panel: N Ryan, M Walsh,
C Young, R Doyle, A Joyce, S Dollard, K

Quigley, M Henry, E Fenlon, L Ryan, S
Ryan, Y McGrath, S O’Shea, H Peacock
and R Ryan.

Kilkenny and Leinster Representation
Catriona Ryan proudly wore the Kilkenny
and Leinster jerseys’ with distinction at
senior level during the year  This was
recognized nationally when she was
nominated for an All-Star award in the
goalkeeping position for the second year
in succession.  Well done Kat!  

Thirty years in the Chair!
The club would like to thank and congrat-
ulate Eily Murphy who has been
Chairperson since the club’s foundation
in 1976.  Little did she think all those
years ago she would still hold the posi-
tion today, long may it continue.

Sponsorship
Thank you to everyone who supported
us both on and off the field throughout
the year. These include Ferrybank
Financial Services and Ferrybank
Auctioneers, both of whom sponsored
tracksuits and polo tops for the interme-
diate team and Paddy & Eleanor Ryan of
Paddy Ryan’s in Listerlin who are as
always of great assistance to us in our
fundraising. 
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Tullogher Intermediate League & Championship Winners:
Front: Anthony Cotterell,  Noreen Lanigan, Dolores Lanigan, Siobhan Murphy, Marie Ryan, Kelly Anne Cotterell, Una Murphy, Lynda Cotterell,  Niamh Barry, Martina
Lanigan, Caitriona Ryan, Fiona Doolan Ryan.
Middle: Eily Murphy, Eoin Kenny, Paddy Phelan, Bridgette Croke, Marie Meaney, Elaine Mullally, Sharon Walsh, Joanne Cotterell, Anne Power, Martina Mullally,
Deborah McGrath, Catherine Cotterell, Tony Cotterell, Damien Phelan.
Back: Mairead Ryan, Aisling Phelan, Stephanie Kenny, Evelyn Dollard, Jennifer Phelan, Laura Murphy, Anne Marie Malone, Susan Cullinane, Sarah Phelan, Vivienne
Forristal and Emily Kennedy.
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Great Spirit
Windgap Camogie Club faced the chal-
lenge in 2006 of competing at Roinn A stan-
dard in all under-age levels, as well as
fielding an Intermediate team at adult level.
This achievement in itself is a sign of the
huge commitment and spirit in the club, and
the hard work which has lead to such pro-
gression in the past few years. As in previ-
ous years the club was made up of players
from Windgap, Dunnamaggin, Callan and
Grangemockler.

On the Playing Fields
The introduction of a new league/champi-
onship system at Intermediate level saw
Windgap reach a league final against
Tullogher. They then progressed to reach
the championship semi-final where they ini-
tially drew with Thomastown, but were
unfortunately narrowly beaten in the replay.
The U- 21s will compete in Roinn A again
this year, as will the U-18 side, who defeat-
ed Dicksboro last year in the Roinn B final. 
The U-16 team, also in Roinn A, missed
out, based on scoring averages, on qualify-
ing for a semi-final place.
The club's greatest success this year, was
the U-14 side, who having just won out
Roinn B in 2005, went on to become Roinn
A champions this year. The side was man-
aged by Joan O'Gorman, Judith Phelan,
Pat Walsh and Eleanor Downey.
The U-12 girls too had great success, win-
ning out their division, and were victorious
in the Callan Shield competition.
A series of blitzes were organized for U-10
sides from Windgap, Piltown, Mooncoin,
Carrickshock, Mullinavat, Shamrocks and
Callan, taking place monthly over the
Summer.

Well Done!
Congratulations to all club members who
represented county, college or university
teams.   Anne-Marie Phelan was part of the
U18 Kilkenny panel who won the All-
Ireland, and Phena Heffernan and Elaine
O'Shea, along with Anne-Marie were on
both Senior A and B county panels.   Laura
Walker and Nicky Moore were on the U-14
Kilkenny side which won the Leinster Final.
Congratulations must also be extended to
Siobhan Murphy, who was married in July,
the first of our players to do so.

Club Development
Various events were organized within the
club over the year, most notably the pres-
entation of medals by county senior trainer
Bobby Jackman, which was held in con-

junction with a fund-raising table quiz.   A
bus trip was organized to bring the younger
club members to the Camogie All-Ireland in
Croke Park for a thoroughly enjoyable day
out.   The annual GAA dinner dance was
another highlight, with dancing continuing
into the early hours.   Other fund-raising
ventures included bag-packing in
Supervalu, Callan, and a card night in
Kilmoganny.

Thanks for your Commitment
Thanks must be extended of course to the
hurling club, for use of the field, club-rooms
and for always being so accommodating.
Thank you also to the committee, trainers,
supporters and of course the parents for all
the driving!
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Windgap, U-14 A Camogie County Champions 2006
Back: Eleanor Downey (Trainer), Marie Phelan, Clare Grace, Stacy O'Brien, Ciara Molloy, Suzie Dunphy, Amy
Murphy, Niamh Phelan, Aisling Cody, Leanne O'Neill, Zoe Deady.
Middle; Christy Phelan (First Aid), Genevive Coyne, Katie O'Gorman, Donna Weekes, Laura Walker, Serena
Phelan, Jane Stapleton, Laura Moore, Louise Carroll, Karen Delaney, Maria Power, Ann O'Neill, Joan
O'Gorman (Trainer)
Front: Pat Walsh (Trainer) Ciara Dunne, Sarah O'Brien, Shauna O'Brien, Nicky Moore, Catherine Foley,
Gemma Long, Rachel Freaney, Aoife Power, Judith Phelan (Trainer).

Windgap U-12 Camogie Champions 2006
Back: Catherine Foley, Gemma Long, Eleanor Costelloe, Roisìn Power, Leanne O'Neill, Ailsing Dwyer, Laura Farrell, Niamh Phelan, Katie Power Nicola O'Neill, Katie
Power. 
Front: Alison Bergin, Katie Dunphy, Mikeala Kenealley, Marina Kelly, Aisling Foley, Ciara McDonald, Roisin Byrne, Kelly Marie Culleton, Nicola Carrol, Rachel Bergin. 
Missing from photo: Amanda Power, Eimear Moylan.
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In recent years the club has put in a lot of work with the group
of underage players who are now competing at juvenile levels.
This year we reaped some reward from that work with our
teams being very competive at all under age grades.
The under 14 team stole the show this year. A fantastic Feile
campaign brought them to the final against a seasoned
Thomastown team. Despite a fine performance by the Gowran
girls, victory was not to be theirs that day.  However once the
Roinn C under 14 campaign got under way the team were anx-
ious to make amends. They went unbeaten throughout the
league section and all the way to the final. Here they proved
too good for a gallant Rower Inistioge team and brought the
first ever juvenile county title to the club. The team returned to
the hall that night where they were given a fantastic reception.
Well done to all.
Many of these girls also featured on the under 16 panel which
again had a marvellous campaign. This team met Blacks &
Whites in the semi final and it took two games before Skeough
emerged victorious by the narrowest of margins.  
The school and under 12 teams both reached semi final stage.

Weekly coaching continued for the under 8 and 10 girls and
they played many very enjoyable games during the year. 
At intermediate level we had a very young panel this year and
while not having any success they worked hard and hopefully
the success achieved at underage can be built on in the next
few years.
Well done to the girls who represented the club on victorious
Kilkenny panels - Nessa Farrell & Lizzie Byrne (u 18),  Niamh
Quinlan (u 16), Laura Fennelly, Maggie Simpson, Aisling Carey
& Emma Comerford ( u 14).  

Many thanks to all who helped during the year ñ sponsors,
team mentors, parents, committee members and all our play-
ers.
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Morrissey Motors, Kilkenny sponsored a set of jerseys for the u16 and minor
teams. Pictured at presentation:  Gary Farrell (Trainer), Gary Byrne, Eoghan
Farrell (Morrissey Motors), J J Lennon, Willie Delaney (Chairman), Darragh

Phelan (Morrissey Motors), Charlie Carter (Trainer)

Toss Farrell (Farrell Foods) presented the u 14 panel with club tops to mark their
achievement in winning the U14 County Final. Pictured here at the presentation

are Maggie Simpson (U 14 captain), Nicola Farrell (Farrell Foods), Cha Fitzpatrick
who presented their medals to the girls, Joan Treacy (Chairperson), Laura

Fennelly.

Gowran- U14 Roinn “D” Camogie Champions 2006
Back:  Martina Byrne(Trainer), Stephanie Hutchinson, Aisling Hennessy, Laura Fennelly, Aisling Carey, Caoimhe Cullen, Elaine Holden, Sarah Delehaunty, Nora O
Leary, Chelsea Sangha, Elaine Rudkins, Angela Langton, Aisling Byrne
Front:  Mairead Fogarty, Kay Drea, Eibhlin Fogarty, Orlaith Byrne, Sarah Ann Quinlan, Emma Comerford, Maggie Simpson, Kelly Treacy, Jean Kehoe, Ann Drea,
Catherine Kennedy (Trainer)       Missing from the picture:  Paula Farrell, Aoife Kehoe
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The Roinn A final was an exciting affair
with both finalists topping their groups to
qualify for a coveted place in the final.
With both teams determined to win and
neither side willing to give up without a
fight, this game proved to be a thriller.  

Clara were first on the score board when
Isabel Robinson collected the ball from
the throw-in and shot over the bar.
Freshford’s Yvonne McGrath responded
immediately when she raised the white
flag for her team.  This was to set the
scene for the rest of the match with both
teams matching each other almost score
for score.  There were many notable
players, including Yvonne McGrath (1-5),
Lydia Fitzpatrick, Maureen Walsh (1-0),
Hannah Dermody, Eva Dawson (1-0) and
Megan Coogan for Freshford, while play-
ers such as Isabel Robinson (3-4),
Alyson Creane (1-0), Leah Hope  and
Fiona Nolan (0-1) shone for Clara. There
were some great scores from both sides,
and also some fine saves from the two
goalkeepers Denise Daly (Freshford) and
Claire Nolan (Clara).
With four minutes to go, Yvonne McGrath
converted a free for Freshford to put
them ahead by one point.  They played
heroically to keep this lead, but in the
last minute Isabel Robinson completed
her hat-trick of goals, giving Clara a two
point lead.  Freshford battled hard to
make up the difference.  However, in
injury time, Fiona Nolan popped over the
final point of the game to give Clara a 3
point victory and their second Roinn A
win in a row. 

Clara Team & Panel:
Claire Nolan, Joan Murphy, Aisling Nolan,
Hilary Lennon, Leasa Byrne (Capt.), Fiona
Nolan, Kiera Barcoe, Alyson Creane, Leah
Hope, Emma Byrne, Isabel Robinson, Amy
Creane, Mary Connell, Katie Mulrooney,
Caoimhe Carrigan, Deirdre Carrigan,
Catherine Murphy, Lisa Kehoe, Ciara
Byrne, Dianaimh Byrne, Katie Butler.  

Freshford Team & Panel:  
Denise Daly, Maureen Walsh, Tracy Dalton,
Katie Doheny, Ellen Delaney, Katie Maher,
Yvonne McGrath, Shauna Bowden, Megan
Coogan, Lydia Fitzpatrick, Eva Dawson,
Rebecca Kennedy, Laura Dawson, Eleri
Theloke, Alya Condon, Mary Pat O’Sullivan,
Hannah Dermody. St. Canice’s were the strongest team in

Roinn B this year and ran out deserved
champions.  They easily defeated all

teams in their group and went into this
final as hot favourites.  Carrickshock
knew what they were up against and
went in determined to give it their all.
They fought bravely throughout the
game, showing great heart against a
much stronger side.  
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No Keeping Clara Down!
Primary Schools Camogie Report by Brenda Murphy

Clara - Roinn “A”  Champions 2006
Back: Katie Mulrooney, Catherine Murphy, Deirdre Carrigan, Caoimhe Carrigan, Mary O'Connell, Lisa Kehoe.
Middle: Emma Byrne, Lisa Byrne, Isabel Robinson, Fiona Nolan, Amy Crane, Kiera Barcoe.
Front: Leah Hope, Joan Murphy, Clare Nolan, Aisling Nolan, Hilary Lennon and Aylson Crane.

St Canice’s - Roinn “B” Champions 2006
Back: Tara Browne, Laura Crotty, Alex Horan, Sheila Condren, Neasa Egan, Niamh O'Connor, Jenny
Hayes, Orla Hanrick, Marita Lanigan, Claire Nolan.
Front: Ciara Tyrrell, Aoife Butler, Eva Maher, Lucy Sherwin, Muireann Brennan, Vikki Cudmore, Rachel
Bawle, Niamh Tuohy. Lying on ground Sonia Buggy.

(Photos:  Eoin Hennessy)
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St. Canice’s Captain Sonia Buggy (4-2)
was great at midfield.  However, this was
far from a one-woman show, and she
was well supported by her team-mates.
The other players to get on the score-
board were  Orla Hanrick (0-1), Eva
Maher (1-0), Niamh Browne (4-0) and
Lucy Sherwin (2-0). 
For Carrickshock, the midfield trio of Cáit
Broderick, Jennifer Irish and Kate
Andrewartha competed well and directed
a lot of ball into their forward line.
However, the St. Canice’s backline of
Claire Nowlan, Laura Crotty and Niamh
O’Connor proved to be impenetrable time

after time denying the Carrickshock for-
wards any score.
The score at half time was 6-1 to 0-0.
Carrickshock came out with guns blazing
in the second half and held St. Canice’s
scoreless for the third quarter.  However,
the city side eventually broke through to
get some fine scores to achieve a memo-
rable victory. 

St. Canice’s A Team & Panel:
Rachel Bawle, Marita Lanigan, Clara
Nowlan, Laura Crotty, Niamh O’Connor,
Orla O'Sullivan, Sonia Buggy (Capt.) ,
Neasa Egan, Tara Browne, Eva Maher,

Niamh Browne, Lucy Sherwin, Alex Horan,
Muireann Brennan, Jenny Hayes, Aoife
Butler, Sheila Condren, Vicki Cudmore,
Niamh Touhy, Ciara Tyrrell.

Carrickshock Team & Panel:
Suzanne Power,  Katie O’Meara, Patrice
Power, Eimear Fennelly, Grace Fitzpatrick,
Cáit Broderick, Jennifer Irish, Kate
Andrewartha, Marie Walsh, Sinéad Millea,
Eileen Walsh, Michelle Dwyer, Tamara
Williams, Mary Kenneally, Breda Irish, Aoife
Sheehan, Shauna Kelly, Aoife Doyle, Lisa
McBride, Lauren Roche, Christine Power,
Niamh Mason.

67

Lisdowney - Roinn “C” Champions 2006
Back: Emma Brophy, Kelly Ann Quinn, Claire Phelan, Aoife Murphy, Kate Delaney, Kathleen Dowling, Jessica O'Sullivan, Ciara Maher, Michaela Walsh, Marie
O'Gorman, Ann Marie Drennan, Claire Healy.
Front: Shannon Maher, Emily Walsh, Jessica Walsh, Jasmine Walsh, Emma Randall, Aisling O'Gorman, Michelle Hickey, Nicola O'Gorman, Annie Walsh.

Dunamaggin - Roinn “D”  Champions 2006
Back row: Louise Blake, Megan Walsh, Marina Kelly, Zoe Deady, Laura Cuddihy, Laura Farrell, Michelle Maher, Alison Bergin.

Middle Row: Gemma Long, Amy Murphy(capt), Susan Dunphy, Niamh Phelan, Aishling Cody, Emma Blake, Roisin Power.
Front Row: Fiona McEnery, Emily Murphy, Katie Dunphy, Eimear Moylan, Michaela Kenneally, Rachel Bergin, Eleanor Costello.
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Lisdowney proved too strong for a brave
Rower Inistioge team in this final. Both
teams fought hard to gain a place in the
final, beating Muckalee and Gowran in
their respective semi-finals. 
Lisdowney Captain Claire Phelan was in
top-scoring form for Lisdowney on the
day.  She scored 5-6 of her side’s total.
She was ably assisted by her fellow mid-
fielders, with Aoife Murphy also scoring
(0-3).  For the Rower-Inistioge, Tara
Kennedy was the chief scorer, clocking
up 1-2 for her team.  
Lisdowney led 4-6 to 1-2 at the interval.
On the turn-around, the Rower were a
new team and closed down Lisdowney
well.  Scores were much harder to come
by for both teams. Lisdowney scored the
first two points of the half through Claire
Phelan and  Aoife Murphy, with Kelly
Hamilton responding with a great point
from play. Lisdowney’s Claire Phelan
scored a cracker of a goal, doubling on
the ball for her team’s last score of  the
day.  The final quarter was evenly con-
tested when both defences were on top,
determinedly holding their opponents
scoreless.  

Lisdowney Team & Panel:
0 Kelly Ann Quinn, Kathleen Dowling, Ann
Marie Drennan, Jessica O’Sullivan, Ciara
Maher, Katie Delaney, Claire Phelan
(Capt.), Aoife Murphy, Claire Healy, Emma
Brophy, Nicola O’Gorman, Shannon Maher,
Michaela Walsh, Emma Randall, Jessica
Walsh, Jasmine Walshe, Emily Walshe,
Annie Walshe, Michelle Hickey, Aislinn
O’Gorman, Maire O’Gorman.

Rower Inistioge Team & Panel:  
Nora Hanrahan, Christine Lyng, Éadaoin
Leahy, Claire Fogarty, Emma Kavanagh
(Capt.), Katie Moffitt, Debbie O’Mahony,
Aoife Meaney, Kelly Hamilton, Aoife
Hanrahan, Tara Kennedy , Hannah Murphy,
Mairéad Kennedy, Aisling Carroll, Niamh
Doyle, Alice Moffitt, Cédona Kelly.

The Roinn D final was contested by two
teams hoping to win their first ever
Primary Schools Camogie final.
Dunamaggin and Ballyragget both
deserved their place in the final having

played well all year, with Dunamaggin
defeating Danesfort and Ballyragget
over-coming Bennettsbridge at semi-final
stage.
Dunamaggin opened the scoring with a
fine goal from full-forward Rachel Bergin,
which was quickly followed by a goal and
a point from Niamh Phelan.  The
Dunamaggin forward line of Gemma
Long, Niamh Phelan and Eleanor
Costello were in top form, all getting on
the scoreboard before the first half came
to an end.  The Ballyragget backline of
Naomi McGuire, Frances McConnell and
Kate Holland did their best to hold them,
and tackled bravely. Half time score:
Dunamaggin 9-1, Ballyragget 0-0.
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Freshford NS - Roinn “A” Finalists 2006
Back: Eleri Theloke, Mary Pat O'Sullivan, Kate Maher, Yvonne McGrath, Tracy Dalton, Laura Dawson, Lorna Donnelly.
Front: Ellen Delaney, Katie Doheny, Becky Kennedy, Denise Daly, Lidia Fitzpatrick, Megan Coogan, Eva Dawson, Shauna Bowden, Maureen Walsh.

Carrickshock - Roinn “B” Finalists    2006
Back: Jennifer Irish, Grace Fitzpatrick, Aoife Sheehan, Christine Power, Suzanne Power, Emer Fenneally,
Marie Walsh, Kate Andrewartha, Tamara Williams.
Middle: Shauna Kelly, Patrice Power, Breda Irish, Mary Kenneally, Lisa McBride, Cáit Broderick, Eileen
Walsh, Michelle Dwyer.
Front:  Sinead Millea, Niamh Mason, Lauren Riche, Aoife Doyle.
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Ballyragget regrouped for the second half
and conceded just 3-2 to their oppo-
nents.  Goalkeeper Shauna Lacey made
some fine saves and was assisted coura-
geously by her back-line. The mid-field
won more possession, getting the ball up
to their forward line and were rewarded
with a lovely goal from Kate Holland and
a point from Tracy Brennan.
However, it was Dunamaggin’s day and
they did themselves proud by winning
their first ever final.  They had many
stars on the day, including  Susan
Dunphy (1-1), Fiona McEnery, Gemma
Long (1-0), Niamh Phelan (5-2), Eleanor
Costello (3-0), Rachel Bergin (1-0) and
Zoe Deade (1-0).  

Dunamaggin Team & Panel:  
Eimear Moylan, Aisling Coady, Emma
Blake, Michaela Kenneally, Susan Dunphy,
Róisín Power, Amy Murphy, Fiona
McEnery, Gemma Long, Niamh Phelan,
Eleanor Costello, Rachel Bergin, Zoe
Deady, Laura Fennelly, Lydia Noonan,
Alison Bergin, Michelle Maher, Megan
Walsh, Katie Murphy, Marine Kelly, Louise
Blake, Laura Cuddihy, Emily Murphy.

Ballyragget Team & Panel:  
Shauna Lacey, Megan Foley, Naomi
McGuire, Frances McConnell, Kate
Holland, Sarah Byrne, Tracy Brennan, Anna
Brennan, Dervla Gannon, Eimear
Stapleton, Aoife Jacob, Noelle Murphy,
Niamh Lennon, Laura Delaney, Orla Jacob,
Aoife Dempsey, Laura Hegarty.
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Rower/Inistioge - Roinn “C” Finalists 2006
Back: Emma Kavanagh, Katie Moffitt, Niamh Doyle, Alice Moffitt, Debbie O Mahoney, Nora Harahan, Mareid
Kennnedy, Hannah Murphy, Aoife Meaney, Claire Fogarty.   
Front:  Aoife Hanrahan , Tara Kennedy, Eadaoin Leahy. Cliodhna Kelly, Kelly Hamilton, Aishling Carroll,
Christine Lyng.

Ballyragget - Roinn “D” Finalists 2006
Back:  Laura Hegarty, Niamh Lennon, Andrea O'Shea, Aoife O'Shea, Orla Jacob, Laura Delaney.
Middle :  Naoimi McGuire, Treacy Brennan, Frances McConnell, Kate Holland, Dervla Gannon, Eimer
Stapleton.
Front :  Anna Brennan, Shauna Lacey, Noelle Murphy, Aoife Jacob, Sarah Byrne and Megan Foley.  

Supporting
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HONDA MINOR HURLING CHAM-
PIONSHIP

ROINN A 
Maroon was certainly the colour to be
wearing if you were a supporter of the
Dicksboro club out on the Tullaroan road,
as their young hurlers spared no effort in
the pursuit of all available, local and
national, competitions. To their credit,
they never flinched from any of the chal-
lenges presented to them, and if credit is
being lavished, one must pay enormous
regard to the many mentors, and helpers
that managed to get their respective
charges to the various finals, and still fur-
ther, managed to encourage them to go
the full nine feet. It was a truly remark-
able season for all concerned, one that
they can scarcely repeat, but it was also
an exercise in what diligence, discipline,
and self-confidence-without arrogance-
can be achieved with people who have a
need to express themselves.
The Boro achieved that in spades.
They were stonewall certs to win the
Roinn A minor Championship from the
very beginning. This team has been nur-
tured by dedicated personnel from away
back. 
Much was expected, but there was
always the danger that the expectation

card could end up being overdrawn.
Erins Own, O'Loughlin Gaels, and
Mooncoin received byes to the quarter
finals. The remaining ten teams went
head to head for the same facility. Only
Dicksboro and St. Martins had rather
easy passages to the quarter finals, rela-
tive to the remaining victors. Danesfort
got it extremely difficult to get by
Lisdowney in their game. It is certain that
they would not have managed it, if one
Richie Hogan was not playing for them.
He scored 1-11 of their total, which near-
ly guarantees ultimate victory. Danesfort
won by 3-12 to Lisdowney's 3-9.
James Stephens had an equally traumat-
ic time against Clara, getting over the
winning line by a single goal; James
Stephens 3-9, Clara 2-9.
Dicksboro had 1-8 to spare when they
opened their account against the Rower
Inistioge, while St.Martins had more to
spare against St.Lactains, winning by 7-9
to 2-7.
Piltown (1-12) only shaded it over
Thomastown (0-11) in Mullinavat to earn
their place at the quarter final table.
The tempo was cranked up slightly when
St.Martins barely, and fortuitously slipped
ahead of the James Stephens lads late
on, winning by 1-7 to 1-6. Erins Own (3-

12) took the wind out of the Piltown sails
with a fine 3-12 to 0-8 victory, and
Dicksboro survived against a very deter-
mined Danesfort, eventually winning by
3-13 to 2-11. O'Loughlin Gaels (0-13) got
a few frights before accounting for the
Mooncoin challenge (0-9).
The semi-finals threw up two contrasting
encounters, with St.Martins, the defend-
ing Champions sweeping neighbours,
Erins Own away with a clinical display of
very accurate hurling. They won by 1-17
to 1-3. The other semi-final was a much
closer affair, with Dicksboro just holding
on to win by 1-10 to 1-8.
The County Final between the
Champions, St.Martins and the pre-
tenders to the throne, Dicksboro, proved
to be a tough, hard, memorable, enter-
taining game, with the result in doubt to
the final, and we really mean, final whis-
tle. There were some great passages of
hurling, but defences were so dominant,
that scoring chances were at a premium.
The Boro, after looking the better team in
the opening half, led by two points-0-8 to
1-3- at half time. In a topsy-turvy second
half, the sides arrived at the sixty-minute
mark, level with each other. You could
cut the atmosphere with a scythe. The
excitement was knife-edge. In added
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‘Boro Complete the Treble
Bord na nÓg MH Report

Dicksboro Minor “A” Hurling Champions 2006 
Back: Cian Tynan, Drew Phelan, Liam Ryan, Caimin Browne, Philly Dunne, Peter Tierney, Willie Cuddihy, Peter Fitzpatrick, Peter Nolan, Thomas Hayes, Kevin Nolan.
Middle: Philip Tierney, Jim Ryan, Anthony Martin, Ciaran Gough, Seanie Tyrrell, John Fagan, David Glynn, Colm Brady, Enda Malone, Michael Fagan, Danny Kenny,
Ger O'Donoghue, Ciaran Neary, Philly Byrne, E.J. Ryan, Liam Maher, Frank Morrissey. 
Front: Denis Philpott, Michael Cotter, John Traynor, Oisin Walsh, Marco Russmann, Adrian Stapleton, Shane Maher, David Ryan, Lorcan Brennan, Diarmuid Molloy,
Martin Gaffney, Eoin Burke.

(Photos:  Eoin Hennessy)
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time, captain Shane Maher availed of
some determined work by Martin Gaffney
to win the ball. Dashing through the
St.Martins defence, he was unerring with
his attempt at scoring a point. Despair for
the gallant St.Martins, who had fought a
torrid battle with superb dignity, and
courage to hold onto their title. They did
get a late, late chance to draw the game,
but the chance was spurned.
What a way to finish a magnificent sea-
son for the Boro club!

ROINN B 
Tullaroan and Kilmacow were the lucky
ones to get byes into the quarter finals of
the Roinn "B" Honda Hurling
Championship. The first time an amalga-
mation had occurred, saw Windgap com-
bining with Galmoy to affiliate a team.
There were some excellent games in the
preliminary round, with John Lockes from
Callan overhauling Graig Ballycallan to
win by 0-17 to 1-10.Tullogher Rosbercon
(2-14) accounted for Barrow Rangers (1-
12) in Inistioge, but Conahy had to fight
every millimetre of the way to account for
an uncompromising Carrickshock, the
Conahy lads eventually winning by 2-12
to 2-11. Ballyhale Shamrocks ((2-5) were
no match for the Fenians (6-16), but it
was a different story with the
Galmoy/Windgap combination, who were
most unfortunate to be beaten by the
Emeralds on a score of 1-12 to 1-10.
Mullinavat had nine points to spare over
Glenmore, winning their game by 1-19 to
2-7.

In the quarter finals, double scores sepa-
rated the Fenians (2-12) and Tullaroan
(1-6) in their game. Emeralds (4-15) had
a runaway victory over Tullogher
Rosbercon (1-5), while Conahy got a
walk over from Kilmacow, who were one
of the two teams to have got a bye. John
Lockes (0-8) were no match for
Mullinavat (1-19).
Both semi-finals were keenly contested,
with the game between Conahy
Shamrocks and Mullinavat nerve wrack-
ingly close. It could not have been closer,
with the southerners, just edging in front
at the end, winning by 1-13 to Conahy's
0-15. The Fenians and the Emeralds also
fought a brave, exciting battle to get to
the Final. The Urlingford contingent got
home in front by three points, but it was
close, and in doubt for most of the game.
Mullinavat proved a little too good for a
gallant Emeralds, eventually winning by
2-6 to 1-3.

ROINN C 
Eight teams were affiliated to this
Championship, with St.Patricks of
Ballyraggett, and Blacks and Whites
being widely touted as eventual victors.
St.Patricks, Slieverue and
Bennettsbridge creamed their way
through the quarter finals with rather
facile wins over Cloneen,
Graignamanagh, and Young Irelands
respectively. Blacks & Whites had a little
more trouble with Dunnamaggan, whom
they eventually suppressed by 2-15 to 3-
6. Blacks & Whites had to have two runs

at overcoming the Bennettsbridge chal-
lenge. Their initial game ended with both
sharing 36 points. The second was much
more definitive, with the Skeoughvosteen
lads winning by 4-16 to 0-9.
Even the extra game did not help the
Skeough lad's preparation for the Final,
as they went down rather heavily to
St.Patricks on a score of 4-17 to 1-13.   

CITROEN MINOR HURLING
LEAGUE

The Minor League Division one was run
on the same principles as the under-16
League. Initially divided into four groups
of four  teams, the first and second
placed teams in each group were then
put into an eight-group competition,
which was then sub divided into two
groups of four teams. They were des-
tined to compete for the final stages of
the League, whilst the remaining eight
teams were also divided into two groups
to play out for a Shield competition

DIVISION ONE
O'Loughlin Gaels made it three victories
from three games in their group one
competition. They qualified to advance to
the second phase of the League compe-
tition. Erins Own with two wins over
James Stephens and Piltown followed
them out of the group.
Clara cut a great dash in group two with
three good wins to head their group.
Thomastown, with wins over Conahy and
the Rower Inistioge travelled with them to

72

St Martin’s County MH “A” Finalists 2006
Back:  Damien Tynan, Cornelius O’Flynn, Michael Moylan, Cathal Healy,  Geoff Doyle, Tomás Morrissey, Stephen Shore, Jamie Heffernan.
Middle : Keith Davitt, Patrick Nolan, Canice Maher, Noel Darcy, Roderick Hogan, Darragh Callanan, Ml Nolan, Ciarán Brennan, John Haughney, Micheál Morrissey., 
Front :  Brian Byrne, Paddy Dowling, Mark Murphy, Conor Kelly, James Dowling (Capt), Colin McGrath, Fionn Lawlor, John Mulhall, Thomas Breen, Ollie Walsh.
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phase two. Mooncoin continued their
great early season form when gaining
maximum points from their three games
in group three. St.Lactains beat
Danesfort and Mullinavat to join them.
Dicksboro, dropped a point against
St.Martins, but still managed to make

"the cut" for the second League phase.
St.Martins were to go with them.
In Division One "A" group one, St.Martins
collected maximum points from three
games against Clara, O'Loughlin Gaels,
and St.Lactains. Clara won one game
against St.Lactains, and drew with

O'Loughlins, and the three points
accrued were sufficient to enable them to
make the semi-finals. 
In Division One "A" group two, the stylish
Mooncoin made it six from six after beat-
ing Erins Own, Thomastown, and
Dicksboro. The Boro beat Thomastown

73

Mullinavat : Roinn B Minor Champions 2006.
Back: Liam Fennelly (Selector), Daniel Malone, Paul Culleton, Joseph Gahan, Andrew Delahunty, Padraic Gahan, Mossy Jones, Joseph Fennelly, Ciarán Boyle.

Middle: Ned Haberlin & Michael Delahunty (Selectors), Paddy Frisby (Manager), Stephen Ryan, Paul Haberlin, Robert Jones, Joey Delahunty, Nicky Anthony, John
Thomas Murphy, Joey Wall, James Culleton, Eddie Freyne, John Reid.

Front: John Boyle (Selector), Kevin Knox, James Walsh, Niall Frisby, Micheál Farrell (Captain), Paddy Raftice, Paul Fitzgerald, Ian Duggan, Michael Malone.

Blacks & Whites - Division 3  MH League Champions 2006
Back : James Doyle (Trainer), Darren Cleere, Keith Doherty, Damien O'Dowd, Jimmy Lennon, Frank Ryan, James Kennedy, Mikie Whelan, Aidan O'Dowd, Ml.

Moloney,Mick Lennon (Selector), Dick Barcoe, (Selector). 
Front: Johnny Barcoe (Selector), Michael Moloney, John Lennon, Richie Barcoe, Padraig Joyce,(Captain), Graham O'Neill, Robert Kirwan, Michael Barcoe. 

Missing: Jason and Niall Foley.
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and Erins Own to qualify with them for
the Division One semi-finals.
Mooncoin have qualified for the Final by
beating Clara 4-11 to 1-10 in their semi
final while St Martin’s and Dicksboro are
booked to meet in the other semi-final. 

SHIELD

James Stephens and Mullinavat qualified
for the semi-finals, as did Lisdowney and
Danesfort. The Village and Danesfort
were unbeaten in their groups.
Lisdowney experienced little difficulty in

defeating Mullinavat by 3-14 to 0-2, while
Jas Stephens  are scheduled to meet
Danesfort.

DIVISION TWO

In Phase One, Fenians with three run-
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Galmoy/Windgap -  Roinn B MH League Champions 2006
Back: Peter Landy, Pat Lonnergan (Selector), Adam Smith, Vincent Landy, Brendan Phelan, C. J. Cullinane, Ger Purcell, Vincent Purcell, Thomas Corcoran, Stephan
Maher, Walter Landy, Nigel Stanley, Joe Dollard senior (Selector) and Eamonn Corcoran senior (Selector).
Front: Donica Grey (Coach), Padraic Bacon, Thomas Phelan, Eddie Ryan, Stephen Delaney, Eamonn Corcoran junior, Conor Lonergan (Joint Captain), John Phelan
(Joint Captain), Joe Dollard junior and Eoin Glendon.

Missing from photo : PJ Egan (Selector and Team Trainer), Eoin Ryan and Patrick Foley.

St Pat’s Ballyragget - Roinn “C”  MH Champions 2006
Back: John Mooney, John Holland, Enda Mooney, James Morrissey, Brendan Morrissey, Seoirse Kenny, Sean Meany, Tony McGrath, Tim Sherman, James Kelly,
Dermot Brophy.
Front: Joe Brennan, Liam Lacey, Michael Gannon, Geoffrey Brennan, Liam Bergin, James Gannon, Barry Staunton, Geoff Morrissey, Bill Staunton, Eddie Brophy,
Brian Mulhall. 
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away wins against Clonad from Laois,
Barrow Rangers, and Graig Ballycallan,
easily qualified for the second phase of
the League. They were joined from their
own group by Graig Ballycallan. 
From group two, St.Patricks Ballyraggett,
and Galmoy/Windgap came through, with
five and four points respectively from
their three-game programmes.
Tullaroan and John Lockes with five and
four points respectively also qualified
from group three, while Bennettsbridge
and Kilmacow qualified from group four.
In Division Two "A" group one, the men
from Johnstown, Fenians had little diffi-
culty in qualifying for the League semi
final as they beat John Lockes,
Kilmacow, and St.Patricks. Callan's John
Lockes joined them in the semi-final after
defeating St.Patricks, and Kilmacow.
In Division Two "A" group two, the amal-
gamation of Galmoy and Windgap quali-
fied also for the semi-finals, with two
wins against Tullaroan and Graig
Ballycallan, and a draw against
Bennettsbridge. Tullaroan, compliments
of wins over Graig Ballycallan and

Bennettsbridge also came through.
Windgap/Galmoy and Tullaroan had out-
standing victories against John Lockes
and Fenians respectively, and faced
each other in the League Final. In a
magnificent game, the victory rested with
the combined resources of
Galmoy/Windgap, who narrowly won by
3-6 to 1-10.

SHIELD
There were two Laois teams in the final
stages of the Shield competition. Clonad
and Mountrath made their debuts in
Kilkenny hurling. They may not have won
too many games, but it would have been
a very valuable experiment for many of
them. Carrickshock and Ballyhale
Shamrocks qualified for the semi-finals,
as did Emeralds and Tullogher
Rosbercon. In a high scoring game,
Emeralds beat Shamrocks by 4-16 to 3-
12, and Carrickshock with 17 points were
a little too good for Tullogher (2-5).

NB: Final not played due to a dispute.

DIVISION THREE
There were five rounds of matches in the
Third Division of the League, with Blacks
& Whites, Cloneen, Graignamanagh and
Slieverue the fancied runners. However,
Young Irelands set a hot pace at the
head of the competition, and they went
straight through without ever looking like
being beaten. Blacks & Whites suffered
one defeat against Young Irelands, and
they also drew with Graignamanagh, so
they qualified for the semi-finals.
Graignamanagh with two wins and a
draw got there as well, while Cloneen
just got there, with two wins over
Dunnamaggan, and Slieverue.
In the League Final, Blacks & Whites just
got the better of Young Irelands after a
titanic encounter, where the lead
changed five time. The final score read,
Blacks & Whites 2-6, Young Irelands 1-8.

SHIELD

Graignamanagh beat Slieverue in the
Shield Final by 1-18 to 1-12.
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KILKENNY VEHICLE CENTRE
MAIN DEALERS

CALLAN ROAD, KILKENNY.
Tel: (056) 7722830, 7763461.  Fax: (056) 7722657

E-mail: ktc@indigo.ie   Website: www.kilkennytruckcentre.com
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“So what’s the plan? More to the point, where’s the plan? You
know, the three-year plan required to bring Kilkenny back to
the Hogan Stand podium in September? Because that’s the
minimum length of time it’s going to take the county to build its
next McCarthy Cup-winning team. Three years. Perhaps as
much as five years. Possibly even longer than that. 

“Which doesn’t mean the Black and Amber mightn’t win an
All Ireland against the head in 2006 or 2007. On the other
hand, it categorically doesn’t mean the Black and Amber will
win one before the end of the decade, a scenario that 18
months back would have appeared downright unbelievable.
But the Cody era reached its apogee quite some time ago, and
the next successful Kilkenny team will not mushroom
overnight…

“Hurling has moved up two levels in the space of two years.
Training hard is no substitute for training smart. Cork are play-
ing painstakingly structured, remorselessly practised tunes.
Kilkenny, their needle snagged, are stuck trotting out the same
hackneyed, predictable diddly-idle stuff. Will we be saying the
same again here in twelve months’ time?”

(E. McEvoy, Kilkenny GAA Yearbook 2005)

No, we won’t be saying the same thing in twelve months’ time.
Hmm…

Not the most inspired prediction you’ve ever seen, was it?
The next successful
Kilkenny team did
mushroom
overnight. Brian
Cody masterminded
a fourth All Ireland
triumph in the space
of seven years. The
McCarthy Cup win-
ters on Noreside.
Humble pie rather
than turkey will be
the order of the day
chez McEvoy this
Christmas, even if it
will take another
two or three years
for the current
group of emerging
Kilkenny youngsters
to mature into a
truly formidable
team.

In his more reflec-
tive moments, the
man from Kilfera
might say, in that
polite but insistent
way of his, that to
write off the coun-
ty’s chances in 2006
was to underesti-
mate spectacularly

the ability of his players, the professionalism of his set-up and
the motivational powers of the man himself. A reasonable con-
tention, but it’s not entirely true. This writer doubted none of the
above twelve months ago; what he did doubt was Brian Cody’s
flexibility. The manager’s readiness to move with the times, to
consign the glories of 2002-03 to the pages of history, to aban-
don so many of the verities that had brought him such success
and to strike out for a new frontier.

It turned out he was ready alright. Ready enough, willing
enough and flexible enough. Brian Cody took a quantum leap
and decided that everything he’d believed was right was now
wrong - or now obsolete, at any rate. Plan A went out the win-
dow, to be replaced not by Plan A – which would have been the
case in the past – but by Plan B. He unsnagged the needle,
tarmacked over that beloved demolition-derby track of his and
returned Kilkenny to first principles. Breaking down the front
door gave way to sneaking in the back. Angled deliveries for-
ward replaced high balls forward. The defence stopped giving
away frees like snuff at a wake and ceased driving lazy-minded
ball up the field for God to direct. To put it at its simplest,
Kilkenny won the 2006 All Ireland because they went back to
doing what they’re best at: playing thoughtful, fluent, stylish
hurling. In a (short) sentence, they reclaimed their birthright.

February: The opening day of the season brings Laois to
Nowlan Park for a game in which, we can now say with hind-
sight, all the secrets of summer are laid bare. Who says the
league is irrelevant? That Kilkenny win easily isn’t the point.
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THAT WAS THE YEAR! 
by Enda McEvoy (Sunday Tribune)

The goal that buried Cork
Aidan Fogarty beats Diarmuid O’Sullivan and scores Kilkenny’s vital goal.  

Damien Eagers/SPORTSFILE
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That they win easily by hurling Laois out of it as opposed to
horsing them out of it definitely is. Exhibit A is the eyecatching
debut at left-half forward of Michael Rice, who embodies every-
thing that’s good about his team’s display. Rice hurls with his
head up, always aware of the bigger picture, always conscious
of the width of the pitch, always happy to thread a 20-yard pass
to a colleague as opposed to belting the sliotar as far as it’ll go
merely for the sake of it. The Kilkenny leopard has changed his
spots, or at the very worst shown a refreshing willingness to do
so. The only question that will matter from here on is whether
the leopard possesses the strength of purpose to stick with the
new approach in difficult circumstances.

March-April: The leopard does indeed possess the strength of
purpose. Kilkenny hand out a pair of trimmings to Tipperary in
Thurles, manage a well-earned draw at the Gaelic Grounds
(both Eamonn Cregan and Tony Considine declare afterwards
that the visitors’ first touch and stickwork was much better than
Limerick’s) and score a fine win in Galway before defeating
Limerick, slightly anti-climactically, in the league final. An
unbeaten run, another trophy, the assertion by a rival coach
that Kilkenny were “now back playing the kind of hurling they
always should have been playing”: it’s been a highly satisfying
spring. And against Tipperary in the semi-final there comes a
moment that can stand as the ultimate emblem of the new
approach - the most significant moment of Kilkenny’s entire
year, even. Bizarrely, it occurs when Tommy Walsh overcarries
and concedes a free. And why does he overcarry and concede
the free? Because Tommy, hitherto a man who in seeking to
transfer the sliotar up the field would have hoisted it into the air
at his earliest convenience and not spent very much time wor-
rying about what became of it thereafter, was so busy survey-
ing his options, so engrossed in attempting to pick out the right
pass to the right teammate in the right pocket of space, that he
dallied too long. To paraphrase Eliot, the wrong deed for the
right reason.

The win against Limerick at a drizzly Semple Stadium marks
Kilkenny’s fourth National League crown in the space of five
season and the first leg of a third league-championship double
during the period. When Cody’s obituary is eventually written, it
is this formidable, almost remorseless consistency that will fea-
ture high among his most laudable achievements. Again and
again he’s sent out teams who are not only geared to win but
who exist to win. If a game is there to be played, it’s there to
be won. If you think champagne, you drink champagne.
Consistency of performance leads to consistency of results.
Good habits become good instincts. Good instincts yield silver-
ware.

June-August: After Westmeath are disposed of in Mullingar and
Wexford brushed aside in a mismatch of a provincial decider
that brought Leinster hurling to new depths (not the winners’
fault, it need hardly be added), the phony war ends on a sunny
Saturday evening in Thurles. Paradoxically, the first serious
battle of the championship is over almost as soon as it is
joined, for Galway are blitzkrieged by a Kilkenny team trained
to the minute. 

This is the match, it soon becomes clear, that Brian Cody,
Martin Fogarty, Mick Dempsey and Noel Richardson have been
preparing for all year. Unlike in 2005’s All Ireland quarter-final
against Limerick, the Noresiders are bouncing off the ground.
Henry Shefflin is back to his regal best, Martin Comerford runs
Galway ragged and at midfield Kilkenny have a new orchestra-
tor in Cha Fitzpatrick, who in his first intercounty outing in the
position turns in a blinding night’s work, all touch and imagina-
tion and perceptiveness. Not every piece in the jigsaw is yet in
place; Galway produce a storming finish that exposes a num-
ber of gaps in the winners’ defence. Afterwards Cody takes
umbrage, with a degree of justification, at what he views as

excessive concentration by the media on the issue of why his
lads faded in the closing quarter. The evening’s pros far out-
weigh its cons, however. Kilkenny’s season has spun on its
axis. 

Further gaps in the rearguard are exposed in the early stages
of the All Ireland semi-final; had Clare managed to bag three
goals during the opening quarter instead of the one they did

get, not even the most diehard follower of the Black and Amber
could have objected. But having come fortuitously through
choppy waters, Kilkenny ultimately sail home smoothly, firing
over points at will in the last ten minutes. Shefflin and Cha
reprise their Semple Stadium heroics, while no less worthy of
comment is a third successive solid performance from Eddie
Brennan, who’s relishing his new lease of life at wing-forward,
where his ability to win his own ball and carry it goalwards adds
a new weapon to the team’s armoury.

September: The most satisfying Kilkenny All Ireland victory
since 1982. Or 1972. Or, if you’re of a certain age, 1967. Or
whatever you’re having yourself, basically. And a far more satis-
fying All Ireland victory, for whatever reason or combination of
reasons (the ending of the briefest of famines, the Black and
Amber defying their status as underdogs, the halting of Cork’s
treble bid – though the latter ranked a long way down the list of
reasons to be cheerful, as indeed it ought to have, if the pre-
vailing reaction of the general population of Noreside was an
accurate guide), than the completion of the three-in-a-row in
2004 would have been. 

The loss of JJ Delaney was never going to be the difference
between Kilkenny winning and losing the All Ireland final. The
absence of a coherent gameplan was. In the event, Delaney’s
misfortune, while not a blessing in disguise, certainly added an
even keener edge to the challengers’ focus. One reflects in
passing on the mayhem of the 1999 All Ireland press night at
Nowlan Park and Paul Kinsella’s perceptive remark, sotto voce,
that an injury scare would do Kilkenny no harm by dampening
down the hype and concentrating a few minds around the
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county. Quite.

And Kilkenny, it turned out, did have a gameplan. Rather like
the Cats themselves two years earlier, Cork had been on the
go so long and so publicly that all their strengths and weak-
nesses were matters of public record. Sensibly, the Leinster
champions went baldheaded for the holders’ greatest strength,
their half-back line, harrying them senseless and thereby cut-
ting the channels of supply to the midfield, where Derek Lyng
cramped the space further by lying deep in front of his half-
back line. In essence, Kilkenny smothered Cork to death. But
they didn’t forget to hurl while they were at it (next time you
watch the video of the final, count how often a forward in
stripes looked up and switched the angle of attack on gaining
possession), and isolating Henry Shefflin on Diarmuid
O’Sullivan in the closing stages was a judicious gambit. It was
only Cork’s strength of will that left them three points behind at
the end of a game a less obdurate team would have lost by
seven or eight points.

Brian Cody has sent out painstakingly prepared, utterly moti-
vated teams in the past. He has never sent out one with such a
minutely thought-out gameplan, nor one that executed it so
thoroughly. Of his four McCarthy Cup victories in his eight
years in charge, this was unquestionably his finest. Not that it
was entirely his own handiwork, for such triumphs are not and
cannot be the handiwork of a single individual; one suspects
that Martin Fogarty and Mick Dempsey may never be granted
the credit they deserve for their input.

We beg leave to mention three others. James McGarry, who
has elevated consistent unflappability to the realms of art form;
James Ryall, who showed resilience and no little skill in hand-
somely paying his way at wing-back and whose flick of the slio-
tar to dispossess Jerry O’Connor in the final was a signal
moment; and the retreaded Eddie Brennan for the reasons
already outlined. A brief word too about Adrian Finan’s under-
21s, who against Galway in the All Ireland semi-final at
Tullamore served up the most intoxicating display witnessed

from a team in black and amber in 2006, who hurled their way
back into the argument to snatch the latest of draws against a
doughty Tipperary on the second Sunday of September at
Croke Park and who showed their strength of will and purpose
when outslugging the same opponents in Thurles six days later. 

Not so much a black September as a black and amber
September. And a black and amber year.

* Enda McEvoy is the hurling correspondent of the Sunday
Tribune.
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Hurler of the year: Henry Shefflin.
Next best: Eoin Kelly (Tipperary).
Young hurler: Cha Fitzpatrick.
Game of the year: Cork v Waterford, All Ireland semi-

final, Croke Park, August 6th.
Next best: Kilkenny v Tipperary, All Ireland 

under-21 final, Croke Park, 
September 10th. 

Best winning captain’s speech:
Tony Woodcock of 
Danesfort after the Kilkenny junior 
final.

Goal of the year: Ben O’Connor in the Munster final.
Point of the year: Anything scored by Shamrocks. 

Team: James McGarry (Kilkenny); Brian Murphy (Cork), JJ
Delaney (Kilkenny), Eoin Murphy (Waterford); Tony Browne
(Waterford), Ronan Curran (Cork), Tommy Walsh (Kilkenny);
Cha Fitzpatrick (Kilkenny), Jerry O’Connor (Cork); Eddie
Brennan (Kilkenny), Henry Shefflin (Kilkenny), Dan Shanahan
(Waterford); Eoin Kelly (Tipperary), Martin Comerford
(Kilkenny), Tony Griffin (Clare).

Enda’s Awards

WALLSLOUGH,
WATERFORD

ROAD,
KILKENNY

TTeelleepphhoonnee  005566  --  77776622557777  //  77776633665566  //  77776633666688        FFaaxx::    77776633665566

Well Done, Kilkenny!
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For supporters of handball in Kilkenny the
most pleasing aspect of 2006 was the
counties dominance of the All Ireland Minor
grade. As we approach the end of the year,
all four of the 40 x 20 and 60 x 30 Minor
titles on offer rest by the Noreside, with
Nicholas Anthony, of Mullinavat, a proud
recipient of three of those crowns.
Elsewhere at adult level the main story
was the clean sweep of Michael Ducksie
Walsh in the Masters grade while at juve-
nile level Kilkenny won a number of All
Ireland titles. On the International front a
large party travelled from Kilkenny to the
World Championships in Canada, bringing
home five winners awards.

40 x 20

At the start of this year’s 40 x 20 season,
Kilkenny’s Richie Hogan was the favourite
to lift the All Ireland Minor title in both
Singles and Doubles. The Kilfane player
lived up to this pressure, and partnered by
the ever reliable Nicholas Anthony in the
Doubles, was the holder of two All Ireland
winner’s medals at the end of the season.
In the Singles decider, Richie had a tough
battle with Padraig McGlinchey (Tyrone),
winning 21-16, 12-21, 21-14 while in the
Doubles decider the Kilkenny pair again
accounted for Tyrone in two sets.
The All Ireland Junior Doubles title was
retained by Kilkenny this year when Frank
and Brian Manogue defeated all chal-
lengers to record a famous win for the
Kells club. On their way to success the
Kells brothers had a home win against
Cork in the All Ireland semi final and then
defeated Galway’s Bernie McDonagh and
Alan McInearney 21-12, 21-11 in the
decider.
The Masters A grade featured Kilkenny leg-
end Ducksie Walsh this year for the first
time and what an impact he made during

the year. The Talbots Inch star was far too
strong for all comers in Singles, hammer-
ing Stevie Madden (Antrim) 21-0, 21-4 in

the All Ireland final, while in Doubles he
teamed up with Pat Maher (Clogh) to take
the crown, again at the expense of
Madden and J McAllister, in two games.
Kilkenny also won Leinster titles in Silver
Masters A Singles and Intermediate
Doubles but failed to add national honours.
Johnny Brennan (Mothel) reached the final
of the Silver Masters A grade, losing to
Billy Silcock (Antrim) 21-14, 21-10 while
Eddie Bourke (O’Loughlins) and Eamon
Law (Mulinavat) were beaten by Cork at
the semi final stage of the Intermediate
Doubles championship.
Others who had good Leinster champi-
onships were Jimmy Neary (Talbots Inch)
in Emerald Masters B and Gerry Murphy
(Goresbridge) in Golden Masters B who
both lost their provincial deciders to Dublin
opposition. In Intermediate Singles Timmy
Clifford (O’Loughlins) made a good start
against Westmeath winning the first set 21-
9, but then losing the next two 21-16, 21-
11.
On the Senior front, Ducksie once again
kept the Kilkeny flag flying when he com-
peted in the Leinster championship. In his
quarter final match he came out on the
wrong side of a 2-0 loss to eventual beaten
All Ireland finalist, Eoin Kennedy (Dublin)
while in Doubles he and Eamon Law lost to
Michael Gregan and Johnny Willoughby
(Wicklow), also in two games.

60 x 30
The 60 x 30 season this year proved to be
a very rewarding time for our Minor hand-
ballers as they captured both the All
Ireland Singles and Doubles titles. The top
player in these championships was
Nicholas Anthony (Mullinavat) who tri-
umphed in the Singles championship and
then partnered Kirk Greene (O’Loughlins)
to the Doubles crown.
The South Kilkenny player powered his
way through Leinster and then accounted
for David Walsh (Waterford) in the Singles
semi final to set up a meeting with Tyrone’s
Brian Donaghy. There was never any
doubt about the result as Nicholas domi-
nated from early on and was a convincing
winner in two games 21-17, 21-13.
In the Minor Doubles championship,
Nicholas and Kirk having won out in
Leinster, again defeated Waterford at the
semi final stage and in the decider against
Tyrone’s Donaghy and Conor Duff it was
the turn of Kirk to put on a scintillating per-
formance as they won 21-13,21-7 to retain
the Minor Doubles title for Kilkenny.
There were also some tremendous per-
formances in the Junior B grade where
local players won both All Ireland titles on
offer. In the Junior B Singles champi-
onship, Sean Maher (Clogh) really came of
age this year as he turned in some magnif-
icent performances. His reward for winning
the Leinster championship was a home tie
in Talbots Inch against Cork, which he won
2-0 and then went on to defeat Thomas
Turley (Armagh), 21-11, 21-13 in the All
Ireland final in Dublin.

In the Junior B Doubles championship the
O’Loughlins pairing of Seamie Phelan and
Michael Falsey were the dark horses this
year as they won all their matches to take
their first adult All Ireland titles. On their
way to their All Ireland victory they defeat-
ed fellow Kilkenny pair Sean Maher and
Thomas Campion in the provincial final,
travelled to Cork to for the semi final see
off the challenge of the home county and in
the All Ireland decider they beat
Roscommon 21-19, 21-16 to record a
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Minor Handballers Dominate
in 2006

Handball Report by Martin Lalor

Richie Hogan
All Ireland Singles and Doubles Champion

Brian (left) and Frank Manogue, All Ireland 
40 x20 Junior Doubles winners.

'All Ireland Minor star of 2006, Nicholas Anthony (R)
with partner Kirk Greene and Handball President

Tom Walsh after their Doubles victory'

Duxie Walsh & Pat Maher made a clean sweep of
the Masters Grades
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famous victory.
The Masters A championship was once

again dominated by the exploits of Ducksie
Walsh as he added another two All Ireland
titles. In the Singles championship he
cruised through Leinster, defeated Limerick
at the semi final stage and annihilated
Roscommon’s Anthony O’Donnell, 21-0,
21-4 in the final. Both these players met in
the Doubles final a week later when
Ducksie and Pat Maher convincingly beat
O’Donnell and his partner Martin Bruen,
21-4, 21-4, to complete a clean sweep of
all the Masters titles available this year.
Ducksie and Pat had also won the inaugu-
ral Masters Hardball championship when
they defeated Phil Parsons and Martin
Lalor, 21-7, 21-15 while Ducksie beat
Paddy Donovan (Laois) in the Masters
Singles semi final 21-18, 21-16 and Willie
Pratt (O’Loughlins) 21-5, 21-5 in the All
Ireland decider.
In the Masters B grade Richie Falsey
(O’Loughlins) beat fellow club mate Chris

Dunne in the Leinster final but then lost 2-1
to Tipperary in the All Ireland semi final,
while in Emerald Masters A Singles Paddy
Reilly (O’Loughlins) reached the same
stage but was defeated in two sets by
Pakie Mullins (Tipperary). In the Ladies
events, Claire Love and Marie Therese
O’Neill (Clogh) were well beaten by Kerry’s
Ashling Prenderville and Karen Lawlor in
Minor Doubles, 21-6, 21-7 while in Ladies
Junior B Singles, Loretta Murphy
(Goresbridge) lost to Olivia Kilbane (Mayo)
in the All Ireland final.

Others who reached Leinster finals but
were beaten were Timmy Clifford in
Intermediate Singles, Timmy and Michael
Clifford (O’Loughlins) in Intermediate
Doubles, Chris Dunne and Seamus Clifford
(O’Loughlins) in Masters B Doubles and
Liam Mahon and Gerry Murphy
(Goresbridge) in Golden Masters B
Doubles.
At Senior level Ducksie Walsh put on a
tremendous display when he played Eoin
Kennedy (Dublin) in the All Ireland semi
final at a packed Garryhill. Giving his oppo-
nent fifteen years in age the Talbots Inch
star almost dethroned the All Ireland cham-
pion. Alas it was not to be as the Dubliner
pulled out all stops to squeeze home 21-
20, 21-16 and go on to retain his crown.
For the packed crowd at the Carlow it was
a chance to see some vintage Ducksie, as
his performance on the night was rated as
good as any he had produced over the
previous twenty three seasons at the top
level.
Both Ducksie and Eoin renewed acquaint-
ences in the Doubles semi final, partnered
by Eamon Law and Egin Jensen respect-
fully, with the honours again going the way
of the Liffeysiders.

World Championships
At the World Championships in Edmonton,
Canada in August a large party of Kilkenny
players and supporters, over forty in all,
travelled and came home with five World
titles.
When the World’s were last held in 2003,
local players won three titles, while this
time round Kilkenny increased the  number
of World Champion victories to five, and
reached a number of other deciders.
These victories were achieved in Boys 13
and under One Wall Singles, in four wall
Mens 40+ Singles and Doubles , Mens B
Singles and Ladies B/C Doubles.
In the One Wall competition, Peter
Funchion (Kells) kept the Kilkenny flag fly-

ing by recording a fabulous victory in the
Boys 13 and under grade. The Kells player
was in top form throughout and was a
deserving winner of the crown.
Kilkenny also contested the Girls 11 and
under One Wall final where Ciara Mahon
(Clogh) was defeated while in the Girls 17
and under decider, club mate Claire Love
also came out on the losing end. Claire
and Marie Therese O’Neill also contested

the Girls 19 and under One Wall final, a
match which saw them defeated. For
Claire these championships were a fantas-
tic success as she contested four finals,
bringing home one title.
Having won almost every other honour in

Handball, Kilkenny Handball star Michael
‘Ducksie’ Walsh finally ended his quest for
a World title by taking both the 40 +
Singles and Doubles in the four wall
events.
The Talbots Inch star contested the Open
Singles decider in 1994 where he lost to
David Chapman, while in 1991 he beat the
legendary Naty Alvarado before losing at
the semi final stage to Danny Bell
(Canada).
This time in the 40 + grade Ducksie was
top seed and lived up to that billing by win-
ning both the Singles and Doubles crowns.
In the Singles final the Kilkenny star played
his Doubles partner for the championships,

Egin Jensen (Dublin) and won the final in
two sets, 21-13, 21-14, and in the Doubles
decider the Kilkenny /Dublin combination
were far too strong for the USA’s Dykes
and Stoffel, easing to victory 21-8, 21-9.
Kilkenny also recorded a tremendous victo-
ry in the four wall Mens B Singles when
Eddie Bourke (O’Loughlins) went one fur-
ther this time having lost the final in 2003.
The O’Loughlins player was the dark horse
of the championship, beating the top seed
on his way to the final. A close first set, 21-
19, went to Eddie against James Brady
(Cavan) in the championship decider and
in the second game the power and fitness
of the Kilkenny player was the driving force
behind his 21-7 win.
Kilkenny also recorded success in the four
wall Ladies C Doubles grade where Claire
Love and Marie Therese O’Neill (Clogh)
scored a 21-4, 21-15 victory over Susan
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Sean Maher (Clogh)
Junior B Singles champion

Marie Therese O'Neill and Claire Love - World
Ladies B/C Doubles Champions

All Ireland Junior B Doubles Champions 
Seamus Phelan and Michael Falsey.

Under 17 D - Eoin Ryan and Ciaran Neary 

World Champions; Eddie Bourke - Mens B, Michael
Ducksie Walsh - Masters Singles and Doubles and

Peter Funchion - Boys 13 and Under One Wall
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Keegan and Marie McCarthy. This latest
win gives Marie Therese a second World
title to add the crown she won in 2003.For
Claire it was a deserving victory as she

also contested the Ladies C Singles final,
losing in the tie break.
There were a number of successes for
Kilkenny in the Consolation events, namely
Ciara Mahon (Clogh) in the Girls One Wall
11 and under event, Stephen Shortt
(O’Loughlins) in the Boys Four Wall 19 and
under grade, Ciaran Neary (Talbots Inch) in
the Boys Four Wall 17 and under grade, 
Ger McGrath (Kells) in the Boys Four Wall
15 and under grade,Peter Funchion (Kells)
in the Boys Four Wall 13 and under grade
and Marie Therese O’Neill (Clogh) in
Ladies C Singles.

Juveniles
In this year’s juvenile championships,
Kilkenny were successful in bringing home
four All Ireland titles, equally split between
the 40 x 20 and 60 x 30 courts.
The victories in the smaller 40 x 20 court
were in Boys U14 and U17 Doubles while
the successes in the larger 60 x 30 alley

were again in Boys U14 and in U15
Doubles.  
The star of the U14 grade this year was
Luke Greene (O’Loughlins) as he was a
dual All Ireland winner. In the 40 x 20
championship he partnered Brian Campion
(Urlingford) to All Ireland success when
they defeated Roscommon 15-4, 15-1
while in the 60 x 30 decider he teamed up
with club mate Keith Walsh to beat
Tyrone’s Michael Donaghy and Ruaire
Loughran, 15-7, 15-2. At U17 Doubles level
in the 40 x 20 championships Ciaran Neary
(Talbots Inch) and Eoin Ryan (Windgap)
proved to be a resilient pair throughout the
season culminating in an All Ireland victory
over Down in a tie-break 11 - 9
In the Boys 60 x 30 U15 Doubles grade
the Kells pairing of David Delahunty and
Patrick Funchion matured over the course
of the season and produced a top class All
Ireland final performance to clinch victory
at the expense of Mayo’s Lee Cummins
and Oliver Lynn, 21-11, 21-13.
As in the adult grades a number of
Kilkenny players won provincial titles but
then lost either at the semi final stage or in
the All Ireland final itself.
One such player was Eoghan Hennessy
(Clogh) who faced Padraig Carroll
(Limerick) in his 40 x 20 U14 Singles All
Ireland semi final. Both these players had
met in the FBD Irish Nationals 13 and
under grade when the Clogh player came
out on top, however this time round it was
the turn of the Munster boy to be success-
ful, winning in two games, 15-5, 15-7.
Kilkenny also lost their U16 Doubles semi
final in two sets when Niall Smyth and Ger
McGrath (Kells) went down to Clare 21-12,
21-14.
In the girls 40 x 20 championships,
Rebecca Mulholland (O’Loughlins) reached
the final of the U15 Singles when she
defeated Clare but then lost to Galway
opposition 21-5, 21-17, while in the U15
Doubles championship Tina O’Brien
(Goresbridge) and Alison Walsh (Windgap)
narrowly lost to Clare, 21-15, 21-18 in their
semi final clash. The Windgap duo of
Claire Comerford and Claire Moore were in
tough luck in their U17 Doubles decider
when they lost to Roscommon, 21-20, 21-
15.
As in the 40 x 20 championship, Padraig
Carrol maintained his dominance over
Eoghan Hennessy when they met in the 60
x 30 semi final, the Munster player winning
15-7,15-5 and at the same stage of the
Boys U17 Doubles grade Ciaran Neary,
this time partned by O’Loughlins player
Stephen Dawson came unstuck against
Kerry, 21-18, 21-11.
Also beaten in the All Ireland semi final
was Michael O’Brien (Goresbridge) who
lost 21-10, 21-17 to Cork in Boys U15
Singles. 

Colleges
In the Colleges 40 x 20 championships
early in the year, Richie Hogan (St.Kierans
College) won the Senior Singles crown
when he defeated Darragh Daly (Tyrone)
21-5, 21-13, and in the Senior Doubles

decider Kirk Greene and Stephen Shortt
(St.Kierans College) went down in two sets
to Tyrone’s Brian Donaghy and Michael
Donnelly, 21-15, 21-16.
David Delahunty (Callan C.B.S.) contested
the Junior Singles final but lost to Stephen
Cooney (Mayo), 11-21, 21-11, 21-6 and in
Girls Senior Singles Claire Love
(Castlecomer Community School) was
beaten by Deirdre Donoghue
(Roscommon) 21-14, 21-16.
There was more success for Kilkenny play-
ers in the 60 X 30 championships as they
won both the Junior and Intermediate
Doubles titles. Representing Kilkenny CBS
in Junior Doubles were Graham and Keith
Clifford who overcame ST.Joseph's of
Tulla, Co. Clare in the final, 6-21, 21-8, 11-
8 while in the Intermediate Doubles
decider, Niall Smyth and Mark O'Dwyer of
Scoil Aireigal, Ballyhale defeated
St.Augustines, Waterford 21-11, 21-17.
There was no luck for St.Kierans College
as they lost both the Senior Doubles and
Junior Singles finals. In the former, Ciaran
Neary and Eamon Foley were beaten by
St.Augustines, Dungarvan 21-5, 21-13
while Luke Greene was well beaten in
Junior Singles by Carrickmore, Tyrone 21-
5, 21-5.
In the Girls finals at Ballina, Tipperary,
Rebecca and Claire Mulholland of Kilkenny
College had a heartbreaking 17-21, 21-20,
11-10 tie break loss in Junior Doubles to
Mercy Convent, Roscommon.

Team Events.
There was some success for Kilkenny in
both the adult and juvenile team events in
2006. The All Ireland 60 x 30 Junior B
championship was won by the O’Loughlins
team of John Morrissey, Kirk Greene,
Seamus Phelan, Michael Falsey and
Jimmy Long when they defeated
Curraghboy, Roscommon while in the
Junior final the Clogh team of  Michael
Maher, Colm Love, Daniel Love, William
Love and Andrew Lawlor received a walk
over from St.Comans, Roscommon.
In the 60 x 30 Open decider, O’Loughlins
lost to Ballaghadereen, Mayo, the team
was made up of Eddie Bourke, Michael
Clifford, Timmy Clifford and David Clifford.
On the juvenile front there was success for
the U12/13 team (Peter Funchion, Dylan
Walsh, Cian Ryan, Conor O’Dwyer, Sean
Foley, Andrew O’Dwyer, Mason Clifford,
Stephen O’Dwyer in the 60 x 30 court.
They defeated Cork in the All Ireland final. 
In the 40 x 20 championships our U14/15
team of Paul Buggy, Keith Bourke, Keith
Clifford, Donal O’Farrell, John Power,
David Delahunty defeated Tyrone in the
final.
Kilkenny were also successful at the Feile
na Gael competitions where Clogh and
Kells won the Division 1 titles in 60 x 30
and 40 x20 respectfully. The Clogh team
was Eoghan Hennessy, Pauric Maher,
Padraig Walsh, Paul Buggy and Brainnain
Buggy,while Kells were represented by
John Power, Peter Funchion, David
Lafford, Andrew O'Dwyer and Sean
O'Dwyer
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Luke Greene &Keith Walsh  
All Ireland 60 x 30 Under 14 Champions

Patrick Funchion, Tom Walsh and David Delahunty
U15 doubles All-Ireland 60 x 30 Championship

Luke Greene & Brian Campion
U14D 40 x 20 Champions
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2006 will be remembered as a year when the Kilkenny Senior
Camogie Team began to show signs that they will be challenging
for the highest honours in the game in the coming years.  This
team is a team in transition however; there is no denying that great
strides were made in 2006.  Kilkenny showed glimpses of what
they are capable of in the championship games against Wexford,
Galway and Tipperary.  The panel is a mix of experience and
youth, with a number of players being drawn from the triumphant
back to back u16 All Ireland champions and the inaugural Minor All
Ireland Champions of 2006.

Team manager Bobby Jackman must be pleased with the progress
made in 2006 but he must also be somewhat disappointed that the
‘rub of the green’ was absent on 12 August when they went down
by two points to Tipperary in the Gala All Ireland Senior semi-final.
Many in the crowd that day were left pondering that if only the
reflexes of Tipperary goalkeeper Jovita Delaney had been a bit
slower Kilkenny would have been in the All Ireland, however, it was
not to be.  

There was success at Senior level in 2006 with the Senior B team
winning the National Senior B League title beating Dublin the reign-
ing junior All Ireland champions by 1 point thanks to an amazing
point at the death from out on the right sideline by Aine Fahy.
Captain Brid Aylward collected the Senior B League Cup which will
hopefully be a sign of things to come in the future as a number of
these players will be challenging for places on the Senior A team.  
In addition Kilkenny retained their Leinster Senior Championship
when they beat the double Junior All Ireland Champions – Dublin
by 1-9 to 2-4.  

At underage level Kilkenny are double All Ireland Champions win-
ning the U16A and Minor Finals.  The U16s completed the double
having won this title in 2005.  The Minor victor was especially
sweet as it was the inaugural championship and Kilkenny became
the first holders of this title.   It is anticipated that a number of the
players at this level will become senior players in the next few sea-
sons with Marie Dargan and Edwina Keane having already played
championship camogie at senior level in 2006.

GALA ALL IRELAND SENIOR CAMOGIE CHAMPIONSHIP
The format of the Championship was changed in 2006 with six
teams contesting the championship and playing each other on a
round-robin basis with the top four teams qualifying for the All
Ireland semi-finals.  Following defeats to Cork and Tipperary,
Kilkenny were left in the situation of having to beat Galway if they
were to avoid a playoff two days later against Wexford to see who
would qualify for the knock-out stages of the All Ireland
Championship.  In the end, the Kilkenny players put in a backs-to-
the-wall performance full of determination and character which saw
them win through against Galway by 3-5 to 0-10.

The prize for Kilkenny was a place in the All Ireland semi-finals
where they met the 2004 All Ireland champions Tipperary.  The
semi-final was a tight affair and right up until the final whistle
Kilkenny were in with a chance of snatching victory.  Unfortunately
for Kilkenny Jovita Delaney the Tipperary net minder was in
sparkling form and made a string of fine saves in the second half.
On another day the outcome could so easily have been different.
However, it wasn’t to be and it was Tipperary who emerged as win-
ners and qualified to meeting Cork in a rematch of the 2005 All
Ireland decider.  

85

2006 -  A Year of Progress
......with the possibility of more to come in 2007.

Camogie Report by Catherine Neary

Kilkenny Team Senior Camogie Team - Leinster Champions 2006
Back: Esther Kennedy, Marie O‚Connor, Eimear Lyng, Danielle Minogue, Therése Muldowney
Middle: Bridget Mullally, Edwina Keane, Mairead Lawlor, Elaine Aylward, Lizzie Lyng, Claire Aylward, Sinéad Millea, Catriona Ryan, Aoife Neary, Julie Anne
Woodcock, Imelda Kennedy
Front: Jackie Frisby, Kelly Ann Cottrell, Deirdre Delaney, Áine Fahy, Kiera Kinahan, Lucinda Gahan, Eileen Fitzpatrick, Sinead Cash, Bríd Aylward.

Photos - Lisa Dunne/Eoin Hennessy
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Kilkenny team All Ireland Semi-Final vs. Tipperary: Catriona Ryan,
Kiara Kinahan, Jillion Dillon Maher, Ester Kennedy, Elaine
Aylward, Aine Fahy, Eileen Fitzpatrick, Aoife Neary, Julieanne
Woodcock, Imelda Kennedy, Bridget Mullally, Lizzie Lyng, Jacqui
Frisby, Anne Marie Phelan, Marie O’Connor.
Subs: Brid Aylward, Marie Dargan, Thèrèse Muldowney, Elaine
O’Shea, Pheena Heffernan, Edwina Keane, Roisin Fennelly, Katie
Power, Catherine Doherty, Pauline Comerford, Deirdre Delaney

ALL IRELAND MINOR CHAMPIONSHIP 
This year Cumann Camógaíochta na nGael changed the format of
many of it‚s championships. The “Minor” title which had applied to
the U-16 grade from 1974 to 2005 was now to be applied to the U-
18 grade; which for the first time ever was to proceed to All-Ireland
level.

Obviously, to win any All-Ireland title is satisfying. However, the
inaugural title can only be won once. Early in the summer, a very
dedicated group of young Kilkenny Camogie players began their
preparations to make the most of a unique opportunity.

The team opened their account with a hard fought win (away) over
Wexford on a score-line of Kilkenny 3-15, Wexford 3-13. They next
played Dublin at home and had a facile 3-13 to 0-5 victory. This
was followed by a very impressive victory over Cork, again at

home, by 4-15 to 1-7 in their final group match.

Kilkenny’s reward for topping their group was an away match
against Tipperary, the runner-up from the other group in the All-
Ireland semi-final. In what proved to be one of their closest games,
the team ground out a 5-5 to 3-5 win.

Kilkenny faced Galway in the All-Ireland final in Nenagh. By virtue
of the fact that Galway had beaten Kilkenny comprehensively in the
corresponding U-16 final two years previously & also because of
the fact that Galway’s winning margins in their previous matches
were far superior to those of Kilkenny, they started the match as
strong favourites.

This undoubtedly proved to be one of the factors in their downfall
as a hugely motivated Kilkenny team produced their best perform-
ance of the campaign and won the final as comprehensively as the
final score-line of 4-10 to 2-5 would suggest.

The team’s celebrations were as legendary as their efforts all year!

The commitment of the players and team managers - Brendan
Williams and Ted Browne ensured that 2006 was a year to remem-
ber for underage camogie in Kilkenny.
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Kilkenny - All Ireland U16 Champions 2006
Back: Sinead Long, Sarah Walsh, Caoimhe Shiel, Nicola Butler, Karen Duggan, Niamh Quinlan, Michelle Mulhall, Sorcha Fennelly, Anne Marie Walsh, 
Kate McDonald. Amy Maher, Ruth Bergin, Lizzie Lyng, Emma Staunton, Róisín Byrne.
Front : Edwina Keane, Leanne Fennelly, Edel Frisby, Ciara Lyng, Michelle Brennan, Katie Power, Anna Farrell, Marie Dargan, Mariga Nolan, Michelle Quilty, 
Sinead Kelly, Anne Marie Lennon, Aisling Dunphy.

Kilkenny - Winners of Inaugural Minor Camogie Championship 2006
Back: Maria Murphy (Clara), Leanne Fennelly (Mullinavat), Lizzie Byrne (Young Irelands), Siobhán Fahey (Emeralds), Noreen O’Keeffe (St Martin’s), Noelle Corrigan
(Freshford), Sarah O’Mahony (Rower-Inistioge), Marie Dargan (Castlecomer), Edwina Keane (St Martin’s), Kate McDonald (Thomastown), Lucinda Gahan (Mullinavat),
Nessa Farrell (Young Irelands), Nicola Butler (Graigue-Ballycallan), Catherine Walsh (Thomastown), Hannah Maher (St Martin’s), Kay Ryall (Graigue-Ballycallan), Ann-
Marie Phelan (Windgap), Claire Phelan (Mullinavat) & Carol Kavanagh (Freshford).
Front: Laura Kavanagh (Emeralds), Caoimhe Shiel (James Stephens), Katie Power (Piltown), Mariga Nolan (Freshford), Sarah Shore (St Martin’s), Sinéad Walsh
(James Stephens), Colette Dormer (Paulstown), Michelle Quilty (Mullinavat), Eilís Cantwell (St Martin’s), Mary Dalton (Freshford), Ciara Lyng, Ann Dalton (Freshford),
Grace Dunphy (Graigue-Ballycallan), Aisling Dunphy (Graigue-Ballycallan), Niamh Kelly (Dicksboro), Caroline O’Brien (Blacks & Whites) & Áine Curran (Freshford).
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Kilkenny team: S Walsh, L Fennelly, K Mc
Donald, S Shore; N O'Keeffe, C Dormer, E
Cantwell; L Gahan, A Dalton; M Dalton, E
Keane, K Power; L Kavanagh, M Dargan, M
Quilty. 
Subs: A M Phelan for E Keane 54mins, S
O'Mahony for L Kavanagh 58mins.
Scorers: M Dargan 2-1, L Kavanagh 1-2, L
Gahan 1-0, A Dalton 0-3, A Dalton 0-2 (0-
1f), M Quilty, K Power 0-1 each

ALL IRELAND U16A CHAMPIONSHIP 
Having won this championship in 2005 there
was a level of expectation and belief in the
county that Kilkenny could achieve back to
back All Ireland championships at this
grade.  The Kilkenny U16 managers Steven
Dargan and Liam Dunne and the team ful-
filled this expectation in great style, defeat-
ing Cork at rain soaked Naomh Mearnóg,
Dublin by 2-10 to 0-4.  Kilkenny were quick-
ly out of the blocks and led by 1-7 to Cork’s
0-3 at half time.  Michelle Quilty scoring
Kilkenny’s opening goal.  Kilkenny had 4
players from last years’ starting line up
including senior panellists Edwina Keane
and Marie Dargan.  In the second half
Edwina Keane tacked on a further 1-1 and
there was no way back for Cork who never
got to grips with the more experienced and
skilful Kilkenny squad.  Kilkenny had many
stars on the day including player of the
match Anna Farrell, Edwina Keane, Marie
Dargan, Michelle Quilty Katie Power and
Leanne Fennelly.
Kilkenny Team: Ann Marie Lennon, Ciara
Lyng, Kate McDonald, Anne Marie Walsh,
Aisling Dunphy, Leanne Fennelly, Edel
Frisby, Amy Maher, Marie Dargan, Sinead
Kelly, Edwina Keane, Katie Power, Michelle
Brennan, Anna Farrell, Michelle Quilty
Subs used: Lizzie Kavanagh, Roisin Byrne,

Sinead Long, Michelle Mulhall
Scorers for Kilkenny: M Quilty 1-5 (0-3f), E
Keane, 1-2, K Power 0-2, M Brennan 0-1.

J.J. KAVANAGH & SONS SENIOR CLUB
CAMOGIE 
St. Lachtain’s retained their J.J. Kavanagh
& Sons Senior Camogie Championship title
defeating Mullinavat by 3-12 to 1-2.  It was
Mullinavat who needed a good start to this
game but unfortunately for them it was St.
Lachtain’s who hit the ground running and
with six minutes gone they had bagged two
goals.  Imelda Kennedy scored the first with
less than three minutes gone and with six
minutes on the clock Noelle Corrigan scored
the second.  Points followed from Imelda
Kennedy (5), Anne Dalton and Noelle
Corrigan to leave St. Lachtain’s ahead by 2-
7 with Mullinavat failing to score.  As the
half time whistle approached a long range
free by Elaine Aylward went straight to the
St. Lachtain’s net registering Mullinavat’s
only score and leaving the score at the
break St. Lachtain’s 2-7 to Mullinavat 0-1.

Things did not improve in the second half
for Mullinavat and St. Lachtain’s continued
to dominate.  Points from Marie O’Connor
and Anne Dalton followed.  Mullinavat regis-
tered two point in the second half and
fought gallantly to the end but it was St.
Lachtain’s who continued their domination
of the senior club scene in Kilkenny and
they ran out comfortable winners on a score
line of 3-12 to 1-2.  

This was St. Lachtain’s fourth title in a row
and they continued their march for a third
consecutive All Ireland Club Championship
title. This they duly did with victories over

Ballyboden St. Enda’s in the Leinster Final,
Cashel (1-8 to 0-10) in the All Ireland semi-
final and O’Donovan Rossa of Antrim in the
final on a scoreline of 1-5 to 1-3 in wintry
conditions in O’Moore Park, Portlaoise, thus
becoming the first club to complete the
three in a row since Pearses of Galway
accomplished that feat from 2000 to 2003
and only the second Kilkenny club to do so.
St Lachtain’s captain, Margaret McCarthy
lifted the cup after the game while full for-
ward, Marie O’Connor was chosen as
Player of the Match for her outstanding con-
tribution. 

St. Lachtain’s: Laura Comerford, Sinead
Cash, Jillian Dillon Maher, Fiona Dowling,
Margaret McCarthy, Mairead Costello,
Danielle Minogue, Aine Connery, Ester
Costello, Imelda Kennedy, Deirdre Delaney,
Eileen Fitzpatrick, Anne Dalton, Marie
O’Connor Noelle Corrigan
Subs: Helen Burke, Aoife Fitzpatrick,
Margaret Hickey, Claire Dermody, Mariga
Nolan, Orla Murphy, Emma Hickey, Sinead
Corrigan, Sinead Connery, Mary Dalton,
Catherina Meagher, Marie Meagher, Aisling
Cass, Lorraine Cass, Aine Curran, Aisling
White
Mullinavat: Brid Aylward, , Regina Madigan,
Sinead Aylward, Anne Aylward, Paula
Butler, Elaine Aylward, Carol Phelan, Emer
O’Keeffe, Amy Butler, Angela Kenneally,
Claire Aylward, Miriam Frisby, Leanne
Fennelly, Lucinda Gahan, Michelle Quilty
Subs: Valarie Law, Marie Atkins, Kathleen
Atkins, Etain Aylward, Anna Woods, Joanne
Quinn, Sinead Phelan, Elizabeth
Cunningham, Alison Duggan, Jennifer
Delahunty
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KILKENNY INTER-COUNTY RESULTS 2006

GALA ALL IRELAND SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP
SEMI FINAL
Tipperary0-13 – Kilkenny 1-8

ALL IRELAND SENIOR B CHAMPIONSHIP
SEMI FINAL
Galway 3-8 – Kilkenny 2-7

SENIOR NATIONAL LEAGUE FINAL DIV 1B
Kilkenny 2-8 – Dublin 2-7

ALL IRELAND MINOR (U18) CHAMPIONSHIP
Kilkenny 4-10 – Galway 2-5

ALL IRELAND U16 CHAMPIONSHIP
Kilkenny 2-10 – Cork 0-4

SENIOR LEINSTER CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL
Kilkenny 1-9– Dublin 2-4

Junior Leinster Championship Final yet to be
played Kilkenny awaiting result of semi-final

between Kilkenny vs. Dublin/Kildare or Offaly

U16 LEINSTER CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL
Kilkenny 10-17 – Wexford 1-7

U14 LEINSTER CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL
Kilkenny 2-9 – Dublin 0-3

GAEL LINN – SENIOR
Leinster 2-7 – Munster 1-8

LEINSTER CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP
St. Lachtain’s 1-9 – Ballyboden St. Enda’s 1-6

ALL IRELAND CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP S/FINAL
St. Lachtain’s 1-8 – CASHEL 0-10

ALL IRELAND CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP S/FINAL
St. Lachtain’s 1-5 – O’Donovan Rossa 1-3

Kilkenny Players, Mairéad Dargan (Young Player of the Year) and Imelda Kennedy (All Star Award),
at the 2006 Camogie All Star Function. Brendan Moran/SPORTSFILE

CAMOGIE ALL STAR NOMINATIONS 2006 NOMINATIONS
Goalkeeper  Catriona Ryan (Tullogher Rosbercon)

Backs  Jillian Dillon (St. Lachtain’s)
Forwards  Imelda Kennedy, Marie O’Connor (St. Lachtain’s)

MANAGER OF THE YEAR AWARD
The back to back u16 All Ireland Champions management team of Steven Dormer and Liam Dunne were
nominated.  Unfortunately on this occasion the award went to the Dublin Junior Team manager Peter Lucey.
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J.J. KAVANAGH & SONS SENIOR LEAGUE FINAL
2006 saw the introduction of the league competitions at Junior,
Intermediate and Senior level.  The leagues were run prior to com-
mencement of the county championship.   At the start of the sea-
son the prediction was that St. Lachtain’s and Mullinavat would
probably meet in the league final as both clubs had contested the
previous year’s county final.  And so it was that the League Final
pitted Mullinavat and St. Lachtain’s with the Freshford girls being
the hot favourites to win the Billy Fogarty League Cup.  

The pundits turned out to be correct with St. Lachtain’s running out
winners on a score line of 2-14 to Mullinavat’s 0-6.  Imelda
Kennedy, Anne Dalton, Jillian Dillon, Deirdre Delaney all caught the
eye.  While for Mullinavat Elaine Aylward, Goalkeeper Brid Aylward,
Amy Maher and Leanne Fennelly all caught the eye. 

J.J. KAVANAGH & SONS INTERMEDIATE CLUB CAMOGIE CHAM-
PIONSHIP
Following a poor season in 2005 when they were relegated from
the senior ranks Tullogher Rosbercon topped off a superb 2006
season adding the J.J. Kavanagh & Sons Intermediate
Championship cup to the Mick Neary Intermediate League Cup.  In
a tight affair Tullogher Rosbercon beat Thomastown by 2-4 to 1-5.

Liz Dempsey opened the score after four minutes with a point from
a 20m free following a foul on Anna Farrell. Two minutes later
Lynda Cotterell levelled the game with a point following good work
by Catriona Ryan.  Tara O’Hanlon goaled for Thomastown in the
fourteenth minute leaving Thomastown ahead by 1-1 to 0-2.  Two
points from Catriona Ryan and one from Liz Dempsey Thomastown
left the score at half-time Thomastown 1-2 Tullogher Rosbercon 0-
4.

Tullogher had the better start to the second half and Catriona Ryan
sent the ball to the net to put them ahead for the first time in the
match (1-4 to 1-2).  However, this was a very determined

Thomastown squad and they were not going to give up without a
fight.  Points from Liz Dempsey, Anna Farrell and Amy Maher saw
them edge ahead coming into the closing stages of the game by 1-
5 to Tullogher Rosbercon’s 1-4.  Then with two minutes left Marie
Ryan won the ball out on the right wing and sent in a high hopeful
ball which deceived the Thomastown goalkeeper Trish Dempsey
and the sliotar ended up in the net. Tullogher Rosbercon were back
in the lead 2-4 to Thomastown’s 1-5.  Unfortunately try as they
might Thomastown did not have time to recover and Tullogher
Rosbercon were crowned J.J. Kavanagh & Sons Intermediate
County Champions.  This is a very young Thomastown team and it
would be no surprise to see them contesting for honours in this
championship next year.  As for Tullogher Rosbercon, following a
disappointing season in 2005 they now take their place in the sen-
ior championship in 2007 and we wish them well.

Tullogher Rosbercon: Siobhan Murphy, Martina Mullally, Una
Murphy, Elaine Mullally, Martina Lanigan, Dolores Lanigan, Marie
Meaney, Lynda Cotterell, Kelly Anne Cotterell, Marie Ryan, Niamh
Barry, Caitriona Ryan, Sharon Walsh, Joanne Cotterell ,Bridgette
Croke
Subs: Fiona Doolan, Ann Power, Susan Cullinane, Laura Murphy,
Noreen Lanigan, Mairead Ryan, Debbie McGrath, Vivienne
Forristal, Stephanie Cotterell, Siobhan Ryan, Sarah Phelan,
Jennifer Phelan, Aisling Phelan, Ann-Marie Malone

Thomastown: Trish Dempsey, Chloe Corrway, Kate McDonald,
Sarah Walsh, Sally Teehan, Cathriona Treacy, Katie O’Hara,
Catherine Walsh, Jenny Reddy, Anna Farrell, Amy Maher, Claire
Murphy, Liz Dempsey, Tara O’Hanlon, Sinead Brennan
Subs: Lisa Carey, Anne Marie Gibbons, Caroline Maddox, Andrea
Brennan, Sinead Stapleton, Kathleen Begley, Aine Manning, Olivia
Hayden, Yvonne Malone, Nicole Corrway, Niamh Whelan, Ann
Byrne, Ashling Dempsey, Annette Reddy, Roisin Dunphy

(Tullogher Rosbercon Team Photo with Club Notes)
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St Lachtain’s - County & All Ireland Senior Camogie Club Champions 2006
Back: Lorraine Cass, Margaret Kavanagh, Paula Murphy, Deirdre Delaney, Mariga Nolan, Mary Dalton, Claire Dermody, Aisling Cass, Aine Curran.
Middle: Fiona Dowling, Eileen Fitzpatrick, Noelle Corrigan, Aoife Fitzpatrick, Margaret McCarthy, Jillian Dillon-Maher, Sinead Corrigan, Emma Hickey, Sinead Connery,
Mairead Costello.
Front: Marie Maher, Ester Costello, Danielle Minogue, Imelda Kennedy, Laura Comerford, Marie O‚Connor, Áine Connery, Anne Dalton.
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J.J. KAVANAGH & SONS INTERMEDIATE
LEAGUE FINAL
In contrast to the Intermediate Championship
Final the Intermediate League Final between
Tullogher Rosbercon and Windgap turned out
to be a one sided affair.  Tullogher got off to a
great start and led by 2-1 to 0-1 with eleven
minutes gone. The goals came from Catriona
Ryan and Brigitte Croke.  Alison Walsh goaled
after fourteen minutes to bring Windgap back
into the game.  However with 7 minutes
remaining in the half Tullogher’s Catriona
Ryan took over and tacked on five points with
Niamh Barry and Brigitte Croke adding a fur-
ther two points.  This left the score at break 2-
8 to 1.-4 in favour of the Tullogher Rosbercon
girls.  

Windgap started the second half with a strong
breeze but never capitalised on the wind.
Tullogher Rosbercon always looked the more
likely to get goals and added 3 more from full
forward Joanne Cottrell before the end.  The
margin at the end was 5-15 to 2-8 and Una
Murphy lifted the Mick Neary Intermediate
League Cup.
Tullogher Rosbercon: Siobhan Murphy,
Martina Mullally, Una Murphy, Elaine Mullally,
Martina Lonergan, Kelly Anne Cottrell, Marie
Meaney, Linda Cottrell, Niamh Barry, Anne
Marie Ryan, Dolores Lanigan, Catriona Ryan, Sharon Walsh,
Joanne Cottrell, Brigitte Croke
Windgap: Catherine Fleming, Terri Mackey, Elaine O’Shea, Aideen
Kennedy, Libby Moore, Pheena Heffernan, Marie Barry, Lisa
Phelan, Shauna Fennelly, Sara McCarthy, Anne Marie Phelan,
Claire Moore, Fiona Kenney, Lorraine Moore, Alison Walsh.

J.J. KAVANAGH & SONS JUNIOR CLUB CAMOGIE CHAMPI-
ONSHIP
If ever a match was a game of two halves then this was it.
Paulstown got off to the best possible start and with 21 minutes
gone had scored four goals to Carrickshock’s single point.  The first
goal came from a deflection from an Aoife Drennan 45m free.
Collette Dormer scored Paulstown second goal and it has to be
said there was a bit of good fortune about their third goal.  Michelle
Brennan won possession and struck a good shot which the goal-
keeper appeared to have covered but the Sliotar was deflected to
the net by one of the Carrickshock backs.  However, the fourth goal
owed nothing to fortune with Colette Dormer scoring her second
goal following a pass from Michelle Brennan.  Carrickshock’s only
point of the half came from Ailish Kenneally.  

The second half was a different story Carrickshock came to life and
showed their fighting spirit.  As the half went on Paulstown seemed
to drop back in an effort to protect their lead.  Two quick points
from Nicola Aylward and Lisa Millea who also sent a 45m free to
the net brought the score to 4-3 to Carrickshocks 1-3.  This was
followed by 3 further points from frees by Lisa Millea before
Michelle Brennan steadied the Paulstown ship and goaled on
24minutes leaving the score at 5-3 to 1-6.  Carrickshock had the
last word and a goal with five minutes left by Ailish Kenneally left
the final score 5-3 to 2-7.  Paulstown had survived and fully
deserved their victory.  However, Carrickshock must have being
ruing their bad luck in the first half but it is Paulstown who qualify to
play in the Intermediate Championship next year.

J.J. KAVANAGH & SONS JUNIOR LEAGUE CAMOGIE FINAL 
Blacks and Whites and Piltown contested the inaugural J.J
Kavanagh & Sons Junior League Final on a sunny afternoon in
Mullinavat.  On the day Blacks & Whites proved to be too strong
for Piltown and ran out winners on a score line of 3-11 to Piltown’s
1-3.  Piltown fought valiantly but Blacks & Whites were simply too
strong in all areas of the field.  
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Paulstown -County Junior Camogie Champions 2006
Back: Leoni Staunton, Niamh Kealy, Lisa Stapleton, Kerrie Stapleton, Emma Flavin, Siobhan Murphy,
Roseanne Brennan
Middle: Stephen Dormer, Leeann Corcoran, Aoife Drennan, Fiona Brennan, Rita Coady, Aisling Kealy, Edel
Mullins, Patrice Mullins, Collette Dormer, Mary Brennan, Clare Whitely.
Front: Catriona Bambrick, Michelle Brennan, Sara Brennan, Orla Kealy, Abigail Cole, Laura Bambrick, 
Emma Staunton

Kilkenny Senior “B” Camogie Team - National League “B” Champions 2006
Back: Elaine O'Shea, Brid Aylward, Laura Murphy, Edwina Keane, Aoife Gorey, Niamh Butler, Sharon Rafter, Laura Kavanagh, Sarah Byrne, Julie-ann Woodcock,
Bronagh Neary, Therese Muldowney, Catherine Doherty, Linda Crennan.
Front: Emily Darmody, Lucinda Gahan, Miriam O'Keeffe, Pheena Heffernan, Pauline Comerford, Marie Dargan, Mairead Costello, Amy Butler, Claire Aylward, Áine
Fahy, Roisin Fennelly, Eimear Lyng, Ann-Marie Phelan. 
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Kilkenny - U16 Ladies Leinster “B” Football Finalists 2006 
Back: Michelle Mulhall, Mariaga Nolan, Samantha Kearney, Jennifer Cooper, Lorraine Cass, Brigid Murphy, Susie Phelan, Aishling Cass, Sarah Walsh, Ciara Griffin.

Middle: Denise Gaule, Marie Mahon, Edwina Keane, Mary Rose Lyng, Eimer Kelly, Ann Marie Walsh, Mary Power, Clodagh Doyle, Breena Fennelly. 
Front: Niamh Whelan, Marie Maher, Emer Roantree, Lisa Carey, Anna Farrell, Marie Dargan, Caroline McCarthy (Captain), Mairead Corrigan and Alison Walsh.

(Photo:  Eoin Hennessy)

Glanbia are All-Ireland Champions
Well done to the Glanbia GAA teamwhich won the 2005 All-Ireland Senior  Hurling Inter-firms title on 15 January2006 when they defeat-

ed Molex-John Crane with a score of 1- 11 to 1-7. The victory marks a return to GAA glory for Glanbia after a gap of 12 years.
The team was narrowly beaten in the  2004 final and they were determined togo all the way in 2005. This season saw wins against Lyng
Motors and Ridge Carpentry to capture the Kilkenny title. Further good wins against larnród Éireann, Portlaoise and Larcon of Galway

led the team to the final.
The match was held at the new GAA grounds in Castlecomer on a cold day that saw the Glanbia side playing against a very strong wind

in the opening half. Mid-way through the second half the Molex team had a four-point advantage, but the Glanbia boys  fought back
and sent over eight unanswered points for a win that gained them their 11th All-Ireland senior title.

Back: Denis Kelly, Barrie Hogan, Cyril Cleere, Brian Lannon, Ml Hoyne, Brendan Maher, Tom Fitzgerald, Tom Lonergan, Paul Byrne, Liam Byrne, Ollie Blanchfield,
Eoin Rothwell.

Front: Pat Tennyson, Austin Murphy, Alan Healy, Liam Shore, Shane Cadogan, Robert Shortall, Kevin Cleere, John Maher, David O’Connor, Joe Maher, Liam Dowling. 
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James ‘Cha’ Fitzpatrick was one of Kilkenny’s big success sto-
ries this year.  He put in some storming performances at mid-
field, in what was only his third year on the senior panel.

I asked ‘Cha’ what was the secret of Kilkenny’s success this
year.  ‘We kept improving throughout the year and with every
match won gained added confidence.  The fact that there was
less pressure on us this year, been seen as a team in transi-
tion, was a help too.  The strong competition in the panel also
drove everyone on.’

James made his breakthrough to the senior panel in 2004 and
played in the All-Ireland Final defeat to Cork, scoring a point
from left-full-forward.  Last year, he was afflicted by injury and
ill-health, suffering first a broken wrist and then getting tonsilitis.
This year, he returned fresh and full of vigour, and played in the
full-forward line during the National League.  One particularly
noteworthy performance was his five-point haul against Tipp’s
Philly Maher in Thurles.  

‘Cha’ played at centre-forward in the Leinster Final win over
Wexford before making the switch to midfield for the All-Ireland
quarter-final against Galway in Thurles.  The 21-year-old
admits that midfield is his favourite position ‘Midfield is not as
stop-start compared to playing in the forwards, and this suits
my style as I like to be active and going the whole time.  I have
good stamina and am able to read the game well.’

The Ballyhale clubman recalls the All-Ireland Final victory over

Cork as his toughest
match this year.  ‘I got the
flu a few days before and I
remember coming in at
half-time and nearly getting
sick.  I was determined to
go out in the second-half
and try to give it my all and
thankfully, things worked
out well.  Senior is a huge
step-up from underage and
club hurling in terms of the
level of intensity and fit-
ness required.’

Who will be Kilkenny’s
main challengers next
year?  ‘Cork are still a
good side, Tipp are an up-
and-coming team having
had under-age success
this year while there will be
a lot of attention focused
on Galway with the arrival
of Ger Loughnane.
Wexford, though they’re
rebuilding at the moment,
could also spring a sur-
prise.’

James picks out Willie O’Connor and D.J. Carey as his child-
hood heroes.  ‘Willie was still dominating club matches in his
last year for Glenmore while D.J. is just inspirational.’

The Ballyhale clubman had a glittering underage career so his
subsequent accession to the senior ranks came as no surprise.
‘Cha’ won an Under-14 club Feile na Gael title with the
Shamrocks beating Tipp’s Toomevara in the Final and then was
on the Kilkenny Under-16 team which won the Nenagh Co-Op
tournament.  He also won two All-Ireland minor medals in 2002
and 2003.  ‘The 2002 All-Ireland minor win over Tipperary was
particularly special as it was my first time playing in a big Final
in Croker and there was a great sense of euphoria around.’

Cha captained Kilkenny Under-21’s to All-Ireland success in
2004.  In the Final against Tipperary, Cha actually broke his
collarbone on the stroke of half-time.  This year, Tipp again pro-
vided the opposition in the Under-21 Final.  ‘They were the bet-
ter team the first day but we put so much pressure on them
towards the end that we always knew we’d get the goal to draw
it.  The celebrations from the Senior Final took their toll but in
the replay, Tipp could have no complaints as we played better
on the day and deserved the win.’

Cha has also achieved success with the Shamrocks, most
notably winning three County Under-21 titles, and a Senior
Hurling League.  He has also played with UCC in the
Fitzgibbon Cup and the Cork Senior Hurling Championship.

There is a high level of commitment put in by inter-county play-
ers.  What is Cha’s view on the game turning professional.
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Cha - 
Hungry for More Glory!
Interview with James “Cha” Fitzpatrick by Richard Holden

Factfile
Age: 21
Club: Ballyhale Shamrocks

Honours: 
1 Co. SH C’ship,
3 Co. Under-21 ‘A’, 
1 SHL, 
1 All-Ireland SH, 
2 Leinster SH, 
2 NHL, 
2 Walsh Cup,
2 All-Ireland 
U-21H (Captain ’04),
3 Leinster U-21H, 
2 All-Ireland MH, 
2 Leinster MH, 
U-16 Nenagh Co-Op, 
U-14 Feile na Gael.  Selected on 
GPA Team of the Year ’06.

Cha Fitzpatrick in action in the All Ireland Semi-final versus Clare.
John McIlwaine
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‘There is a lot of effort and sacrifice required, not just the train-
ing but also watching your diet and putting your social life on
hold.  I think there should be tax-breaks for inter-county players
who are working.  Where you draw the line, though, between
club players and county players is hard, as there is a lot of
effort put in by club players too.' 

Cha nominates Danesfort’s Richie Hogan and his own club-
man, T.J. Reid as players for the future.  ‘Richie is a great tal-
ent and could be called in to the senior panel soon while T.J. is

a great club player and was on this year’s County Under-21
side.’

In his spare time, James likes playing soccer and following
Bolton in the FA Premiership, darts, poker and listening to
music, with AC-DC one of his favourite bands.

It was a pleasure to meet Cha and we look forward to seeing
him win more honours in the black and amber.
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Jim FogarJim Fogarty ty 
& Sons& Sons

Water Well Drilling

"If there's water there, Jim will find

it!"

Bodalmore, Danesfort,
Kilkenny.

Telephone: (056) 7722279

UUUUrrrr llll iiiinnnnggggffffoooorrrrdddd     AAAArrrr mmmmssss
HHHHooootttt eeee llll

Lunch served daily
Top-class accomodation

Well Done, Derek & Aidan!
Supporting Emeralds & Kilkenny in 2007

From Nicholas & all the Staff

Tel: 056-8831626

Cha finds a pathway through the Limerick Defence in the NHL Final.
John McIlwaine
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People gathered in their high hundreds to
pay their last respects to a great friend,
colleague and neighbour in the small ham-
let of Carrigeen. Dick Dunphy had passed
to his Eternal Rewards, without notice,
without saying a last cheerio, without any
pomp and ceremony. He was a man who
refuted notice, a man who did a job, a
good job, and hoped that nobody might
notice. 
He was unique in so many differing ways.
Personally, I found his friendship honest,
and it was never less than sincere. In a
sense, within the GAA he was a one off.
He was a “dacent skin” who would not
know how to do a wrongdoing. Not for Dick
the trappings of officialdom, where the
ascent of the ladder of position and pres-
tige is an all-consuming malaise. Dick
Dunphy, Treasurer of the most prestigious,
and acclaimed County Board in the
Country, was the same Dick Dunphy who
walked his dogs down in Luffany, or took
up a Church gate collection for whatever
worthy cause he believed in helping. Not
for him the pretentious trappings that seem
to propel other mortals into realms of self-
importance, when modesty might have
been a more enviable attribute.
No, Dick Dunphy never read more into any
situation than it merited. He was a man of
the game, a man of the area in which he
first saw the light of day, and was reared; a
man who never lost contact with his fellow
pioneers.
He was born and lived all his life in Luffany,
a pocket steeped in the traditions of Irish
life, not the width of a salmon’s dorsal fin
from the flowing Nore. He grew up with his
brothers, Joe, Paddy and Father Wattie.
They had sisters, Mary and Betty, and life
was good on and in the Dunphy domain. 
His father, Eddie was an All Ireland medal
winner, as were all his uncles. Wattie was
the first Kilkenny captain to be presented
with the first Liam McCarthy cup. At the
time, Mooncoin was a volcanic hotbed of
hurling fame and fable. Nobody wondered,
or hesitated over a single All Ireland medal.
Acclaim only came when the medal plural
was in the conversations and the Dunphys
and Doyles had more gold than was in the
vaults in Fort Knox.
So it was no accident that Dick, Paddy and
Joe grew up with a hurling ethos. There
was no other as far as they were con-
cerned. As Ned Quinn, Chairman of the
Kilkenny County Board, and life-long friend
of Dick, in his homily at the end of Dick’s
Requiem in Carrigeen remarked, to a smil-
ing congregation, “Dick honed his skill in
the yard at home with the other lads, a
place you entered at your own risk, if the
lads were playing. And then, when they
moved to the field at the back of the

house, the game took on a whole new
dimension, when games took place
between Luffany, and the lads from the
Street”. We are not talking about a town or
even a big village. This is Luffany we
speak of, but it was important to Dick and
his brothers. It was their own place. It was
special to them alone, and time would
never dim the magnetism of that place
from their memories, wherever life’s jour-
neys took them.
Dick was a singularly modest man. He
worked his farm, and he took great pride in
continuing the farming traditions he inherit-
ed from his parents. He had an interest in
greyhounds, and like most canine owners,
he always had a few. Sometimes it was
way more than a few. 
He was many things to a number of organi-
sations in which he involved himself. He
was Secretary of the Mooncoin Coursing
Club for nigh on thirty years, a position he
devoted so much of his considerable ener-
gies to. He had his share of greyhound
success too. He was a frequent visitor to
Waterford dog track, where he had plenty
of runners and winners over the years. 
But it was with the Mooncoin Hurling Club
that Dick was synonymous. As a very tal-
ented player, he played in goal when they
won the County Junior Final in 1961.
Progressing from there, he was also in
goal, when Mooncoin won their last Senior
Title in 1965. He was understudy to the
iconic Ollie Walsh for years, winning
Leinster Championship and National
League medals in 1966. He acted as the
Mooncoin Club Treasurer. He was the
Club’s representative to the County Board.
He was Chairman of the Club. He acted as
a Kilkenny Selector during the roaring sev-
enties. He visited America in those days,
when travel to the States was a fairy tale.
Wherever he went, and with whom ever he
mixed, Dick Dunphy earned an enormous
respect. His friendship with the late Mick
O’Neill, former Chairman of the Kilkenny
County Board, who also passed away a
few months ago, was lasting, and valued.
He established a great rapport with the
marvellously colourful former Secretary of
the County Board, the highly respected
Paddy Grace. He was elected as a Trustee
of the Board in 1982, and in 1996, he was
elected as the Treasurer of the Board at
the County Convention. 
Over the past ten years, Dick Dunphy
established his own niche within GAA offi-
cialdom through the County and further. He
had his own idiosyncratic way of doing
things, and when he volunteered to per-
form a task, you could be sure that it was
done to perfection. He had a winning per-
sonality, but that is not to be confused with
any semblance of weakness, because he
could be as tough a negotiator as the situ-
ation needed.
As Treasurer of the County Board, Dick
adhered to the policy that all Kilkenny play-
ers must receive priority treatment. He
never wavered from that dictum. 
No player in Kilkenny was ever short of
equipment, out of pocket expenses, or
short-changed when it came to looking
after their every medical care. The players

trusted the Mooncoin man, and they were
always at ease when it came down to dis-
cussion about problems, financial or other-
wise.
He took an active interest in politics, and
he went on the Fianna Fail ticket in the
Piltown constituency in the local elections
some thirty years ago. He did most of his
own canvassing, and he managed to get
elected at the first attempt. Dick represent-
ed the Piltown electorate with impartiality,
and honesty. He made a lasting difference,
in his own fashion, to a great many peo-
ple’s lives of all political persuasions.
The crowds attending his removal from
Ardkeen Hospital on Tuesday evening
were enormous. A Guard of Honour was
mounted at the Hospital, and on the
approach to Carrigeen Church by a wide
representation of the many organisations
that came in contact with Dick. His brother,
Wattie celebrated his Requiem. Bishop
Laurence Forristal was also in attendance,
in addition to many priests who would have
known Dick personally. The bidding
prayers were read by Willie O’Connor, and
Pat Dunphy. The Reflection was read by
Henry Shefflin. The prayers of the Faithful
were recited by his many nieces and
nephews, and his coffin, was carried to the
graveside by his many nephews.
Human beings like Dick Dunphy from
Luffany have embellished God’s creative
powers. They have coloured, and
enhanced the lives of many who have
been in contact with them. Many will deem
themselves privileged to have developed a
steadfast friendship with him. He has con-
tributed more than was expected. His mark
on the lives of many is indelible. When
people like Dick Dunphy were created,
they threw away the mould.
He will be missed by a wide number of
people, who would consider him to have
been their friend, but above all, his wife
Bea will miss him, as will his brothers,
Fr.Wattie, Joe and Paddy, his sisters, Mary
and Betty, his nieces, and nephews, in-
laws, Luffany, Mooncoin, his greyhounds,
and others.
I know one man who will find the road from
Mooncoin to Nowlan Park a lot longer, and
much lonlier. It will be even longer and
lonelier on the way back. 
Finally, the last line in the Hurler’s Prayer,
recited by Henry Shefflin, best encapsu-
lates the life of Dick Dunphy.
You hurled like a man,
You played the game.
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Dick
Dunphy
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For some teams, making it to the top grade of their county's
hurlingranks could be seen as a good way to end their year.
Not Dicksboro - for the city club, winning the county title was
justone step on a journey that would end in national glory.
The march to a club All-Ireland success began with victory in
the ValeOil intermediate hurling championship for 2005. Having
just made theirexit from the senior grade a year, the 'Boro
quickly bounced back intothe top flight courtesy of a 0-9 to 0-7
win over Mooncoin.
Just a few weeks after clinching the county crown the 'Boro
were backin action, t his time on the provincial stage. They
added their firstever Leinster title to their ever-growing trophy
cabinet, beatingWexford's Marshalstown by 17 points (0-20 to
0-3).
The game was as one-sided as the score suggested, with the
Kilkennyside never pushed into top gear. With Marshalstown all
out in thescoring stakes by the 25th minute, the 'Boro had a
comfortable fivepoint lead at the break (0-8 to 0-3).
The Dicksboro forwards scored at will in the second half.
EddieO'Donoghue made use of the space he was given to
boost his overalltally to ten points in the game and finish as top
scorer - somethinghe would do in all three games that led to
All-Ireland glory.The performances of their men in defence were
equally as impressive.Led by captain David Carroll at centre-
back, Marshalstown did nottrouble the scoreboard operators at
Nowlan Park during the entiresecond half.
Victory in the Leinster final was achieved without one of
Dicksboro'skey players. Midfielder Bryan Barry, who played a
big role in his clubside's march to the county title, was ruled out
of action as he hadplayed for his college side, UCD, in the
Leinster senior hurlingchampionship.
The city club were able to call on their midfield talisman for
theirnext challenge, which came against tougher
opposition.Bryan Barry was back in the side for the All-Ireland
semi-finalagainst Galway's Tommie Larkins, a match which had
a closer scorelinethan their previous "challenge".
The success story that was the 2005 campaign – the 'Boro
added theAylward Cup to their haul at the end of the year, to
add to theirleague, county and Leinster trophies – played a big
part in their winover the Connacht side. They had become a
tougher outfit, showing a"touch of steel" as described by John
Knox in the match report in theKilkenny People.
The 'Boro did well to withstand an early test from their oppo-
nents,staying close to trail by just a point at the break (0-9 to 0-
8).Having tracked their rivals closely, Dicksboro didn't waste too
muchof the second half before hitting top gear. Bryan Barry
landed amassive free from midfield to level the game – next it
was theLarkins' turn to be levelled. Dan O'Neill cut the Galway
side openwhen he latched on to a ball whipped across goal by
Donal Carrollbefore driving the sliotar to the net.
Dicksboro kept their three point advantage for a while, but
TommieLarkins worked hard to equalise, full-forward Michael
Fahy connectingwith an overhead strike to wipe out the
Kilkenny side's lead. Larkinskept pressing, and did well to get
back in front. The slice of luckthey needed went their way – a
harsh call for overcarrying by a 'Boroback, and a point that
appeared to have been saved by 'keeper BrendanCorcoran
saw them edge ahead in the closing stages.
Yet for all their hard work, Larkins were undone by the Boot of
Ger.When the Kilkenny team needed a big score, they main-
tained their focusand stayed calm. Wait long enough, and the
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A Brilliant Year for the
Boro

Inter County Club Report by Trevor Spillane, Kilkenny People
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chance would presentitself.
The glimmer of hope came when Dan O'Neill won a high con-
test some 20metres from goal. Taking time on the ball, he saw
the inrushing GerHenderson from the corner of his eye – a
quick release saw Hendersontake possession and carve
Larkins open with his pace before bootingthe sliotar to the net
from six yards out.With more points from Dan O'Neill and Eddie
O'Donoghue the victorymargin was extended,  but the 'Boro still
needed one last interventionfrom Brendan Corcoran to save the
day. The 'keeper kept his best forlast, doing well to turn a low
Kevin Hooban drive over the bar ininjury-time.
The confidence that success had bred paid off in the end for
the'Boro, a factor their trainer was quick to acknowledge.
"There were times in the past when we might not have won a
game likethat," a pleased Dicksboro manager, Jim Neary, said
afterwards. "Welearned a lot in the intermediate grade last
year, and those lessonswere put to good use. It will be nice to
see the 'Boro colours flyingin Croke Park."
Those colours were raised aloft on February 12, 2006, as
Dicksboroflew the flag for their club and county in the interme-
diate clubAll-Ireland final against Ballinhassig. The only
Kilkenny hurling sideto make a national hurling final, they made
their day in the sun count– but boy, did they make their sup-
porters sweat it out at times!Much like the semi-final, the 'Boro
let their opponents do much of theearly talking in the scoring
stakes. The busy Cork side made most ofthe running for
around 50 minutes. A side built with plenty of goodand strong
hurlers full of character, they looked to be on form for awin but
came a cropper in the closing stages.

After a nervy first half, Dicksboro shook off their inhibitions
andlet their hurling do the talking. A quick point from Eddie
O'Donoghuetook them to within four points of the leaders (1-6
to 0-5).However, when Darren Dineen turned over a point
despite being on hisknees, it looked as if the 'Boro had been
downed. Five points behind(1-11 to 0-9), something big was
needed if their title dreams were tobe realised. Enter Eddie
O'Donoghue.
A player who had dragged his side through a number of tough
challengesall year, O'Donoghue was on hand to answer the call
when his sideneeded it most. After Alan Barry drove in a ball
from midfield, youngO'Donoghue reached highest to pluck the
sliotar from the sky beforerushing in to stitch it in the top corner
of the net.O'Donoghue kept up his scoring streak  by tacking on
a 65, before AlanBarry and Derek O'Gorman added minor
scores of their own. Just asBallinhassig heads were beginning
to spin, Bryan Barry conjured up apoint from almost 100 metres
to level the game with just three minutesto go (1-13 to 1-13).
The game was there for both sides to take, but a strike from
super subAlan McIntyre proved to be the undoing of the boys
from the RebelCounty. With little over two minutes left on the
clock, McIntyre'skick was strong enough to beat the 'keeper
and go out through the netat the Hill 16 end – luckily the score
was spotted by an eagle-eyedumpire, who waved the green
flag that signalled a tremendous victory.From being title hope-
fuls to intermediate champions of Ireland - whata year to
remember for the 'Boro!

Dicksboro (scores from the Leinster and All-Ireland
championships inbrackets) – Alan Barry (0-4), Bryan
Barry (0-5), Cillian Breathnach,Oisin Breathnach,
David Carroll, Donal Carroll, Brendan
Corcoran,Kieran Cuddihy, Ger Henderson (1-2), Paddy
Henderson, Tom Henderson,J.J. Hogan, Philip Hogan,
John Kelly, James Maher, Tom Manning,
ShaneMcGarry, Alan McIntyre (1-0), Niall Morrissey,
Sam Morrissey, EddieO'Donoghue (1-19), Paul O'Flynn
(0-2), Derek O'Gorman (0-5), ConorO'Loughlin (0-4),
David O'Mahoney (0-1), Dan O'Neill (1-5),

97

Tom Hen derson and Tom O’Donoghue celebrate the Boro’s victory.

Derek O’Gorman in action against Ballinhassig in the Final

Jimmy Neary, Boro Manager
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Every team needs to rely on a little bit of luck from time to time,
and the nature of any sport is that sometimes that luck needs
to be on your side. Unfortunately for the Kilkenny minor hurlers
that little bit of luck eluded them when they needed it at the
most critical stage. As the minor panel themselves and the
selection team of Br. Damien Brennan (Manager), Joe
Hennessy, James Grace, Seamus Hartley and Pat Nolan reflect
on their disappointment, what must dismay them above all is
that the potential was there to achieve a great deal.
Unfortunately for them, they came up against a highly skilful
and determined Tipperary side that showed great calmness and
patience in overcoming Kilkenny in the All-Ireland semi-final on
August 13th.

Prior to all this, Kilkenny opened the Leinster campaign in the
round-robin league with good back-to-back performances
against Dublin in Nowlan Park and Wexford in Wexford Park
respectively. In the opening game, Kilkenny were always the
team in command with Richie Hogan proving to be the pivotal
figure in attack while getting good support from Martin Walsh
and John Mulhall. But it was in defence that Kilkenny gained a
significant upper hand with the half back line of David Langton,
Paul Murphy and Ger Fennelly in particular dominant. The mid-
field pairing of Mark Bergin and PJ Rowe also performed excel-
lently and fought well. Dublin did make some strides in the sec-
ond half and did worry Kilkenny at times but the home side
always held the edge to run out deserving 1-18 to 1-9 winners.

Kilkenny followed up this win two weeks later with a polished
and no-nonsense victory over Wexford. Again Richie Hogan
showed his mastery at full-forward, accounting for 1-8 of his
side’s total of 2-18, while Mark Bergin at midfield and Martin
Walsh at corner-forward gave him good support in the scoring
stakes, scoring 0-5 and 1-3 respectively. Wexford battled hard,
but they could never at any stage match Kilkenny in terms of
skill and quickness of thought as Kilkenny led 1-12 to 0-5 at the
break, Richie Hogan scoring his goal after 24 minutes. The
second half followed to its inevitable conclusion as Kilkenny
were handsome winners in the end and secured their place in
the Leinster championship semi-final, winning 2-18 to 0-11.

That semi-final saw Kilkenny pitted against Dublin in Dr. Cullen
Park, Carlow, on Saturday, June 24th. Dublin had accounted
for Laois in the quarter-final but had a sluggish start against
Kilkenny, who themselves did not start brightly. The first half
was a low-scoring affair with both sides hitting a number of
poor wides which did not help their individual causes. Kilkenny
just the scoring advantage at the break thanks to a particularly
fortunate goal. A shot on goal deflected off Conor Connolly, the
Dublin full-back and ended up in the net to give Kilkenny the
lead (1-4 to 0-4) at the half-time break.

While Kilkenny started the second half poorly, Dublin could not
capitalise on this and continued to spurn a number of chances.
This was to be part of their eventual downfall as Kilkenny
upped their performance thanks to some important switches in
the forward line that gave the side a better balance. They
scored five points without reply as Kilkenny were now making
better use of their possession. The game was finished as a
contest when substitute Colin Fennelly scored Kilkenny’s sec-
ond goal and ended all hopes of a Dublin victory. In the end,

Kilkenny were 12 point
winners, on a 2-14 to
0-8 score line.

A Leinster final date on
July 2nd with the real
surprise packet of the
year, Carlow, was next
on the agenda. Carlow
had shown remarkable
resilience and great
heart to defeat both
Offaly and Wexford
respectively to qualify
for the final and went
to Croke Park with high
hopes of competing to
similar level with
Kilkenny. But Kilkenny
showed little sentiment
for the minnows, who
showed obvious and
understandable nerves
early on, as they went
about their task in clini-
cal fashion. They
opened the scoring by
knocking over five points without reply until Carlow’s Paudie
Kehoe registered Carlow’s first point. However, Kilkenny contin-
ued in the same vein once again as they scored another four
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Pipped by Tipp!
Luck eludes the Kilkenny Minor team.......

Inter-County Minor Hurling Report by Conor Brennan

Brother Damien Brennan, Kilkenny Manager,¡
ends his 6-year connection with Kilkenny

Minors

Richie Hogan, pivotal in the Kilkenny attack.

Photos Eoin Hennessy
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points in succession. Carlow did respond with another point
later on, but with the half-time score 0-13 to 0-2 in favour of
Kilkenny, there appeared to be only one likely outcome.

This view was further enhanced when early in the second half,
Jonjo Farrell scored an opportunist goal to increase the
Kilkenny lead. Carlow’s cause was further hampered when cor-
ner back Derek Byrne was sent to the line. They did manage to
give their many supporters some heart when after Jack
Kavanagh was fouled, Paudie Kehoe blasted the resulting free
to the net. But Kilkenny continued to score points at will with
Richie Hogan, Mark Bergin, John Mulhall, Martin Walsh and
Jonjo Farrell all finding the target. Paudie Kehoe did get anoth-
er point for Carlow, but two goals from substitute Nicholas
Anthony and Richie Hogan continued to pile on the agony for
the Carlow side. Hogan managed to score another goal late on
to finish his total for the game at 2-10. When the final whistle
blew, Kilkenny led 4-22 to 1-5 as Carlow’s afternoon of woe
came to a sad end.

Many neutral observers would have felt that based of this and
previous performances that Kilkenny had a real hunger and
desire to claim another All-Ireland minor title. But Tipperary,
despite being defeated by Cork in the Munster final previously,
appeared keen to meet this enthusiasm head on. This was
quite evident from an early stage in the All-Ireland semi-final, as
Tipperary were firmly on top in the opening half. Despite this,
they shot seven bad wides in the opening half and this left
Kilkenny trailing by only two points at the break (0-9 to 1-4).
Michael Murphy was the Kilkenny goal scorer, finishing to the
net from close range after good work by John Mulhall. The
aforementioned player also scored a point himself in the first
half while Richie Hogan accounted for the remaining three
points of Kilkenny’s total. Tipperary corner-forward Patrick
Bourke was proving a handful to the Kilkenny defence through-
out as he got good support from further out the field from mid-
fielder and team captain Joey McLoughney and centre-forward
Thomas McGrath.
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Kieran Mooney - a strong Kilkenny defender.
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The second half began much better for Kilkenny when John
Mulhall and Colin Fennelly both pointed before Tipperary
responded with three points of their own from Thomas
McGrath, Gearoid Ryan and Niall Bergin. However, Mulhall,
who was proving a thorn in the side of the Tipperary rearguard,
slipped through for a goal to give Kilkenny the lead. The mid-

way point of the half saw Kilkenny lead 2-8 to 0-13 to maintain
a slender lead. But when substitute Shane Brennan blasted the
ball to the Tipperary net to increase the Kilkenny lead to four
points, it seemed that this would deflate Tipperary completely. 

But the complete opposite happened as they came back even
stronger with a three point salvo to cancel out that score.
Richie Hogan managed to increase the lead to two once more
before two Tipperary points from Thomas McGrath and Tony
Dunne levelled the scores. As the seconds ticked away,
Kilkenny could not regain the initiative as Tipperary pushed
hard for the winner. Despite some heroic defending from the
likes of Kieran Mooney, Paul Murphy and PJ Rowe, they could
not hold out as Seamus Callinan coolly slotted the ball over the
bar for the winning Tipperary point. The final whistle was blown
soon after as Tipperary deservedly qualified for the All-Ireland,
winning 0-19 to 3-9, while Kilkenny were left to regret what
might have been. Soon after the game, the Kilkenny coach, Br.
Damien Brennan, announced he was leaving his post, ending
an association with Kilkenny minor hurling team as selector and
manager that lasted 6 years.

Kilkenny’s full panel of players for 2006 were:
Colin McGrath (St. Martin’s, Capt.), Patrick Nolan (St. Martin’s),
Kieran Mooney (Conahy Shamrocks), John Fitzpatrick (St.
Lachtain’s), Paul Murphy (Danesfort), David Langton (Clara),
P.J. Rowe (Mooncoin), Mark Kelly (O’Loughlin Gaels), Mark
Bergin (O’Loughlin Gaels), Michael Murphy (Erin’s Own), John
Mulhall (St. Martin’s), Martin Walsh (Tullaroan), Colin Fennelly
(Shamrocks), Richie Hogan (Danesfort), Jonjo Farrell
(Thomastown), Nickey Cleere (Bennettsbridge), James Dowling
(St. Martin’s), Kieran Grehan (Fenians), Andy Kearns
(O’Loughlin Gaels), Ger Fennelly (Shamrocks), Shane Brennan
(James Stephens), Martin Phelan (Lisdowney), Naoise Waldron
(St. Lachtain’s), David Lyng (Rower-Inistioge), David Walton
(James Stephens), Nicholas Anthony (Mullinavat), Paddy
Raftice (Mullinavat), Robbie Walsh (Danesfort), Adrian Stapleton
(Dicksboro), Shane Maher (Dicksboro).
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John Mulhall - another pivotal attacker

Specialists in Ball-Stopping Nets
& Senior and Junior Goal Nets
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On September 2nd, the eve of the day that Kilkenny won their
29th All Ireland title, we laid Michael to rest in the cemetery at
Kilmacow. Michael, a retired insurance official, had died sud-
denly the previous Wednesday and had intended going to the
All Ireland final. 

Paddy Buggy of Slieverue played the final tribute to his friend
at the funeral service. In the homily, which he started and con-
cluded in Irish, he said that it was his sad duty, on his own
behalf, that of the County Board chairman Ned Quinn, and the
GAA locally and Nationally to pay tribute to Michael O’Neill for
the contribution he had made to hurling and the GAA in his
native Kilmacow and Kilkenny. 

“He gave of his time unsparingly to promote hurling and football
in his native place and county. His father Tom, who won a jun-
ior championship with Glenmore in 1924, introduced Michael to
hurling, brought him to games, and nurtured in him a great love
of our national past-times. It was this appreciation of hurling
that spurred Mick O’Neill to make such as major contribution to
the GAA. Very proud of Kilkenny, he would never criticise or
have a bad word to say about any Kilkenny hurler or team. 

‘He played hurling for Bigwood and when the St Senan’s
Kilmacow Club was formed he became secretary, a position he
held for many years. He was a member of the panel in 1956
when Kilmacow beat Castleinch in the Junior County Final.
Representing St Senan’s on the Southern Board he was elect-
ed chairman of that board. In 1968 when he stepped down
from this position he was elected chairman of the County Board
and held this position until the end of 1984, the centenary year

of the GAA, 16 years in
all - a record for
County Kilkenny.

“As chairman, he
quickly warmed to his
task. If he was reluc-
tant to seek the posi-
tion, he became one of
the most successful
and popular chairmen
in Kilkenny’s history.
He was a very safe
pair of hands, he avoid-
ed controversy, showed
great skill in avoiding
difficult situations, was
a friend to all and in
particular the players.
He formed a sound relationship with the county secretary
Paddy Grace, and with Mons. Tommy Meagher training the
county team, Kilkenny had the back room team in the GAA
world. 

Kilkenny won the Senior All Ireland in the his first year in office
in 1969 and by the time he resigned they had appeared in ten
finals and won seven. Kilkenny also won during his term of
office, five Minor titles, four Under 21’s, one Junior and one
Intermediate All Ireland. 

His relationship with the press was friendly and sound, and he
was admired and respected throughout the GAA world. He led
Kilkenny teams on seven GAA tours to the USA. There was a
lighter side to Mick O’Neill. He was a prankster. He played
practical jokes on those who were close to him in the GAA. No
matter how important the occasion or meeting, there was
always time for a “25” or “30” - the cards were produced and
the game was on. He was a regular at race meetings and
enjoyed a gambling. 

It would be difficult, if not impossible, to estimate or put a value
on Mick O’Neill’s voluntary workload and contribution to the
GAA in Kilkenny. 

Ar dheis lámh De go raibh a anam uasal dilis.“
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Michael
O’Neill
Longest serving Chairman in the his-
tory of the County Board

LEINSTER SHC 2007

First Round:

May 27: Laois v Offaly, Tullamore.

Semi-finals:

June 9: Dublin v Wexford, Kilkenny.

June 10: Kilkenny v Laois/Offaly, Portlaoise.

Final:

July 1: Croke Park.

Le gach dea-mhéin ó
Chomhairle Laighin CLG 

Micheál Ó Dubhshláine
Runaí

LLEEIINNSSTTEERR  SSHH  CCHHAAMMPPIIOONNSSHHIIPP  22000077
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This Roinn A final showed Kilkenny schools hurling at its bril-
liant best. Clara were chasing their fourth title in six years,
Thomastown were trying to bridge a twenty five year gap to
their last success. It was an epic encounter, just as their
Country Cup semi-final had been a month previously.

Not even the persistent rain and a greasy ball could prevent
these two  outstanding teams from giving a vintage display of
hurling in well-appointed Bennettsbridge. It was an evening
when marksmen over the dead ball were required to prove their
worth. Both teams obliged with unfailing accuracy. Tactics
played a huge part in this tussle with Thomastown defending in
numbers to stop the threat of Conor O’Shea and John Murphy.
Clara counteracted by giving O’Shea a roving role on the wing,
where he thrived from start to finish.  

Thomastown’s Michael Donnelly opened the scoring with a 65
but this lead was shortlived as Clara’s new centre forward
David Carroll received a pass from Conor O’Shea and struckly
powerfully past Gary Mason who could not be faulted on the
night. The southerners responded with a smashing goal from
Mark Walsh to signal their never say die attitude. A superb
John Murphy point from the right wing levelled matters and all
in attendance marvelled at the skills of both sides. Midway
through the first half  Murphy again gained possession before
finding Conor O’Shea with a defence splitting pass. O’Shea
soloed through and drove home the score of the match to
make it 2-1 to 1-1. Thomastown persisted with determination
and were rewarded with two pointed frees from Michael

Donnelly. Close marking was the order of the day and Clara
benefited from two Shane Cassin pointed frees to leave mat-
ters 2-3 to 1-3 at half time. It was impossible to predict a winner
at this stage.

The second half began with one of the features of play on the
day, a 65 from Thomastown. Donnelly again obliged from the
dead ball, paring Clara’s lead back to two points. The next
score was probably the one which sealed the match. Eoin
Curtis had been introduced just after half time for Clara and
with his first touch his finely struck ground stroke rattled the
Thomastown net. Shane Cassin and Michael Donnelly traded
scores from placed balls as the excitement rose to fever pitch,
due in no small way to Thomastown’s magnificent fighting spirit. 

Super-sub Eoin Curtis stuck again when pointing from a tight
angle 11 minutes into the second half.  A Shane Cassin 65 fol-
lowed, shooting Clara seven points ahead (3-6 to 1-5).

Thomastown tried everything to break down their opponents
with powerful hurling from Kieran Treacy, Robert O’Hanrahan
and Barry Whelan in defence and also from their two fine mid-
fielders Michael Donnelly and Thomas O’Hanrahan, who was
particularly prominent in the latter stages. However they could
not breach the winners half back line of Brian Delaney, Shane
Cassin and captain, Noel Kehoe. In front of them were two of
the main reasons for Clara’s victory- midfielders Ciarán
Prendergast and Jack Langton. Prendergast was everywhere,
running himself to a standstill while Langton gave one of the
great performances of this or any school final. Gifted with skill
and blessed with bravery he caught ball after ball to keep
Thomastown at bay.
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Another CLARA Double!
Maroon boys continue their great run.

Clara - Roinn “A” & Corn de Bhaldraithe Champions 2006
Back: James Barry, Kevin Maher, Jack Langton, Philip Corr, Billy Leydon(Country Cup Capt.), John Murphy, Brian Delaney, Conor O'Shea, David Carroll, 
Ayrton Gleeson, Ciaran Casey, Eamonn Treacy, Richard Mulrooney (Coach).
Middle: Seb Ryan, Shane Cassin, Ciaran Prendergast, Noel Kehoe (Roinn A Capt.), Paul Murphy, Kevin Galvin, Ben Leydon, Eoin Curtis, Jason Carroll.
Front: Adam Jordan, Donal Murphy, Bill Carrigan, Jason Barcoe, Jason Byrne, David Jordan, Conor Evans.

Cumann na mBunscoileanna Report

Roinn A 
Clara 3-6   Thomastown 2-5
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The winners’ rearguard was eventually
breached when the hard working Kevin
Butler bustled the ball over the line in the
last minute. Soon afterwards Pat Hayes
blew the final whistle to the delight of
Clara and the despair of a fine
Thomastown team.

Along with those already mentioned,
Clara had a steady goalie in Ayrton
Gleeson and a close marking full back
line of Billy Leydon, Seb Ryan and Paul
Murphy. Murphy’s rising and clearances
were excellent in such conditions. Ben
Leydon, Kevin Galvin and Philip Corr all
had memorable moments. For
Thomastown, Shane O’Neill, Cormac
Weafer and Andrew Kehoe gave great
assistance to the defenders mentioned
above while up front William Murphy,
Gary Lehane, Eoin Manning and the very
skilful Adrian Butler gave everything in
pursuit of victory.

Clara: A.Gleeson, P. Murphy, B. Leydon
(Capt.), S. Ryan, B. Delaney, S. Cassin
(0-4, 2f’s, 2 65’s), N. Kehoe, J. Langton ,
C. Prendergast, D. Carroll (1-0),
C.O’Shea(1-0), Ben Leydon, P. Corr, J.
Murphy (0-1), K.Galvin, C. Casey, E.
Curtis (1-1), J. Barry, D. Murphy, E.
Treacy, K. Maher, J. Carroll, A. Jordan, C.
Evans, D.Jordan, B. Carrigan, J. Barcoe,
J.Byrne.

Thomastown: G. Mason, R.
O’Hanrahan, K.Treacy, S. O’ Neill, C.
Weafer, B. Whelan, A. Kehoe, M.
Donnelly, T. O’Hanrahan, W. Murphy,
G.Lehane, E. Manning, K. Butler, M.
Walsh, A. Burke, D. O’Mahony, E.
Conway, L. Blanchfield, N. O’Meara, L.
O’Shea, J. McCarthy, L. Tennyson, K.
Walsh, P. Lennon, J. Lanigan, J. Walsh,
P. Prendergast. 

Clara created a record that is unlikely, if
ever, to be matched when winning the
Country Cup for the fourth year in a row.
Having secured the Roinn A title just four
days previously, Clara entered this final
as overwhelming favourites. Their oppo-
nents, famed Kilmanagh, arrived
undaunted, bringing a fantastic array of
skills. The only difference between these
two sides was in experience and Clara
had that in abundance.

The game started in whirlwind fashion
when Kilmanagh’s corner forward Philly
Doheny slipped inside the winners
defence and fired a great shot to the net.
Clara’s response was immediate and
pointed frees from Shane Cassin and

one from play by John Murphy levelled
matters. Kilmanagh continued to fight for
every ball and rocked Clara with another
Philly Doheny goal. This lead was short-
lived as a Billy Leydon puckout was field-
ed by John Murphy who shrugged off the
attentions of full back Darragh Egan to
strike his first goal. Kimanagh nudged
ahead again as Eoin Robinson caught
the puckout and fired over the bar. The
skills on display were now enthralling the
supporters of both parishes.

Clara’s double act of Conor O’Shea and
John Murphy were beginning to dictate
the pattern of play and between them

they tagged on a goal and five points,
the goal coming from the ever impressive
O’Shea. Tommy Egan replied with a
pointed free to leave the half time score
2-8 to 2-2 in favour of Clara.

The winners changed gear in the second
half and their younger opponents found
the pace difficult to cope with. Jack
Langton and Ciarán Prendergast, who
had a fantastic battle with their midfield
rivals Shane Butler and Tommy Egan,
began to dominate as they had done in
the Roinn A final and the scores began to
flow as Clara played with the style they
had shown all year. Further goals from
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Thomastown - Roinn ‘A” Finalists 2006
Back:- Killian Walsh, Jamie Lanigan, Liam Tennyson, Peter Prendergast, Luke Blanchfield, Liam O'Shea,
Jack Mccarthy, Pauric Lennon, Eddie Corrway.
Middle:- Shane O'Neill, Gary Lehane, Cormac Wafer, Kieran Treacy, Kevin Butler, Eoin Manning, William
Murphy, Mark Walshe, Michael Donnelly,.
Front:- Adrian Burke, Bobby Joe Walsh, Robert O'Hanrahan, Thomas O'Hanrahan, Gary Mason, Darragh
O'Mahony, Barry Whelan, Andrew Kehoe.

Kilmanagh - Country Cup Finalists 2006
Back: Diarmuid Walsh, Jamie Hogan, Darragh Egan, James Gleeson, Conor Cleere, Owen Robinson, PJ
Trant, David Delaney, Pauric Tynan.
Middle: Vincent Teehan, Owen Corcoran, Shane Butler, Brian O’Sullivan, Tom Egan, Conor Murphy, Philip
Doheny.
Front: Peter Boland, Cathal Dermody, Daniel Cahill, Sean Tynan, Geoffrey Maher, Joe Maher.

Corn de
Bhaldraithe

Clara 6-13
Kilmanagh 2-4
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Murphy, O’Shea and Eoin Curtis along
with points from Langton, Prendergast
and Cassin confirmed Clara’s dominance
of school hurling for 2006. Kimanagh
with several of their stars in fifth class will
be a real force in 2007.

Throughout the year Clara’s goalie
Ayrton Gleeson was sound and solid.
Billy Leydon gave an exhibition at full
back in this final with the skilful Paul
Murphy a joy to watch. Seb Ryan
defended his corner valiantly. Wing
backs Brian Delaney and Noel Kehoe
were superb and centre back Shane
Cassin showed his class from start to fin-
ish. His reading of the game was tremen-
dous. Jack Langton and Ciarán
Prendergast combined brilliantly, as they
did all year, to launch attack after attack.
David Carroll, Eoin Curtis and 3rd class
pupils Ben Leydon and Kevin Galvin
chased, tackled and fought for every ball.
O’Shea and Murphy were strong, deter-
mined ,very skilful and practically impos-
sible to defend against.  Substitues
Ciaran Casey and Philip Corr also made
telling contributions.

For Kilmanagh, James Gleeson could not
be faulted while Padhraic Tynan and
Jamie Hogan were solid throughout. Full
back Darragh Egan, an excellent hurler,
tried all he could to keep the opposition
at bay. Conor Cleere, Vincent Teehan
and the diminuitive Eoin Corcoran gave
their all for their team. Shane Butler and
Tommy Egan were superb and their first
touches were top class. Conor Murphy,
Eoin Robinson and David Delaney had
most success in the first half while Brian

O’Sullivan and P.J. Trant gave great
assistance to Philly Doheny.

Clara: A.Gleeson, P. Murphy, B. Leydon
(Capt.), S. Ryan, B. Delaney, S. Cassin
(0-3), N. Kehoe, J. Langton (0-1), C
Prendergast (0-2), D. Carroll, C O’Shea
(2-3), Ben Leydon, E.Curtis (1-0), J.
Murphy (3-4), K.Galvin, C. Casey, P. Corr,
J. Barry, D. Murphy, E. Treacy, K. Maher,
J. Carroll, A. Jordan, C. Evans, D.Jordan,
B. Carrigan, J. Barcoe, J.Byrne.
Kilmanagh: J.Gleeson, P.Tynan, D.
Egan, J.Hogan, V. Teehan, E. Corcoran,
C. Cleere, S. Butler, T. Egan (0-3), D.
Delaney, E. Robinson (0-1), C. Murphy,
B.O’Sullivan, P.J. Trant, P. Doheny (2-0),
D.Walsh, D. Cahill, C. Dermody, J.Maher,
P. Boland, G. Maher.

The Hennessy Fuels Roinn ‘B’ primary
schools final between Ballyhale and
Urlingford had supporters from both
sides on the edge of their seats from
start to finish. In the end Ballyhale fared
best by a point, but result was in doubt
right to the end. Urlingford bombarded
the Ballyhale goal in the closing minutes,
desperately seeking the goal that would
take them to victory, while their oppo-
nents defended as if their lives depended
on it.
The game, which was played in Nowlan

107

Ballyhale -Roinn “B” Champions 2006
Back: Mr. Tomás O' Dowd (Teacher/Trainer), Brendan Burke, Patrick Mullen, Jack Kenneally, Richie Kent, Ian Frisby, Liam Elvidge, Emmet Frisby, Eoin Doyle, 
Brian Butler, Colin Holden, Keith Phelan, Brian Cody.
Middle : Thomas Kehoe, Ronan Corcoran, Conor Phelan, Kevin Mullen, EugeneAylward, Richard Reid (Captain), Luke Donnelly, Shaun Donnelly, Mark Phelan,
Aidan Burke, Joseph Cuddihy. 
Front :  John Hession, Conor Reid, James Deasy. 

Urlingford - Roinn “B” Finalists 2006
Back: Brian Healy, Daire Gleeson, Shane Fitzgerald, Nathan Carroll, Brian Webster, Cathal Walsh, Thomas
Moriarty, Conor Martin (Captain), Eoin Moriarty, Michael Kilcourse, Martin Phelan, James Kenny, James
Tobin, Shane Quinlan, Mark Butler, David O'Gorman, Brian Troy, Shane Moriarty, ConnorBergin, Paul
Bowden.
Front: Matthew Kavanagh, Joseph Kavanagh, Michéal Troy, Andrew Morgan, Niall O'Gorman, Michael
Fitzgerald, Jack Kavanagh, Shawn Fitzgerald.

Roinn B
Ballyhale      2-5
Urlingford      1-7
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Park, was a close affair throughout.
Ballyhale captain Richie Reid opened the
score with a pointed free, and was out-
standing  as he held the defence together
at centre-back. Reid added to his tally in
the seventh minute, when a speculative
free went all the way to the Urlingford net.
Urlingford had to wait until the 11th
minute to open their account, but it was
worth the wait as Mark Butler
rifled to the Urlingford net.
That score helped to settle Urlingford,
with wing-forward Daire Gleeson quickly
adding a point to level the game. The
sides hit a scoreless patch after all the
early excitement, but just minutes remain-
ing Richie Reid landed a beautiful point
from well out the field. He added a free
before Ronan Corcoran, who was flying
at wing-forward, edged his side even fur-
ther ahead with a fine point from play.
Additional time at the end of the half
enabled Urlingford Daire Gleeson to fired
over a point and cut the Ballyhale lead.
Conor Martin added a further point from a
free, before Gleeson levelled the game
right on the stroke of
half-time (1-4 apiece).
The second half was barely seconds old
when a quick delivery found Ballyhale
corner-forward Brian Cody in lively mood.
Alert to the move he was first to the ball,
and finished it to the net in fine style to
shoot his side ahead once again. 
Ballyhale began to win more ball around
midfield, with Brian Butler showing real
leadership in this area. Full-back Patrick
Mullen also helped, breaking up every
attack and making several long clear-
ances downfield. 
Urlingford rose to the challenge, with
Conor Martin pointing a free to keep his
side in touch. Urlingford enjoyed a good
spell which produced a fine point in the
14th minute  from full-forward Cathal
Walsh, a score which levelled the match
yet again. Almost immediately Ballyhale

replied with the game’s most important
score. After a great run from midfield,
Brian Butler escaped the chasing backs
by shortening the grip on his hurley and
swinging over what proved to be the win-
ning score. 
With more than ten minutes still to play
the exchanges between both sides grew
more intense.  Urlingford tried everything
to try and win back the advantage, but
could not find a way through Ballyhale’s
heroic defending. A high ball was batted
out by keeper Liam Elvidge but it fell
short to Urlingford’s David O’Gorman. He

fire a bullet-like shot towards goal but it
was saved on the line by full-back Patrick
Mullen. He literally saved the day for his
side, as the final whistle sounded soon
after, music to the ears of every Ballyhale
supporter.
The teams
Ballyhale – L. Elvidge, I. Frisby, P.
Mullen, K. Mullen, K. Phelan, R. Reid (1-
3), J. Kenneally, B. Butler (0-2), E. Frisby,
R. Corcoran, R. Kent, J. Deasy, L.
Donnelly, E. Doyle, B. Cody (1-0). Subs:
C. Phelan, E. Aylward, S. Donnelly, A.
Burke, C. Reid, A. Moore, T. Kehoe, M.
Phelan, C. Holden, J. Cuddihy, R.
Bourke, D. Mullen.
Urlingford – M. Kilcourse, P. Bowden, T.
Moriarty, S. Quinlan, J. Tobin, C. Martin
(0-2), B. Troy, D. O’Gorman, E. Moriarty,
D. Gleeson (0-3), J. Kenny, S. Moriarty,
M. Butler (1-0), C. Walsh (0-2), N. Carroll.
Subs: M. Phelan, B. Webster, M.
Kavanagh, S. Fitzgerald, M. Fitzgerald, B.
Healy, J. Kavanagh, N. O’Gorman, S.
Fitzgerald, C. Bergin, M. Troy, A. Morgan,
J. Kavanagh.
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Mullinavat -County IH Champions 2006
Back:  Caroline Booth, Eoin O’Connor, Paul O’Neill, Richard Waugh, Enda Morrissey, Aidan Cleere, Patrick Hughes, Robert Lannon, Shane Nolan, Micheá--l Shiel,
Lucy Dooley, William Korb, Michael Power.
Front :  Cian Aylward, Sarah Dooley, Rachel Hogan, Kevin Blanchfield, Sean Morrissey, Dylan Walsh, Aidan Byrne, Liam Blanchfield, Luke Moran, Eoin Power,
Maurice Walsh, Shane Byrne, Kevin Brennan.

SSccoorreebbooaarrdd  22000044

Educational Supplies' Hurling
League  (Roinn A)

Clara 4-5     Thomastown 2-5

Hennessy Fuels' Hurling League
(Roinn B)

Ballyhale 2-5  Urlingford 1-7

Paddy O'Connell (Dublin) Hurling
League  (Roinn C)

Bennettsbridge 5-4  Kilmacow 2-3

Tedcastle Oils' Hurling League
(Roinn D)

Dunamaggin 6-1  Carrickshock 0-7

Tedcastle Oils' Corn de Bhaldraithe
Clara  6-13,  Kilmanagh 2-4

GARDA SIOCHÁNA CITY CLASS
LEAGUES

6th Class:  St Canice's beat St Pat’s
5th Class:  St John’s beat St Canice's
4th Class:  St Canice's beat Gaelscoil
3rd Class:  St Canice's beat Gaelscoil
2nd Class: Gaelscoil  beat St Canice's.

GG..AA..AA..  MMiinnii  SSeevveennss  

The G.A.A. / I.N.T.O. Mini Sevens pro-
vided the usual high standard of skills
in all four competitions. Castlecomer
captured the hurling title while Clara
retained their camogie crown. The

boys from Thomastown had a fine vic-
tory in football while Clogh/ Moneenroe

won the girls' football. Each school
was proudly represented in Croke

Park. Eoin Bergin, Charles
Dwyer(Comer), Fiona Nolan, Isabel

Robinson, Kiera Barcoe (Clara),
Thomas O' Hanrahan, Michael

Donnelly (Thomastown) and Sarah
Buggy (Clogh/Moneenroe) all had the
thrill of playing in our national stadium.
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Following this great win in the Tedcastle
Oils Roinn C final ,Bennetsbridge will do
their school’s hurling next year in the
premier grade . The winning margin of
ten points could even have been more
,such was the dominance of the Bridge.
Both teams were guilty of some poor
shooting and perhaps at a vital stage
half way through the first half when
Kilmacow shot four wides in succession
,the opportunity to take the game to
Bennetsbridge was gone,never to be
repeated.

It was Kilmacow who started the more
promising after two minutes, when Shay
Dempsey put his side into an early lead
with a fine point from the left wing.
Bennetsbridge registered two wides in
the following few minutes and after six
minutes,corner forward ,John hayes
pointed a free to put Kilmacow clear with
a two point lead. Almost from the puck
out Bennetsbridge set up an attack that
placed the ball in the Kilmacow square.
The resultant goalmouth melee pro-
duced a goal for Bennetsbridge, with
Eoghan o Connor claiming the credit.
Driven on by this score Bennetsbridge
took control with Robert lennon and
Liam Blanchfild picking up the pace at
midfield. Wing back Aidan Cleere was
settling into a stormer of a game and
when he delivered a high ball goalwards,
clever  corner forward , Rachel Hogan,
flicked to the net to open up a four point
lead for Bennetsbridge . At this stage it
was Bennetsbridge who got nervous in
front of goal and they recorded two
wides in as many minutes. With the hard
ground taking its toll on the feet ,it also
contributed to Kilmacow’s goal.A high
ball driven deep into the Benntsbridge
defence by John Hayes took a wicked
bounce that deceived keeper Aidan
Byrne. This score reduced the margin to
two points.
Referee,Podge Butler ,adjudged a hand
on the back offence ,which gave Aiden
Cleere the opportunity to hit goalwards.
His free landed in the path of lively cor-
ner forward ,Dylan Walsh ,who whipped
the ball to the Kilmacow net. Robert
Lennon added a fine point from mid field
where his size and strength was causing
all sorts of problems for Kilmacow. But
wing forward Shay Dempsey tried all in
his power to kickstart a Kilmacow
revival and after a  fine run from mid
field, he fired a low ball across into the
path of Paul Sheehan who finished well
to the net. The half time score then 3-2
to 2-2 in favour of Bennetsbridge.
The first ten minutes of the second half
produced the beginning of the end for
Kilmacow’s challenge. One Robert

Lennon pointed in the third minute and
then as if intent on killing the game as a
contest he won a ball in mid field and
ran unchecked to bury the ball in the
back of the net. It was all Bennetsbridge
from then on and another opportunistic
goal from Rachel Hogan put her side fur-
ther ahead. Andy Kearns added his
side’s only score in the half , a point in
the fifth minute. Aidan Cleere was in
commanding form at wing back for
Bennetsbridge and his individual effort,
where he avoided the challenge of two
onrunning Kilmacow forwards, deftly
steer the ball around them,pick it again
and fire it over the bar from sixty metres
was a s fine a  score was ever recorded
in Palmerstown. Along with those
already mentioned Bennetsbridge had
heroes all over the field in Aidan Byrne,

Paul o Neill ,Enda Morrissey and Shane
Nolan .For Kilmacow ,Adam Morgan Ian
Williams Andy Kearns, Shay Dempsey
and Paul Sheehan all hurled well for
their parish.

Teams   
Bennetsbridge: A Byrne, S Morrissey, P
O’Neill, M Shiel, L Dooley, E Morrissey,
A Cleere 0-1, R Lannon 1-2, L
Blanchfield, L Blanchfield, K Blanchfield,
E O Connor1-1, D Walsh 1-0, R Hogan
2-0, S Nolan, C Aylward.

Kilmacow: D Meyler, I Aherne, A
Morgan, J Maguire, I Williams, A Kearn
0-1, K Mc namara, R Mc Kenna, D
Cooke, S Dempsey 0-1, K Croke, R
O’Hanlon, P Sheehan1-0, J Grant, J
Hayes 1-1 
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Dunamaggin - Roinn “D” Champions 2006
Back: David Walsh, Stephen O'Dwyer, Andrew Fitzpatrick, Conor Fahy, Peter Kenneally, William Moylan,
Adam Kenneally, Jason Doherty, Niamh Phelan, Aishling Cody and Gemma Long.
Front: Paul Kirwan, William Bergin, Aaron Doherty, Ray Cody, Patrick Delaney, John Kirwan, Sean Moylan,
Conor Long, Patrick Power, Eimear Moylan and Michaela Kenneally.  

Roinn C
Bennetsbridge 5-4

Kilmacow 2-3

Kilmacow - Roinn “C” Finalists 2006 
Back: Adam Morgan, Dylan Cooke, Ian Ahearn, Johnny Hayes, Jason Grant, Andy Kearns, Kevin McNamara,
Ian Williams. 
Front: Paul Sheehan, Kevin Croke, Jack Maguire, Donagh Meyler, Ryan O'Hanlon, Shay Dempsey, 
Ryan McKenna.
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A FOUR-GOAL haul in the first half of this Roinn D Tedcastle
Oils Cumann na m Bunscoile Hurling Final helped Dunamaggin
on their way to this comfortable win in Palmerstown.
Carrickshock proved to be the masters of point scoring but
unfortunately when you have sharpshooters  like Peter
Kenneally and Stephen O Dwyer  - two goals apiece - then the
opposition are always likely to be up against it.
The fastest goal of the competition was recorded in this game
as Stephen O Dwyer had the ball in the Carrickshock net after
only thirteen seconds. A huge settling score for Dunamaggin,
so much so that they repeated the act in the third minute when
Peter Kenneally attacked from the right wing and finished
strong to the net.
Carrickshock opened their account with a point from Stephen
Farrell, their most impressive forward. Indeed it appeared that
Carrickshock depended a bit too much on Farrell to make
things happen, however the plucky forward took on the role
with no complaint. 
Carrickshock created score chances in this half and on the
twenty minute mark they registered six wides. By the half time
mark their only score was from Stephen Farrell despite some
good hurling from Kevin Farrelland and Richard Kenneally. For
their part Dunamaggin were better and they registered a goal in
the fifteenth minute, a free from the stick of Patrick Delaney
that went unchecked all the way to the net.
A fine save from Aaron Roche kept out a certain goal from
Jason Doherty but in time added on in the first half , Andrew
Fitzpatrick slipped his marker . When the ball was fed to him
from mid field he made no mistake and scored his sides  fourth
goal of the half.
Carrickshock began the second half in positive mood despite
the mountain they had to climb.  A well struck ball earned a
point for  Kevin Farrell to try in some way to reduce the deficit.
Dunamaggin totally wiped out this score with a goal in the sixth
minute when Paul Kirwan profited from a loose clearance to fin-
ish the ball to the net. 
Carrickshock kept their heads up and hurled on. A pointed 65
and two further close in frees added three points to the tally, all
from the stick of Stephen Farrell.  His final score, a point, came
from a good run through the centre, mid way through the half.
This was to be their last score  and it was really a case of con-

taining the Dunamaggin forwards at this stage. The games best
goal came in the sixteenth minute as midfielder and captain
John Kirwan delivered a fine ball goalwards.  Such was the
confidence of Stephen O Dwyer that he doubled on the sliotar
and the ball went straight to the net to revive memories of a
skill that appears to be gone from the modern game. Peter
Kenneally finished the scoring for his side ten minutes from
time with a well taken point.
The finale produced no score for the winners ,which was a trib-
ute to the defensive qualities of both sides. Two brilliant saves
by Adam Kenneally in the Dunamaggin goal denied goals from
Kevin Farrell  and John Foran,which would have justifiably
brought a respectability to the final scoreline and could have
changed matters considerably.
Dunamaggin: A Kenneally, A Cody, C Fahy, S Moylan, P
Delaney, P Kirwan, N Phelan, J Kirwan, P Kenneally (2-1),  A
Fitzpatrick (1-0), J Doheny, W Moylan, S O Dwyer (2-0), P
Power, C Long  Sub: R Cody 
Carrickshock: A Roche, G Neville, R Kenneally, P J Gaule, E
Power, J Grace, S Mackey, T Hearne, L Fennelly, D Holden, S
Farrell (0-6, five frees), F C O Dwyer, K Farrell (0-1), D Moran, E
Grace.  Sub P Foran
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EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL  
SSUUPPPPLLIIEESS

55  RRoossee  IInnnn  SSttrreeeett,,  KKiillkkeennnnyy..
Telephone:  056 - 7765147

Fax:  056 - 7765147

7777  HHiigghh  SSttrreeeett,,  KKiillkkeennnnyy..
Telephone: 056 - 7721038/ 7765147

Fax 056 7751416

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss

ttoo  AAllll  CCuummaannnn  nnaa

mmBBuunnssccooiilleeaannnnaa  

WWiinnnneerrss  iinn  22000066

Roinn D
Dunamagin     6-1

Carrickshock     0-7
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Thomastown - Corn de
Bhaldraithe Champions

2005

Back : Brendan O'Sullivan
(Principal), Eddie Corrway,

Michael Begley, Liam O'Shea,
Sam Whelan, Mark Walshe,
Conor Walsh, Lee, Dunne,
Richard Fitzgerald, Enda
Roberts (Teacher/Coach).

Middle: Kieran Treacy, Ben
Hynes, Brian Bradshaw, Gary
Lehane, Kevin Butler, William

Murphy, Cormac Wafer,
Andrew Kehoe.

Front: Colin Hoyne, Robert
O'Hanrahan, Shane O'Neill,

Gary Mason, Thomas
O'Hanrahan (Captain),

NiallO'Mara, Eoin Manning,
Barry Whelan, Michael

Donnelly.

Five Wins in a row!

St Canice’s - Roinn “A”
Football Champions

2002-2006

Back: Eric Duffy, Darragh
Holohan, Aidan Walsh, Kevin

Kenny, David White, Sean
Henebry, Enda O'Donoghue,
George Greene, Frank Nolan.

Middle: Shane O'Brien,
Robert Slater, Peter

McPhillips, Thomas Carroll,
Diarmaid Hickey, Rory

Glynn, Cian Hogan, Patrick
Boyd.

Front: Sean Butler, Jason
Hennessey, Marc Cudmore,
Jack Cleere, Eoin Gough,

Eoin Fennelly, Jimmy
O'Grady,

Stephen O'Farrell.

Piltown - Roinn B
Football Champions

2006

Back: Richard Norris, Aidan
Nugent, Craig Kennington,
Martin Kirby, Michael Dunne,
Michael O'Dwyer,
Mark Dowley, Josh Quinn,
Jamie Murphy, Aran Gallagher.
Middle:  Jamie Norris, Damien
Foley, Aidan Ryan, Donal
Ryan, Kevin Walsh, Nollaig
Brophy, Christopher Shum,
David Norris, Ronan Ryan.
Front: Ryan Gallagher,
Francis O'Brien, David
Kinsella, Dean Brophy, Shane
Doody, Tom Walsh, Alan
Dowley, Tadhg Whelan.
Centre: Aaran Kinsella, Cian
Kinsella
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Were You There? 
Coaching, Cúl and Camáint around the County, North and
South, organised by Brian Ryan, Jimmy Meagher and Cumann
na mBunscoileanna. All Photos - Eoin Hennessy
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Club Officers 2005.
President Mikey O’Brien
Vice. Pres. Michael Byrne.
Chairman. Ned Moran.
Vice Chair. Ml. Helly.
Secretary. Joe Lawlor.
Ass. Sec. Niall Kennedy.
Treasurer. Nancy Moloney.
Registrar. Mick Lennon.
PRO. Lily Brennan. 
Adult Teams.
Not a great year for our teams being
pipped at the post on two occasions.
The Juniors had a good performance in
the All County Hurling League, but unfor-
tunately were beaten by Conahy
Shamrocks in the final.  In the Northern
League final we lost out to
Bennettsbridge after a replay.
Unfortunately our Juniors were beaten by
Conahy again  in the quarter final of the
northern championship.  
We look forward to the challenges of
next year with young players ready to
show their commitment, and skills for the
club.

Under Age. 
Success came to the Club through our

under age teams. Both the U-
16 and Minors were success-
ful in the Roinn C League,
bringing two League titles to
the Club. Great credit must go
the all those who work with
the underage in the Club.
County Players.  The Club
were represented at County
level by Chap Cleere(Senior
Panel) Niall Kenney (u-
21Panel), Ml. Moloney (u-16).  
Liam McCarthy in Tom Walsh
Park. The Club were hon-
oured to welcome it’s most
famous visitor to date - Liam
McCarthy - recently.  Thanks
to Peter Cleere a great
evening was enjoyed by both
young and old. Young
Camaint players were pre-
sented with their medals by
Chap and Niall.

Club Development. Development con-
tinues, as the stand is near completion
with seats from the old Hogan Stand in
Croke Park being installed at present. 

Condolences.
Our condolences to any member of the
club that suffered a bereavement during
the year.
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Club Grounds: Tom Walsh Park

Michaerl Moloney (Captain) receives U16 Div 3  U16 League
Trophy from Bord na nóg Chairman, Joe Pyke

TTTTHHHHOOOOMMMMAAAASSSS    BBBBUUUUTTTTLLLLEEEERRRR
– Simply the Best –

VIDEO
PRODUCTIONS

Mobile No 087-2431417

Freshford,
Co Kilkenny
Tlephone:

056 - 8832285

EJ MCDERMOTT
Insurance Broker

GOWRAN,  CO.KILKENNY   Tel. 056/7726123

ALL CLASSES OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED  (MEMBER OF I.B.A.)

Nobody looks harder to find you a lower quote
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Committee 2006 
Chairman: Patrick Holden
Secretary: Dave Gallagher
Vice Chair: Sean Reid
Treasurers: Neddy Walsh/John Drennan
Registrar/PRO: Dave Gallagher
Juvenile Chair: Sean Reid
Juvenile Secretary: Jimmy Walsh
Caretaker: Kevin Kennedy

County Champions
The Shamrocks senior team finally delivered
on the last few years promise of senior suc-
cess this year. They won the senior County
Final in some style, beating a gallant
O’Loughlin Gaels side in front of a large
attendance at Nowlan Park.
It is difficult to describe what the win means
for the Club. It was 15 years since the last
win at this level - a long time for a club that
was spoiled for success for such a long
time. The momentum has been building
though over the past few years. Though
unlucky at senior level the Shamrocks have
dominated at Under 21 for the last three
years – giving our players both a taste of
success and a strong level of self belief.
Losing last year’s Final was also – as it
transpired – a driving force.
The Shamrocks were awarded the 2005
League title earlier this year. This was felt to
be unsatisfactory and not the way to gain a
title. They were strong enough to win this
year’s League title on merit, giving the Club
a senior League and Championship double.
On the day of the County Final Club
Captain Tom Coogan (Knocktopher) gave a
wonderful victory speech during which he
praised all the trainers and selectors
involved with these players throughout their
careers. He thanked current Trainer Maurice
Aylward and his selectors Pat Aylward, John
Shefflin and Tommy Phelan as well as all
others involved with the team this year.
The win will now mean we will be involved,
for the first time in years, in the hunt for
Leinster and All-Ireland glory. One step at a
time though!

County Players
The Parish and since 1972 the Club has a
very strong tradition of providing players to
County teams. This year was no exception.
Henry Shefflin, James ‘Cha’ Fitzpatrick, Eoin
Reid and Michael Fennelly all won All-
Ireland medals with Kilkenny this year.
James ‘Cha’ Fitzpatrick, Michael Fennelly,
Eamonn Walsh and TJ Reid all represented
us on the County Under 21 team. Mark
Aylward was also on the wider panel, while
Michael Fennelly Captained that team to All
Ireland success.
Both Colin and Ger Fennelly represented
the Club on the County minor team. They
got as far as an All-Ireland semi-final. Ger
was also the official Captain of the Club’s
minor team.
On the day of the County Final Club
Captain Tom Coogan expressed his and
everyone’s pride that the Shamrocks, by
winning the County Final, will be in a posi-

tion to install Henry Shefflin as Captain of
the Kilkenny senior team next year. No
doubt the whole County will wish Henry the
best of luck.

Under 21 
At the time of writing the Shamrocks have
yet to play the Southern Semi-Final against
Carrickshock. Michael Fennelly, John
Drennan and Brendan Mason will take
charge. Knocktopher man Mickey Carroll
will Captain the team in search of what
would be a unique four in a row. The Club
has won the last three and also won three in
a row a generation ago. We wish them the
best of luck.

Junior ‘A’
Once again this year the Club did not enjoy
the level of success we hoped for. Trainer
Michael Fennelly was joined by Sean
O’Sullivan, Michael Drennan and Patrick
Phelan. In a strange turn of events we fell
foul of last year’s County winners Windgap
– who went on to almost repeat their suc-
cess from last year. Perhaps the senior suc-
cess this year will drive our 2nd team on to
greater things in the coming year.

Underage
Earlier this year the Club formed for the first
time in many years a separate Juvenile
Committee to run the underage end of the
Club. They have enjoyed some success at
levels starting at Under 8 all the way up to
minor. It is fantastic to have all these new
people involved in coaching and selecting
teams. It is important though to pay tribute
to the men and women who held it all
together in years previous. In particular
Chairman Sean Reid and Secretary Jimmy
Walsh deserve praise. A special mention
also for Noreen Malone – one of the most
dedicated and hard working people

involved.

Dressing Rooms
With the new dressing rooms now open for
use there remains just a few small jobs to
do. These will be done in the next few
weeks. A big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who
donated money, time and effort to this proj-
ect. A special thanks to Martin Holden who
though tasked to supervise volunteer work-
ers ended up doing much of the work him-
self. It is very much appreciated. Thanks
also to various members of his immediate
and extended family who chipped in with
much more than their fair share.

Thanks
Running a Club is an expensive business.
The Club runs its own fundraising efforts in
the Golf Classic, weekly Lotto draw (with the
Friary) and selling Piltown draw tickets
which are all thankfully well supported. After
that we are very much dependant on spon-
sorship. Obviously this year in getting to a
County Final has been more expensive than
most. We would like to thank sincerely
everyone who has sponsored the Club and
teams in any way this year. In particular to
the Club’s main sponsor Andy O’Keeffe who
continues to give this club a massive finan-
cial boost every year and then surpasses
himself during the course of each year. Also
thanks to everyone who volunteered spon-
sorship of the senior team to the County
Final.

Thanks to all players, captains, trainers,
selectors and mentors. To the committee,
field committee and groundskeepers,
physio, volunteers and families. Success is
not a right – It is built on the solid founda-
tion of a huge commitment of time and effort
from all concerned – for which we are all
grateful.
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Club Grounds:  
Páirc na Seamróg, Ballyhale.

Aylward Cup presented by Kitty Aylward on behalf of the Aylward for Under 10 Back tournament 2006: 
Back: Michael Fennelly, Henry Shefflin, James "Cha" Fitzpatrick, Mrs. Kitty Aylward, T.J.Reid, Mark Aylward.

Middle: Sully Masoud, Patrick Malone, Patrick Malone, Kevin Mullen, Eugene Aylward, Joseph Cuddihy, Luke
Donnelly, Patrick Doyle, Dylan Aylward.

Front: Adam Brenner, Enda Keneally, Connor Reid, Darren Mullen, Ronan Corcoran, Connor Phelan, Richard Whitty.
Missing from Robbie Burke, John Hession, Kevin Fennelley,  and selectors Patrick Phelan, Lenny Reid, Sean Donnelly
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Officers 2006    Adult
Chairman: Michael Kelly
Vice Chair: Charlie Purcell
Secretary: Bob Shortall
Asst.Sec: Pat Drea
Treasurer: Philip Maher
Asst. Treasurer: Martin Medlar
PRO: Michael Shortall

Juvenile Officers 2006
Chairman: Eugene Kealy
Secretary: Denis Drennan
Treasurer: JJ Staunton
Bord na nÓg: Christy Kenny

Adult Grades
Once again it was a disappointing year in
the adult grades. The junior hurling team
failed to qualify for the knock-out stages
of All County League, beaten in the
Fennelly Cup and falling to Danesfort in
the Championship quarter final.
The Junior A hurling team was unlucky
not to qualify for League playoffs, losing
out  on a score difference of one point to
Clara.
The U-21 side lost to St Patrick's
Ballyragget in their first round match for
the second year running, while the Junior
Football team made no impression at all,
with only one draw to their credit.

Underage
The underage section of the club contin-
ues to flourish.  The exploits of the U-16
hurling team that completed the League
and Championship double is covered
elsewhere in the yearbook. The U-14
side reached the league semi-final and
exited the championship, losing to a very

strong Callan team.
A very young minor side put up some
very creditable performances. Most of
these players can play minor for the next
two years and should be serious con-
tenders for honours.
The U-14 Football team reached the final
of  the League losing out to Callan, while
the U-16 team went under to Mullinavat
in the League/Championship.

Team Management
A special word of thanks goes to the vari-
ous management teams, without whose
dedication and commitment the club
would not function.
Adult: Mick Medlar, Pat Drea and Kieran
Fitzgerald. U-16 / Minor: Christy Kenny,
Joe English, Mick Doyle and Derek
McEvoy. U-14: Eugene Kealy, Jimmy
Wall and Liam Whitely.

Juvenile
The U-13 side were very impressive
when winning the Shield in the
Lisdowney Sevens after being narrowly
beaten by eventual winners Clara.
The U-12 side won their group in the
Dublin County Board Blitz, took part in
the Castlecomer and Thomastown
Tournaments and in Go Games.
The U-11 team took part in the Camáint
ground hurling competition.
The U-10 side were Shield winners in
Emeralds Blitz and  Cup Finalists in
Thomastown and Clara. They took part in
James Stephen's, Conahy Shamrocks
and St. Martin's Tournaments.
Teams were also fielded from U-6 to U-9
with the U-8's winning their group in

Roanmore tournament.
The Club again held  U-12 and U-10
blitzes in September, for the Anne
Brennan and Stephen Byrne Memorial
Trophies with 14 clubs taking part. Two
highly entertaining days hurling were pro-
vided by all those enthusiastic young
boys and girls.
There continues to be huge turnout at
the Friday night coaching for young boys
and girls. A special word of thanks is due
to parents and others who give of their
valuable time coaching and transporting
players and to the ladies committee for
catering for the crowds at the various
blitzes etc.

In the Black and Amber
Martin Dormer was a member of the
Kilkenny U-14 team that took part in the
Tony Forrestal tournament in Waterford.
Martin Bambrick was a member of the U-
16 team that participated in the Tipperary
Co-Op Tournament.
Richard Doyle, Cathal Kenny and Cathal
English were members of the U-15
Development Squad.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Darren O'Neill on win-
ning U-21 Leinster and All Ireland medals
as part of the Kilkenny panel

March of Time
People of the parish were saddened ear-
lier this year at the untimely death of
Paddy Byrne, formerly of Kellymount.
Paddy was an avid hurling fan, a very
useful corner forward in his playing days
and a dedicated member of the club.

Even though he lived
in Gowran for a long
number of years he
would still be seen as
an interested specta-
tor at games involving
his beloved
Paulstown. The sym-
pathy of the club is
extended to his wife
Kay, daughters
Lynda, Catherine,
Gillian, son Brian and
other family mem-
bers. 
Sympathy is also
extended to all play-
ers, officials, support-
ers and friends who
suffered bereave-
ments during the
year.
Ar dheis lamh Dé go
raibh siad.
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Páirc an Phobal, Paulstown.

Barrow Rangers - Winners U- 8 section Roanmore Tournament
Back: Mark Drennan, Ben Whelan, Cian Cassidy, Dylan Nolan, Sean Dermody, Jimmy Byrne.
Front: Shane Flavin, Michael Doyle, Mark Hutchinson, John Martin, Paul Martin.
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Officers 2006
Chairman: Eamon Hanrahan
Vice Chairman: Pat Hickey
Secretary: Dick O'Neill
Treasurer: PJ Cullen
PRO: Ian Morrissey
County B. Rep: Martin Treacy
N. Board Rep: Barry O'Brien
Chair B na nOg: John Byrne

Junior
Having put a lot of hard work and training
into this years championship
Bennettsbridge played Danesfort in the
Northern final which they unfortunately
lost. Some consolation was had with vic-
tory over Tullagher Rossbercon in the
league final.

Schools
Bennettsbridge National School had a
fantastic win in the Roinn C Schools
County Final at Palmerstown against
Kilmacow. Following many years of hard
work it was great to win and full credit
must go to all the players involved and
their coach Richard Moran.

U-14 Hurling
The U-14s had a long and fruitful year
which started with victory in the Football
league final against Ballyhale. This was

followed by another
victory in the hurling
league final when
they defeated
Gowran at Clara. In
the U-14
Championship they
lost in a replay to
Kilmacow having
been caught by a
very late goal at the
end of the final in
Nowlan Park.

Minors
Having shown much
promise early on
Bennettsbridge lost to
Blacks & Whites in the Championship
Semi-Final

Club Coaching
Bennettsbridge were also active with U-
12s, U-15s and Go games.
The U-8s and U-10s had wins in the
Danesfort, Thomastown and
Graiguenamanagh tournaments. Lots of
work is being done at these ages which
is vital for the future development of hurl-
ing in Bennettsbridge.

Development
Great work has been carried out at the
Pitch with the completion of the New
Store Room, the laying of chippings and
the recent arrival of floodlights. A special
word of thanks to all who have helped
out in any way in the maintenance and
development of the pitch throughout the
year. 

Sponsorship
Many thanks to all our sponsors espe-
cially our main Sponsor PJ Cullen,
Centra.
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Bennettsbridge GAA Grounds

Two ‘Bridge stalwarts, Larry Cleere and PJ Cullen

BBeesstt  ooff  lluucckk  ttoo  aallll
tthhee  KKiillkkeennnnyy  TTeeaammss  iinn  22000055

ffrroomm  HHeennnneessssyy  SSppoorrttss

““KKiillkkeennnnyy’’ss  oonnllyy  LLooccaall  SSppoorrttss  SSttoorree””

4-5 PARLIAMENT STREET, KILKENNY
Tel: 056 - 7762848    Fax:  056 - 7764828   E-mail:  hennessysports@eircom.net

BBridge  03/12/2006  22:49  Page 1



A Good Year
2006 was a reasonable year for the club
with success for club players at county
level being the most notable feature. The
first Sunday in September saw club play-
ers John Tennyson, Richie Power,
Michael Rice and John Dalton help
Kilkenny to All Ireland Senior Success. 

Adult teams
The Seniors had a great start to the sea-

son with wins over Dunnamaggin and
Young Irelands. The campaign spluttered
mid season with losses to Tullaroan,
Graigue-Ballycallan and Fenians. A col-
lapse in the final minutes of the
Johnstown game saw a three point score
difference condemn us to the relegation
section of the competition against Erins
Own. A rather easy win with everybody
finding form on the day propelled the
'Shocks into a mouth watering quarter
final against neighbours the Shamrocks.
This generation has provided great con-
tests from school league to U-21.
However this year's battle will go down
as one of the great club games played in
recent years in the county. The quality of
both defending and attacking from both
teams, general sportsmanship was out-
standing and it was a pity that there had
to be a loser. The Junior A team recov-
ered well from a poor league campaign
to reach the Southern Final though
Windgap ran out easy winners. 
Football saw the club participate in the
Senior grade for the first year and teams
like Railyard taught many lessons about
the step up in standard required.
Relegation was luckily avoided and
Eamon Foley and his charges can hope-
fully look forward to a more successful
season in 2007. 

Underage Matters
The highlight of the year for juveniles
was the success of the schools team
under Mr. Duggan in reaching the Roinn
D final. While Dunnamaggin were defi-
nitely a far better team on the day,
eleven of this team will be underage
again next year. The U-14s, after good
wins in earlier rounds lost out to St
Lachtains, Freshford in the quarter final,
while a highly fancied U-16 outfit were
caught on the hop by a young Mullinavat
team in the championship. This team
later lost the league final to Barrow
rangers. The Minor team is still involved
in a Shield Final, while the U-21s lost to
the Shamrocks. Among the more enjoy-
able activities for the younger Shocks
this year was a trip to Mullingar for the U-
12s to see the first round of the Leinster

championship match Kilkenny v.
Westmeath. The day included a match
against the Raharney U-12s. Among the
other highlights of the juvenile calendar
was the rolling out of the "Go Games" by
former Kilkenny star Pat Dwyer and his
U-8 team. 
The  U-10s reached the Graignamanagh
and Windgap tournament finals. The U-
11s won the inaugural James Grace tour-
nament. James was a promising hurler
who died tragically in 1986 aged 21. For
the first time in many years Carrickshock
had four players (Chris Roche, John
Power and Ciaran Roche) on the Tony
Forristal team. 
The club was also represented at inter-
county level by the O'Dwyer brothers of
Annamult, Darren at Minor and Mark at
U-16. 

New Pitches Almost Ready
At committee level the prayers of the
faithful on the ODwyers' home patch
have been answered with the provision
of two pitches in
Lawcus, Stoneyford.
These pitches will be
ready for use in the
spring and a sub-com-
mittee will oversee fur-
ther developments at
the site.

Bereavements
We extend condolences
to the Tennyson Family
of Mabbitstown on the
death of Toddy. Toddy
played underage and
junior for the club in his
younger years. His sons
John, Pat, Brian and

Niall have excelled for club, colleges and
county in recent years. Other families
associated with the club who suffered
bereavements include the Hollands of
Cherrymount,  the Cahill Family of Kyle
and the Fennellys, Rathduff.
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Club Grounds: Huffinstown

James Grace Carrickshock U-11 captain
holding the cup to comemmorate his late Uncle (also
James). Beside him is Stephen Grace (son of the
late James Grace)

Carrickshock U-10s with JJ Delaney and the McCarthy Cup 
Back: David O’Brien, K. Farrell, Stephen Mackey, Pauric O’Fearghaill, Aaron
O’Neill, Eoin Grace. F
ront: Jody Dwyer, Edwin Cahill, Michael Kenneally, Dylan Halligan, Adam
Fennelly.

Young Carrickshock supporters meet John Tennyson and John Dalton  at Cusack Park, Mullingar.
Includes Eoin Grace, Max Andrewertha,Stephen Farrell,Gary Neville, Eamon Power, Eoin Finnegan, Conor
O’Dwyer, Stephen O’Dwyer, Colm Finnegan, Alex Broderick, Ian Dunphy, PJ Gaule, Adam Smith, Aaron
Roche, Cillian Cantwell, Tommy Hearne, Aaron O’Neill, James Grace, David O’Brien, Kevin Farrell, John
Power, Robbie Power, Pauric Phelan and Sean Cassin with mentors Cleeve Cuddihy and Kathleen Farrell.
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Committee 2006
President; Neddy Power 
Vice-Presidents; Willy Delahunty  

Neddy 'Fox' Madden 
Chairman; Richie Quinn 
Vice-Chair; Nicky Dunphy
Secretary; Hilary Delahunty
Assistant Sec; Eoin Gallagher
Treasurer; Michael Murphy 
PRO; Pamela Horgan 
Co Board Del; Pat Dalton 
South Bd Del; Claus Dunphy 
First Aid; Maria Walsh 
Trainer / Coach: Noel Maher

Synthetic Pitch
Carrigeen Hurling Club's year began in
earnest a couple of months before
Christmas when it hosted the Eddie
Quinn Memorial Cup on its new All-
Weather, synthetic grass surface pitch. 
The pitch was opened in mid-September
by Nicky Brennan (President Elect) and
Paddy Buggy (former President) and
blessed by Father Eamonn O'Gorman.
Shortly after, the Eddie Quinn U-12 tour-
nament began, with eighteen clubs,
mostly from south Kilkenny, south east
Tipperary and Waterford City, battling it
out over five weekends. In the end,
Ballygunner took the Group A Cup, while
Windgap won Group B and Ferrybank
took the Group C shield. Kilkenny hurler,
Richie Mullaly, presented Cups and
Trophies.

Johnny Walsh Memorial Cup
After Christmas, the Johnny Walsh
Memorial Cup began, involving some
thirty-eight clubs, fielding forty-two
teams. During one weekend alone, twen-
ty-one hours of hurling took place. Over
five hundred and seventy hurlers togged
out, every weekend, for the six week-
ends of preliminary matches. 
The clubs came from five counties; Cork,
Tipperary, Waterford, Kilkenny and
Wexford. Teams such as Knockavilla
Kickhams, Oulart-the-Ballagh, Blackrock,
Lismore and Clara found that their
strongest competition was often the local
teams. Nicky Brennan himself has said
that, taking the unusual playing environ-
ment into account, nothing like it had
been attempted before. 

Final Stages
The Group A final saw Dicksboro beat
Joe Deane's Killeagh, under the guid-
ance of former renowned inter-county
goalkeeper Michael Walsh, while Group
B went to Clonmel Óg. Tullaroan won the
Group C final and brought All-Star
Tommy Walsh with them to present

medals and trophies. Many thanks to the
Barry Henriques (Kilkenny People),
Michael Brophy (Munster Express) and
the other local papers for their assistance
in promoting the tournaments.

Action on the Playing Fields
Training was under the guidance of
Carrickshock stalwart Noel Maher and
selectors; Nicky Dunphy, Ray Murray and
John Fripps, and Kevin Kennedy. 
With narrow defeats to the Rower
Inistioge, Callan and Slieverue, we
missed out on the League semi-finals,
but qualified for the Joe Walsh Memorial
Cup, with victories over Piltown,
Muckalee and Black and Whites.
However we lost to O'Loughlin Gaels in
an entertaining final by 1-11 to 1-8. 
In the Championship, after a three point,
first round defeat by Mooncoin, we over-
turned previous League defeats with
wins over Rower Inistioge, Slieverue and
Kilmacow, to qualify for the Junior B
semi-final, losing to Mullinavat in a close
encounter. The club was very pleased
with having reached a southern semi-
final. It is a testament to Noel Maher's
efforts that we made it that far, and
everyone is determined to build on that
success next year. 

New Challenge
Training ended in mid September after
the Club travelled to Borris-on-Ossory for
the Bob O'Keeffe Memorial Cup. Borris
had a huge panel and it was a very
enjoyable encounter. Next year, they will
travel down to Carrigeen and it is intend-
ed that it will be a permanent fixture on

both club's calendars. Bob O'Keeffe was
a native of Carrigeen, President of the
GAA in the 1930s and spent most of his
life teaching in Borris-on-Ossory. 

New Tournament
The Eddie Quinn U-12 Floodlit
Tournament began again, with twenty-
three teams from six different counties
taking part. Kilmacud Crokes, Blackrock,
Ballygunner, Sacred Hearts and Gorey
have made it to the semi-finals in Group
A. Urlingford Emeralds, Kilsheelan,
Piltown, Mount Sion and St. Mary's,
Clonmel are contenders for Group B. In
Group C, Clonmel Óg, Clonea, St. Mary's
Waterford and Ferrybank remain. 

Further Club Developments
On the development scene, the club
hopes to progress in the New Year with
new dressing rooms, clubhouse, gym
and sports hall. With the aid of
!200,000, the club would like to sincere-
ly thank our local and national politicians
for their efforts and assistance.

Condolences
The club would like to offer its condo-
lences to Paddy, Breda, Jackie & Hanna
and all the Ryan and Flynn families, on
the tragic death of young Richard. The
club was also greatly saddened at news
of the death of our former PP, Father
Frank Grace and would like to offer con-
dolences to his sister, nieces and
nephews. Also, our condolences to Bea,
Paddy, Joe, Father Watty, Mary and
Betty on the passing of Dick Dunphy,
Treasurer of the County Board. 
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.Club Grounds: Asper Park

Carrigeen Hurling Team and Officers 2006
Back: Ray Murray (Selector), Geoffrey Dobbyn, Pat Dunphy (County Board Delegate), James Power, Michael
Jacob, Kevin Kennedy, John Hearne, Liam Roche, Fintan Dermody, Vincent Power, Eoin Gallagher, Seamus
Dunphy, Tommy Walsh, Noel Maher (Trainer), Pat Dalton (Southern Board Delegate).
Middle: Nicky Dunphy (Selector), John Fripps (Selector), Pa Walsh, Jamie Carroll, Stephen Jacob, Shane
Walsh, Ivan Tobin, Pat Dalton, Michael Murphy, David Walsh, Neville Sinnott, Richie Quinn (Chairman).
Front Row: Kevin Murphy, Brian Murphy, Seanie Tyler, Patrick Phelan, Wally Morahan, Stephen Blackmore,
Seamus Jacob, Tom Dunphy, Hilary Delahunty.

Carrigeen  03/12/2006  23:06  Page 1



Chairman:   Pat Treacy
Secretary:   Aine Prendergast
Treasurer:   Martin Nolan

The Clara Intermediate Team, after
appointing Maurice Power as Trainer,
had a promising year even though they
were beaten in the County Final by
Mullinavat 1 -21 to 2 - 11  They won a
consolation prize when they beat
Freshford 2 -10  to 1-11 in the Aylward
Cup Final . They also qualified for the
Shield Final and were narrowly beaten
by Galmoy 1-12 to 2-7.  With such a
panel of young players our day of glory
will hopefully come in the not too distant
future.

Unfortunately in the first round of the
Junior A championship Clara were beat-
en by Ballycallan 1-14 to 0–14 and again
in the Junior B, the Blacks and Whites
beat us 3-11 to 1-8.

The U21 team beat Dicksboro in the first
round of the Championship, but went
down to Castlecomer  in a disappointing
display in Freshford by 1-11 to 0-3.  Our
minor team, who were unfortunately
plagued with injuries all year, were
defeated by James Stephens 2-9 to 3-9.

Our Junior Footballers were back in
action again this year , in the
Championship/League after winning all
the preliminary rounds beating Barrow
Rangers, Castlecomer, Muckalee and
also Gowran. They went down to
Graiguenamanagh in the quarter final 1-8
to 1-3.

The Clara Players who represented their
Club with County Teams during the Year
were  U14 Killian Phelan.  U15 Thomas
Byrne, Patrick Galvin and James
Dowling. David Langton was a member
of the Minor Panel, while David, Shane,
and Neal Prendergast were on the suc-
cessful U21 Panel. Brian Phelan played
with the Kilkenny Intermediate Team and
of course Austin Murphy had a excep-
tional year, he won his first Celtic Cross
Medal,  National League Medal, U21 All
Ireland Medal, when he scored 3pts and
was also on the County Intermediate
Team. Well Done to All!   

At juvenile level, Clara once again
showed that there is plenty of young tal-
ent still emerging. The School Hurling
Team made history this year by winning
four in a row Country Cup titles and took
that coveted Roinn A title again. 
The U10 team had a great year winning

Tournaments in Paulstown, Thomastown
and Clara.
U12’s took part in Lets Go Games and
the Dan Ryan Memorial Tournament in
Naas.
This year the Anthony Prendergast
Memorial Tournament featured U13’s.
Both the Cup and Shield finals went to
extra time in two fiercely competitive
games. James Stephens beat Clara in
the Cup and Ballycallan beat Ballyragget
in the Shield.
U14’s were beaten in the first round of
the Championship by James Stephens.
U15 eleven-a-side team did extremely
well, they beat Danesfort,
Bennettsbridge, Conahy, Castlecomer
and were finally overcome by Ballyragget
in the County Final, which was played
under lights, final score 1-3 to 1-9.

Clara won, for their second time,  the
Lisdowney Sevens, captained by Ciaran
Prendergast, this was a special honour
as it was the 25th Anniversary of the
tournament.  Conor O’Shea was also
presented with the Player of the
Tournament Award by GAA President
Mr.Nicky Brennan. Well done lads!

Finally, a special thanks to all who
helped out with the running of the Club
this Year.
Thanks to those who coached teams, ran
all the Fundraising Activities, the Ladies
Committee, Sponsors, players and sup-
porters alike . Let’s hope 2007 will be a
good one for all.
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Club Grounds:  
Clara GAA Grounds, 
Clifden, Clara

Clara U15 11-a Side Team 2006
Back:  Brian Delaney, Nickey Creane, Matthew Byrne, Patrick Galvin, Brian Prendergast, Kevin Barcoe (Capt),

Thomas Byrne, David O’Connell.
Front: James Dowling, Peter Nolan, Jack Langton, Ciarán Prendergast, Killian Phelan.

Clara U10’s - Winners of Paulstown, Thomastown and Clara Tournaments
Back:  Michael Healy, Brian Nolan, Ben Langton, Kevin Galvin, Shane Campions, Joe Connolly, Jack Bennett,

Caine Curran, Jason Byrne, Gary Kehoe.
Front: Luke Scanlon, Kevin Kehoe, Jason Barcoe, Matt Kenny, Patrick Lehane(Capt), David Jordan (Capt),

Cormac O’Driscoll (Capt), Paddy Ryan, Jake Scanlon, Pádraig Staunton.
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Hurling Matters
After two very competive years, the loss
of team manager John Lyng and a num-
ber of key players who took time out in
Australia, Cloneen juniors struggled to
gain any sort of form in the season
ended. However the still young club can
feel contented with the progress made at
underage level.

New Juvenile Committee
For the first time an independent
Juvenile Committee was put in place to
organise both hurling and football in the
parish, with the co-operation of Railyard
Football Club.
Cloneen introduced the club’s new crest
in the spring and the first team to wear it
were the U-10’s when they travelled to
County Limerick as guests of the
Monaleen club. All 32 players were kitted
out in new jerseys, togs and socks as the 
positive effects of their new organising
committee began to show. Later that day
they travelled on to the Gaelic Grounds
for the Kilkenny v. Limerick National
League match.
In August, the Limerick club travelled up
to take part in a U-10 tournament organ-
ised by the Cloneen club to commemo-
rate former club president Larry Brennan
(Rushe).
The Monaleen boys reached the final
only to be beaten by a very talented
Tullaroan side. The cup was presented
by Mrs Anne Brennan (Rushe), Larry’s
widow and the medals were presented
by Kilkenny All Star Tommy Walsh.
The Cloneen club now honours two of it’s
former presidents with memorial tourna-
ments.

Tom Brennan (Roe) Cup
The late founder president Tom Brennan
(Roe) has a cup in his name which is
played for by junior clubs from north

Kilkenny, Laois and Carlow. The holders
are Bennettsbridge who beat the host
club in the final having overcome Erin’s
Own in the semi final.
Cloneen entered a U-9 team in the Erin’s
Own tournament and after acquitting

themselves well, only
missed out on a place
in the final on scoring
average.
The annual Tom
Brennan (Roe) Cup
was won by
Bennettsbridge who
beat the host club
Cloneen by three
points in a competitive
final.

Pitch Opening
Officers of the club
were again frustrated
in their attempts to
organise the official

opening of the playing pitch and club-
house. They have been top of the list to
secure the services of the Kilkenny sen-
ior team for nearly two years, but with so
many demands on the county side, it has
been impossible to secure a definite
date. Hopes are that this historic event
may take place in the coming spring.
Local GAA followers were disappointed
for referee Eamon Mansfield when he
broke his leg at the end of September.
Eamon has made great strides and was
one of the favourites to referee the senior
county final. His time is surely not far
away.

World Champions!
There was great pride in the success
story from the World Handball
Championships in Canada where a num-
ber of underage club members did their
parish proud. Two Worlds winners tro-
phies and seven runners up was the
return following a very successful trip. 
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Club Grounds: 
Cloneen GAA Grounds

Cloneen U-10 Hurlers in Jenkinstown
Back; P Barcoe, C Young, B Mahon, P O’ Neill, R Egan, P Brennan, K Whelan, E Doyle, J Treacy, L O’ Neill
Front: C Delaney, L Whelan, L Barcoe, M Browne, P Cooney, R McGuire, S Feehan, S Dunne, J Browne,
D Delaney

Cloneen Junior Team 2006
Back: Eamon Mooney, Ronan Walsh, Noel Roche, Pa Brennan, Damien Walsh, Colin Phillips, Don Lawlor,
Enda Gannon, Niall Mooney.
Front: Graham Lawlor, Alan Hosey, Cyril Stedmond, Sean Brennan, Laurence Lyng, Sean Geoghegan, Steve
Mahon

Tim Wilson, 19 years Treasurer of Cloneen and his wife Sheila leaving
home by limo for the All Ireland Football Final.

Tim, who holds 14 Kilkenny Senior Football County Medals with Railyard, won
the trip on the 'Up for the Match' TV show on RTE. It included an overnight stay
in the exclusive Gresham Hotel,, Stand Tickets for the final, tickets to the win-
ners banquet and !1,000 spending money. It was appropriate that one of
Kilkenny's best ever footballers, who never misses a football All Ireland Final
shoud win such an attractive prize. Now that's style!
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Great Progress
It has a year of great development for
the club as hopes are high for continuing
growth and optimism. The construction
of the new facilities in the Polo Grounds,
which commenced during the summer, is
beginning to take shape and should be
fully functional early next year. The
development committee who have been
given the task of managing the project,
have been working extremely hard
throughout the past year planning and
seeking funding for the project which
thus far has been very successful. The
new building should be of immense
value to the club and the parish in gen-
eral in the coming years and it has been
widely supported by local parishioners. It
is hoped that it should be a major social
outlet for everyone in the locality as well
as an important building for the every
day running and organisation of the club.

Hurling Action
Unfortunately, the success of the Polo
Grounds development was not matched
by success of the hurling fields this year.
The junior hurlers showed some early
season promise when they captured the
All-County League title defeating Blacks
& Whites in an excellent game in Nowlan
Park. They defeated the same opposi-
tion as well as Cloneen in the opening

rounds of the Northern championship but
after a dramatic draw in the first game
played in atrocious conditions, they were
second best to Danesfort in a most dis-
appointing defeat in the semi-final replay
in Freshford. The junior B hurlers had an
equally disappointing exit at the hands of
Dicksboro in the northern championship
but had some decent victories in the
league. At the time of writing, the U-21
hurlers have reached the North final
after a great run, defeating Graig-
Ballycallan, O’Loughlins and James
Stephens. In football, the intermediate
footballers suffered a double disappoint-
ment when they were defeated by St.
Lachtain's in the league final and subse-
quently were defeated by Thomastown
in the County semi-final.

Much Underage Activity
It has continued to be a hectic year for
under-age activity this year at all levels.
The minor hurlers were a great hope for
success this year but they were to suffer
real heartbreak when they lost to
Mullinavat by a single point in the Roinn
B championship semi-final after a
thrilling match ended level after normal
time. The U-16 and U-14 hurlers suf-
fered a similar fate in their respective
championship campaigns but produced
some good performances along the way.

In football, however, the U-16's managed
to capture a league title this year. Once
again this year, there was a flurry of
activity at U-10, U-11 and under-12 level
with many competitions taking place
throughout the year, in particular the
Kevin Bergin U-10 tournament and the
Jim Comerford U-12 tournament organ-
ised by the club each year.

Fundraising
In further off field activities, the annual
golf classic held in June in Castlecomer
Golf Club was another resounding suc-
cess. Other fundraising efforts were also
successful, namely the greyhound race
night amongst others. The club was
again grateful for the continued support
of club sponsors Downey Logistics,
Foulksrath throughout the year.

County Players
The club was also represented by the
following players at inter-county level:
Alan Healy (U-21 & Intermediate
Hurling), Gavin Nolan (U-21 &
Intermediate Hurling), Denis Kelly
(Intermediate Hurling), Paul & Declan
Buggy (Senior Football), Kieran Mooney
(Minor Hurling) and David Healy (U-16
Hurling).
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The Polo Grounds, 
Jenkinstown

RAMIE DOWLINGRAMIE DOWLING
HURLEY MANUFHURLEY MANUFACTURERACTURER

Only Best Ash Used

HURLING BALLS STOCKED

66, UPPER PATRICK STREET, KILKENNY

Phone  056 - 7722777
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Club Officers
Chairman: Thomas O Neill
Secretary:  Maurice Woodcock
Treasurer:  JJ Reddy
P.R.O.        Pat Tynan
Co. Board: Eoin O Neill
North Board: Tom Mahony
Juvenile Officers
Chairman: Martin Tynan
Vice Chairman: Eoin O Neill
Secretary: John Cooney
Treasurer: PJ Duncan
PRO: Pat Tynan

What a Year!
This year has been one of the most suc-
cessful years in the clubs history. After a
seventy five year wait Danesfort Junior
Hurlers defeated Tullogher/Rosbercon in
the County Junior Final to become Co.
Junior hurling Champions for 2006. What a
difference a year makes and under the
guidance of Adrian Ronan and his selec-
tors the Junior hurlers have brought great
joy and pride to their parish. 
In the quarter final of the Northern
Championship Danesfort recorded a com-
fortable win over Paulstown in a game that
saw Richie Hogan score 1-13. In the semi-
final Danesfort played a fancied Conahy
Shamrocks team in Freshford which ended
in a draw. In the replay Danesfort played
some terrific hurling and showed great
commitment and skill to win by five points.
In the Northern final they faced a very
strong Bennetsbridge team but this present
Danesfort team were not going to see their
dream shattered and in a close contest
Danesfort bridged a twenty year gap by
becoming the Northern Junior Champions
2006.
In their first county final in seventy five
years Danesfort made a great start to the
game but were gradually pulled back by
Tullogher/Rosbercon and with ten minutes
to go Danesfort were four
points down but this great
hearted team never throw
in the towel and in a dra-
matic finish Danesfort
secured a famous victory
by one point.
Congratulations to every-
one involved for making
this a very proud day for
Danesfort Hurling and in
particular Tony Woodcock
and his great speech. The
journey continues with
Danesfort reaching the
semi final of the Leinster
Junior championship.

U-8s Busy Year
The U-8’s had a very
busy year of hurling with
both challenge games
and tournaments at home

and away. They were also involved in the
new Go games at underage level and
under the guidance of L. Mullins, J. Nolan
and R. O Keeffe the under 8 structure is
going from strength to strength with over
thirty five players involved in training.

U-10 Action
The U-10’s hurlers had a very active sea-
son participating in challenge games and
invitation tournaments. They were also
involved in the new go games structure.
They reached the semi final of the Conahy
tournament where they reached the semi
final and were defeated by Erins Own.
They also participated in the Urlingford
tournament in September. Great work is
being done by J. Cooney, C. Wallace and
M. Rossiter.

Great Year for the U-12s
The under 12's had a very successful year
reading the final of our own tournament.
They also participated in the Callan and
Ballyragget tournaments and reached the
Shield final of the Lisdowney Sevens.
Great credit for their progress must go to
selectors Martin Tynan, Paul Bruton, Pat
Tynan and John Dunne. 
The Lisdowney Seven's celebrated its 25th
year this year. Danesfort qualified for the
Shield final having defeated Shamrocks
and Lisdowney. In the final. Cillian Treacy
lead the team with some outstanding scor-
ing supported by Daryl Cody and Cian
Mullally. In the final a very good Barrow
Rangers team proved too strong for
Danesfort, but again great credit to all
involved for doing so well.

U-14
The U-14 panel gave great commitment to
through training and competitive games. In
the league they just missed out on qualify-
ing for the final stages when they lost out

to a very good Inistioge team.
In the championship they played Erins
Own in the first round and were involved in
one of the great games of the season. In a
tough physical game Danesfort were nar-
rowly defeated but showed great skill and
courage.
This was a great panel of players to work
with and were guided through the season
by E.O Neill, P. Ireland, A. Cullen and P.
Tynan.

U-16
Under the leadership of T. Walsh and F.
Daly the U-16s gave some great hurling
displays during the league. In the champi-
onship they reached the semi-final of the
Shield where they were narrowly defeated
but they did the club very proud.

Minor
This year brought great expectations for
Danesfort minors under the guidance of
Jim Fennelly, Pat Treacy and Derek
Dooley. They narrowly missed out on quali-
fication in the league. In the championship
their opening game was against city side
Dicksboro. This game proved to be a very
close game and at half time the were even-
ly matched. In the second half it was a
very close encounter with the physical
strength of Dicksboro closing out the
Danesfort attack to secure their place in
the next round.

Thanks to Pascal!
To our grounds committee under the lead-
ership of Pascal Slattery we would like to
thank you for your great work during the
year it was much appreciated.

Our Generous Sponsors
To all our sponsors of our teams the gener-
ous support you give is greatly appreciat-
ed.
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Danesfort - Finalists in Club U12 Tournament
Back!"Ger Dunne, Cillian Treacy, Jack Bruton, Darragh Sheehan, Patrick Hickey, Michael O’Neill, Laura Dunne, Emmett Nugent,
Conor Holligan, Thomas Rossiter, Tom Whithy, Conor O’Neill.
Front!"Philip Cooney, Colm Phelan, Ronan Leahy, Gary Tynan, James Tynan, Patrick Tynan, Brendan Cullen, Brendan Hyland, Josh
Haines, Harry Bruton, Dillon Dunphy-Wallace, Eugene Stanley, Kieran Condon.
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Any year a GAA Club brings an All-
Ireland title back to its County is indeed a
special year for both the Club and
County. 2006 has been a special year for
Dicksboro. On February 12th. 2006 in
Croke Park Dicksboro defeated
Ballinahassig the Cork and Munster
Intermediate Club Champions to become
the All-Ireland Intermediate Club
Champions .
A superb performance on the day saw
Dicksboro captain David Carroll accept
the cup from G.AA President Sean Kelly
and set in motion a period of great cele-
bration for the Club. A celebratory DVD
was produced by the Club to mark the
occasion and a Gala Celebration Dinner
Dance was held in Langtons on
St.Patricks Night which was sold out well
in advance and proved to be a fitting trib-
ute to a great achievement.

As the year progressed it was great to
see Dicksboro return to the Senior
Hurling Championship in Kilkenny. A
good League campaign saw the Team
develop well and a good Byrne cup run
saw Dicksboro reach the final of that
competition losing out to St.Martin’s.
Though losing to Dunamaggin in the
Championship after a replay, the panel
and mentors can look forward to the
2007 season. Congratulations to all on a
great year.
Congratulaions to all the many Dicksboro
players who have represented their Club
at County level this year at U-14,U-15,U-
16,U-18,U-21, Intermediate and Senior
level.
Dicksboro’s other adult teams also had a
busy year. The Dicksboro Junior team
defeated Erin’s Own in the league 4-09
to 1-11 but lost out to Danesfort and
St.Patrick’s. In the Northern Junior
Championship Dicksboro were defeated
by O’Loughlin Gaels on a score of 2-15
to 3-07
The Club’s Junior B side had a very good
year they had two good wins in the
league defeating Barrow Rangers 3-11 to
2-07 and Bennetsbridge 2-14 to 1-05.
The side had a very good run in the new
Joe Walsh Memorial Cup only to be
beaten by one point in the Semi-Final by
O’Loughlin Gaels 3-06 to 2-08. In the
Northern B Championship Dicksboro
defeated Conahy in the opening round 1-
09 to 0-08 .In the quarter final we defeat-
ed Emeralds 2-10 to 1-10 but again they
were most unfortunate to lose out in the
Semi-Final to St.Patricks 3-07 to 1-14.
Football;
Though the Dicksboro Football team had
a difficult League campaign the team put

in a terrific performance in the Senior
Championship.An exciting opening round
win over Carrickshock 1-08 to 1-05 led to
a quarter final meeting with The Railyard.
A Titanic struggle ended in a draw match
- Dicksboro 2-07, Railyard 1-10. The
replay proved to be equally as exciting
with Dicksboro defeated by one point -
Railyard 0-0,9 Dicksboro 1-05.

Juvenile News.
Spectacular is the only word adequate to
describe the Juvenile year. From 6 to 18
all Dicksboro players contributed to a
unique and memorable year for the Club.
Dicksboro U-8 hurlers won the Billy
Hogan Cup defeating Thomastown in the
final.In the second annual Millenia
Windows Tounament, over 300 juveniles
came to Palmerstown to partake in a
great tournament which Dicksboro won
for the second year running. The
Dicksboro U-12 team won the U-12
Tournament on Oct.29th. As we review
the U-14,U-16 and U-18 year the results
speak for themselves.
At U-14 level the team won all their com-
petions at Bord na nÓg level in Kilkenny
in both Football and Hurling.They repre-
sented the County at both Feile competi-
tions and did so with great pride and
passion.
At U-16 level another first for the Club
was achieved when the club won The
Roinn A U-16 County Final defeating
O’Loughlin Gaels in the final with a com-
prehensive display. The Team also won
The Roinn A U-16 hurling league.
Dicksboro U-18 hurlers have also had a
spectacular year a very good league
campaign was followed by the team
storming through the U-18 championship
to reach the County Final against
St.Martins. Their hard-fought victory in
this thrilling final crowned a great year on
the juvenile fields
Congratulations to all our Juvenile play-
ers and mentors for contributing to an
historical 2006.

Club Developments;
The club continues to add to the already
splendid facilities available in
Palmerstown. The floodlights have been
a great addition to all Club teams. A new
entrance is under construction and the
Club Gym offers the latest in advanced
training Technology to members.Much
work continues to be done by many com-
mitted Club members .The grounds are
always in top condition with great work
from Shem Tynan and his team.The
many sellers of Club Lotto tickets provide
a very important financial support for

Dicksboro and great thanks is due to all
involved. The Club’s Social and
Entertainment Committee also do great
work each year.

2006 has been a special year for
Dicksboro.For all supporters it has been
a great journey each year also brings
some sadness. The Club remembers
with great sympathy all those members
and supporters who died in 2006,may
they rest in peace.
In conclusion congratulations to all
involved with Dicksboro this year.We can
look forward with confidence to the chal-
lenges and opportunities 2007 will offer.
A merry Christmas and happy New Year
to all.
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Enda Malone - First Dicksboro Captain to receive
Roinn A U16 Championship trophy - with Chairman

Bord na nÓg, Joe Pyke.

Dicksboro’s goalkeeper, Benny Corcoran, with
Tipperary ace forward, Eoin Kelly as they appeared

on RTE’s “Park Live” TV show.
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Club Officers
Chairman: Seamus Martin
Secretary: Eugene O'Donovan
PRO: John Hickey
Juvenile Chair: Johnno Reid
Juvenile Sec: Mark O'Donovan
Juvenile Treas: John O'Dwyer
Juvenile PRO: Fr. Nicholas Flavin

Social Events
2006 started with a social night in
Comerford's Bar and Lounge in Kells.
The Monsignor O' Neill Player of the
Year Award went to Seaghan O' Neill,
with the Clubman of the Year Award
going to Michael O' Sullivan. As a kick-
start to the year, the Junior and Senior
panels spent a day paint-balling.
Everyone left the paintballing course hav-
ing enjoyed the day, but some had plenty
of bruises! That night we made our way
back to Shirley's Bar in Kells for a 'Poker
Classic' to raise funds to pay the cost of
the paintballing. There was a great turn
out, plenty of money was made, and we
discovered that there are some poker
sharks in the club!

Juvenile Matters
The U-8 and U-10 teams had another
good year and their regular Saturday
training sessions paid off. They gave
some fine displays of hurling skills in
Windgap, Ballyhale and on the home
pitch. They entertained the crowd with an
exhibition match at the family fun day
organised by the club in June. 
The U-12 hurling panel improved
immensely this year with wonderful dis-
plays against John Lockes and
Carrickshock. They had a good day out
in August for the Callan tournament with
a parade through the town followed by
three very tough matches in which they
played very well. 
The U-14 and U-16 teams had a relative-
ly quiet year. Both teams were moved up
a grade this year to Roinn B. While they
sometimes found the going tough they
learned a lot from their experiences and
we eagerly await next years encounters. 
The U-18s had a very young panel this
year. Despite that they gave a good
account of themselves getting to the
semi-final of the championship. 
The schools teams had a fantastic year
with the hurlers winning the Cumann na
mBunscoil Roinn D hurling final. The girls
went on to make it a double by winning
the schools Roinn D camogie final in
Nowlan Park. This was an historic victory
as it was the first time that a
Dunnamaggin Schools camogie team
won a schools final. 

It's very encouraging to see all these
juveniles playing and enjoying hurling,
football and camogie and there is no
doubt that Dunnamaggin GAA Club has
a bright future ahead. 
Many thanks to all who helped in any
way, no matter how small, with Juvenile
teams during the year.

Senior
In the Championship, both Dicksboro and
Johnstown were beaten following replays
meaning that Ballyhale Shamrocks were
to be the oponents in the semi-finals.
Unfortunately, the year came to an end
that day, but not without putting up a per-
formance which fully tested Ballyhale
Shamrocks. Given that no silverware was
won, ultimately it cannot be said that the
year was a success, but the team did
bring great pride and commitment to the
cause this year.  Thanks to Seamus
Knox as manager, with Denis Lahart and
John Carroll as selectors, and James
Rossiter as fitness trainer and also to Pat
Langton, Noel McDonald, Paddy Reade
and all others who assisted with both the
Senior and Junior teams this year.
Special mention should go to Tom
McCormack who, in his first year working
in the club, put in an amazing effort.

Junior
Throughout the year, Pat Moylan, Tom
McCormack, Richie O' Neill, Dick
O'Keeffe and John Hickey acted as
selectors. The league did not provide
many bright days as the team suffered
some heavy defeats. However, come
Championship the panel had been
strengthened with the return to hurling of
a number of former senior hurlers.
Unfortunately, Kilmacow proved just too

strong for the Juniors in Championship,
but again, the team was very competi-
tive. It was great too see those 'veteran'
hurlers return and hopefully we will see
them again in the new year. Even more
pleasing was to see some young blood
start to contribute strongly to the team.
Some of those represented the Senior
team as the year went on, while the
other young hurlers will surely make a
big contribution to hurling in the club over
the coming years. 

Under 21
The U-21's season began with a win
over Slieverue but we were defeated by
Mullinavat in the quarter finals of the
Southern Championship. Selectors with
the team were Pat Long, Andrew O' Neill
and John Hickey. 

Acknowledgements
The club would like to thank all who sup-
ported them during the year. Special
thanks has to go the supporters who
travelled the County in support of the dif-
ferent teams, and in particular for sup-
porting the seniors for five weekends in a
row during the Championship.
Comerfords Bar and Lounge were main
sponsors of the club. The Golf Classic
was a great success, and credit goes to
both Michael Murphy and Richie Cuddihy
for their good work. Thanks to all who
work with and support the Parish Lotto,
the proceeds  of which go a long way to
meeting the club's financial requirements
each year. Congratulations to all who
represented the County team at any level
during the year. Special credit must go to
Noel Hickey and Seaghan O' Neill who
both won All-Ireland Senior, League and
Walsh Cup hurling medals during 2006.

130

http://www.kilmacow.net
Club Grounds: Dunnamaggin

Dunnamaggin U-12s at the John Lockes Tournament
Back: Peter Kenneally, William Moylan, Conor Long, Andrew Fitzpatrick, Adam Kenneally, Patrick Power,
Jason Doherty, Niamh Phelan, Gemma Long, Eleanor Costello, John Kirwan.
Front: Eoghan Kearney, Sean Moylan, Ray Cody, Paul Kirwan, Patrick Delaney, Michaela Kenneally, Aaron
Doherty, Michael Cody.
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Club Officers
President: Canon L Dunphy PP
Chairman: Dan Norton
Secretary:  Ted Clohosey 
Treasurer:  Colin Ahern
PRO: John Cahill

A Busy Year of Games
At adult level  our intermediate team per-
formed really well in the League, topping
their section and winning it for the first
time.The most memorable game involved
a pulsating derby with neighbours
Galmoy in Johnstown. This game ended
level on a score of 0 -14 to Galmoy and
1 - 11 for Emeralds. Alan Guilfoyle
scored a blistering goal in this game, and
the other notable feature of this game
was the outstanding performance of Phil
Russell in the foward line for Galmoy.
In the final of the league we defeated a
much fancied Mullinavat side in Callan.
In this game Emeralds scored three
goals via Austin Cleere, Aidan Fogarty,
and Ian Grant which were decisive in
turning this game around.  However one
week later our hopes were dashed when
a very focussed St Lachtains side
crushed our dreams for 2006. This was a
huge blow to the Club because training
had gone well all year. The Junior B
team had a great run in the league and
won the Northern final beating near
neighbours Galmoy.

Good Minors
Our minor team performed herocially all
year, defeating Tullogher, Galmoy -

Windgap and rivals Fenians. However in
the county final a much stronger
Mullinavat side proved too strong for our
young side. Trainers Nicholas Walsh and
Richard Breen did trojan work with this
side.  

Juvenile  Action
The juvenile club is a hive of activity all
year long. Almost every week Clubs from
Dublin Belfast Cork visit our Club
grounds to play challenge games. This is
a wonderful opportunity for new families
to get involved in Club activities.
Recently Naomh Eoin from Belfast won
the under thirteen hurling competition,
which involved Freshford, Lisdowney,
and Emeralds. Great credit is due to the
parents and mentors in our parish for
providing hours of fun and leisure for our
future stars. Our school team lost the
Roinn B Schools Final by one point to
Ballyhale. Supporters from both sides
were on the edge of their seats from start
to finish. Our team bombarded the
Ballyhale goal in the closing moments
desperately seeking the winner.  
Our annual Golf Classic was a major
success again this year, with over fifty
teams taking part. The weekly Lotto is
our major fund raiser all year and thanks
to our dedicated volunteers who promote
it. The club also ran a very successful
Table Quiz in October.
In handball our young hero is Brian
Campion. This year he won two All
Ireland medals at U-14 level.This club is
growing from strength to strength.

Congratulations again to Derek Lyng and
Aidan Fogarty in bringing two All Ireland
medals to the parish. These young men
are wonderful role models for promoting
games  locally. 

Bereavements
On a sad note the club lost many loyal
members this year: Martin Coady, James
Doheny, Mary Rafter, Patrick Campion
and Susan Curran. Martin was a key
worker in the early 90's , helping out with
the huge timber auctions, selling tickets,
and in checking lotto tickets every
Monday night. He also helped out with
the successful juvenile teams in the peri-
od 1978 to 1984.
Susan Curran had a deep passion for
G.A.A. Affairs in both county and parish.
Her late husband Ned gave a life time
promoting games in North Kilkenny. Mary
Rafter also died, again she supported
Urlingford teams over many years.

Patrick Campion RIP
Patrick Campion was the first Secretary
of the newly formed Club in 1972. Pat's
love of the game and his warm personali-
ty helped in no small way to insure the
success in uniting the community under
one team to represent our parish. James
Doheny died tragically in a car accident
early in the year. James played with dis-
tinction for our club at all levels. He was
a very committed defender, loved training
and was very sporting in attitude to team
mates and opponents.
May they all rest in peace.
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Emeralds -Under 10's with their heroes!
Back: Michael Fitzgerald, Matt Kavanagh, Jack Kavanagh, Brian Healy, Michael Troy, M Moore, Ciara Phelan, James Hayes, Niall O’Gorman.
Front: JJ McLoughlin, Sean Fitzgerald, D Phelan, Joe Kavanagh, G McCarthy, Eoghan Doyle, Mollie Kavanagh.
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Games
2006 was a year of mixed fortunes for
Erin’s Own GAA. Having worked very
hard all year the senior team suffered the
ultimate pain by being relegated by the
narrowest of margins in a replay against
neighbours St. Martins. The Senior
Footballers won the Co. Final early in the
year and the omens were good.
However, solace must be taken from the
progress of all under age teams during
the year. At juvenile level there is tremen-
dous work in progress with over twenty
adults helping out with coaching. The u-
14’s, 16’s and Minors were very competi-
tive this year and had it not been for
injuries to key players could have made it
to a final or two. As we go to press the
U-21’s are giving great hope for the
future. They have reached the Roinn-A
Northern Final having defeated
Danesfort, St. Martins and Clara and
now meet Conahy. The discipline and
commitment that this young squad brings
to the game augurs well for the future. A
little silverware could be on the horizon
and would be most welcome but neigh-
bours Conahy have similar designs.
Development
Development is ongoing by the Club with
extensive work being carried out again
this year. The main work was the drain-
ing and sanding of the pitch at Canon
Kearns Park. While the pitch is excellent
it can be very soft early and late in the
year. With drains placed now at every
metre the water runs off very quickly and
with sand treatment over the next few
years it should become playable almost
all year round. New nets were erected in
the Prince behind both goals. This was
very necessary work from both a training
and safety point of view.

Representation
On the inter-county scene the Club was
very well represented in 2006 and suc-
cess came calling more than once.
Martin Fogarty was a selector on the
Senior team that made the clean sweep
of Walsh Cup, National League, Leinster
and All-Ireland titles Damien Fogarty,
Peter Donovan and Martin Boran brought
home Leinster and All-Ireland U-21
medals having defeated Tipperary in the
All-Ireland Final in an epic encounter that
took two days to reach conclusion.
Michael Murphy was on the Kilkenny
minor team that won the Leinster title but
lost out narrowly in the All-Ireland semi-
final.

Congratulations
Congratulations to popular clubman

Donal Dunne from Skehana
who got married during the
year. Donal is working as a
Teacher in Thomastown.

Social
The Club opened the year
with a very successful
Dinner Dance. Later on a
number of enjoyable
fundraisers were held includ-
ing a Golf Classic and  Dog
Night. The Lotto continues to
be the “Bread & Butter” of
the club and everyone is
asked to support it as best
they can.

Sadness
2005 didn’t pass without sadness and
the Club lost a number of outstanding
members. 
Nicholas Downey who was a loyal ser-
vant of the Club having served as
Chairman for thirteen years went to his
final reward following a short illness.
Right up to the time of his death Nicholas
enjoyed nothing better than a trip down
memory lane where he could recall with
amazing accuracy games played over
seventy years ago, some involving his
adopted ‘Comer and others involving his
beloved and native Conahy. 
Patsy Brophy, whose life revolved around
‘Comer hurling was also taken away from
us during the year. Patsy was an out-
standing club man and gave dedicated
service to Erin’s Own in his youth as a
player and later as a team mentor and
club official. Kieran Moran passed away

following a lengthy illness and a tremen-
dous battle. His untimely departure at
such a young age sent shock waves
through the Parish and all thoughts are
with his young family that must soldier on
without him. Kieran rarely missed a
‘Comer match and had a particular inter-
est in the under age teams.  
Two players from the famous ’58 Junior
team departed in the fall of the year.
Michael Dormer and Tommy Delaney
who had both emigrated always kept in
touch with their native shore and were
constantly up to date with the progress of
Erin’s Own. 
The Club extends its deepest sympathy
to their families and also extends sympa-
thy to all the other members that were
bereaved during the year. May they rest
in Peace.
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Erin’s Own Committee 1968 with Nicholas Downey who served as Chairman for thirteen years
Back Row L-R: Pat Owens, Nixy Boran, Nicholas Downey, Jimmy Doyle, Bobby Brennan, Paddy Dowling

Front Row: Seamus Farrell, Canon O’ Keeffe, Fr. John Kearns, Eamon Kelly

Peter Donovan, Martin Boran and Damien Fogarty with the Cashel
Cross Trophy following their All-Ireland U-21 victory.
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Seniors
The Fenians had a very good season in
2006 if compared to 05, they avoided
playing in the the intermediate grade in
06 by beating Glenmore in the relegation
final. After that scare the senior panel
realised a big effort had to be put in the
league and try to make their place in the
senior ranks safe as early as possible in
the year.
Billy Fitzpatrick was asked to take on the
role as manager of the team. His first
move in the new job was to secure the
former Kilkenny trainer, Mick O Flynn as
the Fenians trainer. He set up a strong
backroom team when he picked Ger
Henderson and Anthony McEvoy as
selectors.
The Fenians got massive turn outs for
pre season training. With a lot of heavy
work done the team were on a high
going into the first round against Graigue
Ballycallan. The Fenians after a big per-
formance came on stuck and were disap-
pointed to be beaten.
The next match then against Tullaroan
became the most important game of the
season. After a nervous first half the
Fenians hit top gear and ran out comfort-
able winners. From here on the Fenians
season took off. They had big wins
against Young Irelands, Dunamagginn
and Carrickshock to finish top of their
group and qualify for the league final and
the championship quarter finals.
The break in the season did the Fenians
no favours. All star JJ Delaney picked up
a bad injury which ruled him out for the
rest of the year. This took the heart out of
the Fenians team. In the league final the
Fenians were beaten by a quality
Shamrocks Ballyhale team.
In the championship the Fenians were
beaten by Dunamagginn after a replay.
The Fenian by there own standards were
dissappointed to go out off the champi-
onship so easily. 
Looking back over the season the
Fenians seniors achieved what they set
out to do.Avoiding relagation was to of

the list. The club owe a great thanks to
Billy Fitzpatrick , Micko Flynn, for the
huge amount of work they put in. 

Congratulations
Well done to PJ Ryan, PJ Delaney and
JJ Delaney on winning League and all
Ireland medals with Kilkenny this year. It
is great to see these young men from the
Fenians help Kilkenny achieve so much. 
Congrats to John Broderick, Kerian
Grehan and Owen Shiels on making
Kilkenny under age teams.

Star JJ
Again well done to JJ Delaney on picking
up his third All star award this year. JJ is
a great example to all the young players
in the parish and a great ambassador for
the club.

Junior A
The juniors benefited greatly from the
training set up. They won all their nine
league matches and qualified for the
league semi finals where they were beat-
en by St Martins. 
In the championship the juniors were
beaten by Graigue Ballycallan after a
replay. Graigue were the stronger team
the second day and ran out easy win-
ners. The Fenians star was goalkeeper
Martin Purcell whose father Billy lined out
a full forward.

Under 21
The under 21s were the Fenians surprise
package of the year. In the first round
they beat near neighbours Emeralds
after a replay. These were two thrilling
games. If the Emeralds games were
good the second round games against
Ballyraggett were even better. Again the
Fenians needed a second day before
they overcame Ballyraggett and reached
the northern final.
Here they met a very strong Freshford
team and were well beaten on the day.
Only four of the team are over age next
year.

Minor & Under 16
The Fenians had a strong minor team in
06. The panel trained with the seniors
which was a big help in their develop-
ment. In the league they cruised into the
league semi final where they were nar-
rowly beaten by Tullaroan. In the champi-
onship the Fenians beat Ballyhale
Shamrocks and Tullaroan in the first and
second rounds. In the Northern final the
Fenians turned in there worst perform-
ance and were beaten by the Emeralds.
County minor panellist Kerian Grehan
missed the end of the minor campaign
due to injury and was a huge loss to the
Fenians.
In the under 16 grade the Fenians had a
very young team. All bar two are avail-
able again next year. Highlight of their
year was beating a strong Emeralds
team in the league.

Sad Losses for Fenians
The Fenians loss two great characters
during the year
James “Chips “Power and May Dermody,
Chips life was tragically cut short in a
motor bike accident. For years he wore
the Fenians jersey with pride in all
grades. For a man that was small in
frame, he had a massive hurling talent.
He was also a great character in the
dressing room. He is a big loss to club
and parish.
May, as Fenian heroes go, could stand
shoulder to shoulder with any of the
greats. For years, May washed the
Fenian jerseys and always lent a hand
making the tea and sandwhiches. She
very rarely missed a Fenian match at any
grade. She could give out about the
Fenians if they put in a bad performance
but dare anyonesay a bad word about
the Fenians to May. 
The Fenians again pass on our deepest
sympathies to both families on the loss-
es.
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CLUB  OFFICERS   2006
Presidents:  Fr. Tom Coyle, John
Harte and Willie Drennan
Chairman:  Brian Lonergan
Vice-Chair: Brian Doherty
Secretary:  Nicky Maddock
Asst-Sec:  Jerry Fogarty
Treasurer:  Paul Delaney
Asst-Treas:  Gerry Maher
PRO:  Jerry Drennan

Galmoy / Windgap Minors
The success story of the year was the
amalgamation of our minor players with
Windgap. Due to falling numbers this pair-
ing received the blessing of Bord na nOg
and the panel of 22 players played 10
games at minor level which would not
have been possible otherwise. The cam-
paign culminated in victory in the Roinn B
League over Tullaroan on 21 October in
Kilmanagh. Joint Captain John Phelan
along with Conor Lonergan from Windgap
received the winners shield from Mr. Joe
Pyke, Chairman of Bord na nOg. The
selectors on this team were Joe Dollard
and Eamonn Corcoran from Galmoy along
with Pat Lonergan and PJ Egan from
Windgap. The panel featured 12 players
from Galmoy and 10 from Windgap. For
the final the players received club jackets
sponsored by Eamonn Corcoran and
Hannah Drennan. The Galmoy Club also
received a new set of personalised adult
jerseys during the year sponsored by long
time club sponsor Billy McEvoy of Oldtown
Construction.

Juveniles
At the Club AGM on January 6th the club
elected its first ever Juvenile Committee
with Stephen Delaney as Chairman and
Jerry Drennan as Secretary. Despite the
scarcity of underage players the Juvenile
section broke new ground when they par-
ticipated in underage tournaments in
Conahy and Clogh and are very grateful to
the Conahy Shamrocks and the Cloneen
clubs for their invites. Participation in the
Camaint competition was also partaken
thanks to the good work of Frank Grace,
Jimmy Duggan, Martin Murphy and others
throughout the year. 

Development Squads
The following players participated in the
various Kilkenny Development squads dur-
ing the year. U-16 - Nigel Stanley and Eoin
Glendon, U-15 - Thomas Corcoran and  U-
14 - Thomas Phelan (Bawn) and Thomas
Phelan (Castletown).

Congratulations
The Club wishes to congratulate the fol-
lowing players who achieved various suc-
cesses outside of the club teams. John

Phelan played at centre-forward on the St.
Fergal's College, Rathdowney team who
won the All-Ireland Vocational Schools
Senior Hurling championship for the first
time ever.Nigel Stanley played at corner-
back on the Kilkenny U-16 team in the
Arrabawn Co-Op Tournament. Eamonn
Corcoran was voted Junior Footballer of
the year in Coláiste Mhuire Johnstown
while Nigel Stanley won the Junior Hurler
of the year award. Mark Stanley was a
member of the Kildalton team which won
the Agricultural Colleges All-Ireland title.
Thomas Phelan (Bawn) had the honour of
playing in Croke Park in June with the
Kilkenny U-14 Development squads.
Donica Gray qualified as a referee in the
Spring of the year and as well as referee-
ing a good number of games in Kilkenny
he also officiated in Boston during the
Summer months. Congrats also to
Intermediate Captain Noel Doherty on his
marriage to Michelle Hearne in
Thomastown on 16 March.

Joe Cullinan Tournament
On June 15th St Michael's National School
Galmoy hosted the inaugural Joe Cullinan
hurling tournament, a 9-a-side competition

involving Galmoy NS, Johnstown NS,
Crosspatrick NS and Knock N.S. Co Laois.
After a great day's entertainment Galmoy
N.S. emerged victorious over Johnstown
NS in the final on a scoreline of 3-1 to 1-2
while Knock NS beat Crosspatrick NS in
the Shield final.The Cullinan cup was pre-
sented to the winning captain by John Joe
and Breda Cullinan and their children C.J.
and Celine. Sadly Breda Cullinan passed
away untimely, later in the year.

Bereavements 
The club wishes to express sincerest sym-
pathy to the families of the following peo-
ple who passed away during the year, Mr
John Gannon, Mrs. Mai (Mol) Dollard (nee
Dunphy), Mrs. Ann Scannell (nee
Fletcher), Mrs. Bridget Walsh (nee
McCarthy), Mr Jim Fox, Sr. Brigid Phelan,
Mr. Jim Leahy, Mr. Jack Drennan, Mr. Tom
Lonergan, Mr. John Fitzpatrick, Mr John
Cullinan, Mr.Edward Gannon, Mrs.
Margaret Drennan, Mrs. Lizzie Dollard,
Mrs. Breda Cullinan (nee Dollard) and Mr.
Liam Dowling and to all those who experi-
enced a bereavement during the year. Ar
Dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamnacha.
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Galmoy U-10 team 2006
Back: Deanna Phelan, Ciaran Murphy, Sena Phelan, Cathal Phelan, Cian Hynes, Conor Kelly, Liam Dillon,
Dylan Gray, Darren Grace, Eavan Morrissey.
Front: Brandon Phelan, Ciaran Phelan, Conor Drennan, Dylan Grace, Tom Molloy, Ryan Murphy, Oisin
Phelan, Conor Grace Kevin Duggan.
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A Busy Juvenile Year
The Glenmore GAA Juvenile has just
completed another busy year and all age
groups have partcipated fully in many
competitions . The U-8's and U-9's have
entered locally run tournaments and its
great to see them out there enjoying our
national game .The U-10's had ground
hurling, Caulfield Tournament in New
Ross and the Go-Go games. The U-11's
won the Waterford League and compet-
ed in the ground hurling competition in
Kilkenny. The U-12's competed in the
Go-Go games in games against The
Ballyhale Shamrocks, Kilmacow and
Tullogher  and also competed in the
Waterford Laegue. The U-13's took part
in the schools football and hurling and
reached the knock out stages of competi-
tion. The U-14 team won the Roinn C
and Roinn D football and competed in
the hurling Roinn A league and Roinn B
championship. Indoor hurling is up and
running for senior infants, first and sec-
ond classes in Glenmore hall for the win-
ter months. 

Thanks for the Help!
Along with all the other clubs in the coun-
ty club memberships are going on-line
for the intermediate, juvenile and camo-

gie clubs and non-playing members.
Thanks to the parents for their continued
support of the club and of their young
people, to the committee members for
their time and efforts on behalf of the
club and to the trainers and mentors for
their committment to our national game.
Congratulations to Richie Mullally, fellow
team mates and the background team of
the senior  hurling team on winning this
year's senior hurling championship.

Juvenile Committee 2006

Chairperson: Bridget Murphy
Vice- Chair: Patrick Dowling
Secretary: Ann Jones
Asst Sec / PRO: Fidelis Doherty
Treasurer: Michael Doherty
Asst Treasurer: John Phelan
Fixtures Sec: Eddie Aylward
Social Cttee: Elma Aylward  and  

Stephen Hartley
Committee:
Willie Fitzgerald, Noel Doherty, John O' Connor,
Sean Caulfield, Frank Heffernan, Victor Mullally,
Mary Foran, Paul O' Connor, Paddy Murphy and Bill
Doherty.
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Glenmore Camaiant Team 2006
Back: Liam Duggan, Luke Walsh, John Caulfield, Colm Doherty, Michael O’Connor, Joey Duggan, Philip
Roche, Gerard Kehoe, Christopher O’Connor, Simon Hynes, Liam Hennessy.
Front: Conor Foran, Niall Dunne, Kevin Maher, William Treacy, Eoin Aylward, Alan Murphy, Michael Burke,
Adrian Doherty, Patrick Gahan.
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Club Officers
Presidents: Nicholas Teehan,
Paddy Hennessy, Paddy Purcell, Billy
Fennelly, Martin Kerwick, Liam Delaney.
Trustees: Joe Ronan, John 

Power, Billy Malone.
Patrons: Fr Phelan, Fr McGree, 

Fr Buckley.
Chairman: John Caldbeck
Vice Chair: Joe Brennan
Secretary: Michael Marnell
Treasurer: John Robinson
PRO: Thomas Dermody
Juvenile PRO: Adrian Ronan, Teresa 

Corcoran, Philip Cody
Co Board Del: Pat Hayes
North Board: Kieran Brennan
Bord na nOg: Michael Dermody
Football Bd: John Power
Schools Officer: Maurice Ronan

On the Field
The seniors enjoyed a good run in the
league and qualified for the inaugural
Shield Final. We overcame Co.
Champions James Stephens in the final
on a score line of 4 - 15 to 1 - 15.
The Championship did not prove to be so
kind and we were beaten by eventual Co
Finalists O'Loughlin Gaels at the quarter
final stages.
Highlight on the playing field was the
success of our Junior Team who cap-
tured the Junior A Championship in fine
style when overcoming the men from
Windgap on a score line of 1-16 to 2-6.
Unfortunately the under-age teams from
U-21's to U-16's all bowed out at the first
round stages.
The Intermediate footballers also lost
their status and will play Junior Football
for the coming year losing to James
Stephens in the relegation final.

Local Tournaments
The 2006 final of the Billy Ronan
Memorial Tournament was played in April
of this year and was contested by our-
selves and near neighbours Tullaroan.
Graigue Ballycallan triumphed on a final
score of 1 - 14 to 0 - 12.
Twelve teams participated in the Declan
Byrne Memorial U -14 tournament. The
Emeralds overcame Graigue Ballycallan
in the Cup Final while Clara defeated
Conahy Shamrocks in the Shield Final.

Achievements & Distinctions
Pride of place must go to James Ryall
and Eddie Brennan who captured further
glory with Kilkenny claiming the All
Ireland and Leinster titles. On top of this,
both men represented Leinster with
Eddie Brennan captaining the side to a
fine victory over Connacht.
Congratulations also to John Cleere and
Gearoid Murphy who won Leinster
Colleges medals with CBS, Kilkenny.
Micheal Hoyne and Tim Purcell were
members of the Avonmore side who cap-
tured the All-Ireland Inter Firms.
Well done also to Tom Hogan who was a
selector with the Kilkenny U-21 team
who beat Tipperary to secure the All-
Ireland title.
For the coming year Mr Jim Neary has

been appointed the manager for the U-
21 County team. We wish Jim all the
best in his new position.
Congratulations also to one of the Club's
most avid supporters, Tom Kennedy on
been crowned Kilkenny's Person of the
Year for 2006.
Congratulations to Gearoid Cleere who
won an All-Ireland medal with Bank of
Ireland. They overcame AIB with Gearoid
scoring eight points in the final.

A Busy Juvenile Year
The U-14's had an early start to the year,
taking part in the Floodlit League 10-a-
side at Carrigeen and after a good run
bowed out at the quarter final stage. After
a short run in the football, they went
straight in to the Hurling League and
competed in Roinn B. They succeeded in
getting to the Final where they were nar-
rowly beaten by Kilmacow. In the U-14
Championship Roinn B they again
showed great potential but were beaten
at the semi-final stage by Mooncoin.
They got to the final of the Declan Byrne
Tournament for the first time where they
were unlucky to be beaten by a point by
a strong Emeralds team.
The U13's reached the semi-finals of the
Lisdowney Sevens.  They also took the
Shield in the Anthony Prendergast
Tournament in Clara.
The U12's retained the Croke Cup for the
2nd year in a row in Ballingarry. They
also took part in tournaments in
Danesfort, Dicksboro and were beaten
finalists in the annualCallan Alive tourna-
ment.
Most of these lads got to the final of the
Country Cup in the Primary Schools
Section which was a great achievement.
They were beaten by a very strong Clara
team who were going for four-in-a-row.
St. Aidan's also got to the quarter final
stage in Roinn A of the Cumann na
mBunscoil where they were beaten by
St. Partick's.

Sympathy
The Graigue Ballycallan Club would like
to take this opportunity to offer its deep-
est sympathy to members and friends of
the club who lost a loved one during the
year.
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The Future - Graigue-Ballycallan U-8 team 2006
Back: Ciaran Hogan, Luke O’Brien, Colm Prenderville, Conor Flynn, David Hoyne,
George Murphy, Daniel Young, Dylan Lanigan.
Front: Billy Brennan, Tom Dunphy, Killian Egan, Tommy Ronan, Sean Ryan,James
Everard, Peter Murphy, John Greene.

Graigue-Ballycallan U-12 team 2006
Back: V. Teehan S. Butler, C. Dermody, D. Egan, B. O’Sullivan, C. Cleere, 
P. Tynan, P,. Doheny.
Front: G. Maher, P. Boland, D. Cahill, E. Corocoran, J. Maher, T. Egan, S. Tynan,
B. Ryan, C. Murphy.
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Club Officers  2006
President: Anna Dunne
Vice Presidents: Jackie Ryan, Fred
Randle, John Bolger, Todd Whelan, Jim
Forristal & Billy Hoare
Chairman; Robbie Carroll
Vice Chairman: Jim Whelan
Secretary: Paul Ryan
Assistant Sec: Valerie Ryan
Treasurer: Breda O’Shea
Asst Treas: Ann Phelan
PRO: Valerie Ryan
Registrar: Tony Dunne
Bd na nÓg Rep: Paul Kavanagh
Co Board Rep: Hugh Ryan
Committee: Mary O’Donnell, Pat
Doyle, Redmond Ryan, Eddie Walsh,
James Cahill.

AGM
The AGM in January had a good crowd
in attendance. History was made when it
came to the election of officers: Anna
Dunne who has a long standing grá for
GAA in Graignamanagh was elected the
first Lady President of the club in its exis-
tence of over 50 years. Anna also made
history in the club over ten years ago by
becoming the first lady secretary.

Presentation Night
The Clubs presentation night took place
in the Duiske Inn Graignamanagh on
Friday March 10th 2006. Many presenta-
tions were made on the night. To the
minor team who received their medals
for winning the County Football title
Padraig Whelan who was part of the All
Ireland winning U-16 team who won the
Arrabawn Tournament.
A presentation of Duiske Glass was
made to Martin Bolger who was married
during the year. 
Player of the year honour was bestowed
on Jarlath Bolger. Mary Blanchfield for-

mer treasurer was presented with Duiske
Glass to thank her for her contribution to
the club over the numerous years.
Michael Walsh was presented with a
Waterford Crystal Caman to recognise
his appointment as Chairman of Glanbia.
Michael is a previous Chairman of the
Graignamangh club.

Lotto
The Highview Ath
/ Graig GAA Lotto
has grown from
strength to
strength. A recent
winner was local
girl Joanne Doyle
from New Road
who scooped the
jackpot of
!10,450. The club
would like to
thank all those
who buy & sell
tickets for the
lotto as it is a
major source of
funding for the
club.

Hurlers Co-Op
Draw
Another source of
funding for the
club is the Piltown
Draw. The club
had some winners
this year with club
PRO Valerie
Ryan, Ballinakill
winning 1st prize
in the 3rd Draw.
Other winners
were Mai O’Shea
High Street,

Kieran & Ann Phelan Brandondale, &
Helen & Marina Ryan Ballinakill. 

Bereavements
Graignamangh curate Fr. Dermot Kiely
passed away in January this year. The
club would like to extend sympathy to the
Kiely family & all the families of the
parish that have been bereaved over the
year. 
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Graignamanagh U-10 team at Mt. Leinster Rangers Blitz
Back: Seamus Lanigan, Sean Dowling, Terry Dreelan, Ciaran kavanagh, Sean
Cahill (Capt), Jamie Dunne, Jordan Brett.
Front: Jack Carroll, Shane Hayden, Adrian Doyle, Emmet Coakley, Niall
Hayden, Keith Culleton.

Hurling Fans Meet 
Paul Ryan Secretary of Club with his sister Marina meet comedian Des Bishop on All

Ireland Sunday this year.

Piltown Draw Winner  
Valerie Ryan receiving her cheque. - Breda O Shea (Treasurer), Robbie Carroll

(Chairman) Valerie Ryan (Winner) Paul Ryan (Secretary).

Graignamanagh U-12 2006 at the Thomastown Blitz
Back: James McCabe, Jack Conran, Michael Bolger, Stephen Brown, Michael Coady,
James Doyle, James Meany, Patrick Dowling, Dylan Conran.
Front: Peter Kavanagh, Gerard Hennessy, Shane Kavanagh, Adam Canning, Ryan
O’Halloran, Ciaran O’Briain, Brendan Fenlon, Liam Aherne.
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/Great Success
It has been a great year for so many of
our club members, foremost for Jackie
Tyrrell who lifted the Liam McCarthy Cup,
Bob O’Keeffe Cup, National League
Trophy and Walsh Cup in a most eventful
year. 
County senior panellists too were
Donnacha Cody, Eoin Larkin and Eoin
McCormack. Brian Cody trained his
fourth All Ireland senior winning team.
Adrian Finan managed the county U-21s
to victory over Tipperary after a replay.
On that panel were David McCormack
and Donnacha Cody. Derrick Brennan
played in goal for the county
Intermediate team narrowly defeated in
the All Ireland final by Cork. David
Walton and Shane Brennan were mem-
bers of the county minor panel.
We wish the best to John McCormack
who will manage Kilkenny minors in
2007.

Annual Tournaments
The Paddy Mullen minor hurling tourna-
ment was again a great success. The
final was an outstanding game in which
the Antrim minor team defeated Thurles
Sarsfields. In the Shield final Mooncoin
defeated Balyboden-St. Endas.
The Rower-Inistioge defeated the home
club in a thrilling U-16 Vincent Morrissey
tournament.
The U-13 Michael and Mary Lanigan
tounament was contested by eight
teams. The Cup was won by Na
Piarsaigh (Cork) who defeated Ballyea
(Clare) in a great final. The Shield was
won by Lismore who defeated Blackrock
(Cork).

Reunion
In May the club welcomed back the win-
ners of the County and All Ireland Club
Championships of 1976 and 1982. A

great night was had and many a match
was replayed.

Sponsors
Every GAA club depends heavily on

fundraising activities and we thank most
sincerely, all those Gaels who bought
and sold Lotto tickets, Hurlers Co-op tick-
ets and who sponsored the club in many
ways.
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James Stephens U-12 team, Winners of the Callan Tournament
Back: James Hayden, Jack McGrath, Cormac Connolly, Eoin Maher, Anthony Corr, Diarmuid Cody, Jack
Cotter, Mikey Drennan, Ben Lahart.
Front: Davy Maher, Diarmuid Ryan, Andy Valentine, Dean Walsh, Paddy Duggan (Capt), Donagh Carney,
Niall Mullins, Rickie Drennan, Harry Wallace.

James Stephens Go Games 2006
Back: Ray Lahart, Adam Butler, Niall Brennan,
Gavin Costigan.
Front: Alan Hayes, Darragh Hennessy, Brian
Boucher.

James Stephens Club Officers and Selectors 2006
Back: Paddy Neary, Michael Moore, Sean Brennan, Eamon Larkin, John O’Neill, Paddy Millea, Jack White,
Seamus Kennedy, Michael Slattery, Sean Queally, Matt Ruth, Gay Noonan, Denis Carney, Dan Cody.
Middle: Liam Tyrrell, Adrian Finan, Brendan Lee, Eoin Murphy, Allen Larkin, Phil ’Fan’ Larkin, Tommy Lanigan,
Jim Mulvin, Joan Cody, Kieran McQuillan, Billy Walton.
Front: Dick Coyne, Michael Tyrrell, Brian Cody, Jimmy O’Brien, Sean Tyrrell, Tom Keane, Fergal Walsh.
Missing from photo: Val Malone.

‘The Bench’- James Stephens officials at the All Ireland Club Hurling final in Semple Stadium 1982
Val Malone, Noel Ryan, Fr. Pat O’Farrell, Jim ‘Florry’ McCarthy, Mick Leahy, Liam Tyrrell, Bobby Madigan RIP,
Sean ‘Georgie’ Leahy.
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Survival!
2006 was yet another disappointing year
for the John Lockes Intermediate team.
Yet again they survived the dreaded rele-
gation nightmare to escape to victory
when they recorded their only win of the
year to defeat James Stephens in the rel-
egation final. This the John Lockes third
relegation final in four years and as pun-
dits have predicted they are certain to
come unstuck at some stage and make
that dreaded drop.
John Power and Ann Downey took
charge of the team again this year. They
were dogged by a number of serious
injuries notably John O'Neill, Michael
Hartley and Andy Power who all missed
the entire season.
The Junior B team fared a lot better in
their league campaign. This year the
team was regraded to junior B. Manager
Declan Roche and his selectors intro-
duced some younger players to the team
and with a number of older player play-
ers deciding to return to hurl they had an
excellent run through the league to victo-
ry in the final. The team included John
Power, Sean Hogan and Kevin 'Butty'
Coffey whose combined age totaled 122
years. The three players have spanned
thirty years of hurling together having
been members of the great under age
teams of the 1970's and 80's. But they
struggled to field fifteen players in the
championship games and sadly bowed
out without much challenge. 

Club Development
The plans for the upgrading of John
Locke Park are at an advanced stage as
a close comes to the year. In May the
club received the news that they had
been granted !200,000 of Lotto funding
towards phase one which would entail
the demolishing of the present club
house and building of a new two story
complex. There was an air of disappoint-
ment in the club as they expected to
receive a lot more funding, but on reflec-
tion they had received the largest grant
in the entire county. 

Fundraising
The club had another successful year of

fundraising. A race night, the Piltown
Draw and the annual golf classic helped
to swell the coffers of the club. It is an
arduous task raising money but the club
wouldn't exist without the additional
funds it receives. John Locke Park also
hosted a bigger number of games this
year most notably the U-21 semi-final
between Kilkenny and Wexford, these
games also help toward the running of

the club. The club has gained an excel-
lent reputation for the staging of games.
The main reason for this is the excellent
stewardship in and around the ground.
For each game a large group of dedicat-
ed club members man the car parks and
gates. Without these people the club
would not be able to stage games and a
huge thanks goes to each and everyone. 

Bord na nÓg Business
The team of the year in the Lockes club
this year was without doubt the u-14's.
Three county titles and runners up in a
national final make for impressive read-
ing on any club c.v. The team took part in
the Carrigeen sponsored all-weather
tournament  reaching the semi-final
before being beaten by Dicksboro. This
laid the foundation for the year ahead. 
The first competitions were in football
where the Lockes completed a double in
League and Championship beating
Barrow Rangers in the league decider
where Tony Delaney lifted the trophy and
Lisdowney in the championship final with
captain Matthew Holohan. They were
selected to represent the county in the
Feile Peil na nÓg in Wicklow. 
A very enjoyable weekend was had by all
culminating in an appearance in the Div
4 final against the holders from 2005
Thomastown. After a Herculean effort the
boys were defeated on a scoreline of 3-2
to 2-2 in a game which was later shown
on Setanta Sports.

Steady Progress
U-14 progress was steady too on the
hurling field with wins over Fenians,
Barrow Rangers and Freshford to send
us to the Roinn B County Final against
Mooncoin. The lads saved their best per-
formance of the year for the final with a
convincing victory
which saw Captain
Jason Corcoran lift
the cup and title for
the first time since
1990.
The team showed
great heart and loy-
alty to one another
all year due also in
no small way to the
efforts of their men-
tors, Jimmy
Corcoran, Colin
McGrath, Carmel
Cooke and Derek
Hally. Well done to
all.

The youngest

team in the club, our U-9's played some
marvelous hurling in the August tourna-
ment to lift the Eamonn Teehan Cup
where they defeated holders O'Loughlins
Gaels. Captain of the team was Ryan
Bergin.
The U-16 team too brought home some
silverware when they won the Ollie
Bergin trophy in the O'Loughlin Gaels
sponsored tournament. This was just
reward for a team who had been very
unlucky during the year in the
Championship. Niall Hennessy was the
captain of the team.
Our U-12's playing in many tournaments
with the highlight being the Mullinahone
competition where they topped their
group against teams from Tipperary,
Galway and Clare.
The minor team again proved to be very
competitive in the league reaching the
semi-final where they were very unlucky
to lose to Galmoy-Windgap via a last
minute goal. In the Championship they
defeated Graigue-Ballycallan but then
lost to Mullinavat. 
The U-15 team, backboned by the major-
ity of the U-14 champions qualified for
the county final of the 11-a-side champi-
onship. They proved to be too strong
recording victory over Slieverue in the
final led by their captain Alan Bergin in a
match played under floodlights in
Piltown.

Personal Achievements
Jason Corcoran represented Kilkenny in
the U-14 Leinster long puck competition
and played on the U-14 county team in
the Forristal tournament. Niall Hennessy
was part of the Kilkenny U-16 squad.
The club also is very proud of the
Funchion brothers, Peter and Patrick
winning All Ireland Handball titles.
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Winning Captains All - John Lockes 2006
Left to Right: Alan Bergin U-15, 11-a-side County Champions, Jason Corcoran,
U-14 Roinn 'B' Hurling County Champions, Ryan Bergin, U-9 John Lockes
Tournament Champions, Matthew Holohan, U-14 Roinn 'B' Football County
Champions, Tony Delaney, U-14 Roinn 'B'  Football League Champions, Niall
Hennessy, U-16 winners of Ollie Bergin Cup / O'Loughlin Gaels Tournament.
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Club Officers 2006
Chairman: Noel Dunphy 
Vice-Chairman: Adrian O'Keeffe 
Secretary: Michael Brick 
Treasurer: Eamon Irish 
PRO: Nichola Laffan 

The club continues to put great emphasis and
resources into the juvenile structures. It has a
vibrant and very active juvenile section with
thanks due to all those club members involved
in the coaching and management of club
teams at U6, U8, U10, U12, U14, U16, and
under 18 level. 

Bord Na nOg
2006 was one of the most successful years
ever at under age level for the Club.  
The club U14's had a spectacular year win-
ning every competition in their age group.
Having won the Roinn C hurling championship
final they then went on to further success in
the Roinn B hurling league. The year com-
menced with a great run by the school team
reaching the finals of both the league and
Country Cup.  The U13 team then went on to
win their group in the Waterford City league.
The U14 team’s fabulous double was
achieved through great overall team displays.
There were many outstanding individual per-
formances, especially from the central line of
John Hayes in goal, Conor Toomey and
James Connolly in defence, the outstanding
Luke Harney at midfield and Davey Dollard
the scorer in chief up front.  For the U16 team
Richard MacNamara led by example on the
field. They had a great run, eventually going
down to a good Slieverue team in the County
Final. Unfortunately this years minor team did
not produce the quality of displays that they
were capable of.  The U12 team had some
great performances.  They started by winning
their group in the Waterford City league and
then went on to win the Tullogher Tournament
with a great battling performance in the final
against Ballyhale Shamrocks. Great credit is
due to all the mentors at underage level who
freely gave of their time to guide the young
lads to success.

Under 21
At under 21 level the team lost to a
highly fancied Thomastown team in the
first round.

Juniors
Things didn’t work out as hoped on the
field for our Juniors / Juniors B squads.
Having performed sporadically in the
league a good final quarter in the
Paddy Cahill Memorial Cup final pro-
duced a win giving hope that things
were coming together. A win over
Dunamaggin in the knock out stages of
the Championship set up a Southern
Quarter Final clash with Windgap. On
the day the team were slow starters
and had to overcome a number of
injuries to top players. They eventually
battled their way into a winning position
only to be denied by a cruel deflection
in the final minute. Great effort and
commitment were shown by the players and
the management team of Peadar Kelly, Denis
Scully and Paul O’Dwyer.

County Players
Congratulations to Richie O'Neill on winning
Leinster and All Ireland medals with the
County Senor Panel. Well done also to Luke
Harney who was selected on the county U14
team.  Both players are living proof that with
skill, dedication and commitment glory on the
playing field can be achieved.  We wish them
well.

Kilmacow on line
Check up in our latest news on line by logging
on at http://www.kilmacow.net

Camogie
The girls turned out in numbers for juvenile
training and have decided to set up their own
camogie section within the Club.  We wish
them well and will be following their progres-
sion with interest.

Obituaries

The year commenced with the tragic loss of
Bill Gaule a young man who was well liked
and respected within the Club.  We would like
to extend our sympathy to his family and the
families of Martin Aylward, Francie Walsh,
Jimmy Dunphy, Billy Atkins and Michael
O’Neill who also passed away during the year.
Ar dheis dé go raibh siad .

The Late Michael O’Neill R.I.P.
One of our greatest Clubmen has passed
away but will not be forgotten.  Michael served
as Chairman of the Club, Southern Board and
County Board over many years.  As a Club we
were proud of his achievements.  He will be
greatly missed but will be remembered as a
gentleman who quietly went about his busi-
ness and got things done. We extend our
deepest sympathy to his wife and family.

Thanks
We wish to extend our sincere thanks to all
those who supported and sponsored us during
the year.  A special word of thanks also to
those Club members who helped to fundraise
and organise the numerous events and out-
ings for the juveniles.
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Action from Kilmacow’s Cahill Cup Victory 2006

DJ Carey Enterprises Ltd.
Suppliers of Cleaning and Hygiene

Detergents

The Demesne, GowranThe Demesne, Gowran
Telephone/Fax:  056-7726566  

E-mail: careyenterprises@iol.ie
info@djcarey.com
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Club Officers  2006
President: Fr O’Farrell  
Vice Presidents: Eamonn Dunne 

Fr Brennan 
Pat Tallis

Chairman: Peter Tallis    
Vice Chairman: John Delaney
Secretary: Laurence McEvoy
Assistant Sec: Tom O’Carroll
Treasurer: PJ Kenny   
Assistant Treas:   Pascal Drennan
PRO: Josie Bergin
Co Board Del: Michael O Carroll

Junior Hurling
All County Hurling League: The junior
team enjoyed much success in this com-
petition winning all their first round
games and meeting Blacks and Whites
in the semi-final This game resulted in a
draw and the replay went to extra time
before Blacks and Whites pulled away to
win the game.
In the Northern Championship, the team
played Conahy, Blacks and Whites,

Paulstown and O’Loughlins, winning
three of their games to put them in the
semi-final of the league and quarter final
of the championship.

U-21 Action
A young team comprising of last year’s
minor team put up a gallant battle
against St Lactains in the first round of
the championship and were unfortunate
to lose.

Juvenile Activities
The Minor team competed in the Roinn A
League narrowly losing out to Dicksboro,
drawing with St Martins and defeating
Camross. and went through to the Shield
League where they played Conahy and
Mullinavat to put them in the final.

Schools Hurling
The Under 13 hurling team played nine
matches in the preliminary rounds of the
league losing only one game to
Danesfort to put them in the Roinn C

semi final against a strong Bennetsbridge
team. This young team are to be con-
gratulated on doing so well and we look
forward to seeing them on the playing
fields in years to come.

U-14 Success
The U-14 football team brought the sil-
verware to the parish giving some fantas-
tic displays of football winning their
matches against Danesfort, Castlecomer,
Clara and Carrickshock and defeating
Mullinavat in the Roinn B football league
final. They had a good run in the champi-
onship until they met a stronger Callan
team in the final.

Feile na nGael
Highlight of the year for the U-14 hurling
team was to partake in the Feile na
nGael competition in Cork in June. The
team, mentors and parents had an enjoy-
able weekend hosted by Sliabh Ruaidh
in Riverstick and was a great experience
for all.
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Club Officers 2006
Chairman: Nicholas Hennebry 
Vice-Chairman: Paddy Crowley 
Secretary: Pat Kinsella
Asst Sec.: Davy Cody
Treasurer: Eamon Irish 
Asst. Treas: Frank Meade
PRO: Richard Hogan
Co. Board Del: Eugene Dunphy
Southern Board: Johnny Phelan
Development: Ned Doyle

Field of Play
In U-21 football we defeated Danesfort in
the county semi-final but lost to
Mullinavat by five points in the final. In
Intermediate football we reached the
quarter final of the championship losing
to Thomastown.
Our Intermediate hurlers had a poor
year, not doing well in the league and
were defeated by eventual champions
Mullinavat in the championship. Our jun-
ior hurlers were inconsistent in both
league and championship where we
were defeated by Slieverue.
Our junior B team had their best year
yet, reaching the county semi-final only
to lose very narrowly to Mullinavat. In U-
21 hurling we defeated Piltown in the first
round and await Tullogher.

Congratulations
Well done to the following: Ned Quinn
who was apppointed Chairman of the
Hurling Development Committee. Tom
O’Hanlon was appointed Secretary of
Bord na nÓg. James Grace was a county
minor hurling selector. PJ Rowe was a

member of the county minor hurling
team. Richie Hogan won All Ireland hurl-
ing and camogie medals with Kildalton
College. Domo Connolly refereed this
year’s All Ireland Minor Hurling final.

Development
During the year we developed our two
pitches which are now in full use. Flood
lighting was installed as well as an irriga-
tion system. The next stage of develop-
ment is to extend the complex and refur-
bish it to include new dressing rooms, a
gym and indoor games area and to erect
a stand. We thank development chair-
man, Ned Doyle who put a massive
amount of work into this project. We are
lucky to have a man of that calibre in the
club. 

Fund Raising
Our main fundraising events were the
Silver Circle draw, the Hurlers Co-op
draw, Play for the Park Lotto and Golf
Classic. Many thanks to all who organise
these and to our main sponsors, Pauline
Doyle of Suir Engineering for our senior
club and Blanchfields Centra for our
Juvenile club.

Obituary
The club wishes to acknowledge the
passing of ex players Dick and Paddy
Walsh from Clogga. Willie Doyle,
Skelpstown was a former player and club
secretary and Richard Ryan, Ballygorey,
passed away following a tragic accident.
The club wishes to extend sympathy to
all who suffered bereavements during the
year.
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Mooncoin GAA Grounds

Mooncoin Clubmen at the County Board’s Mentors’ Function.
Back Row (L. to R.); Ned Quinn, Tom O Hanlon, Tom Kearns, George O Neill and Paddy Bowe.
Front Row (L. to R.); Liam Sutton, John Ryan, Eddie Crowley, John Purcell, Pat O Neill and Joe Sullivan

PPAAT MOORET MOORE

Birchwood, Carrick on Suir.        Tel:  051-648142  Mobile No.:  087-2567517

De-Laval Main DealerDe-Laval Main Dealer
MILKING MACHINES SALES,  

SERVICE & TESTING,  FEEDING SYSTEMS,  

AUTOMATIC SCRAPER SYSTEMS,  WATER HEATERS,  SLURRY PUMPS

& WASH PUMPS
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Muckalee Football Club

Officers:
Chairman: Larry Maher
Vice-Chairman: Nicky Morrissey
Secretary: Paddy Morrissey
Treasurer: Patsy Murphy

On the field
After the highs of last year when the club
won the senior and minor titles,  this year
has seen no silverware come to the
parish so far although the u-21 and minor
have yet to be played, Since last years
publication the minors put back to back
minor ’A’ titles together. 
The seniors began their defence of the
senior title with a draw against
Mullinavat, They also drew with
Glenmore and had a rather fortunate win
against O’ Loughlin Gaels. In the final
game of the league they gave their best
display when they accounted for
Dicksboro. 
In  the first round of the championship
they came a cropper against Kilmoganny
and so ended the chance of accomplish-
ing a first ever three in a row.
The junior team had another great run.

They started off their campaign with a
win over Gowran. In their next game they
took on Clara but came off second best.
Neighbours Erin’s Own were next up and
this one ended all square. As they ended
up with the same  points in their group as
Erin’s Own, they had to play them again
to decide who went through to the quar-
ter final of the championship. This time
they got the better of the Comer side. In
the quarter final they came up against
Shamrock’s of Ballyhale and after a great
battle came out on top. The county semi
final saw our junior team pitted against
Danesfort. Unfortunately this was to be a
bridge too far for our gallant competitors. 

Development

On the development front it is hoped to
begin work on the drainage and other
works in the pitch in the coming year as
soon as the preliminary work has been
taken care of. The recent allocation of
National Lottery funding to our club will
be of enormous benefit in improving the
playing conditions at our grounds.  
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Club Grounds:  
Muckalee GAA Grounds

Donal Brennan on the ball against Kilmoganny (SFL)
Eoin Hennessy

Muckalee - County SF Champions 1990
Back: Jim Moran, Dermot Comerford. Tony Maher, Paddy Kehoe, Eamon Morrissey, Ciaran Hayes, Eamon Breen.
Front: Dick Dooley, Danny Coonan, Johnny Brennan, Mikie Maher (Captain), Kieran Brennan, John Morrissey, Liam Dowling, Bobby Shore. 

(Mascot - Shane Coonan.)
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Club Officers 2006
Chairman: Tommy Frisby
Vice Chairman: John Dunphy
Secretary: Tom Reid
Assistant Sec: Andy Aylward
Treasurer: Jim Conway
PRO: Pat Rohan
Juvenile Chair: Paddy Frisby
Juvenile Sec: Michael Aylward

2006 has been another eventful and
busy year for Mullinavat GAA Club with
numerous successes at different levels
within the club.

Adult Teams
Our Intermediate team proved to be wor-
thy County Champions following a fan-
tastic victory over Clara in the
Intermediate Hurling Championship. This
hard working group of the players under
a new management team regrouped
from a disappointing loss in the league
final to produce a powerful championship
campaign and regained senior status. 
A hard working Junior B team turned in
some spirited performances to win the
Junior B Championship and won this
County Title by beating Ballyragget in
Thomastown. The senior footballers
reached both the league and champi-
onship finals but were disappointedly
beaten in both finals. Although our U-21
hurling and football teams have yet to
play in the 2006 championship our U-21
team won the 2005 U-21 Roinn B
Football Championship in early spring
2006.

Juvenile Teams
The minor hurling team recovered from a
disappointing league campaign to win the
Minor B Championship Title over
Emeralds in a dogged battle with poor
weather conditions. Our U-16 teams exit-
ed the championship at the semi final
stages despite a gallant effort but com-
pensated this loss with a victory in the
shield competition. At U-14 Level our

hurlers exited the championship to a
stronger Graigue Ballycallan Team with
our U-13 team being unlucky to lose to
Clara in the final of the Lisdowney
Sevens competition. Our school teams at
U-12, U-11, U-10 grades enjoyed a busy
year but despite the best efforts and
commitment of players and mentors they
were unsuccessful in lifting any silver-
ware but the future is promising for these
young players.
At underage level in football our U-16
footballers displayed great character to
win the U-16 Roinn C championship over
Paulstown. 

Congratulations
Well done to all club players who repre-
sented Kilkenny at Inter county level.
Special congratulations to Willie O Dywer
who was part of the All Ireland Senior
Hurling Team and Nicky Anthony and
Paddy Raftice who were part of the
Kilkenny Minor Panel. Nicky Anthony
must also be congratulated on winning

two All Ireland Handball Titles for
Kilkenny.

Development Work
The development works to the GAA Field
has continued over the past year with the
addition of a new stand and the upgrade
of the spectator embankments and
boundaries and floodlighting to the play-
ing field.

Sympathy
The sympathy of the club is extended to
all families within the parish who lost a
loved one during the year. 

Thanks to All
The club would like to sincerely thank all
players, mentors, trainers, committee
members, fundraising committee mem-
bers, main sponsors, Waterford Stanley
and all other sponsors for their participa-
tion and support both on and off the field
over the past year. Without these people
we have no club. 
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Club Grounds:  
Mullinavat GAA Grounds

Mullinavat - Lisdowney 7s (Sweeney Cup) Runners-Up
Back: Christopher Browne, Thomas Aylward, Nickey Brennan, Uachtarán CLG, Pat Mulhern, Mark Mansfield,
Liam Fennelly.
Front: Simon Aylward, John Fitzpatrick (Capt), Brian Phelan, Damien Aylward, Robert Malone.

PP. HENNESSY & CO. L. HENNESSY & CO. LTDTD
SSHHEEAASSTTOOWWNN,,  KKIILLKKEENNNNYY..

Tel (056) 7727223 (2 lines)  Sales: 086 - 2750873  Fax: (056) 7727176
email: hennessyconcrete@eircom.net

H
C
L

SSuupppplliieerrss  ooff
RREEAADDYYMMIIXX  CCOONNCCRREETTEE
BBRROOKKEENN  SSTTOONNEESS
WWAASSHHEEDD  AAGGGGRREEGGAATTEESS
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Executive Committee 2006
Chairman John Skehan
Vice-Chairman Martin Hanlon
Secretary Margaret Hanlon
Finance Joe Nolan
Hurling/Football Mick Nolan
JuvChairman John Joe Cullen
Pavilion Benny Walsh
Grounds Paddy Greene
Social Nigel Leydon
Development Coleman Loughnane
Handball Con Moore
Membership Marguerite O’Connor
Co. Board Del. Martin Brennan

Although the game ended in disappoint-
ment the achievement of our senior
hurlers in reaching the county final was
one of the highlights of the year for the
club as it was our fourth final appearance
in seven years and we put in some
excellent performances en route to the
decider defeating Young Ireland’s,
Graigue Ballycallan and our close rivals
and defending champions, James
Stephens. After a poor start to the league
part of the championship, mentors
Johnny Holohan, Brian Murphy and Dick
Shelly along with captain Andy
Comerford ensured their charges were
ready when the knock out stage arrived
and while the final did not go our way,
beidh lá eile againn.
In the Byrne Cup the seniors reached the
semi final stage while our other adult
teams at junior and special junior level
acquitted themselves well with the juniors
defeating Dicksboro before losing to
Bennettsbridge in the Northern semi-final
and the junior team winning the Cahill
Cup.  While our Under 21’s exited the
championship to Conahy Shamrocks
both Maurice Nolan and Danny
Loughnane were members of the
Kilkenny All-Ireland winning Under 21
squad. The club was very proud to see
Martin Comerford and Brian Hogan play
their part in bringing the Mc Carthy Cup
back to Kilkenny.

At juvenile level it was a case of so near
and yet so far with our sides competing
well and reaching a number of finals and
semi-finals. At minor level we were nar-
rowly defeated by eventual champions
Dicksboro in the championship semi-
final. Our under 16’s lost to the same
opposition in the championship final but
finished the year on a high note when
they won the league shield beating
James Stephen’s in the final. The same
team also won the shield final in our own
Ollie Bergin Tournament. Our Under 14’s

reached the league final and won the
Rower Inistiogue tournament. The club
was well represented on Kilkenny under
age teams. Mark Bergin, Mark Kelly and
Andy Kearns were our standard bearers
at minor level, while Paddy Delaney,
Anthony Forristal, and Paddy Butler were
part of the county Under 14 squad.

The good work continued at under 12
and under 10 level with the latter team
winning our own tournament. At Under 8
level large numbers continued to be
catered for. All 6, 7 and 8 year olds par-
ticipated in indoor hurling during the win-
ter period moving outdoors in April to
participate in training, challenge games
and tournaments. The Under 8’s were
successful in the Danesfort tournament
beating Ballyhale Shamrocks in the final.
Dealing with large numbers of young
players requires help and assistance and
the club appreciates the work of all those
involved at this age level.

It was another great year on the handball
front for the O’Loughlin’s club. Eddie
Burke, one of a group of eleven from the
club who travelled to Edmonton, Canada
for the World Championships won the
Men’s B World Championship Title. Luke
Greene set the scene nationally winning
Under 14 doubles Championship with
Brian Campion of Urlingford and the cor-
responding 60x30 Doubles partnered by
club mate Keith Clifford. Kirk Greene
became the first O’Loughlin’s player to
win a minor All Ireland when he part-
nered Nicholas Anthony of Mullinavat to
win the 60 x 30 Doubles title. Kirk played
on the All Ireland winning Club
Championship team and finished off a

great year by winning the 19 & Under
Golden Gloves Tournament in Belfast.
Seamus Phelan and Michael Falsey
played magnificent handball to win the
Junior B 60 x 30 All Ireland Doubles
championship and were prominent on the
team, which won the Junior B All Ireland
championship with John Morrissey, Kirk
Greene and Jimmy Long.

To run a club like O’Loughlin Gaels suc-
cessfully is a major operation in person-
nel and financial terms. Thanks to the
many people who give of their time at all
levels of the club. The Club’s Lotto con-
tinues weekly, as does our poker on
Thursday nights while a very successful
Dog Night and Golf Classic were also
organised. A very well supported ”Mayor
of the Continent” being run at present
has raised funds for the club and three
local charities. Development work contin-
ues with pitch irrigation, tarmacadam of
the driveway and completion of security
fencing being the main areas attended to
this year. The club’s dinner dance was
well supported and saw player of the
year awards go to Peter Dowling
(Senior), Bryan Skehan (junior) and Seán
Hickey (Juvenile).

Finally the club would like to extend its
sympathy to all those bereaved during
the year, especially the Sheridan family
on the death of Johnny whose involve-
ment with the club stretched over 30
years as coach and trainer of juvenile
teams, as Chairman of the club’s juvenile
section and as PRO. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.
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Club Grounds:  St John’s Park

O’Loughlin Gaels Under 8 Team, Winners of the Danesfort Tournament
Back:  Adam Flynn, Jay Leahy, Sleven Scanlon, Seán Bolger, Robbie O’Driscoll, Robbie Murphy, Tommy
Gormley.
Front:  Peter Collins, Eoin Kelly, Ronan Buckley, Ben Maher, Lorcan Whelan, Owen Wall, Ian Clifford.
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Officers 2006
Chairman: John Maher
Secretary: Philip Walsh
Treasurer: Cepta Brennan
PRO: Robbie Blackmore
Bord Na Og: Helen Kinsella
Co. Board: Eddie Blackmore

Club Development
The Floodlit All Weather pitch has been a
huge success, with not alone match play-
ing standard lights in place, but with a
natural grass surface akin to Summer
conditions, even at the height of Winter.
The local Club and indeed many sur-
rounding clubs have derived benefit from
these facilities, which are open for hire
each night for all GAA associated activi-
ties.
The Club undertook an "Open Day" pro-
motion in June of this year in an effort to
bring new arrivals in the many new hous-
es / estates in the Parish into the club
and promote involvement and recruit vol-
unteers. The GAA Draw in association
with the Kilkenny County Board was
another resounding success, not just for
the local club, but for fund raising in all
GAA Clubs.

Hurling
Piltown competed strongly throughout
the year, with a relatively young, devel-
oping panel. The squad got to the
Southern Junior Hurling League Final
after mixed displays, and lost out narrow-
ly to Tullogher Rosbercon. They also
reached the Fennelly Cup Final, but were
comprehensively overturned by
Castlecomer. The form in the Southern
Junior Hurling League was upheld at
Championship level, when having over-
come Windgap in the semi-final, Piltown
los tnarrowly to Tullogher Rosbercon.
The Special Juniors competed strongly in
their grade, but lack of a consistent team
put paid to their chances of success.

Senior Football
2006 kicked off in February with the sen-
ior footballers playing the first ever cham-
pionship match held under lights in
Kilkenny. Piltown was the historic venue,
but the result was to be a defeat against
Railyard on a score of 2-9 to 0-3.  The
trend throughout the senior football
championship was to continue in this
vane culminating in a relegation dogfight
with neighbours Carrickshock on Easter
Saturday.  The result was a one-point
victory 0-10 to 1-6 for the Hugginstown
men and the end of senior status in foot-
ball for Piltown.

Juvenile Hurling
It was a disappointing year for underage
hurling in Piltown, despite considerable
success and progress in the preceding
years. The minor hurlers and the U-14
hurlers both suffered defeat to Erin's
Own in the championship. The U-16
hurlers were beaten by The Rower
Inistioge. However, success almost came
to the Under-16 footballers as they
reached the Roinn B final but lost to
Rower Inistioge. The U-14's lost to St.
Lachtain's in the Feile Na Gael while
they and the U-12 hurlers competed in
the inaugural Carrigeen tournament
under floodlights on Astro turf.

U-12 Hurling
The U-12's once again this year had an
excellent run in the Waterford League
this year.  Having lost to Dunhill-Fenor in
the 2005 final replay by a single point,
they faced a hotly fancied Passage team
in the final held in Tramore. With a strong
gale blowing, it was the proverbial game
of two halves but Passage fared beast
against a spirited Piltown performance
winning by 3-5 to 1-4.

Underage Hurling
Sunday mornings are devoted
to the juvenile players. A fine
Summer attracted great num-
bers and thankfully more
helpers. The U-11's were very
unfortunate in the Waterford
League when they lost gal-
lantly to Sacred Heart in the
final. In the Camaint finals,
they defeated the Emeralds
but narrowly lost to
Lisdowney. The U-10's won
half of their games in the
Waterford League while an
under strength team made up
mainly of U-8's performed

admirably in the Gorey Tournament. 
The U-8's and 9's took part in the 10th
Roanmore tournament.  With victories
over Brickey Rangers, Ballyragget and
Fourmilewater, the U-8 team became the
first Piltown team to win their section of
the prestigious tournament.
Underage games included a Go Games
blitz with John Lockes and games with
Carrick Swan, Kilmacow, Slieverue,
Mullinavat and Windgap.  
During the year the club held its own
ground hurling blitz as part of the club
open day in May and finished the year
with a full hurling blitz for U-11's. Thanks
to all the coaches of the various under-
age teams for their time, to the parents
who helped out in any way including driv-
ing kids to training and to matches and to
all those who sponsored advertising
hoardings at the Piltown pitch where all
proceeds went to the juvenile club.

County Squads
Peter McCarthy was on the Kilkenny U-
16 hurling team while Martin Power suf-
fered an injury while playing for Kilkenny
in the U-14 Tony Forristal Cup in
Waterford. A selector on that team was
clubman Jim Norris.  
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Piltown GAA Grounds

Piltown U-8 winners of the Roanmore Tournament 
Back: John Bourke, Jamie Norris, Shane Whittle, Conor Friend,
Richard Norris, Ronan Ryan. Front: Darragh Walsh, Sam Grace,
Sean Knox, Jason Knox, John Kenny.

PPiillttoowwnn  UU--1100  vv  CCaarrrriicckk  SSwwaannss  
BBaacckk: Conor Sarsfield, Alan Dowley, Martin Kirby, Shane Walsh, John Bourke, Shane Whittle, Liam Fortune, David
Norris, Francis O'Brien, Aidan Nugent, Tom Kenny, Ian Long, Conor O'Sullivan.
MMiiddddllee: Evan Murphy, Sarah Murphy, Conor Friend, Richard Norris, Ronan Ryan, Kieran Reid, John Hartery, Sean
Power, James Flynn, James Fahy, Darragh Walsh, Jamie Norris, Richard Brophy, Thomas Murray, Michaél Dunne,
James Kirby.
FFrroonntt: M.Flynn, Kieran Flynn, Aaron Kinsella, John Kenny, Lisa Norris, Conor Whittle, Sean Knox, Jason Knox, Sam
Grace, Cian Kinsella, Patrick Fahy, Niall Gannon, Richard Fahy, Maura Beth Kirby, Andrew Long.

Piltown  04/12/2006  10:30  Page 1



The 2006 Football season for the Railyard Club has been a
mixture of highs and lows throughout all grades. Along with
their County fixtures the Seniors were also involved in the
Carlow League which lengthened their football year up until the
early summer. Both sets of fixtures led them to the Quarter-
Final and Semi-Final respectively.
Our U21s won the county final in a very sporting game of foot-
ball with Inistioge. This group of lads have won every title from
U 14 up and our hope for the future of football is with them. Our
minors also won their county final, which yielded them 
two-in – row as did their predecessors. The Juniors reached
the semi-finals. 
As always, our Juveniles have been the busy players of the
year, they are going from strength to strength and are constant-
ly on the go for either Football or Hurling in all grades. All this
of course could not happen without their Mentors, and I would
like to thank all of them collectively for the fine work they are
doing. 
Our main priority this year again has been to finish the Pitch
Development, all the major work has been carried out and has
been a great success so far this year . As with all develop-
ments, fund-raising is a big issue for us Considering we are the
only sole Football Club in the county we were limited as to
where we could find the funding. tThe Committee wish to thank
everyone who has contributed to our fundraising efforts and
hope it will continue.  
And last but not least I come to the Ladies! The Railyard Ladies
football team have gone from strength to strength. This year
they won the county final and also the 
Mini Sevens which was held in Croke Park.  I would like to
thank every one of our volunteers in what ever capacity they
use for their help and generosity throughout the past year. 
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Club Grounds:  
Railyard Football Grounds,
Mooneenroe.

Leinster Ladies Football President Bill Daly  presenting player of the match trophy
to Miriam O’ Keeffe. Also in picture –Kerry Murphy County Chairperson

John Dowd, Railyard Captain receiving SFL cup from Tommy Duggan

2006 Intermediate Football Champions Railyard 0-14 Mullinavat 2-5
Back: Laurena Murphy, Aisling Murphy, Aisling Corrigan, Michelle Dowd, Marian Ryan, Brigid Murphy, Noreen O’ Keeffe, Alice Farrell, Aoife Brennan. 
Middle: Kerry Murphy, Elaine Murphy, Catriona Grace, Noelle Curran, AnnMarie Walsh, Edwina Keane, Gráinne Daly, Andrea Murphy, Martin Buggy

Seated: Breda Roche, Maireád Corrigan, Jenna Phelan, Jo Roche, April Purcell, Miriam O’ Keeffe, Martina Maher
Mascots: Michael Corr, Denise Love, Aoife Corr, Eoin Buggy, Sarah Roche, Sarah Buggy, James Love.
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Club Officers 2006
President: Michael Roche
Chairman: Jack Lyng
Secretary: Matt Galavan
Treasurer: Richard Tierney
B. na nÓg Chair: Michael Doyle
Secretary: Breda English

Under Age School Teams
All of the many underage teams had a
very active Year and among the highlights
was the victory by the U-10 Team in the
Caulfield's Hurling League final and also
in the U-10 Football league. The U-8
Hurling Blitz organised by the Club was a
great success with all of the local Clubs
taking part. The schools team reached
the quarter-final of the A Championship
were they lost out to CBS. Well done and
many thanks to all involved with the
Under age Teams during '06.

Bord na nÓg Teams
The highlight of the year at Bord na nÓg
level was the performance of our U-16
Team. They were very unlucky to lose out
to Barrow Rangers after a great perform-
ance in the B hurling final. They enjoyed
victory in the James Stephens
Tournament Final and also succeeding in
bringing county honours to the club when
winning the football league final. The U-
14 team exited their championship losing
out to Glenmore in a replay while our
minor team found Dicksboro, eventual
county champions too strong in the first
round of the Minor championship. Again
well done to all involved with these
teams.

Adult Teams
The Intermediate Hurling team lost out to
Clara in the quarter-final of the
Championship while our Junior A and B
Teams qualified for their respective
league finals. The Junior A team qualified
for the league final with victory over the
Shamrocks in the Southern Final, but in
the county final they had to give second
best to the men from St. Lachtains. The B
team also suffered defeat in their League
Final going down to John Lockes by six
points.

County Team Representation
Congratulations to Sean Cummins, Kieran
Joyce, Liam Tierney and David Lyng who
were all involved with various Kilkenny
hurling teams through out the year. Sean
Cummins enjoyed a wonderful year win-
ning All Ireland Senior and U-21 Medals,
while Kieran and Liam won All Ireland U-
21 Medals. It was a proud day for all
involved with the club to see Sean, Kieran
and Liam represent Kilkenny and play

their part in the great
victory in this year's
U-21 final.

Fundraising Club
Development
Our Annual Golf
Classic proved to be
another great suc-
cess with teams from
all over the South
East taking part.
Congratulations to all
involved and thanks
to all who sponsored
and participated in
this successful clas-
sic. Plans are being
finalised for the
development of our
facilities at our
grounds in Inistioge
and 2007 will see
work commence.

Thanks
The Rower-Inistioge
GAA Club would like
to thank everybody
who assisted in mak-
ing 2006 another
great year for the
club, officials, all team
officials and mentors,
players, parents,
sponsors, various
committees, and all
our many supporters.
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Rower-Inistioge U-10 Caulfield's League Winners. 
Back: David Miskella, Pauric Corcoran, Dylan Kehoe, John Murphy, Richie Leahy.
Pat Lyng. Front: Luke Grace, Darragh Joyce, Diarmuid O’Brien (Capt), David
Kelly, Michael Barcoe, Dean Hamilton. Missing from photo: Jim Murphy, Shane
Ryan.

Past and Present Club Officials with founder members and representatives of deceased founder mem-
bers at fiftieth celebration of club formation

Back: Michael Walsh, Jim Walsh, Martin Kavanagh, Eddie Keher, Tom Teacy,Fintan Murphy, Jim Fitzpatrick,
Michael tierney, Richard Tierney, Edward Prendergast.Middle: Jack Lyng, Pat Dunphy, Liam galavan, Michael
Lyng, Breday english,Michael Doyle, Jim Mooney, John Walsh, billy Kennedy, Richard Delahunty.
Front:Micheal Roche, Dick Bolger, BVernadette dwyer, Patty Lyng, Fr. Tom McGree, Maureen Butler, Mary
Lyng, Benny Holohan, Matt Galavan.Missing from photo: Mary Lyng (Ballavarra), Ger Mackey.

Club Celebrates 50 Years in existence. 
Founder members of the club and relatives of deceased founder members at 50th
Celebration . 
Back; Dick Bolger, Jim Walsh (Rep Martin Walsh), Michael Roche. 
Front; Maureen Butler (Rep Marty Butler), Bernadette Dwyer (Rep Michael
Murray & Martin Hennessy), Patty Lyng (Rep Paddy Lyng), and Mary Lyng (Rep
Tomdy Lyng).
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Adult Committee Officers
Chairman: Pat Walsh
Vice-chair: Martin Quilty
Secretary: Mary Rockett
Treasurer: Michael O’Neill
PRO: Jim Walsh

Juvenile Committee Officers
Chairman: Ger Frisby
Secretary: Joe Mulcair

Excellent Progress All Round
2006 was a year of discernible club
advancement, certainly for observers
from within our parish. While the trophy
haul was very modest much progress
was made at all levels as far as player
involvement and improvement are con-
cerned. 

New Juvenile Committee
The most significant development during
the year was the formation of a juvenile
committee in the club. While many of the
members had been very involved in club
matters previously the new structure
gave them new focus and the committee
hit the ground running. Big numbers of
children were recruited and several par-
ents came on board as coaches, trainers
and administrators. At present the com-

mittee is preparing plans for the future
on a number of fronts. They deserve the
support and encouragement of all club
members.

Personnel Training / Development
The club committee organised a
Coaching Course and a First Aid Course
for members. Both were well attended
and as a result both the participants and
the club teams derived considerable
benefits. 

Field Development 
Our adult players were very pleased to
be back in the refurbished pitch in May
having endured much inconvenience for
twelve months. 
Despite considerable usage the fresh
surface improved as the year pro-
gressed. Members are delighted with the
outcome of the refurbishment and accept
that the huge effort and cost involved
was worthwhile. 
The committee also had ball-stop nets
erected on both pitches and put in place
internal fencing on the grounds to corral
off a car parking area.
Lighting was installed on the juvenile
pitch and this has given our teams
greater opportunities for training in the

‘short day’ period of the year.
The above improvements have greatly
benefited both players and non-playing
members and are much appreciated.

Ned O’Dwyer, RIP
The passing of Ned O’Dwyer, which took
place in the early part of the year, sad-
dened all club members. 
Ned had a special place in the memories
of our older members. He was captain of
the Slieverue senior team, which won
our only senior hurling championship in
1954. 
For well over a decade in the fifties and
sixties Ned was an ever present member
of the parish team. He played in several
positions for the team and always set a
high standard for his colleagues.
During that period Slieverue contested
five adult county finals, three senior and
two junior, and were successful in one of
each. It was indeed the golden age of
the club. 
Ned’s abilities were recognised by the
county selectors of the time. He was
chosen as a member of the Kilkenny
senior team on a number of occasions
and, as with the club team, he always
gave total commitment. 
May his noble soul rest in peace.
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A Proud Moment!
Jamie O’Brien lifts the U-16 C Championship trophy
for Slieverue, surrounded by admiring supporters.

Slieverue U-8 team at the Roanmore Tournament 2006
Back: Joe O’Brien, James Dodd, Luke O’Donovan, Sean Irish, Colm Fleming, David Corrigan, John Mulcaire.
Front: Hannah Irish, Cillian Power, Eamonn Phelan, Jack Frisby, Ben Alcock, Ethan Walsh. 

HHEENNNNEESSSSYY  FFUUEELLSSHHEENNNNEESSSSYY  FFUUEELLSS
Hebron Industrial Estate , 

Kilkenny.  Tel: 056 - 7721285

Heating Oil · Kerosene
Car Diesel · Oil Tanks

Slieverue.  04/12/2006  10:38  Page 1



On the Playing Fields
The year opened with an invitation to our
Junior B hurlers to represent Leinster in
the inaugural Junior B All Ireland hurling
championship organised by Killeedy GAA
Club in Limerick. St. Lachtain's beat
Oranmore/Maree of Galway by 2-17 to 1-
9 in the semi-final to qualify for the All-
Ireland final against St. James's of
Ardfield in Co. Cork. The game was
played at Raheenagh, Co. Limerick on
Sunday 23 April. While the Freshford
men were deemed Leinster champions
by invitation only, they earned their all
Ireland title the hard way. Rocked by
three first half goals and trailing by a
point at half time, the locals upped the
tempo during the second half and record-
ed an historic victory by 2-19 to 3-8. 

jCounty Honours
This team then went on to win the Co.
Junior A league title with a 2-16 to 2-13
victory over the Rower-Inistioge after
beating St. Martin's by the minimum mar-
gin, 2-13 to 2-12, in the Northern final. 

Third Adult Team
For the first time ever St. Lachtain's
entered a third adult team from the club
into competition this year. Having seen a
number of former under age players left
without an outlet for hurling in recent
years, a new panel was inveigled out of
retirement to enter the Junior B league
and championship and finished in a cred-
itable position in both competitions.
The U-21s qualified for the Northern final
but, because of a number of draws on
the other side of the competition, are still
waiting for opposition.
While none of the under age teams were
victorious, all showed spirit and determi-
nation in the various competitions.
Thanks to all our team mentors for look-
ing after these teams. 

Intermediate Football Success
While still struggling to win the intermedi-
ate hurling championship, St. Lachtain's
became the sixth club in the county to
add the intermediate football title to the
junior title in consecutive years. So for
the first time since the 1980s, Lachtain's
will have senior football status next year.
They beat Thomastown in the
Intermediate final. Thanks to all the adult
selectors for their efforts during 2006. 

More All Ireland Medals
Congratulations to Michael Kavanagh on
winning his fourth and the club's fifteenth
All Ireland senior hurling medal and to
Bill Beckett who was on the U-21 panel

which won the All Ireland final and the
intermediate panel which won the
Leinster final. Well done also to John
Fitzpatrick and Naoise Waldron who won
Leinster minor medals this year.

Effective Sub-Committee System
The sub-committee system continues to
be a success in running the club.
The dinner dance, jointly hosted by St.
Lachtain's Camogie Club and St.
Lachtain's G.A.A. Club in February was
again the highlight of the social calendar.
The Social Committee, chaired by Eileen
Marnell, organised the dinner dance and
the golf classic in July which was the
most successful of recent years. The
third annual poker classic in memory of
the late Johnny "Killarney" Butler took
place in November. Thanks to all who
helped out at these events.

Recruitment
There are approximately 225 members in
the club at present. While most families
are now represented, it is hoped that at
least one person from every household,
which enjoys the use of Páirc Lachtaín in
one way or another, would join the club.
Thanks to the Finance Committee and
their helpers for their work in this depart-
ment and especially to our Lotto sellers
and organiser Mary Kavanagh.

Thanks to the Willing Volunteers
Much of Bord na nÓg's work goes on
unheralded in mini-competitions at vari-
ous clubs and venues throughout North
Kilkenny. The younger under age players
are kept going by willing helpers through-
out the year often unnoticed by teams

higher up the scale. All of the work is
appreciated and the future is in safe
hands.  

Big Developments
By the time the yearbook goes to press,
we hope the builders will have moved in
on Páirc Lachtaín.  The long awaited
development of the clubhouse is ready to
start. Thanks to all on the Field
Committee, led by chairman Jim Marnell,
which has seen planning process to this
stage. New adult goalposts and ball stop-
ping nets have been provided on the
second pitch. While it is not full size it
should be a great addition to teams train-
ing and for those interested in the daily
few pucks! Páirc Lachtaín continues to
benefit from the Freshford Area
Community Employment Scheme. Much
thanks is due to the Committee, supervi-
sor and FÁS workers.
While it cannot be anticipated what
changes may occur at the AGM, Pat
Anderson's three term of office as chair-
man will come to an end in December.
Thanks to Pat for his leadership and
work for the club over the past three
years and to his wife Patricia for her sup-
port.

Lost Friends
Sympathy is extended to the families of
the following who passed away during
the year: Paddy Phelan, John Dawson,
Mrs. Margaret Burke, Johnny Britton,
Jimmy Doheny, John Fox, Mrs. Campion,
Ballinakill, Tony Mulhall, Mrs. Catherine
Greene, Tullogher, Michael Dalton, Mrs.
Bridget Power, Rathgormack and Martin
Lennon. Ar dheis Dé go raibh siad.

150

http://www.
Club Grounds:  
Páirc Lachtain

St. Lachtain's - All Ireland Junior B Hurling Champions 2006
Back: Ray Nolan, selector, Mark Nolan, John Fitzpatrick, Pat Morrissey, Tommy Kennedy, John Paul
Kavanagh, John Dooley, Kevin Dalton, Jim Marnell, Naoise Waldron, Jamie Kennedy, Noel Walsh, Jim
Costelloe, William Walsh, Patrick Hickey, Richard Costelloe, manager.
Front: Liam Darcy, Michael Farrell, Noel Maher, Martin Power, David Martin, Thomas Delaney, Jonathan
Doheny, capt., Cian Waldron, Mark Kavanagh, Ollie O' Connor, Noel McGree, Pat Anderson, chairman.
Mascot: Cathal Power. 
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St Martin’s reflect on an eventful year

Any year when one of your own club
men climbs the steps of the Hogan
stand to collect a cup is a memorable
season. James Dowling captained
Kilkenny to win the Leinster minor cham-
pionship. This was a first for the club.
However, on reflection 2006 did not
achieve the dizzy heights of 2005.
Nevertheless the club still made some
positive strides both on and off the pitch. 

Probably the single greatest achieve-
ment in the club was the securing of
funding to develop the field in Muckalee.
Ambitious plans are now at an advanced
stage to re-drain the field and put in
place a new flood lighting system. 

The  club enjoyed no championship suc-
cess this year. However, some silver-
ware was picked up in the form of the
O’Byrne club. Again the seniors saved
their best hurling for the relegation final
and prevailed against near neighbours
Erin’s Own. 

The Junior A’s contested the Northern
league final. A feast of goals from St.
Lachtain’s brought the game to a replay.
However, in the second game the team
did not play to their best and St.
Lachtain’s were victorious.  In the cham-
pionship The Fenians proved too strong.

The Junior B had a mixed season.
Narrow defeats in most of their games
ensured that they were entered in the
inaugural Joe Walsh memorial Cup. A
good win over Piltown in Coon and a
narrow defeat by Carrigeen after a
thrilling game ended their interest in this
competition.  St. Patricks proved too
strong in the championship. This year
the current regrading presented itself as
a serious obstacle to Junior hurling. This
issue will need to be addressed in the
future. 

Bord na nÓg proved to be the highlight
on the playing field yet  again. The club’s
minors were going for a two in a row.
They reached the final after victories
over St Lachtain’s,  James Stephens
and Erin’s Own. The final was a closely
contested affair, but Dicksboro won out
in the end.

The under 16 teams were defeated by
Dicksboro in the quarter final of the
championship.  The Under 14 team were
very young this year, with players as

young as 10 playing. This is a
problem that most rural clubs
face.   

Development work is still on
going in the parish with players.
A welcome development this
year was the use of a field in
Ballyfoyle.  Underage training is
now a weekly event in the village
during the summer. Under 8’s
and 10 also won tournaments.
However, it must be stressed
that at this age the focus is on
enjoyment and participation
rather than winning.  Since 1997,
Bord na nÓg has done some
tremendous work in the club.
This is only starting to bear fruit
now. The club and its supporters
owe a great gratitude to the
unsung heroes at development
level in the club, for their work in
the field in Ballyfoyle and in
Muckalee on a Saturday morn-
ing. 

The club would like to thank all
its members for generously sup-
porting us in this draw for the
continuing success of Gaelic
games in Ballyfoyle, Coon, and
Muckalee. Winning any silver-
ware in 2007 would be a major
thrill in that it is the silver jubilee
of the club. 

Finally, the club would like to wish Gerry
O’Neill a happy and enjoyable retirement
as principal of St Brendan’s NS
Muckalee.   No single individual has
invested so much time in the develop-

ment of hurling in the parish. Gerry was
not blinded by silverware, but instead
instilled a love of the game  that is pres-
ent in all youngsters that has passed
though his hands.  He will always be
held in high regard in each corner of our
parish. His presence on the sideline will
be greatly missed. 
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Liam Dowling, great servant of St Martin’s, plays his part in winning the Relegation Final v Erin’s Own.
Eoin Hennessy

St Martin’s James Dowling Kilkenny Captain, proudly waves the
Leinster MH trophy in Croke Park.

Eoin Hennessy
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Development
Major development continued at the St
Patrick's G.A.A. grounds in 2006 with the
installation of a top of the range flood-
lighting system. The new facility has gen-
erated huge interest and has been used
by many clubs including James
Stephens, O’Loughlin Gaels, Harps
(Laois), St Martins, Erin's Own, Conahy
Shamrock's and St. Lachtain's
(Freshford) camogie club as they pre-
pared for major games during the year.
The facility was officially open by former
Kilkenny star Charlie Carter. County
Board Chairman Ned Quinn represented
the County Board at the opening and
paid tribute to the club on what was
major undertaking. 
The first official hurling game played
under lights was a U-16 challenge match
between St Patrick's and Durlas Og
(Tipperary) which the home side won. 
The first ever floodlit final under the aus-
picies of Kilkenny county board saw St.
Patrick's and Clara play the U-15 eleven
a side final at the venue in November. 
Erin's Own (Castlecomer) and Kildare
champions Confey played their Leinster
club intermediate football championship
there under lights and both clubs were
loud in their praise of the facilities. The
pitch has now been extended and work
is currently continuing with the construc-
tion of a "Ball Wall". A juvenile pitch is
also currently being prepared and should
be ready for the new season. 

Competitions
On the field of play there was little luck at
adult level. The junior B team were the
most successful. They won the
J.J.Kavanagh & Sons Northern B cham-
pionship but lost out to Mullinavat in the
county final. The U-21 hurlers reached
the Northern semi final where they lost
out narrowly to Fenians after a replay.

The minor hurlers took the Roinn C
championship title while the under 15
side won the eleven a side tournament.
These games are reviewed elsewhere in
this publication.
The Phelan/Stone tournament was once

again a huge success with sixteen teams
including all the leading sides in the
county taking part. Dicksboro won the
Tom Phelan memorial tournament while
the Benny Stone Memorial Cup went to
James Stephens. The local street league
tournament for the very young players
played during October was also an out-
standing success. County star Eddie
Brennan was the special guest at this
year's finals and he proved to be very
popular. The juvenile section organised a
number of trips to places as far apart as
Blackrock and Belfast. A team from
Cootehill in Cavan played the locals in
Ballyragget early in November. 

Inter County
Brothers represented the club on
Kilkenny under age teams in 2006.
Michael Brennan played on the Tony
Forristal U-14 team while his brother Joe
was top scorer on the U-16 team in the
Tipperary Supporters Club tournament in
Nenagh. James Gannon, Liam Lacey
and Geoffrey Brennan represented the
club on the North U-15 development
squads. 

Finance
The main source of finance continues to
be the local weekly lottery. Thanks are
due in particular to the many people who
week after week continue to sell tickets
for this important fund - raiser. The club
has also received funding from the
National Lottery and the Leinster Council
towards development. Sponsorship came
from various sources and the club are
indebted to all who helped in any way.
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St Patrick's (Ballyragget) U-15 team that won the eleven a side U-15 tournament by beating Clara 1-9 to 1-
3. The final was the first ever final under the auspices of  the Kilkenny County Board to be played under lights.
Back: John Mooney, Geoffrey Brennan, Donal Brennan, James Gannon, Tom McGrath, Brendan Morrissey,
Conor Foley, Kevin Kelly, Michael Kenny.
Front: Liam Lacey, Mark Staunton, Robert Healy, Stephen Staunton, Paddy McEvoy, Michael Brennan, Joe
Fitzpatrick.

MMIICCHHAAEELL  OO''SSHHEEAA
SuperValu

Supermarket
Everything you want in a Supermarket

"GETTING BETTER EVERY DAY"

Castle Street, Ballyragget,  County Kilkenny.
Telephone: (056) 8833122
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On the Playing Fields
2006 was a year of consolidation for
Thomastown Intermediates. The goal for
the year was to retain Intermediate sta-
tus which was achieved and it also set
up a mouth watering quarter-final with
Mooncoin. Playing against a strong wind
in the first half Thomastown more than
held their own and were well positioned
as the second half began. But that was
as good as it got and the stronger
Mooncoin side ran out winners.
We congratulate Richard O'Hara and
Sean Mahony from this squad who were
panelists on the successful Kilkenny U-
21 team.  Well done also to Jonjo Farrell
(Minor) and Dessie Walsh (Intermediate)
who represented the Club on their
respective county teams.

U-8's
This group enjoyed a very successful
year with record numbers attending train-
ing. In hurling, the U-8's were highly
competitive, winning the Roanmore Blitz
and being narrowly beaten in the final of
the Dicksboro Tournament.  The under
7's were narrowly beaten by a point in
Inistioge while the U-6's enjoyed a terrific
day in our own under 6 Blitz.  In October
we began Gaelic Football in the
Community Hall and this was also highly
attended. All of this augurs well for the
future!

U-10's
The U-10 group had a very enjoyable
year. They made great progress, the
highlight of which was the winning of the
Seamus Fry League in James
Stephens.The Club also hosted a very
successful U-10 tournament in Grennan
in October. Eight clubs participated from
Emeralds, Clara, Inistioge,
Bennettsbridge, Paulstown, James
Stephens, Callan & Thomastown. The
tournament was a great success, Clara
were Cup Winners with Bennettsbridge
winning the shield. Mick Walsh and Pat
O'Neill would like to thank all the parents
for their support throughout the year.

U-14's
Pride of place this year goes to our U-14
team who were desperately unlucky not
to win a County title. In the Paddy Grace
Feile competition they played a magnifi-
cent final against a highly fancied
Dicksboro side. The Boro proved much
stronger in the replay and had a comfort-
able win. The sides were destined to
meet again in the Championship, again
in the Final. Amazingly the sides finished
level again after another superb game of

hurling. The replay was a much closer
affair this time but again a very talented
Boro side, led by Ollie Walsh, grandson
of the legendary Thomastown and
Kilkenny goalkeeper, proved too strong
for a game Thomastown side.
The Club also attended Feile Peil na nÓg
in Wicklow and for the second year run-
ning won their division of the competition.
Well done also to Dylan Waugh who rep-
resented his club and county so well in
the National Feile Skills competition fin-
ishing runner up to the eventual winner
from Clare.  Dylan capped a great year
for the Thomastown under-14's by being
selected on the County under-14
Forristal Cup Team.

Minor
Thomastown's minor hurlers tried to
make a breakthrough in Roinn A. They
began the year with a loss to Clara but
followed it up with a very impressive 2-9
to 0-10 win away to Inistioge. A walk-over
from Conahy Shamrocks was enough to
bring the side into phase two of the
league where they would face eventual
champions, Dicksboro. The game against

the 'Boro caused irreparable damage to
Thomastown's season's prospects, losing
four players to injury for the rest of the
league campaign. Unfortunately the side
failed to make it past Piltown in the first
round of the championship.

Off Field Activities
Off the field, the Club received planning
permission to upgrade the dressing
rooms and provide protective netting
behind the goals on the adult pitches. A
hurling wall will also be built and a new
machinery shed constructed at the rear
of dressing rooms. Grennan was again a
hive of activity all year with every corner
of the complex brought into use to cater
for the hundreds now playing games. It
was heartening to see the involvement of
so many parents especially when other
clubs visited Grennan for tournaments.
The club hosted a number of major inter
club matches notably the Shamrocks /
Carrickshock county quarter final. The
Kilkenny Senior Squad also trained there
during the summer and ten county
Development squad sessions were held
as well as the Summer Camps.
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Grennan

Seamus Fry League Winners
Back: Mick Walsh, Edward O'Keeffe, Cathal O'Neill, Peter Blanchfield, Colin Conway, John Barron, James
Burke, Eamon O' Donnell, Eamon Foristal, Daniel Monkes, Padraig Lennon, Pat O Neill.
Front: Paul Burke-Kelly, Joe Walsh, Chris Hynes, Adam Doran, Aaron Somers, Jamie Lanigan, Robbie
Donnelly, Dylan Caulfield, John Donnelly, Alan Cullen, Thomas Delahunty.

Thomastown -   Feile Peil na nOg winners in Wicklow
Back: Adrian Burke, Michael Donnelly, Jamie O'Hara, Ken Kinsella, Dylan Waugh, Kevin Stapleton, Robert
Skehan, Philip Moore, Richard Waugh, Conor Behan, Jake Egan, Sean Farrell, Richard Moore.
Front: Eoin Manning, Michael McDonald, Cormac Wafer, Kevin Butler, Michael Kavanagh, Luke Blanchfield,
Mark Walsh, Gary Mason, Thomas O'Hanrahan, Barry Whelan, Joss Moran, Robert O'Hanrahan, Dylan
Walsh, Jim O'Connor.
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Club Officers 2006
President:         Dick Walsh (Church)
Chairman: Dick Walsh
Secretary: Simon Walton
Treasurer: Tom Cleere
Juvenile Chair: Derek Holmes
Juvenile Sec: Mary Hogan
Juvenile Treas: Catherine Holmes

On the Playing Field
The senior team under the guidance of
manager Liam Keoghan were beaten in
the quarter-final of the championship by
James Stephens in atrocious weather
conditions at John Locke Park Callan. In
the St. Canices Credit Union Senior
Hurling League they got off to a poor
start losing to Young Irelands and
Fenians. They beat Carrickshock and
drew with Dunnamaggin and Graig-
Ballycallan. They defeated St. Martins in
the first round of  the championship. The
Special Junior team played nine matches
in the J.J. Kdvanagh & Sons North Junior
A Hurling League but failed to qualify for
the knockout stages of the competition.
They beat James Stephens in the cham-
pionship but lost to St. Lachtains on the
Northern semi-final. Our U-21 team
played James Stephens in the champi-
onship but were not successful.

Juvenile Activities
There was plenty of activity on the juve-
nile scene with teams from under 8 right
through to minor taking part in the vari-
ous competitions. The U8’s had numer-
ous challenge matches and they also
won the shield find in the Dicksboro tour-
nament. The U-10 team also played chal-
lenge games and tournaments. They
were beaten in the shield final in the
James Stephens tournament and in the
final of the Paulstown tournament but
won the Cloneen tournament. The U-11’s
took part in the camaint competition and
really enjoyed their day in Nowlan Park.
The U-12 team played in the summer
tournament and also in the Callan tour-
nament. The U-13 team played in the
schools competition, which fielded a very
young team.

More Juvenile Games
At U-14 level the team won the Carigeen
11 a side shield on the all weather pitch.
This team reached the semi-final of the
league but were beaten by Kilmacow.
They were beaten by St. Lactains in the
championship. The U-16 team were
beaten by O’Loughlins in the semi-final
of the league and they lost to Mullinavat
in the first round of the championship.
Tullaroan’s most successful under age
team for 2006 was the minor team. They
reached the final of the League where
they were beaten by Windgap/Galmoy.
This match was played in terrible weath-
er conditions. They were beaten in the

championship by the Fenians.

Club Development
Members of the club took part in a club devel-
opment course in March of this year. This
course was held in the community centre and
given by Conor Denieffe and Sinéad
Curran. Barry Hickey also attended.
Planning permission has been granted
by Kilkenny County Council for the con-
struction of new dressing rooms and
funding has been approved by the
Department of Arts. Sports and Tourism
for this project. It is hoped to commence
work early in 2007.
County Players
Tommy Walsh and Stephen Maher won
Walsh Cup, National League, Leinster
and All-Ireland medals with the Kilkenny
senior team. Tommy also won an inter
provincial medal with Leinster. Martin
Walsh was a member of the Kilkenny
minor team and won a Leinster medal.
Sam Holmes was a member of the

Kilkenny U-16 team in the Nenagh Co-op
tournament and Padraig Walsh was a
member of the Kilkenny u-14 team in the
Tony Forristal tournament. Paul Buggy
and Padraig Walsh won Féile na nGael
All-Ireland handball medals.

Fundraising
The club held its fourth annual Golf
Classic in Rathdowney and once again
proved to be a great social outing as well
as a vital fundraiser. The ‘Play for the
Park’ lotto, the Hurlers Co-op draw and
the Christmas draw were the other main
sources of income. The main fundraisers
for Bord Na Nóg were the ‘Bag Packing’
and the Silver Circle draw.

Obituaries
The sympathy of the club is extended to
the families of Billy Hennesssy. John
Cuddihy, Paddy Wall, Peg Kerwick,
Margaret Fegan and Philomena Hulme.
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Tullaroan Camaint 2006
Front: Tommy Walton, Dylan Simpson, Sean Buggy, Ella Moore, Joey Walsh, Aidan Cleere, Martin Keoghan,
Sam Grace, Liam Teehan, Bill Gaffney.
Middle: Tommy Walsh, Niall Buggy, Jason O’Riordan, Bill Cuddihy, Jim Moore, Miriam Walsh, Robert O’Flynn,
Liam Lanigan.
Back: Patrick Grace, Jack Keoghan, John Walton, David Sweeney, Shane Walsh, Kieran Lanigan, Bob
Cuddihy, Kevin Maher.    Missing from photo: Diarmuid Doheny, Daniel Mullally, John Dooley.

Tullaroan U-8 team – Shield Winners - Dicksboro Tournament
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Club Officers 2006
President: Matt O'Brien
Vice Presidents: Fr. M Norton, M Moore,
J Phelan, J Kennedy.
Chairman: Pat Lyng
Vice-chairman: Eamon Phelan
Secretary: Shem Cummins
Asst Secretary: Kieran Barron
Treasurer: Joe Conway
Asst Treasurer: John Barron
Lotto & First Aid Paddy Gaule
PRO: Ger Mullally
Trainer: Tom Duggan
Co. Board Del: Jim Ryan
Bd na nOg Chair: Billy McGrath

Junior Hurling
The Junior hurlers won their first south-
ern title in nine years with victories over
Slieverue and Piltown. In the county final
we came up against Danesfort who just
got the breaks on the day and claimed
victory by a single point. Tullogher also
contested the League Final but went
down to Bennettsbridge by the same
margin after a replay.

Junior B Hurling
The Junior B hurlers had a good start to
the year winning all their league games
but lost out at the semi final stage to the
Rower Inistioge. In the championship we
were defeated at the Southern semi final
stage to Mooncoin by 5 points.

Junior Football
The junior footballers failed to make the
knockout stages on scoring difference
after two defeats to Kilmacow and
Windgap and victory over Danesfort.

County Players, Mentors and Officials
Congratulations must go to both Pat
Hartley and Richie Dollard and being part
of the victorious Kilkenny All Ireland win-
ning U-21 team.Well done to Seamus
Hartley who was again a selector on the
Kilkenny minor team.

Young Ones Do Well!
2006 was a busy years for the Tullogher-

Rosbercon under age. The U-10s per-
formed very well in the New Ross district
League finishing gallant runners up in
Division 2. This was the first year that
this league was run within the new "Go
Games". It was an enjoyable and new
experience for all involved. The club was
fortunate to receive sponsorship for a
new strip for the U-10s and U-12s. The
jerseys which were launched in July
were sponsored by Eamon and Kathleen
Moran of Kavanagh's Newsagents New
Ross (at U-10 level) and by Matt O'Brien
of Prochem Engineering (at U-12 level).
To fill a void for the U-12s in terms of
competitive matches the Juvenile
Committee decided to run an U-12
League throughout September and
October. This league involved six clubs in
the south of the county. The U-12s per-
formed very well in this league, losing
narrowly to a very good Ballyhale side in
the semi-final. The trophy for this league
(which will run annually) was dedicated
to the memory of Richie Young, a man
who gave many years to the club as a
player, coach and selector at underage. 

Underage Games
The U-14 Hurlers had a disappointing

season failing to win any of their games.
The U-16 Hurlers reached the county
semi final but met a strong Kilmacow
team. They also qualified for the shield
final.
In the first round the minors had a great
victory over Barrow Rangers but were
beaten at the quarter final stage by The
Emeralds. 

Fundraising
We wish to thank all of our sponsors who
assisted in the raising much needed
funds for the club this year. Our main
fund raising event was a Dog Night held
in Kilcohan Race Track in Waterford last
March. Much praise is due here to those
committee members that participated in
the organising of the event that was a
resounding success.
Great thanks also go to the club's main
sponsors Paddy Ryans and Hartley
Transport for their generosity during the
year.

Condolences
We wish to offer our condolences to the
families of former players, club members,
club officers and committee members
that have passed away during the year.
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Tullogher Rosbercon U-12 2006
Back: David Caulfield (coach), Matt O'Brien (sponsor), James Ryan (coach), 
Middle: Siobhain Dollard, Max Jeffcock-Schwartz, David Manning, Robert Hartley, Sarah Ryan, Conor Hartley,
Edmund Walsh, Anthony Cotterell. 
Front: Mark Lawlor, Eoin Quirke, Rory Byrne, John Walsh, Padraic McGrath, Kevin Hennessy, Sean Murray,
Billy Ryan, Liam Walsh.

Liam Aylward, T.D.
Greetings to all my Supporters

Well Done, Kilkenny &
Shamrocks!

tullogher  04/12/2006  10:56  Page 1



Successful Minor Experiment
It was the club's minor hurlers who pro-
vided the highlight of the year. Due to a
lack of numbers at U-18 level it was ini-
tially thought that we would be unable to
field a team. But after some hard work by
officials from both clubs it was arranged
that Windgap and Galmoy would amalga-
mate and field a combined team. Wins
over Mountrath, Ballyhale Shamrocks,
Tullaroan and Graigue Ballycallan quali-
fied the team for the league final.
Unfortunately the good run could not be
extended to the championship, losing to
the Emeralds 1-12 to 1-10. The league
final against Tullaroan took place in
Kilmanagh in terrible conditions, but  with
a display of great spirit and skill the
Windgap/Galmoy lads won on a 3-6 to 1-
10 scoreline.

Junior A Progress
After a poor league campaign, the Junior
As once again saved their best perform-
ances for the championship. Narrow vic-
tories over a highly fancied Shamrocks
team and Graiguenamanagh set up a
South final meeting with near rivals
Carrickshock. The Windgap lads pro-
duced a great display to retain the trophy
on a 1-13 to 0-7 scoreline. The county
final proved a bridge too far however, as
they were beaten by a strong Graigue-
Ballycallan side.

High Hopes Dashed
The Junior team enjoyed a good start to
the year, and qualified for the knockout
stages of the All County League, losing
to Conahy in the semi-final.
Hopes were high for the championship,
and the team qualified for a South quar-
ter final against Kilmacow, which was
won by an injury time goal.  In the South

semi-final an in-form Piltown side were
too strong on the day, winning on a 1-16
to 1-7 scoreline. 
The junior footballers played some excel-
lent football in reaching the quarter finals
of the championship, before going down
to a physically stronger Ballyragget side
in a game played in dreadful conditions.

A Great Year for the Juveniles
At juvenile level the club had another
successful year. A team was entered in
the boys School Football for the first time
in many years, and they are currently in
semi final. The girls also participated in
the Schools Football and did very well to
win their County Final.
In hurling, the school team reached the
Roinn D semi final before going down to
eventual winners Dunnamaggin in a
replay.
There were great wins in the U-9 hurling
tournament in Roanmore, the  under ten
indoor hurling league in Thomastown,
and also in the inaugural U-12 Roinn B
Astro Turf league Under lights in
Carrigeen. 
The club participated in the Go Games,
and the  Camaint team played in a final
in Nowlan park, while indoor hurling con-
tinued every Friday night with visiting
teams and away trips to Hugginstown.
In the U-14 championship Gowran
proved too strong and the U-16s, despite
the welcome addition of a number of
girls, went down to Kilmacow.

Wonderful Support
Great credit is due to all who
helped/trained these teams during the
year, especially Simon Brophy, Michael
O'Shea, Pat Walsh, Gerard Doyle,
Michael Grace, John Lyons, John Ryan,
Jimmy Walsh, PJ Egan and Pat

Lonergan.

Handball Achievements
In handball, the highlight was Eoin Ryan,
partnered by Ciaran Neary (Talbots Inch),
winning the U-17 Doubles All-Ireland
Final. Claire Moore and Claire Comerford
were unlucky to be beaten in the Girls U-
17 Doubles All-Ireland final.
The girls U-14 team represented the
county in the Feile Finals in Cork while
Claire Comerford, Claire Moore, Julie
Walsh, Katie O'Gorman, Nichola Moore,
Claire Grace and Catherine Foley were
among the medal winners at county
level.
Sean Foley and Cian Ryan were part of
the Kilkenny 40 X 20 team who were
beaten by Cork in the All-Ireland semi
final. Cian was later part of the team to
beat Cork in the 60 X 30 final. 
In off field events, the club's annual Golf
Classic was held in Mountain View Golf
Club. Many thanks to all who helped to
supported the event and to those sup-
porting the local Lotto and other club
draws.

Condolences
During the year the death occurred of
John Joe Egan, who sadly passed away
after watching his son PJ train the win-
ning minor team. Eileen Power, an excel-
lent camogie player in her day also
passed away as did Sean Ryan, a long-
time loyal supporter of the club. 
Ar dheis De go raibh said.

Communications
To keep up to date on news/event,
including the proposed developments to
the club facilities, log on to the clubs
website www.windgap.kilkenny.gaa.ie
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Windgap Astro Turf League Winners
Back: Simon Brophy, Trainer, Kieran Power, Michael Power,Sean Foley, Cian Ryan, Patrick Moore, Clare Grace, Kieran Purcell, Michael O'Shea, Trainer.
Front: Paul Comerford, Darren Walsh, William Phelan, Gary Lyons, James Vaughan, Paraic Walsh, Laura Moore.

Windgap  04/12/2006  10:59  Page 1



Early season training was given a great
boost with the installation of flood lights
in the pitch.  Thanks is due to the many
willing volunteers who carried out this
work with minimum disruption to activi-
ties.  The floodlights are of great benefit
to all teams who train at either end of the
year.

Committee Work
Our field committee worked hard keeping
grass cut and ensuring everything was in
good shape for matches and training
sessions. Our development committee
has worked hard on a development proj-
ect for our club and we hope that the
coming year will see this plan gain some
momentum.
Ensuring that the financial side of the
club is kept afloat is an ongoing task and
the finance committee again organised a
successful golf classic.
Our social committee organised a very
successful dinner dance in March at
which John Knox NT was presented with
the Hall of Fame award for his dedication
to the promotion of our games in the
school during his time as Principal. 
Each week the club keeps the parish
abreast of weekly matches and events
through the space kindly given in the
Parish newsletter. For this we are grate-
ful as we are to all our sponsors.

Field of Play
Our senior side did well getting to third
place in the league only to be beaten by
O Loughlin Gaels in the first round of the
championship. The Special Juniors went
down to St Lactains in the championship.
Great work continues to be carried out at
under age level and  many enjoyable
games were played from under 6  to
minor grades. Teams from under 12
down played in a number of  blitzes dur-
ing the year. The work being carried out
at this level is vitally important as we
build towards the future.
From under 14 to minor level we compet-
ed very well in the league and champi-
onship but unfortunately defeat in crucial
matches by a solitary point became  far
too common an occurrence this season.
Our under 14s began the year by playing
in the 10 a side Carrigeen Tournament.
This hurling helped the boys greatly in
their league and championship games.
This group had a very successful league
campaign but went down to
Bennettsbridge in the final. They went on
to reach the semi final of the champi-
onship and played  Kilmacow in a keenly
contested game. Despite their best
efforts they lost by a single point.

The under 16s
were very competi-
tive in the league
but they went
down to Barrow
Rangers in the
semi final by  one
point.  They lost
out by the same
margin again in an
exciting champi-
onship tie with old
rivals Conahy.  The
minors had an
unbeaten run to
reach the league
final against Blacks
and Whites.
Having dominated
the game Gowran
went in to injury
time with that all
too dangerous
two point lead.
Sure enough
with the last
puck of the
game the
Skeough boys
dropped the
ball to the back
of the net to
snatch victory.
Well done to all
those who
worked tireless-
ly with these
teams, in par-
ticular trainers
Ollie Carter,
Gary Farrell
and Charlie
Carter.  
Well done to Michael Walsh who was a
part of the Kilkenny Under 16 squad dur-
ing the season.

Club activities
In September representatives of our
young hurlers and camogie players took
part in the Park Live TV Programme.  In
compiling the footage for the programme
the filming team spent an afternoon in
the village capturing the essence of all
that combines to make our club and
parish what it is  ñ  from the Racecourse
to St Maryís Church to the hurling pitch
itself. Michael Lennon had the honour of
being pitted against Clare great Anthony
Daly for the skills section of the program.
All those who attended the studio filming
had a most enjoyable evening.

During the summer the club were pre-

sented with a defibrillator courtesy of
Jane Williams and staff of Gowran Park
Racecourse.  In conjuction with this
twelve club mentors attended a course in
CPR and the use of the defibrillator. 

With  D J Carey announcing his depar-
ture from the intercounty scene this year
it was the first year in a long while that
we have had no representative on the
county senior panel.  Along with all
Kilkenny supporters we thank DJ for the
many magical moments and the wonder-
ful memories we are left with. 

The club congratulates any members
who got engaged or married during the
year and those who had new arrivals to
their families.
Our sympathies go to those who suffered
bereavements.
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Young Irelands U 11 camaint
Front:  Eoin Murphy, M J Kelly Horgan, Danny Kealy, Sean Lynch

Middle:  J P Treacy, Sean Farrell, Philip Dreeling, Michael J Comerford, Paul Delahaunty
Back Row:  Sean O Neill, Bill Brennan, Michael Dunne, Peter Hutchinson

Morrissey Motors, Kilkenny sponsored a set of jerseys for the u16 and minor teams.
Pictured at presentation:  Gary Farrell (Trainer), Gary Byrne, Eoghan Farrell (Morrissey
Motors), J J Lennon, Willie Delaney (Chairman), Darragh Phelan (Morrissey Motors),

Charlie Carter (Trainer)

Y Irelands Notes  04/12/2006  11:02  Page 1



The year 2006 marked the Silver Jubilee of the Lisdowney
Coca-Cola Sevens and the event was honoured by the pres-
ence of Mr. Nicky Brennan, President of the GAA. Mr.
Brennan has many memories of this popular tournament.
“My first visit to the Sevens was in 1986,” he fondly remem-
bered. “I was manager of the successful Conahy team which
won the Sweeney Cup. Little did I think that I would return 20
years later as President of the GAA. Back in 1982 Larry
Hamilton, Eamonn Dunne and Eamonn Nolan (Coca-Cola)
started this tournament to promote under-age hurling. Little
did they think, either, that they would still be here, 25 years
later, taking charge. It is in places like this that the young
players get the necessary grounding to start them on the
road to Croke Park and All-Ireland success.” Proof of this, he
emphasised, was the presence of Jackie Tyrell with the
McCarthy Cup. Back in 1995, Jackie & Eoin McCormack
were part of the victorious James Stephens team. On the
path to victory they had to contend with upcoming players
such as James ‘Cha Fitzpatrick, Eoin Reid, Tommy Walsh,
Shane Hennessey, Aidan Fogarty and Brian Barry. He also
noted that 3 years earlier, Henry Sheflin, Michael Kavanagh,
James Ryall and JJ Delaney were trodding the same sod. 
“Well done to Lisdowney Club and to Coca-Cola, who are
good friends of the GAA,” he concluded.                                 
This year 32 teams from Kilkenny, Tipperary, Laois, Kildare

and Galway were taking part on three consecutive Saturdays
in September. The first round losers took part in the Kilkenny
Supporters Club Shield. The winners of the Shield were
Barrow Rangers, having beaten O’Loughlin Gaels,
Ballingarry, St. Martins and Danesfort along the way.               
The Sweeney Cup champions this year were Clara. On their
victory march they beat Emeralds, Mooncoin, Borris-in-
Ossory, Graigue-Ballycallan and Mullinavat. Clara player,
Conor O’Shea was the worthy winner of the Best Player
Award.        
The local Parish Sevens provided great entertainment with 6
teams of boys and girls from the 3 schools taking part. In the
final Andrew Hickey’s team had a narrow victory over
Edward Kenny’s team. In the Hennessy Medals final Ciarán
Bergin’s team defeated Clare Phelan’s team.                          
Co. Chairman, Mr. Ned Quinn spoke on behalf of the guests
by thanking the organisers for their great work in the promo-
tion of hurling. He noted that it is now well established that
most Kilkenny players in all grades will have played in the
Lisdowney Sevens.
Lisdowney Chairman, Peter Tallis, spoke on behalf of his fel-
low officers and members of the Club and welcomed all the
teams, their mentors and supporters. He had a special wel-
come for guest of honour Mr. Nicky Brennan, to whom he
made a special presentation and hoped that all-Ireland
Sunday augured well for his Presidency. He also welcomed
Mr. Ned Quinn, Ch. Co. Board, Pat Dunphy, Secretary, Barry
Hickey, Development Officer, Joe Pyke Ch. Bórd na nÓg,
John Mackey Ch. Supporters Club and Jackie Tyrell,
Kilkenny captain. He thanked all Club members who did
Trojan work over the past three weeks, the very busy Ladies
Committee, all the sponsors and referees Podge Butler and
Sean Brennan. He made a special presentation to Larry
Hamilton (Sevens Sec.), Eamonn Dunne (Sevens PRO) and
Eamonn Nolan (Regional Manager Coca-Cola) to mark their
25 years in charge of the Sevens.
Larry Hamilton introduced all the speakers and had a special
word of thanks for the media for their invaluable help over
the years.
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“Sevens” Silver Jubilee

Sweeney Cup Winners – Clara
Back: Eamonn Nolan (Coca-Cola), Peter Tallis (Club Ch), Ned Quinn (Co. Ch), Nicky Brennan
(President GAA), Larry Hamilton (Sevens Sec.), Eamonn Dunne (Sevens PRO), PJ Kenny (Club Tr.).
Middle: John Murphy, David Carroll, Conor O’Shea (Best Player), Ciarán Casey, Brian Delaney.
Front: Jack Langton, Shane Cassin, Ciarán Prendergast (Capt), Paul Murphy, Noel Kehoe.

Kilkenny Supporters Club Shield Winners – Barrow Rangers
Back: Nicky Brennan (President GAA), John Mackey (Ch. Kilkenny Supporters Club).
Middle: Kevin Brennan, Michael Whitely, Daniel O’Neill, Ciarán Doyle, Michael Lonergan.
Front: John Brennan, Niall Walsh, Tom Brennan (Capt), Eugene Kealy, Aaron Nolan.

Lisdowney Shield Winners – Andrew Hickey’s Team
Back: Conor Brennan (Organiser), PJ Kenny (Treasurer), Bridget Nolan (Coca-Cola), Eamonn Dunne
(Sevens PRO).
Middle: Jack Dunphy, Edward Connery, Kevin Sweeney, Kate Delaney.
Front: John Brennan, Andrew Hickey (capt), Darragh Mackey, David Fitzpatrick.

Sevens Report  04/12/2006  11:06  Page 1
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Kildalton - Double Champions!
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COUNTY FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP ACTION
Eoin Hennessy
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Football Gallery

Erin’s Own - County SF Champions 2006
Back: Adam Holden, Joe Meagher, David Dunne, Eoin Rothwell, Ronan Ryan, Barry Dunne.
Middle: Peter Boran, Fergal O’ Neill, Paddy Shortall, Steven Dwyer, Paul Mullins, Ken Brennan, Donal Mealey, Eddie Brennan, David Buggy, Larry O’ Neill, James
Farrell, Paddy Phelan.
Front: Damien Mullins, Micheál Coogan, Gordon Byrne, Martin Boran, Donal Dunne, Shay Kennedy, Liam Shore, Danny Byrne, Michael Owens, Peter Donovan.

St. Lachtain’s - Intermediate Football Championship & League Winners 2006.
Back: Richard Costelloe, selector, John Costelloe, Darren Burke, Mark Nolan, Mark Bowden, Jonathan Doheny, Ger Dalton, John Flynn, Jim Marnell, vice-chairman

and first-aid.
Centre: Gavin Anderson, Pat Anderson, chairman and selector, Eoin Guinan, James Meagher, Noel Hickey, James Kavanagh, Paul Costelloe, Jamie Kennedy, Pat

Morrissey, Robbie Dowling, Martin Power. 
Front: Mark Kavanagh, Ollie O’Connor, Jim Costelloe, Niall Phelan, capt., Shane O’ Gorman, Shane McGree, Cian Waldron, Michael Kavanagh.

Photos - Eoin Hennessy
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Danesfort - County JF Champions 2006
Back: Fergal Daly (selector), Padraig Forrestal, Gavan O’Keeffe, Richie Devane, Paddy Hogan, Philip Walsh, Michael Moylan,, Paul Pembroke, Michael Cunningham,
Paul Murphy, Johnny Ryan, Peter Davis ( Manager-partly hidden), Padraig Daly, Brendan Donohue, Shane O’Neill, Derek Dooley, Maurice Woodcock, David Walsh,
Jason Cody, Sean Booth (Selector)
Front: Robbie Walsh, James Mullins, Tony Woodcock, Aaron Dunne, David Forrestal, Ciaran Walsh (captain), Tom Mahony, Liam Forrestal, Tommy Ryan, 
Marty McMahon.

Mullinavat - Senior Football Championship & League Finalists 2006
Back Row : John Farrell, Paul Aylward, Damien Aylward, Damien Reid, TonyDuggan,  Dinny Butler, John Paul Dungan.

Middle: Pat Farrell, Maurice Murphy, Michael Murphy, Ger Anthony, MicheálFarrell, Walter Burke, Andrew McGovern, Tomás Frisby, Liam Murphy.
Front: Michael Duggan, Conor Conway, Declan Duggan, Jamie Fennelly, Paddy Raftice, Willie O Dwyer, Nicky Anthony.
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Kilkenny Senior Footballers 2006
Back: Paddy Lucahy, Declan Duggan, Finbar O'Donovan, Padraig Treacy, Kieran Delaney, John Coonan, Michael Duggan. 
Middle: Fergal O'Neill, Paul Mullins, Michael Saunders, Paul Buggy, Alan Murphy, Paul Donnelly, Michael Lyons, Dan Brennan, Ger Mulcahy. 
Front: Gary Foley, Martin Dowling, Brendan Dooley, Declan Buggy, Paul Maher (Captain), Sean Flynn, Gordon Byrne, Philip Shore.(Photo:  Eoin Hennessy)

Railyard - County SF League  Champions 2006
Back: David O’ Neill, Jim Dowd, Paul Roche.
Middle: Ronan Walsh, Paraic Dowd, Nigel Dowd, Eoin Boran, Noel Roche, Anthony Holohan, Damien Walsh, Sean Brennan, Kevin Phillips, Eddie Roche,
Jimmy Roche, Sean Dowd, Martin Dowd & Daughter (Selector).
Front: Martin Kelly (Manager), Joe Coogan (Selector), Patrick Holohan, Steve Mahon, Alan Hosey, Caleb Roche, John Dowd (Capt), Noel Lawlor, Ian Booth,
Philip Roche, Liam Mooney (Chairman).

Football Gallery  04/12/2006  11:22  Page 3



At the official reception on 1st September 1957 in the Hollybrook
House Hotel, Clontarf, for the All-Ireland winning Kilkenny team,
the choice for dessert(or sweet as it was then known) was Fruit
Jelly with cream or Sherry Trifle with cream.

I wasn’t there so how do I know? I have a copy of the menu which
I received from some benefactor who was aware of my hobby of
collecting GAA memorabilia, match programmes, books, cuttings
and whatever you’re having yourself.

The late great Tom Ryall once asked me if I chose collecting GAA
programmes as a hobby? Not consciously. An uncle tells me that
as a 3 year-old, I spotted programmes in his house and had to
have them. An uncle by marriage, who won a minor All-Ireland with
Tipp, gave me an album of a Tipp 3-in-a-row team, which was a
treasured possession until destroyed inadvertently by my mother
while I was in college.

My earliest memory is of being brought by my father  to matches in
McDonagh Park, Nenagh. Another memory of the same period rec-
ollects a meal in the then Glenmorgan Hotel, Thurles, before a
county final.What a rare treat that was then! On Sundays when no
matches were available locally we listened to radio commentaries,
where the magical- sounding names of Heaslip and McGovern still
resonate. 

Visits by a grandmother to our house led to tension. When she
wanted to listen to “Irish Requests”, I wanted to hear “Sports
Stadium”. Before she  read her daily paper, the Irish Independent, I
would have cut out “The Sports Star of the Week” or the profiles of
players in the week prior to All-Irelands. Yes! I was that little mon-
ster!

Match programmes are primary sources from which much can be
learned. Here are some examples;
In the 6 All-Ireland football finals, contested by Wexford 1913-18,
there was a man who was substitute for all 6 finals and didn’t play
in any of the finals.
An Australian-born player in 1925 added an All-Ireland football
medal to the hurling one he won in 1923.
A man was appointed Archbishop of Perth(Western Australia) 11
years after he had helped Kerry to an All-Ireland title.
A 16 year-old scored 7-66 in 9 games during the Laois senior hurl-
ing championship of 2005.
Why the Garryspillane club in Limerick is called the Bouncers.
The well-known inter-county hurler who won county championship
medals over 5 decades.
The man who played legally for at least 20 clubs in Clare, Limerick,
Cork, Dublin, Birmingham, London, Toronto, New York, San
Francisco, Los Angeles and Chicago.
The team’s sub-goalie who was involved in his 25th Senior county
final in 2005, winning 12, losing 11 and drawing 2.
The first Meath hurler to win a Railway Cup medal on the field of
play or Carlow’s Railway Cup hurlers.
The club hurling manager recently in the news who scored 3-6 in
the All-Ireland Colleges semi-final of 1974.
And more, much more.

Let’s turn to the minor club that won 3 county finals in-a-row in
1982, 83 and 84. Ten years later only 6 players from that era still
played the game. Another 8 resided elsewhere in Ireland, while the
remaining 44 players were exiled in England, Australia and the
U.S. 

Still on the theme of emigration we learn that in 1960 the GAA in

London had 73 clubs
and a playing member-
ship of over 4000. The
association owned its
own fields in South
London at Avery Hill
Road, New Eltham,
and the following generous councils hired   their playing pitches to
clubs throughout the playing season; London County Council,
Dagenham Borough Council, Hayes and Harlington UDC, Chertsey
UDC, Slough UDC, Watford Borough Council and Tottenham
Borough Council. “Perfidious Albion” was a recurring slogan in Irish
society at that time, with no acknowledgement of the above exam-
ples of generosity and open-mindedness on the part of our nearest
neighbour.

My collection of programmes is far from being comprehensive. I
have a complete run of All-Ireland hurling finals from 1959 to date
with the exception of 1983. I have some earlier final programmes,
including 1937, 1947 and 1949. My All-Ireland football final collec-
tion begins with the final of 1958 when Dublin defeated Derry.
I collect programmes from every county. I have all Kilkenny County
hurling finals from 1975 to date, with a couple of earlier years also
in my possession. I have many duplicates and if anyone wants to
swap programmes they can contact me at the e-mail addresses or
mobile phone number supplied at the end of this article.

It is estimated that approximately one-third of the attendance at a
match will purchase a programme. When I go to a game, I buy a
minimum of 3 programmes which allows 2 for swapping. Some
people don’t take their programmes with them at the end of a
match. If a  schoolgoing boy or girl wants to get started in collect-
ing programmes a trawl through the seats in the stand after a
match, should provide sufficient copies to retain and swap.

I am asked to write articles for programmes produced by my local
club O’Loughlin Gaels. Our club prepares programmes for all
Kilkenny home matches and for all Kilkenny semi-finals and finals.
The profit returned from the sale of these programmes is used to
supply hurleys and sliotars at a reduced rate to members of the
club’s juvenile teams. This is my contribution to the development of
gaelic games in Kilkenny. I have also contributed articles to pro-
grammes in my native county of Tipperary.

I have had great fun and made many good friends through collect-
ing GAA memorabilia. I would like to thank the following friends
residing in Kilkenny who have given programmes to me;  Liam
Bolger, Ned Buggy, Jim Burke, Liam Burke, Denis Byrne, P.J.
Carter, Seamus Dowling, Eamonn Doyle, Larry Doyle, Dermot
Kavanagh, Cyril Keegan, Tom Lahart, Enda McEvoy, Joe Malone,
Michael Monagle, Damien O’Connell,Nicholas O’Connor, Seamus
O’ Doherty, Patrick O’Sullivan, Paddy Quinn and Bill Rooney and
Tom Scully.

My thanks also to Alan Aherne(Wexford), John
English(Mitchelstown), Eoin Kelly (Tipp), Walter Lawler(Laois),
John Leahy(Tipp), Joe McElvaney(Monaghan), Leo
McGough(Carlow), Micheal O Broin(Louth), John O’Regan(Dublin),
Sean O Suilleabhain(Leitrim), John Power(Waterford), Paddy
Quill(Kildare) and Donal Tinney(Sligo).
Sincerest apologies to anyone whom I have inadvertently omitted.

Jim Fogarty (086 1512946)
HYPERLINK "mailto:jsfogarty@eircom.net" jsfogarty@eircom.net

jim.fogarty@kilkennycoco.ie
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Fruit jelly with cream or
sherry trifle with cream?

The joys of programme collecting by County Librarian Jim Fogarty

Jim Fogarty
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DUGGAN STEEL UNDER 16
CHAMPIONSHIP/LEAGUE.

ROINN A CHAMPIONSHIP
As the League progressed, it became abun-
dantly clear that the big hitters would figure
prominently when the Championship came
steaming down the track. So it proved as
O'Loughlins, Dicksboro, and Mooncoin came
into the last four from a very good Roinn A
competition. It was great too to see emerging
clubs like St.Patricks from Ballyraggett and
Erins Own from Castlecomer standing upsides
with some of the big boys.
Eight teams went to post for the Roinn A title,
every one of them with a decent chance of
making a mark for themselves.
O'Loughlin Gaels faced James Stephens in
their quarter-final game, and after a titanic
encounter, the Northsiders, came away with a
highly acclaimed victory, winning by 2-12 to 2-
9.Danesfort who had laboured well in the
League, and had reached the semi-finals,
found Erins Own a mite tough as they capitu-
lated by 4-8 to 2-4. Even to be competing at
this level was some achievement for the 'Fort.
This kind of progress is testament to the hard
work being done over a few years by people
like Pat Treacy, Jim Fennelly and others. In
another superb game, Mooncoin just man-
aged to hold off the late surge of a very
impressive St.Patricks Ballyraggett team,
when winning by 1-11 to 1-10. But the team
they all had to beat, Dicksboro, came storming
through against St.Martins in their quarterfinal.
The city lads beating the hapless but brave
Muckalee lads by 4-12 to 0-8. Probably the
two best hurling games played in the county at

any level featured O'Loughlin Gaels against
Erins Own, and Dicksboro against Mooncoin
in the semi-finals. O'Loughlins were fortunate
to have got the decision as they trailed the
Comer lads by two points, coming into the last
minute of the game. A gaol by Andy Cantwell
sealed a victory that looked a distinct impossi-
bility minutes before. The Boro too had a
tough encounter against Mooncoin. The
favourites had to pull out all the stops to get
up on the line from a magnificent Mooncoin.
Dicksboro won that game  by 1-14 to 0-12,
with the score not reflecting the true value of
the encounter.
It was a sweet time for the Boro as they totally
demoralised their city rivals, O'Loughlin Gaels
in the Final, winning by 2-22 to 0-6.  

ROINN B CHAMPIONSHIP
In the Roinn B Championship, the surprising
factor was the showing of some of the tradi-
tional front-runners in under-age hurling over
the years. For instance, Ballyhale Shamrocks,
great club that they are, found themselves
totally out of their dept, when going under to
Piltown by a big score. The same could be
said of those perennial under-age battlers,
Graig Ballycallan, who found the going diffi-
cult, as they too, went down rather easily
against a very impressive Clara in their first
round game. But then I suppose, you can't be
having it good all of the time. Piltown, Clara,
and Conahy Shamrocks (barely) made it into
round two, after wins over Ballyhale
Shamrocks, Graig Ballycallan and Young
Irelands. 
In the second round, Thomastown (4-18) had
a good win over the Fenians (1-3); Barrow
Rangers (4-15) had five points to spare over a

hugely impressive Conahy (5-7); Clara beat
Dunnamaggan, while St.Lactains carried too
much power for a hard trying Glenmore. The
Rower Inistioge proved too good for Piltown,
and Lisdowney had six points to spare over
near neighbours, Emeralds. Wins for
Carrickshock and Mullinavat over John Lockes
and Tullaroan respectively saw them go into
the hat for the quarterfinals. 
It too Barrow Rangers two attempts at flooring
Thomastown. They drew their first encounter
(1-13 to 3-7), but they had plenty of daylight
between themselves and Thomastown second
time round. St.Lactains proved no match for a
vastly improved Clara in their game, while the
Rower Inistioge carried too much firepower for
the men from Lisdowney, winning by 2-14 to
1-9. Mullinavat had a fine win over
Carrickshock to clear their way to the semi-
finals, against the Rower lads.
The semi-finals were certainly battles between
"neighpour's childer". Clara just couldn't man-
age to catch a very impressive Barrow
Rangers as the blues won by 1-9 to 1-7. The
Rower Inistioge had plenty to spare when
defeating Mullinavat by 1-16 to 0-6.
In a terrific Final, the Paulstown lads, thanks
to great performances from Martin Bambrick,
Martin Dormer, Richard Doyle, and Jason
Holden, just got the better of the Rower
Inistioge, who also had super players in
James Cassin, Dean Keogh, Joe Lyng,
Thomas Grace, Pauric Fleming and Brian
Muldoon.
Barrow Rangers 2-11, Rower Inistioge 0-15.

ROINN C  CHAMPIONSHIP
The Roinn C Championship was fraught with
uncertainty, with clubs not too sure that they
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Big Hitters Come to Fore
Bord na nÓg Under 16 Report

Dicksboro - U16 Roinn “A” League & Champions 2006
Back: Eamon Campion, Gary Gaule, Peter Nolan, Jamie Lynch, Michael Hayes, Michael Kealy, Simon O’ Shea, Cian Tynan, David Gaule, Cillian Tynan, J.J. Hickey,      
Centre: Michael Cotter, Kevin Nolan, David Glynn, Eoin Prendergast, Oisin Walsh, Martin Gaffney, Daniel Kenny, Caimin Browne, Ciaran Gough, Sean Tyrell, Darren
Hogan, 
Front: Martin Gaffney, Mick O’ Flynn, Oige Fitzpatrick, Ollie Walsh, Phillip Byrne, Enda Malone, Jessie Waters, Sean Doherty, Frank Tynan, Simon Walton. 

Photos:  Eoin Hennessy
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would be in a position to field a team.
Because of the shortage of numbers, Windgap
found that they had to withdraw in their prelim
game. Galmoy too, were in the same boat

with their quarterfinal engagement against
Blacks & Whites. Slieverue (3-9) stormed to a
fine win over Cloneen (2-8) in their quarterfinal
outing. Kilmacow (5-7) were too strong for
Bennettsbridge (2-3), while Tullogher
Rosbercon and Graignamanagh had a rattling

battle to see which team would advance.
Eventually the Tullogher lads did, but not until
the Graignamanagh contingent had given
them the battle of their young lives. Tullogher

won by 4-18 to 4-14.
Slieverue beat Blacks & Whites by 4-10 to 3-
8, after a mighty struggle, but Kilmacow had
no such problems, as they easily took care of
the Tullogher lads by 3-17 to 0-5.
After the semi-finals, the considered opinion

was that while Kilmacow looked very promis-
ing, but that Slieverue looked a better deal for
the Final. 
And so it proved, as classy Slieverue stormed
to their first such Final in a long time, winning
b y 4-10 to 0-11, but it is a certainty that they
might not even have won the game if they had
not brought young impish camogie star,
Michelle Quilty into the game with fifteen min-
utes remaining. She bagged three goals!
Game set and match to a jubilant Slieverue.    

UNDER-16 LEAGUES.

DIVISION ONE
The first division of the Duggan Steel League
produced plenty of hurling, increased activity,
and a second chance saloon for all. In phase
one, the sixteen teams were competing for
position in the second phase of the competi-
tion. There were four groups of four teams,
with the top two teams in each group qualified
for the final stages of the League, while the
bottom two in each group qualifying for the
final stages of the Shield competion. 
Mooncoin qualified for the continuity League
with three victories against Thomastown,
Conahy Shamrocks, and James Stephens.
Thomastown were to go with them with two
wins over James Stephens and Conahy
Shamrocks. In Group two, Dicksboro, flying
high, had great wins over Tullaroan, Piltown
and Danesfort, and they were also joined from
that group by Piltown, who had wins over
Danesfort, and Tullaroan.
From Group three, Erins Own were the team.
They went nap against Lisdowney, Clara, and
St.Patricks Ballyraggett, while the Ballyraggett
outfit accompanied them after defeating Clara,
and Lisdowney.
Group four was a much tighter segment. The
Rower Inistioge had two fine wins over
O’Loughlin Gaels, and St.Lactains, and they
also drew with St.Martins. That draw was to
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Barrow Rangers  U16 Roinn “B” Championship Winners
Back: Ciaran Doyle,Kevin Brennan, Daniel O'Neill, Thomas Whitely, Sean McDonald, Michael Whitely.
Middle: Richard Doyle, Martin Bambrick, Patrick Drennan. Ger Walsh (captain), Thomas Brennan, Paraic

Cowman, Kevin Hennesy, Cathal Kenny.
Front: Jason Holden, John Brennan, Michael Lonergan, Damien Barcoe, Cathal English, Martin Dormer.

O’Loughlin Gaels  -County U16 Roinn “A” Finalists & Div 1 Shield Winners 2006
Back: Colm McPartland, Richie Mahony, Anthony Forristal, Darren Rowe, Paddy Butler, Kevin O’Brien, Ciarán Hickey, Robert Butler, Darryl Butler.
Middle :  Michael Hennebry, Gary Cody, Andrew Cantwell, Darragh Nolan, Eoin Grant, Shane O’Neill, Paddy Cantwell, Paddy Delaney, Mick McDonald.
Front : Stephen Forristal, Jack Wallace, Paddy O’Driscoll, Eddie Burke, Martin Gibbons, Evan Walsh, Michael Rice.
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prove very important. The same draw was
very important to St.Martins. They also drew
with St.Lactains, and beat O’Loughlin Gaels to
accompany the Rower Inistioge further along
the League road.
We then had Mooncoin, Piltown, Erins Own
and St.Martins in Group one of Division A,
while Dicksboro, Thomastown, Rower
Inistioge and St.Patricks were in Group two in
the same division. Both groups would play off
for two semi-final places between the top two
in both groups.
In Group one, Erins Own and Mooncoin came
rattling down the tracks with some great victo-
ries to their credit. Both of them beat Piltown
and St.Martins to qualify for their semi-finals. 
In Group two, highflying Dicksboro experi-
enced little trouble with wins over

Thomastown, St.Patricks Ballyraggett, and
Rower Inistioge. St.Patricks travelled with
them after good wins over Thomastown and
Rower Inistioge.
Erins Own beat the Ballyragget lads by 1-11 to
1-7 after a hard-fought encounter, while
Dicksboro beat Mooncoin, 0-13 to 0-6.
On Wednesday, August 9th. Dicksboro faced
Erins Own in the League Final. The greater
craft, and the better physique of the
Dicksboro, a star-studded outfit, won the day
and the game.
Dicksboro 2-12, Erins Own 1-5.
In the Shield, Conahy Shamrocks, O’Loughlin
Gaels, Lisdowney, and Danesfort competed in
Group one, while Tullaroan, James Stephens,
St.Lactains, and Clara faced each other in
Group two.

Danesfort had two wins (against O’Loughlins
& Lisdowney) and a draw in their games,
while O’Loughlin Gaels beat Lisdowney and
Conahy.
Tullaroan won all of their games in Group two,
while James Stephens won two games.
James Stephens beat Danesfort by 2-10 to 1-
8, and O’Loughlins beat Tullaroan by 7-14 to
7-4 – can you believe that score?
O’Loughlins held their nerve, and their scoring
abilities together for the Final against James
Stephens, whom they beat by 3-7 to 2-4.

DIVISION TWO.
Young Irelands from Gowran were undefeated
in their Group one games, beating the
Fenians, Emeralds, Graig Ballycallan and
drawing with John Lockes and Mullinavat.
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Blacks & Whites  - Div 3  U16 League Champions 2006
Back: Shay Foley, Mick Lennon, Niall Foley,  Darren Cleere, Mickey Moloney, Aidan O’Dowd, James Kennedy, Keith Doherty,  Michael Doyle, Thomas Drennan, Ann
Marie Lennon, Emma Carroll, Sinead Kelly, James Doyle, (Trainer) Dick Barcoe (Selector) 
Front:  Shannon Foley, Johnny Barcoe, (Selector) Emmet Foley, James Barcoe, Arron Foley, Joseph Kelly, Thomas Joyce, Michael Moloney, James Barcoe, Brian
Barcoe, Alan Murphy, Richie Barcoe, John Lennon, Trevor Murphy. 

Slieverue - County U16  “C”  Champions 2006
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Callan’s John Lockes fared equally with the
Gowran lads, with wins over Mullinavat,
Fenians, and Graig Ballycallan, and a draw
against Young Irelands. The Fenians and
Emeralds both ended up with six points from a
possible ten, to also qualify for the quarterfi-
nals. 
In Group two, Barrow Rangers were the form
team, and they underlined the fact with win-
ning all their games in their group. Glenmore,
showing plenty of great hurling abilities, won
matches against, Graignamanagh,
Dunnamaggan, Ballyhale Shamrocks and
Carrickshock. The aforementioned
Carrickshock also qualified with three wins
over Ballyhale Shamrocks, Graignamanagh,
and Dunnamaggan, while Ballyhale

Shamrocks also got into the quarterfinals by
virtue of two wins over Graignamanagh, and
Dunnamaggan.
Young Irelands (2-17) beat Ballyhale
Shamrocks (3-6); Barrow Rangers (6-16) beat
Emeralds (2-9); Carrickshock (4-11) beat John
Lockes (2-10); Glenmore (7-8) beat Fenians
((1-6), in the quarterfinals.
In the semi-finals, very close neighbours,
Young Irelands and Barrow Rangers fought
out a tough battle for the rite to participate in
the final. The Paulstown lads just got there by
a single point, winning by 1-9 to 2-5. The other
semi-final between Carrickshock and
Glenmore proved to be just as keenly fought,
with Carrickshock victorious by a single point
also. 

Carrickshock 4-5, Glenmore 2-10.
While Carrickshock gave of their best in the
final, they were no match for a rampant
Barrow Rangers who really put on a display of
committed, stylish hurling to win by 2-13 to
Carrickshock’s 2-3. 

DIVISION THREE.
In the Division three, Dicksboro, fielding a sec-
ond string easily qualified for their semi-final.
They were followed home by Blacks & Whites,
who had some nice wins over Bennettsbridge,
Galmoy and Cloneen. Tullogher and Slieverue
also made it to the semi-finals. 
Dicksboro knocked out Tullogher rather easily
with a score of 5-15 to 2-3, while Blacks &
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Erin’s Own -  Div 1 Football Champions 2006
Back: Aidan Moran, Sean Brennan, Thomas Keating, James Tynan, Stephen Kavanagh, Anthony Kavanagh, Martin Hawley, Pierce Dargan, Michael Carroll, Ciaran

McDermott, Conor Fogarty, Shay Kennedy
Front: Andrew Ring, Killian Brennan, Brian Deevey, Keith Renwick, Gerry Callinan, Cathal Murphy, Caomhan Dunne, Mikey Dwyer, Mark O’ Neill.

Conahy Shamrocks - Div 4  MF Champions 2006
Back: Brian Muldowney, Barry Waters, David Healy, Donal Brennan, Conor Whelan, James Murphy, Sean Delaney, David Buggy, Jimmy
Keohane, Gary Kavanagh, Padraig Harding, Paddy Mullan, Joe Keohane.
Front: James Delaney, Gearoid Whelan, Peter Vickery, Eoin Carroll, John Coady, Eoin Muldowney, Tom Mullan, Phillip Murphy, Aisling
Cass, Lorraine Cass, John Mullan, Stephen Brennan.
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Whites had a more difficult time in disposing
of the Slieverue challenge, as they won by 4-6
to 1-10.
In the Shield Final, Cloneen beat Kilmacow by
4-12 to 4-8 in a game that was very close up
to the last five minutes.    

FOOTBALL

DIVISION ONE
In Division one Erins Own and Dicksboro
qualified for the semi-finals with Danesfort and
Mooncoin. The Comer lads beat Danesfort,
while Mooncoin took care of the Boro. 

Erins own (0-9) beat Mooncoin (1-4) in the
Final.

DIVISION TWO
Railyard and St.Patricks stormed through from
Group “A” to accompany Piltown and the
Rower Inistioge in the semi-finals. The Rower
(2-4) knocked out the Railyard (0-7), while
Piltown (2-10) got over St.Patricks (3-6) nar-
rowly.

DIVISION THREE
John Lockes and Kilmoganny made it to the
semi-finals, and they were accompanied by
Mullinavat and Barrow Rangers. Mullinavat (3-

7) knocked out John Lockes (0-6), while
Barrow Rangers (5-9) beat Kilmoganny (0-2). 
Mullinavat (3-11) beat barrow Rangers (1-6) in
the Final.

DIVISION FOUR
Slieverue and Blacks & Whites accompanied
Conahy Shamrocks and Ballyhale Shamrocks
to the semi-finals. The Conahy (3-4) lads beat
Slieverue (0-2), while Ballyhale Shamrocks (5-
8) beat Conahy Shamrocks (0-3). 
Conahy won the battle of the Shamrocks, 5-7
to 0-3.
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Mullinavat - Roinn “C”  MF Champions 2006
Back: Mossy Jones, Ciarán Boyle, Ian Duggan, Joseph Fennelly, James Culleton, Daniel Malone, Mark McDonald, Pádraic Gahan,  Stephen Long,   
Raymond Doyle, Paul Culleton (Capt.), Michael Kent, Andrew Delahunty, Pádraic Frisby.
Front: Simon Aylward, Joseph Gahan, Daniel Davis, Gerard Malone, Thomas Aylward, Joey Byrne, David Murphy, Tommy Lanigan, James Walsh.

Duggan Steel Group Ltd.
Dublin Road, 
Kilkenny Ireland
Telephone +353-56-7722485
Facsimile  +353-56-7763411
E-mail: sales@duggansteelgroup.com 

http://www.duggansteelgroup.com
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CHAMPIONSHIP ROINN “A”.

There is no doubt that the headline- setting young under-14
hurlers from the Dicksboro club, set a tremendous pace for the
rest of their club colleagues to emulate, as they creamed their way
to the blue riband of under-14 hurling in the County.
Six high quality teams started out with ambitions of winning the
prestigious Roinn A title.
In the quarterfinals, Thomastown didn’t have it all their own way
as they were challenged by a sturdy O’Loughlin Gaels outfit.
Thomastown eventually won by 2-11 to 1-7, but they knew they
had been in a battle. James Stephens also survived against Clara
in their game, but they too had to fight a hard battle to get them
into the semi-finals. The city side won by 2-12 to Clara’s 2-5.
Both semi-finals aware total miss-matches, with Thomastown and
Dicksboro far too good for James Stephens and St.Patricks
Ballyraggett. Thomastown racked up 6-20, an amazing score,
against the hapless James Stephens, while Dicksboro were no
less effective, when they clattered 5-16 against the Ballyraggett
lads.
The Final between these two big hitters was eagerly awaited.
It took two attempts to separate the Thomastown and Boro lads.
In a high-octane encounter, the game went down to the wire with
not the width of a hayseed between them. Both sides displayed a
magnificent standard of hurling, and it was fitting that they both
deserved a second bite at the cherry. One would have to compli-
ment both sets of players and mentors, whose conduct on and off
the field was exemplary.
In the replay, Thomastown really could not kick-start their well-
oiled machine of the drawn game up to the required level, and
unfortunately for them, they had to accept a runner-up place,
against a team that was a credit to all involved. Without fear of

contradiction, many young players from both sides will be big stars
of the game in the not too distant future.

CHAMPIONSHIP ROINN “B”

Graig Ballycallan, Mullinavat and Erins Own qualified for the sec-
ond round with fine wins over Lisdowney, St.Martins, and Piltown.
St.Lactains looked good against Tullaroan in their second round
game, and against Carrickshock in their quarterfinal outing. John
Lockes took care of the Fenians challenge in the second round,
and had a fine win over Barrow Rangers in their quarterfinal.
Mooncoin too, looked impressive against Conahy Shamrocks, and
earned their ticket into the semi-finals with a comprehensive over
Erins Own, while Graig Ballycallan couldn’t have done any more
than beat deny Mullinavat in round two, and then took care of
Glenmore, to get themselves into the hat for the semi-finals.
John Lockes, playing a delightful brand of hurling, stormed into the
Final by beating St.Lactains by 3-10 to 1-9. Mooncoin had three
goals to spare over Graig Ballycallan, when they won their semi-
final game by 6-5 to 3-5.
In the Final, John Lockes from Callan thoroughly deserved their
win, when they proved a little too good for Mooncoin, winning by
7-8 to 3-3.
Hopefully, this is the start of rejuvenation in under-age hurling for
this once proud club.

CHAMPIONSHIP ROINN “C”

Young Irelands (v Windgap), Graignamanagh (v Blacks & Whites),
Bennettsbridge (v Galmoy), Kilmacow (v Tullogher Rosbercon),
Ballyhale Shamrocks (v O’Loughlin Gaels) and Dicksboro 2 (v
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Dicksboro Set the Pace
Bord na nÓg Under 14 Report Photos:  Eoin Hennessy

Dicksboro - County U14 Roinn “A” League, Championship & Féile Winners  2006
Back Shane Clohessy, Aidan Nolan, Hugh Walsh, Rory Glynn, William Gaffney, Darren Bawle, Sean Treacy, Ruairi Morrissey, James Gittens
Centre: Micky Walsh, Frank Nolan, Peter Turley, Evan Guilfoyle, Darragh Buggy, Denis Hogan, Michael Hayes, Pierre Morrissey, Mason Clifford, Gary Lynch, Richard
Mulrooney.
Front: Eoin Cantwell, Nicholas O’Shea, Ollie Walsh, Conor Maharaj, Gary Gaule,  J.J. Hickey, Cillian Buckley, Aaron Duggan, Eoin Gough.
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James Stephens 2) all won their way to the quarterfinals of the
Roinn “C” Championship.
Dicksboro beat Graignamanagh by 4-2 to 1-8 –could it be possible
that they might win this competition as well? Cloneen were a mite
unfortunate to go down to Bennettsbridge by 2-6 to 2-4, while
Ballyhale Shamrocks proved too strong against Slieverue, when
they clashed. Kilmacow got out by the skin of their teeth against
Young Irelands, when a single point separated them.
In the semi-finals, Kilmacow had a great “scrap” with the
Shamrocks, eventually winning by 1-7 to 1-2, but Bennettsbridge
were an ember too hot to handle for Dicksboro 2.
It took two games to separate Kilmacow Bennettsbridge.
Kilmacow 2-6, Bennettsbridge 1-9 was the score on the first day,
but Kilmacow made no mistake at the second time of asking, win-
ning by 5-6 to 2-4.

LEAGUE   UNDER-14

DIVISION ONE 

John Lockes, St.Lactains, Glenmore and Mooncoin were “co-
opted” into making up a two group Roinn “A” League competition.
In Group one, Thomastown went nap, as they collected maximum
points in their games against Glenmore, Mooncoin and James
Stephens. St.Lactains, apart from the defeat to Thomastown
bagged six points from eight, to enable them to participate in the
semi-finals. Glenmore had two fine wins over James Stephens
and Mooncoin, while Mooncoin had one win over James
Stephens.
In Group two, Dicksboro looked good as they had wins over
St.Patricks, John Lockes and Clara. O’Loughlins collected 4 points
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John Lockes - U14 Roinn “B” Hurling & Football Champions 2006
Back: Colin Mc Grath (Mentor), Carmel Roche (Mentor), Bicky Buckley, Graham Power,Jack Mc Dowell, JJ O’Keeffe, Thomas Og Roantree, Ryan O’Dwyer, Darren
Roche, Owen Mc Grath, Matthew Houlihan, Tony Delaney, Emma Hennessy, Derek Halley (Mentor), Jimmy Corcoran (Mentor).
Front: Niall Maher, JJ Corrigan, Jamie Bergin, Jason Corcoran, Jason Foran, Shane Bergin, DJ Bergin, Cathal Byrne, Peter Funcheon, David Phelan.

BBllaacckkqquuaarrrryyBBllaacckkqquuaarrrryy
Service Station
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Bennettsbridge Road
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from a win over Clara, and two draws with

St.Patricks and John Lockes. John Lockes
lost out to the city side on scoring aver-
ages, as they too, had one win (v Clara),
and two draws against O’Loughlins and
St.Patricks.
In the semi-finals, Dicksboro beat
Thomastown, 3-7 to 2-1- the Boro were to
prove the bane of the young Thomastown
lad’s hurling life. O’Loughlins were very
impressive beating St.Lactains by 6-12 to

2-3.

In the final, Dicksboro underlined their
superiority in the under-14 grade with a
clinical destruction of their city rivals,
O’Loughlin Gaels by 3-11 to 2-4.

DIVISION TWO.

In a League composed of sixteen teams
made up of four groups of four teams, it

was always going to prove difficult to
forecast whichever way the competi-
tion was going to pan out. 
In Group one, Lisdowney and the
Rower Inistioge cleared their first
hurdles on their way to the quarterfi-
nal stages. Tullaroan and Piltown
too, came roaring out of Group two,
and Emeralds and Graig Ballycallan
joined them after they qualified from
Group three. The final octet of teams
was made up of qualifiers, Barrow
Rangers, and Kilmacow who came
through from Group four.
The Emeralds(4-4) went down to
Rower Inistioge (6-10), Kilmacow (2-
6) had a point to spare over
Tullaroan (1-8), Graig Ballycallan (3-
17) had a little more to spare over
Lisdowney (0-7), while Barrow
Rangers (6-6) were very impressive
when taking care of the Piltown (0-5)
challenge.
Kilmacow looked every inch a seri-
ous outfit when beating a tough
Rower Inistioge by 1-6 to 0-8, while
Graig Ballycallan and Barrow
Rangers fought out a magnificent

semi-final, the Graig lads eventually
winning by 6-6 to Paulstoen’s 7-1.
The Final between Kilmacow and
Graig Ballycallan was a terrific
encounter, with both sides turning on

a superb brand of stylish hurling. 
Kilmacow eventually won by 6-2 to
3-6, but Graig Ballycallan lost noth-
ing in this defeat, as their team was
very young indeed, with many still
eligible for next season.

DIVISION THREE.

There were Three Groups taking
part in this Division. Bennettsbridge
and O’Loughlin Gaels qualified from
Group one; Young Irelands, and
Windgap accompanied them to the
quarterfinals from Group two, and
Ballyhale Shamrocks and Cloneen
came through from the five-team
Group three. 
With byes and such like, the semi-
finalists were Bennettsbridge,
Cloneen, Young Irelands, and
Shamrocks.
Bennettsbridge (3-4) took care of
Cloneen (0-7), and Young Irelands
won their way into the Final, when
beating Shamrocks by 4-3 to 3-2. 
The Final was a little one-sided, as
the resurgent Bennettsbridge
stormed to a 7-11 to 1-5 win.    

FOOTBALL 

There were four Divisions in the football
competition, comprising of a League that
had it’s own Final, and then evolved into
a knock-out Championship as well.

DIVISION ONE.
LEAGUE & CHAMPIONSHIP
O’Loughlin Gaels and James Stephens
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Kilmacow - U14 Div 2 Champions 2006
Back: Christopher Penkert, Ian Ahern, Ryan O'Hanlon, Daniel Connolly, Shay Dempsey, Kevin Mc'Namara, Donagh
Meyler, Eoin McEvoy, Robert Croke.
Middle: John Power, Dean Power, James Connolly, Luke Harney(Capt), David Dollard, Josh Tobin, Dylan Cooke, Conor
Twomey. 

Bennettsbridge - County IH Champions 2006
Back:  John Lennon, Christy Walsh, Aidan Byrne, Leo Dooley, Patrick Hughes, Eoghan O’Connor, Joseph Sexton.
Middle :  Paul O’Neill, Aidan Cleere, Eamon O’Connor, David Kealy, Shane Brennan, Robert Lennon, Gary Geoghegan,
John Brennan.
Front :  Hugh O’Neill, Dylan Walsh, Hugh O’Brien, Enda Morrissey, Shane Nolan, Kieran Dowling, William Murphy. 
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qualified for the League semi-finals, as well as Dicksboro and
Thomastown. Victories to Thomastwon over James Stephens
and Dicksboro over O’Loughlins paved the way for an early
competitive clash between Dicksboro and Thomastown.
After an exciting clash, the Boro emerged victorious by 4-7 to
4-2.
In the Championship, first round victories by St.Patricks
Ballyraggett over Rower Inistioge, and Dicksboro set up a
semi-finals pairings of Thomastown against O’Loughlins, which
the city side won by 7-2 to 6-2. The other semi-final was won
by Dicksboro, who beat James Stephens by 5-10 to 2-
4.Dicksboro, not for the last time would win a County Final,

winning this one by 5-5 to 4-2.

DIVISION TWO
LEAGUE & CHAMPIONSHIP.
Lisdowney and Erins Own got to
the semi-finals of the League,
and there they were joined by
Mullinavat and Carrickshock.
After wins over Erins own and
Carrickshock, Mullinavat and
Lisdowney faced each other in
the League Final.
Scoring 1-6, Lisdowney proved
too good for a luckless
Mullinavat, who only scored two
points.
The Championship saw John
Lockes playing in the
Championship segment of this
Division, having won the
Division three League Final.
They were joined in the quarter-
final stages by Carrickshock,
Barrow Rangers, and Erins
Own. Having recorded a fine 5-8
to 1-1 win over Mullinavat, John
Lockes earned the rite to play in
the Final against Lisdowney,
who had beaten Carrickshock by
2-9 to 1-7.
John Lockes proved masterful
as they defeated the Lisdowney
lads by 5-7 to 3-2. 

DIVISION THREE
LEAGUE & CHAMPIONSHIP

Barrow Rangers, John Lockes,
Railyard, and Young Irelands
qualified for the League quar-
ter-finals. Barrow Rangers elim-
inated their neighbours, Young
Irelands, while John Lockes
proved farr to good for Railyard.
They also proved far too good
for Barrow Rangers, whom they
beat very convincingly.
The Championship saw wins for
Railyard, Glenmore, Young
Irelands and Emeralds qualify
for the semi-finals.
Emeralds took care of Young
Irelands, and Glenmore
accounted for Railyard. They
also accounted for the
Emeralds, on a csore of 6-3 to
2-10 in the Final. 

DIVISION FOUR
LEAGUE & CHAMPIONSHIP.

Glenmore won the League title, by beating Kilmacow 4-6 to 3-
4. They were then forced to play the Championship in Division
three, which they also won.
Ballyhale Shamrocks, Windgap, Bennettsbridge, and Slieverue
contested the semi-finals of the Championship.
Victories for Shamrocks, and Bennettsbridge, pitted them into a
lively final, which the ‘Bridge won by 5-9 to 2-4.
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Glenmore  U14 Roinn C Football Champions 2006
Back: Patrick Green, Robert Kelly, Ger Aylward, Danny Myles, Colm Foran, Ben Doherty, David Flynn, Patrick Foran, Ruth
Jones, Ned Aylward (Mentor).
Front: Mark Aylward, Ben Maher, Shane Doherty, Rory Doherty, Sean Duggan, Thomas Foran, Brian O'Donoghue, James
Sheehan, Shane Walsh.

Thomastown - Roinn “A” & Féile Finalists 2006
Back: Jamie O'Hara, Jamie Minogue, Mark Walsh, Kieran Treacy, Eoin Manning, Joss Moran, Conor Behan, Michael
Sheehan, Michael Kavanagh, Luke Blanchfield, Gary Mason.
Middle: Ken Kinsella, Brian Murphy, Robert Skehan, Richard Waugh, Dylan Waugh, Kevin Stapleton, Kevin Butler.
Front: Philip Moore, Robert O'Hanrahan, Thomas O'Hanrahan, Michael Mc Donald, Dylan Walsh, Barry Whelan, Michael
Donnelly, Cormac Wafer, Sean Farrell.
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Bord na nÓg
Captains &
Cups
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David Herity (Dunamaggin)

Noel Hickey, (Dunamaggin) Brian Hogan (O’Loughlin Gaels) Pádraig Holden (B Shamrocks)

Paul Aylward (Mullinavat) Paddy Hogan (Danesfort) Michael Fennelly (B Shamrocks)

Cha Fitzpatrick (B Shamrocks) Pat Hartley  (Tullogher/Rosbercon)

TJ Reid (B Shamrocks) Henry Shefflin (B Shamrocks) Maurice Nolan (O’Loughlin G)

Richie Hogan (Danesfort) Martin Comerford (O’Loughlin Gaels) Willie O’Dwyer (Mullinavat)

Junior Club Hurler of 2005 - Paddy Hogan
Intermediate Club Hurler of 2005 - Willie O’Dwyer

Senior Club Hurler of 2005 - Cha Fitzpatrick
Mitsubishi Hurler of 2005 - Cha Fitzpatrick

Michael Lyng Motors - Mitsubishi Team of the Year Awards 2006
Back: Micheál Ó Muircheartaigh RTE, Richie Hogan, Maurice Nolan, Henry Shefflin, TJ Reid, Pat Hartley, Michael Fennelly, Paul Aylward, Gavin Flood

(Mitsubishi Motors Ireland). 
.

Front:  Martin Comerford, David Herity, Noel Hickey, Willie O’Dwyer, Cha Fitzpatrick, Paddy Hogan, Pádraig Holden, Michael Lyng.

Photos Eoin Hennessy

Cha Fitzpatrick, Player of the Year, receives the keys of a Mitsubishi
Lancer from Michael Lyng with Gavin Flood (Mitsubishi Ireland).

Back: Teddy O’Connor, Adam Fogarty (Area Mngr), Eddie Keher, Gavin Flood,
Pat Henderson, Barrie Henriques.

Front: Robert Grey (Sales Mngr), Ned Quinn (Cathaoirleach CLG), Cha
Fitzpatrick, Michael Lyng, John Dowling (Financial Controller)

TEAM OF THE YEAR
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On County Final day, 2006, the County Board invited the survivors of the Kilkenny 1957 All Ireland SH Final winning team
to Nowlan Park as special guests at the Senior and Minor finals and afterwards to a reception sponsored by Springhill

Court Hotel. Kilkenny beat Waterford in a thrilling final on September 1st, 1957 on a score of 4-10 to 3-12 to take their
first title in a decade. 

We also remember the players from that team who are no longer with us - 
Ollie Walsh, Jim “Link” Walsh, John Maher, Mick Kenny, John Sutton.

May they all Rest in Peace.

KKiillkkeennnnyy  --  AAllll  IIrreellaanndd  SSeenniioorr  HHuurrlliinngg  CChhaammppiioonnss  11995577
Back Row: Syd Bluett (Trainer), Jim "Link” Walsh, Dick Rockett, John Sutton, Mick Brophy, Sean Clohosey, Mick Kenny, Ollie Walsh, 

Bob Aylward (Chairman, Co. Board).
Front Row: Johnny McGovern, Billy O'Dwyer, Paddy Buggy, Denis Heaslip, Micky Kelly (Capt.), Mick Walsh, Tom Walsh, John Maher.

Kilkenny 1957 SH Team Members in Nowlan Park 
Back: Ned Quinn (Cathaoirleach CLG), Bill Walsh, Ned Fenlon, Jim Hogan, Liam Cleere, Billy Dwyer, Jimmy Murphy,

Stephen Doyle (Ass. Manager Springhill Court Hotel). 
Front: Denis Heaslip, Johnny McGovern, Paddy Buggy, Mickey Kelly (Capt), Tom Walsh, Mick Brophy, Dick Rockett.

Kilkenny’s 1957 
Champions Honoured

Eoin Hennessy
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Kilkenny couldn’t wait to get back onto the competitive
hurling field, once the second month of the new year had
cleared the late Winter yardarm. The Allianz National

League was on offer, and Kilkenny, even though beaten by
Galway in the All Ireland semi-final, nevertheless, needed to
get back to near the top of the heap as quickly as possible.
Kilkenny’s first opponents were the Dinny Cahill trained Laois.
Cahill had trained the Antrim team for the two years previously,
and it was felt that he had the hurling acumen to arouse the
hurling shekels of  Laois, and maybe propel them towards
respectability at least. 
Kilkenny’s panel had no Carey, Barry, or Hoyne. It did have a
few well-flagged under-age stars, who were “fired in” to the
adult pool, to test their attitude, among other attributes.
Interesting to look back at the panel that took the field on
Sunday February 19th. and compare it to the panel that lined
out in Croke Park against Cork on Sunday, September 3rd.
Kilkenny won as they pleased, and they certainly pleased their
Manager, with the quality, and enthusiasm of their game.
Winning by 1-26 to 1-13 for the Laois men, Kilkenny laid down
an early marker, that their opponents should have noticed. 
Richie Power was top scorer with 13 points, nine of which
came from placed balls.
Their next game would be a sterner test, or so we thought.
Tipperary were at home in Semple, and they do not relish
defeat at the hands of anyone, in particular, the Kilkenny cats,
on home soil. Again Power and James “Cha” Fitzpatrick were
the main executioners, scoring 12 of the 19 Kilkenny points.

The home side, who would meet the Cats later, mustered only
a meagre 10 points, 4 of which were from frees.
Four (points) from two (games)!
Not so bad, but it was to get a whole lot better.
“Next up for shaving”, was Limerick, again on home ground in
the Gaelic Park. Martin Comerford was to re-enter the Kilkenny
hurling family. He came on in the 46th minute, much to the
delight of the Kilkenny Management, players, and supporters.
Not the greatest game ever played, but it was important for the
Kilkenny setup not to be beaten at this stage. They scored 0-
14, with Eoin Larkin bagging 0-5.
Limerick shot 1-11. 
Brian Cody was pleased; more than pleased.
The men from the Glens of Antrim made the long trip south.
Sunday 26th March was a wet miserable, unappetising day,
where you would not put out your ducks- if you had any. 
Neither side, players or Management were happy with the per-
formances, but were forced to concede that the weather condi-
tions were not exactly nice. Brian Cody was “happy with the
result, but not the performance, but we are where we want to
be at this stage of the League”.
Kilkenny won by 0-12 to 1-7.
Scary.
Still, it was on to the city west of the “Big River”. Galway, the All
Ireland finalists, and Kilkenny’s conquerors in the semi-final, a
result that still stuck in the larynx of the Kilkenny team, were
hell bent on underscoring their superiority of six months previ-
ously. For the first time in the season, Kilkenny had Noel
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The League is of no
Significance!
Only to those who can’t win it... writes Barrie Henriques

Jackie Tyrrell, Kilkenny Captain, leads out his team for the League Final          John Mcilwaine
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Hickey and Henry Shefflin on the bench. There was not the
glimmer of a chance that either would be used.
Purely cosmetic!
Richie Power contributed 0-4, while Willie O’Dwyer scorched
home 1-1- the goal was a missile. Kilkenny beat the Tribesmen
by 1-16 to 0-10. They barely got out of cruise mode. Cody said,
“our attitude was good. Our hurling was good. Things went well
for us to-day”. Kilkenny were the first team into the semi-finals.
DJ was still a distinct possibility.
Now in April – how time flies when you are having a good time-
, Ned Quinn informed those that wanted to hear, that neither
stag parties, nor concerts would constitute a reasonably
acceptable excuse for postponements.  Nickey Brennan was
installed as the 35th President of the GAA in Kerry. He did us
proud. Noel Hickey was pictured on the sports page of the
“Kilkenny People”, playing a football match.
The League semi-final was a repeat of the second round game,
when Tipperary were the opponents. Kilkenny had Noel Hickey,
Henry Shefflin and Martin Comerford back in the starting fif-
teen. The Dunnamaggan farmer was barely ninety seconds into
this much-awaited return, when a facial injury necessitated
removal from the fray, a quick repair job, and a quicker return. 
A sigh of relief was distinctly audible from the 9,250 crowd.
The inspired Kilkenny-when are they any other way against
Tipperary? stormed into the Final with a clinical “execution” of a
rather inept Tipp, winning by 3-20 to 2-11.
Kilkenny were “volcanic hot”. They dismissed the Tipperary
challenge in twelve-yes twelve electric minutes, when they
rammed home 2-3, without a whimper from the |Premier men.
Martin Comerford rattled in 1-5, Henry Shefflin scored 1-3, and
“Cha” Fitzpatrick scored 1-2. Tipp’s Eoin Kelly fired 2-6 through
the Kilkenny posts, 1-5 of which came from placed balls. 
The Noresiders were not about to relinquish their title without a
decent effort. 
They found themselves in their fourth Final in five years.
The National League is of no significance!
Only to those who are not able to win it. 
Limerick came steaming, snorting fire, and throwing shapes to
Semple Stadium on Allianz National League Final day. Tough,
in-yer-face, hurling caused a few problems for the Kilkenny
men, but they were used to such tactics. James Mc Garry was
outstanding, and unbeatable in the goal. Eoin Larkin will look
back on this game as his best in a black and amber jersie. He
scored one goal, and handed two to Henry Shefflin. John
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Derek Lyng in action v Tipperary in the NHL semi-final.      Eoin Hennessy

Two Proud Kilkenny men. Nicky Brennanpresents Jackie Tyrrell with the
League Cup.        Eoin Hennessy

Marin Comerford outleaps Limerick’s Brian Geary as 
Donal O'Grady looks on.      Eoin Hennessy
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Jimmy Bergin was born in 1922 just
outside Kilkenny City.  He was the son
of a farmer and he always had a great
love of the land.  He worked on the
small farm with his father prior to tak-
ing up the position as ‘grass cutter’ in
Nowlan Park in 1952.
In April of 1952 Jimmy was

approached by the Secretary of the
County Board, Paddy Grace and the
famous Jim Langton and he was
asked if he would help out with the
cutting of the grass in Nowlan Park.
Jimmy stated that it didn’t take him
very long to make up his mind as
Paddy Grace and Jim Langton were
heroes in Kilkenny that time and he
felt honoured to be asked to get
involved by them. 
As the years rolled on Jimmy became
more involved and it meant that he
had to be in Nowlan Park up to seven
days a week as the demands on the
pitch became great.  His work had
him cutting grass, lining the pitch,
putting up goal nets, putting out flags,
and cleaning out dressing rooms and
toilets. He also operated the score-
board in the early days for the impor-
tant games and he stated that this
was a difficult task when the weather
was wet and cold as the scoreboard
was out in the open.
Jimmy has great memories from
Nowlan Park of great games and
meeting some of the top players in
the Country.  He spoke especially
about former players like Eddie Keher,
Christy Ring, Mick Mackey, Frank
Cummins and Ollie Walsh.  He stated
that it always gave him great pleasure
getting the pitch ready for players of
this calibre.   As against that, he stat-
ed that the excitement attached to an
under 10 game in Nowlan Park is also
something which stands out in his
mind.
Jimmy Bergin has given his life to the
GAA in Kilkenny.  He is in his eighty
third year this year and if you go along

to Nowlan Park you will most likely
meet with up with Jimmy as he drops
in to see if the ‘Park’ is being well
maintained.  Both Timmy Grogan and
Mick O’Neill now look after the
‘upkeep’ in Nowlan Park and they are
always very aware that Jimmy still
likes to keep ‘an eye’ on them.  Jimmy
states that he looks forward to going
to Nowlan Park as much now as he
did the first day he got the call from
Paddy Grace and Jim Langton.
Jimmy always speaks very highly of
the officers of the County Board who
held the positions of responsibility
down through the years.  He stated
that they all deserve great credit for
the great work that they do on a vol-
untary basis for the GAA. He also stat-
ed that things have changed for the
better along the way and he is happy
about that.

Back in March of this year Jimmy and
his family, along with some officers of
the County Board, attended a function
in Croke Park when Sean Kelly the
then President of the GAA presented
Jimmy with his award.  Jimmy was
nominated for this award by Kilkenny
County Board and the honour
bestowed on Jimmy was very well
deserved.
Other recipients of similar awards that
night were former Dublin Footballer
Kevin Heffernan, Tadhg De Brun of
RTE, Declan Browne of Tipperary, Ned
Power from Waterford, David Olsen
from Milwaukee USA, and a number
of others.

Barry Hickey Co Board  Development Officer
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Jimmy Gets His
Due Reward

Jimmy Bergin wins President’s award
for his lifetime contribution to the GAA

Kilkenny’s 2006 Haul
Four welcome visitors to Kilkenny pose before the castle - The Leinster, U21, McCarthy and NHL trophies.

Eoin Hennessy
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The death occurred in January of Jimmy
Phelan of Larkfield Drive, Carlow. He was
a native of Ballyragget and he had a most
interesting and successful career in the
GAA with an involvement in three counties,
Waterford, Carlow and Kilkenny. 

As a youth Jimmy moved to Waterford
where he lived with an aunt who had a
licensed premises at Manor Street. It is
nowadays known as Shefflins. He went to
school in Mount Sion CBS and it is here
that he first came to note as a hurler. In
1936 he was a member of a famous
Mount Sion team beaten in the Harty Cup
Final by North Monastry, Cork, and won
an inter-provincial medal with Munster col-
leges. That same year he won a
Waterford Senior Championship medal
with the newly formed Mount Sion club,
only to lose it on an objection by Erin’s
Own to a player with Wexford connec-
tions. 

Jimmy became famous as top scorer for
Kilkenny (2-01) in the Thunder-and-light-
ening final of 1939. He had been intro-
duced as a sub in the Leinster Final v
Dublin and Kilkenny defeated Galway in
the semi-final. He was a member of the
Kilkenny team beaten by Mick Mackey’s
famous Limerick side in 1940 and won a
Railway Cup medal with Leinster. The out-
break of Foot and Mouth Disease in 1941
was disastrous for Kilkenny hurling as the
county team could not take part in the

championship and all club hurling had to
be abandoned. 

Jimmy who was employed by the sugar
beet industry in Carlow, trained the Carlow
junior hurling team that beat Cork in the
Home Final but lost to London in the final
of 1960. In 1962 he was still in charge
when Carlow defeated Galway in the
Home Final and London in the final proper
of the Intermediate All Ireland. He played a
leading role in the maintenance and devel-
opment of Dr Cullen Park in Carlow and
was mainly responsible for the outstanding
sports stadium that is Dr Cullen Park. He
was interested in greyhound racing and the
owner of many outstanding dogs, and he
developed a greyhound exercise machine. 
Ar shlí na fírinne go raibh sé. 

Paddy Buggy

The All-Ireland against Cork was a repeat of the 1931 final, and interest gripped the country as never before. It was played on
the day World War ll began. Torrential rain on the morning of the game kept the crowd down to 39,302. This was one of the greatest
finals ever played. It was all the more wonderful because of the conditions that prevailed. After heavy rain in the morning the sun shone
brightly for the first half, but early in the second, a clap of thunder gave a warning of what was to follow. The last twenty minutes were
played in a downpour, and thunder and lightning.

The fast pace of the first half was maintained up to the final whistle, which was a tribute to the endurance and stamina of
both teams. Danny O'Connell was manager of the team, with Mick Dalton and Mick Oakes in charge of training. The last quarter will
never be forgotten by those who saw it. Under a solid wall of water falling from the heavens, supporters endured it to the end, with
shirts stuck to their backs and streams of water cascading down the legs of their trousers.

Kilkenny, although playing against the breeze, dominated the first half and led by 2-4 to I -I at half-time. A point by Terry
Leahy after the restart gave the Noresiders a seven point lead. A goal to Cork by Robbit Dineen gave them great heart. At this stage
the heavens opened and the stronger Cork men revelled in the conditions. A Ted O'Sullivan point left a goal between the sides. But
Jimmy Phelan increased tffhelead to four points. Jack Lynch reduced it to three. When Willie Campbell's free went all the way to the
net with a niinute to go, it looked as if it would finish level.

With supporters of both sides roaring themselves hoarse, Kilkenny forced a seventy. Paddy Phelan's shot landed about twen-
ty-five yards from the Cork goal. Jimmy Kelly got possession and sent the ball between the posts for the winning point. The rain was so
bad the players could not be recognised from the stands or sideline. It had to be checked afterwards who actually scored the winning
point. Jimmy O'Connell, who had not been at his best against Dublin and Galway, came back to form for this one. The half-back line of
Bobby Hinks, Billy Burke and Paddy Phelan were the saviours. Paddy Larkin had a great hour at full-back while Jimmy Walsh gave
great assistance to the defence in the closing stages. Jack Gargan retired just on half-time with a broken thumb. He was replaced by
Bobby Brannigan.

Scorers for Kilkenny were- Jimmy Phelan (2-1); Jim Langton (0-3); Seanie O'Brien (0-1); Terry Leahy (0-1), Jimmy Kelly (0-1).
The final score was Kilkenny 2-7; Cork 3-3. Kilkenny captain was Jimmy Walsh, who also captained the 1932 winning side. The 1939
victory marked Danny O'Connell's last success as a coach. He had guided every All-Ireland winning team from Kilkenny up to then,
with the exception of 1922. This was a remarkable association with the county team, numbering eleven All-Ireland victories.

(From Kilkenny - The GAA Story 1884-1984 by Tom Ryall  -  Tthe Minor Final, played that day, resulted in a win for Cork 5-2 to 2-2)
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One of the Greatest Finals ever Played - The 1939 Final

Jimmy
Phelan 
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Kilkenny’s 2006 All Stars
Photos Ray McManus/SPORTSFILE

KILKENNY SECURED SIX ALL STARS AWARDS IN 2006. PICTURE WITH THEIR TROPHIES ARE - 
JJ DELANEY, CHA FITZPATRICK, HENRY SHEFFLIN, MARTIN COMERFORD, EDDIE BRENNAN AND TOMMY WALSH.

HENRY SHEFFLIN (PLAYER OF THE YEAR) AND CHA FITZPATRICK (YOUNG PLAYER OF THE YEAR)
AN AMAZING ACHIEVEMENT FOR TWO CLUBMATES.
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Jimmy Bergin was born in 1922 just
outside Kilkenny City.  He was the son
of a farmer and he always had a great
love of the land.  He worked on the
small farm with his father prior to tak-
ing up the position as ‘grass cutter’ in
Nowlan Park in 1952.
In April of 1952 Jimmy was

approached by the Secretary of the
County Board, Paddy Grace and the
famous Jim Langton and he was
asked if he would help out with the
cutting of the grass in Nowlan Park.
Jimmy stated that it didn’t take him
very long to make up his mind as
Paddy Grace and Jim Langton were
heroes in Kilkenny that time and he
felt honoured to be asked to get
involved by them. 
As the years rolled on Jimmy became
more involved and it meant that he
had to be in Nowlan Park up to seven
days a week as the demands on the
pitch became great.  His work had
him cutting grass, lining the pitch,
putting up goal nets, putting out flags,
and cleaning out dressing rooms and
toilets. He also operated the score-
board in the early days for the impor-
tant games and he stated that this
was a difficult task when the weather
was wet and cold as the scoreboard
was out in the open.
Jimmy has great memories from
Nowlan Park of great games and
meeting some of the top players in
the Country.  He spoke especially
about former players like Eddie Keher,
Christy Ring, Mick Mackey, Frank
Cummins and Ollie Walsh.  He stated
that it always gave him great pleasure
getting the pitch ready for players of
this calibre.   As against that, he stat-
ed that the excitement attached to an
under 10 game in Nowlan Park is also
something which stands out in his
mind.
Jimmy Bergin has given his life to the
GAA in Kilkenny.  He is in his eighty
third year this year and if you go along

to Nowlan Park you will most likely
meet with up with Jimmy as he drops
in to see if the ‘Park’ is being well
maintained.  Both Timmy Grogan and
Mick O’Neill now look after the
‘upkeep’ in Nowlan Park and they are
always very aware that Jimmy still
likes to keep ‘an eye’ on them.  Jimmy
states that he looks forward to going
to Nowlan Park as much now as he
did the first day he got the call from
Paddy Grace and Jim Langton.
Jimmy always speaks very highly of
the officers of the County Board who
held the positions of responsibility
down through the years.  He stated
that they all deserve great credit for
the great work that they do on a vol-
untary basis for the GAA. He also stat-
ed that things have changed for the
better along the way and he is happy
about that.

Back in March of this year Jimmy and
his family, along with some officers of
the County Board, attended a function
in Croke Park when Sean Kelly the
then President of the GAA presented
Jimmy with his award.  Jimmy was
nominated for this award by Kilkenny
County Board and the honour
bestowed on Jimmy was very well
deserved.
Other recipients of similar awards that
night were former Dublin Footballer
Kevin Heffernan, Tadhg De Brun of
RTE, Declan Browne of Tipperary, Ned
Power from Waterford, David Olsen
from Milwaukee USA, and a number
of others.

Barry Hickey Co Board  Development Officer
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Jimmy Gets His
Due Reward

Jimmy Bergin wins President’s award
for his lifetime contribution to the GAA

Kilkenny’s 2006 Haul
Four welcome visitors to Kilkenny pose before the castle - The Leinster, U21, McCarthy and NHL trophies.

Eoin Hennessy

Jimmy Bergin Page  04/12/2006  17:16  Page 1



HE TOLD the tale in his autobiography. Three decades later,
and 43 years on from that mild September afternoon at Croke
Park, we’ll let him tell it again. 

At all costs, Eddie Keher had decided beforehand, he had
to convert the first free he took. Freetakers starting their first
All Ireland final always do. But the free that Kilkenny were
awarded inside the opening couple of minutes was a tricky
one, from an angle out near the sideline. So Keher played the
percentages and lobbed it into the Waterford square. Ninety
seconds later an easier free presented itself. He duly knocked
it over.

“Now, Eddie,” Fr Tommy Maher had told his protégé, hither-
to perceived as a handy forward who lacked cutting, in the
dressing room prior to the 1963 All Ireland final. “Make up
your mind to be dug out of these lads.” Keher did and Keher
was. Fourteen points to help Kilkenny to a 4-17 to 6-8 victory,
10 of them from placed balls, the other four from play. Having
cleared his throat when hitting two points as a sub in the 1959
replay, the moment had arrived for the man who would
become the leading scorer in championship history with 35-
334 from 50 appearances, and the leading scorer in All
Ireland hurling final history with 7-74 from 10 appearances, to
trumpet his talents from the rooftops. Valhalla, I am coming.

You want to know where Henry Shefflin fits in the pantheon
of great Kilkenny forwards? Right at the top, of course. At the
top, alongside DJ Carey. At the top but not on the top. There
Eddie Keher stands alone. Shefflin has yet to reach his plinth.

Paddy Buggy, the former GAA president and himself an All
Ireland winner in 1957, has seen them all. Shefflin and Carey
and Keher. Pat Delaney and Kieran Purcell, colleagues of
Keher’s on Kilkenny’s greatest-ever forward line. Tom Walsh
of 1967 misfortune who was, says Buggy, “only coming into
his best years at the time…a tremendous loss”. Tom Walton,
the Tullaroan sharpshooter from 1947. Right back along the
line of wristy stick merchants in stripes to Jimmy Langton, the
first man to score 100 points in championship hurling.

To Buggy, Langton was “the stylist supreme”, Carey the
“greatest artist” he’s seen on a hurling field - but Keher a finer
forward than either. “Langton’s striking was beautiful and
crisp, he had such rhythm in his arms. He was much the
same build as DJ. Good shoulders, a good pair of hips, not
easy to upset. Neither of them was a big man but they were
both strong men. Keher on the other hand was a big man and
one who always rose to the big occasion. If I were asked to
pick a man who’d win an All Ireland for you as a forward, I’d
go for Keher.”

For all that one is wary of engendering statistical snow-
blindness in the reader, any article that attempts to categorise
Shefflin in his local context must not only automatically genu-
flect to Keher as a reference point but cannot avoid the simul-
taneous danger of doubling as a homage to the Inistioge
man’s scoring totals. They were the tools of his trade, the
building blocks of his brilliance. As Leo McGough’s statistics
reveal, Keher scored from play in 94 per cent of his champi-

onship outings (Shefflin has done likewise in 85 per cent of
his and Carey in 79 per cent of his); he scored at least one
point from play in 92 per cent of them (Shefflin 82 per cent,
Carey an unsurprising 66 per cent); he scored a goal in 34
per cent of them (Shefflin 41 per cent, Carey 37 per cent).

All through his career, Keher did nothing but score. For
seven successive seasons he was the game’s leading marks-
man: 10-85 in 1966, 13-65 in ’67, 9-76 in ’68, 16-77 in ’69, 8-
70 in 1970, 8-141 in ’71 and 20-134 in 1972. To children in
1970s Ireland, among them the Saw Doctors, who name-
checked him in a song, Keher was  the man. It is under his
oaken shadow that Carey and Shefflin have hurled. It is to
their credit that each in his different way – Carey with his
goals, Shefflin with his all-round excellence – has emerged
from it. Continuations of history, not captives of it. “For his
consummate artistry, the poise and grace he brings to his
chosen sport,” Keher’s first All Star citation read. It is a line
that would rest as lightly on the shoulders of the other two.

Particularly, of late, on Shefflin’s shoulders. He’s himself
again. A vignette. In the dying minutes of last year’s All Ireland
semi-final, an unmarked Shefflin pulled on a ball that dropped
behind the Galway defence and, as if to give credence to the
notion that he was “not the same man” since the Gerry Quinn
episode the previous season, connected with fresh air. In the
opening minutes of last month’s All Ireland semi-final, an
unmarked Shefflin pulled on a ball that dropped behind the
Clare defence and stitched it. History does not record how
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First Among Equals...
Shefflin, Carey and Keher.
by Enda McEvoy (Sunday Tribune)

Eddie Keher
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many of the Mayo fans stayed on after the preceding All
Ireland quarter-final with Laois to catch some or more of the
hurling, but it’s not fanciful to imagine that a proportion of
those who did were motivated by the desire to see the
Ballyhale man in the flesh.

Ask Keher to talk about Shefflin’s strengths and he
responds with a, “God, what are his weaknesses? All the
things you’d love to have as a hurler, he has them. Left and
right, on the ground, frees. But the ability he has that I admire
the most is his reading of the game and the way he just
ghosts away from the opposition backs to appear in the right
place at the right time. One minute the play is out around mid-
field, the next minute the ball is inside and Henry has lost his
marker to take the pass. And his finishing is superb.” An obvi-
ous caveat follows. “We can’t expect him to score 1-13 every
day and we don’t. But that means that all six forwards must
play as a unit.”

Brian Cody played with one member of Kilkenny’s holy trini-
ty and managed the other two. On Keher: “When you’re a
young lad breaking onto the team, you just want to get your
place and play. But obviously getting to play with Eddie Keher
was a huge thing to me and to all of us.”

On DJ: “I’ve said many times that it was a privilege to work
with him. An outstanding talent, yes, but to me he was a huge
team player. He was the superstar of hurling of his time,
acknowledged by everyone to be, yet he was the most
unselfish player you could find. He had everything, and his
willingness to work for the team was among his greatest
attributes.”

On Shefflin: “I couldn’t see that one coming… Very like DJ,
really. An outstanding player, but again it’s his willingness to
get out there and play for and work for the team. He trains like
any young fella trying to break onto the team.”

Lucky the manager. Lucky the county.
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Henry Shefflin (Rendered by John McIlwaine) DJ Carey (Rendered by John McIlwaine)

Sharpshooters Supreme – the scoring records of Eddie Keher,
DJ Carey and Henry Shefflin in All Ireland finals

(Stats by Leo McGough)

Eddie Keher

Year Opposition From placed balls From play Total

1959 Waterford 0-0 0-2 0-2
1963 Waterford 0-10 0-4 0-14
1964 Tipperary 0-2 0-0 0-2
1966 Cork 0-6 0-1 0-7
1967 Tipperary 0-1 0-2 0-3
1969 Cork 0-6 0-2 0-8
1971 Tipperary 1-7 1-4 2-11
1972 Cork 1-7 1-2 2-9
1974 Limerick 1-6 0-5 1-11
1975 Galway 1-5 1-2 2-7

Total 4-50 3-24 7-74

DJ Carey

Year Opposition From placed balls From play Total

1991 Tipperary 0-8 0-1 0-9
1992 Cork 1-1 0-3 1-4
1993 Galway 0-3 0-1 0-4
1998 Offaly 0-5 0-0 0-5
1999 Cork 0-0 0-0 0-0
2000 Offaly 0-0 2-4 2-4
2002 Clare 0-3 1-3 1-6
2003 Cork 0-0 0-0 0-0
2004 Cork 0-0 0-0 0-0

Total 1-20 3-12 4-32

Henry Shefflin

Year Opposition From placed balls From play Total

1999 Cork 0-4 0-1 0-5
2000 Offaly 0-2 1-1 1-3
2002 Clare 0-4 1-3 1-7
2003 Cork 0-4 0-2 0-6
2004 Cork 0-3 0-2 0-5
2006 Cork 0-5 0-3 0-8

Total 0-22 2-12 2-34
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HURLING good times were mirrored in Kilkenny’s Junior Scene in
2006 with almost three hundred games played across the three
junior levels. In all fifteen different clubs succeeded in sharing the
ten county and twelve divisional titles on offer. The work of the
clubs and personnel involved could be easily be covered by the
old seanfhocail “An té nach gcuireann san earrach, ní bhainfidh
sé sa fhomháir” roughly “He who dosent sow in spring will not
reap in the autumn”. Off the starting blocks at the same time as
their intermediate and senior colleagues the teams and players
were unfazed and with a more intensive weekly campaign kept
the fixtures list and media pages full throughout the summer
months. That Hope springs eternal, was never as true, as when
Danesfort achieved what all clubs dream of. In their case it was
the manifestation of the dreams and efforts of generations that lit
the torch that helped them live their dream in the past year.

Northern Junior Story
The retention of the successful league championship format intro-
duced for the 2005 Northern Junior Hurling competition saw the
campaign start early in May. In the opening game Conahy
Shamrocks one of the early favourites with the Blacks and Whites
and Bennettsbridge recorded the first win by 0-18 to 1-9 over
O’Loughlin Gaels. The sides were joined by seven other teams
on the league trail with the bonus of going direct to the quarter
finals on offer for the top two teams in each group. Taking the
shortest route were Danesfort, Bennettsbridge, Blacks and
Whites and surprise packets Lisdowney who had qualified ahead
of Conahy Shamrocks in the toughest group. After the first round
of the knockout competition they were joined by O’Loughlin
Gaels, Barrow Rangers, Conahy Shamrocks and St. Patricks. As
the games came to pass the scorelines of Bennettsbridge 3-10

O'Loughlin Gaels 0-12, Danesfort 1-16 Barrow Rangers 0-6, St
Patricks 2-17 Lisdowney 0-15, appeared to be easy outings, but
all were hard earned wins. A week later they were joined by the
fourth side Conahy Shamrocks who had ousted one of the
favorites Blacks and Whites 1-20 to 3-7. In the games Ritchie
Hogan, James McGarry and a 1-4 unanswered final flourish by
the Ballyragget side were some of the highlights. The results set
up the attractive semi final pairings of the black and amber clad
sides Conahy Shamrocks facing Danesfort and Bennettsbridge
playing St Patricks. 
In the semi-finals played in Freshford, Bennettsbridge led by
Jonathon Cleere had one of the days you would dream of. Having
led 1-9 to 0-5 at the break they hit a purple patch and led 3-12 to
0-5 thanks to goals by Nicky Cleere, Eddie Fitzgerald and John
Lennon. In the game they were home and dry early as St,
Patricks rallied with a series of consolation scores leaving the
final result 3-14 to 2-6. 
Whilst showing from the front in the second game Danesfort with
the free scoring Ritchie Hogan led  by two points at the break and
had gone four ahead ten minutes later. When Gavin Nolan and
Alan Healy pointed and Ciaráin Muldowney added a goal it was
down to the wire. In the end a last minute pointed free by the lat-
ter player gave his side another day when the sides ended level
1-12 each. A week later in the replay in Freshford, Danesfort led
by the Forrestals and Hogan’s with Paddy particularly influential
at centre back built up a two point lead at the break, before then
going on lead 1-11 to 1-6. Suffering badly from the loss of their
injured star forward Gavin Nolan, Conahy never gave up the bat-
tle and with both sides adding four points apiece on the run up to
the final whistle, they eventually went down 1-15 to 1-10 
In the Northern Final holders Bennettsbridge fresh from their big
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Danesfort Cross the Great
Divide
Seventy five year gap bridged.....

Junior Hurling report by Jimmy Walsh & Dan Kenny

Danesfort - County JH Champions 2006
Back: Johnny Ryan, Johnny Ryan, Mark O'Neill, John Doheny, Padraig Corcoran, Shane O'Neill, Frank Manogue, Jason Cody, Richard Devane,
Michael Cunningham, Marty McMahon,
Middle: Maurice Woodcock, Paddy Hogan, David Forristal, Gavin O'Keeffe, Tony Woodcock, Paul Murphy, Liam Forristal, James Mullins, Aaron Dunne,
Paddy Fennelly, Tommy Ryan.
Front: Tom Mahony, Larry Mahony, Pa Dillon, Ritchie Hogan, Shem Hurley, Philly Walsh, Robert Walsh, Padraig Forristal, Paraic Treacy, Tommy Dunne
Ger power.

Photos - Eoin Hennessy & Charlie Maher
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semi-final win met Danesfort whose young team had only bare
memories of their last appearance twenty years beforehand.
Played in front of a great crowd in Freshford, Bennettsbridge after
taking an early lead found themselves eight points to six behind
at the break. Five minutes into the new half the games turning
points arrived, as a goal chance slipped away from the Bridge at
one end, the other end saw a well worked David Forristal goal put
the Danesfort men four up and on the road to the title. With a
never say die attitude Ritchie Walsh and Darragh Weafer drove
the  ball forward and whilst no chances were wasted they could
only score as much as the opposition. At that it was too little too
late as Paul Murphy Tony Woodcock Padraig Forristal and Paddy
Hogan battened up the hatches to help Danesfort record memo-
rable fifth title by 1-12 to 0-11

Southern Junior Story
The absence of promoted Thomastown and the return of Piltown
with two years experience garnered in the intermediate grade and
their appointment of Liam Fennelly as trainer added new edge to

the Southern title race. The league championship starting in early
May went along predictable lines with Piltown joining county final-
ists Tullougher Rosbercon on the direct route to the semi finals. 
In the first round, 2005 finalists Kilmacow, after a poor league
performance accounted for an experienced Dunnamaggin side 0-
16 to 0-11. The quarter finals saw the continually improving Niall
Walsh led Slieverue side go in a point ahead of Mooncoin at the
break. On the restart a Liam Knox goal gave them some space
that still needed a Sean Roche point two minutes from time to
just see off a battling Mooncoin side 1-10 to 0-12. The second
game between Kilmacow and Windgap stretched the imagination
as it swung to and fro and saw Windgap go six points ahead
before Kilmacow scored. The side then took the foot off the pedal
to lead 1-7 to 1-3 at the break. Kilmacow were gone in front by
two points by the fiftieth minute before Windgap regained the lead
and lost it just as quickly. When Kilmacow went back in front by
two points, it appeared all over as the spectators awaited the final
whistle with the game well into injury time. However a Kilmacow
thirty yard free in became a throw in and as the ball was swept
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Tullogher/Rosbercon - Southern JH Champions 2006
Back: Joe Murphy, John Murphy, James Mullally, JohnMurphy, Eddie Conway, Simon Kennedy, Jim Prendergast, Tom Murphy, Willie Ryan.
Middle: Richard Murphy, Pat Hartley, Shem Cummins, Liam Barron, EoinMullally, Richard Dollard, John Hartley, Shane Ryan, Kieran Barron, John Cotterell, Michael
Bookle, Richard Ryan, Amby Malone, Moling Cotterell.
Front: Mark Malone, Robert Forristal, Martin Bookle, Michael Grennan, Martin Roche, John Barron (Capt.) Joe McCarthy, Edmund Cullinane, Andrew Murphy,John
Grennan.

Piltown - Southern JH Finalists 2006
Front: Michael Burchill, James Connolly, Philip Kenny, Peter Kelly, Joe Blackmore, Brian Farrell, James Norris, John Falconer, Neil Kelly, James Norris (K), Pa
Connolly, Nicky Kenny, Richie Connolly.
Back: Andrew Norris, Seamus Norris, Paul Kirby, Tommy O'Gorman, Tommy Falconer, James Farrell, Shane Kinsella, Kevin Brophy, Michael Galvin, Mark Culleton,
John Brophy, Andrew McCarthy, John Malone, Richie McCarthy.
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down the field Windgap were awarded a twenty five metre out to
the left. To every ones amazement the Niall Doran free found the
only uncovered spot left to give his side a 3-10 to 3-9 victory 
As rain upset the planned double header of semi finals Tullougher
Rosbercon met Slieverue in Mullinavat. Ahead 1-5 to 0-4 at the
break the Pat Hartley led Tullougher men were made to battle all
the way. Their second goal on the stroke of time giving them an
easier looking 2-15 to 0-9 win on the scoreboard. Half an hour
later in Hugginstown Piltown faced neighbours Windgap. An indif-
ferent start for Windgap taking fifteen minutes to score was oblit-
erated when they took an lost the lead late in the half. In an
instant approaching half time they went back in front with a Ken
O’Shea goal, the score suggesting a classic second half was in
store. However within seconds the turning point arrived, a long
ball saw the Windgap goalie slip on the greasy sod and Michael
Galvin strike the breaking ball back of net. This put Piltown back
ahead 1-7 to 1-5 at the break. Elated with the turnaround Piltown
then went on to add nine points to two in the second half to easily
qualify for the final 1-16 to 1-7
In the final in Mullinavat holders Tullougher Rosbercon looked to
be having no difficulty in collecting their seventh title when they
led a young Piltown side 2-8 to 0-7 at the break After the lead
was extended they appeared to ease off and with Piltown slowly
tipping away they got into the game and had it all to play for as

the time progressed. An injury time James Norris point left them a
single point behind as their supporters willed a drawn result. With
the Tullougher defence with their backs to the wall a Pat Hartley
long range effort to put Tullougher two points ahead fell short and
somehow made the back of the net to give them victory on a 3-10
to 1-12 scoreline   

Junior County Final Day
Onward both champions went to a unique County final between
clubs who traditionally wear the identical county strip and both
with a scattering of county stars in their line ups. Looking back
over the previous twenty years one side could be seen as a sea-
soned group of campaigners with three junior titles and
Intermediate experience to their credit whilst the second although
nearer to the Park were still the aspiring new kids on the block. In
a quieter Nowlan Park on final day as the Intermediate side of the
double bill was postponed, it was no lesser a place to be. For all
those privileged to be in attendance they were treated to a
thrilling closely fought tie that swung both ways and was in the
balance up to the final whistle. Playing their fourth weekend in a
row Danesfort flew into action and recorded 1-3 within five min-
utes. After the Southerners settled and rallied they went on to
lead 1-7 to 1-6 at the break with the goals coming from Ger
Power (D) and John Barron (TR). Two minutes into the new half it
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Bennettsbridge -Junior League Champions & Northern JH Finalists 2006
Back: Edward Murphy, Eddie Fitzgerald, David Dowling, Christy Walsh, Seamus Moran, Jonathon Cleere, Enda Cleere, Gareth Hickey, Conor Bolger, Ritchie Walsh,
Tim Dooley, John Lennon, Eoghain O'Neill.
Front: Willie Duggan, Patrick O'Neill, James Dowling, John Drea, AdrianWalpole, Darragh Weafer, Wayne Dowling, James McGarry, Nicky Cleere, Brendan Walpole,
Seamus Kelly.

Graigue Ballycallan County Junior A Hurling Champions
Back: Ger Ronan(capt), Thomas Ryan, John Paul Dunphy, Tommy Dermody, Dermot Ryall, James Robinson, James Smith, Mark Fitzpatrick, Michael Murphy, Darragh
Murphy, Micheal Teehan, Bob Murphy, Tim Purcell.
Front: Nicholas Harrison, Bob Dunphy, JJ Brennan, John Purcell, Shane Murphy, Dermot Hoyne, PJ Pollard, William Brennan, Conor Everard, Jimmy Murphy, Owen
Heafy, Gearoid Murphy.
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was even steven with Danesfort on a roll
and then forging ahead with Paul Murphy
and Ritchie Hogan points. By the fortieth
minute it was all square again through
John Barron and Michael Grennan points.
Within minutes Tullougher were back in
front 2-10 to 1-9 thanks mainly to a John
Murphy goal as the trophy looked to be
heading south. Almost immediately in an
all action finale that saw Danesfort find
another gear to add 1-3. The scores came
though Paraic Treacy, Ritchie Hogan, Paul
Murphy and Frank Manogue who added
the crucial goal in response to a single
Tullougher point in reply. The late rush
enabled the momentous step to be taken
to cross the Great divide of seventy five
years waiting to take their third county title
win on a Danesfort 2-12 Tullougher
Rosbercon 2-11 scoreline

Graigue Ballycallan go back up with
Junior A County Title win
Boardroom activity played a major part in
the story of this years Junior A champi-
onship campaign. At Northern level
Graigue Ballycallan after ten years in the
junior grade applied for regradeing and
returned to junior “A”. At Southern level
county champions Windgap faced both
diplomatic and manpower difficulties in
fielding two teams in the Southern Junior
championship. With the support of the
Southern clubs and the County Board  led
by Ned Quinn a solution was found that
saw a much changed  side competing
again in the A grade. As the aspirants lined
up St, Martins and Ballyhale Shamrocks
led Clara and the Rower Inistoige in hold-
ing the favourites mantle. From the outset
the championship race was thrown wide
open as the first round ties saw The
Fenians put out St. Martins and Windgap
in their match of the season, overcame hot
favourites Ballyhale Shamrocks by a sin-

gle point.  Inspired Glenmore then drew
with the Rower Inistoige before the
Noresiders took the spoils on the second
day. In the Southern semi-finals Windgap
inspired by debutant Ken O’Shea held out
to record a one point win over
Graiguenamanagh whilst Carrickshock
qualified for their second final in three
years with a 2-8, to 0-11win over the
league champions The Rower Inistoige. In
the southern final in Dunnamaggin
Windgap retained their Southern Junior A
championship crown after overcoming
Carrickshock. Ahead 1-7 to 0-3 at the
break thanks to the efforts of the half back
line of Colin Comerford, Eddie Meehan,
and Connor Lonergan in setting up a fine
supply of ball to a lively forward division
that bagged 1-13 to Carrickshock’s 0-7.
On the Northern fields, new favourites the
Fenians were held to a draw by Graigue
Ballycallan who had earlier overcame
Clara. In the semi final replay they ended
up handing over the favourite’s mantle to
the sky blue contingent who came out on
top. In the other half of the draw, league
St. Lachtains accounted for Young
Irelands and then Tullaroan who had earli-
er taken the Village scalp. 
In the Northern Final Graigue Ballycallan
led from the front after an inspirational
long distance point by their keeper PJ
Pollard. After going on to lead 0-6 to 0-1
by the fiche noiméad a Freshford come-
back saw the lead reduced to only 0-7 to
0-5 at the break. On an upward roll Naoise
Waldron with three of his side next four
points saw St. Lachtains go 0-10 to 0-8
ahead. However a stronger finishing
Graigue Ballycallan side with six points
through John Purcell, Connor Everard and
JJ Brennan with only a single point in reply
secured them victory and the Martin Egan
Memorial Cup by 0-14 to 0-11
In the County final played in Callan

Windgap facing towards home started with
a flash to lead 1-1 to nil after four minutes.
After failing to build on the lead when
backed by a strong breeze they were just
two points ahead 1-5 to 0-6 at the break.
On the restart Graigue made full use of
the elements and led by a strong half back
line, played a fast moving style of hurling
with skilful first touches.  Having gone four
points up at three quarter stage an Adrian
Burke goal looked to copper fasten the win
before Windgap’s substitute Leo Powers
goal was too little too late to turn the tide
back Windgap's way. In the final minutes
team captain Dermot Hoyne led Graigue
Ballycallan back to the Junior Grade on a
1-16, to 2-6 scoreline. 

Mullinavat go top of Junior B roll of
honour with 3rd win 
Starting in mid July with a common goal to
win a divisional and then a county title, fif-
teen northern teams played fourteen
games on a knock out basis, whilst the ten
southern teams followed a league route
resulting in a total of twenty three games. 
Wins in the early rounds in the North for
Blacks and Whites, Emeralds and Galmoy
were not enough as the semi finalists
became clear. The semi finals pairings
featured the two Saints sides Patrick’s and
Lachtains facing city opposition in the
Palmerstown and Johns Park sides. In an
excellent close fought tie St. Lachtains
recorded a  2-12 to 1-13  win over
O’Loughlin Gaels at the second time of
asking with St. Patrick’s having a smaller
margin over Dicksboro when two late
points gave them a 1-14 to 3-7 win. After
all the tension of the early rounds and the
semis, St. Patricks collected the Johnny
Ivory Cup with a 3-10 to 0-9 win over St.
Lachtains third side.
With one side qualifying for the semi-finals
from each group in the South, Carrigeen
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Windgap - Southern Junior “A” Champions 2006
Back: Michael O'Shea (Trainer), Gerard Purcell, Pat Foley, Paul McKenna, Sean Power, Laurence Doyle, Walter Purcell, Edmond Meehan, Colin Comerford, John
McKenna, PJ Barron, Leo Power, Dermot O'Shea (Selector)
Front:  Eamon Comerford, Matthew O'Shea, Kenneth O'Shea, Tommy Fleming, 
Connor Lonergan, James Murray, David Power, Tom Egan, Gerry Meehan, Christy Whelan (First Aid).  Missing from photo: Walter Landy and Niall Kenny (Selector)
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provided to be the surprise team of the last four when they bene-
fited from the additional games. In the semi-final after being
ahead in the early stages Carrigeen found themselves three
points behind at the break before Mullinavat went on to win by 1-
16 to 1-8. In the other semi with both sets of backs on top in a
low scoring first half a more determined Mooncoin side defeated
last years champions Tullougher Rosbercon by 2-10 to 1-8. 
In a reverse of the result of the previous year’s semi final
Mullinavat had just about enough in hand in Piltown to record a 1-
11 to 0-12 win over Mooncoin to capture their fifth title in the
grade.
In the County Final played in Thomastown, Mullinavat had first
use of the strong breeze and after an even start pulled away and
were 2-9 to 0-7 to the good at the break. On the resumption the
Ballyragget men with all of the play started to make quick inroads.
As the margin declined point by point, the venue turned out to be

one that was not for the faint
hearted as the pressure rose.
After striking a number of
wides St. Patricks rate of scor-
ing slowed as the clock ticked
on and without adding a single
score to their half time tally the
Vat men stoutly defended their
slimming lead to hold out for a
2-9 to 0-14 win. Their third vic-
tory in the grade sees them
promoted to the Junior A divi-
sion for 2007.  

Conahy Shamrocks take
their second All County
Junior Hurling League
Crown 
The All County Junior hurling
League under the new spon-
sorship of J.J.Kavanagh & Son
brought renewed hopes of a
successful season to the twen-
ty one starters. Following the
throw in on the first weekend
in April Danesfort, Lisdowney
and St. Patrick’s Ballyragget
were early winners. Five
rounds, forty five matches and
seven weeks later, many of
the participating clubs sea-
sons were taking various
shapes. Good early form, slow
starters, heavy training
regimes, exams and waiting
for the championship were
part of the many spins being
put in place.
On the road to the quarter
finals pre league favourites
and just back from the inter-
mediate grade Piltown were
making heavy progress. In
comparison their Southern
Counterparts an improving
Slieverue side fresh from their
boundary identity campaign
had recorded high scores in a
number of games. Holders
Mount Leinster Rangers later
their county’s senior hurling
champions were the pick of
the Carlow trio.
On the final run in successive
wins saw Conahy Shamrocks
qualify for the final when they
showed great style to over-
come Tullougher Rosbercon

by four points and then  by a bigger margin over  first time semi-
finalists Windgap who had earlier overcome St. Patricks. 
Having defeated city side O’Loughlin Gaels, Blacks and Whites
had to face Lisdowney the beaten finalists of the previous year,
who were fresh from a fine victory over Danesfort.  In two thrilling
ties it took the Skeoghvasteen side extra time in the second
meeting to qualify after a 2-11 draw was followed by a 2-20 to 2-
13 victory in a thriller in Bennettsbridge. 
In a closely contested final Conahy Shamrocks left it late to turn
on the style in the Park. A point behind going into the last quarter
a blitz of seven unanswered points ensured them their second
victory in the competition on a 1-15 to 0-12 scoreline.

Tommy Murphy Cup competitive to the end
Two separate trails via the Iverk Produce junior hurling league
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Mullinavat - County Junior “B” Champions 2006
Back: Joseph Wall, John Farrell, Pat Hoban, Damien Reid, Alan Wall, Damien Aylward, Tony Holden, Derek Aylward, Joe Kelly
(Selr.) Pat Butler (Selr.)
Middle: Brendan Conway (Trainer), Declan Duggan,  Maurice Holden, Jim Holden, Pat Farrell, Damien Connway, Nicholas
Anthony, Pat Rohan, Richie Keneally (Medic)
Front: Stephen Ryan, Liam Aylward, Brian Kenneally, Michael Farrell, JT Murphy, JP Dungan, Eoin Maher, Paddy Jones,
Richie Raftice, Dermot Carroll Kneeling in Front Michael Jones.

Conahy - All County JH League Champions 2006
Back: Finan Brennan, Pauric Conway, Ciaran Muldowney, David Healy, Eoin Fitzpatrick, Ian Kavanagh, Patrick Murphy, Tomás
Nolan, Conor Brennan. 
Middle: Brendan Griffith, Brian Healy, Tomas Lawless, John Wallace, Pauric Nolan, Declan Buggy, Kieran Mooney, Michael
Bergin, Shay Og Brennan, Dennis Kelly, Paul Byrne. 
Front: Peter Harding, Damien Webster, Martin Fitzpatrick, Gavin Nolan, Michael Lawlor, Eoin Murphy (Captain), Alan Healy,
Tom O’Shea, Colm Healy, Andy O’Keeffe, Darragh Connery. Mascot: Eoin Cahill.
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and the Jim Rice Cup led teams on the qualifying path for the
second playing of the Tommy Murphy Cup. Starting at the end of
April it saw the in form teams came to the fore and battle it out.
After Tullougher Rosbercon dominated the junior hurling scene in
the south of the county they captured the Iverk league title after
overcoming second placed Piltown with a fine second-half per-
formance in Mullinavat on a final scoreline of 3-16 to 2-14.
In the North Bennettsbridge junior championship finalists of 2005
and Black & Whites the years All County League Finalists were
made most of the running. In the final it was Bennettsbridge who
came through on a 1-10 to 0-10 scoreline
In the Final in early September the inaugural champions and
holders Tullougher Rosbercon faced strong junior championship
contenders Bennettsbridge. After a cracker the sides ended level
at 2-17 apiece. The following weeks saw both sides go through
the knockout stages of their respective divisions to qualify for the
Northern and Southern junior finals respectively. As the weekends

of 22nd and 29th of October
came and went, Danesfort put
paid to both sides champi-
onship dreams at the penulti-
mate stages. With it being the
final piece of silverware on
offer for the season both sides
pulled their acts together to
decide the replay in
Thomastown. On the day
Tullougher Rosbercon got into
an early stride and went six
points ahead after ten minutes.
Appearing to have a strong
grip of the reins a well worked
Bridge goal upset the plans
and sent the Northerners in a
point ahead at the break. On
the resumption they went four
ahead before Tullougher
Rosbercon rallied. With a sin-
gle point between the sides for
the final five minutes the
Southerners were unable to
reel them back in the game
that saw Bennettsbridge hold
on to earn the victory by the
minimal margin of 1-14 to 2-
10.

Junior A Divisional and County Leagues 
With consistency being the main requirement, it was going to be
tough task to come out on top of an eighty four game competition
played out across the county in the Northern and Southern
leagues. When it came to the shake up and the last eight, four in
each division, predictions of the outcome were still hard to make.
After the high scoring northern semi-final results St. Lachtains 4-
13, Clara 1-14 and  St. Martins 1-20, Fenians 2-10 an intriguing
final was in store. In the final a classic saw the first game end
square with St. Lachtains 4-9, to St. Martins 1-18. The replay with
Ollie O’Connor and Dermot Lawlor matching each other with
seven points apiece saw the game turned into a titanic battle in
Nowlan Park. Lachtains six points up after fifteen minutes prompt-
ed St. Martins to rally with style leaving the minimal in it at the
break 2-5 to 1-7. After the Freshford side held sway in the second
half another rally that delivered a late goal and point failed to get
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St. Lachtains Junior A County League Champions 
Back: Jim Costelloe, Pa Hickey, James Kavanagh, Noel Hickey, Michael Cormack, Noel Maher,
Centre: Jim Marnell, vice-chairman and first-aid, Mark Nolan, Niall Phelan, Richard Dalton, John Dooley, Noel Walsh, Naoise
Waldron, Ray Nolan, selector.
Front: Jonathan Doheny, John Fitzpatrick,Ollie O’Connor, Mark Kavanagh, Jamie Kennedy, capt., Cian Waldron, James
Meagher, Martin Power, Cathal Power. Missing from photo: Richard Costelloe, Manager.

John Lockes County Junior “B” League Champions
Back: Declan Roche (Manager), John Lynch (Selector), Nigel Donovan, John Power(Coolagh), Donal Maher, Seamie Corrigan, Simon Burke, Kevin “Butty” Coffey.
Middle: John Walker (Secretary), Mick Lynch (Chairman), John Donovan, John Power (Kilbricken), Derek Halley, Brian Cahill, Martin O’Connell, Paul Roche,Bill
McCormack, Adrian O’Sullivan(Selector), Derek Holden.
Front: Paul Morrissey (Selector), Ramie Power, PJ Cody, Keith O’Dwyer, Martin Cahill (capt), Stuart Donovan, Brendan Grace, Kevin Fitzpatrick, Sean Hogan.
Mascots: Sean Power, James Power, Dan Mc Cormack. 
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the Martin’s through by the slightest margin of a 2-13 to 2-12.
In the South the semi-final results of Ballyhale Shamrocks 1-12,
Glenmore 1-8 and Rower Inistoige 0-18, Carrickshock 1-10 put
the two stronger sides and great rivals in the grade into the final.
Played in Thomastown the Rower Inistoige took the league title
after another cliff-hanger. Five points ahead at the break and
seven with nine minutes to go the Shamrocks with a typical never
say die finish grabbed a goal and three points leaving them just
one point short on the call of time. The final score was 2-11 to 1-
13. 
In the county final played in Nowlan Park St. Lachtains led from
the off and were full value for their 2-16 to 2-13 win over the
Rower Inistoige whose two second half rallies kept the
Southerners in touch and gaining ground as time ran out.

Junior B Divisional and County Leagues 
The early days of April saw the first scoreline of a marathon com-
petition reading Blacks & Whites 1-11 St Mullins 2-6. A month
later it was Threecastles 3-9 Lisdowney 1-11 the start of June
saw Clara win 3-12 to Bennettsbridge 2-11 and on it went fifteen
teams with up to seven games apiece. By the end of June the
semi finalists were known with close fought results Emeralds 1-15
St. Patrick’s 1-14 and Galmoy 2-14, Clara 2-12. After a good start
Galmoy led their semi final at half time 2-5 to 0-7 when the teams
were back on parity six minutes from time Galmoy rallied to pull
away to join the Emeralds in the final.
In the decider between next door neighbours the Emeralds
proved to have a greater strength of depth in going on to win by
4-15 to 2-6
Down south it was a similar story of an early start and close
games with the Rower, Kilmacow and Piltown recording early vic-
tories. A month later Tullougher were first home with Thomastown
and Mullinavat adding wins at the end of June. In the first semi
final the Rower Inistoige third team shocked their neighbours
Tullougher Rosbercon 2-14 to 2-7. In the second game John
Locke’s with veterans Sean Hogan Kevin Coffey and John Power
got past Kilmacow by a single goal 3-11 to 2-11
In the low scoring final in Ballyhale John Locke’s led by 1-6 to 0-5
at the break and were four points up with ten minutes to go when
a Connor Lyng goal brought it down to the minimum margin. In
the final minutes Stewart Donovan broke through to grab a goal
to ensure the title went to Callan by 2-13 to 2-7 
In the final in Nowlan Park a John Power goal well into the sec-
ond half put John Locke’s a goal ahead ten minutes from time.
Within minutes it was back in the melting pot and all square
before a long ball made the Emeralds net and left them four
points behind. In a flurry of scores in the final minutes another
seven scores were added with the Lockes four giving them victo-
ry on a 2-12 to 0-13 scoreline.

Paddy Cahill Cup provided lively competition  
In a new knockout format eight teams from the mid section of the
all county league tables made their debut at quarter final stage. A
strong line up saw Bennettsbridge and Kilmacow county champi-
onship runners up and Southern runners up respectively featuring
strongly. Appearing in separate sides of the draw the remaining
clubs faced a tough run. The early rounds saw Kilmacow,
Cloneen, O’Loughlin Gaels and Bennettsbridge come through
easily enough against Slieverue, Mooncoin Dicksboro and
Dunnamaggin. In the semi-finals O’Loughlins Gaels had a fine 2-
13 to 2-5 win over a Bennettsbridge side short their scorer in
chief James McGarry who was on duty winning a Leinster senior
medal in Croke Park. In the second semi-final Kilmacow over-
came Cloneen 3-10 to 1-11
In the final played in Thomastown O’Loughlins made the early
running and deservedly led 1-6 to 1-3 at the break after Paddy
O’Keeffe (K) and Joe Daly (O’L) had exchanged the goals. After
seen the lead extended to four points Kilmacow rallied to equalise
and with a further 1-1 from veteran Sean Caulfield 
to win the trophy for the second time on a 2-10, to 1-10 scoreline

Kevin Fennelly Cup contested by top teams
The second Cup competition to change to a knockout format, it
catered for the teams placed lowest in the four league groups of
the All County Junior Hurling League. The line up that included
Piltown, Danesfort, Erin’s Own, St. Mullins and Barrow Rangers
was a surprise to punters and experts alike.  Played in mid sea-
son it provided excellent fare and helped to refocus many of the
participant’s championship aspirations. In the semi finals a high
scoring tie saw Erin’s Own record a 2-19 to 2-11 victory over
Barrow Rangers with Piltown piping an under strength Danesfort
side on Leinster Final weekend by a single point 1-13 to 0-15
In the final played in Nowlan Park Erin’s Own led by Anthony
Owens surprised many by being the livelier team and took a 0-8
to 1-4 lead in at the break. In an even second half both sides
added a further eight points apiece to give Erin’s Own victory on
a 0-16 to 1-12 scoreline.  
For the second successive occasion the Kevin Fennelly Memorial
Cup was presented by a son of Kevin’s who was training one of
the finalist’s teams. This time the honour fell to Piltown trainer
Liam to make the presentation. 

Joe Walsh Memorial Cup fills gap at junior B level
Building on the success of Tommy Murphy Cup Jim Rice Cup for
junior players in 2005 another strand of competition was provided
this time for Junior B players. They were accommodated when
Michael Dempsey, chairperson of Thomastown Club, presented
the Northern & Southern Boards with the splendid Joe Walsh
Memorial Cup in memory of the late Joe Walsh who served as
vice-chairman (1959-1971) and secretary (1971-1194) of the
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Kilmacow - Paddy Cahill Cup Champions 2006
Back: Willie O'Toole, Michael Sweeney, Shane Gaule, Paddy O'Keeffe, Eoin Dalton, Thomas Reddy, Declan Gahanna, Eamon Reddy, Paul Laffan, David Ryan, Sean
Ivory, Brian Fleming.
Front: David Kelly, Stephen O'Keefe, Sean Caulfield, Shane Power, John Barron, Sean Flynn, Paul Long, Nicky Barron, Richie McNamara, Mark McGuinness, Paul
Kelly, Richard Walsh, John Daniels.
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Southern Board. The presentation of this trophy took place in the
Salmon Pool, Thomastown on July 18th. Present were members
of the County Board, the Northern & Southern Boards, members
of the late Mr. Walsh's family, officers of the Thomastown Club
members and former members of the Southern Board
Its inception provided players in the Junior B Grade an open all
county competition for the first time. Twelve teams started on a
league basis in four groups leaving Carrigeen, Blacks and
Whites, O’Loughlins and Piltown qualifying to contest the semi-
finals. In Hugginstown Carrigeen qualified for their first county
final when goals by James Power and Stephen Blackmore in the
opening minutes set up a 2-8 to 0-7 half time lead. The excepted
B&W’s rally reduced the lead to four points before Carrigeen

steadied to record a 2-15 to 0-
15 win. In the second all city
derby semi-final O’Loughlin
Gaels defeated local rivals
Dicksboro by 3-6, 2-8. In the
final played in Thomastown,
Carrigeen with a strong wind
led 1-5 to 1-3 at the break
thanks to an early James
Power goal only to see it
quickly cancelled by Michael
Kinsella. Having stretched their
lead to three points on two
occasions the last with eleven
minutes to go, the second half
dominance of the city side
began to be reflected on the
scoreboard. A better return
from the chances they were
creating by Barry Hogan,
Tommy Lahart and Stephen
Wall saw them score four
unanswered points to record 1-
11 to 1-8 victory.

The difference a single result
makes was mirrored on the
first weekend in November the
one directly following the
County Junior final when

Danesfort set out on the road to Dublin representing the county in
the Leinster Junior Hurling Championship and Tullougher
Rosbercon returning to Thomastown for their County Junior
League Final replay with Bennettsbridge. The results saw
Danesfort qualify for the second round of the Provincial champi-
onship following a 2-13 to 0- 9 win over Round Towers with
Bennettsbridge winning the Junior Hurling League County Title on
a 1-14 to 2-10 scoreline.
For all involved in the game of hurling throughout the year there
was many more memories created and dreams formed. Or as it is
said “An rud nach fiú é a lorg, ní fiú é a fhail.” “What is not worth
seeking, is not worth finding” For all concerned here will be more
days and more games, roll on 2007. 
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Erin’s Own - Kevin Fennelly Cup Champions 2006
Back: Ger Coady, Sean Smith, David O'Gorman, Liam Carroll, Eddie Kelly, Brian Dillion, Peadar Boran, Hugh Kelly. 
Middle: David Buggy, Barry Dunne, Ken Brennan, Tom Dwyer, Michelle Coogan, Paul Mullins, Jimmy Byrne, Dermot Wallace,
Joe Meagher, Christy Brennan. 
Front: Liam Shore, Stephen Dwyer, Donal Fenlon, Michael Murphy, Shay Kennedy (capt), Donal Dunne, Anthony Owens, John
Buggy, Martin Holohan. Mascots: Jim Buggy, James Brennan, Ross Connolly, Conor McMahon, Emmet Coogan, Jamie
Holohan, Ian Holohan, Sean Coogan, Niall McMahon, Katie Holohan, Sean Buggy.

O’Loughlin Gaels - Joe Walsh Cup Champions 2006
Back: Michael Holohan, Michael Kinchella, Dónal Dwyer, Mick Lambert, Matthew Comerford, Niall Bergin, Niall Mc Evoy, Danny Loughnane, Stephen Tyrrell, 
Michael Murphy.
Front: Darren Morton, Danny Wall, Liam Hennessy, Peter Dowling, Joe Daly, (mascot- Conor Daly), James O’Keeffe, Sean Hickey, Mark Dowling.
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During the year, we run into a wide selection of Kilkenny hurling
people, and hurling gurus from other counties, and many of
them have a story to tell. One such character, who has not
missed an All Ireland hurling final since 1947, is a delightful
man called Tom Coyle, who would be well known by people liv-
ing down the Carrickshock area, but has been resident in
Uxbridge for more years than he cares to remember. With his
wife, they make the “annual pilgrimage” to the Croke Park
shrine, and it was in the City West Hotel on the great night of
celebration in September that we made contact. Tom is so
proud of his Kilkenny roots that he has “roped off” a room in his
home, and filled it with Kilkenny hurling memorabilia, including
jersies, programmes dating back to the 50’s, photographs with
many former stars of Kilkenny hurling, flags, new and faded
caps from the traditional crepe “keep your head dry sir”  paper
era, to the sophisticated, haute coutoure version, signed slio-
thars, and hurls, and some. Many Kilkenny players from a by-
gone era, have visited Tom and his wife Maura at their home,
particulary when the Whit week-end games took place in New
Eltham and Wembley Stadium. 
He is a great man for coming up with all sorts of peculiar statis-
tics, that you and I would find tedious, but to him, they are a
labour of love.
For instance, he decided to investigate the players with
Kilkenny connections, who have won All Ireland medals with
other Counties. Many of them are well known, although long
dead. Many of them are household names, like Ogie Moran,
who, Tom maintains, has strong Kilkenny connections on his
father’s side.
He has covered both codes, from senior down to minor hurling.
Not only has Tom given us the name of the player, but his
adopted county, the grade of competition, and his winning
years.
Here’s his list:- 
(All queries to Tom Coyle, 
thomas.coyle2@internet.com)

SENIOR HURLING
Paddy Mackey (Wexford)  1910

Tommy Moore (Dublin) 1917 & 1920
Jim “Builder” Walsh (Dublin) 1920/24/27

Joe Coyne (Dublin) 1920
Pat “Dexter” Aylward (Dublin) 1924

Billy Banim (Dublin) 1924
Frank Wall (Dublin) 1924
Matt Power (Dublin) 1927
Mick Butler (Dublin) 1938

Jim Donegan (Dublin) 1938
Nick O’Donnell (Wexford) 1955/56/60

Tom Ryan (Wexford) 1955/56
Oliver Gough (Wexford) 1955/56

John Mitchell (Wexford) 1960
Matt Ruth (Limerick) 1973

INTERMEDIATE HURLING
Pat Sommers (Carlow) 1962

Liam Walsh (London) 1967/68
Eddie Leahy (London) 1967
Paddy Grace (London) 1967
Matt Ruth (Tipperary) 1971. 

(Played under the name of Mick Ryan)

JUNIOR HURLING
Pierce Purcell (Tipperary) 1913

Mick Butler (Dublin) 1937
Terry Leahy (Dublin) 1937

Danny Hoyne (London) 1938
Tom Walker (London) 1938
John Farrell (London) 1938

Johnny Dunne (London) 1938
R.Hogan (London) 1938
M.Hoyne (London) 1938

Ben Hoban (London) 1949
Paddy Murphy (London) 1959/60
Phil Cullen (Warwickshire) 1968

Liam Dalton (Warwicksshire) 1969/73
Louis Maloney (Warwickshire) 1969/73

Mick “Cloney” Brennan (Warwickshire) 1969
Mick Kenny (Tipperary) 1953
Derry Noonan (Kildare) 1962

Martin Murphy (London)  1963
Mick Baylon (London)  1963
Liam Henphy (Derry) 1975
Colm Henphy (Derry) 1975.

MINOR HURLING
Locky Byrne (Waterford) 1929

Noel Kinsella (Dublin) 1965

SENIOR FOOTBALL 
Dan Kerwick (Dublin) 1889

John Phelan (Wexford) 1893
Jack Grace (Dublin) 1901/02/06/07/08

Mick Madigan (Dublin) 1901/06/07
Pierce Grace (Dublin) 1906/07
John Lynch (Dublin) 1907/08

Paddy Mackey (Wexford) 1915/16/17/18
Denis “Ogie” Moran (Kerry) 1975/78/79/80/81/84/85/86

Enda Mc Manus (Meath) 1996

JUNIOR FOOTBALL.
Martin Carroll (Kerry) 1915

UNDER-21 FOOTBALL
Thomas Shine (Meath) 1993.

A magnificent total of 83 All Ireland medals.! 

Photo - Tom Coyle, pictured with Richie Power at the victory celebrations on All
Ireland Night.
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Tom Coyle
Annual Pilgrim since 1947.......
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It’s been a while since the name of Ballyhale
Shamrocks was inscribed on the plinth of the Martin
O’Neill cup, but that has all been rectified now, as the
kingpins of Kilkenny club hurling look down from their
number one spot , having won their fifth Leinster Club
Final in Portlaoise on Sunday November 26th, 2006,
AD.
It was not all tea nad scones on the front lawn as this
developing young hurling machine worked their way
towards capturing the Tom Walsh cup in the County
Final against o’Loughlin Gaels. They were hugely
impressive doing that job. They showed magical skill,
great anticipation, superb teamwork, and an appetite
that was crying out to be satisfied.
They had tremendous performers on every line of the
fiels. Their corner backs were outstanding. Their half
back line was nigh on impregnable. Their centrefield
was terrific, and their forwards/
What can you say about players of the calibre of TJ
Reid, Patrick Reid, Mark Aylward, Eamonn Fitzpatrick,
and the magical Henry Shefflin, that has not already
been said.
Having conquered Kilkenny, they were faced with a dif-
ficult game down in Wexford against Rathnure, the
Wexford Champions, in the semi-final of the Leinster
Club Championship.
It is never an easy ask to go to Wexford and win.
Shamrocks, superbly led by Henry, aided and abetted
by Aylward, and TJ Reid were never less than great.
Rathnure could only stand and admire the silken skills
of this magnificent team.
They won easier than expected, by 2-14 to 1-10.
It was on to O’Moore Park against Birr, a team who
harboures no fear of Kilkenny teams. Birr had the leg-
endary Brian Whelehan at wing back. His son was a
sub. Birr, playing against the biting wind couldn’t man-
age to make profit against a superbly marshalled
Shamrocks defence, in which Aidan Cummins, Keith
Nolan and Bobby Aylward were outstanding.
At half time, the Birr goose was cooked, as their lead
was a paltry point, (0-7 to 1-3). 
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Ballyhale Shamrocks - Leinster Senior Hurling Club Champions 2006. 
Back:  Ger Fennelly, Brendan Costelloe, Keith Murphy, ColinFennelly, Mickey Carroll, Eamonn Fitzpatrick, Bob Aylward, James 'Cha' Fitzpatrick, Michael Fennelly,

James Connolly, Henry Shefflin, EamonnWalsh, Anthony Walsh, Keith Nolan, T. J. O'Farrell, Michael Dermody. 
Front: James Walsh, Tom Coogan (Capt.), Aidan Cummins, MarkAylward, Eoin Reid,Padraig Holden, Patrick Reid, Donnchadh Fitzpatrick, David Hoyne, Willie

Coogan, Paul Shefflin. Missing from photo: Liam Grant, TJ Reid.

Shamrocks on Course!

Veteran Birr star, Brian Whelehan, gets a block on TJ Reid.

He does it again! - another Shamrocks goal by Henry Shefflin.

Leinster Club Championship by Barrie Henriques  Photos: Eoin Hennessy
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The second half was vintage Shamrocks.
Every one of their forwards scored.
Henry bagged 1-5, TJ Reid collected 0-5,
one brother got three, and another broth-
er collected two, while Eamonn
Fitzpatrick scored two, and Mark Aylward
drilled over a point.
2007 promises great success for a
Kilkenny team, and a new dawn for one
of Kilkenny’s finest young teams.

Ballyhale Shamrocks::
J.Connolly, P.Shefflin, E.Walsh,
P.Holden, K.Nolan, A.Cummins,
B.Aylward, J.”Cha” Fitzpatrick,
M.Fennelly, E.Fitzpatrick, H.Shefflin, TJ
Reid, E.reid, P.Reid, M.Aylward.
Subs (used): T.Coogan (capt),
M.Dermody, D.Hoyne, C.Fennelly,
B.Costelloe. 

(At the time of writing, Danesfort have
reached the Leinster Junior Club Final
where they meet Louth County champi-
ons, Knockbridge. This game, due to
have been played on Sunday,
December3rd, was postponed due to
bad weather cinditions. In their Leinster
final, Danesfort easily beat Wicklow
Champions, Bray Emmetts on a score-
line of Danesfort 6-9 Bray Emmetts 0-3)
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Captain, Tom Coogan, with the Martin O’Neill Cup

DDyyllaann  IInn  TThhee  HHoommee  OOff  SSwweeeett  HHuurrlliinngg

It's a long way
from low ceiling clubsGreenwich Village
to this wet Saturday
Nowlan Park, Kilkenny,
the home of sweet hurling,
where Henry, D.J., Eddie
and a host of other legend
sturned logic on its head,
transformed craft into art.
Tuned to the music of leather
on ash, dancing to the rhythm
of the play they'd pluck
a sliotar from the sky, send it
singing between the posts,
set the net exulting
and the faithful wanting more
like the full house gathered
to celebrate as soft rain
seeps down through air
saturated with the style
of a hundred hurling heroes.

Michael Massey

Your Team Working for
Kilkenny

John McGuinness TD
Cllr Andrew McGuinness - Kilkenny Borough Council

Cllr Pat Fitzpatrick - Kilkenny County Council

One-Stop-Shop-Advice Centre

Constituency Office O’Loughlin Road
Kilkenny  

Phone:  056 770672/3 Fax: 056 7770674
Mobile: 097 2855834

Email: johnmcg@eircom.net
Web: www.johnmcguinness.com

Please contact Ann Bergin for an appointment

Every Saturday from 10.30am to 1.30pm
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There is a sense in which William ‘Lynch’ Walsh has been the
forgotten man of Kilkenny hurling. A stock belief holds Martin
White sole survivor of the 1931 All-Ireland Final. Not true. ‘The
Lynch’, as he was known by team-mates, was there in 1931
when Leeside and Noreside played out one of their most cele-
brated encounters. Recompense for this neglect could not come
in a more appropriate year than one in which Cork and Kilkenny,
75 years on, met in another Senior decider.
To have been part of that season’s panel remains quite a distinc-
tion. It remains the only time two replays were required. Even
more, the hurling’s quality was mostly superb. P. D. Mehigan
(‘Carbery’), still the code’s finest journalist, deemed the initial
replay the best game he ever saw. The occasion drew the
biggest crowd yet seen (33, 124), lending the code new glamour
and exposure, a process aided by how the set of matches coin-
cided with the founding of the Irish Press and increased GAA
journalism.
Willie Walsh, as he likes to be known, was a sub for all three
finals. A tall man, rugged and athletic, centrefield was his posi-
tion (or occasionally centre-forward). He is a native of Kilmurry in
the parish of Slieverue and was born on April 1, 1907. His father
moved to the townland in 1900 from Dangan in Kilmacow, on
purchasing a farm. The family designation arose as a means of
distinction because so many other Walshes lived in the area. His
mother hailed from Mongmacody, under Coppenagh Hill. Both
sides enjoy longevity. Further sporting distinction came to the
family in 1990 when Willie’s youngest son, Michael, won a Junior
All-Ireland at left corner-forward.
History, as heard in a living voice, is rarely neat and predictable.
It is all the more moving when lived experience is not a neat pro-
cession of facts and figures, of calendar-like exactitude. The man
who was actually there remembers those storied hurling contests
in eloquently simple terms. Not the build-up, not the response to

the play’s quality (“I suppose they were good matches”, he says
wryly). Now, eight decades later, he recalls a wet jersey.
It seems one of the days saw mist and rain. The Kilkenny play-
ers changed shirts at halftime but were short when it came to the
turn of Eddie Doyle, doughty defender from Mooncoin and win-
ning captain in 1933: “Neddy Doyle was going back out and I
wasn’t going to see him stuck. So I gave him my one.” The
Lynch just put on the sodden jersey, under his raincoat, caught
up in the excitement and tension. Another memory is Lory
Meagher urging the selectors, the third day, to bring him on. But
it was Mooncoin’s Martin Murphy who replaced Mooncoin’s Jack
Duggan.
The wetting eventually led to pneumonia, which he described to
the Voice in vivid terms. There were two spells in hospital, fol-
lowed by a long convalescence. He remembers having fluid
drawn from his lungs and knowing he was getting better when
the quantities decreased: “I was lucky to be farming with my
brother and he took up the slack. GAA people, too, were very
supportive.” Although making the 21st century must have
seemed, at that point, the last thing possible, innate good health
and genetics eventually held sway. Still, the setback probably
cost him a Celtic Cross in the following four seasons, even if he
is too modest to make mention of the subject.
The aspect Willie enjoyed most about his career was going away
for the games: “’Twas like a holiday of sorts from farming, from
ploughing with the horses!” If you meet him, though, staying
strictly with hurling talk is a missed opportunity. An unexpected
aspect is his emphasis on the gaelic tradition in South Kilkenny.
His father, Jamesy, was a native speaker. Some readers will
remember Tom ‘Builder’ Walsh, Slieverue and Kilkenny hurler in
the 1940s. When Dick Walsh, Tom’s father, would visit his friend
in Kilmurry, they spoke Irish to each other. Willie says his father
acquired real fluency from grandparents when an extended spell

203

William “Lynch” Walsh
Forgotten man of Kilkenny Hurling....... P. M. O’Sullivan

Kilkenny - SH Finalists 1931
Back:  Podge Byrne, Peter O’Reilly, Mick Bergin, Lory Meagher, Dick Morrissey, William “Lynch” Walsh, Dinny Treacy, Martin White, P Power, Ml Moore (Sec), Sean
Gibbons (Chairman).
Middle :  Jack Rochford, M Murphy, Tommy Carroll, Eddie Doyle, Billy Dalton, Paddy Larkin, Paddy Phelan, Matty Power, Icy Lanigan (Trainer).
Front :  Jim Dermody (Capt), Mick Larkin,Dan Dunne, Eddie Byrne.  
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of illness at the age of twenty (“He was seen by a Dr Keane of
Mullinavat”) dictated that he recuperate in their house.
Talk swings to how much he enjoyed the recent re-enactment of
‘The Battle of Carrickshock’. “They made a right good job of it”,
he affirms, “and the children loved it.” Kathleen, one of his four
daughters, holds Micheál Ó Diarmada, ex-Principal of St Kieran’s
College, singing a gaelic song traditional to South Kilkenny as
the re-enactment’s highlight. It certainly was the day’s purest
drop, a glimpse of a vanished culture on which the curtain hardly
ever twitches. Surprisingly few people are aware that South
Kilkenny was one of the very last places in Leinster in which Irish
was spoken freely, right into the 20th century. “That was the time
to save it”, Willie mordantly notes of government policy.
His affinity with Aghaviller is no surprise. He was prominent with
Carrickshock during the 1930s and ’40s, winning his first county
title in 1938. Bob Aylward of Knockmoylan, full-back on those
sides, was a strong friend and played a significant part in keep-
ing him in the famous sash. Mooncoin, too, were keen on enlist-
ment. Besides, he thinks his family originally came from
Aghaviller: “My father’s people had a manor house in
Castlemorres, near Hugginstown, before they went down to
Kilmacow, for whatever reason.”

It is likewise fitting that he played a lot of football for
Kilkenny. His club team was Glenmore. He lined out with Eddie
Keher’s father, Stephen, and recalls having to choose between
hurling and football one day in Portlaoise (which he calls
‘Maryboro’, its old name), when he was picked for both sides. He
chose hurling and marked Mick Daniels of Dublin (“a hardy divil
but I did alright”).

Fitting, because his father was on the Kilmacow football
team that won the 1888 Leinster Final. Willie gives a wonderful
description of Kilmacow going to Talbot Hall, New Ross to play
Wexford’s Whites & Blues on September 22, 1888. He speaks
with certainty of the GAA’s earliest years, through the inherited
eyes of his father and oral tradition’s eternal conversation: “The
crowd was up in the trees like birds, watching them, and the

whole of Ross shut, with nowhere to get a drink or food after-
wards until they hit Rockett’s of Slieverue. They were glad to get
to Rockett’s.” The Model men were beaten by five points (1-4 to
0-2).

Like so many observers, he considers Paddy Phelan far
and away the greatest hurler he has ever seen: “Nothing or no-
one to touch Paddy, although John Keane was a great man,
especially on Mick Mackey.” The Ahane man “liked to talk during
a match and did everything in the open”, he smiles, “and then
shook hands.” On the field, he quickly learned an important les-
son: “Always beware the silent man…”
Nor does he stint the political tensions that dominated 1920s and
’30s Ireland, friction from which hurling could not be exempt.
Willie frowns, tells of a time when a team-mate drew his attention
to an umpire after a game in Dublin: “He told me this man was
an officer in the Free State Army and was in on the shooting of a
young Kilkenny lad during the Civil War, and that he found it hard
to see out the game without going over to him…” Regrettably,
this facet of GAA history has still to find an author.

As you walk out along the avenue before Hession’s of
Floodhall, the house into which Kathleen is married, there is a
fine view. Off to the north-east, you can see one of Kilkenny’s
few attempts at high ground: Coppenagh Hill, Saddle Hill, Mount
Brandon. Many things endure but a human voice, in the end, is
the link that revives the past in its most memorable terms. Willie,
at one point in our meeting, with best of humour, wondered
aloud: “I don’t know for what the Good Lord has left me so long
in the world.” One possible answer? As a compelling example of
dignity.
The voice of William ‘Lynch’ Walsh, in his 100th year to heaven,
remains wry, clear, and will be remembered.

P. M. O’Sullivan writes two columns (‘The Ditch’ and ‘The Stubborn Nore’) for
The Kilkenny Voice. He has also contributed a hurling column to The Irish Times
(‘The Ciotóg Side’). This piece was originally published in The Kilkenny Voice
(August 30, 2006).
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FOR TOP CLASS FOOD, DRINK, 
AND COMPANY 

IN DELIGHTFUL SURROUNDS. 

WE ALSO OFFER TOP CLASS 
B & B ACCOMODATION AT VERY COM-

PETITIVE PRICES.

Mick Dempsey’s - where followers of
the game go.

21 JOHN STREET, KILKENNY.
TEL. NO. 056-7721543
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Dan Ryan

Kilkenny hurling lost one of its most devoted
supporters with the sudden death of Dan
Ryan, Morell Park, Naas, on December 6th
2005 

Dan was first and foremost a family man –
devoted to his wife Eileen and his children
Megan (12) and Shane (7). He had great
pride in his family, in the hurling achievements
of his uncles and cousins, in his native club
and county. He followed Kilkenny hurlers
everywhere and when Megan and Shane
were old enough to walk, he had them in tow
at every venue, in all seasons. 

Dan, a native of Clifden, Clara and second
son of Maurice and Margot Ryan, was educat-
ed in the Lake Infants School, Clara NS, St
Kieran’s College and Carlow Regional
College. He joined the Public Service in 1978
and worked in various Government
Departments including the Depts of the Public
Service, An Taoiseach, Finance and then
Health and Children where he was employed
at the time of his untimely death. 

Given his family background, it was inevitable
that Dan would be involved with sport and
indeed he was, passionately so, all his life. He
played hurling for Clara at all levels from
under 12 to Senior, for St Kieran’s Juveniles,
Civil Service and Round Towers in Dublin,
representing Dublin at Intermediate level. He
was the driving force behind Melbourne
Hurling Club during a sojourn in Australia in
the 1980’s. 

When Dan and Eileen moved to Naas in
1995, he joined Naas GAA club and was
heavily involved with their Senior and
Intermediate Hurling teams right up to the
time of his death. He also found time to repre-
sent Kildare Masters – marking the legendary
Pat Fox last year -  and was a dedicated
Juvenile Coach and administrator with his
adopted club. The huge attendance at his bur-
ial in St. Corban’s Cemetery, Naas reflected in
their numbers and club colours the many
associations he formed during his short but
extraordinarily active life and the great affec-
tion in which he was held by all who knew
him.

He followed all sports and had a formidable
knowledge of all matters sporting. He organ-

ised Golf Classics - most notably the Dept of
Finance Sunny Society and his beloved Ryan
Family Classic in which he nurtured contact
with all his relations- especially the new gen-
eration.

However, it was for his great sincerity and loy-
alty that Dan will be best remembered. All
who knew him recalled his gentlemanly per-
sonality, his courtesy and thoughtfulness. He
was the most genuine of men, a rock of
dependability. As his uncle Fr Harry Ryan said
in his eulogy, “he had hundreds of friends….
he was always going to help somebody else
about something.”  

Dan Ryan will be sadly missed by many many
people, but most of all by Eileen, Megan and
Shane, by his parents Maurice and Margot, by
Liam, Colman, Maurice, and Margot, his
brother in law, sisters in law, his nieces and
nephews, his father-in-law Owen Callan and
all the Callan family, his aunts and uncles, his
host of cousins, his club colleagues in Naas,
his workmates and his countless friends.

He now joins his youngest brother, Cormac,
who died in 1976.

Solas na bhflaitheas ort, Dan.

John Joe Egan

It is with sadness that we record the death of
John Joe Egan, Butlerswood, Windgap, Co.
Kilkenny. 

John Joe became ill at the Roinn B minor
league final in Kilmanagh on Saturday 21st
October between Galmoy/Windgap and
Tullaroan, and died later that evening in St
Luke's Hospital.

John Joe inherited his interest and love of
Gaelic games from his forebearers who had
the distinction of playing football at various
levels for Mullinahone and Tipperary in the
early 1900's. He was instrumental in estab-
lishing Cotterstown Football club and was its
first secretary. He was a member of the team
that won the county junior football champi-
onship in 1951. In the mid 1950's,
Cotterstown and Kilmoganny football clubs
amalgamated and formed the St. Nicholas'
club, John Joe again becoming secretary. His
own football career was cut shortby a serious
knee injury.

It was fitting that John Joe's last outing in life

was to attend a GAA match in which
Windgap/Galmoy were victorious and his son
PJ had been trainer/selector.

He was brother of Paddy, Jim and Mick who
also were involved in the Cotterstown football
club, later Windgap hurling club and with
Kilkenny and Tipperary.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh sé

Paddy Walsh

Paddy Walsh of Troyswood, Freshford Road,
who died on the 22nd November  was a life
long member of the Dicksboro GAA Club. 

Paddy grew up in Irishtown where the family
had a public house which was the headquar-
ters of the club during the forties. Many great
nights were celebrated there, especially
Sunday 26th November 1950, when
Dicksboro won the senior hurling champi-
onship by beating their great city rivals Eire
Og. Unfortunately,  Paddy had retired from
club hurling at the time but brother Joe lined
out at left half back on that team. 

Paddy played on the Dicksboro senior hurling
team from 1942 to 1946. His favourite position
was at centre back. His first championship
match in 1942 was against Threecastles in
the semi-final which Threecastles won  by 5-9
to 3-4. The Dicksboro team was as follows:
C. O. Hara, P. Treacy, P. Byrne, E. Murphy, D.
Meany, P. Walsh, J. O. Hara, P. Dowling, J.
Shortall, A. Murray,  C. Murray M. Barry, J.
Byrne, M. Grace P. Mulhall.

His last match in 1946 was against
Thomastown in the semi-final of the champi-
onship which Thomastown won by 3-6 to 3-
3.The Dicksboro team on that occasion was;
S. Durney,  P. Grace, J. Grace, C. Phelan, P.
Walsh, J. Walsh, M. Ryan, J. Doheny, S.
Oakes, S. Kelly, T. Murphy, W. Hogan, M.
Kelly, P. Treacy, L. Sweeney.

When the Dicksboro Club was reformed in
1969 Paddy, together with his brother, Joe,
presented a set of jersies to the club. Ever
since companies were allowed to advertise on
jersies  Paddy’s company Grasslands has
sponsored the Dicksboro club.  

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh sé.

Dan Ryan

John Joe Egan

Paddy Walsh
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Credit Union Senior H Final 

(Tom Walsh Memorial Cup)

B’hale Shamrocks 1-22 O’Loughlin Gaels 2-11
Senior H Relegation Final

St.Martins 0-10 Erins Own 1-5
Joe Coogan Intermediate H Final 

(Hanrahan Cup)

Mullinavat 1-21 Clara 2-11
Intermediate Relegation Final

John Lockes 2-10 James Stephens 2-6
JJ Kavanagh & Sons JH Co Final 

(Bob Aylward Memorial Cup)
Danesfort 2-12 Tullogher Rosbercon 2-11

Special Junior H Roinn A Final

(Shem Lawlor Cup)
Graigue Ballycallan 1-16 Windgap 2-6

Special Junior H Roinn B Final

Mullinavat 2-9 St. Patricks 0-14
Credit Union Senior H League Final

(Marty Power Cup)

Ballyhale Shamrocks 1-15 Fenians 0-11
Joe Coogan  Intermediate H League Final 

(Pat Tierney Cup)

Emeralds 3-6 Mullinavat 0-10
St Canice’s CU All-Co SH League Final

(Byrne Cup)

St.Martins 1-16 Dicksboro 0-13
Joe Coogan  All-Co IH League Final

(Aylward Cup)

Clara 2-10 St. Lachtains 1-11
J.J. Kavanagh and Sons 

All Co JH League Final
Conahy Shamrocks 1-15 Bl & W’s 0-12
MI Lyng Motors U21 H Roinn A Final

(to be played)

MI Lyng Motors U21 H Roinn B Final

(to be played)

Ml Lyng Motors U21 H Roinn C Final

Young Irelands 2-13 Galmoy 0-7 
Kilkenny Honda Centre

Minor H Roinn A Co Final

(Joyce Memorial Cup)

Dicksboro 0-13 St. Martins 1-9
Kilkenny Honda Centre

Minor Hurling  Roinn B Co Final

(Ted Carroll Memorial Trophy)

Mullinavat 2-6 Emeralds 1-3
Kilkenny Honda Centre

Minor Hurling Roinn C Co Final

St.Patricks 4-17 Blacks and Whites 1-13
Kilkenny Citroen Centre

Minor Hurling  League Div I Final

(to be played)

Kilkenny Citroen Centre

Minor Hurling  League Div II Final

Galmoy/Windgap 3-6 Tullaroan 1-10
Kilkenny Citroen Centre

MH League Div Ill Final 

Blacks and Whites 2-6 Young Irelands 1-8 
JJ Kavanagh Northern Junior H Final 

Danesfort 1-12 Bennettsbridge 0-11 
Iverk Produce South Junior H Final 

Tullogher Rosbercon 3-10 Piltown 1-12
Junior Hurling ‘A’ League Co Final

St.Lachtains 2-16 Rower Inistioge 2-13
Junior Hurling ‘B’ League Co Final 

John Lockes 2-12 Emeralds 0-13
JJ Kavanagh & Sons JH ‘A’ North Final

Graigue Ballycallan 0-14 St. Lachtains 0-11
Iverk Produce JH ‘A’ South Final

Windgap 1-13 Carrickshock 0-7
JJ Kavanagh & Sons JH ‘B’ North Final

St.Patricks 3-10 St. Lachtains 0-9
Iverk Produce JH ‘B’ South Final 

Mullinavat 1-11 Mooncoin 0-12
Iverk Produce South JH League ‘A’ Final

Rower Inistioge 2-11 B’hale Shamrocks 1-13
Iverk Produce South JH League ‘B’ Final

John Lockes 2-13 Rower Inistioge 2-7
JJ Kavanagh and Sons 

Northern Junior A Hurling League Final

St. Lachtains 2-13 St. Martins 2-12
JJ Kavanagh & Sons 

Northern Junior B hurling League Final

Emeralds 4-15 Galmoy 2-6
Iverk Produce South JH League Final 

Tullogher Rosbercon 3-16 Piltown 2-14
Paddy Cahill Memorial Cup Final

Kilmacow 2-10 O’Loughlin Gaels 1-10
Kevin Fennelly Memorial Cup Final

Erins Own 0-16 Piltown 0-16
Ml Lyng Motors U21 H ‘A’ North Final

Erins Own 3-9 Conahy Shamrocks 2-10
Ml Lyng Motors U21 H ‘A’ South Final

Ballyhale Shamrocks 0-14 Rower Inistioge 1-8
Ml Lyng Motors U21 H ‘B’ North Final

Ogra Naomh Lachtain 4-10 Fenians 1-6
Ml Lyng Motors U21 H ‘B’ South Final 

(to be played)

Duggan Steel U16 H Roinn ‘A’ Co Final

Dicksboro 2-22 O’Loughlin Gaels 0-6
Duggan Steel U16 H Roinn ‘B’ Co Final

Barrow Rangers 2-11 Rower Inistioge 0-15
Duggan Steel U16 H Roinn ‘C’ Co Final

Slieverue 4-10 Kilmacow 0-11
Duggan Steel U16 H League ‘A’ Final 

Dicksboro 2-12 Erins Own 1-5
Duggan Steel U16 H League ‘B’ Final

Barrow Rangers 2-13 Carrickshock 2-3 
Duggan Steel U16 H League ‘C’ Final 

Blacks and Whites 1-9 Dicksboro No.2 0-8
Duggan Steel U14 H Roinn ‘A’ Co Final 

Dicksboro 2-11 Thomastown 1-7
Duggan Steel U14 H Roinn ‘B’ Co Final 

John Lockes 7-8 Mooncoin 3-3 
Duggan Steel U14 H Roinn ‘C’ Co Final 

Kilmacow 5-6 Bennettsbridge 2-4
Under-14 H Feile no nGael Final

(Paddy Grace Memorial)

Dicksboro 4-12 Thomastown 2-6
Duggan Steel U-14 H League Div 1 Final

Dicksboro 3-11 O’Loughlin Gaels 2-4
Duggan Steel U-14 H League Div 11 Final 

Kilmacow 6-2 Graigue Ballycallan 3-6
Duggan Steel U-14 H League Div 111 Final 

Bennettsbridge 7-11 Young Irelands 1-5
C na mB  Roinn ‘A’  Hurling Co Final

(Educational Supplies League)

Clara 3-6,  Thomastown 2-5
C na mB  Roinn ‘B’  Hurling Co Final 

(Hennessy Fuels League)

Ballyhale 2-5,  Urlingford  1-7

C na mB  Roinn ‘C’  Hurling Co Final 
(Paddy O'Connell, Dublin League)

Bennettsbridge 5-4,  Kilmacow 2-3
C na mB  Roinn ‘D’  Hurling Co Final 

(Tedcastles Oil)

Dunamaggin  6-1,  Carrickshock  0-7
C na mB  Country Cup Hurling Co Final 

(Corn Na Bhaldraithe - Tedcastles Oil) 

Clara 6-13,  Kilmanagh  2-4 
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County Senior Football Final

Erins Own 1-5 Mullinavat 1-3
Intermediate Co Football Final

St. Lachtains 0-8 Thomastown 0-4
Junior Co Football Final

Danesfort 1-13 St. Patricks 1-5
Junior ‘A’ County Football Final

(to be played)

Senior Football League Final

Railyard 2-6 Mullinavat 0-9
Intermediate Football League Final

St.Lachtains 3-3 Conahy Shamrocks 0-9
U-21 F Roinn ‘A’ Final

(to be played)

U-21 F Roinn B Final

(to be played)

Iarnrod Eireann Minor F Roinn A Co Final

(to be played)

larnrod Eireann Minor F Roinn B Final

(to be played)

larnrod Eireann Minor F Roinn C Final

(to be played)

larnrod Eireann Minor F Roinn D Final 

(to be played)

Duggan Steel 

U-16 A Football Championship Final

Erins Own 1-9 Mooncoin 1-4
Duggan Steel 

U-16 B Football Championship Final

Rower Inistioge        Piltown
Duggan Steel 

U-16 C Football Championship Final

Mullinavat 3-11 Barrow Rangers 1-6
Duggan Steel

U-16 D Football Championship Final

Conahy Shamrocks 5-7 B’hale Shamrocks 0-3
Duggan Steel U-16 F Leagues Div I - IV

(Each league combined with championship)

Duggan Steel U-14 F Roinn A Final

Dicksboro 5-5 O’Loughlin Gaels 4-2
Duggan Steel U-14 F Roinn B Final

John Lockes 5-7 Lisdowney 3-2
Duggan Steel U-14 F Roinn C Final

Glenmore 6-3 Emeralds 2-0
Duggan Steel U-14 F Roinn D Final

Bennettsbridge 5-9 Ballyhale Shamrocks 2-4
Duggan Steel U-14 F League Div I Final

Dicksboro 4-7 Thomastown 4-2
Duggan Steel U-14 F League Div II Final

Lisdowney 1-6 Mullinavat 0-2
Duggan Steel U-14 F League Div Ill Final

John Lockes 8-7 Barrow Rangers 0-1
Duggan Steel U-14 F League Div IV Final

Glenmore 4-6  Kilmacow 3-4
C na mB  Roinn ‘A’  Football Final 

(Bertie O'Callaghan Cup/Kilkenny Association, Dublin)

St Canice’s 4-8, Gaelscoi 0-4
C na mB  Roinn ‘B’  Football Final 

(Toymaster League)

Piltown 3-5  Graignamanagh 3-4
C na mB  Roinn ‘C’  Football Final 

(Tedcastles Oil)

Gowran 6-11  Slieverue 0-1
C na mB  Country Cup Final

Ballyragget 3-6  Graignamanagh 0-1
Northern U21 Football Roinn ‘A’  Final

(to be played)

Southern U-21 F Roinn A Final

(to be played)

Northern U-21 F Roinn B Final

(to be played)

Southern U-21 F Roinn B Final    

(to be played)

Senior Championship

St. Lachtain’s 3-12 – Mullinavat 1-2
Senior League

St. Lachtain’s 2-14 – Mullinavat 0-6
Intermediate Championship

Tullogher Rosbercon 2-4 – Thomastown 1-5
Intermediate League

Tullogher Rosbercon 5-15 – Windgap 2-8
Junior Championship

Paulstown 5-3 – Carrickshock 2-7
Junior League

Blacks & Whites 3-11 – Piltown 1-3
Under 21A

(to be played)

Under 21B

(to be played)

Under 18A

(to be played)

Under 18B

(to be played)

Under 18 C

(to be played)

Under 16A

Thomastown 1-6 – St. Martin’s 1-5
Under 16B

O’Loughlin Gaels 1-10 – Dicksboro 2-5
Under 16C

Blacks & Whites 6-8 – Clara 4-4
Under 14A

Windgap 3-9 – Thomastown 1-2
Under 14B

Lisdowney 2-3– Clara 2-2
Under 14C

Tullaroan 2-6 – Danesfort 3-0
Under 14D

Young Irelands 5-6 – Rower Inistioge 1-3
Primary Schools Roinn ‘A’

Clara 4-5,  Freshford 3-5
Primary Schools Roinn ‘B’

St Canice’s “A” 11-3,  Carrickshock 0-0
Primary Schools Roinn ‘C’

Lisdowney 5-9,  Rower/Inistioge 1-3
Primary Schools Roinn ‘D’

Dunamaggin 12-3,  Ballyragget 1-1
Under 12A

Dicksboro 3-0 – Ballyragget 1-0
Under 12B

St. Lachtain’s 8-1 – Paulstown 0-0
Under 12C

Windgap 6-1 – Carrickshock 0-0
Under 12D

Mullinavat 2-8 – Thomastown 0-1

St.Canice’s Credit Union Senior Hurling
League Final (2004)

James Stephens w/o   G/Ballycallan  scr

St.Canice’s Credit Union Senior Hurling
League Final (2005)

B’hale Shamrocks w/o   James Stephens  scr

Vale Oil Intermediate Hurling League Final
Replay

Dicksboro  0-12  Galmoy  1-8

J. J. Kavanagh and Sons Junior Football
Championship Final

St. Lachtains  2-7  Tullogher Rosbercon  0-5

Under 21A  Football Championship Final
Railyard 0-9  Rower Inistioge   0-3

Under 21B  Football Championship Final
Mullinavat  3-8   Mooncoin  2-4

Minor A Football Championship Final
St.Martins  6-8   Piltown  2-6

Minor C Football Championship Final
Mooncoin 3-7  Lisdowney  1-6
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