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Time was when this Yearbook brought the story, in its entirety, to every
household that needed to hear the message, but such is the pressure of fix-
tures, this is nigh on an impossible task. We have tried so hard to tell all the
stories, of all the games, of all the wins, the triumphs, the opposite side of
the same triumphs, but the full picture has eluded us. 
It has been an enormously busy year again, but the treasure trove from all
the competitions has been rather dismal, relatively speaking.
Kilkenny, as ever, harbour great ambitions, big expectations. Defeat is seldom
an option that is acceptable. We cannot win everything all of the time. There
has to be a level of acceptance of failure on occasion. It is still a difficult
baton to pick up, but reality must be accepted, in whatever form, analyses,
good or not so, must be undertaken, and forward movement is mandatory.
The year rattled with clarion blows about Munster hurling, and the new pas-
sion, and charisma that were brought into the arena by Waterford, and
Limerick. Nobody said a word about Dublin, who in my lowly opinion-what do I
know- were surely entitled to a very special place in the summer sun for their
magnificent exploits on the hurling field. They won the Leinster double (minor,
and under-21). Castleknock (seven years in the making) stormed through the
Féile Champinship, winning the Christy Ring with consummate ease. Their sen-
ior team didn’t fare too badly either in the Leinster Championship, and then,
Ballyboden went within a point of qualifying for the AIB All Ireland Club
semi-final.
That’s my idea of something to boast about.
Speaking of Féile; Did you not feel proud as the Coco Cola Féile Parade came
down John Street to the Parade?
I bet you did, and were you not entitled to be proud/
Our brilliant senior team did the business; the only inter-county team to do
so. The CBS, nearly made it; Castlecomer Community School came within an
agonising ace of nailing the eventual All Ireland Colleges Champions, De La
Salle in the semi-final.
The big successes were the performances of our young camogie players who
won their minor All Ireland, and what about those footballers winning their
Junior All Ireland?
Fair steam to them. 
I need to thank all who made this possible, our professionals journalists,
Trevor Spillane (Kilkenny People), Enda Mc.Evoy (Sunday Tribune), and Pat
Treacy (Kilkenny Voice); thanks too to our magnificent professional photogra-
phers, Eoin Hennessy, Ray Mc Manus (Sportsfile) John Mc.Ilwaine, Charlie
Maher, and all the other snappers who have produced pictures for us.
Buíochas too to all the people who helped assemble this publication. It still
takes a lot of hard work. 
May I respectfully ask you, if possible, to support the people who generously
support us in our endeavours.

Nollaig Shona d’ár léitheoirí uilig

Barrie Henriques
EEddiittoorr..
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B
liain eile thart agus bliainiriseile a failtiu agam.Scealta agus
eachtrai na bliana 2007 –buiochas do lucht a n-insint agus
a gcur le cheile.

It is my great pleasure in this my final year as Chairman of
Kilkenny GAA  Co Board to welcome the publication of our Annual
Yearbook which reviews the happenings and achievements of
another season  during which great success was achieved in
Hurling ,Handball, Ladies Football and Camogie at both club and
county level.
Pride of place must go to our magnificent senior hurling team who
again reached the final of all four competitions in which they
played winning the Walsh cup, as well as both the Leinster and All
Ireland titles, as a result of which our county move into  joint first
place in hurling’s roll of honour with 30  All Ireland victories.
Congratulations to Captain Henry Shefflin and all of the players
and to team manager Brian Cody and his selectors and all the
backroom team on another great season.
The success of our Senior team was not unfortunately replicated at
any other level this year and we must work harder in the year
ahead to redress this. In this regard I hope the proposals to
reform our underage development system will be accepted and
acted upon by all.
The support of   our team sponsors Glanbia Plc remains vital in
helping us to maintain the level of success we have enjoyed over
many years.  This year our contract with them was extended for a
further three years and I hope that there will be many more such
contracts in the years thereafter.
Our Supporters Club branches here in Kilkenny and in Dublin and
Kildare also contribute substantially to the financing of our teams.
I express my thanks to them for their support and I urge all sup-
porters to join our Supporters club and so help them to further
increase the level of assistance to our teams.  
This year will forever be remembered as the year of the big break-
through for Ladies Football in our county. A first ever All Ireland
victory was achieved in Croke Park with a well deserved win in the
junior decider. Congratulations to all involved and we look forward
to further success in the years ahead.
Camogie also enjoyed great success this year retaining the u16
and minor All Ireland titles, a truly fantastic achievement.   I con-
gratulate all concerned with these victories and look forward with
anticipation to a Senior All Ireland   victory in the not too distant
future.
Handball as is now almost customary, had another successful
season with many great wins in a variety of All Ireland competi-
tions. Congratulations to the young and the not so young who
achieved these victories and well done again to the small but dedi-
cated group of people who administer the game in the county. The
sudden and untimely death of Mullinavats Eamon Law while play-
ing the game came as a great shock to all who knew him and to all
who played the game. I extend deepest sympathy to his family on

their sad loss.
The great run of success enjoyed by our clubs in
both the provincial and All Ireland competitions in recent years
continued this year with Ballyhale Shamrocks winning their fourth
Senior title, a fantastic achievement , while Danesfort won a his-
toric first ever All Ireland junior crown. Congratulations to all con-
cerned in both clubs. Conahy Shamrocks won their first Provincial
Junior title recently and we wish them well in the forthcoming All
Ireland series.
The current year’s county championships provided some great
games in all grades. Ballyhale Shamrocks retained the Senior title
in very impressive fashion despite having been forced to lineout
without two of the games finest players in Henry Shefflin and Cha
Fitzpatrick thus underlining the depth of talent currently at their
disposal. In the Final they defeated a very young St Martin’s side
who exceeded all expectations by reaching the final, and whose
turn will surely come in the years ahead.
Clara enjoyed tremendous success also winning both the Minor
and Intermediate championships in very impressive fashion
defeating James Stephens and St Lactains respectively and they
can  certainly look forward with confidence to their promotion to
the senior grade.
Victory in the junior final went deservedly to Conahy Shamrocks
who have been threatening a breakthrough for a number of year’s
.Unfortunately for their opponents Tullogher-Rosbercon it was
their second successive defeat in this final. Saint Martin’s enjoyed
an historic first ever win in the under 21 championship defeating
Ballyhale Shamrocks who were seeking a fifth successive title in
that grade.
Kilkenny Co Board again expresses its thanks to St Canices Credit
Union, Joe Coogan Auctioneers, JJ Kavanagh and sons, Iverk
Produce, Ml Lyng Motors, The Citroen Honda Centre and Duggan
Steel for their very generous sponsorship of all our
Championships.
Two major events, Feile na Gael and the Annual GAA Congress
were both successfully hosted in Kilkenny this year. The huge
number of visitors who attended both commented very positively
on their time with us and on the friendly reception they received
while here. Great credit is due to the committees who organised
these events for us
Finally I wish to thank Editor Barrie Henrique’s Chairman Pat
Henderson, Gerry O Neill and all  our Year Book committee on
producing another outstanding publication which I am sure will be
enjoyed by Kilkenny people at home and abroad throughout the
Festive season.
Is Mise,

Eamonn O Coinn,  
Cathaoirleach Coiste Contae Cill Chainnigh.

Kilkenny GAA Yearbook Committee greatly appreciates the generous support of our Advertisers, without whose faithful
sponsorship, this publication would never see the light of day. We earnestly urge our readers to support them 

at every possible opportunity.

FForewordoreword
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Within seven days of capitulating in the National League
Final against Waterford, the serious business of
Kilkenny club hurling kicked in. Whilst Brian Cody was

telling anyone who cared to listen, that Kilkenny, even when
they were hurling at their best in the Final still were not good
enough to win it, most club Managers and Selectors were only
caring and concentrating on the most important element of the
hurling jigsaw, club hurling. 
Some tasty morsels were of competition were anticipated after
the Groups were drawn. Champions, Ballyhale Shamrocks
were coupled, or whatever, with the Fenians, Dunnamaggin,
Graigue Ballycallan, Dicksboro, and Carrickshock again in
Group A. Finalists of 2006, O’Loughlin Gaels, Champions of
2005, James Stephens were banded with newly promoted
Mullinavat, Tullaroan, St.Martins, and Young Irelands. 
From the outset, the talk was about who would make the drop
back to Intermediate. Dicksboro, Young Irelands, Mullinavat
and St.Martins were being mentioned.
It was going to be a long drawn out season.
The Fenians (1-18) had a couple to spare over Dunnamaggin
(2-13), while the Champions were three points better than
Graigue Ballycallan (2-11). Surprisingly Dicksboro (1-13), play-
ing the best hurling of the year, tore down the Carrickshock
challenge (0-12) in their Group’s first round.
In Group B, James Stephens (2-16) beat Mullinavat (2-9) in a
game that would not have done much for the confidence of the
promoted Intermediate Champions. O’Loughlins (1-14) defeat-
ed Tullaroan (1-11), while St.Martins made a brilliant start to
their campaign against Young Irelands, winning by 1-22 to 1-9.
The odds on the Muckalee men going down were lengthening.
In Round 2, the Fenians and Ballyhale Shamrocks continued to
win with victories over Graigue Ballycallan and Carrickshock
respectively. Dunnamaggin (3-13) floored Dicksboro (0-16). In
Group b, city sides, James Stephens and O’Loughlins took out
St.Martins (barely) and Mullinavat respectively, with Tullaroan
eventually getting the better of Young Irelands. The odds were
now shortening on the Gowran men. 
Round 3 saw wins for Ballyhale Shamrocks, Graigue
Ballycallan – at last, and Carrickshock – as last as well,

Tullaroan, St.Martins, and James Stephens. 
Kilkenny charged through Offaly in Portlaoise in their first round
Leinster Championship outing.
The Féile arrived with a mighty roar. The President of the GAA
was seen more often in the skies over Kilkenny than on the
ground. 
The fourth round of the local Championship/League was played
on a Tuesday and Wednesday.
All eyes were on the clubs to see how they coped with getting
players to games. 
They managed well, with none of them calling on the assis-
tance of a helicopter.
Carrickshock were again beaten in Round 4, as were the Boro.
Both propped up Group A. Young Irelands had two goals to
spare over Mullinavat, which allowed them to leap frog over the
Vat men at the bottom of Group B.
The last round of the matches would answer a few difficult
questions. 
Could Carrickshock save themselves from the relegation fight?
The Boro needed a win over the Fenians to get themselves out
of danger. Graigue Ballycallan having manufactured a head of
steam, were looking at bypassing the Fenians, who were hell
bent on not allowing anybody to climb over them. The Graigue
men drove Dunnamaggin to the edge with a fine 4-9 to 0-18
win. Lo and behold, if the ‘Shock didn’t sweep the Fenians off
the park in Freshford with a terrific victory, winning by 3-12 to 1-
11. 
The ‘Shock were not to reproduce the same form again. 
St.Martins (1-27) clattered Mullinavat (1-20); James Stephens
(0-15), beat Tullaroan (1-10), while Young Irelands went down
for a fourth time, this time against O’Loughlin Gaels.  
Kilkenny faced Wexford in the Leinster Final
It was a stroll in the park, with the Cats winning by 2-24 to 1-
12.
The legendary Pat Henderson was honoured by the Leinster
Council with a Hall of Fame Award. President Mary Mc Aleese
made the presentation in Croke Park.
In the League Final, Ballyhale Shamrocks were too good for
the Village, winning by 1-18 to 1-12. Early markers were being

7

Shamrocks were Different
Class..... County SH Leaague & Championship report by Barrie Henriques

Photos - Eoin Hennessy

Senior County Champions 2007 – Ballyhale Shamrocks Senior Hurling Team who defeated St. Martin’s in the County final. 
Back : David Hoyne, Michael Paul Drennan, Anthony Walsh, Ger Fennelly, Eoin Knox, Alan Cuddihy, Joseph Holden, Enda Fitzpatrick, Martin Healy. 
Middle: Liam Grant, T.J Reid, Eamonn Walsh, Eamonn Fitzpatrick, Bob Aylward, Colin Fennelly, Brendan Costello, James Connolly, Aidan Cummins,

James Walsh, Donnacha Fitzpatrick. 
Front : Michael Fennelly, Paul Shefflin, Patrick Reid (Captain), Michael Darmody, Eoin Reid, Mark Aylward, Pauric Holden, Dylan Aylward, Evan Shefflin,

Eugene Aylward and Keith Nolan.  
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laid down. T.J.Reid clattered eight points between the Village
posts; his brother, Eoin collared 1-2, while his second brother
got on the scorecard with a point. 
Graigue Ballycallan had three points to spare over St.Martins in
the Shield Final.  

CHAMPIONSHIP   

After the excitement, the drama, the homecoming, the tears,
the winning, the Clubs of the County switched tack, and sud-
denly it was fashionable to talk club. So long forgotten, all of a
sudden it was chique to talk about your club’s chances.
The first round games featured four teams that had more than
a hurling game to play. For Dunnamaggin, Young Irelands,
Mullinavat, and Dicksboro, their survival at senior grade was

9

St Martinn’s - County SH Finalists 2007
Back: Liam Dowling, David Shore, James Maher, Mark Murphy, Mike Keane, Thomas Breen, Robert Shore, Thomas Dowling, Ollie Walsh

Middle: Aidan Lawler, Pádraig haughney, Ml Morrissey, John Maher, Niall Moran (Capt), Shane Coonan, Aidan Murphy, Brendan Maher, Shane Cadogan, Niall Maloney,
Don Callanan, Ml Mulhall, Dermot Lawlor, Anthony Maher (Sel)

Front: Christy Walsh (Trainer), Patrick Nolan, Brian Cadogan, Eoin McGrath, Paul Maher, John Mulhall, Damien Maher, Colin McGrath, Brian Mulhall, Joe Maher,
James Dowling, Alan Murphy, Ronan Maher, Stephen Murphy, Dick Dooley (Sel) 

CCoouunnttyy  SSHH  CChhaammppiioonnsshhiipp  TTeeaammss  22000077

Ballyhale Shamrocks: James Connolly, Paul Shefflin, Eamonn Walsh, Padraig
Holden, Michael Dermody, Aidan Cummins, Bob Aylward, James Fitzpatrick, Michael
Fennelly, Colin Fennelly, Eamonn Fitzpatrick, T. J. Reid, Eoin Reid, Patrick Reid, Mark
Aylward, Keith Nolan, Brendan Costelloe, David Hoyne, Ger Fennelly, 

Carrickshock: Emmett Dunphy, Niall Tennyson, John Murphy, John Raggett, John
Dalton, Shane Power John Tennyson, Pat Tennyson, Darren Dwyer, Michael Rice,
Richie Power, Pat Farrell, David Franks, Paul Barron, Jamie Power, Niall Rohan, Mark
Dwyer, Richie Frisby,Michael Rohan, John Butler.

Dicksboro: Brendan Corcoran, Oisin Breathnach, Kieran Cuddihy, Darren Tyrrell,
Paddy Henderson, David Carroll, James Maher, Alan McIntyre, Brian Walton, Eddie O
Donoghue, Dan O Neill, Conor O’Loughlin, Paul O’Flynn, Cillian Breathnach, Adrian
Stapleton Michael Fagan, Shane Maher, Tom Manning

Dunnamaggin: David Herity, Tom Hickey, Canice Hickey, Liam Heffernan, Darren
Fitzpatrick, Mark Heffernan, Andrew Hickey, Michael O Neill, Colin Herity, Andrew O
Neill, Niall Lahart, Seaghan O Neill, J. P. O Neill, Ken Moore, Ramie Cahill, Brien O
Shea,  J. J. Dunphy, Sean Connery, Niall Fennelly, Noel Hickey, Aidan O Donavan,
Niall McCormack.

Fenians: P. J. Ryan, Paul Phelan, Jodie Delaney, Declan Garrett, Ger Henderson, P.
J. Delaney, J. J. Delaney, Cathal Ryan, John Broderick, Brian Ryan, Brian Power, Paul
Quinlan,  Kevin Power, Stephen Grehan, Kieran Grehan, James Whelan, Jason Ryan,
Lar Ryan, Diarmuid Broderick.

Graigue Ballycallan: P. J. Pollard, Darragh Walton, Dermot Hoyne, Brian Dalton, Pat
Robinson, Ciaran Hoyne, James Ryall, Adrian Burke, Niall Millea, Eddie Brennan,
John Hoyne, Michael Hoyne, Jo Jo Brennan, Denis Brennan, Gearoid Cleere, Jimmy
Smith, Shane Murphy, James Young.

James Stephens: Francis Cantwell, Tomas Keogh, Donnacha Cody, Dermot Grogan,
Peter Barry, Jackie Tyrrell, Joe Mernagh, Eoin McCormack, Paddy O Brien, Matt Ruth,
Eoin Larkin, Garry Whelan, Shane Egan, Richard Hayes, David McCormack, Joe
Murray,  Joe Murphy, Shane Brennan, David Walton, Martin Phelan, Phil Larkin.

Mullinavat: P. J. Alyward, Tony Duggan, Ger Anthony, Seamie Farrell, Kevin Aylward,
Walter Burke, Tomas Frisby, Liam Murphy, Conor Conway, Willie O’ Dwyer, Dinny
Butler, Nicholas Anthony, Paddy Raftice, Michael Murphy, Jamie Fennelly, Andrew Mc
Govern, Damien Aylward, Paddy Jones, Richie Raftice.

O’Loughlin Gaels: Ollie Blanchfield, Brian Kelly, Brian Murphy, Alan O Brien, Sean
Dowling, Brian Hogan Andy Kearns, Alan Geoghegan, Mark Kelly, Jimmy Comerford,
Maurice Nolan, Andy Comerford, Mark Bergin, Martin Comerford, Brian Dowling,
Jason Lawlor,  Danny Loughnane.

St. Martin’s: Colin McGrath, Shane Cadogan, Brendan Maher, Alan Murphy, Niall
Moran, Paddy Nolan, Ronan Maher, Paul Maher, Shane Coonan, Thomas Breen,
John Maher, John Mulhall, Eoin McGrath, Brian Mulhall, Joe Maher, Ollie Walsh, Aidan
Murphy, James Dowling, Don Callanan, Damien Maher.

Tullaroan: Richie Holland, Michael Maher, Eddie Campion, Paddy Campion, David
Dowling, Stephen Maher, Chris Maher, Shane Hennessy, Tommy Walsh, Paul Doheny, 
Michael Walsh, Stephen Dowling, Nicky Maher, Eamonn Brennan, Jimmy Coogan,
Mark Walsh.

Young Irelands: Martin Carey, Ciaran Carroll, Darragh Phelan, Martin Carter, Ollie
Carter, Stephen Byrne Michael Walsh, Michael Lennon, J. J. Lennon, Dick Carroll,
Tom Drennan, D.J. Carey, James Fitzgerald, Charlie Carter, Thomas Carroll, Eoghan
Farrell, Frankie Farrell,  Kevin Quinlan, Liam Phelan.

Aidan Cummins
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suddenly the highest decade on their beads. 
Young Irelands, D.J. Carey, Charlie Carter et al were fancied to
take out Dicksboro in Bennettsbridge. They didn’t do it
because they could only muster six points between them. The
Boro bagged double that score, and so went on to the quarter-
finals. It took Dunnamaggin two attempts to dislodge
Mullinavat, but they did it at the second attempt, after extra
time, even though they were hampered by the loss of Noel
Hickey.
Ballyhale Shamrocks (0-18) steered a tricky coarse through
the choppy waters churned up by Dunnamaggin (1-10) in
Hugginstown, but they got home in front, even though a visibly
near-crippled Noel Hickey made a cameo appearance during
the second half. 
A magnificent ten points by Muckalee’s John Maher was
enough to despatch the much-vaunted Carrickshock from the
Championship arena. This was an unexpected surprise, as the
Hugginstown outfit were the fancy of many to make waves in
this year’s Championship. Their stars failed to shine; they went
down by 1-20 to 2-11.
The annual – it nearly is at this stage- Championship clash
between the Fenians and Graigue Ballycallan was a cracker.
There were some magnificent performances from lads like
P.J.Delaney, J.J. Delaney, John Broderick, Kevin Power,
Micheál Hoyne, and Eddie Brennan. But standing four square
and ten above them all was the quiet man, James Ryall,
whose performance in the drawn game was stunning, and
whose performance in the replay was even more memorable.
Alas for him, the Fenians prevailed in the replay by 1-12 to 0-
10.
The Eoin Larkin powered James Stephens just about managed
to take care of the Boro challenge, winning by 2-14 to 4-6. 
The semi-final draws paired James Stephens against Ballyhale

Shamrocks, while St.Martins would get the winners of the
Fenians and Graigue Ballycallan.
Much to the delight of the big neutral crowd in Nowlan Park on
a beautiful Saturday afternoon, the D.J.Carey/Charlie Carter
show insured that senior hurling would still be played in
Gowran in 2007. Between them, they manufactured- well D.J.
did- a magnificent goal late in the game, which would certainly
be in the frame for the score of the year award. D.J’s long
hand-pass out to Charlie, completely bamboozled the
Mullinavat defence, and Charlie, as oft times before, rattled the
net. Young Irelands narrowly won by 1-11 to Mullinavat’s 0-13.
Charlie and D.J. scored 1-8 between them. The Gowran lads
were safe, Mullinavat returned from whence they came less
than twelve months previously.  
The Fenians were busy. After their titanic struggle to beat

Graigue Ballycallan, they were faced with a similar script
against surprise packet, St.Martins. 
After a belter of a game in Nowlan Park, the Saints, who had
looked well on their way earlier on, were forced to draw the
game with an Eoin Mc.Grath equaliser in the 60th minute.
There were heroics from both parties all through this one. John
Mulhall, John Maher, Niall Moran, Colin McGrath, and Shane
Cadogan were astonishing for the Muckalee men. The
Delaney duo, Broderick, Kevin Power, Ger Henderson, and
Kieran Grehan more than matched them on the Johnstown
side.
Ballyhale Shamrocks never looked as if their title was in dan-
ger, as they took out the James Stephens lads by 0-17 to 0-13.
They lost the services of Cha Fitzpatrick after a short twelve
minutes. T.J.Reid hit nine points for them, and his brother Eoin
hit three more. Mick Fennelly was super-charged at midfield,
particularly after the departure of “Cha”. 
The County Board, in their wisdom gave Kilkenny supporters
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1st Round
O'Loughlin Gaels 1-6,   Carrickshock 0-10
Fenians 2-11,   Tullaroan 0-13
Dunnamaggin 2-6,   Mullinavat 0-12
Dunnamaggin 0-23,   Mullinavat 0-14
Dicksboro 0-12,   Young Irelands 0-6

Qtr Finals
Ballyhale Shamrocks 0-18,   Dunnamaggin 1-10
St. Martin's 1-20,   Carrickshock 2-11
James Stephens 2-14,   Dicksboro 4-6
Graigue Ballycallan 2-13,   Fenians 2-13
Graigue Ballycallan 0-10,   Fenians 1-12

Semi-Finals
St. Martin's 1-11,   Fenians 0-14
St. Martin's 3-16,   Fenians 3-8
Ballyhale Shamrocks 0-17,   James Stephens 0-13

County Finall
Ballyhale Shamrocks 1-20,   St. Martin's 1-10

Relegation Final
Young Irelands 1-11,   Mullinavat 0-13

SStt  CCaanniicceess  CCrreeddiitt  UUnniioonn  SSHH  LLeeaagguuee

Group A

1st Round
Fenians 1-18,   Dunnamaggin 2-13
Ballyhale Shamrocks 2-14,   Graigue Ballycallan 2-

11
Dicksboro 1-13,   Carrickshock 0-12

2nd Round
Dunnamaggin 3-13,   Dicksboro 0-16
Graigue Ballycallan 0-18,   Fenians 2-15
Carrickshock 2-9,   Ballyhale Shamrocks 2-16

3rd Round
Fenians 0-11,   Ballyhale Shamrocks 2-17
Dicksboro 1-6,   Graigue Ballycallan 2-9
Dunnamaggin 1-10,   Carrickshock 3-9

4th Round
Dicksboro 0-12,   Fenians 0-15
Ballyhale Shamrocks 1-25,   Dunnamaggin 2-10
Carrickshock 0-15,   Graigue Ballycallan 1-14

5th Round
Dunnamaggin 0-18,   Graigue Ballycallan 4-9
Dicksboro 0-11,   Ballyhale Shamrocks 1-17
Carrickshock 3-12,   Fenians 1-11

Group B

1st Round
Mullinavat 2-9,   James Stephens 2-16
Tullaroan 1-11,   O'Loughlin Gaels 1-14
St. Martin's 1-22,   Young Irelands 1-9

2nd Round
James Stephens 2-13,   St. Martin's 2-11
O'Loughlin Gaels 1-17,   Mullinavat 0-12
Young Irelands 0-10,   Tullaroan 1-13

3rd Round
Mullinavat 1-8,   Tullaroan 0-13
St. Martin's 0-15,   O'Loughlin Gaels 0-11
James Stephens 0-17,   Young Irelands 3-5

4th Round
O'Loughlin Gaels 0-14,   James Stephens 1-18
Tullaroan 1-16,   St. Martin's 1-18
Mullinavat 0-12,   Young Irelands 2-12

5th Round
St. Martin's 1-27,   Mullinavat 1-20
James Stephens 0-15,   Tullaroan 1-10
Young Irelands 0-6,   O'Loughlin Gaels 1-14

League Final
Ballyhale Shamrocks 1-18,   James Stephens 1-12

Shield Final
St. Martin's 0-15,   Graigue Ballycallan 2-12

SStt  CCaanniicceess  CCrreeddiitt  UUnniioonn  SSHH    CChhaammppiioonnsshhiipp

John Maher
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the thrilling prospect of two County Finals, and a replayed
Senior semi-final in the one afternoon. Clara beat St.Lactains in
the Intermediate Final, while Conahy Shamrocks took out
Tullogher Rosbercon in the Junior decider.
The Fenians and St.Martins again went at it to decide who
might take on the Shamrocks in the County Final. 
In a game, that fell short of the drawn encounter, victory went
to the St.Martins lads who proved far too good for their oppo-
nents. John Maher again with 1-6 to his credit was executioner-
in-chief, but Tom Breen, and big Brian Mulhall gave their side a
big dig out too, contributing 2-2 between them.
COUNTY FINAL.

All the talk was about the loss of “Cha” Fitzpatrick and Henry
Shefflin to the Shamrocks, and what, if any advantage that
might hand to the St.Martins men. People were musing about
how the Shamrocks would muster their forces to counteract the
loss.
The reigning Champions were raging favourites with the book-

ies, even without the dynamic duo.
Enter the Reid clan. 
T.J.hurled like a veteran, bagging ten points. His brothers, Eoin,
and Patrick weighed in with 1-6. The final score read, Ballyhale
Shamrocks 1-20, St.Martins 1-10. The Reid’s take of 1-16 was
enough to win it on its own. But there were other qualities of
this emerging Shamrocks team that certainly contributed to a
marvellous victory, their eleventh in all. Eamonn Walsh at full
back never erred all through. Aidan Cummins, and the so-reli-
able Bobby Aylward oozed class and expertise in everything
they did. Mick Fennelly at midfield was a colossus, and then
you had the Reids.
St.Martins, although gutted by the loss, can have few regrets.
Their entire team is at an early stage of evolving into some-
thing very impressive. Their more youthful contingent will have
learned plenty.
It’s hard to beat champions.
On County Final day, Ballyhale Shamrocks were DIFFERENT
CLASS.  
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EEMMOO  --  HHEENNNNEESSSSYY  FFUUEELLSSEEMMOO  --  HHEENNNNEESSSSYY  FFUUEELLSS
Hebron Industrial Estate , 

Kilkenny.  Tel: 056 - 7721285

Heating Oil · Kerosene
Car Diesel · Oil Tanks

MMMMIIIICCCCKKKK    DDDDEEEEMMMMPPPPSSSSEEEEYYYY’’’’SSSS    
BBBBAAAARRRR    &&&&    LLLLOOOOUUUUNNNNGGGGEEEE

FOR TOP CLASS FOOD, DRINK, 
AND COMPANY 

IN DELIGHTFUL SURROUNDS. 

WE ALSO OFFER TOP CLASS 
B & B ACCOMODATION AT VERY COM-

PETITIVE PRICES.

Mick Dempsey’s - where followers of
the game go.

21 JOHN STREET, KILKENNY.
TEL. NO. 056-7721543
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The 2007 hurling diary, as it came off the printer’s presses,
looked enthralling, and exciting. Particularly, the Munster
end of things looked hugely appetising, and even though

the Leinster segment did not reflect a comparable  attractive-
ness, nevertheless, Wexford, and a hoped-for resurgent Offaly,
were deemed worthy challengers to the Kilkenny men. And
then there was Galway, or more succinctly, Ger Loughnane.
All eyes were on selectorial conclave after Loughnane’s return
from foreign climes, to see what direction the Galway team was
headed, or more importantly, to see the makeup of the team.

The perennial Walsh Cup Final against Wexford in Wexford
Park on a very cold February 24th served its usual purpose of
blowing cobwebs from unwilling static joints. Level at halt time
as they shared 14 points, Kilkenny hit the front a couple of min-
utes after the resumption, and stayed in front to win by 1-13 to
0-10.
Kilkenny was represented on the day by Richie O’Neill, Noel
Hickey (capt), Brian Hogan, J.J.Delaney, Jackie Tyrrell,
P.J.Delaney, Tommy Walsh, Derek Lyng, Peter Cleere, Eddie
Brennan, Austin Murphy, Eoin Larkin, Willie O’Dwyer, Seoghan
O’Neill and Aidan Fogarty. Subs (used): Eoin Mc.Cormack,
Michael Rice, John Dalton, Mickie Murphy. 

Kilkenny opened their League account against Dublin in Parnell
Park on a sunny, but cold end of February Sunday, seven days
before the Walsh Cup Final. Kilkenny shot 2-13, but the Dubs
shot 0-19. They ( the Dubs) were deliriously happy, Kilkenny
less – much less- so.
Eddie Brennan was the brightest star on view, scoring 0-6. Eoin
Larkin got 0-6, five from frees; Willie O’Dwyer bagged 0-3,
while Eoin Mc Cormack, (0-2), Martin Comerford (0-1), and
Aidan Fogarty (0-1), completed the Kilkenny scoring.

Tipperary were first visitors to Nowlan Park to test the reigning
League Champions.
After nineteen games undefeated, stretching back to the All
Ireland semi-final of 2005, Kilkenny came up short against the
ould enemy, Tipperary in Nowlan Park, in front of a 5,000
crowd. The Tipp full forward line caused all sorts of problems
for the Kilkenny lads, with the Kelly’s, Paul and Eoin, and
Danny O’Hanlon ramming home 3-10 of their total haul of 3-13.
It was close, and at times very well contested, but the power
was with the Premier County, and they were deservedly worthy
winners. More and more the Kilkenny League crown was slip-
ping. 
Eddie Brennan (1-1), Martin Comerford (1-0), Michael Rice (0-
2), John Dalton, Brian Hogan, and John Dalton (’65), (0-1 each)
were the Kilkenny scorers.

Danesfort had won the All Ireland Junior club crown; Ballyhale
Shamrocks had won the All Ireland senior club title, and on the
Bank Holiday Monday, Kilkenny faced a resurgent Limerick.
They won quite comfortably 2-17 to Limerick’s 0-12. In honesty,
it got Kilkenny’s League train back on the tracks, but it certainly
was not something to actually boast about, as the
Shannonsiders were not exactly a formidable challenge. 
Richie Power (0-6, three frees), Martin Comerford (1-2), Derek
Lyng (1-0), Eoin Mc. Cormack (0-3), Michael Rice (0-2), Peter
Cleere, Eddie Brennan, Eoin Larkin and Aidan Fogarty (0-1
each) were the Kilkenny marksmen.

It was to the Glens that the Kilkenny made their way for the
fourth round of the Allianz National Hurling League. Despite the
weekend coaching administered by Christy Heffernan and
Johnny “Red” Walsh, the League champions returned south
with both points comfortably in the bag, winning by 2-21 to
Antrim’s 0-11. It was champagne stuff all the way, with Eddie
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OOOOnnnneeee    MMMMiiiigggghhhhttttyyyy    TTTTeeeeaaaammmm!!!!
The Kilkenny 2007 SH Odyssey by Barrie Henriques   hhhh

Eoin Hennessy

Kilkenny V Dublin, Parnell Park.

NATIONAL LEAGUE

Walsh Cup Final
Kilkenny V Wexford, Feb 24th, Wexford  Park.

Kilkenny VLimerick, Nowlan Park.

Kilkenny Antrim, Ballycastle.

Kilkenny Tipp, Nowlan Park.
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Brennan (1-4), Martin Comerford (1-3), Aidan Fogarty (0-5),
Richie Power (0-4, two frees), Michael Rice (0-2), Derek Lyng
and Eoin Mc.Cormack (0-1 each) registering the scores.
However, there was a really big test coming down the track.

Kilkenny CBS made the All Ireland Colleges’ final after a great
win over Gort Comprehensive School. Kilkenny faced Galway
in Nowlan Park. A win would give them the semi-final spot; the
loss would shove them into quarterfinals. Sluggish in their
opening half, they were behind at the break by 0-12 to 0-9.
Kilkenny looked a better team at the start of the second half.
They were livelier, and more concentrated. Galway, leading by
0-13 to 0-10 after 35 minutes, were awarded a penalty. A goal
for the Tribesmen would have presented the home side with a
hill, a very big hill to climb. Cloonan elected surprisingly to go
for the tap over. Within a few minutes, Kilkenny had caught,
and then passed the Tribesmen. The rest is history, with the
League Champions winning by 1-19 to 0-18.
Kilkenny were in the Allianz National League semi-finals.
The Kilkenny scorers were, Richie Power (0-7, five frees), Eoin
Mc.Cormack (1-1), Eddie Brennan (0-3), Derek Lyng, Michael
Rice (0-2 each), John Tennyson, Tommy Walsh, Martin
Comerford, Eoin Larkin (0-1 each). 

The GAA Congress finished, and we all headed to Thurles.
National League semi-final day is a big day. We needed to see
if our lads were still hungry, still focussed, still had the power.
Henry, the married version, was scheduled to appear. The
power was there. The focus was there in spades. The appetite
was that of a hungry man, roaming the desert for weeks with-
out food and water, and suddenly finding himself in the frozen
food department of Tesco.  It was a stroll in the park, as
Kilkenny steamrolled the Wexford effort into the lush turf of
Semple Stadium, winning by 2-22 to Wexford’s 2-7.The
Kilkenny scorers were, Richie Power (0-9, six frees), Aidan
Fogarty (2-1), Eoin Larkin, James “Cha” Fitzpatrick (0-3 each),
Derek Lyng, Martin Comerford, Eddie Brennan (0-2 each).

Waterford had ploughed their way through the pack to face
Kilkenny in the League Final in Thurles. They were not without
a chance. They had brought a breath of freshness, and new

colour to the hurling arena. They also brought the crowds wher-
ever, and whenever they played. 
This was as good a hurling classic as you could find so early in
the season. There was plenty of good hurling played. There
was plenty of admirable character on show too. It wasn’t so
much that Kilkenny lost their title, as Waterford put in a titanic
effort to win it, an effort that Kilkenny just could not match on
the day. Waterford did not make life easy for themselves in
doing so, hitting twice as many wides as the champions.
Waterford discovered that players like honest Seamie
Prendergast, Steven Molumphy, Aidan Kearney, and Michael
“Brick” Walsh would be well capable of doing the business
when the heat of battle was cranked up. 
“We weren’t good enough in the end”, was the honest appraisal
of Brian Cody to the gathered media.
One could not disagree.
The Kilkenny scorers were, Henry Shefflin (0-11, ten frees),
Martin Comerford, Eddie Brennan, Richie Power (0-2 each),
Derek Lyng (0-1). 
Kilkenny: P.J.Ryan, Noel Hickey, Brian Hogan, J.J.Delaney,
Jackie Tyrrell, P.J.Delaney, Tommy Walsh, Derek Lyng, Willie
O’Dwyer, Eddie Brennan, Martin Comerford, Richie Power,
Henry Shefflin, James “Cha” Fitzpatrick (capt), Aidan Fogarty, 
Subs (used): Eoin Larkin, Eoin Mc. Cormack, 
Ref: Seamus Roche (Tipperary). 

The Inter County scene was pushed to the wings, as –in many
people’s opinions- the more serious business of getting teams
up and running in their respective club competitions hit the
boards. Féile came and went. Young Joanne Cuddihy from
Kilkenny City, and Eileen O’Keeffe from Callan were readying
for the World Student Games in China and the World
Championships in Osaka later in the season, around All Ireland
Final time. Jim Bolger was kicking in a few high level winners,
and D.J.Carey was back in the Young Irelands fold.

Offaly Manager, John McIntyre, was euphoric in his appraisal of
Kilkenny after they put paid to the Faithful County’s ambitions
of winning the Leinster crown by 1-27 to 1-13. In truth, the
score was not a true reflection of the Offaly worth, as they were
well in the game with eight minutes left on the clock. Martin

Neighbours Waterford - Deserving NHL Winners 2007       Sportsfile

Kilkenny Galway, Nowlan Park.

The Championship

NHL Final
Kilkenny Waterford, Thurles.

Kilkenny V Offaly  Leinster semi-final in Portlaoise,
Sunday June 10th.
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Comerford was orchestrator-in-chief, while Henry Shefflin was
executioner. Michael Kavanagh at corner back was displaying a
renewed spirit, which he maintained, and improved upon to the
All Ireland win. “Cha” Fitzpatrick was very impressive at mid-
field, while Tommy Walsh was a swashbuckling warrior at wing
back.
The Kilkenny scorers were, Henry Shefflin (0-12), Martin
Comerford, James “Cha” Fitzpatrick (0-3 each), Eoin Larkin (1-
0), Eddie Brennan, Aidan Fogarty (0-2 each), Tommy Walsh,
J.J.Delaney, Derek Lyng, Michael Fennelly, Eoin Reid (0-1
each).
Kilkenny: P.J.Ryan, Michael Kavanagh, Noel Hickey, Jackie
Tyrrell, Tommy Walsh, Brian Hogan, J.J.Delaney, James “Cha”
Fitzpatrick, Derek Lyng, Willie O’Dwyer, Henry Shefflin, Eoin
Larkin, Eddie Brennan, Martin Comerford, Aidan Fogarty.
Subs (used): Michael Fennelly, Eoin Reid, James Ryall, John
Tennyson, Michael Rice. 

Wexford, who got out by the skin of their teeth to defeat Dublin
in their semi-final, were psychologically right, or so we were
force-fed by people in the know, to take on the reigning
Champions. In one of the greatest mis-matches in the long tra-
dition of Kilkenny/Wexford encounters, Kilkenny cruised home
in second gear to win by 2-24 to 1-12.
Kilkenny scorers were, Willie O’Dwyer (2-3), Henry Shefflin (0-
9, four frees), Martin Comerford (0-5), Eoin Larkin (0-2), James
“Cha” Fitzpatrick (0-2, one free), Eddie Brennan (0-1, line ball),
Michael Rice, Brian Hogan (0-1 each).
Kilkenny: P.J.Ryan, Michael Kavanagh, Noel Hickey, Jackie
Tyrrell, Tommy Walsh, Brian Hogan, J,J,Delaney, James “Cha”
Fitzpatrick, Michael Fennelly, Willie O’Dwyer, Henry Shefflin,
Eoin Larkin, Eoin Reid, Martin Comerford, Eddie Brennan.
Subs (used): James Ryall, John Dalton, John Tennyson,
Michael Rice, Donnacha Cody.

The back door system, with its labyrinth of possibility, eventual-
ly arrived at an eight-team quarter-final programme, comprising
of Kilkenny, Galway, Limerick, Clare, Wexford, Tipperary, Cork
and Waterford for the third meeting between the pair.
If ever a game was talked up, the one between Kilkenny and
Galway was being flagged as the game of the season, more for
what was said off the field than on, more for what was said by
one, and not said by another.

Limerick - All Ireland SH Finalists 2007           Sportsfile

Sportsfile

Eoin Hennessy

Kilkenny V Wexford Leinster Final in Croke Park, 
Sunday July 1st.

Kilkenny V Galway,  All Ireland Quarter Final Final in
Croke Park,  Sunday July 26th.
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To make matters even worse, the team, who had a tremendous
bond with Vanessa Mc.Garry, were distraught at her dreadful
departure in a car accident. They had a tough time coming to
terms with that, and an All Ireland quarterfinal against Galway.
This was a real high-octane encounter, with the losers well
placed to win, if they were able, with just nine minutes remain-
ing. They had given as good as they got, and the fine crowd
thrilled to every effort of both sides. Galway were fast, cunning,
and well capable of causing an upset. Kilkenny were sleek,
careful, composed, and cunning.
At 61 minutes, the sides were still locked together, with Galway
looking the more likely winners. Eoin Larkin won a hard-earned
ball, flashed it towards Eddie Brennan, whom he espied on the
goalward side of the Galway full back, Ger Mahon. Brennan did
what is always expected of him in such situations. The net
bulged, Kilkenny had hit the high road towards the winners
enclosure, and a delightful flutter of points put them ten points
clear of a now floundering, dispassionate Galway side.
Whilst all played better than average, some played the prover-
bial blinder. Kavanagh, Hickey, Walsh, Shefflin, Brennan were
excellent. The substitutions too were key to this fine win.
Kilkenny were now going forward, with a confident pep in their
step. It was going to take a great team to beat them from here.

Kilkenny scorers were, Henry Shefflin (0-8, frees), Eddie
Brennan (2-2), Richie Power (1-1), James “Cha” Fitzpatrick (0-
3, one free), Derek Lyng, Eoin Larkin, Martin Comerford (0-2
each), Willie O’Dwyer, Aidan Fogarty (0-1 each).
Kilkenny: P.J.Ryan, Michael Kavanagh, Noel Hickey, Jackie
Tyrrell, Tommy Walsh, Brian Hogan, J.J.Delaney, Derek Lyng,
James “Cha” Fitzpatrick, Eddie Brennan, Henry Shefflin, Eoin
Larkin, Willie O’Dwyer, Martin Comerford, Aidan Fogarty.
Subs (used): Richie Power, James Ryall, John Tennyson,
Michael Fennelly.  

Waterford and Cork still had to decide which of them were des-

tined for the semi-final slot against Limerick, on the same day
as Kilkenny faced Wexford for the second time in the season,
to define who would be in the All Ireland Final.
Complacency was always going to be a problem for players,
and certainly for spectators. 
Such was the confidence of the rank and file Kilkenny support,
a small number of supporters travelled to Dublin for the game.
Hard to blame people, considering Kilkenny had walloped the
Wexford men by fifteen points in the Leinster Final. 
Kilkenny won by ten points, but they paid a very high price for
the victory. Goalkeeper, P.J.Ryan broke his ulna. Full back,
Noel Hickey pulled up smartly with a huge question mark over
his availability for the Final. His groin seemed at the time to be
the worrying factor. 
One could say that Kilkenny got the job done, professionally,
clinically, efficiently, with no histrionics, or showboating. They
led at half time by 0-11 to 0-6. The game was as good as over.
They finished with an 0-23 to 1-10 victory under their belts.
Scorers: Henry Shefflin (0-14, ten frees, one ’65), James “Cha”
Fitzpatrick, Martin Comerford, Eoin Larkin (0-2 each), Willie
O’Dwyer, Richie Power, Aidan Fogarty (0-1 each)
Kilkenny: P.J.Ryan, Michael Kavanagh, Noel Hickey, Jackie
Tyrrell, Tommy Walsh, Brian Hogan, J.J.Delaney, Derek Lyng,
James “Cha” Fitzpatrick, Eddie Brennan, Henry Shefflin, Eoin
Larkin, Willie O’Dwyer, Martin Comerford, Richie Power.
Subs (used): John Tennyson, Richie Mullally, Aidan Fogarty,
J.Dalton, Eoin Reid.

Joanne Cuddihy surprisingly qualified for the World
Championship semi-finals at 400 metres in Osaka. Better than
that, Callan’s Eileen O’Keeffe made it to the final of the ham-
mer competition after her first throw. Better than even those;
Kilkenny were marching to their fourth All Ireland Final in five
years.
How marvellous is that?

21

Vital Sequences in the Final:- Henry’s goal and Noel Hickey’s injury, captured by John McIlwaine and Eoin Hennessy respectively.

Kilkenny V Wexford, All Ireland semi-final, Croke
Park, Sunday August 5th.

GUINNESS ALL IRELAND FINAL
Kilkenny V Limerick Croke Park, Sunday September 2nd.
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This time, it was a repeat of the 1973 or
1974 scenario. This time, as in that time,
Limerick were the opponents, and worthy
opponents they proved.
In their semi-final, Waterford made the
cardinal error of anticipating that they
would again be facing Kilkenny in a
National major competition. They even
anticipated inflicting the same chastising
medicine they had administered in the
Allianz National League Final.
Big mistake!.
Limerick had their own dreams too. They
did not involve being cannon fodder to a
Decies outfit that stood in their way of All
Ireland honour.
Kilkenny were nervous. Injuries were
foremost in most hurling topics. P.J. Ryan
eventually convinced the medics that he
was ready for his first All Ireland Final.
The Dunnamaggin farmer too was ready.
Limerick needed a solid, convincing start.
They failed on that issue.
Kilkenny made no mistakes in that
regard.
Two quick points by Aidan Fogarty and
Henry Shefflin had the Kilkenny machine
purring inside the first three minutes.
Within eight minutes, it was sweetly

singing as Eddie Brennan had slammed
home a marvellously crafted goal. Sixty
seconds further in, Henry Shefflin – how
he did it, only he knows - had another
ball nestling in the Limerick net. After ten
minutes, Kilkenny led by 2-3 to no score.
Tommy Walsh was immaculate at wing
back.
At the 22-minute point, Kilkenny lost Noel
Hickey to injury.
At half time they led by double scores,
Kilkenny 2-10, Limerick 0-8.
As the teams returned for the second
half, one noticed that Henry Shefflin was
not trotting back to his number 11 berth.
We knew then that his injury was seri-
ous, very serious.
If someone were to tell you before the All
Ireland that Kilkenny would lose the serv-
ices of Noel Hickey and Henry Shefflin,
you would have cause to worry.
Worry was not on the menu for the
Kilkenny lads.
Well within their own capabilities, they
stormed to an All Ireland Final with great
character, composure, and a superb
élan.
They were never going to be caught, nor
did they ever look like a team that even

contemplated any element but a winning
one.
They proudly stand upsides with Cork at
30 titles apiece, and who is to say that
they will not stand alone next September.
This is one mighty team!

Scorers: Eddie Brennan (1-5), Henry
Shefflin (1-2, pointed free), Eoin Larkin
(0-4), Richie Power (0-4, three frees),
Tommy Walsh (0-2), James “Cha”
Fitzpatrick, Aidan Fogarty (0-1 each).

Kilkenny: P.J.Ryan, Michael Kavanagh,
Noel Hickey, Jackie Tyrrell,Tommy
Walsh, Brian Hogan, J.J.Delaney, Derek
Lyng, James “Cha” Fitzpatrick, Eddie
Brennan, Henry Shefflin (capt), Eoin
Larkin, Willie O’Dwyer, Martin Comerford,
Aidan Fogarty.
Subs (used): John Tennyson, Richie
Power, Michael Fennelly. (panellists);
James Mc.Garry, James Ryall, John
Dalton, P.J.Delaney, Sean Cummins,
Donnacha Cody, Richie Mullally, Michael
Rice, Eoin Mc.Cormack, Eoin Reid, Peter
Cleere, Richie O’Neill, Canice Hickey,
Richie Hogan.

Members of the Victorious 1982/83 Kilkenny Teams Honoured in Croke Park on All Ireland Final Day    (Picture by Sportsfile)
Back: Paddy Neary, Matt Ruth, Gordon Ryan, Sean Fennelly, Billy Fitzpatrick, Richie Power,  Frank Holohan, Ger Henderson, Christy Heffernan, Tom McCormack, Dinny

McCormack, John Henderson, Eamon Cody (representing Brian), Dick O’Hara, Paddy Prendergast, Eamon Wallace.
Front: Billy Walton, Mickey Kelly, Seb Ryan (representing Harry Ryan), Mick Brennan, Ger Fennelly, Kevin Fennelly, Joe Hennessy, Liam Fennelly, Nicky Brennan

(Uachtarán CLG and member of team), Kieran Brennan, Frank Cummins, Billy Purcell, Paudie Lannon,  Noel Skehan.
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St. Canice’s won their second
Roinn A hurling title in three
years by defeating a gallant
Freshford at Nowlan Park. The
score that proved crucial to their
success was a goal by centre
forward Kevin Kenny to give his
side a seven-point lead with fif-
teen minutes remaining. It placed
them in the comfort zone and
Freshford’s two-point tally after
this posed little threat to the boys
in maroon who won comfortably
by 5-6 to 1-6.
The first half, however, was an
evenly matched affair with play-
ers on both teams giving their
opponents no quarter. Freshford
gave spectators an exciting start
when, just 30 seconds after the
throw-in, captain Shane Donnelly
stormed through from the right wing and
caught goalkeeper Jack Cleere
unawares. Just a minute later, St.
Canice’s had their supporters cheering
when a long clearance from centre back
Rory Glynn (capt.) found full forward
Eoin Gough who struck a well-taken
goal. 
A Freshford free was converted by Liam
Hickey (1-2 to 1-1). Frees and wides
were a feature of the match at this stage
but St. Canice’s went ahead with points

from Eoin Gough and Shane O’Brien.
Freshford surged back into the game and
threatened the St. Canice’s goal but Jack
Cleere was coolness personified with his
saves and clearances. The game opened
up and spectators saw both teams give a
display of blocking and hooking. Just on
the stroke of half time, Eoin Gough
struck again, his goal effort finishing off a
move by Mark Slater and Jason
Hennessy. St. Canice’s led at half-time
by 2-3 to 1-2. 
Freshford were first to score in the sec-

ond half, a fine point by
James Maher. St. Canice’s
replied with a point from sub-
stitute Darragh Holohan
There were some brilliant
phases of play by both teams
in this period with Freshford
unlucky not to score. The
save of the match came at
10 minutes when Freshford
goalkeeper Darren Brennan
stopped a mighty St.
Canice’s strike. A second
strike by Kevin Kenny how-
ever was just too much for
him and St. Canice’s had
their third goal (3-4 to 1-3).
Liam Hickey pointed from a

free a minute later. Freshford’s backs
came under huge pressure and
Alexander Rafter did well to clear a cou-
ple of times. St. Canice’s however had
the momentum and corner forward
Diarmuid Hickey scored a goal after the
ball was dropped in from a 65 (4-4 to 1-
4). Robert Murphy for St. Canice’s and
Darragh Walsh for Freshford kept the
pressure on their respective full back
lines. At 20 minutes Robert Murphy got
his reward with a good point after
Stephen Farrell and Mark Slater worked
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Canice’s Retain Title
Cumann na
mBunscoileanna Repoort

Schools Final: Roinn A 

St Canice’s    5-6
Freshford      1-6

St Canice’s - Roinn “A” Hurling & Football Champions 2007
Back: Enda O’ Donohue, Jimmy O’Grady, Kevin Kenny, David Prendergast, Dean Dalton, Aidan Walsh, Ben Lyng, Peter McPhillips.

Middle: Marc Cudmore,  Darragh Holohan, Eoin Gough, Rory Glynn, Diarmaid Hickey, Stephen O’Farrell, Eoin Fennelly, 
David White.

Front: Sean Butler, Jack Cleere, Robert Slater, Robert Murphy, Jason Hennessy, Shane O’Brien, Mark Slater.  

Freshford - Roinn “A” Finalists 2007
Back: Thomas Walsh, Niall Cooper, Denise Daly, Lydia Fitzpatrick, Katie Doheny, Maureen Walsh, Evan Hughes, Cillian

Hughes, Jack Dermody.
Middle : Ryan Hughes, Darragh Walsh, James Maher, Shane Donnelly, Jack Boland, Liam Hickey, John Bergin,

Criomhthann Bergin, Shay Burke, Alexander Rafter.
Front : Luke Hughes, Eamonn Hennessy, Harry Burke, Ross Walsh, Darren Brennan, Darragh Quinn, Patrick Maher, Simon

Rafter, Paul White.
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the ball into the left corner. James Maher
tacked on his second point with four min-
utes to go but Shane O’Brien got his
third point a minute later (4-6 to 1-5).
Freshford’s last score was a point from a
Liam Hickey free and a minute into injury
time, St. Canice’s scored their fifth goal,
a long struck ball from the ground by
Shane O’Brien. 
St. Canice’s were superior in the physical
battles throughout. Most of their players
were well-experienced hurlers in contrast
to the Freshford team whose younger
players possibly lacked the maturity for
the cut and thrust of a schools final. If
two awards for “Man of the Match” were
given, Shane O’Brien would be the recip-
ient for St. Canice’s and for the
Lachtain’s boys Liam Hickey, who was
magnificent throughout the match.

Scorers: St. Canice’s: E. Gough 2-1; S.
O’Brien 1-3; D. Holohan 0-1; R. Murphy
0-1; D. Hickey 1-0; K. Kenny 1-0
Freshford: L.Hickey 0-4, 3 frees; J.
Maher 0-2; S. Donnelly 1-0
Teams: St. Canice’s  J. Cleere, S. Butler,
E. Fennelly, D. White, M. Cudmore, R.
Glynn (capt.), S. Farrell, S. O’Brien, R.
Slater, M. Slater, K. Kenny, J. Hennessy,
R. Murphy, E. Gough, D. Hickey, D.
Holohan, E. O’Donoghue, T. Carroll,
A.Walsh, D. Prendergast, J. O’Grady, P.
McPhillips, D. Dalton, B. Lyng.
Freshford: D. Brennan, L. Hughes, C.
Bergin, D. Quinn, J. Boland, S. Rafter, P.
Maher, L. Hickey, J. Maher, S. Donnelly
(capt.), A. Rafter, J. Bergin, E. Hennessy,
D. Walsh, P. White, J. Bowden, M.
Walsh, L. Fitzpatrick, K. Doheny, S.
Burke, N. Copper, E. Hughes, T. Walsh,
C. Hughes, R. Walsh, D. Daly, H. Burke,
C. Corcoran.

Piltown Edge out Ballyhale in
Thriller

Piltown withstood a two goal attack by
Ballyhale’s Eugene Aylward  in the last
two minutes of this game in Nowlan Park
to win the Roinn B Hennessy Fuels hurl-
ing final  by the minimum margin of a sin-
gle point. Piltown were looking like com-
fortable winners as they lead by six
points with some three minutes left, but
then Aylward struck with two goals, one
from a free and the second a brilliant
individual effort. It took midfielder Donal
Ryan to rescue Piltown from the near
fatal blows of Eugene Aylward as he
pointed two minutes into injury time to
seal a fantastic win for Piltown.
Ballyhale opened the scoring of this
thriller with a goal in the first minute from

full forward Patrick Mullen. A string of
wides followed this opening score, as
Ballhale couldn’t extend their lead. On
the fifth minute Piltown had almost wiped
out the goal with two fine points from
Dean Brophy. David Kinsella played a
captain’s part as he sent Pilown into a
two-point lead as he struck for the first of
his two goals after just eight minutes.
Tadhg Whelan pitched in with a good
point to further add to his side’s lead.
Darren Mullen was hurling well on the
Ballyhale half back line and he combined
well with James Deasy to send the cen-
tre forward towards the Piltown goal. He
didn’t miss and his goal began a period

of dominance by Ballyhale that lasted
until the half time whistle. When Deasy
drew three players and then timed his
handpass, he put Luke Donnelly in for a
fine point. Shane Doody was a tower of
strength in the Piltown defence and he
sent much ball forward. Nollaig Brophy
added a point for Piltown and the sides
went in level at half time,2-1 to 1-4, with
all the signs of a close finish on the
cards. 
Ballyhale resumed their scoring trend
early in the second half with a pointed
free from Keith Phelan out under new
stand. Then in the sixth minute a line ball
was sent towards the Ballyhale goal and
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Piltown - Roinn “B” Champions & Country Cup Finalists 2007
Back: Tom Kenny, Alan Dowley, Sean Phelan, Michael Dunne, Craig Kennington, Mark Dowley, Christopher Shum,

Daniel Ronan, Aaron Gallagher 
Middle: Nollaig Brophy, Donal Ryan, Shane Doody, Francis O’Brien, David Kinsella (Captain), Kevin Walsh, Ryan

Gallagher 
Front: Michael O’Dwyer, Aidan Ryan, Martin Kirby, Dean Brophy, David Norris, Damien Foley, Jamie Murphy, Tadgh

Whelan.

Ballyhale - Roinn “B” Finalists 2007
Back: Conor Reid, Aidan Burke, Thomas Kehoe, Patrick Malone, Joseph Cuddihy, Robbie Burke

Middle: Eugene Aylward, Kevin Mullen, James Deasy, Jack Kenneally, Brian Butler, Keith Phelan, Brian Cody,
Patrick Mullen

Front: Ronan Corcoran, Mark Phelan, Luke Donnelly, Liam Elvidge, Darren Mullen, Conor Phelan, Sean Donnelly

Schools Final: Roinn B

Piltown        3-8
Ballyhale      4-4
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the resultant melee saw David Kinsella
finish to the net. A pointed free from
Dean Brophy and another point from the
in form Kinsella opened up a four point
lead for Piltown. Ballyhale responded
immediately with a great point from
Ronan Corcoran who reacted quickest to
the good save by David Norris in the
Piltown goal. From the puck out David
Kinsella gained possession and headed
goalward .His strength and speed went

unchallenged and he goaled in fine style.
It was this ability to counter attack with
valuable scores the separated Piltown
from their opponents at this point. Ronan
Corcoran added a point for Ballyhale but
this score was cancelled as Kinsella left
his marker to fire over a point, to leave
the score at 3-7 to 2-4 in favour of
Piltown. But then came the moment
when every spectator abandoned their
seat as one Eugene Aylward refused to

accept defeat and he hit two superb
scores to level the game. While
Aylward’s heroics will long be remem-
bered so too will the coolness of Donal
Ryan to secure the winning point.

TEAMS
Piltown
D Norris F O Brien K Walsh Capt m Kirby
A Ryan S Doody D Brophy D Ryan T
Whelan  D Foley N Brophy J Murphy R
Gallagher D Kinsella M O Dwyer C Shum
C Kennington A Dowley M Dowley M
Dunne

Ballyhale
L Elvidge C Phelan K Mullen  S Donnelly
K Phelan J Kenneally D Mullen R
Corcoran B Butler B Cody J Deasy E
Aylward L Donnelly P Mullen M Phelan C
Reid T Kehoe J Cuddihy P Malone R
Burke A Burke P Doyle J Hession  

Glenmore captured the Primary Schools
Roinn C league title with a skillful and
composed display in defeating
Graignamanagh on Saturday afternoon
in Nowlan Park. The Southerners were
the dominant team for the majority of the
game and with centre-back Colm
Doherty and centre-forward Mark
Aylward in top form, they always held a
distinct advantage.

It was Graignamanagh, however, who
opened the scoring when the hard-work-
ing Adam Canning scored a good point.
Glenmore responded in a strong manner
and were rewarded shortly after with a
goal from half-forward Eoin Aylward. His
namesake Mark then had his own period
of dominance as he showed great accu-
racy by scoring five consecutive points,
four of which came from frees. 

Graig tried hard to fight their way back
into contention, but were met by a sturdy
Glenmore defence, which was well mar-
shaled by Colm Doherty and John
Caulfield. Their only reward was a point-
ed 65 by team captain Bernard
Hennessy, which left the half-time score
1-5 to 0-2 in Glenmore’s favour.

Graig needed a good start to the second
half to force their way back into con-
tention and they got just that when Adam
Canning scored a good point and corner-
forward Michael Bolger slammed the ball
to the net to cut the deficit to two points.
Glenmore were under pressure at this
stage, but they got a huge stroke of luck
when a Colm Doherty 65 managed to
somehow find its way to the Graig net to
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Glenmore - Roinn “C” Champions 2007
Back: Kevin Maher, Patrick Gahan, Niall Dunne, Christopher O' Connor, Shane Murphy, Mark O' Connor, 

William Treacy
Middle: John Caulfield, Ben Maher, Philip Roche, Liam Duggan, Mark Aylward, Rory Doherty, Luke Walsh

Front::  Adrian Doherty, Richie Walsh, Michael Burke, Alan Murphy, Michael O' Connor,Colm Doherty, 
Eoin Aylward

Graignamanagh - Roinn “C” Finalists 2007
Back: Jamie Dunne, Dylan Conran, Michael Bolger, Brandon Fenlon, Gerard Hennessy, Jordan Brett. 

Middle: Bernard Hennessy, Jack Conran, Michael McCabe,  Patrick Dowling, James Doyle, James Meaney, 
Ciarán Manning. 

Front: Sean Cahill, Sean Dowling, Adam Canning, Stephen Browne, Michael Coady, Liam Ahearne.

Schools Final: Roinn C

Glenmore               2-9
Graignamanagh     1-5
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settle their unease. 

It was a major body blow for the Graig
men, and some indiscipline soon after
was also costing them dear, as Mark
Alyward was proving extremely accurate
from placed balls once again. He scored
4 points in all in the second half, with
three from frees, to maintain the
Glenmore lead. Graig’s only response
was a pointed free from Michael Bolger
as Glenmore were dominant in most
areas of the field. Bernard Hennessy did
manage to get a consolation score for
Graig near the end but it wasn’t enough
as Glenmore secured the title for 2007.
Glenmore captain Ben Maher received
the trophy from Damien Aylward,
Cathaoirleach Cumann na
mBunscoileanna Chill Chainnigh after
the game.

TEAMS
Glenmore:  Alan Murphy, Luke Walsh,
John Caulfield, Adrian Doherty, Philip
Roche,
Colm Doherty (1-0), Richie Walsh, Ben
Maher (Capt.), Michael O’Connor,
Michael Burke, Mark Aylward (0-9), Eoin
Aylward (1-0), Kevin Maher, Liam
Duggan, Rory Doherty.

Graignamanagh:  Stephen Browne,
Ciaran Manning, James Meaney, Sean
Cahill, Jordan Brett, Bernard Hennessy
(0-2), Liam Hearne, Michael Coady,
Patrick Dowling, Sean Dowling, James
Doyle, Adam Canning (0-2), Michael
Bolger (1-1), James McCabe, Jack
Conran.

Kilmacow make Amends and oust
Dunamaggin

Kilmavcow were back from last years
defeat to Bennetsbridge to take a
school’s hurling title at u 13 level in
Nowlan Park on Saturday. They started
brightly as centre forward Adam Morgan
fired over two fine points after just two
minutes. Ronan Coffey from
Dunamaggin stood over a 65 metre free
and was delighted to see his shot go
straight to the Kilmacow net, as they
edged out in front by a single point.
Dunamaggin heaped on the pressure
and though slightly off with their shooting
were dominating the play. After eight min-
utes the game enjoyed a magical score
from Ray Cody as he turned back a 65
going wide and in the same movement
he volleyed the ball over the bar to give
Dunamaggin a two-point lead. Kilmacow

had the assistance of the breeze but
were finding it hard to gain any advan-
tage.Niamh Phelan at centre back , Paul
Kirwan at wing back and attackers
Patrick Delaney and Liam Noonan were
all enjoying good form for Dunamaggin.
Maurice Costello from Kilmacow
answered the call on 15 minutes as he
found a way through the Dunamaggin
defence to hit the net. Four minutes later
Donagh Meyler fired a ferocious shot
from 40 metres and the ball went straight

to the net. Adam Morgan saw his drive
go narrowly wide of the posts, but Ryan
O’ Hanlon did steady the Dunna’ ship
with a fine point out under the new stand.
Half time score Kilmacow 2-3
Dunamaggin 2-1
The second half began with another
thrilling score. Ray Cody, at the centre of
Dunamaggin attack displayed great skill
as he doubled overhead to make the net
dance. They restored their slim lead but
the game was levelled soon after by
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Kilmacow - Roinn “D” Champions 2007
Back: Michael Cooke. Sean Walker, Eoin McEvoy, Shane Williams, Edward Ivory, Robert Croke, Shane Harney.
Middle: Patrick Heffernan, Ryan O'Hanlon, Dylan Cooke, Adam Morgan, Ryan, McKenna,Ian Ahearne, Maurice
Costelloe, Lee Doyle, Jack Maguire, Donagh Meyler.
Front: Kevin Croke, Luke Meagher, Jake Harney, Stephen Haberlin, Eoin Mckenna, Paul Sheehan, Alan Croke.

Dunamaggin- Roinn “D” Finalists 2007
Back: Jack Brett, Michaela Kenneally, Emer Moylan, Gemma Long, Rachel Bergin, David Walsh, Thomas Brennan. 
Middle: Jason Doherty, Liam Noonan, Patrick Power, Ray Cody, Niamh Phelan, Paul Kirwan, Andrew Fitzpatrick,

Adam Kenneally, Conor Fahy.
Front : Patrick Delaney, Ryan Thomas, Aaron Doherty, Ronan Coffey, Michael Cody, William Bergin, John

Fitzpatrick.

Schools Final: Roinn D

Kilmacow         5-4 
Dunamaggin     3-2
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Donagh Myler as he pointed from a free.
Three minutes later Adam Kenneally
made a fine stop in the Dunamaggin goal
only to see the rebound flicked to the net
by the alert Paul Sheehan.
With their nose out in front Kilmacow
shot another goal after a good run
through the middle by Adam Morgan
found Maurice Costello in pole position to
take the pass and finish with style. Ray
Cody added a point for Dunamaggin,
which was their last score. When Paul
Sheehan added his side’s fifth goal and
Myler pointed a free, the title was well on
its way to Kilmacow.
Ryan Mc Kenna received the cup from
Cathaoirleach Damien Aylward to  loud
applause.

TEAMS
Kilmacow S Haberlain R Croke I Aherne
L Maher J Mc Guire R mc Kenna L Doyle
D Cooke D Myler P Heffernan A Morgan
M Costello P Sheehan R O Hanlon E Mc
Kenna S Harney E Ivory K Croke E Mc
Evoy M Cooke

Dunamaggin
A Kennealy M Cody C Fahy W Bergin P
Kirwan N Phelan A Fitzpatrick P Power P
Delaney j Doherty R Cody R Coffey E
Kearney L Noonan A Doherty J
Fitzpatrick R Thomas J Brett G Long E
Moylan

“Rower Inistioge lift cup in nail bit-
ing Finish”

Piltown returned to Nowlan Park as
Roinn B winners, chasing the double title

of Country Cup winners. Rower Inistioge
had come through a tough semi final
against Kilmanagh. Both teams served
up a tremendous game and the closing
five minutes were worth the entry fee
alone.

Two players emerged as heroes for
their team.  Richie Leahy ,a second half
substitute, edged the Rower Inistioge
ahead as the game approached full time
and William Allen added a superb point
from a 65’ to put them two points clear.

Piltown had size up the middle and
good striking power. Their first score, a
point from Dean Brophy, was followed
quickly by another from Shane Doody.
Piltown captain Kevin Walsh, an attack-
ing centre back, worked his way up the
field, received a perfectly weighted pass
from Jamie Murphy, and shot straight to
the net. The perfect start indeed for
Piltown. Rower Inistioge registered their
first score soon after as Sean Grace
pointed from a free. Piltown response to
their opponents was three fine points
from Nollaig Brophy (2) and Tadhg
Whelan (1). This was the 20th minute of
the first half and despite another pointed
free by Inistioge’s Sean Grace Piltown
enjoyed a five point lead and looked in
control. However, Piltown would fail to
score again until the 11th minute of the
second half and this was the final flag
they would raise in the most dramatic of
finishes ever seen at this grade.

The 23rd minute of the first half brought
good fortune for Rower Inistioge. Ciaran
Ryan stood over a close in free and he
struck the net despite the crowded goal-
mouth. It put a different complexion on
the game as Podge Butler blew for half
time. 
The second half resumed as it ended for

Inistioge. They had a number of wides
early on. In the 10th minute the sliotar
screamed wide of the Rower goal in one
of the game’s many escapes for the win-
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Educational Supplies' Hurling
League  (Roinn A)

St Canice’s 5-6,   Freshford 1-6

Hennessy Fuels' Hurling League
(Roinn B)

Piltown 3-8,    Ballyhale 4-4 

Paddy O'Connell (Dublin) Hurling
League  (Roinn C)

Glenmore 2-9   Graignamanagh 1-5

Tedcastle Oils' Hurling League
(Roinn D)

Kilmacow 5-4  Dunamaggin 3-2

Tedcastle Oils' Corn de Bhaldraithe
Rower Inistioge  1-8,  Piltown 1-6

GARDA SIOCHÁNA CITY CLASS
LEAGUES

6th Class:  St Canice's beat St John’s
5th Class:  CBS beat St Canice's
4th Class:  St Canice's beat Gaelscoil
3rd Class:  St Canice's beat Gaelscoil
2nd Class: CBS beat St Canice's.

Football League  (Roinn A)
(Bertie O'Callaghan Cup/Kilkenny Association, Dublin)

St Canice’s  bt Kilkenny CBS

Toymaster Football League  
(Roinn B)

Mooncoin 3-3,  Goresbridge/Paulstown  2-2

Tedcastles Oil Football League
(Roinn C)

Tullogher 4-3   Tullaroan 4-0

Country Cup Football Final
Rower Inistioge  bt Callan

INTO Mini-Sevens Winners

Hurling
Freshford

Football
Glenmore

Camogie
Freshford

Girls’ Football
Piltown

ROWER INISTIOGE- Roinn “D” Finalists 2007
Back: Jack Brett, Michaela Kenneally, Emer Moylan, Gemma Long, Rachel Bergin, David Walsh, Thomas

Brennan. 
Middle: Jason Doherty, Liam Noonan, Patrick Power, Ray Cody, Niamh Phelan, Paul Kirwan, Andrew

Fitzpatrick, Adam Kenneally, Conor Fahy.
Front : Patrick Delaney, Ryan Thomas, Aaron Doherty, Ronan Coffey, Michael Cody, William Bergin, John

Fitzpatrick.

Country Cup  Final: 

Rower Inistioge   1-8 
Piltown       1-6
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ners.  On the 11th minute Michael O
Dwyer pointed his own free to settle mat-
ters down and extend the lead to two
points. Some more inaccurate shooting
by the Inistioge men kept the game on a
knife-edge going into the last ten min-
utes. Ciaran Ryan was doing his cap-
tain’s part and hurling well in defence.
Luke Tennyson of Inistioge was tripped
bearing down on goal and he took the
point from the free to make it a single
point game with five minutes remaining.
Piltown ahead.
A long clearance towards the Inistioge
goal was fielded by William Allen whose
long-range point levelled the game.
Every ball was hotly contested in the

Inistioge defence and when the ball
broke out left under the new stand the
plucky Richie Leahy steadied himself and
fired his side into a one point lead. By
now all spectators were on their feet as
Piltown went after a winning score. The
Rower Inistioge shored up all routes to
their goal and when their attack earned a
65’, William Allen displayed nerves of
steel and pointed. The last two minutes
felt like an eternity for Inistioge. At last
the final whistle sounded. Jim Fennelly
presented the Corn de Bhaldraithe to
Ciaran Ryan, the winning captain and
was loud in his praise of the commitment
of both teams.

TEAMS
Rower Inistioge
S Foskill P Lyng N Walsh D Keogh D
Joyce C Ryan (1-0) D Kennedy P Lyng K
Hamilton D ’O Brien W Allen (0-2, 1 65) L
Tennyson (0-1) C Bolger J Murphy (0-1)
S Grace (0-3) K Meaney D Lyster R
Lyster P O’ Carroll T Whelan D Kelly S
Ryan R Leahy (0-1) J Murphy K Murphy
D Hamilton S Watkin   

Piltown
D Norris F O’ Brien K Walsh M Kirby A
Ryan S Doody D Brophy(0-1) D Ryan T
Whelan(0-1) D Foley N Brophy(1-2) J
Murphy R Gallagher D Kinsella M O
Dwyer(0-1) C Shum C Kennington  A
Dowley M Dowley M Dunne S Phelan A.
Gallagher T. Kenny D. Ronan A. Nugent.   
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EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL    SSUUPPPPLLIIEESS
CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  ttoo  AAllll  CCuummaannnn  nnaa

mmBBuunnssccooiilleeaannnnaa  WWiinnnneerrss  iinn  22000077

55  RRoossee  IInnnn  SSttrreeeett,,
KKiillkkeennnnyy..

Telephone:  056 -
7765147

Fax:  056 - 7765147

7777  HHiigghh  SSttrreeeett,,  
KKiillkkeennnnyy..
Telephone: 

056 - 7721038/ 7765147
Fax 056 7751416

TTTTHHHHOOOOMMMMAAAASSSS    BBBBUUUUTTTTLLLLEEEERRRR
– Simply the Best –

VIDEO
PRODUCTIONS

Mobile No 087-2431417

Freshford,
Co Kilkenny
Tlephone:

056 - 8832285
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The oft-spoken words of wisdom-“You have to lose one to
win one”- were never truer this year for the men of Clara
as they made amends for their county final defeat of

2006 to go one step further this year and become Joe Coogan
Intermediate Hurling champions. The lessons of last year were
clearly learnt and what was also a decided boost to Clara’s
chances this year was the additional strength in depth which
seemed to aid their cause considerably. With such a good
blend of experienced players as well as extremely talented
younger players establishing themselves on the adult scene,
the hope of establishing themselves in the senior ranks should
be strong in Clara.
The early rounds of the league suggested that a number of
teams would be neck and neck in contention for championship
honours. Though Erin’s Own eventually claimed the league title
by defeating Glenmore in a final of high standard (1-14 to 0-
15), it was obvious that other teams in the grade would be in
the shake-up later on in the season.
The opening round of the championship threw up four interest-
ing pairings with a couple of surprise results. Thomastown
proved to be too good for a disappointing and underachieving
Emeralds side as they won with seven points to spare on a 2-
15 to 3-5 score line. John Lockes and Rower-Inistioge served
up a far closer contest, with the Callan men narrowly edging
the verdict by a single point, winning 2-13 to 1-15. Clara duly
showed to one and all the future intentions as they put Galmoy
emphatically to the sword, scoring almost at will to win 3-16 to
1-10 to put Galmoy in a relegation tussle with Rower-Inistioge. 
Both sides fought tooth and nail for survival, but with Kieran
Joyce in inspired form in the Rower defence, the Southerners
held out for victory on a 1-15 to 1-12 score line and therefore
consign Galmoy back to the junior ranks for 2008. The final first
round clash saw junior champions of last year, Danesfort, take
on Graignamanagh. It was a game of regrets for Danesfort, as
they were left to rue a number of badly missed chances which
allowed the Graig men to remain in the game and eventually
hold on to win by 1-12 to 1-9 and take their place in the quar-
ter-finals.
A double header of matches in Nowlan Park saw the first of the
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Clara - Lessons clearly Learnt
County IH Championship Report by Conor Brennan

Clara - County IH Champions 2007
Back: John Brennan, Colm Meaney, Declan Rafter, Peter Roche, Robert Shortall, Michael Barcoe, Pat Bolger, Brian Phelan.

Middle: Neal Prendergast, Tom Ryan, Jody Creane, Michael Bergin, Keith Hogan, Eoin O'Shea, Sean O'Shea, T.J. Fitzgerald, Shane Prendergast, John Brennan,
Rory Moore, David Langton.

Front:  Liam Ryan, James Nolan, Lester Ryan, John Murphy, David Prendergast, Stephen Quinlan, Conor Phelan, Dermot Nolan, Austin Murphy, Mark Shortall.
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championship quarter finals played out
between Erin’s Own and Graignamanagh
which was followed by an intriguing clash
between St. Lachtain’s and Thomastown.
The opening tussle between the
Castlecomer side and the Graig men
was an extremely one-sided affair, as an
early goal from Gordon Byrne and a flur-
ry of points in the opening half gave
Erin’s Own a commanding 1-11 to 0-2
lead at the half-time break. Indeed, it
wasn’t until midway through the second
half that Graignamanagh managed their
first score from play from Cathal Dunne,
but a goal straight after from Michael
Murphy completely finished the game as
a contest. The Comer men subsequently
played out the game with little threat from
Graignamanagh, eventually winning 2-15
to 0-8.
The second game proved to be a far
tighter and more entertaining game as
St. Lachtain’s and Thomastown fought
tooth and nail for victory. It was the latter
that looked like the better side for the
majority of the game. Despite playing
into a stiffening breeze in the opening
half, Thomastown were more than
matching their opponents in possession,
and they were rewarded with a well-
taken goal from Derek Lanigan. Some
wasteful shooting did not help the St.
Lachtain’s cause, and Thomastown were
good value for the 1-6 to 0-4 lead they
held at the break. They could have been
further ahead after the break but for
some bad wides that they would soon
live to regret. The Freshford men began
to display greater urgency in their play,
and with John Costello and Michael

Kavanagh leading the defence and Bill
Beckett and Eoin Guinan finding the
range in attack, they gradually cut the
deficit as they began the fight back with
a goal from Martin Power. Bill Beckett
and Eoin Guinan then shot two late
points to snatch a 1-13 to 1-11 victory as
Thomastown suffered the heartbreak of
defeat.
It took a replay to separate what many
perceived to be a battle of the two poten-
tially strongest teams in the intermediate
grade, Clara and Mooncoin. The opening
tussle saw Clara dominate for large peri-
ods of the game, and were leading by 0-
14 to 1-6 midway through the second
half. But they were to be thwarted by a
late injury time goal by Mooncoin substi-
tute Thomas Hennebry as the
Southerners snatched a draw (2-9 to 0-
15), despite some great last ditch
defending by the Clara rearguard. 
The replay proved to be an equally tight
and tense affair, but what proved the ulti-
mate difference on this occasion was
Clara’s stronger clinical edge which yield-
ed two goals in the opening half from
Keith Hogan (free) and James Nolan
which stunned Mooncoin, who had
begun the game brightly. Instead, it was
Clara who held the advantage at half-
time (2-4 to 0-7). Mooncoin tried their
best to close the gap but Keith Hogan’s
accuracy from placed balls was proving
decisive in Clara maintaining their advan-
tage. Indeed, it was a lead they were
never to lose as they held out for a
deserved 2-10 to 0-12 victory.
Glenmore had less pressure in disposing
of John Lockes to secure the remaining

semi-final place as they produced a
strong last quarter to finish as handsome
winners. Up until that point, the
Southerners were being made work
extremely hard by a dogged Callan side,
but a scoring salvo of 1-3 from Glenmore
in the final quarter, including a well-taken
goal from full-forward Michael Phelan,
put the issue beyond doubt as Glenmore
advanced on a 1-13 to 0-6 score line.
The semi-final pairings, Erin’s Own tak-
ing on St. Lachtain’s while Clara faced
Mooncoin, were at least intriguing on
paper and on then current form. The
opening match proved to be a minor sur-
prise as the Freshford men belittled their
perceived underdogs tag by dominating
the exchanges and deservedly qualifying
for the county final. The Comer men had
no answer to the determined and stylish
play of their opponents as the St.
Lachtain’s defence won the majority of
the individual battles while in attack, Eoin
Guinan in particular was proving a thorn
in the side of Erin’s Own. It was Guinan’s
goal a minute into the second half that
condemned them to an eventual defeat
as the Freshford side kept growing in
confidence. This was further enhanced
by a second goal, this time from Naoise
Waldron, as they increased their lead to
2-12 to 0-7. A shell-shocked Erin’s Own
had no answer and St. Lachtain’s won
their county final place on a 2-13 to 0-11
score line.
A more potent attack was the major dif-
ference between Clara and Glenmore in
the second semi-final. Clara’s seemingly
uncanny ability to successfully turn their
possession into scores as opposed to
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Joe Coogan Auctioneers Intermediate
Hurling Championship

1st Round
Emeralds 3-5   Thomastown 2-15
Danesfort 1-9   Graignamanagh 1-12
Galmoy 1-10   Clara 3-16
John Lockes 2-13   R/Inistioge 1-15

Qtr Finals
Glenmore 1-14   John Lockes 0-6
Mooncoin 2-9   Clara 0-15  
Mooncoin 0-12,   Clara 2-10
Erin’s Own 2-15   Graignamanagh 0-8
St. Lachtain's 1-13   Thomastown 1-11

Semi-Finals
Clara 1-18   Glenmore 1-10
St. Lachtain's 2-13   Erin’s Own 0-11

County Final
St. Lachtain's 0-12   Clara 1-15

Relegation Final
Rower Inistioge 1-17   Galmoy 1-12

Aylward Cup Final
Erins Own 1-7,   Clara 0-8

St Lachtain’s -County IH Finalists 2007
Back: Joe Dermody, John Dooley, Derek Deegan, John Kennedy, Paul Mullan, Thomas Flynn, Thomas Delaney.

Middle: Naoise Waldron, Jamie Kennedy, Mark Kavanagh, Niall Phelan, Noel McGree, Bill Beckett, Jim Costello, John Costello, Ollie O'Connor.
Front : Ger Dalton, Eoin Guinan, Cian Waldron, John Fitzpatrick, Mark Nolan Vincent O'Donnell, Michael Hickey, James Kavanagh, James Meagher.
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Glenmore’s more hardworking approach in front of goal was
obvious from an early stage. Despite this, the sides were level
at 0-6 apiece at the half-time interval, thanks mainly to the
determined hurling of the Glenmore defence. Clara started the
second half in a serious flurry with five unanswered points. But
the Southerners managed to take the lead midway through the
second half following a well-taken goal from Davy Aylward after
some good work from full-forward Michael Phelan. The reaction
from their opponents, however, was swift and brutal. It started
with a goal from Eoin O’Shea with a plethora of points, with
Austin Murphy particularly prominent in the scoring stakes. In
no time at all, they had developed an eight point lead and
Glenmore had been delivered a fatal blow. Clara eventually
claimed their county final place by winning 1-18 to 1-10.
Clara began the final with another one of those scoring flurries
that had peppered their performances throughout the champi-
onship. St. Lachtain’s were dealt an even bigger blow when
James Nolan broke through the Freshford defence to score the
game’s only goal and put Clara in a strong position. St.
Lachtain’s did try to develop a mini-revival through points from
Naoise Waldron and Eoin Guinan but were denied a goal as
Bill Beckett’s ground shot went narrowly wide. But Clara were
more often than not holding their own with the Freshford chal-
lenge, and a superb point from midfielder David Langton high-
lighted their ascendancy in the game as they went into the
break winning 1-9 to 0-6.
St. Lachtain’s knew that they needed a big second half per-
formance, and they did manage to cut the gap to 4 points early
in the second half (1-10 to 0-9). But Clara’s ultra-dependable
half-back line of Lester Ryan, captain Conor Phelan and David
Prendergast came to the fore and gave their team a solid plat-
form for the remainder of the game. They continued to tack on
scores in attack, and although Eoin Guinan went for goal from
a free for Freshford, it was well saved by goalkeeper Michael
Barcoe to put another nail in the St. Lachtain’s coffin. A final
point from Clara’s best forward, James Nolan, cleared the way
for the celebrations to start. Soon after, Conor Phelan went into
the stand to receive the cup and return Clara to the senior
ranks once again.
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Erin’s Own - County IH League Champions 2007
Back: Peadar Boran, Brian Dillon, Mike Bollard, Sean Dwyer, David O' Gorman, Stephen Dwyer, Liam Shore, Thomas Dwyer, Damien Fogarty.

Middle: Eddie Brennan, Michael Owens, Barry Dunne, Jimmy Byrne, Donal Mealey, Colin Dunne, Gordan Byrne, Martin Owens, Danny Byrne, Damien Mullins.
Front: Joe Meagher, Peter O' Donovan, Sean Meally, Martin Boran, Michael Murphy, Dermot Wallace, Tom Brophy, David Buggy, Conor Fogarty, Ronan Ryan, Eoin

Rothwell.

Co IH C'ship  29/11/2007  10:37  Page 3

 
                                 KILKENNY GAA YEARBOOK 2007



Photos Eoin Hennessy

Action IH  29/11/2007  00:32  Page 1

 
                                 KILKENNY GAA YEARBOOK 2007



What ever happened to Tom Blondie Walsh after 3
September 1967, the day he won an All Ireland
medal and lost his left eye and his hurling career at

the age of 23? Lots of things. Fate having dealt him a new
hand, he learned to play the cards as best he could.

He married Paddy Grace’s daughter Angela the following
August. He forged a successful business career for himself
over the next 30 years, then established his own consultancy
firm. He fathered two sons. He took up squash and played it
to a reasonably competitive level. He dabbled in Monday-
morning golf for a while but much preferred the hurling and
still goes to every match he can with Angela and their friends
Jimmy and Bridie Farrell. He does some social work that,
properly, he chooses not to elaborate on. He lives in a beauti-
ful house near Thomastown commanding a spectacular view
of the Nore. He was involved with the first year of the Kilkenny
underage development squads and waxes lyrical about the
anticipatory powers of a 16-year-old corner-forward called Cha
Fitzpatrick. He wonders how Cha’s colleagues in the Kilkenny
full-back line will cope with the wiles of Andrew
O’Shaughnessy next week.

Tom Walsh played his hand and he played it well.

In the autumn of 1961, shortly after he won the first of his two
All Ireland minor medals, Walsh left home in Thomastown to
work as a storeman in Dunnes Stores’ Georges Street outlet
in Dublin, where the floor managers were the boss’s daughter,
the future Margaret Heffernan, and Arthur Ryan, later of
Primark fame. To keep in shape he trained with the capital-
based Kilkenny senior players, among them Eddie Keher, in
the grounds of Terenure
College. Living in
Walkinstown, his chauffeur
to Terenure was Billy Dwyer.
Stopping off in the
Submarine bar on the way
home from training with
Dwyer was a regular if unof-
ficial component of the pro-
ceedings.

All went swimmingly until
the week after the 1962 All
Ireland minor final. Walsh
didn’t return for work till the
Wednesday and was
promptly lacerated by one of
superiors for his presump-
tion. Being “an obstinate
young man”, he handed in
his notice and finished up
the following Saturday night.
Before he left the building he
went upstairs to say good-
bye to Mr Ben Dunne Snr,
thanking him for the job and
adding that he’d learned a
lot there. “I hear you’re fairly
handy with the hurley, Tom,”
Dunne responded. “Well,
whatever you achieve on a

Sunday, don’t ever for-
get that Monday is the
first working day of the
week.” 

How handy with the hur-
ley? Plenty handy. Handy
enough to win four successive
county under-14 medals with
Thomastown, to score 1-4 in the 1961
All Ireland minor final, to score 2-2 in the 1962 renewal and to
hit two goals in the 1963 All Ireland senior decider at the age
of 19. “You have a most wonderful career ahead of you,” Tom
Waldron, one of the Kilkenny selectors, told him on the train
home next day. To Micheál O’Hehir he was the “blond bomb-
shell from Thomastown”. To Fr Tommy Maher he was the pro-
totype of a new breed of corner-forward who, rather than
standing on the endline and keeping the sliotar from going out
for a puckout as per the traditional requirements of the posi-
tion, preferred to go roaming in its pursuit instead. To the
Kilkenny supporters he was a complement to Eddie Keher,
and in terms of raw electric excitement arguably Keher’s supe-
rior. “I was extremely fast, had good ball control and decent
anticipation. I got into great positions principally by being able
to read the game and getting into the right place at the right
time.”

Being a Kilkenny forward of the 1960s brought Walsh into
annual combat – the operative phrase - with Tipperary. Too
many battles, all too many defeats. There was the All Ireland
final of 1964, when the defending champions and favourites
were trampled underfoot by a blue and gold monster. There
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Tom Walsh
Still Playing his Hand.......

By Enda McEvoy
(Sunday Tribune)

Ol hand-tinted photo of Tom Walsh in action in the 1967 SH Final
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was the same season’s Oireachtas showdown, where Tipp
trailed badly at half-time but recovered to win by two points.
“Jaysus, Walsh,” said John Doyle to him at the final whistle,
baffled rather than sneering, “ye’ll never bate us.”

For the record, Doyle was “undoubtedly” the best hurler
Walsh encountered. “A great hurling mind. Strong as an ox.
And he was a sportsman, he wasn’t dirty. His positional sense
was magic. It was a challenge to play on him. He gave me a
lesson in one league final and there weren’t many people I
could say did the same – in a short career, admittedly. I got a
point off him that day and was lucky to get it. I got back to
Thomastown afterwards and some lad said to me, ‘You got one
point off an old man!’ That was all he knew.”

Hell’s Kitchen: fact or fiction? “Absolute myth. I don’t know
how it’s reached the level of folklore it has. Every team had
hard defenders. Dublin had Lar Foley. We had Pa Dillon, and
none of them – not even Doyle, Maher or Carey – could touch
Pa if you wanted real toughness.”

Through it all, Walsh remembered old Ben Dunne’s words of
wisdom about the necessity of maintaining a sense of propor-
tion and the inevitability of a new working day on Monday.
Through the seemingly unending big-match disappointments
against Tipperary until the road eventually turned for Kilkenny
in the 1966 National League final, through the fortnight he
spent in hospital following a wicked early pull by a Wexford
defender in the Leinster final the same summer (“it was a drop-
ping ball, he wasn’t going for it, he pulled down on my face – I
couldn’t see for a week afterwards, the face was so swollen”),
through the shock defeat by Cork in the All Ireland final a few
weeks later after some Kilkenny players had allegedly taken
sleeping pills the night before. “Another myth. Nothing came
through my door on the Saturday night. At worst it was a couple
of Aspros. We played badly on the day and Cork got the hop of
the ball. These things happen.”

Through it all he remembered old Ben Dunne. And then
came a Sunday that had no Monday morning.

__________________

He doesn’t find it difficult to talk about 3 September 1967. He
never has, he says.

The real oddity about the day was that if any Kilkenny player
who just happened to hail from Thomastown were to be seri-
ously injured, it should have been Ollie Walsh. It (itals) was
(close itals) Ollie Walsh, indeed. Playing pitch and toss with
Tom Walsh and a couple of the Bennettsbridge lads in the corri-
dor on the train to Dublin that morning, Ollie turned in his
excitement at a prodigious pitch of his and put his arm through
the glass of the compartment. Tom Walsh can picture it still,
“the blood flying out of Ollie’s arm. Dr Kieran Cuddihy patched
him up and they whisked him off to hospital when we got to
Heuston and inserted stitches. I don’t actually remember him
arriving in the dressing room afterwards, but there was no
question of him not playing.”

Much to his surprise, Kilkenny played Walsh at centre-for-
ward, on Tony Wall, rather than in the corner. In retrospect, he
thinks he can see the reasoning. In his fifth intercounty season
he was “beginning to catch the game better, beginning to con-
trol the game, feeling more comfortable, starting to contemplate
when to run and when to reserve my energy rather than run-
ning the whole time”. He was stronger than he’d ever been. He
was wiser than he’d ever been. He was as fast as he’d ever
been. And against an ageing Tipperary defence that blustery
autumn afternoon, speed killed.

Although Tipp led by six points at half-time after playing with
a strong wind, Walsh sensed early in the second half that the
Leinster champions had their measure. Age had withered them;
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All Ireland SH Champions 1967
Back Row: Ted Carroll, Pat Henderson, Claus Dunne, Eddie Keher, John Teehan, Pa Dillon, Jim Lynch, Ollie Walsh. 
Front Row: Martin Coogan, Martin Brennan, Seamus Cleere, Jim Treacy (Capt.), Jim Bennett, Paddy Moran, Tom Walsh.
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the awesome power that had destroyed Kilkenny in 1964 had
evaporated. “The beginning of the second half, these guys
were dying on the ground in front of us. Eddie Keher went off
injured but I still felt we were going to win it. John Teehan was
massive at centrefield, Ollie was outstandingly good in goal,
our backs were flailing into everything. The only regrettable
thing was that we should have scored an awful lot more.”

In (itals) Kilkenny: The GAA Story 1884-1984, (close itals)
Tom Ryall asserted that Walsh “outpaced Tony Wall to a baf-
fling degree”. It was Walsh’s goal 12 minutes into the second
half, a signature first-time pull on a loose ball at the Railway
End, that gave the Noresiders a winning momentum. Shortly
afterwards he had a hurley broken off his knee by Len Gaynor
but could afford to laugh it off. “It didn’t bother me, it didn’t funk
me. I was on fire with adrenalin.” Kilkenny hadn’t beaten their
neighbours in an All Ireland final in 45 years; the day of deliver-
ance was at last at hand.

Four minutes remained when, in Walsh’s phrase, “the hit
came”. He knew immediately he’d been hurt. “I put my hand up
to my eye and saw blood and said, ‘Jaysus, I’m in trouble.’
Kieran Cuddihy came on to have a look. I asked him could he
put a patch on it. He started flailing his arms and I knew it was
serious. The first-aid people came on. I walked off to the
Cusack Stand side and into the dressing room.”

There he was joined by his brother Martin. They knew
Kilkenny had won before the ambulance arrived to take them to
the Eye and Ear hospital in Adelaide Road. The next 48 hours
constituted a montage of fleeting, half-remembered sights and
sounds. 

A public ward with six or seven beds. Slipping in and out of
consciousness as the evening wore on. A couple of priests
coming in to say hello. Prayers being recited. Fr Maher and
Nicky Purcell, the Kilkenny county board chairman, telling
Walsh that he’d had exactly the kind of match on Wall they’d
known he would. A little boy from Sheriff Street who’d been hit

in the eye with a bottle crying bitterly. Being wheeled to the the-
atre next day and seeing his mother Kathy, which disconcerted
him: what was she doing there? Walking up after the operation
in a private room. Francis McAuley, the surgeon, telling him
gently that his left eye had been hurt very seriously, that eyes
were peculiar items that worked in tandem and that the injured
eye had had to be removed in order to protect the other eye. 

More images, this time at greater length and better remem-
bered. A further week in the Eye and Ear. His eldest brother
Larry appearing home from the US: another shock. Being dis-
charged. The taxi journey to Heuston and the discovery that his
depth perception was shot to pieces. (“The buses seemed to
be coming in on top of me. I felt very encroached on.”) A dis-
concerting sort of homecoming with his father Patrick back in
Thomastown. “Walking down the hall to meet him was tough for
me. I felt his pain far more than he felt mine because he was
surely thinking that my life was over. He wasn’t a touchy-feely
man – in fact, one night after I’d got a belt on the head in a club
match in Knocktopher he gave out to me for getting cut – but
he threw his arms around me, which he’d probably never done
before.” The next day Walsh went out in the car for a drive. “I
had to test this thing.”

He hasn’t met Tony Wall since. He says he bears him no ani-
mosity. “These things happen. You play the game, you take the
knocks.” Ask Walsh if he’s satisfied the injury was accidental
and he replies that he’s seen the video and isn’t quite sure how
he could have been hit the way he was hit. “There was no mali-
cious intent to knock my eye out - I’m fairly comfortable about
that. If Tony Wall came to me and wanted to talk, I’d be delight-
ed. But it never happened.”

There were 64,241 paying spectators in Croke Park next
Sunday 40 years ago. Shades of Munster beating the All
Blacks, Walsh reckons he’s met every one of them in the
meantime, among the most recent a man from Clogh who
came up to shake his hand outside O’Moore Park last February
after Ballyhale Shamrocks beat Toomevara in the All Ireland
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All Ireland MH Champions 1961
Back Row: Patsy Foley, Nicky Forristal, John Murphy, Pat Henderson, Seamus Hanrahan, Pierce Freeney, Tom Barry, Sean O'Brien. 
Front Row: John Delaney, Tom Walsh, Maurice Aylward, Jim McGrath, Joe Dunphy (Cant.), Phil Cullen, Denis Kinsella.
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club semi-final. The original eye implant he was given “wasn’t
great, but people were very kind”. The current model gets
weepy if he has a cold; otherwise a stranger wouldn’t be able
to tell the difference. 

Normality came dropping slower in some ways than in others.
Attending matches was a trial for a few years afterwards, main-
ly because he felt that, when Kilkenny were beaten, other spec-
tators were always about to say, “Ah, if only you’d been playing
there today…” Fortunately by the end of the 1970s he discov-
ered, to his considerable relief, that people were no longer
thinking of him as a possible player – apart from 1973, when
the county’s injury crisis prior to the All Ireland final moved even
his father-in-law to enquire, however jokingly or otherwise, if he
couldn’t “come back again”.

It’s a reasonable proposition that Walsh’s presence would
have rendered the Kilkenny team of the early 1970s stupen-
dous, as opposed to the merely brilliant outfit they were. Eddie
Keher, who’s three years older than him, was the benchmark
he employed. Keher kept at it till 1977; Walsh imagines he’d
have managed the same himself. “I can’t say what way my life
would have gone, obviously, but I took care of my body and
was an avid keep-fit person. I wasn’t going to fall off the stool.
The rule change would have helped me, and helmets might
also have helped. I certainly think I’d have enjoyed hurling
much more in the 1970s. And Keher and myself had this sym-
metry; we thought about the game the same way. I think I’d
have had a lot of fun. I think I was ready to take on the mantle.
But I never got hung up over it. I was glad for what I’d had.”

___________

Tom Walsh thinks of things as they were and asks why not. He
sees the increase in legal challenges to player suspensions, he
worries about the lack of respect for the authority and rules of
the GAA, he wonders about precisely how many people in a

changing Ireland will continue to give freely of their time so that
“our traditions and enjoyment will continue for future genera-
tions”.

He visualises Mick O’Connell kicking a football 50 yards and
planting it straight into a teammate’s hands. He remembers
Ned Wheeler’s fabulous overhead pulling. He reflects on the
“lovely floating balls” Paddy Moran would direct his way from
midfield and the angled crossfield passes from Seamus Cleere
and Martin Coogan on the Kilkenny half-back line. He gets a
warm feeling at the memory of how instinctively and beautifully
the Offaly team of the 1990s let the ball do the work. He
shakes his head at short puckouts and at handpassing, even if
Fr Maher was chief apostle of the latter tactic. For Walsh, hurl-
ing life was better lived then than now.

“The sliotar has changed things hugely. Minors hitting it 100
yards – that’s not technique, that’s purely technology. Everyone
has to get it, control it in the hand and try and bate through a
few fellas. From a forward’s point of view it’s infinitely better to
get a fast ball from midfield. But that’s not the way today.”

Ask him what current players he admires and he cites his
near-namesake Tommy Walsh (Angela’s nephew: okay, he’s
biased, but it doesn’t mean he’s wrong), Ben O’Connor (“won-
derful ball control, wonderful scores”), Sean Og (“maybe not a
great hurler, but a great wing-back”) and, more lately, Seamus
Hickey and his tour de force for Limerick in the All Ireland semi-
final against Waterford.  Make sure you say, he adds, “how
very privileged” he’s been to have received the kindness and
good wishes he’s received in the 40 years since 1967 and, as
the man from Clogh showed, continues to receive.

Tom Walsh. Still playing his hand.

This article was originally published in The Sunday Tribune before the
All Ireland Final.
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Well Done, Kilkenny!
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It proved to another year in a series of disappointing seasons
for Kilkenny at intermediate inter-county level as they eventual-
ly succumbed to another defeat to Wexford in the Leinster final.
Despite an opening round victory over Dublin to commence the
campaign on a high, the side’s performance against Wexford
was far from impressive as they struggled to keep pace with
their opponents.

Their defeat of Dublin in Parnell Park was a hard-earning one
with the Metropolitans matching Kilkenny in many sectors of
the field. However, two major factors swung the game in
Kilkenny’s favour, namely the improved performance of the
Kilkenny defence in the latter stages of the game, and secondly
the sharpness and accuracy of corner-forward Richie Hogan,
who accounted for 10 points of Kilkenny’s total of 0-14.

The Leinster final in Nowlan Park commenced in a somewhat
lifeless fashion. Both sides swapped points in the early stages
until the game livened up thanks to a well-taken goal from
Wexford’s Pat Doran to give them the early advantage. To their
credit, Kilkenny fought back well and had managed to take the
lead themselves before the half-time break, with half-forward
Noel Doherty scoring a goal and a point together with a beauti-
fully pointed side line cut from Richie Hogan, his fourth point of
the half. This ended the scoring in the first half, with Kilkenny
holding a slender two point advantage, 1-6 to 1-4.

The second half commenced in a similar manner to the first,
with both sides replying to early points. Kilkenny could have
increased their lead when Noel Doherty shot for goal only for
the Wexford goalkeeper to deflect the ball over the bar for a
point. However, the Wexford fight back soon began in earnest
when substitute Eanna Martin broke through the Kilkenny

defence to finish emphatically to the net to leave the sides
level, 2-6 to 1-9.

Kilkenny were now finding it increasingly difficult to make any
inroads in attack as the Wexford defence tightened up consid-
erably. Meanwhile, the Wexford attack were beginning to spring
to life and they took the lead with a number of good points to
make a difference of 4 points between the sides, 2-11 to 1-10.
Kilkenny battled back but all they could muster was two pointed
frees from Richie Hogan, the second of which was an attempt
at goal which narrowed went over the bar. It proved to be the
final act in the game as Wexford deservedly qualified for the
All-Ireland final, winning 2-11 to 1-12.

The panel for 2007 was:
Derek Brennan (James Stephens), Kieran Joyce (Rower-
Inistioge), James Cahill (Graignamanagh), Mark Phelan
(Glenmore), Phillip Lonergan (Windgap), Sean Cummins
(Rower-Inistioge), Niall Doherty (Galmoy), Paddy Hogan
(Danesfort), Bill Beckett (St. Lachtain’s), Eoin Hennebry
(Mooncoin), Dinny Butler (Mullinavat), Noel Doherty (Galmoy),
Richie Hogan (Danesfort), Michael Murphy (Mullinavat), Jamie
Fennelly (Mullinavat), Liam Tierney (Rower-Inistioge), Walter
Burke (Mullinavat), Paul Aylward (Mullinavat), Denis Kelly
(Conahy Shamrocks), Anthony O’Hara (Lisdowney), Dick
Carroll (Young Irelands), Eddie Walsh (Graignamanagh), Niall
Walsh (Slieverue), Fergal Freyne (Glenmore), Martin Phelan
(Galmoy), Sean Kealy (Blacks & Whites), Niall Kennedy
(Blacks & Whites), Tony Woodcock (Danesfort), Pat Hartley
(Tullogher-Rosbercon).
Team Management: Pat Hoban (Manager), Pat Treacy, P.J.
Kenny.
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Kilkenny IH Team 2007
Back: Tony Woodcock, Martin Phelan, Dick Carroll, Michael Grace, Niall O’Hara, Fergal Freyne, Liam Tierney, Denis Kelly, Eddie Walsh, Niall Walsh

Middle: Niall Kennedy, Shem Cummins, Bill Beckett, Philly Lonergan, Eoin Henebery, James Cahill, Patrick Hogan, Dinny Butler, Ciaran Joyce
Front: Derick Brennan, Niall Doherty, Jamie Fennelly, Noel Doherty, Michael Murphy, Mark Phelan, Richie Hogan.

Another Disappointing Year
Inter County Intermediate Hurling By Conor Brennan

Eoin Hennessy
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Inter County under – 21 Championship.

A highly regarded Laois team came to Nowlan Park for the first
round of the Erin Leinster under-21 Championship, and looked
for a time – with ten minutes remaining they led by four points
– that they might just force Kilkenny to surrender their Leinster
and All Ireland titles with the one offering. That they - Laois -
failed was due to the sidelining of one of their defenders for a
second bookable offence, and some very poor basic defending
by a couple of the Laois defenders. 
In a very poor first half, Kilkenny were forced to bring on the
inspirational Richie Hogan after twenty minutes. His arrival
caused all sorts of problems for the Laois defence, some of
who were forced to resort to questionable methods of stopping
the young Danesfort man’s progress. 
At half time, the O’Moore County men led by 0-9 to 0-8.
Kilkenny were indeed fortunate to be as close as they were.
The second half was a battle for supremacy, with Laois really
taking the game to their Kilkenny opponents with great vigour.
A Damien Bergin free in the 50th minute really had the Kilkenny
men teetering on the brink of extinction. However, some beauti-
fully flighted points by Eoin Guinan and Pat Hartley kick-started
the Kilkenny fight-back. The game was all but over in the 57th
minute, when a superbly judged cross-field pass by Pat Hartley
found Richie Hogan, who, taking the flying ball in his stride tore
through the Laois defence to slam home a brilliant individual
goal. 
Kilkenny eventually ran out five point winners, but it was a clos-
er game than the score would suggest.

Kilkenny: Liam Tierney (Rower Inistioge), J.J.Kenny (Rower
Inistioge), Eamonn Walsh (Ballyhale Shamrocks), Kieran Joyce
(Rower Inistioge), Niall Walsh (Slieverue), Richie Dollard
(Tullogher Rosbercon), Ronan Maher (St.Martins), Pat Hartley
(Tullogher Rosbercon), T.J.Reid (Ballyhale Shamrocks), Eddie

O’Donoghue (Dicksboro), Ray Cody (Graignamanagh), Gavin
Nolan (Conahy Shamrocks), Matthew Ruth (James Stephens),
Eoin Guinan (St.Lactains), Mark Aylward (Ballyhale
Shamrocks).
Subs (used): Richie Hogan (Danesfort), John Mulhall (St.
Martins), Damien Meally (Erins Own), Nicky Kenny (Piltown). 

In the Leinster semi-final, Kilkenny were to meet an Offaly
team, eight of whom had bitten the dust in the Leinster Senior
Championship, just seventy-two hours previously against
Kilkenny. This Offaly under-21 outfit came well announced.
Physically a fine big team who had been putting in long hours
in training under the tutelage of Padraig Horan, the former
Offaly legend. 
Offaly set a blistering pace from the off, driving in straight lines
down the throat of the Kilkenny defence at every opportunity.
Big Joe Bergin was causing all sorts of problems at centre for-
ward, as were Cathal Parlon, and Diarmuid Horan. By half time,
Offaly had stretched their early lead to six points, 1-8 to 0-5.
A more spirited Kilkenny in the second half drove at the very
stubborn Offaly defence, but they found them in unrelenting
mode. Offaly were not for yielding. With the game nearing com-
pletion, Richie Hogan nearly pulled it out of the fire with a shot
that whizzed by the post with the goalkeeper unsighted.
The final score read, Offaly 1-13, Kilkenny 0-13.

Kilkenny:
Liam Tierney, J.J.Kenny, Eamonn Walsh, Brian Healy (Conahy

Shamrocks), Niall Walsh, Kieran Joyce, Shane Prendergast
(Clara), Richie Dollard, Pat Hartley, Richie Hogan, John
Mulhall, T.J.Reid, Matthew Ruth, Eoin Guinan, Mark Aylward.
Subs (used): Paddy Hogan (Danesfort), Maurice Nolan
(O’Loughlin Gaels), Eddie O’Donoghue, Eoin O’Shea (Clara).      
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Kilkenny U21 team defeated by Offaly in the Leinster Championship.
Back: Ronan Maher, Eddie O'Donoghue, Ray Cody, Nicky Kenny, Eoin O'Shea, Donal Meally, Noel Delahunty, Patrick Hogan, Maurice Nolan, Danny Loughnane.

Middle: TJ Reid, Pat Hartley, Brian Healy, J.J.Kenny, Richie Dollard, Richie Hogan, Kieran Joyce, John Mulhall, Liam Tierney.
Front: Niall Walsh, Eoin Guinan, Eamonn Walsh, Matthew Ruth, Mark Aylward,Shane Prendergast.

No Joy for Under 21’s

Eoin Hennessy
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ESB All-Ireland Minor Hurling Championship 2007

2007 mirrored 2006 in its conclusion for the Kilkenny minor
hurlers as Tipperary, for the second consecutive season, were
the thorn in Kilkenny’s side in the ESB All-Ireland Minor Hurling
championship. There can be no doubting, however, that
Kilkenny can be justifiably disappointed that they let go a signif-
icant advantage in the concluding stages of their All-Ireland
semi-final tussle with the Tipperary men. Team manager John
McCormack and his selectors must surely have felt a place in
the All-Ireland final was at the team’s mercy only for their oppo-
nents to deliver an unbelievable recovery to continue on the
road towards a two-in-a-row in minor All-Irelands.

Kilkenny’s early performances, however, did not suggest that a
place in the All-Ireland final would come so close. Their open-
ing round match with Laois in the Leinster championship in Dr.
Cullen Park, Carlow, saw Kilkenny being put to the pin of their
collar by their very impressive opponents. The sides were level
with 10 minutes remaining and it took a late scoring flourish
from Kilkenny to secure victory. The key score of the game
came in the first half when centre-forward Michael Murphy
caught a high ball and finished well to the net. This meant
Kilkenny had a slender lead at the half-time break, 1-7 to 0-9,
despite Laois having justifiable claims that they were the team
in most charge of proceedings.

They did even take the lead early in the second half, 0-12 to 1-
8 and continued to hurl well in many sectors of the field.
Kilkenny were just about holding on as the scores were level
on numerous occasions throughout the half. But then some
shrewd substitutions in attack by the Kilkenny management
proved to tilt the balance firmly in their favour. James Nolan,
Tomas Breen and later on Joe Brennan were all introduced and
each accounted for a point apiece, together with a well-taken
point from midfielder Michael Fagan saw Kilkenny take the lead
by 4 points. This proved to be a fatal blow from which Laois
could not recover and in the end, Kilkenny held on for an
extremely hard-earned 1-17 to 0-16 victory.

However, the same luck that Kilkenny had in the semi-final
eluded them in the Leinster final in Croke Park. Put simply, it
was a day to forget for Kilkenny as they were completely out
muscled by Dublin who proved to be a more physical, clinical
and hungry team and maintained that tempo for 70 minutes.

Although Kilkenny's handling and pace at which they picked up

the breaking ball was that bit better in the first half, once
Dublin's Darren Whelan got on top in midfield the Cats found
themselves on the back foot. While Kilkenny played in fits and
starts punctuated by a flurry of scores followed by a lull there
was a consistency to Dublin's game for most of the match.

Kilkenny started brightly with three Mark Bergin points inside
five minutes but a David Treacy point for Dublin signalled a
swift response. A 65 from Whelan left a point in it before David
Treacy set up skipper Barry O'Rorke for a fine score from the
tightest of angles. From there until the half-time break it was
Dublin who totally dominated the exchanges as they scored 4
points to Kilkenny’s one in reply, again from Mark Bergin, to
lead 0-7 to 0-4 at the interval.

The Dublin dominance that prevailed late in the first half contin-
ued into the second half when full forward Paul Garbutt netted
to give Dublin a commanding lead of 1-8 to 0-6. Though
Kilkenny tried fighting back and reduced the deficit somewhat,
Dublin again broke through the Kilkenny defence and a well
taken solo goal from Barry O'Rorke sealed Kilkenny’s fate as
Dublin now led 2-10 to Kilkenny’s 0-8. Their cause was further
hampered following the dismissal of Michael Fagan for an off
the ball incident. 
In the final minutes Kilkenny’s Paul Murphy scored a consola-
tion goal, but Dublin were deserving 2-14 to 1-10 winners to
collect their second Leinster crown in three years.

Kilkenny’s quarter-final with Antrim in Croke Park proved to be
forgettable in the extreme as Kilkenny raced into an early lead
which Antrim didn’t get come close to threatening at any stage.
First half goals from Shane Brennan and Michael Moloney set
up Kilkenny with a handsome lead at the interval, 2-13 to 0-3.
The Kilkenny scoring continued apace in the second half as all
the forwards got into the scoring act. In the end, Kilkenny
showed no mercy in qualifying for the All-Ireland semi-final,
winning 2-31 to 0-6.

The keenness of Kilkenny to make amends for last year’s
defeat at the hands of Tipperary was obvious from the start but
it was the Tipp men who made the much better start as they
raced into a 1-4 to 0-1 lead within the opening quarter.
However, Kilkenny staged a superb recovery with points from
Joe and Shane Brennan (2 frees) and these were quickly fol-
lowed by a brilliantly taken goal from full-forward Adrian
Stapleton. Though Tipperary fought back, Kilkenny were again
resurgent and indeed took the lead before the break with three
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Kilkenny MH Team v Antrim 2007
Back: Martin Phelan, Cormac Daly, Olly Walsh, Michael Murphy, Shane Brennan, Michael Maloney, Kevin Reid, David Langton, Colin Fennelly, Paul Murphy,

Michael Walsh, J.J.Dunphy, Brian O'Shea.
Front; James Nolan, Stuart Waugh, Eoin Murphy, Tomas Breen, Conor Fogarty, Joe Brennan, Enda Malone, John Fitzpatrick, Kieran Mooney, Colin Mc.Grath,

Adrian Stapleton, Conor Mc.Quillan, Liam Ryan, David Walton, Mark Bergin.

2007 mirrored 2006
Inter County Minor Hurling By Conor Brennan

Pictures Eoin Hennessy
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consecutive points from Michael
Moloney, a super side line cut from John
Fitzpatrick and a Shane Brennan free,
leaving the scores 1-7 to 1-6 in
Kilkenny’s favour at the interval.

It was extremely close throughout the
second half as the sides were level on
numerous occasions in the third quarter.
Kilkenny looked to dealt Tipperary a killer
blow midway through the half when
Shane Brennan goaled after an initial
shot from Colin Fennelly was saved. A
point from Adrian Stapleton soon fol-
lowed to give Kilkenny a three point lead
with 10 minutes remaining. But Tipperary
proved the ultimate class with a super
display in the final stages, hitting over
some great points, two in particular from
Brendan Maher, to regain the lead (1-19
to 2-11). Kilkenny were looking shell
shocked and although they made a num-
ber of desperate attempts at goal to
force their way back into the game, their
only reward was a Shane Brennan point-
ed free. It was unquestionably a
deserved victory in the end for Tipperary as they won on a 1-19
to 2-12 score line, meaning Kilkenny’s minor hurling ambitions
were stalled for another year.

The Kilkenny minor panel for 2007 was as follows:
Colin McGrath (St Martin's), Conor Fogarty (Erin's Own), Kieran
Mooney (Conahy Shamrocks), Enda Malone (Dicksboro), John
Fitzpatrick (St Lachtain's), Paul Murphy (Danesfort), David
Langton (Clara), Conor McQuillan (James Stephens), Michael
Fagan (Dicksboro), Mark Bergin (O'Loughlin Gaels), Michael
Murphy (Erin's Own), Michael Moloney (Blacks & Whites),

Adrian Stapleton (Dicksboro), Shane Brennan (James
Stephens), David Walton (James Stephens), Joe Brennan
(Naomh Padraig), Colin Fennelly (Shamrocks), Eoin Murphy
(Glenmore), James Nolan (Clara), Tomas Breen (St Martin's),
Stuart Waugh (Thomastown), Ollie Walsh (St. Martin’s), J.J.
Dunphy (Dunnamaggin), P.J. Rowe (Mooncoin), Kevin Reid
(Fenians), Oisin Walsh (Dicksboro), Brian O’Shea (Clara),
Thomas Kearns (Mooncoin), Martin Phelan (Lisdowney).

Team Management: John McCormack, Niall Connolly, Damien
Cleere, Michael Ryan.
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Goalmouth action - Kilkenny v Tipp
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Lunch served daily
Top-class
accomoda-

tion

Well Done again, Derek & Aidan!
Supporting Emeralds & Kilkenny in 2008

From Nicholas & all the Staff

Tel: 056-8831626

Jim FogarJim Fogarty ty 
& Sons& Sons

Water Well Drilling

"If there's water there, Jim will find it!"

Bodalmore, Danesfort,
Kilkenny.

Telephone: (056) 7722279
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Eddie Brennan played a pivotal role in Kilkenny’s successful
defence of the Liam McCarthy, scoring 3-10 in five matches
highlighted by a Man of the Match display in the Final win over
Limerick.

Eddie didn’t play minor for the county and I asked did this give
him an additional incentive to prove himself when he got the
chance to play for the county later?  ‘I remember around 1996,
the club had a good minor team, and I was playing well at the
time.  Denis Philpott, a teacher in St. Kieran’s, asked me to
play for the colleges’ senior team.  The previous year, I hadn’t
gone for it.  I then went on to the Garda College in
Templemore, where Ken Hogan was my coach, and hurled
Fitzgibbon Cup.  It was around this time that things started to
come together for me, and I was really enjoying my hurling.’

In 1999, the Graigue-Ballycallan clubman received a call up to
the county under-21 panel, and ended the year with an All-
Ireland medal.  Interestingly, Eddie played senior championship
for Kilkenny before Graigue.  How did this come about?  ‘In the
Under-21 Final against Galway, I broke my collar-bone during
the second-half and subsequently missed out on the club’s run
to the County Final that year.’

In November ’99, ‘Fast Eddie’ received an invitation to join the
county senior panel and has being an ever-present since.  He
had a dream first season with the seniors, coming on as sub in
their All-Ireland Final win over Offaly, scoring the fifth and final
goal in a comfortable win.  He rounded off a memorable sea-
son by helping the club to their second County title in three
years.  

Graigue went on to win their first Leinster title and, after a dra-
matic replay semi-final win over Sixmilebridge of Clare, reached
the All-Ireland Final where they met the holders, Athenry.  With
time almost up, underdogs Graigue led by four points but a late
Athenry surge forced a draw at the end of normal time and
after extra-time, the Westerners won by six points.  ‘I would

give anything to have that day
back again – I’ll regret it till the
day I die.  We were in a great
position and looked to have it.
It would be great to get back
there again –hopefully, we can
win another County title – it
would mean an awful lot.’

Brian Cody was recently re-appointed for a tenth year in charge
of the seniors.  How would Eddie sum up Brian’s qualities?  ‘He
is able to make the hard calls with the interest of the team in
mind.  There is a good mix between the three lads.  Brian has
a good hurling brain while Martin (Fogarty) is an excellent plan-
ner and is meticulous in detail while Mick Dempsey is a good
fitness coach and is constantly researching for any improve-
ments.  They seem to cover all the bases, and have a good
way of dealing with players.’

Eddie, a Garda currently based in Portlaoise, started his senior
career as a corner-forward but last season was tried at right-
half forward for the Championship.  Which position did he pre-
fer?  ‘In the corner, you’re only as good as the quality of ball
coming in whereas in the half-forward line you’re able to get
stuck in from the word go, which also helps get rid of the
nerves early.  At the time, the full-forward line was going well so
I was willing to give it a go.  I’ll play wherever a job needs to be
done would be how I look at things.’

The Black and Amber entered this year’s campaign on the back
of defeat in the League Final to Waterford.  How was this loss
viewed within the camp?  ‘We were well up for the Galway
match but I think a small bit of staleness crept in after that.
Waterford were up for it a lot more on the day and fully
deserved their win.’ Did they expect to meet their neighbours
again in the All-Ireland Final?  ‘I think we all wanted to play
them in the Final – I think nearly the whole country wanted a
Waterford v. Kilkenny Final.  They were the form team having

Fast Eddie
Eager for New Challenges

By Richard Holden

The goal that opened the gates. Eddie Brennan shoots to the net in the All Ireland Final                     Sportsfile
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won Munster as well and we wanted to
measure ourselves against the best.
There was also a determination to set
the record straight for the League Final
defeat.’

In 2008, Kilkenny will be aiming for the
elusive three-in-a-row.  Their last attempt
was in 2004, when they lost to Cork in
the All-Ireland decider.  Would the
approach be different this time around?
‘I think in ’04, circumstances took their
toll.  We had a lot of miles on the clock
that season, having come through the
qualifiers and two hard games with
Clare.  Losing to Wexford in Leinster was
a big setback.  In the Final, Cork played
very well and we had no complaints.  I
feel we are better equipped to do it this
time around.  There is a constant stream
of good young players coming through,
like TJ Reid from Shamrocks.  He was in
training with us this year, and as the year
wore on got better and better.’ And who
will be the main challengers to Kilkenny’s

title.  ‘Waterford will be there or
thereabouts again – they should still
have most of their squad available.
Tipperary are starting to build again,
and have good talent coming
through having won the last two

Minor All-Irelands while Cork are
very experienced and hunger
won’t be a problem with them.
Munster will be very hotly con-
tested next year.’

Eddie is Kilkenny’s GPA (Gaelic
Players Association) representa-
tive and had some interesting
views on the recent issue of play-
er grants.  ‘The love of the game
will never be an issue and the
GPA isn’t looking for the games
to go professional or semi-profes-
sional.  However, times have
changed and there is huge rev-
enue been generated on the back
of players.  There is a serious
commitment required and I think
grants would take the pressure
off some of the players.’

‘I also feel that the GAA needs to
promote the games more.  We
are in an era where rugby and

soccer are also strong in this coun-
try and we need to do more to mar-
ket our games.  More club teams
should get the opportunity to play in
Croke Park, and young people
should be encouraged to attend
games as much as possible.  It
would also be a good idea to have
more matches played under the new
lights in Croker.’

Eddie is a member of Callan Golf Club
and likes to tee-up whenever he gets the
chance. 

Which players did Eddie most admire
past or present?  ‘I always enjoyed going
to see Adrian Ronan, D.J. and Billy
Fitzpatrick in action.  My favourite player

would be Offaly’s Johnny Dooley.  He
was a real natural – had great hands,
and made everything seem so effortless.’
And his toughest opponent?  ‘I marked
Cork’s Wayne Sherlock in two All-Ireland
Finals and he is an out and out hurler
with a good brain.  I think he was a big
loss to Cork this year.’

We look forward to seeing Eddie in the
famed black and amber for many more
seasons to come!
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Factfile

Age: 29

Club: Graigue-Ballycallan

Honours: 5 All-Ireland SH
(Man of the Match 2007 Final), 

1 All-Ireland U-21H, 
7 Leinster SH, 
1 Leinster U-21H, 
4 NHL, 2 Railway Cup, 
3 Walsh Cup, 
1 Oireachtas, 
3 All-Stars, 
1 GPA All-Star, 
2 Co. SH, 
1 Leinster Club SH, 
2 Co. MH, 
1 Co. U-21H, 
1 Co. MF, 
1 Co. U-21F.

PP. HENNESSY & CO. L. HENNESSY & CO. LTDTD
SSHHEEAASSTTOOWWNN,,  KKIILLKKEENNNNYY..

Tel (056) 7727223 (2 lines)  Sales: 086 - 2750873  Fax:
(056) 7727176

emil: hennessyconcrete@eircom.net
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What a tremendous year for Kilkenny schools
in Colleges A Hurling! CBS Kilkenny were the
team to beat in Leinster but it was the boys
from ‘Comer Community School who took
most of the plaudits and the biggest piece of
silverware in the province. They captured
their first ever Senior A title, an exceptional
achievement in itself but more so in the most
fiercely contested and open season in its
eighty year history.
It was clear from the earliest stages of the
League that any one of six teams could win
the title. Perhaps it showed a levelling of
standards but the quality of hurling was high
through all the games. If this is the future then
Colleges hurling is in for great days ahead. 

League Winners
Reigning Leinster champions CBS Kilkenny
found the going tough wit injuries na dan
unsettled team in the League stages played
in November and december and it was inter-
esting to see that League finalists St. Kierans
and Good Counsel would fail in the champi-
onship. Kierans won the league without drop-
ping a point and much was expected of them
later in the championship.
But all praise to CBS and Comer. ‘Comer
defeated ‘Kierans in a thrilling semi-final by 2-
14 to 2-12, a landmark win for the ‘Comer
boys and one that gave them tremendous self
belief.

On their way to the final, CBS had
accounted for Cistercian, Roscrea
and Good Counsel without any
great diffculty.

‘Comer CS Make History
On a truly dreadful day in Nowlan
Park with howling wind and driv-
ing hailstones, ‘Comer build a half
time lead of 0-8 to 0-1. So difficult
was the wind it was doubtful if it
would be sufficient for them to
hold out. But this ‘Comer team
was made of stern stuff. Oisin
Walsh, Conor Fogarty and Kieran
Mooney hurled superbly in
defence while Colin McGrath led
a busy attack to great effect and
a memorable 0-11 to 0-6 victory.
Great credit must go to Pat
Murphy, Terence Fahy and their
fellow mentors for their excellent
team preparation. 

Cruel Fate
Further progress was not to be.
The following day Mooney and
McGrath were injured in an

unnecessary county minor game. Yet such
was the spirit in the team that they almost
overcame their grevious loss (though the lat-
ter played a part in the semi-final). An
enthralling All Ireland semi-final against De La
Salle Waterford went to extra time and only
then did ‘Comer’s luck run out. There was
heart and effort in abundance but DLS scored
the crucial goal in extra time.

CBS Revival 
If ever a team had to reach an All Ireland final
the hard way it was CBS. 
In retrospect the Leinster final defeat proved
the catalyst that propelled the CBS to hurl

Colleges Report  By Tommy Lanigan

Castlecomer Community School - Leinster Colleges Senior Hurling A Champions 2007
Back: Eddie Brophy, Darren Leahy, Gerry Callinan, Alan Ruth, Liam Lacey, Ciaran McDermot, Brian Mulhall,

Middle: Martin Hawley, Pierce Dargan, Tomas Keating, Brian Dillon, Geoff Morrissey, Kieran Mooney, Eddie Hickey,
James Morrissey, Cillian Brennan.

fFront: Conor Fogarty, Ollie Walsh, Noel Darcy, Peadar Boran, Gary Delaney, Canice Maher, Michael Murphy, Colin
McGrath, Aidan Moran, Eddie Dwyer (capt), Tomas Breen.

Comer capture First Leinster
CBS & Col Mhuire - Oh so close 
to All Ireland Glory.....

Kilkenny CBS - All Ireland Colleges Senior Hurling Finalists 2007
Back :David Gaule; David Galvin; Liam Ryan; Ollie Walsh; Patrick Nolan; Shane Maher; Oisin Walsh;Danny Kenny; David Langton: Mark Kelly; Mark Bergin; John

Cleere; Tom Langton; Edward Bourke
Front: Peter Nolan; Martin Bambrick; Mark Nolan: Philip Byrne: Mark Gaffney; John Fitzpatrick; Richard Doyle; Adrian Stapleton; Stephen Murphy; Paul Guinan; Enda

Malone; John Traynor; Patrick Cantwell; Ger  O’ Donoghue.
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with panache and passion. Six days later
they clashed with St. Flannans Ennis in the
All-Ireland quarter-final.  On this occasion the
James’s Street side welded hurling prowess
to determined work rate throughout the field
to overcome the Clare side by a single point,
2-12 to 1-14. Following this morale boosting
victory which hinted that the forwards were at
last beginning to fire the CBS arrived at the
All-Ireland semi-final bout with Gort
Community School in Birr. From the outset
the city side asserted themselves and
assumed a commanding lead which they
never relinquished.  The Tribesmen could not
breach the Kilkenny defence particularly the
half back line of Paddy Nolan, David Langton
and Enda Malone while up front captain Mark
Bergin produced an exceptional performance
to conclude this game with a personal haul of
13 points (11 frees).  The final score CBS 0-
19 Gort CS 1-11. 

All Ireland Final
Thus Kilkenny CBS made it back to an All-
Ireland Colleges ‘A’ hurling final for the first

time in 24 years.
A huge number of colourful CBS fans trav-
elled to Croke Park to witness a titanic con-
test with Waterford De La Salle. Throughout
the game each side traded score for score,
with each side enjoying short periods of
supremacy as this tight and tense affair wove
its way to a thrilling climax.  As injury time
approached the De La Salle chief scorer
Stephen Power pointed a long range free to
put the Waterford side into the lead by the
slimmest of margins.  However this epic
encounter had yet one more act to play out
when Kilkenny CBS were awarded a free in
the dying moments of the game.  Inspirational
captain Mark Bergin accepted the gauntlet
that had been thrown down to him and stood
up to take it.   But on this occasion fortune
did not favour the brave Mark whose attempt
rebounded agonisingly off the upright and
with it the charged hopes of a replay.  Final
score Waterford DLS 0-13 Kilkenny CBS 1-
09.
The CBS team and panel deserve the highest

praise and must be commended for the man-
ner in which they pursued the All-Ireland
Colleges title. For the past two years they
have played superbly and must count them-
selves most unfortunate not to have won an
All Ireland title.

How unlucky are our CBS teams?
Three years in a row CBS Kilkenny have
reached the semi-final of the Leinster Junior
Hurling 'A' championship only to be deprived
of a final place by the narrowest of margins -
one point.
Our first game was against Colaiste Eoin,
Dublin, which ended CBSK 2-19 to 1-7.
Banagher Community School was our next
encounter and another success CBSK 2-13
to Banagher's 1-4. Castlecomer C S was the
opposition in round three which again ended
successfully CBSK 4-13 to 1-4 for Comer
thus allowing CBS to progress directly to the
semi-final. 
St. Peter's Wexford were to be our opponents
having disposed of St. Kierans by two points
in the quarter final. A very poor first half saw

CBS trailing by 7 points at half time but a
huge transformation in the second half saw
us draw level one minute into injury time only
to be denied a replay by a late free to St.
Peters with the last puck of the game. CBSK
0-11 St. Peters 0-12.

Colaiste Mhuire Reach All Ireland
VS Senior Final 

Coláiste Mhuire Senior Hurling Team has a
season of mixed fortunes in reaching both the
Leinster final against Banagher College and
the All Ireland Final against Loughrea
Vocational School but unfortunately came up
just short on both occasions. On their way to
the provincial final Johnstown recorded good
victories over St. Fergal's of Rathdowney and
Scoil Aireagail of Ballyhale, and received a
bye to the final where on the day they failed
to perform to their usual standard and were
beaten by a much more eager Banagher
team.
In the All Ireland semi-final the Johnstown
side showed the great spirit and determina-
tion that they possessed by defeating the
Munster Champions Borrisokane of Tipperary
in an epic battle to earn a place in the All
Ireland Final.  While being beaten by a classy
Loughrea side, Coláiste Mhuire can be proud
of their participation on one of the most enter-
taining finals at this level in the recent past
and if not for early goal chance misses, might
have won their first senior title since 1982.
Overall the team can look back with pride on
their performances.  

Junior Hurling Successes
Coláiste Mhuire Juniors had a very success-
ful year.  They regained the Leinster
Vocational Title defeating the hotly fancied
Banagher School in the process.  The Junior
Hurlers also captured the Junior 'B'  Kilkenny
title for the first time going undefeated
throughout the competition. The team had
some outstanding performers throughout the
year including Ruairí Hickey and Owen
Warren from Lisdowney, Ciarán Beehan and
Daniel Dermody from Johnstown.  

Colaiste Mhuire Johnstown, All Ireland VS Senior Hurling Finalists
Back: Eamon Corcoran, Vincent Fitzpatrick, John Henderson, Darragh Tobin (Captain), Kevin Reid, Shane Clyne, Eoin Phelan,
Peter Bergin. 
Middle: Nigel Stanley, Owen Warren, Séan O'Gorman, Séan Warren, Conor Costello, Raymond Fitzpatrick, Diarmuid
Broderick, Joe Dollard, Stephen Bourke, Damien Delaney.
Front: Eoin Glendon, Daniel Dermody, Michael Cormack, Thomas Holohan, Owen Sheil, Denis Lennon, James Delaney,
Michael Lennon, Niall Mackey.

Colaiste Mhuire Leinster Junior VS Champions
Back: Breffni Purcell, Peadar McGeehan, James Leahy, Ruairí Hickey, Jason Moore, Tom Corcoran, Jamie Bergin.
Middle: Tom Phelan, David Ryan, Kevin Murphy, Owen Warren, Rory Phelan.
Front: Robert Fitzpatrick, Conor Tobin, Michael Lennon, Aaron Fogarty, John Sweeney, Brendan Phelan, Edward
Curran, Thomas Bowe.  Missing from photo: Daniel Dermody, Ciarán Beehan.
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Scoil Aireagail
Leinster Football Shield Winners

We had success on a number of occassions
at junior football level over the
years, but this did not seem to transfer to
senior level. In 2006/07 this
changed.  Scoil Aireagail won the Leinster
Vocational Schools Senior
Football Shield Final. On the way, teams from
Carlow and Wicklow had to be
overcome. The final against Dunlavin
Vocational School was a delight to
watch with Scoil Aireagail playing a brand of
football that one might expect
from a county with a much stronger tradition
in football.

Great Opportunity Lost
The senior hurling team lost in the Leinster
Semi Final to the eventual
provincial winners.  The unavailability of a key
player, due to the intrangiencies of a Club
cost this team a tilt at a possible All Ireland
title.
The junior camogie team won the Leinster
Colleges final beating Colaiste
Mhuire in the final.

Handball Action
In handball, Mark O'Dwyer and Niall Smyth
won the Intermediate Colleges
Leinster and All Ireland Colleges titles in the
60 X 30 competition. The
same two won the Leinster Colleges 40 X 20
competition and were eventually
beaten in the All Ireland final.  In the
Vocational Schools 40 X 20 Mark
O'Dwyer won the Leinster Intermediate title
and lost in the All Ireland
final. Ger McGrath won the Vocational
Schools All Ireland Junior title in
the 40 X 20 championship.

Leinster Junior B title for battling
‘Ris

Coláiste Eamon Ris belted their way to the
Leinster U-16 title, but the sweetness of the
victory was not without plenty of trauma, anxi-
ety, and nerve-jangling uncertainty. 
They had rather easy intro games against
Ballyhale, Borris, Bagnalstown and Bunclody,
before the "real deal" against far tougher
opposition arrived with a storm. Their game
against Bridgetown from Wexford was a
mighty encounter, with the Callan lads getting
by the winning post in first place, with a cou-
ple of points to spare.
This talented bunch of players, for some rea-
son known only to themselves had developed
a practice of going at the opposition from the
gun. They crafted a big early score, sat back
in the comfort zone, and had to win their
game again with a late, very late flourish.
They lived on the edge in all their games.
Against Bridgetown, they led by a comfortable
1-7 to no score by the 28th minute. By the
half time break they led by 1-7 to 2-2.
They eventually won by 1-12 to 2-7, but the
game, a real thriller was even more frantic
than the score would suggest.
In the Leinster Final against Heywood, Ris
tore away at a breakneck speed. Shane
Bergin-remember the name- was central to
most of the great work being done in the for-
ward area. By the 20th minute, Eamon Ris
were 2-5 to no score ahead.

Done and Dusted?
Possibly, but the Heywood lads, with the
Ballyraggett brothers, Geoff, and Michael
Brennan outstanding, were not for capitula-
tion. B y half time, Heywood were in front,
and the Callan lads were certainly wobbling.

The second half was a truly amazing thirty
three minutes of great skill, magnificent com-
mitment, delightful score-getting, and disci-
plined determination by both sides.
The final score read, Coláiste Eamon Ris 4-
10, Heywood CS 2-12.

Scoil Aireagail Leinster Senior Football Shield Winners
Back: Mr. Hunt, (trainer) James Phelan, James Culleton, Joseph Holden, Mark O'Dwyer, Colin Fennelly,
J.T. Murphy, David Kenneally, JJ Dunphy, Michael Malone, Stephen Ryan.
Front: Darren Coffey, Paraic Gahan, Joseph Gahan, James Kehoe, David Audoire, William Hughes, Keith
Murphy, Kevin Knox, Chris Murphy.  Missing from photograph: Paul Murphy. 

Callan CBS Winners Leinstre Colleges Junior B Hurling 2007
Back: Shane Carroll, JJ Corrigan, Frank Ryan, Eoin Robinson, Dave Phelan, Damien Roche, Jason Foran, Liam
Doyle, Shane Power, Ricky Buckley, John Kirwan, Liam Byrne.
Middle: Mr. Joe Brennan (selector), Adam Kavanagh, Matthew Houlihan, Ryan O'Dwyer, Owen McGrath, Conor
Fogarty, PJ Trant, Martin Doheny, John Robinson, Emmet Nolan, Niall Maher, Ian Murphy, Mr. Tom Walsh (selector).
Front: Darragh Egan, Jamie Bergin, Cian Ryan, Tony Delaney, Jason Corcoran (capt), Dan McCormack, Shane
Bergin, Cathal Byrne, DJ Bergin, Ger Cunningham.

DDuuiisskkee  CCoolllleeggee  UU--1144  GGaaeelliicc  FFoooottbbaallll  TTeeaamm  
BBaacckk: James McCabe, Seamus Kavanagh, Ciaran Manning, Lee Kinsella, Bernard Hennessy, DJ
Campbell, James Doyle, Matthew Walsh, Kelly Ann Whelan, Dylan Dwyer, Conor McGuinness.
FFrroonntt: Eoin Russell, Robert Doyle, Adam Kennedy, Lee Irwin, Ryan O' Halloran, Stephen Browne,
James Meaney, Jack Conran.
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Colláiste Eamon Ris: PJ Trant, Emmet

Nolan, Tony Delaney, Sean Foley, John

Robinson, Jason Corcoran (capt), Conor
Fogarty, Matthew Houlihan, Cian Ryan,

Shane Bergin, Ryan O'Dwyer, Eoin McGrath,
Dan McCormack, Martin Doheny, Darragh
Egan, Cathal Byrne, Jamie Bergin, DJ Bergin,
Shane Power, Damien Roche, Frank Ryan,
Liam Doyle, Eoin Robinson, Charlie Boland,
Richie Buckley, Niall Maher, Ian Murphy, John
Kirwan, Shane Carroll, Jason Foran, Liam
Byrne, Eric Keogh, David Phelan.

Managers: Mr. Joe Brennan, Mr. Tom
Walsh.

Duiske College Graignamanagh

Gaelic games play a big part in the life of
Duiske College, Graignamanagh where a
large percentage of the student body proudly
represent the school at our national games.
At junior and senior level Duiske College is
joined with Grennan College, Thomastown
and so far 2007 has proved to be very suc-
cessful for the combined schools teams, with
both sides reaching the South Leinster
Hurling finals. In the Junior Hurling we lost to
a powerful Abbey Commuinty College,
Ferrybank team on the scoreline of 6-4  to 4-
4. The senior hurling team are due to play the
winners of Knockbeg College versus Abbey
Community College in their final. These play-
ers attention will soon turn to the big ball with
the South Leinster Gaelic Football
Championship starting soon. 

Duiske/Grennan College Junior Hurling Team 2007
Back: Mr. Cheasty, Micheal Kavanagh, Jack Glendon, Darragh Morrissey, Richard Waugh, Kevin Barcoe, Sean O' Brien, Mark Grace, Kieran Cummins, Gary Mason,
Danny O' Donnell, Robert Doyle, Dylan Waugh, C. Treacy, L. Walsh, Lee Kinsella, Mr. Dunne.
Front: Eoin Manning, Mark Walsh, Kevin Minogue, T. McGuinnes, Vinny Joyce, Andrew Keogh, Barry Whelan, Gary Lehane, James Coakley, Michael Dowling.

St. Kieran’s College - Leinster Juvenile A Hurling Champions 2007
Back: Sean Farrell, Pat Butler, George Allen, Daniel O’Neill, William Phelan, Sean O’Dwyer, Cathal O’Neill,
John Dunphy.
Middle: Mr. Pat Murphy (trainer), Declan McQuillan, Dylna Walsh, Pat O’Carroll, Michael Donnelly, Thomas
O’Hanrahan, Evan Guilfoyle, Niall Walsh, Diramuid Cody, Gavin Butler, Michael Drennan, Mr. John O’Keeffe
(coach).
Front: Aidan Cleere, Andrew O’Dwyer, Cillian Treacy, Hugh O’Neill, Jack Nolan, Richie Reid, Cillian Buckley
(capt), Luke Hickey, Michael Whitely.

St. Kieran’s College Juvenile Football 2007
Back: Anthony Ryan, Derek Phelan, Michael Whitely, William  Phelan, Andrew O’Dwyer, Stephen McKenna.
Third Row: John Power, Patrick Butler, Cillian Buckley, Cathal O’Neill, Jake O’Brien, Daniel O’Neill.
Second Row: Denis Hogan, Evan Guilfoyle, Luke Hickey, James Burke, Niall Walsh, Conor Foley, Conor O’Shea, Diarmuid Cody, Aodhan Murphy.
Front: Mrs Ryan (trainer), George Allen, Hugh O’Neill, Pat O’Carroll, Sean O’Dwyer (Capt), Sam Johnston, Richie Reid, Ciaran Prendergast, Jack Nolan, Tom Mullan, Craig Cummins, Mr. R.
Windle (trainer).     Missing from photo: Michael  Drennan
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Juvenile Blitzes
At juvenile level, Duiske College has sufficient
playing numbers to field fifteen. Already this
age group have taken part in two blitzes  this
year with the Duiske  College juvenile hurlers
winning a first year hurling blitz held in
Waterford , while the juvenile Footballers
were also successful winning South Leinster
Juvenile Football blitz held recently in
Wexford.

Ladies Football and Camogie
Over the last two years Duiske College has
seen new ladies football and camoige teams
set up to cater for the schools female popula-
tion. While the school does not contest at
competitive level. A number of challenge
matches with local schools have been
arranged and already a vast improved has
been seen in the girls skills level.

Abbey Community College
2007 was the first year that Abbey
Community College captured a Colleges hurl-
ing trophy and they did so in some style by
winning two and reaching the final of a third
competition. Their first victory came in May

when their juvenile hurlers, captained by
Brian Grant (Slieverue), won teh Leinster
Colleges Juvenile ‘C’ title.
They followed this success in November
when winning the Waterford Colleges Senior
title defeating Tramore CBS. The county
boundary divides the school so they have the
luxury of being able to compete in two
provinces! At time of going to press the Junior
Hurlers have won teh south Leinster C hurling
title anad await opponents in the Leinster
final. Well done to the teams and coaches
Eoin McCormack and John Keane.

St. Kierans Reach Leinster Juv.
Football Final

St. Kieran’s College retained the South
Leinster Juvenile football B final after a five
game march through the region. They defeat-
ed Scoil Iosagain, Portarlington by three
points. Next to fall were Colaiste Eanna,
Dublin champions in a fine contest. However
Colaiste Mhuire, Kildare proved too strong in
the Leinster final.Their Junior team survived
four rounds of the championship before losing
narrowly to CBS Naas.

U-14 Schools Hurling  Blitz
Every May a First Year hurling blitz is run for
all schools in the county. It has proved to be a
huge success, involving over three hundred
players from the schools. This competition is
held in three city venues and gives the oppor-
tunity to so many boys to represent their
school in hurling. Every team is guaranteed
four games and is an excellent promotion for
hurling.

Loreto Kilkenny Camogie Success 

2007 was the most successful year ever for
Camogie in the Loreto Secondary School.
Teams from the school won the All-Ireland
Colleges Junior A Camogie Final, retained the
All-Ireland Colleges Seven-a-side A title, the
Leinster Colleges Junior A Camogie title, the
Leinster Colleges Minor A Camogie title, the
Leinster Colleges Seven-a-side A title & the
Kilkenny Colleges First Year A title.

All Ireland 7s Win
In winning the Leinster 7’s title they saw off
Grennan College from Thomastown, the
Presentation from Kilkenny and beat old rivals
St Brigid’s College Callan in the final. The
Loreto squad then progressed to the All-
Ireland series which was a round robin event
that was hosted at St Peregrine’s G.A.A Club
in Dublin.
The Loreto girls played Munster champions
St Caimin’s of Shannon, Ulster champions
Maghera of Derry, and Connacht champions
Portumna of Galway. The Loreto beat all
these teams which set up an All-Ireland final
meeting with Munster champions St Caimin’s
of Shannon. They won a hard fought and
thrilling final to secure an All-Ireland 7’s title.
Caoimhe Shiel accepted the trophy for her
school for the second year running on behalf
of the squad which consisted of; Niamh Byrne
, Áine Curran, Aisling Dunphy, Niamh Kelly,
Noelle Maher, Sinéad Maher, Aoife Murphy,
Claire Phelan, Grace Walsh.

Junior Champions
Last year, many members of the Junior
Camogie team experienced the feeling of win-

Loreto Kilkenny: All-Ireland Colleges 7's Roinn A Champions 2007
Back: Niamh Kelly (Dicksboro), Niamh Byrne (Clara), Aisling Dunphy (St. Brigid's), Áine Curran (Freshford),
Sinead Maher (Dicksboro), Claire Phelan (Lisdowney).
Front: Aoife Murphy (Lisdowney), Noelle Maher (Tullaroan), Caoimhe Shiel (Capt. James Stephens), Grace
Walsh (Tullaroan).

Loreto Kilkenny: All-Ireland Colleges Junior Roinn A Champions 2007
Back: Niamh Byrne, Bríd Murphy, Aisling O' Grady, Aisling Dunphy, Stacey Quirke , Aoife Nolan, Sinéad Maher, Eva Nicholson, Nicola Butler, Aisling Carey, Rebecca
McEntee, Aisling White, Sarah Dunne, Emer Kelly, Amy O'Connor, Áine Curran, Sarah Dunphy, Michelle Cullinane, Siobhán Healy, Claire Phelan, Isabel Robinson ,
Caoimhe Shiel. Front: Sonia Buggy , Aisling Curtis, Aoife Murphy, Grace Walsh (Tullaroan), Tracy Brennan , Niamh Kelly {Captain}, Noelle Maher, Laura Hennessy,
Aoife Murphy, Sarah Ann Quinlan, Orla Ryan. Missing from photograph: Emma Comerford.
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ning an All-Ireland when the won the All-
Ireland Colleges 7’s title for the first time &
were determined to have that feeling again.
In the Junior Leinster Colleges Junior
Championship the Loreto came up against
Borris VS, Colaíste Bríde of Enniscorthy &
Castlecomer CS. They had a good campaign
which set up a final meeting with St Brigid’s
College Callan, in which the Loreto came out
the victorious team.
They then progressed onto the All-Ireland
semi-final where they had to make a long
journey to Ballycastle in Antrim. The trip
entailed an over night stay of the squad and
management team. On the match day the
Loreto were matched against Cross and
Passion College of Ballycastle. In a hard
fought game the Loreto won on a score line
of 5-6 to 2-4.

First Success for Loreto
They went on to meet Portumna CS in the All-
Ireland final which was held in the Ragg Co.
Tipperary. In a tough and hard fought match,
the Loreto girls prevailed on a score line of 0-

7 to 0-5; the only goal-less final in the compe-
tition’s history. Niamh Kelly (Dicksboro), the
Loreto captain lifted the Gobnait Cup on
behalf of the Loreto Convent. This was the
first All-Ireland success of a Loreto fifteen-a-
side team and only the second time a
Kilkenny school has won it in its 33 year his-
tory.
The Loreto squad included:Tracy Brennan,
Sonia Buggy, Nicola Butler, Niamh Byrne,
Aisling Carey, Emma Comerford, Michelle
Cullinane, Áine Curran, Aisling Curtis, Sarah
Dunne , Aisling Dunphy, Sarah Dunphy ,
Siobhán Healy, Laura Hennessy, Emer Kelly,
Niamh Kelly, Rebecca McEntee, Noelle
Maher, Sinéad Maher, Aoife Murphy, Aoife
Murphy, Bríd Murphy, Eva Nicholson, Aoife
Nolan , Amy O’Connor , Aisling O’Grady,
Claire Phelan, Sarah-Ann Quinlan, Stacey
Quirke, Isabel Robinson, Orla Ryan, Grace
Walsh, Aisling White.

A Good Year for St. Brigid’s
College

St. Brigid's College Camogie teams did well
in 2007. The school's 7-a-side team won the
All- Ireland B competition . This was a
tremendous achievement for the school. 
Our Junior Camogie team contested the
Junior Leinster Final but was defeated by
Loreto Kilkenny.
St. Brigid's College participated in the
Leinster Senior A championship and defeated
Colaiste Brid Enniscorthy in the League. We
also took part in the Leinster Minor A
Championship and the Kilkenny First Year
Blitz. 
Six of our students won All Ireland U-16
Medals. Kate Mc Donald, Denise Gaule, Edel
Frisby, Anna Farrell, Michelle Farrell who was
awarded Player of the Match and Louise
Dunne. Kate Mc Donald and Leann Fennelly
won All Ireland Minor medals with Kilkenny
with Leann being awarded Player of the
Match. 
Overall, it was a great year for camogie play-
ers in St. Brigid's College Callan.

Ladies Football
Ladies Gaelic Football was added to the
many extra-curricular activities of St. Brigid's
College in 2006.  Under the Management of
Ms. Martina Griffin, the school has made
great strides in 2007, winning the Leinster U-
16 final by defeating Greenhill, Co. Louth, and
reaching the U-14 semi final.
The U-16 team was defeated by Ballinamore,
Co. Leitrim in the All-Ireland semi-final.  This
was a fantastic achievement for the girls and
their trainer, Ms. Griffin and the future looks
very bright.  Leanne Fennelly and Eimear
Roantree won All-Ireland Junior medals with
Kilkenny in 2007.  This was a first for St.
Brigid's and a first for Kilkenny.

Comer C S Camogie Girls Win
Leinster

After years of disappointment, the Comer CS
Camogie girls were successful at provincial
level for the first time in the schools
history.The path to the final proved to be very
challenging defeating Banagher CC,
Heywood and St Dominic’s Cabra in the
semi-final. 

Leinster Final Victory
The Leinster B final and FCJ Bunclody await-
ed the young Castlecomer women in
Dr.Cullen Park. 
Despite the Wexford girls best efforts ‘Comer
'forged ahead to win by a comfortable ten
points. This was an historic win for the girls
and one they treasured deeply. Castlecomer
had an equally emphatic victory over
Ballymena in the All Ireland semi-final. 

Trojan Effort in Final
This saw them through to the All Ireland Final
and opponents St.Mary's, Nenagh. On the
10th of March 2007 Castlecomer travelled to
the Ragg to take on their greatest battle.
Three busloads of colourful supportors in full
voice travelled to the match. ‘Comer led from
the start but were hauled abacke dby a great
St. Mary’s revival and a late goal for St.Mary's
dashed all hopes of a comeback. 

AI Seven-a-side Won AI B under-16 title
Back: Noelle O'Driscoll (coach), Lisa Carey, Edel Frisby, Mairead Power, Louise Dunne, Denise Gaule.
Front: Alison Walsh, Michelle Farrell, Kate Mc Donald (capt), Laura Walker, Anna Farrell.

St. Brigid’s College, Callan - Leinster Football Champions and AI semi-finalists.
Back: Denise Gaule, Aine Manning, Edel Frisby, Anna Farrell, Sara Mockler, Alison Fennelly, Mairead
Comerford. Middle: Emily Moran, Imelda O'Donovan, Alison Walsh, Ailish O'Meara, Lisa Carey, Mairead
Power, Caoimhe Lyons, Martina Griffin (coach). Front: Stacy Power, Shauna Power, Niamh Dowling, Sara
Power, Eimear Roantree (capt), Roisin O'Meara, Michelle Farrell, Brid Murray, Lorraine O'Shea.
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A depressing year for the game on Noreside? Give or take the
glorious exception that was the county’s 30th All Ireland title,
there’s a good case for answering the question in the affirma-
tive. It’s important, indeed, that someone does. At the risk of
being accused of crying wolf, then, let us assert, soberly and
unemotively, that much of what went on in Kilkenny hurling in
2007 not only left plenty to desired but also contained disturb-
ing implications for the future.

Consider the following and quibble with it if you dare. The
under-14 and under-16 teams sank without trace at national
level. Club under-14 sides throughout the county were generally
off the pace at Féile, as was acknowledged at the next meeting
of the County Board. (As an aside, one friend of mine, actively
involved in the grade with his club, reckons that the standard at
under-14 level in Kilkenny this year was deplorable and the stan-
dard of coaching not much better. He may, of course, be wrong.
He may not be.) The under-21s, the reigning Leinster and All
Ireland champions, fell at the first hurdle at home to Offaly. As I
write I find that St Kieran’s have lost to St Peter’s for – and this
is what might be termed an edu-
cated guess – the first time in
25 years. Worst and most egre-
giously of all, the most badly
handled Kilkenny minor team in
living memory, which two years
earlier had won the All Ireland
under-16 title in joyous fashion,
crashed and burned in the
Leinster final, then died on their
feet in the All Ireland semi-final
against Tipperary, with the man-
agement subsequently offering
by way of extenuation the gob-
bledygook that Tipp were “used
to winning and we are not”. I
wouldn’t be saying that too loud-
ly in the vicinity of Castlecomer
Community School…

Any quibbles with the above?
Thought not.

There’s another good reason
for sounding the alarm bells.
Hotels hold fire drills as a matter
of course. The year when the
harvest is rich is precisely the
juncture to be worrying about,
and planning for, the days of
famine, for come those days
will. Eternal vigilance is both the price and the foundation stone
of success. So how many members of the great and good of
Kilkenny hurling can hear the alarm bells wailing too? Or are at
least prepared to listen out for them?

To Portlaoise on a Saturday for the first match of
the year – and the best match of the year.
Ballyhale Shamrocks and Toomevara produce the
All Ireland club semi-final to end all All Ireland club
semi-finals. Toomevara hurl brilliantly, are clearly

the better team and are horribly unfortunate to get done on the
finishing line; Shamrocks hurl less brilliantly, are clearly not the
better team but keep their heads amid the crisis, plug away at
the basics and eventually pull clear to win going away in injury
time. A minute before half-time they trail by 12 points, yet come

the final whistle they have 2-20 on the scoreboard. Cha
Fitzpatrick, despite drifting in and out of the game, finishes with
1-4; TJ Reid curls a glorious sideline cut inches inside the far
upright from under the O’Moore Park stand two minutes from
time; Henry Shefflin creates the match-turning goal for Cha and,
in a situation where most other forwards would have ruptured a
hernia going for personal glory, flicks the sliotar back to Bob
Aylward for the lead point in injury time. On any other day
Toomevara would have beaten any other team. But Shamrocks
ain’t any other team.

No scares for Shamrocks this time as they join Birr
at the top of the roll of honour with four All Ireland
club titles apiece following a comfortable dismissal
of Loughrea at Croke Park on St Patrick’s Day.
They have seven points to spare in the end; had

they put their minds to it, they could have won by double the
margin. Shamrocks’ day on a shamrock day, as it were. This
observer’s man of the match? Odd as it may sound in the cir-
cumstances, given that he doesn’t score from play, King Henry.

Unlike against Toomevara,
where he started badly but grad-
ually worked himself into the
proceedings, against Loughrea
he’s on top of matters from the
start. But here’s the interesting
part of it: whereas Henry usually
shines because of what he does
himself, here he shines because
of what he doesn’t do – or does-
n’t try to do – himself. He essays
one effort at a point all after-
noon, and that inside the open-
ing three minutes. It tails wide.
No matter; from there on he
contents himself with assuming
the role of playmaker, drifting
away from the centre to take up
good positions on the wing,
lasering pinpoint passes to
Patrick Reid and Mark Aylward
for the winners’ opening two
scores, creating TJ Reid’s injury-
time goal with a crossfield deliv-
ery from under the Hogan
Stand. Where Loughrea have
Johnny Maher at centre-forward,
Shamrocks have Johnny Marr.
Absolute mastery of the chords,
but no guitar solos merely for
the sake of them.

After looking a team of all the talents in the semi-
final romp against Wexford, Kilkenny are brought
back down to earth with a thump in the National
League final by Waterford, who come with a wet

sail to capture their first national title since 1963. “A fantastic day
for hurling,” Nickey Brennan declares when presenting the trophy
to Brick Walsh afterwards. He’s perfectly correct, even if the
occasion is better than the game, which only catches fire in the
second half. The Deise do what they did to Tipperary in the quar-
ter-final and Cork in the semi-final, eyeballing their opponents
and toughing it out. After trailing by a point with five minutes left,
they win by two: the kind of thing that Kilkenny are supposed to
do to other teams, not have done to them. Although the holders’
attack misfires and midfield is a wasteland in the second half
(Cha Fitzpatrick, who starts at full-forward, is bound to return
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there shortly), the real problem lies in defence, where too much
ball is fumbled and a lack of leadership in the closing stages
allows Seamus Prendergast to leap to the skies, grab the incom-
ing sliotar and point it. Twice. Still, the McCarthy Cup holders will
not now sleepwalk into the championship. A fantastic day for
hurling, a great day for Waterford – and not at all a bad day for
Kilkenny.

Whizzes and bangs aplenty in Munster, where
Limerick and Tipperary take one another to three
games and two instalments of extra time; where
Cork and Clare share slaps in a pre-match scrap
that, predictably and lazily, becomes known as

Semplegate; where a suspension-weakened Cork summon up a
manful display next time out against Waterford but are undone
by their absentees and leak five goals; and where a Dan
Shanahan hat-trick gives the Deise victory in the final against
Limerick. The Leinster decider, meanwhile, is another mismatch.
In the words of those great sages Beavis and Butt-head: the
more things change, the more they suck. Uh huh, huh huh.

Only a game? Hurling is far, far less than that, we
are suddenly and shockingly reminded. Kilkenny’s
All Ireland quarter-final against Galway is post-
poned after – well, there’s no point at this stage in
rehashing the dreadful events that occurred outside

Kilfane one sunny summer Thursday morning. Let us simply
observe that the dignity and decorum observed by all parties
then and in the months that followed was humbling and that
James McGarry’s interview with Colm Murray on RTE’s One
O’Clock News the day after the All Ireland final was a model of
grace, thoughtfulness and generosity. When the Galway game
does take place, the issue is in the melting pot with eight min-
utes remaining. Enter Eddie Brennan and that’s that. Two other
factors prove crucial, one of them Noel Hickey’s dispossession of
the inrushing Niall Healy with the outcome balanced on the edge
of a knife, the other the quality of the winners’ subs. Where
Galway bring on Eugene Cloonan and Kevin Broderick, big
names from the past, Kilkenny bring on Richie Power and John
Tennyson, emerging names of the present. Ger Loughnane
states afterwards that this close shave will be the winning of the
All Ireland for Kilkenny. As so often is the case when he’s not
engaged in the dark arts of spin, Loughnane is correct.

Another Kilkenny/Wexford mismatch, this one in
the All Ireland semi-final. Far from seeking to kill off
their opponents with an early blast as they did in
the Leinster final, the champions content them-
selves with knocking over the points: sufficient unto

the day, and all of that. What a shame that the system didn’t for-
bid repeats of the provincial-final pairings – a sentiment to be
echoed forever and a day in Waterford.

September: All over after ten minutes. Kilkenny, as
they’ve so consistently done under Brian Cody,
explode out of the blocks, hit Limerick with their
patented shock-and-awe routine, have two goals
on the board in jig-time and make the best of their

way home from there. Hickey and Shefflin don’t return for the
second half; it matters not a whit against the brave but out-
classed Shannonsiders. Shefflin has already done the state plen-
ty of service by then anyway, not only with his imaginatively
taken goal but also via the shoulder charge on Stephen Lucey
that yields the lineball from which Cha Fitzpatrick finds Eddie
Brennan for the opening goal. Cha raises his game a level in the
second half and assumes the mantle of leader while Jackie
Tyrrell, the team’s most improved player of the last 12 months, is
a pillar. If there’s one cause for regret aside from the lack of
entertainment it’s that Waterford, inarguably one of the two best
teams in the country, aren’t present, the more so after the wealth
of beauty and colour they’d brought to Championship 2007. Not,
as the new cliché has it, that that’s Kilkenny’s or Limerick’s fault,
of course.
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And that was about the height of it. Move along there now,
nothing new to see. Nothing new bar the Cats’ continuing excel-
lence, the byproduct of their manager’s continuing appetite for
achievement. With two seasons remaining, this is already
Kilkenny’s most successful decade ever. The sooner some mem-
ber of the Borough or County Councils proposes erecting a stat-
ue to Cody, the better. We will not see his likes, or the likes of
this wasp-striped decade, in our lifetime again. Or to put it anoth-
er way: Kerry have won the All Ireland under three different man-
agers this decade. You don’t seriously imagine Kilkenny could
have done the same, do you? * Enda McEvoy is the hurling correspondent of the Sunday Tribune

Cha Fitzpatrick   Sportsfile

Hurler of the year: Dan Shanahan. (To readers inca
pable of viewing this without black
and amber spectacles, a word.
People, this is a no-brainer. Dan
hit 8-12 in five championship out
ings. End of.)

Next best: Tommy Walsh, Ollie Moran, 
Michael Walsh, Jackie Tyrrell.

Best Newcomer: Stephen Molumphy (Waterford).

Game of the year: Ballyhale Shamrocks v Toomevara.

Next best: Waterford 5-15 Cork 3-18, Semple 
Stadium, June 17th.

Goal of the year: Dan Shanahan at the Canal End 
versus Cork, All Ireland quarter-final 
replay.

Point of the year: Cha Fitzpatrick from the Hogan 
Stand touchline in the closing 
stages against Galway.

Team: Damien Fitzhenry (Wexford); Michael Kavanagh (Kilkenny),
Declan Fanning (Tipperary), Jackie Tyrrell (Kilkenny); Tommy Walsh
(Kilkenny), Ken McGrath (Waterford), Tony Browne (Waterford); Cha
Fitzpatrick (Kilkenny), Michael Walsh (Waterford); Dan Shanahan
(Waterford), Ollie Moran (Limerick), Stephen Molumphy (Waterford);
Andrew O’Shaughnessy (Limerick), Henry Shefflin (Kilkenny), Eddie
Brennan (Kilkenny).

Enda’s Awards 2007

64

That Was Year  05/12/2007  12:32  Page 3

 
                                 KILKENNY GAA YEARBOOK 2007



Debates will always ensue about the merits of teams from dif-
ferent eras.One person’s opinion is as valid as anyone else’s.
Here for what its worth is my “tuppence worth”.

Despite the wonderful run enjoyed by Kilkenny hurlers fom
2000 to 2007 I would opt for the crew of 1971-75 as the best
Kilkenny team I have seen.

Only two teams have ever contested five senior All-Ireland
finals in succession. Cork, in 1905, were the first to achieve the
feat, and exactly 70 years later Kilkenny became the second.
Cork won two of those championships, while the black and
amber of 7 decades later won 3 All-Irelands in the more com-
petitive climate of the early to mid 70’s.

The 70’s was a very competitive decade. Kilkenny’s opponents
in Leinster were much stronger than their counterparts
today.Wexford’s star teams included Tony Doran, Phil Wilson,
Mick Jacob, Martin Quigley, etc. Cork went on to win 3 All-
Irelands in succession 1976-78.Turnover In the Kilkenny team
of the 70’s was much less than in the current era. In 1975 in
Kilkenny’s fifth successive final, 8 players from the starting 15of
1971 made the starting fifteen which defeated Galway. Only 3
of the starting 15 in the 2000 final made the first fifteen in 2007.

Without doubt the Kilkenny team of 1971-75 reached their pin-
nacle , performance wise, in the second half of the 1972 final
against Cork when, in a dazzling 23 minute exhibition of pure
hurling brilliance, they stormed back from 8 points down to take
their 18th All-Ireland title by beating a stunned Cork by 7 clear
points.

Cork went into the game as the overwhelming favourites but,
then, it’s a rarity for the favourites to win an All-Ireland final
clash between these 2 counties. Cork had hammered Clare in
the Munster final. Kilkenny had to have a second crack before
overcoming Wexford in the Leinster final.

On that glorious sunny September afternoon there were know-

ing nods in the stands as Cork eased their way to the front.
Con Roche’s point from all of 80 yards left Cork supporters
dancing as the airs of Fair Hill rose powerfully over Hill 16; the
blood and bandages were 8 points up with 23 minutes to go.

The Kilkenny sideline team had earlier proved once again their
wealth of hurling knowledge by switching Eddie Keher off a
tight-marking Tony Maher. Fr. Tommy Maher, who had steered
St. Kieran’s College to so many hurling titles was sitting up in
the stands and communicated with his fellow selectors Mick
O’Neill, Georgie Leahy, Dick Dunphy and Johnny McGovern by
walkie talkie.

Con Roche’s point proved to be Cork’s final score of the game.
The Munster champions were overrun in one of the greatest
finishing bursts ever witnessed in an All-Ireland final. Not even
Dylan Thomas (the horse not the poet) would  match Kilkenny’s
race to the line in 1972.

The Black and Amber became a team inspired and lashed
home 2 goals and 9 points without reply in the last 22 minutes.
The winning surge started when wing back Pat Lalor was late
tackled and Kilkenny were awarded a free from where the ball
landed on the 21 yard line. Eddie Keher sent a jet-propelled
shot high into the Cork rigging.

Keher scored another point from a free and then the iron man
from Johnstown , Pat Delaney, tore through the defence, hop-
ping the ball off the hard ground, and sent over another point. 7
minutes remained when big Frank Cummins opened his shoul-
ders and ran through from midfield to score a goal. The sides
were now level  but the Leinster champions were in the words
of Boss Springsteen “on fire” and with Keher. O’Brien  and
Delaney at their most accurate best they shot 7 points in the
final 5 minutes. So “The Rose” was once again sung, not the
Bette Midler version but the Mooncoin “wan”.

It would be unfair to a great team to single out individual
heroes. Cork were left like ragged trousered philantrophists
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The GrThe Greatest Kilkenny Teatest Kilkenny Team?eam?
By Jim Fogarty, Kilkenny County Librarian

Kilkenny  -All Ireland SH Champions 1972
BBaacckk  RRooww::  Ned Byrne, Mick Crotty, Pa Dillon, Pat Henderson, Eddie Keher, Frank Cummins, Kieran PurcelL

FFrroonntt  RRooww:: Pat Lalor, Jim Treacy, Liam O'Brien, Noel Skehan (Capt.), Pat Delaney, John Kinsella, Eamon Morrissey.               
(Missing from picture - Phil Larkin)
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who had stumbled into 15 rounds with Reuben “Hurricane”
Carter.The game was watched by a crowd of 66,137. Kilkenny
beat Cork in the minor final by 8-7 to 3-9 with Billy Fitzpatrick
scoring 3-4. Eleven years later he was to wreak havoc on Cork
again---this time in the senior final.

On the basis of that incredible second half alone, Kilkenny
ensured themselves a prominent place in hurling’s folklore. But
that Kilkenny team did much more than stage a dramatic come-
back in the 1972 All-Ireland final.

Between 1971 and 1975 Kilkenny scored an aggregate of 67
goals and 353 points ( for an overall total of  554 points) while
their various opponents totalled 50-244(394) against. Between
their provincial final losses to Wexford in 1970 and 1976,
Kilkenny were beaten just twice in 20 championship matches.
This was truly a remarkable record in the red hot competitive
environment of the 1970’s. Kilkenny’s 2 losses were in All-
Ireland finals; the first when the side was taking shape and the
second when key players were missing.

The voice of the GAA, the iconic Micheal O Muircheartaigh

writes in his wonderful book “From Dun Sion to Croke Park”
(published 2004) that the 2 finest hurling teams he had seen
were Tipperary of the era 1958-65 and Kilkenny 1969-75. he
comes down marginally on the Tipp team’s side. He writes that
“ both played in 6 All-Ireland finals during the time span under
review. Tipp won 5 as against 4 for Kilkenny. Tipp won 5
National Leagues and 5 Oireachtas titles during their good run,
while Kilkenny failed to win a National League title, and the
1969 Oireachtas triumph was their only one”.

As a humble Tipp man living in Kilkenny ( and Yes I know that I
have a lot to be humble about in the current hurling climate)
who am I to disagree with the great Micheal!
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All-Ireland finals 1971-75.

1971. Tipperary 5-17 Kilkenny 5-14.
1972. Kilkenny  3-24 Cork        5-11.
1973. Limerick   1-21 Kilkenny 1-14.
1974. Kilkenny   3-19 Limerick 1-13.
1975. Kilkenny   2-22 Galway    2-10.

RAMIE DOWLINGRAMIE DOWLING
HURLEY MANUFHURLEY MANUFACTURERACTURER

Only Best Ash Used

HURLING BALLS STOCKED

66, UPPER PATRICK STREET, KILKENNY

Phone  056 - 7722777

SSuuppppoorrttiinngg  LLoouugghhlliinnss  &&  KKiillkkeennnnyy!!

JJJJ oooo hhhh nnnn     JJJJ oooo eeee     CCCC uuuu llll llll eeee nnnn
(Trading as William Sullivan)

TOP QUALITY PORK AND  BACON - CHICKENS - COOKED MEATS
Telephone;  056 -77 64899
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County can be proud of Congress – Brennan
THE eyes of the GAA focused on Kilkenny when Congress
came calling to the Marble City this year.
More than 700 delegates came to Kilkenny for
the event which, when doubled with the large
crowd attending a National Hurling League
quarter-final at Nowlan Park, helped to
rake in almost !1 million for the county.
The Congress also proved to be a
homecoming for Nickey Brennan. The
former All-Ireland winner, and
Kilkenny senior hurling manager,
oversaw his first Congress as
President of the GAA.
While the county may have drawn
in plenty of money by hosting
Congress, in his address the
President spoke of other riches the
Association is currently enjoying.
“Back in 1994 I gave a pessimistic
address to Congress in relation to
the state of hurling – I had genuine
concerns for the game and its
future,” he said. 
“In the interim 13 years I firmly believe
that the hurling vista has changed dra-
matically at grassroots level. The seeds
being sown will flower in the years ahead.
“Never in the history of the GAA had so
much effort, expertise and finance been com-
mitted to hurling,” he continued. “The records
showed that more people were playing the game
than ever before.
“As a result, there has been a definite improvement in overall
and general standards.
“In addition, the three tier intercounty championship has been a
great success.”
While the game has improved at inter-county level, much of
that has stemmed from the prosperity enjoyed at the club
grade. In the last few years clubs have worked hard to upgrade
facilities for players of all ages, something which has helped to
improved the quality of Gaelic games.
Coupled with full-time coaches, who train and promote the

games to younger players, the GAA has dished out funds for
the benefit of the next generation of hurlers and foot-

ballers.
“I know our National Hurling Development

Officer, Paudie Butler is highly encouraged,”
commented Mr Brennan. “We will continue

to commit significant resources to hurling
and football. In all cases there must be

clear and tangible targets and value
for money with any projects.”
As well as providing facilities, the
President also stressed how keen
the GAA were to ensure that play-
er safety was equally high on their
list of priorities. Among the moves
the Association will take will be
the compulsory use of helmets at
all grades of hurling from 2009
onwards, a move which will come
before Congress in 2008.
“This is a logical and necessary
progression from the introduction
of compulsory helmets up to and

including under-21 level. It will, I
believe, if approved by Congress,

reduce significantly incidents of avoid-
able injury, particularly eye injuries,” he

said.
The President spoke of the major

improvements that had been made with
regard to player welfare, and of how the

Association works closely with the Gaelic Players
Association (GPA).

However, it was not just the responsibility of Croke Park, but
each county, to look after their welfare of the players.
“Player welfare cannot be effectively addressed by Croke Park
alone,” Mr Brennan insisted. “It requires collective attention
from all county units. Under rule, counties are required to
establish a County Panels Finance Committee.”
In his address the President spoke of the number of meetings
the GAA and the GPA had held with the Minister for Arts,
Sports and Tourism and his department representatives to dis-
cuss funding for players.
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“Despite public pronouncements attrib-
uted to Government sources, we have
had difficulty achieving clarity, or the
required confirmation of what precise
funding would potentially be made avail-
able,” he said.
“We have been informed that funding
could potentially be forthcoming from
three separate departments, Sports
Capital Funding, Games Development
Funding and Sports Council Funding.
“From a GAA perspective this would be
conditional on being additional to any
funding the Association currently
receives and which would be adminis-
tered by the Association.
“The GAA was of the view that if there
was a possibility that finance from the
Government might be forthcoming we
had an obligation to pursue the matter
and to accept the Minister’s invitation to
make a submission,” he said.
The submission was made in the name
of the GAA, with the support of the GPA.
The submission underlined the amateur
status of the organisation.
“We now await a response from the
Minister and his Department,” Mr
Brennan said.
He added the the discussions on recog-
nition of the GPA as a primary represen-
tative body for players were ongoing.
They were taking place in an environ-
ment of mutual trust and understanding.
“I am happy that we have made signifi-
cant progress in the the past 12 months
in addressing player welfare,” the
President said.
“In excess of !18-million was spent by
County Boards on player related activi-
ties last year. Another !7.2 million was
allocated for payments to players from
the injury scheme.”
Any funding forthcoming would be addi-
tional to funding currently being allocated
to the GAA from the exchequer; that
there will be a guarantee of continuity on
an annual basis; that it will apply to
expenditure being incurred by inter-coun-

ty panels of 30 players and be an addi-
tion to any player welfare expenditure
currently being met by the GAA.
Away from the playing fields and funding,
the President also had words of praise
for the vast number of volunteers, who
continue to be the heartbeat of clubs
across the country.
“The level of commitment, volunteerism
and loyalty I have witnessed travelling
around the country has been most heart
warning,” he said.
“Clubs continue to be at the centre of
every community, be that rural or urban,
even when we face many challenges.
Both partners in the house are more
often than not working outside the home,
with the added responsibility of child
care.
“Commuting to work becomes a bigger
challenge every day and our society is
infested with drugs, alcohol and violence
at levels previously unknown.

“The challenge of running a GAA club
when placed against such a background
is not easy,” he said.
“We now have an even greater responsi-
bility to provide games and leisure activi-
ties for everyone in these communities.”
Following the conclusion of business the
President gave the county a warm thank-
you for their successful hosting of
Congress.
“Kilkenny can be proud of their efforts,”
he said. “They did a wonderful job, and
everything went off smoothly.”
The local Congress organising commit-
tee was made up of Ned Quinn (Co
Board chairman), Paul Kinsella (vice-
chairman), Pat Dunphy (secretary), John
Healy (Central Council delegate), Barry
Hickey (treasurer), Jimmy Walsh
(Leinster Council delegate), Val Malone
(coaching officer), Seamus Reade, Pat
Henderson and Ned Buggy.
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The Danesfort junior hurling campaign, which rolled through
2006, took players and supporters from a first round county
game in Bennettsbridge to an All Ireland final in Croke Park

The county final brought the first championship title in 75 years
to the parish and the winning of the Kilkenny junior hurling cham-
pionship opened all sorts of doors for the Danesfort men.
Six days after winning the title the new Kilkenny champions
headed for the capital and took on the Dublin Intermediate
champions Round Towers. This was a hard physical game with
the metropolitans showing plenty of vigour and enthusiasm.
While the Killkenny champions always looked likely winners the
Towers team battled hard and it took two soft goals to kill off their
challenge.
A trip to Wicklow was next in line a fortnight later. The Bray
Emmets club has been dominating
under age hurling in the garden
county over the past number of
years with former Kilkenny hurler
John Henderson heavily involved.
An atrocious day with heavy rain
and a biting cold wind blowing
across the field from the mountains
saw Danesfort get two early tap in
goals and the home team died.
They were a team that had been
well coached but lacked the experi-
enced leadership required when
things went against them.
The Leinster final required a long
and arduous away trip to Páirc na
Gaeil in Dundalk as the Black and
Amber were pitted against the
Louth senior hurling champions
Knockbridge. The Wee County’s
standard bearers had accounted for
the champions of Laois, Offaly and
Wexford and looked to have a good
pedigree. The game was over in
five minutes as the visitors shot 1 –
2 without reply playing into a strong wind. Danesfort were in an
All Ireland semi final against the Munster champions without a
test of any consequence in Leinster.

The semi-final against Cork’s Kilworth coincided with an historic
day in Croke Park as Ireland took on France in Rugby’s Six
Nations Tournament, but it pales into insignificance as far as the

Black and Amber of Danesfort parish is concerned. Supporters
came away with lumps of clay and fistfuls of grass from the hal-
lowed turf of Dungarvan’s GAA field, which had hosted the club’s
most famous victory to date. 
This was a victory fashioned out of grit, determination and a
huge desire to succeed. It wasn’t anything fancy. There wasn’t
room for frills or decorations on the hurling displayed in the leg-
endary Dan Fraher’s field in Dungarvan . But the sheer power of
Danesfort’s desire to succeed was overwhelming and that’s what
got them over the line in this game. Kilworth never matched the
Kilkenny champions in that department. Their outfield players
were harassed and harried throughout the game and were never
allowed settle into any rhythm at any stage of the game.
Danesfort’s manager Adrian Ronan got the defensive tactics per-

fectly right on the day to
ensure a 0-12 to 0-10 vic-
tory for his side.  

Danesfort reached the
summit of junior hurling
when they outclassed
Antrim champions Clooney
Gaels at Croke Park. The
Kilkenny champions were
never in any danger of los-
ing this game as they
strode confidently across
the Croke Park turf.
The men in Black and
Amber led 1 – 6 to 0 – 0
by the end of the first quar-
ter as veteran Ger Power,
playing his last game for
the club, shot to the net in
the 11th minute, following
a long range delivery by
Patrick Hogan, to put the
winners firmly in control. 
Despite losing midfielder

Philip Walsh with a groin injury, the ‘Fort men’s dominance con-
tinued as substitute Páraic Treacy fitted seamlessly into the team
effort. With the scores continuing to flow, they led 1 – 10 to 0 – 4
at the break. 
The Northerner’s plundered a goal through Malachy Friel early in
the second half but any suggestion of a revival from the Ulster
champions was dismissed by points from Paul Murphy, Pádraig
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Danesfort’s Path to All Ireland Glory
First Kilkenny Club to take All Ireland Junior Title.......

Danesfort – All Ireland Junior Champions  2007.
Back: Patrick Hogan, Tommy Ryan, Padraig Corcoran, Frank Minogue, Jon Ryan, John Doheny, Martin Mc.Mahon, Michael Cunningham, Johnny Corr, Richie Devane, Tommy Dunne,

Aaron Dunne, Paul Murphy, Shane O’Neill, Tony Woodcock (capt), Davy Forristall, Philip Walsh, James Mullins, Mark O’Neill, Ger Power. 
Front: Jason Cody, Padraig Daly, Larry O’Mahoney, Richard Hogan, Liam Forristall, Patrick Dillon, Shem Hurley, Gavin O’Keeffe, Padraig Forristall, Robbie Walsh, Tom O’Mahoney, Páraic

Treacy, Paddy Fennelly, Maurice Woodcock.

Pádraig Forristal in action in the All Ireland Final
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Forristal and Richard Hogan.
The highly talented Hogan showed his class in the 37th minute
when won the ball 30 yards from goal under the Hogan Stand
and danced his way past several defenders to finish one handed
to the net, 2 – 13 to 1 – 4. Game over.  
Clooney Gaels battled right to the end of the game and with the
winners running on the subs the Antrim men outscored the
Danesfort 1 – 4 to 0 – 3 in the closing stages. It was gallant
effort by the Ulster champions but they found the Kilkenny cham-
pions a step too far on this occasion.
Danesfort were comfortable in defence with goalkeeper Shem
Hurley and full back line of Gavin O’Keeffe, Tom Mahony and
Patrick Dillon always in control arouind the square. Patrick
Hogan was a tour – de – force at centre back flanked by an out-
standing captain in Tony Woodcock and the razor sharp Liam
Forristal.
Philip Walsh who carried an injury into the game worked very
hard for the opening quarter until he had to succumb to injury,
his replacement Páraic Treacy continued his good form from the
semi – final and Tommy Dunne worked like a beaver in the mid-
dle of the park. Paul Murphy and the Forristal brothers, David
and Pádraig showed pace and power while picking off vital
scores throughout the game. The inside line of Richard Hogan,
Ger Power and Robbie Walsh accounted for 2 – 8 of the team’s
total and showed a real cutting edge in front of goal. 
The strength of the Danesfort team was underlined by the talent
on the bench with Frank Minogue, Larry Mahony, Richie Devane
and Mark O’Neill all contributing handsomely to the winning
effort.
It was an historic occasion for the parish of Danesfort as its club
became the first Kilkenny one to win the All Ireland Junior Club
Final in Croke Park.
Scorers: Richard Hogan 1 – 7, 0 – 2frees, Ger Power 1 – 0,
Patrick Hogan, Paul Murphy 0 – 2 each, David Forristal, Pádraig
Forristal, Robbie Walsh and Richard Devane 0 – 1 each.    

Danesfort:Shem Hurley, Gavin O’Keeffe, Tom Mahony, Patrick
Dillon, Tony Woodcock, Patrick Hogan, Liam Forristal, Philip
Walsh, Tommy Dunne, Paul Murphy, David Forristal, Pádraig
Forristal, Richard Hogan, Ger Power, Robbie Walsh.
Subs. Páraic Treacy, Frank Minogue, Larry Mahony, Richard
Devane, Mark O’Neill. 

The Last Ten Years by Pat Treacy

Danesfort were crowned All Ireland Junior Club champions in
Croke Park on Sunday March 13th after a decisive 2 – 16 to 2 –
8 victory over Clooney Gaels of Antrim. It ended a 75-year
famine, which yielded only an All County Junior Hurling League
title in 2004. Danesfort hadn’t won any top grade adult champi-
onship title since 1931, when they secured the intermediate title
in that year. The defeat to Windgap in the 1986 junior county
final was a prelude to almost two decades of defeat and decline
on the junior hurling playing fields. 
In 1999 Danesfort/Bennettsbridge won the Kilkenny Minor
Hurling ‘B’ Championship and the following year they competed
in the Roinn ‘A’ Championship. It was a watershed for hurling in
Danesfort. The penny had dropped that despite the best efforts
of everyone involved in the club, Danesfort hadn’t got enough
players to field a team in the minor championship. The amalga-
mation with their neighbours was sensible in the circumstances
that prevailed at that time. However, it brought about a lot of soul
searching and discussion internally in the Danesfort club. The
feeling emerged from the club members that they would have to
find a new way forward.
This brought about the formation of a Bord na nÓg section to
deal with under age hurling and camogie within the club. The
aim of the club was to promote and develop the game within the
Danesfort parish, which was experiencing an influx of new resi-
dents from outside the area. The plan was “to get every player
who was eligible to play for Danesfort” playing for the club and to
put in place a proper coaching structure for all the teams in the

club from under – 10’s to adult level. 

Danesfort geographically is an unusual parish, as it is trisected
by three major national roads, it hasn’t any village centre and its
parish boundaries touch three outside villages, Bennettsbridge,
Kells and Stonyford, as well as the Kilkenny City environs. The
fragmentation of the parish is also added to by the fact that there
are three local schools in Churchill, Danesfort and Burnchurch,
with three churches in the parish also,in Cuffesgrange, Danesfort
and Kells. The children from the parish could be attending ten
different Primary Schools in and outside the parish and it was
quite conceivable that children from Cuffesgrange would never
come into contact with children from Danesfort but for the GAA
club. 
In the 90’s, players from Danesfort were playing with five differ-
ent GAA clubs in the county. Children attending school outside
the parish played hurling with that club. The big task facing
Danesfort GAA Club at that time was to stop that haemorrhage
of players and to pull in members into the club from all the cor-
ners of the parish. If that were to be achieved, the coaching and
organisation of the teams in the club would have to be top class.
Getting the players to the field was one thing, but the whole
package had to be attractive to make the children stay and
become part of the club. 
Jim Fennelly, a native of Cuffesgrange, was appointed Principal
of Churchill N.S. and he became central to the juvenile revolution
as he helped to pull in new members for coaching and people to
take charge of under – age teams into the club. Coaching for
Gaelic games for all three schools became common each week,
with transport being organised for outdoor and indoor hurling.  It
revitalised the parish and new standards were set for the prepa-
ration of Danesfort teams. The target for Danesfort was to have
all their under age teams competitive, winning was a bonus.
In the millennium year Danesfort under – 14 hurlers reached the
Northern Roinn ‘C’ final but lost to a physically stronger Barrow
Rangers outfit.
In 2001 Danesfort lost the Under - 16 Roinn C league and cham-
pionship finals to a powerful Barrow Rangers side but the club
won their first ever under 14 ‘C’ championship the same year
beating Dunnamaggin in the final.
Two years later in 2003 Danesfort had a hat – trick of victories at
under – 16 (Roinn B), minor and Under 21 Roinn ‘C’ champi-
onships. Add in an historic and prestigious Lisdowney Coca Cola
7’s title, followed by a shield victory in the same competition the
following year and the club had firmly arrived as a force at under
age level.
The success of the club at under age level had a knock on effect
on the junior hurlers and confidence within the club began to
grow. The appointment of Bobby Jackman as coach of the junior
team in 2004 saw the team begin to prosper. New levels of fit-
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ness were attained in that season as the team went on an
unbeaten 12 match run in the All County League and champi-
onship that brought them the league title and a place in the
Northern Championship semi – final, which saw them lose
unluckily to a late Conahy Shamrocks goal. The following year, a
tough draw in the championship, saw them pitted against the
vastly experienced Blacks and Whites who were down from the
Intermediate grade previous year and again they lost narrowly in
injury time. But 2005 had a silver lining in the winning of the
under 21 ‘B’ title as they overcame Piltown in the final and to add
further evidence of the new standards in the club the Danesfort
junior camogie team won the club’s first ever camogie title.
After Bobby Jackman stepped down as coach of the junior hurl-
ing team, a chance meeting between a Danesfort club official
and former Kilkenny hurling star Adrian Ronan, who had just
retired from club hurling, in the Autumn of 2005 proved to be the
catalyst for the Graigue – Ballycallan man to take his first step
into team management, with Danesfort 

There is little doubt but tougher times lie ahead for this Danesfort
team in the intermediate championship. In the longer term
Danesfort will have to guard against the obvious trap of every-
one gravitating towards the adult team, where all the glory is at
the moment. This team came from years of hard graft at juvenile
level and any fall in standards at that level will have obvious
implications down the road. The club must continue to maintain
the quality coaching and organisation, which has been the
bedrock for recent successes at all levels. The template is there,
the trick is to maintain and improve on the product in the future. 
Handling success can be a lot more difficult for a club than peo-
ple imagine. Sometimes a club or a group of players, who have
been starved of success for such a long period, can settle for
what has been achieved and lose their edge. The glow of suc-
cess can linger too long and suddenly a club finds itself back
where it began after a few short years. Danesfort can develop
into a decent team over the next few years, with the proper
application of the players to the challenge that lies ahead and a
sensible back up from the club. The resolve and the personality
of the team and the club will become apparent. 
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“What are you giving up your good pensionable and permanent job as
a Schools Inspector to take over that job”.
That was the question a doting Mother, as all Irish mothers were when
it came to protecting their male offspring as they made their way in a
world pock marked with the trap doors of uncertainty, and apprehen-
sion. The target for the question was a young Longford schools inspec-
tor, who was to become one of the most highly regarded sports admin-
istration leaders of this or any other era, Liam Ó Maoilmhichíl. Mind you
it certainly didn’t help the young (to his Mother) Longford man, that a
leading GAA commentator at the time, pleaded the question, “why
would an intelligent man, whom Mulvihill obviously is, put all his eggs
into the basket of a broken down sporting organisation like the GAA,
that is obviously going nowhere”.

In the beginning

He now smiles at the memory of the times, which come flooding back,
as we sit, and talk, admire, and enthuse in one of the private boxes on
the Davin Stand. The Police were about to descend on Croke Park, but
the Ard Stiuarathóir is more than enthusiastic to talk to us about times
past, about his unbridled excitement and pride, about his hoped for
ambitions, about the input of the GAA Clubs of the Country, about play-
ers, games, developments, networking, coaching, and of course the
filthy, but so necessary lucre.
Word had it that the young cigire had at last consented to the petitions
of his now departed Mother, and had decided to call it a day at the
“broken down sporting organisation that had nowhere to go”. The only
problem being that it took him more than 28 years to do what his
Mother told him, and the organisation had made some progress in the
interim.
As the Chief Executive of the greatest sporting organisation in the
Country, with a salary to rival- if one is to believe some media reports-
that of the Taoiseach of the Country, Liam Mulvihill, or as his many
friends in Kenagh still call him, Willie Mulvihill, did not always enter an
idyllic valley of honey and sweetness, every time he came through the
doors of the Ceannarus, and subsequently the automatic doors of the
sporting edifice known as Páirc an Chrócaig. There were valleys, and
peaks; there were great times and not such great times. There was cel-
ebration and controversy, acclaim and blame, but his journey from his
beloved sod of Longford was never dull, never depressing, never less
than interesting.

From Longford to Croker

At twenty-four years young, the in-house politics, and power struggles,
that are so familiar within the power corridors of the GAA, catapulted
the eager Mulvihill into main stream GAA admin. There was more than
a plentiness of toing and froing down the Longford way during the six-
ties. There were resignations, natural wastage, ballots, and positional
jockeying. Liam Mulvihill, at the age of twenty-three became the
Longford vice Chairman, and because of the introduction of new proce-
dures, not unlike those being expedited presently, he was elected
Chairman the following year, as the Chairman of the day retired from
his office. His first teaching job saw him take the short steps into
Ballinacarrigee in County Westmeath, where one of his pupils (“one of
the best pupils I ever taught”) Willie Penrose started out on the educa-
tional route that took him all the way to our centre of Government. “He
was a marvellous student, with obvious leadership qualities”, said the
Ard Stiurathóir, “ He was a great footballer, and I was not surprised in
the least that he took the political road, because he showed a marvel-
lous application to detail, and he had a wonderful way of treating peo-
ple with dignity and interest”.
His first effort at leaving his teaching post was thwarted by a very per-
suasive Parish Priest, who obviously didn’t wish to lose the acumen of
a fine young teacher. But Liam Mulvihill, who was Chairman of his
County Board, revisited the taking up of a schools Inspector career
later, was well prepared for the Parish Priest at the second time of ask-
ing, and he commenced his cigireship in Nenagh, where he soldiered
for a year, before taking up a position in Carlow. Forced to live in
Carlow, he had then f to re-appraise his Longford GAA commitments.
He resigned. He had to, by virtue of the distances between his new
abode and his County.

“We persuaded John Fay, the
Central Council delegate at the
time to step into the Chair, and I
was then persuaded that I should
represent my County at Central
Council level”, said Liam. 
The year, 1975, was to see the
arrival of one young-by the prevail-
ing Central Council standards- dele-
gate, whose track record had not
exactly preceded him, but whose star in
the administration of things GAA was
about to soar.
Liam O Maoilmhichíl has not missed one hour’s
service on the Central Council since.
The young Longford man must have been throwing the right shapes,
and giving out the right vibes from his early times on Central Council.
He was elected to a few Committees, and when Sean O Siocháin
decided to resign as Ard Stiurathóir, the Longford lad was “encouraged”
to apply for the position, which he did, but by fax, at the last minute.
Suffice to say that he won the day, and it was a very proud Corkman,
Con Murphy RIP who gave Liam the good news at the 1979 Congress.  
Liam Mulvihill’s staff at the point of entry was fifteen. The turnover of
the Association at Central level was about £200,000. A decision to build
a badly needed administrative building was passed by Central Council.
Its cost was estimated at £1m. 

Different times, troublesome times. 

“ It was a remarkably different organisation then”, he told us. “The num-
ber of games, the organisation of all the functions, such as they were,
put a huge volume of work on very few people, notwithstanding myself.
The GAA here has grown enormously since then. Our turnover last
year for instance was over !44m. We have a far different situation now
than then. Our stadium for instance is one hugely obvious difference.
While I started with fifteen people on the staff, it has grown in tandem
with the demands of a more energetic Championship workload, a mag-
nificent state of the art stadium with its increased capacity, and other
peripheral interests that need servicing”.
The Ceann Arus was built, it’s cost serviced by a levy on all Counties,
and the extra funding generated by the retired Director General, Seán
Ó Síocháin, who had been re-instated as a full-time fundraiser. 
In the early days, Liam Mulvihill was the leader of a sporting organisa-
tion, which was confronted by a dreadfully difficult period in the
Country’s History. The Troubles in the North blazed with a ferocity that
threatened to incinerate, ultimately, the entire island. The Director
General was at the head of an organisation, the perception of which
was adjudged to be mostly if not entirely Nationalist in its doctrine.
It was a bed of nails, and even when you got off it, you were still faced
with walking on broken glass in your bare feet.
It was a kind of rhetorical question, as I asked the DG how he felt it
was handled at the time.
“I was, and by association, our organisation was extremely fortunate to
have, as our President at the time, a tremendous Ulster man, born in
Derry, but with Down identity, Paddy Mc. Flynn. Those were hard, trau-
matic times for many, and particularly for the many members of our
Association who were deeply involved in Ulster. One would not have to
tax one’s brain to recall at least twenty of our members who lost their
lives during that time. Another aspect of the struggle then was the fact
that we lost many of our great GAA officers up there who felt that we
were not strong enough in our addressing the situation that prevailed.
Thankfully, whilst a number of them resigned, they never made an
issue of it at the time. We lost other great men too, when we rescinded
the rule permitting the entry of members of the British Forces and RUC
Officers into our Association. Yes, those were exceptionally difficult
times, but thankfully, we came out the other side, but we paid a big
price too”. 

The re-birth of Croke Park.

The evolution of to-days Croke Park in some senses, started by acci-
dent really. 
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“It really started because at the time we thought that we should do
something about Hill 16. That was the genesis of the entire plan at the
time, but of course, it did not stop at that. In discussion with our
Engineers at the time, Horgan and Lynch, when addressing the Hill 16
project, we looked over at an already crumbling Cusack Stand, and
knew that we should be addressing that scenario too. In honesty, when
I arrived in Croke Park, I was astounded that there was no long term,
or even short term plan for the place, which I considered was a major
plus for the Association, and certainly one of its major assets. After
looking at the Cusack Stand problems, we then decided that we should
go the whole hog, and re-develop Croke Park to the highest specifics.
So what started as a plan to replace a terrace, had now developed into
the replacement of a stand, and after all that, we decided that having
completed those jobs, that it would then be out of sync with the rest of
the place. Eventually we ended up talking about replacing the old stadi-
um for the state of the art complex we can now boast about. 
Difficult to believe, but the greatest stroke of luck that we had at the
time, was the fact that we just couldn’t deal with the Jesuits, who
owned the land at the back of the Cusack Stand. It was not because
they were playing hardball about selling, but as part of the deal, we had
to replace that land with land elsewhere. That took time. Additionally,
the Irish Jesuits could not sign over the land to us. That task had to go
to Rome for approval and signature. The time was well spent looking at
examples around the World of what we might like our completed Croke
Park to look like. The land problems afforded us time to make consider-
ations, to change plans, to look at elements in other stadia that would
enhance our stadium. If the Jesuits had been co-operative in the first
instance, we probably would have made a mess of the entire project,
because we would not have taken the time to see what was done else-
where, to play around with different ideas, to seek the council of the
many experts that we met. Now it is a magnificent arena, of which
every member of our Association can be justifiably proud”. 
The man positively glistens with pride when he talks about the finished
Croke Park. He would be the first to admit that it took unbridled
courage to travel the road they did. 
Top quality Market Research told them that that they might sell four
hundred Premium seats, and a possible dozen private boxes, neverthe-
less it was decided that there should be twelve thousand of the former
and four hundred of the latter provided. 
Big decision--- bigger risk!
Not really. 
It took courage to make decisions like that. The Árd Stiúrathóir and his
gallant foot soldiers showed extraordinary bravery, and a knowledge-
able instinct that even now days beggars belief. 

Liam advances the concept that being in a position to offer Corporate
Ireland their own private boxes, had so many beneficial additives.
“It showed off our games in a magnificent stadium to an element who
would not have been considered supporters. With the upsurge in
Television coverage, which is now going all over the World, Corporate
Ireland can market itself on television screen, wherever they are being
transmitted. From a Marketing perspective, the increased advertising
finances afford us the opportunity to develop our games Nationwide. It
also helps County Boards and Clubs to sell their games to their own
local businesses, because the games are now big business, and most
want to have some association with them”.

Presidents. 

We spoke at length about other aspects of the evolving Association,
where it was going, where it wanted to be, its survival in a fast-chang-
ing World, the games, its characters, his memories of certain develop-
ments, and it was a privilege to listen to a man whose entire being is
immersed in GAA activity from as early as he can remember.
On the opening of Croke Park to Rugby and Soccer, he told me:
“I had a feeling that it would happen eventually, but it happened earlier
than I had hoped. I honestly think that we would not have had the
same level of acrimony if we could have delayed it for twelve months.
The winds of change were blowing, but they were gale force twelve
months later”. 
Did he ever feel compromised by the ever-changing of the Presidential
guard?
“ Not in the least because every one of them had their own idiosyncrat-
ic methods of doing things, and I always maintained that I never
worked for the GAA, but that it was my way of life. In my position, you
live the GAA. Over the years, the many great Presidents posed differ-
ent challenges for me and the staff here, but it was never a nuisance,
or a problem. But for John Dowling, God Rest him, all the Presidents
that I served with are still very much alive and well. They were all differ-
ent, and their contribution was very much valued by the membership”.

Media:

“For such a small Country, we have an enormous media base. When I
started first, we had the Railway Cups on television, and the next tele-
vised games would be the All Ireland semi-finals, and then the Finals.
Now thankfully, because of all the exposure, and you can certainly
underline the great contribution of local radio, our games are getting
into every nook and cranny around the country, and further afield. Local

media outlets are
so important,
because from the
little acorn of the
local Parish the
great oak of the
GAA tree has
evolved. Local cov-
erage, in print or
audio helps enor-
mously. With a rare
exception, I think
that we get a very
fair hunt in the
media. I particularly
like many of the
younger journalists,
who have no agen-
das, are very pro-
fessional, and they
do an excellent job.
I don’t think that the
GAA can have any
complaints about
the media coverage
we are getting.

Marketing:

“I think that much
more could and
should be done in
this field. Its expen-
sive, but I suspect
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that there will be a big upsurge in this area within a very short time
from now, because you have got to sell the games at every opportunity.
I believe there are tremendous returns from good marketing”

Liam Mulvihill spoke about Kilkenny and his regard for their achieve-
ments, their hurlers, their administrators, like Paddy Buggy, Bob
Aylward, Paddy Grace, Mick O’Neill, and of course Nickey Brennan, for
whom he has an enormous regard.
“It’s said that when you start saying that Priests and Guards are getting
very young it is time to go”, he smiled. “ When you see Presidents com-
ing in the door whom you remember on All Star tours, and playing in All
Ireland Finals, it is definitely time to go”, he laughed. “Joe Mc. Donagh
and Nickey Brennan are two such, so”, and his sentence is unfinished.

Crystal Ball Gazing

Before we left, I asked this wonderful man, what pseudo revolutionary
moves (the conservative GAA does not do revolution), he could possi-
bly see in his crystal ball?
“ I think that the synthetic surfacing of pitches is very much a real live
expectant. It could make a huge difference in the area of all year round
playing surfaces. It would certainly facilitate the training of teams in
inclement weather. It would be a marvellous amenity for schools. So
synthetics are fast becoming a buzz word around”.
Anything else?
“The next major development in Croke Park, I feel should be the conti-
nuity of a stand over Hill 16, and when that is completed, I feel that the
entire stadium should be roofed. I have kept up to speed on the tech-
nology on materials, and when we were thinking about roofing Croke
Park at the initial stages of our building programme, it was a prohibitive
idea in a sense. Not so much because of the cost, but more because of
the weight of the material available at the time. Now there are magnifi-
cent lightweight materials on the market, which would certainly suit the
roofing concept of the stadium. Whilst we are all proud of Croke Park,
the one day I am not proud of Croke Park is the wet day, because so
many of our supporters are uncomfortable, and get very wet, and get
very annoyed. I cannot see how we cannot roof the entire place within
a very short time”.

Yet another prediction!
“ I feel that sooner rather than later the Association must tackle the
huge variation in population numbers in the counties. I’ve tried over
some years to address, or at least create awareness of the population
in-balance, but my words seem to have fallen on fallow ground. I’ve
tried over the years to encourage amalgamation of Counties, but it was
not taken on board. I’ve tried to get people interested in the
Grandfather/Grandmother concept of affiliation, and but for one or two
cases, that didn’t seem to light the fire either, and surprisingly it was the
smaller counties who were the strongest objectors. We must look at the
freedoms of transfer, rather than hard and fast regulations to implement
any such decisions. In my opinion, a competition dominated by a small
number of Counties is not healthy, and certainly is not in the best inter-
ests of expanding our appeal”.
Liam Mulvihill has arrived at the John Wayne stage of his career, where
the horse awaits, the sun is dipping, and without any regrets over deci-
sions made, or work done, his departure will be clinical, and decisive;
“it’s better that way. I have no intention of hanging around the place. I
will not be making the first phone call, but if someone needs a little
advice or assistance, I am at the other end of the phone”.
Liam Ó Maolmhichíl has truly been a giant among men. There was an
aura about him that was magnanimously convincing. He always
appeared like a benevolent uncle, watching, guarding, and protecting
his family. He has been most things to that enormous family over a
long distinguished career as the Patriarch of the greatest Sporting
Organisation in the land. It was a commonly held opinion that he was
one of the most capably astute, and valuable Chief Executive Officers
in any Corporation in the Country. 
He would be the first to admit that his dearly departed Mother was sel-
dom if ever wrong, but she made a wrong call when she found out that
her son was going into a broken down sports organisation, all those
years ago.
Or was she wrong?
It is because of her son, that the same organisation has flourished to its
present status.

She would be proud.   
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The Brian Hogan Story might so easily have gone like this.
Slow-burning young defender who doesn’t hurl minor for
the county. Gradually finds his feet and comes to promi-

nence thanks to the exploits of his club. Makes an undistin-
guished championship debut on the afternoon that Kilkenny
are beaten in Leinster for the one and only time in ten years.
Promptly loses his place, subsequently loses his confidence
and heart, fails to start another championship match and is
never heard of again. The (unhappy) end.

As it happens, the Brian Hogan Story goes very much like
that right up to the “promptly loses his place” bit. Hogan did
indeed forfeit his place after the 2004 Leinster semi-final defeat
by Wexford and didn’t get it back for all of three years. Yep,
three years; though he came on in successive All Ireland semi-
finals following the departure through injury of Peter Barry
(2005 versus Galway) and John Tennyson (2006 versus Clare),
it wasn’t until the 2007 provincial semi-final against Offaly at
O’Moore Park that the O’Loughlins man made the starting 15
once more. Happily, there was no budging him afterwards,
except when the loss of Noel Hickey in the All Ireland semi-final
and final necessitated switching Hogan to the edge of the
square, with Tennyson coming in at centre-back on both occa-
sions. Kilkenny won anyway. Hogan went home an All Ireland
medallist on the field of play. The (happy) end. 

Call it a triumph for patience and perseverance. Hogan, now
26, is not unacquainted with both virtues. As a minor he hadn’t
been deemed good enough for the black and amber shirt, even
if injuries had hampered his progress. As an under-21 he
hurled two years for the county but, with Kilkenny failing to
make it out of Leinster on either occasion, went largely under
the radar. Enter O’Loughlins. They saved him. They made him.

He was centre-back when they won the county title in 2001,
full-back when they regained it in 2003. Red-letter days, both of
them, albeit for different reasons where Hogan was concerned.

“They say that the first is the
best and 2001 was brilliant for
so many reasons. The fact that
we were a city club, the fact
we’d never won it before, the
fact that we’d now put our-
selves on the roll of honour. A
super feeling.” Yet if anything,
Hogan enjoyed 2003 even
more, being “a little more
established” on the team and
therefore in a position of more
responsibility – a position of immense responsibility, actually,
given that he was marking none other than DJ Carey in the
final. O’Loughlins won. Hogan stayed afloat. Satisfaction on
both counts.

By then he’d also received a useful grounding in the third-
level arena. Playing in the Fitzgibbon Cup with UCD hardened
him, developed his game and brought him into contact with
hurlers – and hurling styles – from other counties. It also
brought him into contact with one Babs Keating, a man for
whom he retains considerable affection. “Because there are so
many distractions when you’re in college, you need someone
over the team that players respect. Babs had done it at the
highest level, but at the same time he made it enjoyable to
play.”

The call to a higher level still arrived shortly after O’Loughlins
had been touched off in the replayed 2004 All Ireland club
semi-final by Newtownshandrum, Hogan was minding his own
business above in UCD, studying for his masters in economics,
when the call came. How would he be fixed, Brian Cody
enquired, to come down training? Within the space of a few
months he’d earned a berth on the team for the provincial
semi-final meeting with Wexford. What ensued was, he recalls,
the proverbial baptism of fire; the underdogs hit the ground not
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so much running as at warp speed, the Kilkenny defence
were pulled all over the place and Hogan found it as diffi-
cult to get to grips with Wexford’s movement as his rear-
guard colleagues did. Coming off the field afterwards,
Michael Kavanagh told him that the pace of the game had
been the equivalent to that of an All Ireland semi-final. “In
a funny way it was a good eyeopener. You now knew what
the standard was, what was expected of you. But that
wasn’t what I was thinking at the time, of course…”

His demotion to the bench might have been the break-
ing of him. It wasn’t. “You’re always disappointed if you’re
not starting. If you’re not, you shouldn’t be there. With
Brian, you know you’ll be chosen on your performances. If
you’re hurling well, you’ll get your chance when the time
comes. It’s not a case of waiting around and making up
the numbers in training. And you never feel you’re on your
own either because there are other guys who sat there
longer than I did. Brian’s results speak for themselves.
He’s very fair to everyone. It’s great when you’re the guy
in form.”

There was one more sticky moment awaiting him.
Entering the closing stages of this year’s National League
final at Semple Stadium, Hogan – with time and space on
his hands – shanked a ground ball that went straight to the
hitherto anonymous John Mullane, who put it straight over
the bar at the Town End to give wings to Waterford’s fight-
back. Hogan winces at the memory. “As soon as I con-
nected with the ball I knew what I’d done. The right thing
would have been to stand over it and kill it. But whether
through inexperience or panic, I pulled on it. They’re the kind of
things you learn from. When it came to championship time, that
wasn’t going to happen again.”

His immediate reaction when the final whistle went in the All
Ireland final was to grab JJ Delaney. The next thing he knew,
his father Richie and brother Keith had engulfed him. It took, he
reckons, a full week for Kilkenny’s victory to sink in; not until he
returned home to the bosom of the Hogan family did he realise
what he’d achieved. When he eventually got around to watch-
ing the video he was struck at the way the more experienced
players on the team were looking around during the pre-match
parade, taking it all in. Himself, he’d done nothing of the sort.
Instead, remembering the advice Andy Comerford had given
before O’Loughlins won their first county final (“look at the
heels of the player in front of you”), Hogan kept his eyes glued

on Tommy Walsh. “I could probably tell you the number of
stitches Tommy had in the heel of his boot, I looked at it so
closely. My only priority was to start the match well. Hopefully
I’ll have another day to take it all in.”

Any bouquets he wishes to hand out? A few. To Brian
Murphy, who coached him from under-14 to senior level and
who was “a wonderful calming influence in a dressing room”. To
Aidan Fogarty and Mick Nolan, also of O’Loughlins. To his fami-
ly.

Ambitions for the future? Another All Ireland. Maybe a shot at
an All Star. But the Walsh Cup first, and one game at a time
after that. Above all, “keeping my place”.

Brian Hogan fought long enough and hard enough for it.
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Ml Fitzgerald & Brian Hogan tangle during the All Ireland Final
Sportsfile

Michael and Theresa Nolan
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Food Available.
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Sometimes a person is blessed by an event in his life.
But I consider myself to have been twice blessed
because in my time I have witnessed a wonderful

Shamrocks Phase 1 which netted the little Parish of
Ballyhale 9 County Senior Hurling Titles, 4 Leinster Titles
and 3 All Ireland Club triumphs. Now I am lucky enough to
be witnessing Shamrocks Phase 2 and I use the Present
Tense because I feel that this is a Phase that may well
continue for a while yet.

How did Phase 1 or Phase 2 evolve? Well I suppose I am well
equipped to talk on either or both as I had the pleasure and
privilege to have witnessed both from Day 1---from Chrysalis to
Butterfly you might say. But as it is regarding the present
Shamrocks Team that I have been invited to comment I will
confine my article mainly to Phase 2. I would, however, point
out that much of what I have to say relates equally to Phase 1
so great is the similarity.

The earliest of the present Panel to arrive at Ballyhale N.S.
would have been Bob Aylward, Aidan Cummins and Henry
Shefflin. The names alone tell of families steeped in a great
Hurling tradition. From their very early days these lads showed
that they had exceptional talent. With John Drennan, Dermot
Ryan and Michael O’ Sullivan, three other lads who figured also
for the Shamrocks in recent years, they went on to win a
School Title in 1989 while the three first mentioned were on the
winning side again in 1990 and also collected a Country Cup
Title along the way. Later, but quieter years brought excellent
players like Paul Shefflin, Tom and Willie Coogan, Michael
Dermody, Michael Paul Drennan Liam Grant, Sean O’ Keeffe,
Anthony Walsh, Brendan Costelloe, Paddy Reid and Keith
Murphy along the production line.

Then in the early 1990s young lads about the age of 7 showed
such potential that it was easy to foretell a rosy future for
Ballyhale hurling. I need only mention names like James “Cha”
Fitzpatrick, Michael Fennelly, Eoin Reid, Eamonn Fitzpatrick,
Keith and Jason Nolan, Mark Aylward, James Connolly,
Eamonn Walsh, T.J. Reid, Donncha Fitzpatrick and Michael
Carroll and you’ll understand. These fellows, even before their
hour had come, delivered a Roinn A School Title, which soon
became two-in-a-row and then 3 in 4 years—a truly great team.
Their ranks were soon joined by further good young players like
Ger Fennelly, James Walsh And Colin Fennelly. Add to these

David Hoyne and Padraig Holden who had played at School
level for Dunamaggin and Carrickshock, respectively, and you
end up with quite a formidable squad. The Club’s only Feile na
nGael title was achieved by these boys (not including David)
and a host of other excellent young players, who unfortunately
were lost along the way as is the natural course of things with
most panels of players. The Feile victory in Wexford in 1998
marked a very vital point in the development of this present
Shamrocks team. And as always with an eye to the years
ahead already new young promising players like Joey Holden,
Eoin Knox, Alan Cuddihy, Enda Fitzpatrick and Martin Healy
have occupied seats on the sub’s bench.

One of the greatest gauges of talent that I have found in hurling
is Sevens Competitions. One of the best that I have sampled is
the Lisdowney Sevens each September. From 1992 to 1997 we
won 6 of these. Henry and Aidan were on the first win and then
we won 4-in-a-row with most of the great Feile team. In 1997
and ’98 Cha was named player of the tournament and Eamonn
Walsh got the award in ’99. Point made.

I make the point that this was the first vital cog in the develop-
ment of the present Shamrocks—the raw material—the obvious
talent was there as it was with the “Old Shamrocks” as those
great men of the 1970s, 80s and 90s are now irreverently
referred to. But raw material has to be recognised and looked
after and this leads to Step 2 along the road to success.

The second part of the recipe was the continuity within the Club
and here again the parallel in the 2 Phases was evident.
Because of foresight the Shamrocks have maintained an excel-
lent Juvenile Section who guided these budding young stars to
maturity. And that is so vital in any Club that hopes to achieve.
While the young stars of 1998 were being guided along to their
Under 14 All Ireland success the Club was also vibrant at other
levels. Under 16 titles were won in 1995 (Roinn B), under the
Captaincy of a young Henry Shefflin and again in 1997at Roinn
A level. The County Minor Roinn A title also came to the Parish
with Tom Coogan as Captain. Since then the glorious Feile
team began a run which has seen the last 4 Under 21 Roinn A
titles being captured by the Shamrocks with the attempt for 5-
in-a-row still very much alive, under Coach Michael Fennelly, at
the time of writing.

So the Club through its Juvenile Section was certainly playing a
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Ballyhale Shamrocks Phase 2
From Chrysalis to Butterfly....... Joe Dunphy NT

BALLYHALE — Under-13 Roinn “D” Champions 1990     (Tom Brett)
Back Row: Edmund Holland, Paschal O’Farrell, John Drennan, Richard McMahon, Paul Fennelly, Tomas Kelly, Henry Shefflin, Brian Murphy. 
Front Row: Gerard Cottrell, Joseph O’Brien, David Harrington, Michael O’Sullivcan, Andrew Connolly (Capt.), Bobby Aylward, Luke Moloney, Frank Holohan..
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big part as Cog No. 2 in the Production Line. And as it was in
Phase 1 this was done by very dedicated Club members who
gave countless hours to a labour of love. Indeed, it was in
many cases the same family names that were involved and
responsible for this. Names like Fennelly, Reid, Aylward,
Phelan, Costelloe, Walsh, Shefflin, Hoyne, Fitzpatrick, Drennan,
Mason, O’Sullivan and many others spring readily to mind –
Sean Reid, present Club Chairman, was at all times a great
man in the Juvenile Section.

The final part of the procedure is often the hardest bit. But this
too was achieved with dedication and style by both players and
mentors. And it needed all of that because no Championship is
won easily in Kilkenny. The demise of Shamrocks Phase 1 in
the early 1990s after a lengthy and glorious run led to relega-
tion. This has happened to many great Clubs. But Ballyhale
Shamrocks in their short existence had become accustomed to
the top grade of hurling and Intermediate status did not rest
easily on their shoulders. Soon they were back in Senior ranks
thanks to a great Intermediate win in 1997 –  a superb year in
the Club’s history. Young lads like Henry Shefflin, Aidan
Cummins and Bob Aylward with whom this article began had
played a part in this victory. It is noteworthy, too, that this was
achieved under the guidance of Maurice Aylward who has also
coached the present Senior team to the last 3 Senior County
Finals in which victories were recorded in 2006 and 2007.
Between 1997 and 2006 many people had contributed greatly
to the building of these great new Champions.  The team
evolved patiently and many new young Seniors were intro-
duced to the top level. It is worth noting that when Shamrocks
won the County, Leinster and All Ireland Titles in 2006 no less
than 10 of the Feile Panel were in the starting 15, with a few
more for good measure in the subs.

Great credit is due to everybody in the Club, including the vari-
ous Officers, much of whose work goes unnoticed. They,
together with the players and selectors put their shoulders to
the wheel and no effort was spared. The Coach and Mentors

who brought the title back to the Parish in 2006 and retained it
this year are also worthy of great praise—Coach Maurice
Aylward and selectors Pat Aylward, Tommy Phelan and John
Shefflin.

An excellent job has been done but we cannot rest on our lau-
rels. This season serious injuries to key players, like Henry and
Cha, as well as Keith Nolan and Bob Aylward, coupled with the
temporary loss to emigration of Eamonn Fitzpatrick made the
retention of the Leinster crown a difficult task which ended with
honourable defeat at the hands of a very good Birr side.

Phase 1 Shamrocks were renowned for their hunger and dedi-
cation. Phase 2 has already made its own piece of history in
the Club Annals in that they retained their County Title after
winning the Club All Ireland. New young players are coming on
line all the time right back to the Primary School stage, now in
the capable hands of Tomas O’ Dowd. If the present Senior
squad, with the return of Henry and Cha have the same dedi-
cation and hunger of their predecessors they most certainly
have the skill to win further titles for the Club.

So the recipe that brought about Shamrocks Phase 1 and
Phase 2---

Take one good productive Nursery
Add the raw material
Stir in care at Under Age level – stirring all the time
Make sure you have a good Club structure handy.

This recipe if followed should give you an excellent supply of
skilful players who can then be moulded into an end product to
whet any hurling appetite.

For my money the players of skill and hunger and the dedicat-
ed mentors available to the Club could keep Ballyhale
Shamrocks as the team everyone else has to beat for a few
years to come. Go mba fada buan sibh, lads! 
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1996 and 1997. Roinn B, Country Cup and INTO Mini Sevens Football Champions 1996-97.  
Back Row: Mr. N. Murphy, Marcus Connolly, Michael O’Sullivan, Jason Nolan, Edward Walsh, Keith Nolan, James Connolly, Chrisiy Wemyss, D.J. Molloy, Mr. J. Dunphy. 
Fourth Row: Shane Kelly, Tomas Cullen, Jim O’Sullivan, Diarmuid Murphy, Alan Knox, Thornai Fitzpatrick, Jamie Fitzpatrick, Shane Holden, Niall Muldoon, Donal
Dempsey. 
Third Row: Ger Fennelly, Michael Fitzpatrick, Mark Aylward, Darren Holden, Eamonn Walsh, Michael O’Neill, Richard Holohan, Barry Nolan, Paul Murphy. Second Row:
(L-R) James Fitzpatrick, Eoin Reid, Gar Holden, Eamonn Fitzpatrick, Liam Walsh, Michael Fennelly, Derek Fitzpatrick, James Moran, David Healy, Emilie Darmody. 
Front Row: Martin Healy, Anthony Wemyss, Richard O’Brien, Donnchadh Fitzpatrick, Michael Carroll, John Joe O’Farrell, T.J. Reid.
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Tyrrell determined to keep Cats on top
By Trevor Spillane
AN All-Ireland medal, and the honour of being named as an All-
Star. Whatever way you look at it, 2007 was an incredible year
for Jackie Tyrrell.
Having captained the Cats in 2006, the James Stephens man
went one better when he cemented his place in the starting 15
throughout this term. His strong performances in the full-back
line were just one part in Kilkenny’s march to a 30th All-Ireland
title, a feat which put them back on the top of the roll of honour.
Not that Tyrrell will rest on his laurels after such a year. For a
player who has fought hard to make it into starting team, he
knows has another battle on his hands to stay there.
“Everyone in Kilkenny knows how tough it is to get on to the
senior hurling team,” he said. “The aim is to get in there as
early as possible and hurl as best as you can. It’s a lot easier
to keep a place than it is to get one back from someone else.”
One way that Tyrrell made sure his name was on the
teamsheet was by putting in consistent performances through-
out the early months and the National Hurling League cam-
paign.
“I had a reasonable time in the League, which put me in with a
good shout of making the team for the championship,” he said.
“The season just got better from there, not only for the team but
for me on a personal note, so all in all it was a great year.”
However well the year ended, there was some disappointment
early on when Waterford relieved Kilkenny of their League
crown. While some could argue about the value of the title,
given the competitive nature of any side coached by Brian
Cody, the Cats were none too
happy about losing some sil-
verware.
“Brian puts a great emphasis
into the League every year,
so from that point of view it
was disappointing to lose the
final,” Tyrrell said. “Some
teams like to use it as an
experimental process, but we
take it very seriously. As Brian
says, if we put the work into
the League it bodes well for
the championship. 
“Perhaps even losing the
League final was the kick up
the backside we needed as a
team,” Tyrrell offered.
“There’s always a danger you
can get comfortable as as
team, and that defeat served
as a wake-up call for us and
kick-started our year.”
Losing to Waterford also
proved that there were other
teams, and not just a heavily-
backed Kilkenny, who were in
with a shout of winning the
championship. Not that the team ever thought any differently.
“We’d never get too carried away with ourselves – we have a
great manager who would never let that happen – but losing
the League did show that Kilkenny can be got at,” Tyrrell said.
“There isn’t a team that is unbeatable – no matter who you’re
playing if you don’t produce the goods you’re going to lose. 
“Maybe that showed up in the game against Waterford,” he
said. “It was a game that was there to be won – we were two or
three points up with a quarter of an hour to go but missed a few

chances to finish the game
off. 
“That said it was a great win
for Waterford, and you can’t
take anything away from
them,” Tyrrell added. “They
worked really hard and fully
deserved their victory.”
Spurred on by that League
loss, Kilkenny were deter-
mined to cut a path through
Leinster. 
“After that disappointment we all knuckled down and trained
very hard for the first championship game against Offaly,” he
said.
Needless to say, Offaly and then Wexford were swiftly put to
the sword in an uneven provincial championship. Given the
high scoring performances put in by the Cats, talk of All-
Irelands rang in the air constantly, but the pressure never got to
the players.
“Having beaten Cork in 2006 there was pressure on us to
defend our All-Ireland final this year,” he said. “The talk was
that we had come through with a team that was in transition
and in some quarters people had us tipped as champions
before a ball was even pucked. 
“Many people had made us favourites, but you learn how to
deal with that,” he said. “As a panel we know what’s expected
of us and we’re used to it now. It will probably just as hectic
next year, as people start to talk of winning three titles in a row,

but we’ll keep training
away, working hard and
take each game as it
comes.”
While the route through
Leinster brought little
resistance, the quarter-
final against Galway was
the game Tyrrell selected
as his toughest chal-
lenge of the year.
“The Galway match
would definitely have
been the hardest of the
season,” he said. “It real-
ly was a tough, physical
game. Galway hit us with
everything they had and
were well trained by Ger
Loughnane. 
“On the day we were the
side who got the
breaks,” he added. “Give
Eddie Brennan half a
chance and he’ll bury it,
and that’s exactly what
he did that day in the
closing stages (Brennan

scored 2-1 in the last eight minutes of the game, which
Kilkenny won by 3-22 to 1-18). 
“It was a physical and fast game – we didn’t expect anything
else from Galway – but it set us up nicely for the challenge of
an All-Ireland semi-final,” the corner-back said. 
“We had won our way through Leinster fairly comfortably, but
that game against Galway came at just the right time for us. 
“The mood in the camp was very low at the time, given the
tragic death of James McGarry’s wife Vanessa, but it regrouped
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us and brought everyone together – we wanted to go out there
and win not just the game but the All-Ireland for James and
Vanessa’s son Darragh.
“A couple of weeks after that game both James and Darragh
were back in at training. It was great to see them there as
James is a real leader and a vital part of our set-up, while
Darragh was there as no 34 in our panel. 
“They really got into it, and that drove us all on,” Tyrrell said. “It
was only right that when Henry went up to lift the McCarthy
Cup that both James and Darragh were there beside him.”
Without the responsibility of the captaincy on his shoulders, did
Tyrrell enjoy the 2007 campaign that bit more?
“You only enjoy All-Irelands when you win them,” was his
response. “Maybe there wasn’t as much pressure as there was
last year when I was captain, but then again I had a shaky time
of it then. 
“This year I was probably a bit more consistent and steadier,
which relieved some of the pressure, but there was still plenty
of work to be done. Andrew O’Shaughnessy had been flying in
the championship, and I knew lining out against him that I’d
have plenty of work to do.
“At that stage all you can do is take everything in your stride,”
he said. “You have to have every confidence in yourself, but I
was blessed to have players like J.J. Delaney and Noel Hickey
around me to give advice – that makes life a lot easier for you.”
And while the loss of Hickey and captain Henry Shefflin was
worrying in that final, the Cats had every confidence that the
players coming in were more than able replacements.
“We were worried when Henry and Noel went off as they are
two huge players, but we have been saying it for a while –
maybe it finally proved Brian’s point – that our greatest strength
lay in the depth of the squad,” Tyrrell stated. 
“Michael Fennelly and John Tennyson proved that when they
came in and gave great performances, while you had someone
with the strength of James Ryall on the sideline. 
“They are all top class players, and as long as we have that
kind of competition in the panel we’ll always be well prepared
for any challenge.”
As if the year hadn’t brought enough honours, Tyrrell’s haul

increased with the
addition of an All-
Star.
“That was the icing
on the cake,” he
said. “I was truly
delighted and hon-
oured to accept it,
but you wouldn’t get
awards like that if
wasn’t for the other
33 lads who are
pushing you on at
training every night.
Whenever anyone
gets an award they
accept on behalf of
the team as we’re all
in this together.”
Now, with 2008 and
all its aspirations
looming on the hori-
zon, Tyrrell is hopeful
that 2007’s All-
Ireland and All-Star
will spur him on to
bigger and better
things.
“I certainly hope so,”
he said. “It has given
me more confidence and every year that passes you learn a bit
more and mature. Trying to be a more consistent and higher
level to your game is the main objective for us all, and by rais-
ing the bar you’re increasing the team’s overall performance.
“If you can do that you’ll only get better and better. Teams are
always working hard and looking to get the edge on their rivals,
so we’ll have to keep doing the same to make sure we stay at
the top of the pile.”
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Well Done, Kilkenny, from Bobby at the Bróg

The BRÓG MAKER was established in 1994. Notwithstanding this, the design and atmos-
phere of both its lounge and bar is Olde Worlde as if from a time gone by - the perfect

place to relax, enjoy a pint and savour excellent food.
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On County Final day, 2007, the County Board invited the survivors of the Tullaroan 1958 County Final SH Final winning
team to Nowlan Park as special guests at the Senior and Minor finals and afterwards to a reception sponsored by

Springhill Court Hotel. Tullaroan defeated Bennettsbridge 1-12 to 3-2 to take their 19th County Senior title. 

TTuullllaarrooaann  --  CCoo  SSeenniioorr  HHuurrlliinngg  CChhaammppiioonnss  11995588
Back Row: Mick Dalton, Tom Hennessy, Tom Hogan, John O’Neill, Jerry Dunne, Pete Dowling, Paddy Hennessy, Sean Clohosey, Jim Young,

Jim Hogan, Kieran Tobin.
Front Row: Paddy Malone, Billy Gaffney, Billy Fitzgerald, Jimmy Clohosey, Joe Hennessy, Dan Hogan, Billo Hennessy, Jim Hennessy, Milo

Moore.
Back left is Team Trainer, Dick (of the Church) Walsh, still hale and hearty inTullaroan. 4th from left in back is Lory Meagher.

Tullaroan 1958 SH Team Members in Nowlan Park 
Back: John O’Neill, Sean Clohessy, Joe Hennessy, Jim Young, Billy Fitzgerald, Dan Hogan, Bill Hennessy. 

Front: Gerry Dunne, Seamus O’Carroll (Springhill Court Hotel), Dick Walsh, Selector on the day, Jim Hogan, Ned Quinn
(Chairman, County Board), Myles Moore.

Tullaroan 1958 
Co Champions Honoured

Eoin Hennessy
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It is the easiest job in the world to write reams and reams
about the top stars, the front-line troops, and the successful
athlete from a very successful club. But there are very many

successful people, competitors, administrators and
foot soldiers around, euphemistically identi-
fied by the upper echelon of their
respective disciplines as “the grass
roots”, and there is no stampede
by hacks to identify their con-
tribution.
The country is full of such
stalwarts, so why not tell
some of their stories.
It was during the so-suc-
cessful Féile competitions
recently that a little story
came to our attention,
which merited telling. When
last the Féile was in the
vicinity, circa 1979, a young
Kilkenny GAA club won one of
the Divisions. Thirty years later, the
same little club won a Division in Féile.
There is an historic link between both wins.
In 1979, the then Juvenile Chairman and founder of
the Windgap club was one Dan Phelan. As the victorious team
was paraded through the little hamlet on top of the hill a couple
of weeks ago, the President of the Windgap club was on hand
to welcome home the lads. That President - Dan Phelan.
We went in search of the great man, but we ended up with a
story about a little club that consistently punches well above its
weight. They competed at senior level in Kilkenny for ten years
or so, their star was Kieran Purcell, one of the great Kilkenny
forwards. He too was involved with that Féile win thirty years
ago. Eamonn “Grimes” Cronin was a selfless mentor with
Purcell. 
We met a fine cross section of Windgapians in their well-pre-
sented clubrooms, where our host was Chairman Jimmy
Walsh. Ni neart go cur le
chéile. They certainly believe
in numbers in Windgap.
In 1954, this club had its inau-
gural meeting outside of Pat
Shea’s (Guinan’s) pub in the
village. It was the month of
February, and that first meet-
ing lasted two hours at least.
Yes, on the side of the street.
“Myself and Seamus Horgan,
God Rest him, had a meeting
on the street, to see could we
start a hurling team in the
Parish, as all of our hurlers
were playing with Callan,
Piltown, Graigue Ballycallan,
Carrickshock, and
Dunnamaggan”, said Dan. “We
found out that Ned Fitz
(Fitzpatrick), Geoff Butler, and Jimmy (Butler) were having simi-
lar thoughts up in Tullahought, so to make a long story short we
agreed that we would combine our thought processes, and
form a hurling team in Windgap”, said Dan.

The first groundbreaking general meeting in the card club hall
elected Dan Phelan as Chairman, Seamus Horgan as
Secretary and Treasurer, with Ned Fitzpatrick as Vice Chairman

and captain – a very important position within a club at that
time. They affiliated a team to the south junior competition, and
were opposed by the Carrickshock second team in their first

round game, which they won. We were spellbound
as Dan re-named the team that won the

first championship game for Windgap
in 1954. He named Fitzpatricks,

Butlers, Horgan, Houlihans,
Cronin, Murphy, Aylward,

Phelan, O’Neill,
Comerford, and Norris.
Sadly, Dan prefixed
many of the names
from those far-gone
days with a “late”. Let
Dan take the story-
line.“ Many of our play-

ers, like the Fitzs played
football with Kilmoganny,

and we would often get a
loan of their jersies. Some of

our lads played with Carrick
(Davins), and they would help us out,

as they wore our colours. Regarding hurls,
well the lads cut their own when we started, or

they got a lad to make one for them. We couldn’t afford to buy
hurls for lads, as we had no money in the club”. 

Transport was a problem for the embryonic club, but Pat
O’Shea, the local businessman who owned the public house,
provided the transport. He had a lorry, which was always made
available to the club if distances were excessive. The stories
about said lorry, and travel are legendary. It is often said, with
tongue in cheek betimes, that the entire Parish often travelled
to matches on the lorry. Paddy Egan, with his brothers, Mick
and Jim brought us back in time to when the playing pitch at
the time, was less than level, dry, or appropriate.
“We played All Irelands in the bog field every night of the

week”, he smiled.        

Eddie Kelly, the retired
múinteóir was a riveting
informant about life in
Windgap when he
arrived as a teacher,
from his native
Thomastown in 1958.
His home place was a
hotbed of hurling suc-
cess, but he now found
himself in a totally new
culture in a sense. It
was more rural, with lit-
tle or no hurling tradi-
tion.
Times were raw and
basic. The Ireland of the
day was struggling from

one depression to another. Emigration was a sickening malaise
that afflicted most families. It was no different in Windgap,
although many of the players were working the land. In Eddie
Kelly’s school, overlooked by Carraig na gCappal, there were
only 96 boys and girls. With half of the children boys, there was
an average of eight boys in every classroom of the Primary
School.
Eddie would say that he was truly astounded by the enthusi-

89

Windgap
The little club that punches above its weight.

By Barrie Henriques

Noel Brophy, 1979 Winning Féile Captain, Sean Foley, 2007 Féile Winning Captain. 
Dan Phelan, Club Co-Founder and Club President.
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asm, commitment, and dedi-
cation of the people involved
with the hurling club. “They
were the engine room of a
great Parish effort, irrespec-
tive of what was needed.
We had great Fetes here,
which were organised to
make funds for the Parish,
and central to the success
of those efforts was the
involvement of the GAA
Club. Even the installation of
the water scheme in the vil-
lage, which necessitated the
digging of trenches along
the main road, was fronted
by the GAA Club”.The new
GAA club was afforded fields in which to play by families
around the Parish. 

Martin O’Shea (the Master) was Secretary of the club when
notions about purchasing a place of their own started to sur-
face. Through a well-negotiated agreement process between
landowners, Fr Garrett Phelan, the Parish Priest of the day, and
the officers of the expanding club, a parcel of ground was
acquired, which was developed into a hurling arena.
In essence, the club only took possession of a hillside. Now the
real work had to be undertaken. Needless to reiterate, the peo-
ple of this Parish were extraordinarily generous in every con-
ceivable fashion possible. One element of fund-raising was the
Windgap Fete. The GAA club was the driving force behind the
realisation of enormous finances from these Fetes. 
Christy Whelan told of the original plans involving the building
of dressing rooms, a new phenomenon.
“The blocks were put up by a number of lads, but when we got
to the roof, we had a mini-
disaster. With all the beams
in place, the roof was
loaded with the tiles, and
just when the last bale of
tiles was put on the roof, the
whole thing crashed like a
deck of cards”. Life was still
a tough assignment in the
Windgap club.“ We started
an innovative calf rearing
scheme here, and people
were asked to rear calves to
beef”, interjected the pres-
ent, and long-standing
Treasurer of the Club,
Eamonn Doyle. “That was a
very lucrative money earner
for the club, when it was a
difficult to generate funds”,
he said.
An enormous transformation has taken place since the people
of Windgap decided to develop their own place. Their playing
surface, hewn out of the face of a red sandstone rock, is com-
pact, always in pristine condition, thanks to people like Simon
Brophy and P.J.Barron to name a couple- unless it rains, and is
a oasis of welcome and conviviality, perched atop its resting
place overlooking the lower village. It has become a haven for
every young girl and boy for miles around. 
We met with John Ryan too. He is the main man in things
handball in Windgap, yet another limb of this enormously small
club. That seems a contradiction, but when I tell you that there
are more members in the Windgap Handball club, than there
are members of hurling clubs around the Windgap area, it gives
you an indication of the kind of enthusiasm that has been gen-

erated by John
Ryan and his
diligent commit-
tee. 
“The stories are
many, the leg-
ends are con-
fined to folklore”.
After the new
alley was
opened in 1985,
there was a
great surge in
interest in the
game.  Its
appeal has been
phenomenal with
the youth of the

Parish. Last year, we had 89 full paid juvenile members in our
club. We have had plenty of success, and surely that alone is
value for the voluntary effort that has put the thing where it is”,
said John. John also doubles with helping the club cater for a
growing number of hurlers, and camogie players. Chief among
the carers for the present juveniles would be the energetic Pat
Moore, Matt Doran, Judith Phelan, Joan O’Gorman, Simon
Brophy, Mick O’Shea, Paddy Walsh, Ger Doyle, and PJ Egan.
We met with Seamus Power, from Tullahought. Endearingly
known simply as Shem, this delightful character has the red of
Windgap coursing through his veins. He had just finished help-
ing out with the training of the junior team. 

Eamonn Cronin, one who started hurling with the likes of Bobby
Jackman, Shem, Joe O’Shea, the Mackeys, Pat Moore, Jim
Power in Mealough More, near Shea’s Cross has given what
he could in the development of the club. His fondest memory
was a senior championship game against Freshford. His admi-

ration of Kieran
Purcell bears no
bounds. “He was a
very intelligent
player, and he was
a very helpful play-
er. I remember
against Freshford,
I was afforded the
privilege of playing
with Purcell on the
full forward line. At
half time, I was
switched into mark
Pa Dillon. Purcell
put a smashing
ball straight into
me hand. I got by
Dillon, painfully,
but I stuck it in the

net. I scored two goals on Pa that day, and no prouder
Windgap man ever walked the face of the earth”, said the
delightful Eamonn, known as “Grimes”, who with Purcell, was a
selector of the first Féile winning team back in 1979.
We catch up with the inheritors of the Windgap keys, when
meeting with Tom Egan, son of Paddy, but now Secretary. With
him was Dermot O’Shea, son of Joe, and nephew of Martin.
Paddy Walsh too was in the company, the same Paddy Walsh
who was a member of the great Pat Henderson’s teams from
‘84 until  ‘90.
Collectively they are part of the ongoing development of this
industrious club. Paddy always seems to be surrounded by
youngsters whenever we happen to see him in the playing field.
While some clubs with a bigger conurbation of people manage
to encourage 10% of the available population into their ranks,

90

Michael O'Shea and Simon Brophy Féile selectors 2007 
Eddie Kelly and Eamon "Grimes” Cronin Féile selectors 1979 

Eamon Doyle, Treasurer past 21 years, Martin O'Shea, former Chairman,
Paddy Egan Vice President.
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either as players or adminis-
trators, Windgap, little
Windgap, for some reason or
other are able to attract nearly
80% of the available popu-
lace.

On development, Dermot said
that the club are very profes-
sional in their dealings with
the various statutory bodies,
like the Sports Capital Grant
scheme. “ We make our appli-
cations with great care and
authority. We leave nothing to
chance, and we try to impress
the many levels of officialdom
with the level of our abilities”,
he said. 
There have been so many great administrators in the club
since 1954. In addition to those mentioned, we can acclaim the
dedication of such luminaries as Pat Moore, the great Nicky
Hawe, Simon Brophy, and Jimmy Walsh, all tireless in their per-
sonal contribution. Later we met up with Bobby Jackman,
whose contribution to his beloved 

Windgap is unrivalled. He hurled for 26 years, missing two
games in all that time. In his time he was a Secretary, and a
Chairman. His memory of great players is without blemish. “ I
suppose the best team we ever had was the one that played in
the senior championship for over ten years, from the early 70’s.
In ’71 we reached the senior quarter-final against the famed
Bennettsbridge- probably the best club team in Ireland at the

time. They beat
us, with the
scoreline read-
ing,
Bennettsbridge,
7-3, Windgap 3-
13. We led by
eight points with
seven minutes
remaining. But
that was a great
side. We had
outstanding
players on our
team then. We
had four
Meehans, three
Kennys, Powers,

my brother Paddy, Tommy Hearne, and Purcell. In Tom Kenny,
we had one of the greatest hurlers ever seen in the red of
Windgap. I remember him playing National League for Kilkenny
in both hurling and football on the same day in 1966. They
were great times”.

Time nor space does not allow us script the historical tradition
or origins of this proud club, as outlined by their huge activist,
and always-on-the-move Chairman Jimmy Walsh. Hopefully we
will be spared his wrath by stating that he is in charge of a very
proud club, whose heart beats a solid distinctive rhythm, still in
the bantamweight division, but continuously punching in the
heavyweight arena with enviable distinction.
Windgap could not be in safer or better hands.    
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Dermot O'Shea, Vice Chairman, Pat Walsh, Development Committee, Seamus Power.
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Are You Here? 
Under 8 Tournament in O’Loughlin Gaels and Cúl Camps
Pictures

All Photos - Eoin Hennessy

Barrow Rangers

Cloneen

Danesfort Fenians

Conahy

Clara
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Dicksboro

Graigue Ballycallan St Lachtain’s

St Martin’s Tullaroan

Young IrelandsLisdowney

Galmoy
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Erin’s Own

Cha & Jackie in Piltown & Mullinavat
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Many hurling followers are taken by the very special location of
Thomastown’s Gaa Grounds in Grennan. There is no place
nicer to play or watch our games especially in the summer
months. However, we sometimes take for granted the historic
nature of the area and the many archaeological gems to be
seen from the playing fields.

Grennan Castle
The valley is
dominated by
Grennan Castle,
standing on an
elevated mound
which at one time
was surrounded
by a moat. The
Castle was built
around 1200 by
Thomas
FitzAnthony who
gave his name to
the town……
Baile Mhic
Andain. Thomas
was a Norman
and son-in-law of
Strongbow and
was granted a
large area of land in the Inistioge/Thomastown area.  In 1650
the castle was laid siege to by Cromwell. We can tell the story
in his own words:  “Our men attempted to take the town
(Thomastown), the enemy made no great resistance; but by the

advantage of the bridge quitted the town and fled to a
castle about half a mile distant……That night we sum-
moned the castle and after two days it was surrendered
to us, the enemy leaving arms, drums, colours and
ammunition behind them, and engaging never to bear
arms more against the Parliament of England”.

The castle maintained its original form until the early
years of the 19th century. Then vandalism stepped in.
The high courtyard wall, many of the handsome quoin
stones and all the carved stones, forming the surrounds
of the windows, were torn down and used as building
stones. And so today it stands, shorn of its beauties, a
monument to ignorance and avarice and the Castle,
which was once deemed a fitting residence for the high-

est in the land, now gives shelter to the beasts of the field.

The Thomple
On your right hand side of the steep incline as you leave
Grennan can be seen a small ruined church. This is Temple
Theochawn but is generally known as the “Thomple”, where

one of the early Celtic
saints, Saint Teghán,
erected his church. The
little church appears to
be a Norman re-con-
struction of the original
Celtic building, certainly
the charming little east
window with its cut stone
mullions is hardly earlier
than the 14th century.
The west end of the
church has been taken
down at some period,
probably to help provide
materials for the wall run-
ning around the grave-
yard.

“I shall not roam green
Grennan’s fields again,

Or hear the ‘Little Bell’ call men to prayer,
I shall not climb the ‘old road’ o’er the glen,

To wonder at the spate of beauty there”
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Historical Grennan
Eoghan Reade

DDooyyllee  CCoonnccrreettee  DDooyyllee  CCoonnccrreettee  
Readymix Concrete Products.

Hugginstown.

Well doneagain, John, John, Richie and Michael. We are very proud of
you all!

From David and all the staff at Doyle Concrete
Tel No. 056-7768650.
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What an absolutely, mind-blowing GAA experience Féile week-
end was, and we are not even remotely thinking of happenings
in Semple Stadium, Croke Park, Clones or Hyde Park. Since
teams from the four corners, and five if you include
Warwickshire, started arriving among us on the Friday of Feile
weekend, the sporting conversations  revolved around two sub-
jects- hurling and more hurling.
Féile na nGael mushroomed like an atomic explosion through-
out the county. There was that truly remarkable, amazing
Grand Parade, with bands, colour, the Review Stand, digni-
taries, the Féile Torch, and people, lots and lots of people. The
streets of Kilkenny City were lined with people – some would
conservatively estimate 10,000 – , as they welcomed, applaud-
ed, and waved flags, at the Mardi Gras of hurling, camogie and
handball celebration that passed. It seemed for a while that the
Gods had frowned with all their vitriol on the organising commit-
tee, as the rain sheeted down across the entire county. In fact,
not since I saw the
late Ted Carroll in
1992 sweep pools of
water off Nowlan
Park prior to a
National League
game between Tipp
and Laois, can I
remember Nowlan
Park being flooded,
but it was, such was
the brutality of the
falling rain.
Thankfully- could it
have been the power
of prayer?- the rain
abated, and the
Parade took off.
Teams of all genders,
amassed in Ardán De
Grás prior to their
despatch. Under the

baton of Parade Chairman, Brendan O’ Sullivan, they indulged
in a few Mexican Waves. What a sight to behold, as the surge
of every different hue rose and fell in a magical wave of diverse
colour the length of the stand. As the water dissipated, the
teams were directed to take up position behind their allotted
band. 
Ahead of the Parade were two pre-selected young hurlers from
Kilkenny and Carlow, carrying an exact replica of the torch
used by Mohammad Ali as he ignited the Olympic Flame at the
Atlanta Olympics.
The brainchild of Féile Chairman, Barry Hickey, who procured
the torch from the manufacturers in Atlanta, the torch was lit by
Uachtarán Cumann Luthchleas Gael, Nickey Brennan at the
top of John Street, before the Parade set off down John Street
on its way to the reviewing stand at the Parade.
The famed Artane Band proudly led the Parade, with Cork’s
Blackrock right behind, as was their entitlement, Cork having

won the previous
year’s Division 1
hurling final.
James Stephens
were the first
Kilkenny outfit to
arrive at the
Parade, and so it
continued at pace,
with the iconic
Micheál O
Muircheartaigh
commentating in
his own distin-
guished, lyrical
way from atop a
cherry picker. It
was so Mardi
Gras. It was mag-
nificently orches-
trated. It was per-
fect. It was
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Take a Bow, Kilkenny!
Féile na nGael 2007 a Huge Success..

Kilkenny Feile na nGael Committee
Back: Joe Dunphy (Schools),  Eddie Blackmore (PRO), Jimmy Walsh (Website), Michael Doran (Carlow Rep),

Brendan O’Sullivan (Parade), Joe Pyke (Finance).
Front: Conor Denieffe (Programme), Barry Hickey (Cathaoirleach), Ned Quinn (Chairman Co Board), Dermot

Dunphy (Secretary), Catherine Neary (Camogie)
Missing from photo – Liam Mahon (Handball)
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Kilkenny organisation at its brilliant best. There were prizes for
the best banner, the best turned out team, the best colour pres-
entation. 
Captains of all teams were afforded the honour of mounting the
steps in front of the Reviewing Stage, and being presented with
a special commemorative pendant by the Presidents of the
GAA (Nickey Brennan), Camogie (Liz Howard), and Handball
(Tom Walsh). 
The decibel levels rose when teams from Ulster arrived in front
of the Reviewing Stand, but probably the greatest applause
was reserved for the team from Warwickshire. Everybody in
Kilkenny knew that there was a special reason why they should
applaud the Warwickshire outfit. In their team was a young boy
called Ciarán Phelan. Nothing unusual about that name you
might say, but he is the great grandson of the legendary Paddy
Phelan, the man whose name was synonymous with all that
was wonderful about the hurling played by Kilkenny teams in
the 30’s and 40’s. Ciarán is also a cousin of the great DJ
Carey.
Potentially a logistical nightmare, the Parade of Champions
was superbly orchestrated by Chairman O’Sullivan, Secretary
Pat Henderson and a battalion of volunteers  which ensured
the marchers, spectators, dignitaries, and bands arrived on
schedule to the reviewing area, and onwards to St.Kieran’s
College, where their buses awaited to take them home.
Compliments from all were flying. Many who were at Féile, not
for the first time, were totally gob-smacked by the atmosphere,
the sense of importance, the aura of fun that was everywhere.
The competitive nature of the entire event was minimised by
the joy, and happiness created by the totality of the Parade
ideal. Micheál was thrillingly entertaining, and a mark of the
man’s greatness was his espying Kerry’s greatest export to
Kilkenny, Con O’Shea on the sidewalk, and making due men-
tion during his commentary. Nothing wrong with the great man’s
eyesight.
All sorts of weird and wonderful stories were about, concerning
the many teams competing. One heard of teams getting ice
baths. I know what you are thinking. You are either saying to
yourself, if you are of a similar vintage as myself, “what are
they?” or, “what are young children doing with stuff like that?”.
We heard of teams who had strict diet sheets. We heard of
teams who needed special sleeping arrangements. 
We know of one team that was delighted to avail of the hospi-
tality afforded by their hosts without any pre-determined agen-
das. That team defeated all before them to win an extraordinary
Christy Ring Cup, they being in existence for only seven years.
Take a bow Castleknock. Yours was a truly remarkable
achievement, and to think that you had to account for the
scalps of great clubs like Blackrock from Cork, St.Rynagh’s
from Offaly, and famed Ahane from Limerick to do it, makes
your achievement all the more remarkable. Many mentors from
Castleknock, who wanted to place on public record their appre-
ciation for the Callan Club who left no stone unturned to make
their stay so memorable, contacted this columnist.
A memorable feature of the weekend’s action were the visits by
the Presidents of their particular sport. Nicky Brennan set the
tone, when he availed of the hospitality of his near neighbour in
Lisdowney, Patrick Tallis, the construction mogul, who offered
to take Nickey to as many venues as possible in his helicopter.
Its arrival in places like Tullaroan, Windgap and Carlow Town,
caused wonderment, and interest. In Paulstown, the President
and the Féile Chairman Barry Hickey were on board with the
prize for the best “Home Banner”, won by the Barrow Rangers
club. The entourage tipped on to Danesfort, then whirred into
Callan, where the best “Away Banner” was presented to Clare
side, Ballyea. While the party was in the air, they couldn’t forget
famed Mooncoin, or it’s neighbour Kilmacow. The dust flew in
both places, but the importance of the visit was not missed by
those involved. Glenmore too was thrilled to welcome Nickey
and Barry, and sure on the way back to Nowlan Park, Mr.Tallis
ensured that a visit to the home of the All Ireland Club
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Not looking good... Pat Henderson watching the
weather before the parade.

Handing on the
flame....

A new way of going to
school...
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Champiuons, Ballyhale Shamrocks would
be timely and opportune.
That was the essence of this Féile. Every
act, every event, every competition,
every inter change was designed, pro-
grammed even to be memorable.
The whistle-stop tour by the Uachtarán,
and the Féile Chairman was a master
stroke.  
And so to the competitions. Some mag-
nificent hurling, camogie and handball
was played. Kilkenny teams ended up in
seven of the Finals, with two of the
seven Finals between Kilkenny teams. 

Lisdowney had the honour of kicking off
the finals day. In Nowlan Park on Sunday
morning they were pitted against Lámh
Dearg from Keady in Armagh in the Final
of the Dr.Birch Trophy (Roinn 4). They
also had the distinction of being the first
side televised by Setanta. They had a
great win over Eoin Ruas from Coolrain,
Derry, winning by 4-9 to 0-3. Captain
George Healy was outstanding in this
game, as was Eddie Kenny, who was
their chief scorer at left half forward. Eire
Og from Carrickmore in Tyrone fell next,
losing by 2-4 to 1-2. This was a far
tougher game than the score would sug-
gest. But for the strong defensive work of
Simon Randall, Owen Lyons, Michael
Kenny, and the diminuitive, brave Aoife
Murray, the result might have been
somewhat different. Local rivalry came to
the fore in their next game against
St.Martin’s of Muckalee. It took them a
while to put paid to the St.Martin’s chal-
lenge, but they did, with Kenny again fir-
ing home the important scores. They
eventually won by 3-11 to St.Martin’s 2-3.
Kevin Sweeney and Shane Ruth were
particularly eye-catching in this game.
Tooreen from Mayo were their opponents
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Castleknock, Dublin
Christy Ring Cup Winners

2007

Ahane, Limerick
Christy Ring Cup Finalists

2007

Castletowngeoghegan,
Westmeath

Christy Ring Cup Finalists
2007

LISDOWNEY - KEADY
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in the semi-final. They had little difficulty
in accounting for the Mayo boys’ chal-
lenge, eventually running out easy win-
ners.
The final against the Armagh lads was
always going to be a tough call. The
game threw up some delightful nuggets
of excellence from both sides. Lisdowney
could count themselves most unfortunate
not to have won this final. They met a
very strong, physical Armagh outfit, who
had a superb goalie blessed with great
luck. There were times when one thought
that Declan Mc Cooey had at least ten
rabbit’s feet in the back of his net, such
was his good fortune. He certainly
deprived the hard-working Lisdowney
attack of at least four certain goals.
However, the Lisdowney team can be
well pleased that they contested an All
Ireland final with great resolve, courage,
and determination. They also, in the
opinion of this scribe, one of the best
hurlers in the entire Tournament. Take a
bow Claire Phelan.

In Roinn 3 hurling Kilkenny enjoyed the
thrill of having two teams contest the
same final. Bennettsbridge and Kilmacow
had deservedly battled their way to the
Final of the Michael Cusack Trophy.
Kilmacow had beaten Castlebar
Mitchells, and Piltown, before drawing
with Ballyduff of Waterford. In a ’45 metre
shoot out, they managed to point all four
efforts, while the Waterford lads missed
one. They continued to the final by beat-
ing, rather easily, the Antrim Champions,
Sarsfields.
Bennettsbridge beat Raharney from
Westmeath in their opener. Aidan Cleere

and Ian Morrissey were their main strike
force. Paul O’Neill at centre back kept it
altogether in defence. Trim from Meath
were next to fall, where Willie Murphy at
full forward, Shane Nolan at corner back
and Hugh O’Neill at midfield were the
stars. Against Graignamanagh, it took the
springing of Aidan Cleere from the bench
to turn things around for the ‘Bridge lads.
They eventually won by 5-5 to 4-2 in a
tight encounter.However, the semi-final
against St.Jude’s of Dublin was the
toughest test of all. At half time the
‘Bridge were down by 0-3 to 0-2. Paul

O’Neill at centre back was great in this
one. Behind him, full back Robert
Lennon gave a display that one could
only dream about.  This was an out-
standing performance for one so young.
The second half fight-back with Eoin
O’Connor leading, saw the Kilkenny men
deny the Jude’s no more than two points,
while they slammed home a very cred-
itable seven.
Onto the Final. This in the opinion of
many, was the best game of the finals
day. John Hayes, the Kilmacow centre
forward slammed home a great goal in
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BENNETTSBRIDGE WHO DEFEATED KILMACOW IN THE FINAL OF THE MICHAEL CUSACK  TROPHY 
Back: Ian Morrissey (selector) John Nolan, Jason Cleere, Eoin Power, Aidan Byrne, Michael Power, Seamus Cleere, Cian Aylward, William Korb, Luke Dowling, Kevin

Brennan, Willie Blanchfield (selector)
Middle: Eoghan O Connor, Robert Lennon, William Murphy, Cormac Wafer, Aidan Cleere, Paul O'Neill, Patrick Hughes, Hugh O'Neill (capt) Tommy Lennon, John

Byrne.
Front: Sean Morrissey, Shane Nolan, Enda Morrissey, Micheal Shiel, Dylan Walsh, Kevin Blanchfield, Liam Blanchfield, Larry Cleere (Manager)

Lisdowney Div 4 Finalists
Back: William Kenny, Niall Buckley, Peter O’Sullivan, Andrew Hickey, Kevin Sweeney, Eoin Walsh, Brian

O’Carroll.
Middle: Michael Kenny, Simon Randell, George Healy, Edward Kenny, Shane Ruth, Kieran Bergin, Claire

Phelan.
Front: Conor O’Carroll, Edward Connolly, Kieran O’Carroll, Shane Brophy, Aoife Murphy, Kieran Skehan, 

Eoin Lyons.

BENNETTSBRIDGE - KILMACOW
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the first half, followed by a brace of
points. Kilmacow led by 2-5 to 1-4 at half
time. Eoin O’Connor was switched onto
Hayes in the second half. The move
worked. Kilmacow were to score but a
single point in the second half while the
‘Bridge rammed home 1-9. Enda
Morrissey bagged 1-4 for the winners.
Willie Murphy’s goal was hugely impor-
tant in contribution and timing. Aidan
Cleere was amazing in the second half.
Captain Hugh O’Neill led as a good cap-
tain should, while Dylan Walsh was out-
standing at corner forward, where his

point was a score to remember. But the
man who kept the game from slipping
away was the full back, Robert Lennon,
who put his well-being on the line for the
cause of his teammates.

The Fenians from Johnstown, under the
guidance, and assistance of Sean
Whyte, Ger Brennan, Paul Webster, and
Rachel Tobin, worked exceptionally hard
to get to their Mc Mahon Trophy Final. A
feature of their involvement, was a mini-

Féile Parade of the teams hosted around
them. With the piping of noted piper,
Finbar Mc.Carthy, the teams were parad-
ed around the field before the games.
This was a nice touch. 
They took care of the challenge of the
Donegal Champions, Sean Mac
Cumhalls from Ballybofey, scoring 3-3,
while the opposition scored 2-1. They
had difficulty in accounting for the Kildare
Champuions, Broadford, but eventually
they won by 1-1 to 0-2, after a tough bat-
tle. Galmoy fell to their neighbours next,
but in the semi-final the Fenians didn’t
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WINDGAP, WHO DEFEATED SLIEVERUE IN THE FINAL OF THE LÁR TIRE TROPHY (ROINN 6) 
Back: Michael O'Shea (Trainer), Laura Moore, Darren Walsh,  Kieran Power, Sean Foley (Capt.) Cian Ryan, Adrian Landy, Seamus Hennessey, Paul Comerford,

Michael Power, Patrick Moore, Kieran Purcell, Brendan Power, Simon Brophy (Trainer).
Front: Peter Hennessey, Niall Walsh, Paraic Walsh, Emmett Landy, William Phelan, James Vaughan, Serena Phelan, Patrick Phelan, Catherine Foley, Clare Grace,

Daniel Cashin,   Darragh O'Shea.

CONAHY SHAMROCKS WINNERS OF THE MC MAHON TROPHY
Back: Sean Nolan, Paudie Brennan (Selector), David White, Patricia Cass, John Carroll (Selector), David Kennedy, Peter Vickery, Joe Keohane (Captain), Nickey

Brennan (Úachtarán C.L.G.), Kieran Cuddihy (Selector), Eoin Carroll, James Delaney, Stephen Brennan, John Mullan, Eoin Coogan.
Front: Áine Phelan, Anna Buggy, Wayne Cuddihy, Padraig Delaney, Gary Dunne, Jack Kelly, Tom Phelan, Sean Walsh, Nicholas Feehan, Conor Buggy, Phillip Cass.

Conahy Shamrocks - Fenians
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have things all their own way. A deter-
mined Blacks and Whites threw every-
thing at the Fenians, who found them-
selves behind at half time. But a spirited
Johnstown contingent dug deep into their
reserves of courage, determination, and
know how to quarry out a 3-8 to 3-0 vic-
tory.
However their aspirations were decimat-
ed in the final by a rampant Conahy
Shamrocks, who had  earlier easy victo-
ries over Clontibret of Monaghan, Knocks
Grattans from Fermanagh, Cloneen, and
Knockbridge in their semi-final. 

Gallant Slieverue took the scalp of
Manorhamilton in their first Féile outing.
They were beaten by Windgap next time
out. They were to clash at a more impor-
tant, and later stage. However they
redeemed themselves with a very con-
vincing win over Warwickshire, for whom
the great grandson of the icon Paddy
Phelan, Ciarán Phelan played outstand-
ingly. Coolera from Sligo fell under the
Slieverue spell, but the final against
Windgap was a bridge too far for the gal-
lant Slieverue men. 
Windgap beat Warwickshire in their first
outing. They also had great wins over
Manorhamilton, and Slieverue. Their
semi-final against Clonegal was some-
what one-sided, but their final over
Slieverue was a far different game than
the first one. Some power-packed hurling
by Sean Foley at centre back was a fea-
ture of the final. The sides were level at
four points apiece at half time. An early
brace of goals by Padraig Walsh and
Patrick Phelan set the Windgap up for
this historic victory. Peter Hennessy put
the game beyond the reach of the gallant
Slieverue men with a cracker of a goal in
the 34th minute. In addition to those
mentioned, Cian Ryan, James Vaughan
and Ciaran Power were magnificent.
Slieverue had heroes in Dylan Haberlin,
Aaron Cullinane, and Wayne Grennan. 
When last Féile was in Kilkenny in 1979,
Windgap were also winners of their
Division.
Tradition and History are sometimes
happy bedfellows.

The Rower Inistioge were the only
Kilkenny camogie Féile winners, winning
the Roinn 3 Shield. They opened their
account with a fine win over Carlow
Champions, Myshall. Jane Cullen’s 2-2
was hugely helpful in the win, which saw
the Kilkenny girls belt home 4-2 against
the Carlow champs 1-0. Tara Kennedy
weighed in with a great two goals for the
cause. In their next game, they faced a
very formidable Glenealy from Wicklow.
In a nerve-wracking encounter, the goals
of Tara Kennedy and Debbie O’Mahoney
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Rower-Inistioge, Roinn 3 Féile All-Ireland Camogie Champions, 
Back: Aoife Lyng, Debbie O’Mahoney, Aoife Hanrahan, Jane Cullen, Aodheen Leahy, Emma Kavanagh,

Christine Lyng, Aoife Meaney, Katie Moffitt, Mairead Kennedy, Nora Hanrahan, Mary Lyng (Manager).
Front: Claire Fogarty, Kelly Hamilton, Alice Moffitt, Áine Gannon, Aisling carroll, Siobhán Phelan, Cliona Kelly,

Tara Kennedy, Niamh Doyle. 

SLIEVERUE - LÁR TIRE FINALISTS 2007
Back: Sean Byrne, Cormac Kenny, Sean Kehoe, Casey Lawlor, Bill Irish, Joe Irish, PJ Mylett, Dylan Haberlin, Jack

Haberlin, Peter Kenny.
Middle: Amy Alcock, Amy Croke, Andrew Irish, Wayne Greenan, Stephen Dolan, Luke Walsh, Aaron Cullinane, Eoin

Kenny, Connell Dodd, Christopher McDonald.
Front: Kevin Hennessey, Helena Dowling, Andrew Cuddihy, Stephen Plunkett, Stephen Keane, Dylan Gath.

Kilmacow - Roinn 3 Finalists 2007
Back: Kevin Croke, Paul Sheehan, Patrick Heffernan, Robert Croke, Daniel Connolly, Eoin McEvoy, Mark

Penkert, Denis Scully.
Middle: Conor Toomey, Emmett Blanchfield, Christopher Penkert, Shay Dempsey, Andy Kearns, Kevin

McNamara, John Hayes, Dean Power, Ryan McKenna, Josh Tobin.
Front: Ian Ahearne, Dylan Cooke, Donagh Meyler, Jason Grant, Ian Williams, Ryan O'Hanlon, Adam Morgan.

Windgap - Slieverue

Rower Inistioge Camogie
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were most valuable in the achievement
of victory, as they helped to overcome a
very uncompromising Wicklow side,
which fought the good fight to the finish.
In the end, the Rower Inistioge won by 2-
0 to 1-0. The tempo was starting to bub-
ble.
A goal by Aoife Hanrahan and two
superbly hit points by Jane Cullen were
barely enough to see the Rower Inistioge
get to the finishing post with their noses

in front after a titanic battle with the
Lámh Dearg club from Keady in Armagh,
who recorded 1-1.They were to renew
rivalries later. 
After the Glenmore game, the Rower had
a superb score for of 12-12, while con-
ceding 3-1. These were surely stats of
prospective champions, but the shadow
of a prowling, growling Keady awaited in
the long grass in John’s Park in Sunday’s
Final .Kelly Hamilton with a smashing 1-

1, and Jane Cullen with a super goal did
just enough to get the Kilkenny girls over
the winning line in front. Keady had only
managed to get a single goal. In a tight
game like this final, it was never going to
be enough.
The scenes of excitement afterwards are
best left to others to relate, exaggerate,
and remember.
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FENIANS- FINALISTS MCMAHON TROPHY 2007
Back: James Sweeney, Niall Walsh, Jack Cullinhan, Chris Hughes, Colin Dowling, John Muldowney, William Brennan, Michael Drennan, Ciaran

Rachford, Brandon Webster, David Walsh, Patrick Duggan (capt), 
Front: Killian Fitzpatrick, Jason Dermody, Lorcon O’Loughlin, Enda Purcell, Killian Walsh, Sean Tobin, Sean Brennan, Michael Carroll, Patrick

Mc.Cormack, Eoin Wilson, Cormac Ryan, Mark Webster.

Success to Laois/Offaly in 2008
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The Feile na nGael competition was the
biggest competition of its kind played in
Kilkenny this year. Ballyhale had its
share of matches as the club played host
to teams from Dublin, Derry and Laois in
both Hurling and Camogie as well as
other local teams. Matches started on
Friday afternoon in Camogie with the
Ballyhale team playing the Derry champi-
ons Ballinascreen. The boys and girls
then went in to Kilkenny for the Parade
which was very enjoyable. There were
several hurling matches on Saturday as
the hurling teams played each other in a
round robin format. Na Fianna from
Dublin came down with high hopes but
Camross from Laois also travelled with a
strong team. Our own players held their
own in the games and at the finish a
combination of results could have seen
any of the teams qualify. The games
themselves went well. The Shamrocks
Hurling team – prepared by Michael
O’Sullivan, Declan Mullen and Richard
Butler had a slightly unexpected win over
Na Fianna, lost to Camross and beat
neighbours Mullinavat. It was Camross
who qualified from the group although
this was touch and go until the last puck
of the Na Fianna/Camross match played
in Ballyhale.

The Ballyhale Shamrocks GAA Club
would like to say well done and thanks to
all involved in the hosting of the Feile na
nGael competition in the Parish. Thanks
are due to all those, both members and
non members of the Shamrocks Hurling
& Camogie clubs who did work at the
field, put up girls from Ballinascreen, Co.
Derry and boys from Na Fianna, Dublin
in their homes. Thanks also to all those
who worked as catering assistants, lines-
men, umpires and stewards on the two
days. Particular thanks is due to John
Kenneally (Feile organiser), Jimmy
Walsh and their team of workers from the
Hurling club and also to Dermot Fennelly
and Trish Mason and their team of work-
ers from the Camogie club.

Children and adults alike were thrilled by
the spectacle of GAA President Nickey
Brennan’s arrival by helicopter to the

field. All in all a weekend to remember
with friends made in all participating
clubs!
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Ballyhale Shamrocks
Club Report

Ballyhale Shamrocks - Féile Panel
1. Liam Elvidge 2. Brian Butler 3. Patrick Mullen 4. Kevin Mullen  5. Jack Kenneally 6. Conor Walsh 7. Sean
Malone 8. Richie Reid 9. James Deasy 10. Owen Doyle 11. Keith Phelan 12. Richie Kent 13. Ronan Corcoran
14. Daniel Burke 15. Brian Cody 16. Eugene Aylward 17. Steven Donnelly 18. Sean Donnelly 19. Luke
Donnelly 20. Mark Phelan 21. Thomas Keogh 22. Aidan Burke 23. Patrick Malone 

24. Conor Phelan (missing from Photo)

Féile Visitation Ballyhale NS
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Highlight of 2007 
In the lead up to the event major improvements,
including the provision of seating and electronic
scoreboard, were carried out in the playing field and
community hall. 
Rangers hosted Waterford U-14 champions
Ballygunner for the weekend. Conditions were mis-
erable for the first day (Friday), but a fine crowd
turned up for this first match. Rangers got off to the
worst possible start, conceding a goal within 30 sec-
onds. Luck was not with the home side as twice in
the first half the ball came back off the upright when
goals looked certain. Ballygunner ended up winning
by four points. Both teams, mentors and supporters
had refreshments, prepared by hard working ladies
committee, in the Community Hall before heading off
to Kilkenny for the Feile Parade, the highlight of the
Feile.

Best Banner
The Rangers team and mentors were resplendent in
their new gear as they proudly marched behind their
banner, which was the subject of much interest as it
was held aloft by two giant hurleys with sliothars
attached. The club won the prize for best banner in
the parade.
Paulstown was the venue for all the group games on
Saturday. Before the games started Uachtarán
Cumainn Lúth Chleas Gael, Nioclás Ó Braonáin
accompanied by Kilkenny County Board Treasurer,
Barry Hickey arrived by helicopter and presented the
award for best banner to the Chairman of the
Juvenile Section, Eugene Kealy. After greeting
teams and their mentors, they availed of the hospi-
tality of the ladies committee and congratulated them
on their efforts.

Match Action
On the field of play St. Rynagh's of Offaly proved too
strong for the home side, while Ballygunner
accounted for Dicksboro. In the final series of games
Rangers played out an exciting draw with Dicksboro
thereby setting up the final game as a group decider
that St. Rynagh's had to win but a draw would do
Ballygunner. This turned out to be the best game of
the weekend with the result in doubt right up to the
end, with the Offaly boys coming out on top by three
points. They then went on to the knockout stages
where they lost by two points to the eventual win-
ners Castleknock.

A Job Well Done
On Saturday night at the Community Centre Barrow
Rangers and Ballygunner teams, mentors and sup-
porters met up for a barbecue and disco.
Friendships were made and a great time was had by
all. Ballygunner made a presentation to Juvenile
Chairman, Eugene Kealy in appreciation for the
great hospitality shown to them over the weekend. 
A special word of thanks is due to the organising
committee under the chairmanship of Eugene Kealy
who left no stone unturned to ensure that this would
be a weekend to remember - and so it was.

Ballygunner Feile2007

Barrow Rangers  
Back:Tommy Wall, Ciaran Doyle, Aaron Nolan, Daniel O'Neill, Michael Whitely, Michael Lonergan,
Kevin Brennan, Tom Brennan, Peter Treacy, Eugene Kealy
Front: Graham English, Edward Prendergast, Conor English, Billy Hanlon, Keith Flavin, Dylan
O'Shea, Niall Walsh, John Brennan, D J Murphy, Kevin O'Neill, Eoin Murphy, Ciaran Breen.

Feile Chairman, Barry Hickey,Jimmy Grace, Uachtaran, Nickey Brennan as he presents Eugene
Kealy, Barrow Rangers with the award for Best Kilkenny Banner, James Flavin, Peter Breen,
Derek McEvoy.

Barrow Rangers
Club Report
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All Ireland Feile Na nGael Champions
2007 - The future is bright

The 2006/07 GAA Season was a very suc-
cessful one for our club's U-14 panel, it
started by this panel of twenty three young
men reaching the U-14 Football Roinn D
final,  to be played against the Ballyhale
Shamrocks.  The same panel then went on
to reach the Roinn C league final against
Kilmacow.  Then came the weekend the
panel and selectors were working towards,
the Feile Na nGael tournament hosted by
Kilkenny/Carlow.  

Convincing Victory
Bennettsbridge were playing in Division 3
and were host to the Westmeath B Team of
Raharney Club.  The first match of the
weekend was held on the Friday evening in
our own grounds against our visitors,
Bennettsbridge had a convincing win here.
Saturday morning took us to the
Graignamanagh GAA grounds to decide the
groups' qualifiers.  First match put us out
against the Meath side Trim and the sec-
ond match against Graignamanagh.  

Great Semi-Final
The Bennettsbridge team proved to be the
strongest team of the group and qualified
for the semi-final of the competition to be
held in McGrath Park, Bagenalstown on
Saturday evening.  This proved to be the
toughest and most testing match of the
tournament, the opposition was a physically
stronger and hugely motivated team from
St. Jude's of Dublin.  At half time St. Judes
looked to be the stronger of the two teams
but due to the sheer determination of the
fifteen young men from Bennettsbridge they
fought the battle hard and won.  

All Kilkenny Final
The following day saw an all Kilkenny final
in Division 3 in Nowlan Park,
Bennettsbridge against Kilmacow.  This
game was a close encounter up to the final
ten minutes of the game when
Bennettsbridge pulled away and went on to
win by seven points.  The age profile of this
U-14 panel is from ten to fourteen years
and its success is due to hard work with
training up to three times a week since
April.  The determination and team spirit
proved to be a winning combination.  

Excellent Management
A special thanks is due to the hard work of
the Manager, two Selectors and back room
staff who contributed to the team's success
this year.

Sympathy
The sympathy of the club us extended to
the families of Clodagh Cullen, Johnny
Walpole  and Vanessa McGarry (See
Obituaries Section).

Bennettsbridge Féile Panel 2007
1 Michael Shiel, 2 Shane Nolan, 3 Robert Lennon, 4 Patrick Hughes, 5 Eoghan O’Connor, 6 Paul O’Neill, 7
Kevin Blanchfield, 8 Hugh O’Neill, 9 Aidan Cleere, 10 Cormac Wafer, 11 Enda Morrissey, 12 Sean Morrissey,
13 Liam Blanchfield, 14 William Murphy, 15 Dylan Walsh, 16 Jason Cleere, 17 Aidan Byrne, 18 Cian Aylward,
19 Michael Power, 20 Luke Moran, 21 Kevin Brennan, 22 Eoin Power, 23 William Korb, 24 Bill O’Neill.

Enda Morrissey (Bennettsbridge) breaks away from
two Kilmacow opponentsLet the celebrations begin!1

Bennettsbridge
Club Report
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jVisitors from Louth
After a year of planning the Féile week-
end had finally arrived. Our visiting team
was Knockbridge from Louth. After some
formalities on Friday, our Féile com-
menced and it was time for the most
important part, the hurling. Knockbridge
v. Blacks & Whites was the first match,
Knockbridge came out the winners of this
first game.

The Parade
Then it was quickly home to their host
families and to get ready for the big
parade in Kilkenny. Everyone involved
plus supporters made a convoy to the
Marble City to be a part of the marvel-
lous parade which was thoroughly
enjoyed by spectators and participants
alike. 

Saturday Action
On Saturday the Blacks & Whites hosted
Clonguish [longford] and Tullougher. The
first match was  Clonguish and Blacks &
Whites, with Blacks & Whites needing a
win to stay in the competition. After a
struggle Blacks & Whites won on a
scoreline of 1-1 to .3pts. The next match
quickly followed was Blacks & Whites
against Tullougher. Blacks & Whites were
too strong for Tullogher on the day, and
the host team won out in the end.
The next game was of vital importance
for Clonguish and Knockbridge as the
winners were bound for the finals. Before
the game the Féile officials arrived. Then
it was down to business, this was the
best game of the section Knockbridge
winning by four points in the end. This
meant that Knockbridge and Blacks &
Whites were through to the semi finals.
Knockbridge playing in Palmerstown and
Blacks & Whites playing in Jenkinstown.
The semi finals proved a step too far for
both teams on the day, with Johnstown
easily overcoming Blacks & Whites and
Conahy too strong for Knockbridge.

Development
We had a very mixed year on the playing
fields and can only look forward to
greater things in 2008. 
With the completion of the seating in our
new stand area the final phase of our
new indoor area sees the laying down of
an astro turf surface. Seats are still on
sale to the public. Contact any member
of the club. The club wishes to thank the
supporters and especially the ladies who
keep the complex immaculate. 
The club wishes to sympathise with the
Jordan family on the loss of Tommy dur-
ing the year.

Blacks& Whites Féile Panel 2007
1. Daniel Drennan 2. Gary Maher 3. Emmet Foley 4. Edward Murphy  5. James Barcoe 6. Joseph Kelly 
7. Brid Kelly  8. Thomas Joyce 9. Aoife Carroll 10. Martin Kelly 11. Brian Barcoe 12. Elizabeth Barcoe 13.
Patrick Nolan 14. Jamie Byrne 15. Sean Doyle 16. Niamh Nolan  17. Muireann Murphy 18. Shannon Foley 
19. Sharon Doherty 20. Arron Foley 21. Patrick Cushen 22. Sinead Maher 23. Ian Foley 24. Enya Foley 

Blacks & Whites
Club Report

Knockbridge, Louth1
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A Resounding Success
Féile was a resounding success for the
club with the maxim "It,s not the winning
but the taking part that counts" being
most relevant . From the club planning,
expertly organised by Juvenile Club
Chairman Seamus Farrell, his Secretary
Kathleen Farrell and a very hard working
committee to the parade,games and
entertainment the whole Féile was a
resounding success. 

Mayo Champions
We hosted the Tooreen club from south
Mayo and the visitors signalled their
intentions early on with an emphatic win
over the Shocks. The skill and determi-
nation shown by the westerners was an
eye opener to our admittedly young side.
The second phase of the competition
was hosted by Glenmore on the second
day. After a pretty easy win for Tooreen
over Clonduff of Down, the Glenmore /
Carrickshock match proved a little one
sided in the first half with Glenmore look-
ing a far stronger team. However, in the
second half our tenacious young team
fought hard and got within two points of
the Glensmen only to be denied the cru-
cial goal time and again by a strong
Glenmore defence. Our team was a tired
one when the final game got underway.
Clonduff of Down showed all the skill and
grit of the Ardsmen when they beat us
with two well taken goals in the final min-
utes. 

Shootout
The final phase two game proved an
absolute thriller as Tooreen went looking
for the vital win which would see them
into the quarter final. The game with
Glenmore went to a shootout involving
45 metre frees and was actually won on
sudden death by Tooreen. They
advanced to a regrettably unsuccessful
Semi Final against Conahy in Danesfort
and we went back to Hugginstown to an
afternoon long Barbecue organised by
the catering committee at the club. We
hosted a most enjoyable Div. 1 Semi
Final between  Ahane of Limerick and
O’Loughlins and the night was finished
off with a Party in the GAA hall for both
Carrickshock teams, Camogie and
Hurling as well as our respective visitors
from  Burt and Tooreen. 

Links with 1978/9
Appropriately  families like Graces,
Roches, Farrells, Hearnes and Crowleys
had links with the previous two Féilte in
78 and 79.Luckily things don't change a
whole lot over the decades,do they?

Carrickshock Féile Panel 2007
1. Richard Kenneally 2. Aaron Roche 3. Gary Neville 4. Stephen O’Dwyer 5. David O’Dwyer 6. Daithi Moran 
7. Andrew Whitney 8. Pádraig O Fearghail 9. Aaron O’Neill 10. Dylan Halligan 11. Stephen Carr 12. Stephen
Farrell 13. Kevin Farrell 14. Eamon Power 15. Ian Dunphy 16. Tommy Hearne 17. Conor O’Dwyer 18. James
Grace 19. PJ Gaule 20. Owen Grace 21. Patrick Foran 22. David Holden 23. Alex Broderick 24. Stephen
Mackey.

Michael Rice and David Franks with the Toreen players.

Carrickshock on Parade
From Left: PJ Gaule, Padraig Crowley,James Grace, Dylan Halligan, Ollie Roche, Aaron O’Neill, Darren

Brennan James Heaarne, Seamus Farrell.
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U-14 All Weather Tournament
The club's year began in nearly January
with the second Johnny Walsh Memorial
U-14 Hurling Tournament, which took
place on the all-weather pitch in Asper
Park. Thirty-eight teams from eight differ-
ent counties took part, including Naomh
Eoin from Antrim, Kilmacud Crokes from
Dublin and Blackrock and Killeagh from
Cork. Top Waterford teams Ballygunner,
Mount Sion, De La Salle, Lismore and
Roanmore also took part, complementing
the many Kilkenny, Tipperary and
Wexford teams. For the fist time since
the tournaments began Myshall and St.
Mullins from Carlow took part.
The Group A final ended in a thrilling
draw between Clara and Lismore but in
extra time Clara won by two points fol-
lowing an injury time goal.
Kilsheelan beat Urlingford Emeralds in
the Group B final, while Ferrybank won
the Group C Shield.

Junior Training
Training began in late February under
the guidance of Noel Maher from
Carrickshock, assisted by his team of
selectors; Nicky Dunphy, Ray Murray and
John Fripps and by Assistant Trainer
Kevin Kennedy.
We qualified for the quarter finals of the
League for the first time in a number of
years but were knocked out in the end by
Kilmacow.
The Championship began with a first
round game against Graiguenamanagh

who were League Champions. The final
result was a well-earned draw (1-11 to 1-
11). The second round saw us beat
Thomastown by a narrow margin and we
then faced Callan who deprived us of vic-
tory following a late goal in injury time.
We defeated Mullinavat in the next
match, which left us with the difficult task
of beating Kilmacow in order to qualify.
After a memorable encounter that match
ended up in a draw, which left us with a
play-off against Callan to go into the
semi-final. That match, after a very good
first half (six points up at half-time), saw
us lose by six points.

Bob O’Keeffe Memorial Cup 
Another memorable event in the club's
calendar was the Bob O'Keeffe Memorial
Cup. This began the previous year as a
celebration of the late GAA President's
association with Carrigeen (where he
was born) and Borris-in-Ossory (where
he lived and taught for much of his life).
On this occasion, Borris-in-Ossory trav-
elled to Carrigeen and the host club won
by 3-11 to 2-11. 
Following the match the hurlers, mentors,
club officials and local people travelled to
Glengrant where Bob O'Keeffe was born.
The Bob O'Keeffe Memorial Cup was
presented to James Power, Carrigeen
Captain, by Paddy Buggy, former GAA
President. Paddy Buggy spoke on the life
and times of Bob O'Keeffe and Eamonn
O'Keeffe (grand-nephew of Bob) thanked
everyone on behalf of the O'Keeffe fami-

ly. Other members of the O'Keeffe family
present included three nieces; Peggy
O'Meara from Bunmahon, Nonie Dunphy
from Ballygorey and Philomena
Hennebery from Luffany. It was a memo-
rable occasion for everyone involved.
That closed the curtain on a very suc-
cessful year of competitive hurling and
the club would like to sincerely thank
Noel Maher, the club trainer and coach
for his effort and enthusiasm over the
course of the year. He has been a
tremendous asset to the club and will
coach the team for the coming season.

Eddie Quinn Memorial Tournament
The Eddie Quinn Memorial U-12 Floodlit
Tournament began in late October, with
twenty-eight teams taking part. Already
through to the semi-final in Group A are
Craanfort of Wexford, Thurles Óg,
Paulstown and a play-off between Callan
and Kilmacud Crokes for the fourth spot.
Group B sees Clonea and Kilsheelan
through to the semi-final with Piltown,
Carrick Swans and Mullinavat playing off
for the last two semi-final positions.
Group C semi-finalists are Urlingford
Emeralds, Windgap, St. Mullins and St.
Mary's.

Club Development
The club would like to sincerely thank the
Delahunty family of Portnascully for the
donation of ground which was essential
for future development and, in particular,
a new entrance. We would like to thank
all of the Councillors and TDs for their
efforts in furthering this !400k develop-
ment, which will commence shortly.

Committee
President: Neddy Power; Vice-
Presidents: Willy Delahunty, Neddy 'Fox'
Madden; Chairman: Richie Quinn; Vice-
Chairman: Nicky Dunphy; Secretary:
Hilary Delahunty; Assistant Secretary:
Eoin Gallagher; Treasurer: Michael
Murphy; PRO: Pamela Horgan; County
Board Delegate: Pat Dalton; Southern
Board Delegate: Claus Dunphy; First Aid:
Maria Walsh,Trainer: Noel Maher.

Sympathies
The club would like to offer its condo-
lences to the Madden Family on the
death of Ned, former Secretary and
Trustee; to the Murphy Family on the
death of Michael Murphy Senior, father of
club Treasurer Michael Murphy; to the
Grace Family on the death of James
Grace, former secretary of the club and
to anyone who has suffered bereave-
ments during the year.

Former GAA President Paddy Buggy with players and officers of Carrigeen GAA Club after the Bob
O’Keeffe Memeorial Tournament 

Carrigeen
Club Report
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What a Year!
The busy Summer began with Feile
2007, a once in a lifetime experience for
all the budding U-14 Hurlers. We hosted
Castlelyons of Cork and this group of
young men, mentors and their families
were given a fantastic Cead Mile Failte.
Castlelyons Juvenile Club which is based
in the heartland of East Cork were found-
ed in 1967. Over the years they have
won East Cork Divisional titles and in
1992 and 1993 they were successful in
U-14 and U-16.  In that year they were
also crowned Feile B champions. Well
known Cork hurler Timmy McCarthy is
the pride of Castlelyons. 

Hurling Action
Clara were drawn in Division 1with
Castleyons, O’Loughlin Gaels and
Loughmore Castleiney.  Our first outing
was against Castlelyons who we defeat-
ed 2-8 to 1-4 Unfotrunately, we were
then defeated by Loughmore Castleiney
and O’ Loughlins who qualified from our
Group. But 2007 Feile was not just about
hurling, lifetime friendships were made
and some fantastic memories etched on
the minds of all participants, such as that
wonderful feeling marching through
Kilkenny with each player dressed in
their club colours doing themselves and
their families proud.
Ciaran Prendergast who captained Clara
on this occasion, along with all the other
Captains were presented with a momen-
to by GAA President Mr. Nickey Brennan
and Ms. Liz Howard President Cumann
Camogaiocht na nGael.
A brilliant night of entertainment was had
by both the Camogie and Hurling panels.   

So Many to Thank
On behalf of all involved in the prepara-
tions for the Feile 2007 we wish to thank
most sincerely both the Hurling and
Camogie representatives Michael and
Marlyn Nolan for their trojan work in
organising all the events. To the parents
who hosted the visiting children for their
help and cooperation. To the Committee
members who helped organise the
Fundraising, to all our sponsors whose
generosity is greatly appreciated, to all
who had our GAA Grounds and playing
fields in immaculate condition and  finally
to all the girls and boys who participated
in the weekend. You did your club and
your families proud and perhaps when it
is our turn to host this prestigious event
again some of your children will be taking
part and jolt plenty of pleasant memories
of your youth. Well done to all.     

Clara Féile Panel 2007
1. James Barry, 2. Christopher Bolger, 3. Kevin Brennan, 4. Steven Campion, 5. Bill Carrigan, 6. David Carroll,
7. Jason Carroll, 8. Ciaran Casey, 9. Shane Cassin, 10. Eoin Curtis, 11. Brian Delaney, 12.  Conor Evans, 13.
Ayrton Gleeson, 14.  Adam Jordan, 15.  Noel Kehoe, 
16. Jack Langton, 17. Kevin Maher, 18. Donal Murphy, 19. John Murphy, 20. Paul Murphy, 21. Conor O’ Shea,
22. Ciaran Prendergast, 23. Eamonn Treacy, 24. Brian Walsh.

A Rare Photograph! Clara U14 Féile na Gael 1979
Back: Tom Brennan, Pat Mulrooney, John Murphy, Michael Casey, Ross Kehoe, John Carrigan, John Nolan,
WJ Kehoe, Maurice Treacy, Tony Fitzpatrick, Brian Barcoe, Frank Prendergast, Michael Meally, Philip Murphy
(RIP), Pat Ryan, Pat Treacy.
Front: Pat McDonald, Ed. Mulrooney, David Shortall, Martin Whearty, John Shortall, Maurice Ryan, Peter
Coogan, Michael Galvin, Andrew O’Carroll.

Clara
Club Report

Castlelyons, Cork1
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Feile 07 Begins
Feile Friday saw the arrival of Knocks
Grattans Hurling Club from Lisnaskea, in
South  County Fermanagh, whose U-14
squad and mentors prove to be wonder-
ful guests. They arrived ahead of time,
causing slight panic as Cloneen mentors
had departed the grounds to prepare to
meet the visitors. Fortunately the ladies
committee had already made prepara-
tions to provide food and refreshments.

A Good Home Win
An entertaining game followed between
hosts and guests with Cloneen coming
out on top in a close game, 2-5 to 1-3,
which showed the Northern team to have
quite a range of hurling skills. Following
the game, the visitors were introduced to
their host families and then it was on to
the bus brightly dressed in their colourful
club gear and off to Kilkenny for the
opening ceremony and parade. On
Saturday morning they were joined by
Conahy Shamrocks and their guests
from Clontibret, Co. Monaghan. In the
opening game Cloneen overcame
Clontibret and. Knocks Grattans with the
advantage of local support edged out
Clontibret in a very competitive game
before Conahy beat Cloneen in the
deciding game to qualify for Sunday’s
final. They went on to beat Fenians.

Great Help!
The Cloneen juvenile committee pulled
out all the stops to make the visitors feel
at home and on Saturday night in the
clubhouse provided food and entertain-
ment for both groups. Officers of the
Knocks Grattans club were very compli-
mentary of the reception they received
not only from the club but all those who
provided accommodation and meals. It
was a weekend in the true tradition of
Feile, full of sport, fun and friendship.

Knocks McGrattans, Lisnaskea Co. Fermanagh

Cloneen Feile na Gael 2007 
Back: Patrick Barcoe, Ronan Egan, Brian Mahon, Kieran Whelan, Sean Feehan, Cian Young, Mark Maguire,
Michael J. Feehan. Middle: Gerard O’Neill Sean O’Neill, Paul Kelly, Liam O’Neill, David Wilson,Brian Allen,
Anthony O’Neill, Eoin Doyle. Front: Eohan Buggy, Aaron Coogan, Sean Maguire, Padraic Delaney, Dean
Shortall, Ciaran Brennan, Darren Close, James Treacy.

Cloneen
Club Report
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It was a weekend filled with great memo-
ries and the beginning of what will be
friendships lasting long into the future as
the club played host to Clontibret from
Co. Monaghan during Féile weekend.
Many hours of planning and organisation
by the club’s Bórd na n-Óg committee
ensured that the visitors got a hearty wel-
come as they arrived on the Friday after-
noon.

The first matter to attend to, of course,
was a match between Conahy and
Clontibret, which the hosts won well.
Soon, the lengthy process of ensuring all
the Monaghan visitors were suitably
housed with each of the hosting families
throughout the local community was well
underway. Soon after, it was on into
Nowlan Park and the Féile parade. All
the players’ newly acquired finery
ensured that all the teams and indeed
officials looked the part throughout the
night as they paraded through the streets
of Kilkenny.

It was a particularly special occasion in
the history of the club as the team and
officials were received at the viewing
stand at the Parade by one of the club’s
most prominent members, Úachtarán
C.L.G., Nickey Brennan. The reception
will surely live long in the memory of all
concerned.

Saturday morning began with a trip to
Clogh for both Conahy and Clontibret
where Cloneen were hosts to Knocks
Grattans from Fermanagh. The organisa-
tion by the club was exemplary through-
out the morning and was very much
appreciated. After the schedule of games
was played, it was Conahy that qualified
for the knock-out stages.

A semi-final beckoned against
Knockbridge from Louth and although the
teams were even early on, Conahy were
victorious in the end and thus qualified
for the Division 5 final against Fenians. A
barbecue for all involved in both clubs
took place on the Saturday night to round
off what was a busy day. It was a very
one-sided final on Sunday afternoon as
Conahy were easy winners over Fenians
in St. John’s Park. Team captain Joe
Keohane received the trophy from
Úachtarán C.L.G., Nickey Brennan to
round off a memorable weekend.
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Conahy Shamrocks
Club Report

Clontibret, Monaghan

School Visitation Conahy

Conahy Shamrocks Féile na nGael Panel 2007
1. Padraig Delaney, 2. Gary Dunne, 3. James Delaney, 4. Stephen Brennan, 5. Eoin Coogan, 6. Eoin Carroll,
7. David Kennedy, 8. Joe Keohane, 9. Gearóid Whelan, 10. Tom Phelan, 11. John Mullan, 12. Conor Buggy,
13. Wayne Cuddihy, 14. Peter Vickery, 15. Philip Cass, 16. David White, 17. Sean Nolan, 18. Sean Walsh, 19.
Jack Kelly, 20. Nicholas Feehan, 21. Ashton Creedon, 22.  Áine Phelan, 23. Anna Buggy, 24. Patricia Cass.
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Feile na Gael
The U-14 hurlers had a very competitive
year in particular with Feile na Gael being
held in Kilkenny. The club were hosts to
Glenealy from Wicklow who proved to be
a strong hurling outfit. Danesfort were in
Division 4 with Dunamaggin,
Ballymachugh, Cavan and Glenealy.
Their opening game against Glenealy in
Danesfort proved to be a cracking game
of hurling and went right down to the wire
with Danesfort narrowly losing out. 
The Danesfort lads recovered from this
defeat to record good victories over
Dunamaggin and Ballymachugh. It was
Glenealy who qualified out of this group
and reached the semi final of Division
four but were defeated by one point. 
Great Effort
The whole experience of Feile in the
parish was very exciting and a enormous
amount of work was put in by club mem-
bers, parents and parishioners to make
sure everything went smoothly.
The Under 14's had a very good run in
the hurling league and recorded four
wins out nine games. The Under 14's
were placed in section C for the champi-
onship and produced some great hurling
to reach the semi final against Mullinavat
in Ballyhale. This was a cracking game
of hurling with the game going right down
to the final minute with Mullinavat coming
out on top by one point. 
Shield Final
The Under 14's also reached the Shield
Final of the Graigue/Ballycallan tourna-
ment against the Emeralds. This was a
great game of hurling with the Emeralds
proving to strong for Danesfort in the
end.
Thanks
The club would like to say a special
thank you to all our sponsors over the
year and to all the hurlers and camogie
players, mentors, grounds people, par-
ents, wife's, partners and the various
committees who give their time and ener-
gy in keeping the club on the road.
Sincere thanks to one and all.
Obituaries:
On a sad note the club said farewell to
two great friends and supporters of
Danesfort hurling club. The late Msg.
Martin Campion former President of the
club past away during the year. He took
great interest in the club development
and was always on hand to offer support
to all teams. He will be sadly missed by
all. The club also lost a former player Pat
Cahill which was a great shock to all in
the club.
May they rest in peace.

Danesfort Feile Camogie 2007
Back: R. Brophy, S. Cullen, J. Leahy, A. Maher, C. Booth, D. Phelan, E. Brennan, J. Cunningham, A. Troy, L.
Dunne, G. Brophy, O. Doyle, L. Nolan, R. Hogan, M. Woodcock, G. Fennelly.
Front: E. Martin, D. Drennan, A. Brennan, K. Drennan, H. Holohan, S. Knox, K. Drea, R. Phelan.

Danesfort Feile Hurling
Back: R.Bolger, E. Cooney, J. Ford, M. O'Neill, S. Banahan, G. Dunne, L. Power, D. Sheehan, B. Cullen, C. Mullally,
C. Treacy, D. Cody, C. Phelan 
Front: J. Bruton, J. Tynan, P. Cooney, G. Tynan, P. Tynan, B. Hyland, R. Leahy, P. Hickey.
Missing from photo: K. Duncan, J. Haines, D. Knox

Danesfort
Club Report

Glenealy, Wicklow
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Two Teams in Feile
Because of their success over the
previous three years, at under 14 level,
Dicksboro had represented Kilkenny
at Feile Na nGael throughout the country. So
we had many young players who
had enjoyed their Feile and they quickly
informed this year's 14s as to
what Feile was all about, the visiting
teams,hosting players,the Parade and
of course the games.
The club had been requested, by the
National Feile Commmittee, to enter a
second team. This request resulted in the
formation of a second U-14
team supplemented by some members of
the U-12 panel. So we in the Boro,
had the wonderful opportunity to involve an
extra twenty four players in Feile.

A Huge Undertaking
Like many other clubs,Dicksboro put the
strucures in place to co-ordinate
the flow of information and work from the
Kilkenny Feile Committee with the
wide range of work being undertaken in
Palmestown.The club's Exceutive
Committee quickly approved and endorsed a
work programme which had beendeveloped
by the club's Feile Committee. This work
included, pitch
development, signage, car park improve-
ments and catering.

Many Matches
With all the preparatory work complete the
arrival, on the afternoon of
June 15th, of our guests was eagerly await-
ed. The guests of our Division 1
team were St Rynaghs from Offaly, while
Four Roads of Roscommon, attending
their 10th consecutive Feile, were the guests
of our Division 3 team.
Friday afternoon's games resulted in a draw
against St Rynaghs and a narrow
defeat for Dicksboro aginst Four Roads.
Saturday's games, in Palmerstown, resulted
in a loss to Sarsfields of
Belfast and a win over James Stephens in
Division 3. Meanwhile our
Division 1 team, playing in Paulstown, had a
draw against Barrow Rangers
and a loss to Ballygunner of Waterford.

Thanks to All
The Feile Committee would like to express a
sincere thank you to: The
Excutive Committee, the Grounds
Committee, the Host Families, Parents of
players, Team Managers and Mentors and
the many club members who worked
tirelessly to ensure that Feile Na nGael 2007
in Dicksboro was a huge
success.

Sympathy
The sympathy of the club us extended to the
families of Allan Cunniffe. Margaret Doyle.
Ned Byrne. Peter Long. Denis Doherty
Snr. Ray Cody. Joe Walsh. Eileen
Hogan. Eileen DeLoughry. Paddy Wall.
Ann Beirne.

Dicksboro Division 3 team: 
Back: P.Cahill (Man), P. Boyd, J. O'Grady, M. Cudmore, G.Green, S. Brennan, D. Guilfoyle, C. Ryan, D.
Hickey, M. McGarry, D. Holohan, S. McGrath, J. Curtin.
Front: E. Cody, K.Kenny, S.Farrell, L.Hogan, S. O'Brien, E. O'Donoghue, R.Fitzpatrick, P. Cahill, A. Burke, D.
Dalton, A, Farrell, P. McPhillips, J. Bradfield, B. Fitzpatrick (Mentor). Behind: A. Ryan, E. Holohan (Mentors).

Pictured with GAA President Nicky Brennan are L/R: Daragh Holohan, Robbie Fitzpatrick, Peter McPhillips,
Shane Brennan, Patrick Boyd, Stephen Farrell and Dean Dalton - all members of Dicksboro Feile Team

St Rynagh’s, Offaly
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Feile na nGael 2007
Dunnamaggin club hosted Ballymachugh
Hurling club from Cavan for the Feile na
nGael competition this summer. It was
the first time since 1979 that this U-14
competition was  held in Kilkenny. We
were drawn in Division 4 along with 15
other teams from all over the country,
both north and south.
The Cavan team arrived in the afternoon
of Fri. 15th June and after refreshments
we played them in a match in
Dunnamaggin. After the match they went
to their host families around the parish in
Kells, Dunnamaggin and Kilmoganny.
That evening every team in the competi-
tion gathered at Nowlan Park before
parading through the streets of Kilkenny.
There were  over 140 teams and 17
bands involved. It was a wonderful occa-
sion enjoyed by all.

A Busy Saturday
The following day Ballymachugh and our-
selves travelled to Danesfort to play
them and their visiting team, Glenealy,
from Wicklow. It was a beautiful day for
hurling and the president of the GAA,
Nickey Brennan made a surprise visit by
helicopter. Although Dunnamaggin
played well it was Glenealy who pro-
gressed from our group to the next
round.

Football Too!
That evening we played Ballymachugh in
a good humored football match at the
pitch in Dunnamaggin, followed by a Bar-
B-Q. It was a great finish to a lovely
weekend. On Sunday morning we said
goodbye to our new found friends from
Cavan and they departed for home.

Well Done to All!
The Dunnamaggin U14 2007 Feile na
nGael panel.
Adam Kennealy, Sean Moylan, Anthony
Kearney, Richard Cuddihy, Andrew
Fitzpatrick, William Moylan, Paul Kirwan,
Andrew O’ Dwyer, Peter Kenneally,
Patrick Power, John Kirwan, Jason
Doherty, Connor Long, Patrick Delaney,
Ray Cody, Aoife Power, Rachel Bergin,
David Walsh, Aaron Doherty, Diarmuid
Hegarty, Ultan Moran, Kevin Brennan,
William Bergin, Laura Farrell.

Dumnnamaggin on Parade!

Ballymachugh, Co. Cavan - hosted by Dunnamaggin1

Dunnamaggin
Club Report
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Dunnamaggin Féile Panel 2007
1 Adam Kenneally 2 Sean Moylan 3 Anthony Kearney 4 Richard Cuddihy 5  Andrew Fitzpatrick 6 William

Moylan 7 Paul Kirwan 8 Andrew O'Dwyer 9 Peter Kenneally 10 Patrick Power 11 John Kirwan 12 Jason
Doherty 13 Conor Long 14 Patrick Delaney 15 Ray Cody 16 Aoife Power 17 Rachel Bergin 18 David Walsh
19 Aaron Doherty 20 Diarmuid Hegarty 21 Ultan Moran 22 Kevin Brennan 23 William Bergin 24 Laura Farrell

dunnamaggin  29/11/2007  14:31  Page 1

 
                                 KILKENNY GAA YEARBOOK 2007



Early Preparations
Our preparation for Fèile na nGael 2007
began in October 2006 when our U-12s
team competed in the Carrigeen Winter
League.  They played some terrific hurl-
ing during their six games but were very
unlucky to be beaten by a strong Piltown
team in the final.

Management Team
After a well earned rest over the
Christmas, the New Year began with our
U-14 squad and management team
being assembled. The Management
team selected to look after this team
were Michael Troy, Bertie Tobin, Billy
Walsh.  Most of the training was under-
taken by Michael Troy, ably assisted by
David Moriarty, together with outside
assistance from Paddy Moore and on
occasions some guest trainers. 

First Action
The first action seen by the team was
again back down in Carrigeen, South
Kilkenny.  The boys played some high
quality hurling and got themselves again
in to yet another final, but luck was not
with them and they were beaten by a
better and stronger side.
Training Schedule
The Clubs’ training schedule consisted
initially of training every Monday and
Thursday evening each week.  The
League Campaign commenced on 7th

April with a great victory by 1 point over
Ballyhale Shamrocks. This was followed
by 5 further victories, 1 draw and 2 loss-
es, but which still left us in the position of
qualifying for the semi-final. Carrying
several injuries in to this game our team
were beaten by Graigue Ballycallan.

Final Preparations
As the League matches concluded
approximately two weeks before the
Fèile a lot of work was done behind the
scenes in preparation for the Fèile week-
end.  The Field, the Dressing Rooms, the
Score Board were all prepared, the team
was kitted out with a complete new set of
sports gear.  Lots of Fund Raising had

also been done.  

Naomh Eoin, Belfast
Our Club hosted Nàomh Èoin from
Belfast. It was great to rekindle old
friendships with our pals from Belfast and
despite the geographical distant between
the two clubs, we have had regular meet-
ings and visits over the last number of
years.
Nàomh Èoin topped our group and we
followed them through all day Saturday
and on to the final on Sunday in Nowlan
Park, where they attempted to retain
their Fèile title from 2006, but unfortu-
nately they came up short due to the
competitive nature of the games they

had played in reaching the final. 
The other teams who played in
our group were our neighbours
Tullaroan and Naas.  

Thanks to All
On behalf of the Emeralds
Hurling Club we would like to
thank everyone, who in any
small way, contributed to making
Fèile 2007 in Urlingford a suc-
cessful, happy and memorable
occasion. Especially the families
who hosted the visiting children
from Belfast, those who worked
hard in getting the pitch and
grounds ready, those who deco-
rated our town, those who
helped with the catering and
food and all those who helped
with fund-raising to cover the
extensive costs of hosting the
Fèile weekend. 
The Club would also like to
thank all the Managers and
Trainers, of all the teams, with-
out whose commitment to the
Club, Emeralds would not grow
and prosper and we hope to
build on their work

Emeralds
Club Report

Naomh Eoin, Antrim

Féile Visitation to Urlingford NS
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Welcome to Kiltale
Probaly the highlight of the year was the
Feile Na nGael 2007 which was staged
in Kilkenny from the 15th to the 17th
June 2007. Erins Own were hosts to the
Meath County champions, Kiltale. All in
all our club can feel very proud of the
manner in which Erins Own participated
and embraced this fantastic event. 

Forward Planning
From early April our Bord na nOg officers
attended many meetings towards the
organisation of this great event.
Our U-14s were presented with all new
playing gear and tracksuits which looked
fantastic during the parade on the friday
night. As host club we took in the Kiltale
U-14s and their mentors from Friday
lunch time till Sunday morning during
which time our U-14s hosted two boys
each in their homes. 

Hurling Action
On the Friday we played Kiltale in the
first round of Feile and on Saturday we
were nominated as a centre of Hurling
where we hosted our neighbours
Ballyragget, Portaferry from Co.Down
and our visitors Kiltale from Co.Meath.
Aras O Meallaigh was a hive of activity
all day Saturday and the club rooms
were full to capacity with groups having
lunch and generally enjoying the occa-
sion. On the hurling field Kiltale emerged
from our group to go forward to the semi
finals and were very unlucky to be beat-
en in Clara on Saturday evening by St
Johns of belfast.

Thanks for all the Work
A special word of thanks to our ladies
who cordinated all the catering with great
professionalism all day saturday.
To all who helped in any way to make the
Feile 2007 a big success our sincerest
thanks.

Final Celebrations
Throughout the weekend a lot of friends
were made and return visits promised.
The club presented all the Kiltale players
with Erins Own tops and there was a
social gathering on Saturday evening for
the Kiltale and Erins Own mentors which
was a great success.  

Erin’s Own Féile Panel 2007
1. Thomas Ring, 2. TJ Mealy, 3. Joseph Brennan, 4. Eamonn Healy, 5. David Moran, 6. Garret Delaney, 7. Eoin
Brennan, 8. Liam Wallace, 9. Andrew Carron, 10. Jim Buggy, 11. Robert Moran, 12. Seán McDermott, 13. Noel
Callinan, 14. Ciaran Brennan, 15. Adam Smith, 16. Ciaran Wallace, 17. Edward Holland, 18. John Brennan, 19. Jack
Brennan, 20. James Mealy, 21. Paraic Curry, 22. Dwane Cahall, 23. Eoin Shorthall, 24. Shane Rice.

Féile Visitation to Firoda NS

Erin’s Own
Club Report
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Kiltale, Meath
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Preparations
The spirit of all that is good in the Feile
competition was sown when Liz Howard
and her entourage visited the Primary
Schools in the parish in May 2007.
A great effort was made to ensure that
the new dressing rooms and tea rooms
would be ready for the event and these
were much appreciated by locals and
visiting teams. The entrance and pitch
were adorned with flags and banners
and a new score board was erected for
the occasion.

Friday Action
The Fenians Club were hosts to Sean
MacCumhaills Club of Donegal whom we
defeated in the opening game.   
After tea and refreshments in the tea

rooms everyone set out to Kilkenny for
the magnificent parade.

Very Pleasant Ceremony
On Saturday, local man, Finbar
McCarthy, playing the bagpipes, led the
parade of the four teams: The Fenians,
Sean MacCumhaills, Galmoy and
Broadford (Co. Kildare).
Each member of the four clubs was intro-
duced to the spectators.  Souvenirs were
exchanged between mentors of the
teams involved.  JJ Delaney presented a
signed Kilkenny jersey to the Sean
MacCumhaills club. The Fenians then
went on to win their group, with a narrow
victory over Broadford and an easy victo-
ry over Galmoy. 
The Fenians met Blacks & Whites in the

Semi-Final and after a very exciting,
close match qualified for the Final.
Saturday night concluded with a disco in
the Community Hall.  This was co-hosted
by the Fenians Club and St. Anne's
Camogie Club (who were hosting Lough
Lene Gaels of Westmeath).
In the final, Fenians, coached by Ger
Brennan, excelled themselves all week-
end and brought great joy and pride to
the parish but, unfortunately, met a much
stronger Conahy side and could not rise
to the challenge.

Thanks for the Support
The Feile team and mentors were thrilled
with the great support they got from all
the locals who supported them through-
out the competition.
The team mentors of Sean Whyte, Ger
Brennan and Paul Webster and the Feile
Committee would like to thank the fami-
lies who hosted the Sean MacCumhaills
Club on Friday and Saturday night and
all who helped in any way to make the
occasion such a memorable weekend.

Féile arrives at Johnstown NS

Piper Finbar McCarthy leads out the teams, Fenians, Sean MacCumhails, Broadford and Galmoy on
Saturday

Feile Co-ordinators: Sean Whyte, Paul Webster,
Ger Brennan

Fenians
Club Report
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Féile na nGael Planning
The hosting of Féile na nGael in Kilkenny 2007 will be  a
source of great satisfaction to Gaels throughout the County. In
this regard Galmoy is no different as the club played host to
Kildare side, Broadford for the national festival.The prepara-
tions in the lead up to this momentous weekend were a joy to
behold as parishioners voluntarily rowed in to prepare the
field,erect flag poles and welcoming signs to the visitors and
most importantly to provide a memorable occasion for the
Galmoy Under 14 panel.

Fundraising
With this in mind the club arranged a bag packing weekend in
Dunne's Stores Rathdowney on the June Bank Holoday week-
end.With over 40 volunteers taking part, the Juvenile section of
the club benefitted to the tune of !2,800 in an unqualified suc-
cess.This was used to purchase Kit Bags and Hoodies for the

children while Hannah Drennan sponsored
a set of club socks. Greyhound Trainer Jim
Morrissey also provided substantial spon-
sorship as the Galmoy side were kitted out
for the weekend. 

Welcome to Broadford
On Friday  June 15th Galmoy played their
host team Broadford in the opening game
and this was a very tight encounter until
two late goals gave victory to the locals on
a scoreline of 4-3 to 2-5. This was an
excellent victory for a very young Galmoy
side and it was with great glee that these
young boys headed off to Nowlan Park that
evening with their newly made Kildare
friends for the Féile parade, which was an
unbelievable experience  that will live long
in the minds of these young hurlers.

A Busy Saturday
The following day it was in to neighbouring
Johnstown, for the remaining two rounds of
competition.Sadly both Broadford and
Galmoy had to give best to The Fenians
and their visiting team Ballybofey from
Donegal.The field setbacks were quickly
forgotten,however, when both teams board-
ed their buses and headed to Portlaoise
where they spent the evening bowling in
Portlaoise Roll n Bowl Centre. After Mass
in Galmoy that evening the boys returned
once more to their host houses in the
parish while the adult members in the trav-
elling party were entertained locally.

Presentations
During the night the Broadford representa-
tives presented a plaque to the Galmoy
club in appreciation of the hospitality they
enjoyed over the weekend.Early the follow-
ing morning many tears were shed as the
Kildare party departed the village of
Galmoy but not before addresses and
phone numbers were exchanged and new
lifelong friendships were forged.A proper
end to a memorable Féile. 

Liam Hanrahan (right), winner of first prize in Hurlers Co-Op Draw June 2007)
receiving his cheque for !12,000 from seller of winning ticket Jerry Drennan 

Galmoy Féile Group just after the Féile Parade
Back: Sean Phelan, Hannah Drennan, Conor Kelly, Darren Grace, Micheál Phelan(capt.), Jimmy Duggan
(hidden holding banner), Tim Molloy, Tim Laherty, Ciaran Murphy, Martin Duggan, Michael Vaughan, George
Greenslade, John Joe Maher, Thomas Phelan, Frank Phelan, Jason Stanley, Frank Grace(holding banner),
Lloyd Bassett, Cian Hynes, Darragh Morrissey, Billy Drennan, Jerry Drennan.
Front: Liam Dillon, Kevin Duggan, Dylan Grace, Conor Grace, Oisín Phelan, Conor Drennan, Brandon
Phelan, Kieran Phelan, Eoghan Vaughan & Sean Phelan.

Galmoy
Club Report

Broadford, Kildare
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Glenmore Juvenile Committee  
Chairperson Bridget Murphy
Vice - chair Pat Dowling
Secretary Ann Jones
Asst. Sec. Aoife Walsh
Treasurer Michael Doherty
Asst. Treas. John Phelan
PRO Pat Phelan
Social Cttee Elma Aylward and 

Stephen Hartley
Fixtures Sec. Eddie Aylward
Committee: Mary Foran, John O'Connor,
Frank Heffernan, Bridget Hennessy,
Victor Mullally, Noel Doherty, Seamus
Boyle, Willie Fitzgerald, Brendan
Deegan, Paddy Murphy and Fidelis
Doherty.
The Committee had a huge year’s work
on hand because of Feile but they rose
to the challenge very well.

Highlight of the Year
Undoubtedly the highlight of the year
was Feile na nGael which was held in
Kilkenny and Carlow. Glenmore played
host to a team from Clonduff, south
County Down who travelled down a day
early given the long trip and the memo-
ries will stay with all the lads involved in
the tournament. 
As Glenmore was a second round venue
the Glenmore GAA club played host not
only to Conduff but also to near neigh-
bours Carrickshock and their visitors,
Tooreen from County Mayo. 

Great Committee and Families
A word of thanks to the host families, the
organising committee, the catering ladies
for all their work and who fed one and all
for it was quite a busy time, all who pre-
pared the field and made everything in
readiness, the umpires and linesmen and
especially the Glenmore Intermediate
Committee for their great assistance. 

Parade
The highlight of the occasion without
doubt was the Feile Parade on the Friday
June 15 and adding a special touch was
the whistle stop helicopter visit by the
President of the GAA, Kilkenny's own
Nicky  Brennan along with Kilkenny
County Board Treasurer and Feile
Committee Chairman Barry Hickey. It
was a great occasion. 
The club congratulates Richie Mullally on
winning another All-Ireland Senior hurling
medal with Kilkenny and thank him for all
his committement and effort. 
Finally a word of thanks to those who
mentor and train the various underage
teams for their time and effort .

Glenmore Feile 2007
Back: Ben Doherty, Paddy Foran, Richard Young, Tom Foran, Brian O’Donoghue, Simon O’Neill, Jim Kenny,
PJ Roche, Thomas Phelan.
Middle: Rory Doherty, Shane Doherty, John Murphy, Mark Aylward, Ben Maher, Richard Walsh, Patrick
Hennessy, David Walsh.
Front: Michael O’Connor, Colm Doherty, Philip Roche, Owen Aylward, Liam Duggan, Adrian Doherty, Luke
Walsh, John Caulfield.

Clonduff, Co. Down

Glenmore
Club Report
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Feile Preparations
The middle of May is when the excite-
ment started. A very exciting day for all
pupils in both boys national and girls
national school as big GAA names DJ
Carey, Joe Dunphy county feile organiz-
er, Liz Howard president of the camogie
association, Liam O’Neill Chairman of
Leinster Council hit town to promote the
2007 Feile. 
Then the weekend of 15th June a sea of
red & white descended on
Graignamangh & no it wasn't anyone
from the rebel county! Trim GAA club and
their u-14 team mentors and parents
arrived into town and Trim Team
Manager John Andrews had his troops
primed and ready for action for the first
game which Trim won.

Much Activity
On Friday evening the clubs headed for
Kilkenny to take part in the Feile parade.
The teams were addressed by President
of GAA Nicky Brennan as the Feile was
officially launched. Following on from our
first defeat there was no joy in Feile 2007
for Graig or our visitors for the weekend.
Congratulations to Bennettsbridge who
won our group stages and went on to win
the Division 3 final. There was plenty of
fun and craic at the BBQ on Saturday.
Well done to the local committee who
plotted and planned the weekend as it
was a job well done. 

Thanks
Thanks must go to our feile co-ordinator
Eamon Lennon, umpires, linesman,
scoreboard man, pitch marker, jersey
washers, all the host families for making
our visitors feel so welcome. Thanks also
to the people who organised marquee,
those who organised the bbq on
Saturday, the tea and sambo brigade,
people who cleaned up on Sunday, peo-

ple who gave us a loan of
equipment.  

Sponsorship
The club would also like to
thank all of our sponsors
and especially Joseph Haire
from Kissanes who spon-
sored the tracksuits for the
Feile. 
A special word has to go to
chief organisers Lillian and
Mary who put a lot of hard
work into what was a very
successful weekend for hurl-
ing in Graignamanagh and
Kilkenny.
Well done to Thomas
O’Donnell who won the local
U-14 skills competition and
the right to represent the
club in the feile skillstar com-
petition prior to the Feile this
year. 

Feile Team 2007:
Michael Bolger, Patrick Dowling, James Meaney, James Doyle, Ciaran Manning, Eoin Bolger, Ciaran O Brien,
Seamus Kavanagh, Bernard Hennessy, Robert Doyle, Lee Kinsella, Kellyann Whelan, Thomas O Donnell,
Ryan O Halloran, Peter Kavanagh, Liam Hearne, Michael Coady, Stephen Browne, Adam Canning, Adam
Kennedy, James Mc Cabe, Bill O Brien, Jack Conran, Jim Ryan & Brandon Fenlon.

Action from Graignamanagh v. Trim, Co. Meath

Trim, Co Meath

Graignamanagh
Club Report
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Feile na Gael
The U-14’s had a very busy year with the
added excitement of Kilkenny hosting the
annual Feile. Competing in Group A pit-
ted our lads against some of the
strongest teams in the country. Our
group consisted of favourites Ballyea
(Clare), Callan and eventual Feile win-
ners Castleknock of Dublin. A tall order
for any small club. GBC Hurling Club
played host to Clare champions, Ballyea,
with every team member providing
accommodation for two of the visiting

team. 

A Great Weekend
The weekend went exceptionally well,
the high point for most being the gather-
ing in Nowlan Park and the parade
through Kilkenny City. The weekend saw
some fantastic games of hurling and the
beginning of some lasting friendships.

A Good Season
The U-14’s competed in Roinn B of the
Hurling League where they got to the

final but were beaten by a strong
Freshford team. They bowed out of the
Hurling Chamionship at the quarter final
stage. 
The U-14 hurlers were successful for the
first time ever in winning the Declan
Byrne Tournament beating O’Loughlin
Gaels in the final. A total of eleven teams
competed in The Declan Byrne tourna-
ment which was held on the 31st March
and 1st April. Graigue Ballycallan over-
came O’Louglins to win the Final, the first
time since the tournament began having
lost out in last year’s final. The winner’s
in the Shield Final were The Emerald’s
who were victorious over Danesfort.

Sympathy
The Graigue Ballycallan GAA Club would
like to take this opportunity to offer its
deepest sympathy to members and
friends of the Club who lost a loved one
during the year.

Club Development
The Graigue Ballycallan and St Brigid’s
Club grounds are continuously been
upgraded with major developments taken
place on the car park and surrounding
areas. At present the entire area around
the dressing rooms is been resurfaced.
When the job is complete, it will be the
envy of many Club’s throughout the
County. The work is been carried out by
the Clubs main sponsor, Keith Gladney
from Gladney Plant Hire.

Graigue Ballycallan Féile Team 2007
1. Brian O’Sullivan 2. Jamie Hogan 3. Daragh Egan 4. Paraic Tynan  5. Conor Cleere 6. John Dunphy 
7. Vincent Teehan 8. Eoin Corcoran  9. Willie O’Connor 10. James Gleeson 11. Ger Teehan 12. Eoin
Robinson 13. Shane Butler 14. PJ Trant 15. Tommy Egan 16. John Doheny 17. David Delaney 18. Conor
Murphy 19. Daniel Cahill 20. Seán Tynan 21. Cathal Dermody 22. Peter Boland 23. Philip Doheny 

Graigue Ballycallan
Club Report

Ballyea, Clare
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A Great Record
James Stephens GAA Club has a most
wonderful record in Féile na Gael over the
years winning six titles in the event. This
record tops the roll of honour alongside Na
Piarsaigh, Cork. 

Two Teams
The decision of James Stephens to enter 2
teams into the Féile NaGael was an excel-
lent move. We entered a Team into Division
1 and another team into Division into 3. It
was a great week-end in which over fifty U-
14 youngsters wore the red & green and
played with great determination for the
Parish of St. Patricks. 
No stone was left unturned to make sure
this event was a memorable one for the
boys. Well done to Co-ordinator Richie
Minogue and his Féile Committee.

Division Three
We hosted Sarsfields of Antrim at
Larchfield.  Excellent goals from the Antrim
side saw them through by three points.
In Palmerstown we played Dicksboro and
lost that game and in our last game we beat
Four Roads, Roscommon. The
Management for both of the games in
Dicksboro involved all of the squad giving
all the subs a great deal of game time and
well done to the U-14 B Féile Management
team of Denis Carney, Neil Lahart, Nicholas
O'Carroll, Pat Murphy.

Division One Battles
In the first game for our A team in
"Monsoon" weather conditions Cork’s
Blackrock drove onto a 4-2 to 0-1 victory
with their physical size the dominant factor .
On Saturday we met Galway Champions
Tynagh-Abbey-Duniry. This was a fantastic
game of hurling but a late scrambled goal
enabled the Galway champions  to draw
the game which sent the Village out of
Féile.The next game for the Village boys was against local
side St. Lachtains  which we won by 4-5 to 1-3. The
Management used this game to ensure All subs got game
time to experience the dream of Féile. This was a special
Féile NaGael and well done to the A Management team of
Kieran McQuillan, Mark Tyrrell, Kieran Brennan, Eamon
Tyrrell, and Denis Carney. 

Feile Peil na nOg
The Village also had a dream week-end in June when they
travelled to Oran GAA Club in Roscommon to represent
Kilkenny in the Féile Peil na nÓg 2007. This was a most
amazing week-end for the squad of players and manage-
ment where James Stephens forged a great relationship
with a small rural GAA Club in Roscommon. James
Stephens won two out of their group games and unfortu-
nately they needed to win all three. Well done to Captain
Luke Hickey and his Squad. James Stephens Feile Football 2007

Management and players on parade at the Feile Peil na nOg 2007 in Hyde Park
Roscommon

James Stephens Féile Division 1 Panel
Back: Thomas Phelan, Harry Wallace, Brendan Dowling, Jack McGrath, Craig Cummins, Declan McQuillan,
Tim Brennan. Middle: Shane O'Neill, Aodhagán Murphy, David Hennessy, Brian Howe, Gary O'Neill, Nathan
Owens, Robbie Hayes, Luke Hickey. Front: Ben Lahart, Andy Hickey, James O'Shea, Diarmuid Cody, Donagh
Carney, Mikey Drennan, Paddy Duggan, Paddy Cantwell.

James Stephens Féile Division 3 Panel 
Back: Robbie Corcoran, Anthony Corr, Richard Kelly, Richard Brennan, Kevin McGrath, Ricky Drennan, Peter
Butler, Niall Mullins. Middle: Jack Cotter, Sean Mulholland, Hugh Lane, William Murphy (Capt), Simon
Cuddihy, Ciarán Madden, Eoin Maher, Ashton McClean. Front: Cormac Connolly, Diarmuid Ryan, Fergal
Lalor, Andy Valentine, Davy Maher, James Tyrrell, Dean Walsh, James Hayden.
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Feile na Gael weekend will certainly live
long in the memories of many Callan
people. Everything that is good in life and
sport was witnessed in our town, cama-
raderie, generosity and a genuine wel-
coming of one community by another
were the hallmarks of this marvellous
sporting occasion. The members of John
Lockes juvenile GAA club can be justifi-
ably proud of their contribution as can
the host families and the community in
general who ensured that Callan was
portrayed in a positive light and a bond
that has been formed between two GAA
clubs which will last for many years to
come. 

Wonderful Visitors
And what of our guests Castleknock
GAA club? It's a club in its infancy, only
formed nine years ago. It's a club of the
highest calibre both on and off the field.
In their short history they have set a
wonderful standard of decency and fair
play and to say that they created such a
positive impression in our town would be
a massive understatement. 
Their achievement of winning the Christy
Ring trophy was matched only by their
courteousness and friendship off the
field. The people of Callan travelled in
huge numbers to Nowlan Park on
Sunday to cheer on the Dublin lads as
the beat Ahane of Limerick on a score
line of 4-08 to 0-03.

Great Preparation and Support
The John Locke's players and mentors
Colin McGrath, Mary Shelly, Derek
Halley and Derek Delaney were
immense in their preparation for Feile.
The highlights for the Callan team were
representing their club, taking part in the
wonderful parade on Friday night and of
course beating their near neighbours and
rivals Graigue/Ballycallan in the final
Feile game when they stuck to their task
well having suffered two earlier defeats. 
Thanks to the host families, Scriven,
Kerwick, Phelan, Shelly, McGrath,
Corcoran, Byrne, Bryan, McDowell,
Lyons, Maher and Phelan's of Newtown
take a big bow and well done to all.
Thanks to the ladies team of Ann
Corcoran, Josie Doheny, Marie Buckley,
Sinead Butler and Elaine Knox did Trojan
work for the weekend feeding the multi-
tudes.
Each Castleknock player was presented
with a commemorative polo shirt by the
John Lockes Club. Castleknock chairman
Eamonn Connor accepted a presentation
piece of Kilkenny Crystal from Bosco
Bryan.Callan CBS School Visitation

JOHN LOCKES FEILE MENTORS AND PANEL
Back: Mary Shelly, Eric Keogh, Ruairi Kennedy, David Phelan, Cathal Byrne, Gary Lyons, Jack McDowell,
Adam Phelan, Eoin McGrath, Matthew Bergin, Graham Bergin, Mark Morris, James Condon, Mark Shelly,
Eoin Kennedy, Colin McGrath, Derek Delaney
Front: Liam Byrne, Nicholas Roche, DJ Bergin, Peter Funchion, Jack Purcell, Sean Tierney. 

Twins on a Mission!!
John Lockes twins Ruairi and Eoin Kennedy with Castleknock twins Brian and Andrew Hughes after the

team's game at John Locke Park. 

John Lockes
Club Report
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Feile 2007
The club developed a Juvenile Section in
2007. The ever reliable Joe Quinn took over
as Chairman of that section with Margaret
Costello as Secretary and Cathleen Hayes
as Treasurer. They organising over sixty
beds for the visiting teams and officials
along with entertainment, food, decorations
and much, much more. These people (too
many to mention) deserve great credit for a
job extremely well done. The Feile weekend
was the highlight of the year and was
acknowledged by all as a fantastic success.
There was a carnival atmosphere with the
smell of barbeque cooking and the arrival of
the GAA president by helicopter added to
the excitement of young and old. The visiting
teams of Castlebar Mitchels in hurling and
Na Brideoga of Mayo in camogie helped in
no small way to the success of the weekend.
They were a credit to their Mentors and their
Clubs. 

Hurling Action
Kilmacow were in division 3 of the Feile
Hurling competition. The first match was
with Castlebar Mitchels. The Mayo lads
acquitted themselves very well but eventual-
ly went down to the home side. On Saturday
morning Kilmacow had a really tough match
with an excellent team from Ballyduff of
Kerry. A number of the Ballyduff team were
exceptionally talented and were three points
ahead going into the final moments of the
game when up stepped the ever reliable and
County U-14 player John Hayes who struck
an unstoppable free to the back of the
Ballyduff net for a draw game. Following a
tired win over Piltown, Kilmacow finished
level on points with Ballyduff . The section
was decided on frees and Kilmacow went
through to the Semi final with Sarsfield of
Antrim. This game should only be remem-
bered for the outstanding performance of the
Kilmacow lads who went on to meet
Bennettesbridge in an excellent final where
they were eventually defeated. Well done to
all including the management team of
Michael Hayes, James O'Neill, Niall
Blanchfield & Richard Kearns.

Thanks 
We wish to extend our sincere thanks to our
many sponsors. A special word of thanks
also to those club members who helped to
fundraise and organise the numerous events
during the year. To all those who helped with
and managed the many teams in the Club
we are grateful.

Sympathy
The death occurred during the year of Den
Sutton, a loyal Club man.  We would like to
extend our sympathy to his wife & family.
We would also like to extend our sympathy
to Michael Hayes on the death of his mother,
Anna and Trevor Grant on the death of his
father, Pat.  
Ar dheis Dé go raibh siad .

Feile Skills Winner
John Hayes winner of the County U-14 Skills Competition is presented with the Shield by Joe Pyke.
John was also selected on the County U-14 team for the Tony Forristal Tournament

Action from éile Final Bennettsbridger v Kilmacow

Kilmacow
Club Report

Castlebar Mitchells, Mayo
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Great Excitement
Lisdowney U-14 team enjoyed a very
exciting and rewarding Feile na nGael
competition this year. We were hosts to
Derry club, Eoghan Rua. 
The competition itself started on Friday
afternoon with After winning our opening
match against Eoghan Rua everybody
headed to Kilkenny for the Feile parade
which was a marvellous occasion despite
the ever present threat of rain.
Lisdowney was a hive of activity on
Saturday 16th June as  teams from
Derry, Down, St Martins, Kilkenny and
Lisdowney all gave great performances
of hurling  in their bid to go forward to the
semi finals.
Lisdowney played Eire Og, Carrickmore

from Tyrone and beat them on a score-
line of 2-4 to1-2. They then went on to
play St. Martin’s in a local derby match
and won by 2-10 to 2-3.

Semi-Final
Lisdowney topped the group and quali-
fied to play in the Div. 4 semi-final on
Saturday evening in Danesfort.
Lisdowney played with great skill defeat-
ed Tooreen of Mayo by 7-6 to 0-5. The
planned barbeque had to be deferred
because of the early morning start on
Sunday but no one complained. We had
reached the final.

Brave Bid for Victory!
Sunday morning saw us play in the divi-
sion 4 final against Keady, Co Antrim
Lisdowney started very well and were in
control for the first ten minutes.
Eventually however the physically
stronger Keady team gained dominance
and scored two goals from which
Lisdowney never seemed to recover. The
second half saw Lisdowney launch attack
after attack but unfortunately they just
couldn’t convert their chances. The
match ended with Keady winning by2-5
to 1-4. So near and yet so far!

What a Weekend!
A thank you note from Eoghan Rua club
said that ‘Feile illustrated what makes the
GAA great - the people who work tire-
lessly in their clubs day in day out" to
make such memorable occasions for
young hurlers.
In summary, Feile was brilliant. Our visi-
tors Eoin Ruadh were a credit to their
club and county and we hope they
enjoyed their stay. The organization of
Feile was top class and the Lisdowney
team made us all feel very proud of their
exploits as they represented our parish in
Feile 2007.

Lisdowney  Feile 2007  
Back: Edward Connery, Jack Dunphy, William Kenny, Niall Buckley, Brian O’Carroll, Owen Walsh.
Middle: Clare Phelan, Shane Ruth, Edward Kenny, George Healy, Ciaran Bergin, Andrew Hickey, Simon
Randall.
Front: Michael Kenny, Aoife Murphy, Kevin Sweeney, Shane Brophy, Ciaran O Carroll, Kieran Skehan, Owen
Lyons.

Ready to March!
Lisdowney Feile team with their banner in Nowlan Park.

EEoogghhaann  RRuuaa,,  CCoolleerraaiinnee,,  CCoo..  DDeerrrryy
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Feile na Gael 2007
The highlight of the hurling year was the
Feile which was a major success
throughout the county. This club was
host to the Faythe Harriers from Wexford
and the home side gained victory over
their visitors on the Friday afternoon
before both sides travelled to the open-
ing parade in Kilkenny. The Saturday
morning saw the home side take on
Ahane from Limerick. The sides could
not be separated with both sides winning
their remaining games. A playoff took
place and unfortunately Ahane emerged
victorious. This was a great effort from
our players considering Ahane contested
the Division 1 final on Sunday. We would
like to thank all those who helped in any
way to make our visitors feel welcome
throughout the weekend.

Remainder of Year
The Feile was important but others sec-
tors of the club had some notable suc-
cess. The U13 team gained a much mer-
ited victory in the Waterford City League
defeating neighbours Slieverue in the
final. The younger children had great fun
on Thursday evenings and Sunday morn-
ings and contested tournaments in
Roanmore, Dicksboro and De Le Salle. 
Our U14 side failed to match the dizzy
heights of the Feile and were defeated in
the championship by Freshford. The U16
side fared much better beating
O’Loughlins in a playoff to reach the
county semi-final. However Barrow
Rangers proved too strong for our lads.
The Minor team were considered the
flagship side of the season and having
beaten Barrow Rangers and O’Loughlins
hopes were high of reaching the county
final. However expectation can lead to
disaster and James Stephens shattered
the dream in the semi finals. 

Adult Competition
The Intermediate side gained a good vic-
tory in the Shield Final over Freshford in
Nowlan Park. However this performance
failed to be delivered in the champi-
onship where we went out tamely to
Clara. The Junior side competed well all
year but came unstuck against
Dunnamaggin in the southern
Championship. The Special Junior team
were outclassed by a far superior
Graignamanagh in the Championship. 

Development
The club now has a fabulous facility in
place with two superb pitches that are a
credit to all those who have invested so
much time and money. We would like to
thank all those who have contributed to
this project over the past 12 months. 

Other 
We extend sympathy to all club members
who have experienced bereavement in
the past 12 months. Ar dheis Dé go raibh
a n-anam!    
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Mooncoin Féile Panel 2007
1. Conor Brophy Number 2. Jason Savage 3. Ian Walsh 4. J.J Hassett 5. Walter Crowley 6. Shane Walsh
7. Stephen Wall 8. Niall Madden 9. Marcus Dunlea 10 Cathal Quigley 11. David Kearns 12. Conor Frisips
13. Aidan Tracey 14. JohnPatrick Purcell 15. Cormac Fleming 16. Niall Gallagher 17. Sarah Crowley 18.
Liam O`Brien 19. Eathan Doyle 20. Hannah Ryan 21. John Fitzgerald 22. Patrick Wall 23. Eoin Dowling.

Faythe Harriers, Wexford

Mooncoin - Roinn B Schools Football Champions
2007
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Officers:
Chairman: Larry Maher
Vice-Chairman : Nicky Morrissey
Secretary: Paddy Morrissey
Treasurer: Patsy Murphy
For the first year in a while Muckalee
football teams failed to capture any sil-
verware in the championship. However,
the senior football team did win the
league and the junior team reached the
county final, so it wasn’t such a bad year
after all. 
The senior team had wins against
Kilmoganny and Dicksboro while they

drew against Railyard and Mullinavat.
They qualified for the league final where
they came up against neighbours Erin’s
Own. They beat Erin’s Own in
Ballyragget on a scoreline of 2--15 to 1--
9 to capture their first league title. Hopes
were high of having a good run in the
championship but they made a shock
exit in their first game of the champi-
onship, the quarter final, when they were
beaten by an under strength O’ Loughlin
Gaels.
The junior team had a great run in the
league and championship. In the league

section they beat Lisdowney and Clara.
Graiguenamanagh beat them   
They qualified for the county champi-
onship quarter final where they beat
Railyard by six points. In the semi final
they came up against southern side,
Windgap. After a closely fought contest
they emerged winners by the tightest of
margins and thus qualified for their first
county junior final since 1973. 
Another joust against Graiguenamanagh
was what awaited them. This time our
junior team showed great battling quali-
ties but had to give second best eventu-
ally and were beaten.
Our u-21 side reached the county final of
the ‘A’ championship without having to
kick a ball. They received walkovers from
Conahy Shamrocks and Mullinavat. This
fact certainly didn’t help them when they
faced Erin’s Own in the final. They were
beaten by 0--9 to0--5 on the day.

Developement  

The biggest development that Muckalee
Football Club has ever undertaken was
completed in October with the installation
of floodlighting and the drainage of the
pitch. The installation of the 500 lux stan-
dard floodlighting sees Muckalee’s pitch
with the highest level of lighting system
in the county at present. It was great to
have them switched on for the first time
just before St. Martins senior hurling
team took on Carrickshock in the quarter
final of the county championship and
they proved to of enormous benefit from
then on, right up to the final.   
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MMuucckkaalleeee  --  CCoouunnttyy  JJuunniioorr  FFoooottbbaallll  FFiinnaalliissttss  22000077
BBaacckk: Niall Clancy, Thomas Dowling, Caleb Daly, Shane Cadogan, David Shore, Darren Holohan, John Coonan, Robert Shore, Richard Nolan, Niall
Maloney, Eoin Maher, Paddy Nolan, Dermot Comerford, Tom Agar.
FFrroonntt:: Larry Maher, Mick Keane, Brian Mulhall, Paul Brennan, Brian Cadogan, Nicky Purcell, Fionn :Lawlor, Niall Moran, Shane Comerford, John
Dooley, Don Callanan, Pádraig & Alannah Keegan.

Photos Eoin Hennessy
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Great Occasion
Féile na nGael 2007 was a memorable
occasion in the lives of all G.AA support-
ers in Mullinavat. Our visitors were
Camross, Laois (hurling) and Oliver
Plunketts, Dublin (camogie). Both clubs
left with good memories also, as it was a
most enjoyable weekend for everyone. 

Shootout!
What drama we had on Saturday in
Mullinavat GAA grounds with a three-way
shootout in the camogie division.
Toomevara, Windgap and Oliver
Plunketts had finished level on points.
Under the rules of Féile there was a
shootout with each team taking frees
from the '45 metre line. Toomevara went
first and scored two and as none of the
others scored they went through to the
quarterfinal where they too were knocked
out. It was a tense afternoon and
although Camross won their group, the
eventual finalists St. John's from Belfast
beat them. 

Social Entertainment
On Saturday night a barbecue was held
in the hurling field. A marquee was erect-
ed and this proved to be a great event,
which was thoroughly enjoyed by all
present. 
Our visitors returned home on Sunday
morning with new friendships formed and
plans for future meetings in the pipeline. 

Return Trip
These plans were realised in November
when we were invited to pay a return trip
to Camross. This proved to be a very
successful outing and was thoroughly
enjoyed by everyone. The hospitality
shown by our Camross hosts was won-
derful and a new bond has been forged
between our two clubs. 

Sterling Work
Well done to the hardworking committees
from the camogie and hurling clubs. You
did a fine job! 
Well done too to our young hurlers and
camogie players. You may not have won
but you performed very creditably in very
competitive divisions. 
For one weekend at least it was not
results that mattered. 
Neither of our clubs won their games but
we were all winners and we were all
enriched by the experience. 
It was a privilege to have participated in
the most important event in the Kilkenny
GAA calendar of 2007 .A weekend to
savour, for everyone involved.

Mullinavat Féile na nGael camogie panel 2007
Back: Aisling McDonald, Marian Grennan,  Sarah Lawrence, Ciara Holden ,Rebecca Holden, Eimear Kinsella,
Eilís Walsh. Middle: Eimear Law, Joanne Brennan, Joanne Butler,  Áine Kinsella, Marie Murphy, Niamh Barry,
Rachel Kent. Front: Katie Kent, Danielle Catt, Sarah Fitzpatrick, Gemma Aylward, Gretta Ryan, Tracey
Lawrence, Niamh Walsh, Rebecca Haberlin. Missing from photo: Julie Anne Malone, Laura Whelan.

Mullinavat Féile na nGael hurling panel 2007
Back: Christopher Browne, Simon Aylward, John McCabe, Thomas Aylward, Pat Mulhearn, Mark Mansfield,
Niall Mulhearn, Conor Frisby. Middle: Matthew Reid,  Robert Malone, John Walsh, John Fitzpatrick, Liam
Fennelly, Liam Walsh, Darren Waters, Patrick Murphy. 
Front: Brian Phelan, Mark Ryan , Conor Duggan, Michael Jones, Vincent Ryan, Killian Dunphy, Damien
Aylward,  Shane Power.

Camross, Co. Laois hosted by Mullinavat GAA

Mullinavat
Club Report

129

Mullinavat.qxp  29/11/2007  14:51  Page 1

 
                                 KILKENNY GAA YEARBOOK 2007



Executive Committee 2007
Chairman Michael Nolan
Vice-Chairman Martin Hanlon
Secretary Margaret Hanlon
Finance Joe Nolan
Hurling/Football Sean Tyrrell
Juv Chairman Paul Cleere
Pavilion Benny Walsh
Grounds Paddy Greene
Social Nigel Leydon
Development Colman Loughnane
Handball Con Moore
Membership Margueritte O'Connor
PRO Benny Cleere
Co. Board Del. Martin Brennan

Great Feile
Feile na nGael
2007 proved to be
very successful for
both club and coun-
ty.
The organisational
skills and voluntary
ethos of the GAA in
Kilkenny was seen
to great effect and
provided huge
enjoyment to thou-
sands of young
boys and girls. Our
teams hosted
Oulart the Ballagh
in Camogie and
Loughmore
Castleiney  in the
hurling - we take
this opportunity to

thank both sets of players and officials
for their visit and appreciation shown.

Thanks
The grounds and buildings were in splen-
did condition and received high praise
from Nicky Brennan, Liz Howard and
Ned Quinn on their visit.Special thanks to
the hard work of Conor Denieffe on the
Co. Committee and to John Wemyss for
heading Feile 2007 at club level.

On the Playing Field
Feile 2007 on the hurling field exceeded
all expectations of even the most opti-
mistic followers. The form shown by the
young lads in games prior to the Feile
was cast away for a magical weekend

which saw them qualify from their group
undefeated beating Loughmore
Castleiney on the Friday evening in a
cracker, and then following up with two
more wins on the Saturday against
Castlelyons of Cork and a strong Clara
team. 

Sole Kilkenny Representatives
They were to be the sole representatives
from Kilkenny in the semi-finals of the A
competition. The dream ended on
Saturday night in Hugginstown when a
strong  and skilful Ahane from Limerick
beat them. Again the youngsters showed
great courage and fought tooth and nail
to the end.

LLoouugghhmmoorree  CCaassttlleeiinneeyy,,  CCoo  TTiipppp

O’Loughlin Gaels
Club Report
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Officers 2007
Chairman John Maher
Secretary Bill Costello
Treasurer Cepta Brennan
P.R.O. Jackie Norris
Co. Board Rep. Eddie Blackmore

Club Development
Our floodlit all weather field is in huge
demand for both training sessions and
matches by teams from Kilkenny,
Waterford and Tipperary along with
Waterford I.T., All-Ireland winning col-

leges De La Salle and Kildalton, senior
camogie teams, Ladies football and all
conquering Ballyhale Shamrocks. A 60m
x 40m warm up/skills area is currently
being developed.  The club website has
been developed over the year (www.pil-
town.kilkenny.gaa.ie)

Juvenile Section Officers 2007
Chairman Philip Walsh
Secretary Helen Kinsella
Treasurer Vincent Fortune
PRO Seamus Norris

2007 has been a fantastic year
for juvenile hurling in Piltown.  It
started with a 3-8 to 4-4 victory
by the Schools hurling team
over Ballyhale in the Roinn B
County Final at Nowlan Park.
This meant it was a unique
schools hurling/football double
for the school year 2006/07.  A
unique treble was narrowly
missed a week later in Nowlan
Park when the Country Cup was
lost to The Rower by 1-6 to 1-8.

Féile Na nGael 
Feile returned to Piltown in June
as the club hosted Ballyduff
from County Kerry. Although
success on the field was not
achieved, the weekend was a
fabulous success from a social
and organisational point of view. 

Thanks
The club would like sincerely
thank every player, selector,
trainers, committee members,

bar staff, FAS Worker and all who lent a
hand both on and off the field during the
year. A special thanks to all our sponsors
whose generosity helps meet the grow-
ing costs of running the club and espe-
cially our main sponsor Iverk Produce.

Sympathy
The sympathy of the club is extended to
all the families within the parish who lost
a loved one during the year

Piltown Under-14 Féile na nGael Hurling Team 
Back: Eoin Dunphy, Ian Flynn, Shane Doody, Niall Norris, Kevin McNamara, Ciaran Fortune, Kevin Walsh, David Dunne
Middle: Donal Ryan, Barry Whelan, Thomas Talbot, David Kinsella, Richie Phelan, David Burchill, Nollaig Brophy, Christopher Shum
Front: Aidan Ryan, Aaron Holden, Luke West, Tadgh Whelan, Dean Brophy, Damien Foley, Jamie Murphy.

Piltown
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Ballyduff, Kerry
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Our Visitors
Our visiting club Slaughtneil (Robert Emmets)
from County Derry arrived by Bus on
Thursday evening. Robert Emmets is one of
the strongest Hurling Clubs in Derry and
among their impressive achievements are 5
Senior, 4 Intermediate, 4 Minor and 3 U-14
County titles since their foundation in 1953. 
On Friday we played Robert Emmets in the
first group game. The Derry boys proved too
strong and were very impressive winners.
Both hurling teams and the U-14 Camogie
team and all of the various Officials, mentors
and parents travelled by Bus to Nowlan Park
for the Parade, all kitted out in club colors.
The weather did not dampen the enthusiasm
and excitement of the hurlers and camogie
players who participated in the Parade.

Saturday Hurling
It was an early start on Saturday with both
Robert Emmets and The Rower-Inistioge
Teams playing the final group games in St
Mullins. The local team again found the oppo-
sition too strong going down to St Mullins and
to Bray Emmetts. Our visiting team- Robert
Emmets defeated the Carlow team in their first
game and after a thriller, edged out the
Wicklow boys in the final group game, to
emerge as Group Winners and advance to the
semi finals of Division 2. 
During our visit to St.Mullins it was announced
that The Rower Inistioge U-14 Hurling Team
had won the prize for been the best presented
Kilkenny Team during the parade on the previ-
ous night in Kilkenny. Team Captain Oisin
Crotty accepted the Prize on behalf of the
Team from Mr. Jerome Conway – Chairman of
Choiste Naisiunta.
On Saturday evening, all of the local team
traveled to Myshall  to support Robert Emmets
in their semi final game with
Castletowngeoghagan of Westmeath.

Unfortunately the Westmeath Boys proved far
too strong. 
On Saturday evening the GAA and Camogie
Clubs hosted a Barbeque in Inistioge for the
visiting Party from Derry and for the local U-14
Hurlers and Camogie players together with
their Parents, Club Officials and supporters.

Chairman of Bord na nOg Michael Tierney
made a presentation to Robert Emmets of 2
dozen Hurleys, made locally by Tim Kelly, to
mark their visit to Inistioge. He then made a
presentation to Jack Lyng- Club Chairman of a
beautiful Bronze Statue in mark their visit to
the Rower-Inistioge.

Rower - Inistioger in Marching Formation in St. Kieran’s College

Robert Emmets, Slaughtneil, Derry

Rower Inistioge
Club Report
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Rower Inistioge - Country Cup Champions 2007
Back; Kieran Meaney, Sean Grace, Darragh Kennedy, Kelly Hamilton,  William  Allen, Neil Walsh, Shane Foskin, Luke Tennyson, Patrick Lyng,  David

Lyster,  James Leahy,  Patrick O Carroll.
Front; Tony Whelan, Jim Murphy, Pat Lyng, Sam Watkin, Darragh Joyce, Ciaran Ryan (Capt),  Richie Leahy, Shane Ryan, Cathal Bolger,  Diarmuid O

Brien, Dylan Kehoe, Dean Hamilton, David Kelly, Kevin Murphy. Missing from Photo; John Murphy, Michael Barco.
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Feile 2007 – the Slieverue Experience
When news was at first conveyed to the
club that the county would be hosting
Feile na nGael in 2007 it was received
with enthusiasm at all levels.
From early on in the year the U 14
coaches got their campaign underway.
Led by Pat Power with Willie Mullally,
Enda Walsh and Terry Brophy in strong
support the panel was put through
dozens of coaching sessions and many
challenge matches were organised.
By the time Friday, June 15th arrived
everything was in place and the team,
the grounds and the clubrooms were
ready and looking resplendent as never
before.

When our guests from Manorhamilton
arrived they were entertained to refresh-
ments and made very welcome – the
welcome however did not extend to per-
mitting them to win the match!
After tea both teams left for Kilkenny to
participate, in what is probably for most,
the highlight of the weekend - namely the
Feile parade. For the participants it is a
wonderful experience, to be the centre of
attention, with bands, television cameras
and a commentary by the ‘great man’
himself.
The remaining group matches were in
Windgap on Saturday. What a day it
turned out to be! The team won qualifica-
tion for the semi-finals and duly won
through to the final. To complete a joyous
day, Uachtarain CLG, Niochlas O
Braonain, arrived by helicopter and met
all the teams.
Our final was in O’Loughlin Gael’s
grounds on Sunday morning. 
The atmosphere was wonderful for the
players; the crowd, the pristine condition
of the pitch and the parade of the teams
before the match, all contributed to a
memorable occasion. 
The match was most exciting and the big
support for both teams added greatly to
the occasion. Unfortunately at the end
our team was beaten by three points
resulting in great, great, disappointment
for players, mentors and supporters. The
presentation of runners-up medals by the
Uachtarain however was a significant
solace for the players.
The year of the Feile will be long remem-
bered in the parish. Umpires and linesmen for our home match

Jamie O Brien, Kieran Dowling, Jamie Murphy, Patrick Murphy, Brian Grant, Ricky Hogan

Wayne Greenan receives his medal from an
tUachtarain, Niochlas OBraonain

Slieverue Feile 2007
Back: Pat Power, Terry Brophy, Helena Dowling, Stephen Plunkett, Jack Haberlin, Sean Byrne, Willie Mullally,Sean Keogh, Cormac Kenny, Aaron Cullinane, Eoin
Kenny, Joe Irish, Stephen Dolan, Casey Lawlor, PJ Mylett, Dylan Gath, Bill Irish, Dylan Haberlin, Peter Kenny, Enda Walsh
Front: Andrew Cuddy, Kevin Hennessy, Luke Walsh, Kate Croke, Amy Alcock, Wayne Greenan, Christopher Mc Donald, Stephen Keane, Andrew Irish.

Slieverue
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Superb New Facilities
In Freshford the main concern before
Féile na nGael was would the new
G.A.A. clubhouse be ready on time?
Great credit is due to club officials and
builder Tony Rafter Construction for com-
pleting the project by mid-June. The new
facilities were put into immediate use on
Friday 15th. as the visiting hurling team
from Tynagh/Abbey Duniry (Galway) and
the visiting camogie team from Milford in
Cork were received by officials from the
GAA and Camogie clubs. 

First Match
In the first hurling game, St. Lachtain's
hosted the Galway champions. In a top
class game, Freshford fought hard but a
goal either side of half time swung the
game for the Galway boys. St. Lachtain's
were unfortunate to have one of their
most influential players, centre-back
Philip Campion, injured during this game.

He played no further part in the tourna-
ment. Despite his absence all the
Freshford players performed outstanding-
ly but special mention must be made of
Liam Hickey's contribution of eight
points. Odrán Waldron scored the
remaining point. The final score was:
Tynagh/ Abbey Duniry 2-8, St. Lachtain's
0-9. 
Friday night was occupied by the Féile
parade. On view for the first time was the
club's new banner, designed and painted
by Larry Hamilton, which was very
favourably received. 

Busy Saturday
On Saturday morning St. Lachtain's were
pitted against Cork champions Blackrock.
Lachtain's again performed admirably
and took the game to their illustrious
opponents. The final score, Blackrock 2-
8, St. Lachtain's 0-2, did not reflect the
closeness of the exchanges. Simon

Rafter and Jack Cleere got Freshford's
points. Special mention here of James
Maher's marking of Blackrock's well-tout-
ed corner forward, Denis Lennon's per-
formance at number 6 and the outstand-
ing display of Simon Rafter.
St. Lachtain's final game was against
James Stephens. The team was again
unfortunate when Colin Corcoran was
injured. The boys gave it their all but
tiredness took its toll. The final score was
James Stephen's 4-5, St. Lachtain's 1-3. 

Club officials, members and supporters
acknowledge the efforts put in by the
players and team officials Jim Lyng, J.J.
Donnelly, John Kennedy, Liam Walsh,
Terry Campion and Andy Cleere. To have
given such creditable performances in
Division One of Féile na nGael against
the champions of Cork and Galway and
six times Féile winners James Stephens
will long remain a source of pride for St.
Lachtain's. 
Saturday's activities finished with a disco
for locals and visitors at the clubhouse.
This was the only occasion a complaint
was made during the weekend and it
was that there were too many adults
present at the disco! 

Final Presentations
On Sunday morning both visiting and
local teams attended 11.00 o'clock Mass
before the visitors took their leave. St.
Lachtain's received a presentation of
Galway crystal from the Tynagh/Abbey
Duniry team as a token of appreciation
for the weekend and Bord na nÓg chair-
man Johnny Fitzpatrick presented the
Galway team with a memento of their
visit to Freshford. Before the gathering
broke up, the loudest cheer was
reserved for Féile na nGael Official
Paddy White to acknowledge his contri-
bution to the organising of Féile 2007.   
Thanks to everyone who helped to make
the weekend such a success, especially
the Field Committee led Jim Marnell and
his co-workers Martin Power, the two
Paddy Butlers, John Kennedy, JJ
Donnelly and Paddy White. 
The catering team led by Kathleen
Guinan, Eileen Marnell and Mary Nolan
performed heroically when feeding the
multitudes. This made a great impression
on our Galway and Cork visitors. 
Thanks also to the following: Bord na
nÓg secretary Mary Neary; Brian and
John Kennedy, Jim Costelloe, William
Walsh, Tom Hayes, Mark Kavanagh,
John Flynn, Mark Nolan; John
Fitzpatrick, John Treacy, Mick Burke, Jim
Delaney, Paddy Butler and Chef d'Equipe
for the weekend Brenda Cooper!

St Lachtain’s Féile Panel 2007
1. Jack Cleere 2. Liam Hickey 3. Brendan Quinn 4. Criomhthann Bergin 5. Matthew Phelan 6. Philip Campion
7. Michael Neary 8. James Maher 9. Robert Barnaville 10. Simon Rafter 11. David Allen 12. Denis Lennon 
13. Darragh Walsh 14. Ódrán Waldron 15. Shane Donnelly 16. Jamie Burke 17. Ryan Hughes 18. Fintan
White 19. Niall Cooper 20. Colin Corcoran 21. John Bergin 22. Jack Boland 23. Shea Burke 
24. Alexander Rafter 

St Lachtain’s
Club Report

Tynagh/Abbey Duniry (Galway)
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2007 has been a historic year for
St.Martin’s hurling club we celebrate the
twenty- fifth anniversary of our amalga-
mation and we also reached a senior
county final after a sixteen-year wait.

For many in the parish of
Ballyfoyle/Coon/Muckalee the 2007 Feile
will live long in the memory. Preparations
began as early as January as the Bord
na ‘Og elected a sub committee to look
after the event.

The first big event of the Feile arrived
when the school visits commenced. Both
Muckalee N.S and Coon N.S were
decked out in full club and county colours
and credit must go to the people involved
in decorating both. President Nickey
Brennan and James McGarry were
among the guests for the school visita-
tions.

On the 15th of June the young men and
their mentor’s, families and supporters
from Eire Og, Carrickmore, Co. Tyrone
arrived at the Vaults in Castlecomer
where they were treated to some light
refreshments before the first game of the
2007 Feile na Gael took place in Hunt’s
pitch Muckalee.

The game proved to be a tight tough
affair with St. Martin’s just about shading
it. On Saturday in Lisdowney, St. Martin’s
easily brushed aside the challenge of
their Derry opponent’s whilst Eire ’Og
were again unlucky to lose by a score or
two to the hosts, Lisdowney. 

In the final games Eire Og finally regis-
tered their first win of the tournament
with a fine victory over Derry but St.
Martin’s failed to qualify for the semi final
when they lost out to Lisdowney.

After the final games both teams visited
the historical Dunmore Caves where
tales of the Vikings and Witches were
told by the hospitable staff.

Saturday was rounded off by a BBQ by
Dick Dooley and a disco in Coon hall. On
Sunday morning in Coon pitch a diplo-
matic draw was played out by both sides.

Great credit must go to both sets of
organising committee’s for the wonderful
weekend had by all, whilst the real win-
ners of the weekend were the young
men on both sets of teams who made so
many new friends over the weekend and
had so many wonderful memories to
enjoy.
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St Martin’s Féile Panel 2007
1. Jason Shore 2. Alan Kelly 3. Jason Allen 4. Shane Egan 5. Alan Lawlor 6. Ruairi Kinsella 7. Shane Dowling
8. Luke Maher  9. Adrian Farrell 10. Donal Shore 11. Thomas Walsh 12. Shane Kinsella 13. David Walsh 14.
David Breen 15. Jack Dowling 16. Patrick Brennan 17. Stephen Walsh 18. Nigel Agars 19. Joshua Dowling 20.
Damien Egan 21. William Trousdell 22. Martin Healy 23. Ronan Tynan 24. Stephen Casey 

Eire Óg, Carrickmore

Féile Visit to Muckalee NS
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Féile Visitors
St. Patricks hosted Down side Portaferry
for the Féile weekend and in the first
game took the points thanks to a last
minute goal. On Saturday the  club host-
ed a round of camogie games with the
hurlers traveling to Castlecomer where
they had a good win over the home side
and neighbors  Erin's Own. In the decid-
ing game in the group they went down by
five points   to the Meath champions
Kiltale who had also  represented their
county in Feile na nGael in Cork last
year.

Parade
Having taken in the Féile parade in
Nowlan Park on Friday evening the club
organized a disco in the club house for
the visiting teams with a get  together in
Hogan's for the mentors and officials.  

More Success
As the year progressed the side went on
to capture a the under fourteen  Roinn B
county championship when they beat
Bennetsbridge in the final on a
Ballyragget 3-10, Bennetsbridge 0-15
scoreline. This was an outstanding u-14
team that trained twice a week in all
weather and helped one another out
with some great team play. A feature of
the team  under trainers and mentors
Brian Phelan, Seamus Lacey, Seamus
Kelly, Niall Bolger, and Lar McEvoy was
the evenness of the side where you
could not pick a player of the year
because as they were all as great as
each other.

Panel
The Under 14 panel was Jason Nolan,
Luke Healy, Paddy McEvoy, Bill Butler,
Lorcan Price, Robbie Healy (Capt),

Brendan Neary, Connor Bolger, Eoin
Bergin, Mark Staunton, Brendan Brophy,
Tracy Brennan, Jack Ryan, Kevin
Kelly, David Kelly, Fabian Jacob, Sean

Gleeson, Laura Delaney, Kate Holland,
Shane Glennon, Robert Dooley, Kevin
Fitzpatrick
Club PRO Breda Delaney
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Ballyragget GNS Féile Visit
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Old Feile Hands!
Having competed in both football and
camogie Feile competitions in the past
few years, Thomastown welcomed the
opportunity to host a club in Feile na
nGael 2007. Both clubs came from
Limerick, Newcastle West were hosted
by Thomastown's camogie team while
the hurlers came from the historic Ahane
GAA club.  

Match Action
Newcastle West defeated Thomastown,

O'Loughlin's and Oulart the Ballagh
before losing to Milford of Cork in the
semi-final. Ahane had an action packed
road to the Feile final, they opened with
a victory over Thomastown on Friday
evening. 
A draw with Mooncoin meant that they
had to defeat Faythe Harriers to have
any chance of progressing. Ahane
showed no sign of nerves and cruised
past Harriers with a top-class second half
display. Both Mooncoin and Ahane fin-
ished level and a 45-yard free shoot out

was required. 
Once again the sides couldn't be sepa-
rated and the shoot-out went to sudden
death, in the end it was Killian Enright
that pointed the winning free, setting up a
semi final with O'Loughlin's. The semi
final, played at 7:30 on Saturday evening
clashed with the epic Tipperary-Limerick
but by the time the game started,
Limerick were 12 points behind and most
of the travelling support had lost hope.
Ahane defeated O'Loughlin's and as fans
returned to their cars, they heard reports
of a miracle come-back in the Munster
Championship. Most made it back to
Thomastown in time to see Andrew
O'Shaughnessy point the equalising '65'
on the big screen that had been set up in
a marquee in the club grounds. 
Ahane took great encouragement from
the passionate display of their county
stars but simply could not cope with the
physical play of Castleknock of Dublin.
Ahane will no doubt be happy with their
weekend, and immediately began plan-
ning for the football Feile which they also
represent Limerick in later in June. 
As is common in the Feile, live long
friendships and strong club links were
created over the three day celebration of
our games.

Details! Details! Details!

Final preparations such as these make grennan one
of the finest venues for Gaelic Games in Ireland. 
Some high level last  minute painting in preparation

for Feile.

Thomastown Féile Panel 2007
1. Darragh O'Mahoney,  2. Liam O'Shea,  3. Shane O'Neill,  4. Kieran Treacy,  5. Eoin Manning,  6. Barry
Whelan,  7. Gary Mason,  8. Andrew Keogh,  9. Luke Blanchfield,  10. Thomas O'Hanrahan,  11. Gary
Lehane,  12. Eddie Corrway,  13. Robert O'Hanrahan,  14. Mark Walsh,  15. Kevin Butler,  16. Neil O'Meara,
17. Michael Donnelly,  18. Adrian Burke,  19. Brian Bradshaw,  20. Jamie Minougue,  21. Neil McGrath.

Thomastown
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Ahane, Limerick, Christy Ring Cup Finalists 2007
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Club Officers
President: Dick Walsh (Church)
Chairman Dick Walsh
Secretary; Simon Walton
Treasurer: Tom Cleere
Juv. Chair: Derek Holmes
Juv. Sec: Maary Hogan
Juv. Treas: Catherine Holmes

What a Weekend!
This was a very special year for
Tullaroan and our Feile  team was Feile
was hosted by Kilkenny.
We were delighted to host Naas, Co.
Kildare and a wonderful feast of hurlign
took place throughout the weekend.
The Parade of all participating teams and
mentors in Feile was one of the many
highlights of the weekend. 
Great credit must be given to Bord an
nOg and the Feile Committee under
Barry Hickey fortheir outstandign organi-
sation not just over the weekend but for
long before that to ensure that all opera-
tions ran smoothly.

Games Action
Tullaroan had a very young team this
year and we were beaaten by Naas and
St. John’s, Belfast in the early rounds but
our young players had a great win over
neighbours Emeralds in our final game.

Quarter Final
The club also hosted the Division 1 quar-
ter final between Castleknock of Dublin
and Blackrock, Cork. That turned out to
be a tremendous game and was attend-
ed by a huge crowd. Nickey Brennan,
President of tehGAA paid a vist by heli-
copter which added to the occasion.

Return Visit
Our U-14 and U-10 teams paid a return
visit to Naas in October and this proved
to be a most enjoyable day.

Club Development
Work has commenced  on teh new
dressing rooms and handball alley which
a ttime of writing are at roofing stage and
should, when completed, prove to be a
huge asset in helping to develop the next
generation of young stars. It is hoped tha
tthe work will be completed by the
Summer of 2008.

Juvenile Activity
There was plenty of action on the juve-
nile scene with teams from U-8 right
through to minor being busily involved
throughout the year. The U-10 team
emerged victorious in the Shield final of
the James Stephens Tournament after
winning five games.All the groups up to
U-12 took part in the ‘Go Games 2007’
and enjoyed them immensely. 

Tullaroan Feile na Gael 2007
Back: Robert O’FLynn, William Dooley, Shane Cuddihy, Steven O’Riordan, Edward Teehan, Michael Maher,
Miriam Walsh, Niamh Dowling.
Middle: Kieran lanigan, Peter Mullally, Bill Cuddihy, Grace Walsh, Jack Holmes, Peter Walsh, Pauyl Sweeney,
Noelle Maher.
Front: Jim Moore, David sweeney, Shane Walsh, Niall Buggy, Jason O’Riordan, John Walton, Jack Keoghan,
Bob Cuddihy.

Tullaroan
Club Report
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Naas, Kildare

Micheál meets the puils of
Tullaroan NS
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Tullogher-Rosbercon Feile 2007  
Tullogher-Rosbercon GAA Club were drawn
with Black and Whites (Skeoughvosteen),
Clongish ( Longford) and Knockbridge
(Louth) for Feile 2007. Clongish were hosted
by families from the parish and there was a
lot of work put in by the Club Juvenile sec-
tion as Feile drew near. Clongish were wel-
comed to Tullogher-Rosbercon by our
Juvenile Chairman, Billy McGrath and
refreshments were provided to team, men-
tors and parents upon arrival in the Parish
Hall.  

First Contest
As hosts to Clongish, Tullogher-Rosbercon
were first to play them in the Clubs pitch in
Brownstown. The game between the
Southern youngsters and the Longford team
was low scoring and not helped by the
heavy downpours that came either side of
each half.  
To their credit, both teams hurled on and
Clongish scored a narrow but deserved win
over their hosts. Later on that evening, both
teams travelled to Kilkenny to participate in
the Feile Parade. 

Return Visit
Tullogher-Rosbercon played a further two
games against Knockbridge of Louth and the
home team. They lost both but the Club,
made a return trip to Clongish in Co.
Longford, in October to play in an U-14 Blitz
organised by Clongish. Our U-14s won two
of those games and lost narrowly to our
hosts in the final.  The Club would like to
express its sincere thanks to everyone who
helped out in the Feile 2007.  

Great Underage Progress
A lot of good underage work continues in
Tullogher-Rosbercon and the underage
teams from U-6 to minor have participated in
respective league and championship match-
es and in many blitzes in Kilkenny, Wexford
and Carlow. Ballyhale Shamrocks won the
Richie Young Perpetual Sheild Tournament
which is annual event run by our club. They
beat Tullogher-Rosbercon in the final. 

Thanks for Support
The Club would like to thank people for their
support in 2007 and look forward to continu-
ing support in 2008 as we continue to devel-
op our young hurlers and footballers and our
facilities.

Sympathy
The sympathy of the club is extended to the
families of the following who died during the
year:
Paddy Walsh, Brownsford  Jack Hartley,
Brabstown  Pat Dooley, Garranbehy  Statia
Malone, Ballyneale,  Pat ONeill,
Slievecorraig,  Michael Phelan, Tullogher,
John Corcoran, Glenpipe Mai Cottrell,
Ballykenna  Dolly Hennessey, Hoodsgrove.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh siad 

Tullogher-Rosbercon Feile 2007. 
Back: Hugh Byrne (trainer), David Manning, Richie Power, Anthony Cottrell, Conor Hartley, Robert Hartley,
John Hennessey, John Ryan (trainer). Middle: Michael Doyle, Cian O Donoghue, Marc Lawlor, John Walsh,
Rory Byrne, Padraic McGrath.Front: Sean Murray, Chris McKeown, Billy Ryan, Padraig McGrath, Kevin
Hennessey, Liam Walsh, Edmund Walsh.

Clongish, Longford, Hosted by Tullogher Rosbercon.

Tullogher Rosbercon
Club Report
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Tullogher- Roinn C Schools Football Champions 2007
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Hurlers regain Féile Title as Club
boxes above its weight

The fairy tale of Windgap playing host to
their second National Feile stretched way
beyond sport in uniting a community in
an event that will be recalled for genera-
tions. In the unique position of being able
to participate at every level in Féile,
Hurling, Camogie, and Handball, it was a
challenge for the club that was relished
For months a whirlwind of activity contin-
ued with a joint Féile co-ordination com-
mittee working on an agenda from
accommodation to recreation. Within
days the announcement of the Sports
Council Grants for Club Developments
added a Meitheal of work as contractors
and volunteers of all ages joined in trans-
forming the grounds for the throw in.
As the visiting teams of Warwickshire
and Toomevara were announced some
Heuston like co-ordination saw us select-
ed to host games in all three events. 
The morning saw the final touches put in
place as the newly sodded goalmouths
still had no goal posts. "On the way" for
weeks the plinths remained barren as the
entertainment marquee was erected in
what seemed like a wedding without a
bride. With an hour to spare all had
come good and the early results saw
both teams win before everyone rushed
to the Marble City to participate in the
largest youth Parade in Europe.

Saturday Action
Day two saw the arrival of Glencar-
Manorhamilton and Slieverue hurlers and
the Knock and Moycullen ladies hand-
ballers. With the local handballers in
Kilkenny and the Camogie side in
Mullinavat a fleet of cars spirited
dual/triple players from venue to venue.
Unknown to all a huge emotional trill was
in store when the GAA's "Air Force One"
landed with President Nicky Brennan and
his entourage.  Having met and greeted
all present he threw in the ball before
departing. As results unfolded supporters
dashed to Leihghlin Bridge for a semi-
final game with Clonegal. After a fine win
it was back for a social evening with a
table quiz, refreshments, disco and a
presentation to Windgaps 1979 Feile
Champions and mentors, 
After early Mass it was on to Johns Park
to play Slieverue in the National Final. A
fine victory saw Nicky Brennan present
the team with the Lár Tíre Trophy that
ended with ecstatic homecoming cele-
brations.
A sincere thank you is extended to all
involved in creating the memories.

Last Minute Fixtures!!
Pat Walsh Windgap, Thomas Cussen and Thomas Burke contractors, Eamon Cronin and Pat Lonergan

Windgap

Sean Foley, Windgap Captain receives the Lár Tíre Trophy from Uachtarán, Nicky Brennan

Warwickshire

Windgap
Club Report
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Our hurlers played host to the boys from Club
Lámh Dearg, Keady, Co. Armagh. After weeks of
anticipation and planning there was much excite-
ment as FÈile weekend approached. 

The bus carrying the Keady contingent arrived at
the pitch about lunch time to be greeted by FÈile
Official, Liam Walsh. From the outset it was obvi-
ous that we were playing host to a courteous and
friendly group of people. Displaying some lovely
skilful touches Keady proved too strong for
Gowran in the opening game. After this it was
time to retire to the hall for some very welcome
food for all four teams, hurling and camogie. 
Despite being almost the last team to leave
Nowlan Park in the parade that evening the boys
from both clubs waited patiently for their turn. The
Gowran boys looked great in their new playing
gear sponsored by Coolwagon, as they walked
behind the beautiful club banner hand-painted for
us by Julie O Leary. Back in the hall the Keady
boys were introduced to their host families and
taken home for the night.

Saturday morning saw four teams gather in
Gowran for the morning round robin games ñ
Young Irelands, Keady, St Dominics, Roscommon
& Naomh BrÌd, Leighlinbridge. The Gowran boys
recorded a good victory over St Dominics but
Keady proved too strong for all and went on to
successfully contest the semi finals that evening.
They meanwhile spent a lovely afternoon with
their host families. During the disco on Saturday
night mementos of the occasion were exchanged.
The support given to Keady in the semi final and
final was testament to the great weekend enjoyed
by all. Their victory in the final over Lisdowney
was cheered on by Gowran people with the same
enthuasiasm as would be given to our own and
we savoured the enjoyment they got from their
win. The weekend was indeed one that will be
long remembered by those involved at various
levels and all agreed that the work and effort
which had been put in to ensure the event would
be successful was very much worthwhile.

The Club would like to sincerely thank all who
hosted our visitors in their homes over the week-
end, our own team mentors, those who helped in
so many different ways leading up to and over
the weekend - preparing the pitch and dressing
rooms, catering for the teams, stewarding and
organising.  A word of thanks to Fr Pat Dalton for
accommodating us over Feile weekend and
indeed throughout the year.     
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Young Irelands
Club Report

Young Irelands Feile panel 2007:
Behind banner:  Martin Farrell, John Kennedy, Pat Lennon, Patrick Treacy, Michael Dunne (mentors)

Back Row:  Jack O Mahoney, Patrick Drennan, Nathan Cahill, J P Treacy, Michael J Comerford, Declan Bennett,
Emmett Byrne, Seán Farrell, Michael Lennon, Brian Murphy

Middle Row:  Bill Brennan, Gearoid Kennedy, Sean O Neill, Michael Dunne, Peter Hutchinson, Eoin Murphy, Paul
Delahanty, Conor Mahoney

Front Row:  Dale Hayes, Seán Lynch, Danny Kealy, M J Kelly Horgan

Lámh Dhearg, Keady

School Visitation
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Clara Camogie Club
2007 was a historic year for Clara
Camogie Club. The year started off with
the successful hosting of the Féile over
the weekend June 15th to 17th.
Following on from this we won the U14 B

final on the 6th of July, the U18 C county
final on 24th of August and our first ever
Junior Championship on 21st of October.
We also ran an U10 tournament on the
7th of July, which was attended by 14
teams from all over Kilkenny. It's been a

memorable year for all mentors and play-
ers involved. 

This year the camogie club had the
pleasure in hosting Ballycastle from
Antrim for the Féile. A bus load of players
arrived from Antrim on the Thursday
night and after a light reception the girls
were whisked away to their residence for
the weekend.  We played our first game
on Friday against Ballycastle and the vis-
itors were victorious in this case 1-5 to 2
points. We went to the official opening of
the Féile in Nowlan Park and took part in
the colourful parade through the streets
of Kilkenny. 

On Saturday we hosted Dicksboro and
the eventual winners of the Division 1
competition Sarsfields of Galway. We
started off the morning playing against a
strong well balanced Sarsfields side.
Despite the end score line Sarsfield 2-9
to Clara 1 goal, the Galway team did not
get it all their own way. The Clara girls
battled hard all through the match and
were unlucky not to get some more
scores. 

Our visiting team Ballycastle took on
Dicksboro in the next game and came
out winners on a score line of 4-3 to 2
points. Clara played Dicksboro in the
next match. With both teams playing for
pride it was a cracker. Luckily for us we
came out winners by the closest of mar-
gins, Clara 4-1 Dicksboro 2-6.

Ballycastle played against Sarsfield in
the final game of the group stages. This
was a titan battle as the winner was to
go forward to the semi finals.
Unfortunately for Ballycastle, they struck
the crossbar on a number of occasions &
were denied scores due to great defen-
sive play by the formidable Sarsfield
side. Sarsfield won this game 8 points to
1, helping them on the way to becoming
eventual winners of the Féile competi-
tion.  

That evening the club had the honour in
hosting both camogie and hurling semi-
finals. Shortly after this we had entertain-
ment in the hall, which was attended by
both the camogie and hurling teams. The
night was a great success. Many new
friendships were formed over the week-
end, which made the Sunday parting all
the more regretful. 
An extract from an e-mail received from
the Ballycastle club chairperson Karen
Coyles sums up the great weekend had
by all: "It's a great testimony to the host
club when the visiting team can confirm
that all of their kids were happy with the
families they were placed with and all of
them feel that they have made friends in
Clara."

Clara Féile Camogie Panel 2007
1 Ciara Barcoe 2 Ciara Byrne 3 Emma Byrne 4 Leasa Byrne 5 Caoimhe Carrigan 6 Deirdre Carrigan 7 Michelle Carroll 8 Amy
Creane 9 Aylson Creane 10 Aisling Curtis 11 Leah Hope 12 Lisa Kehoe 13 Margaret Kehoe 14 Hillary Lennon 15 Bríd Murphy
16 Joan Murphy 17 Aisling Nolan 18 Claire Nolan 19 Fiona Nolan 20 Siobhán O’ Carroll 21 Mary O’ Connell 22 Dianamh Phelan
23 Isabel Robinson 24 Ciara Treacy 

Clara
Camogie Club Report

Balycastle McQuillans   Back Left is Paul McKillen, All Star Hurler 1994
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Micheál Ó Muircheartaigh meets the pupils of Clara NS
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In Feile ‘07, Dicksboro Camogie Club
played host to Sarsfield Camogie Club of
Galway.  The Sarsfield girls arrived on
Friday to play their first game against
their host club.  Dicksboro put in a great
effort but were playing in Roinn 1 where
the opposition was very strong.  Friday
evening saw both clubs parade through
Kilkenny where the banter and laughter
flowed.  
In all we hosted 31 girls and after the
parade the girls returned to their host
families.  Saturday saw all the action
move to Clara where the rest of the
groups games were to be played.  First
up, we played Ballycastle of Antrim and
again a great performance by our girls
was not good enough and we lost out to
another very strong team.  Our last
match was against Clara and though two
evenly matched teams played a great
game  again the Boro lost but only by a
single point.  
In all matches our girls gave everything
and never stopped trying even though
they played in a higher grade than nor-
mal.    
On Saturday evening in Dicksboro there
was a great party for all host and visiting
teams.  However, Sarsfields celebrating
had to be left to another time as they had
reached the final against Milford the next
day.  There was a large following from
the Boro in Nowlan Park to cheer on
their new friends. We congratulate
Sarsfield on a great victory in the final
and we wish them well in the future.
Congratulations and many thanks to the
Dicksboro Feile Committee and the
County Feile Committee for a wonderful
successful event. 
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Dicksboro
Camogie Club Report

Dicksboro F´íloe na nGael Team 2007
Back: Megan Coogan, Tracy Dalton, Denise Daly, Kerry Delaney, Lydia Fitzpatrick, Hannah Dermody, Maureen Walsh, Katie Doheny, Mary Pat

O’Sullivan.
Front: Eva Dawson, Becky Kennedy, Laura Dawson, Anna Corcoran, Clodagh Power, Alya Condon, Eleri Theloke, Lorna Donnelly, Tara Hickey.

Sarsfields, Galway
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FEILE NA nGAEL

This year as Kilkenny and Carlow were
the host counties for the festival we auto-
matically qualififed to enter the competi-
toins.  However before the weekend
arrived a lot of preparation and work was
undertaken.  A number of meetings were
held to organise training for the players,
fundraising, preparation of the field.  The
kids themselves got involved in the fund
raising orgaising a Beetle Drive and
Disco in our local community centre rais-
ing almost !500, WELL DONE!!  The
camogie and hurling clubs joined forces
for fundraising also,  a bag packing
weekend in a Kilkenny store, which was
a great success also.   Great work was
undertaken in the field in preparation for
the weekend, again both clubs joining
forces and the end result was fantastic,
the field and the dressing rooms were in
pristine condition and all the visiting
teams over the weekend commended us
for this.  Our Feile Official was Dan
Norton, he was responsible for organis-
ing the visiting teams host families, and
on the weekend to ensure all the rules of
the competion were followed by all teams
involved.  The kitchen was very busy
over the weekend, with hospitality offered
to anyone in the field, well done to all
those cake bakers!!  The camogie girls
put a great effort in at training prior to the
weekend and attnedendence was always
hihg,unfortunately though we did not
come out of their division.

Division 4 Results:
Emeralds 0-0 v’s. Castleblaney 3-0
Carlow town v’s Rathoath
Emeralds 0-0 v’s. Rathoath 10-0
Carlow Town—v’s. Castleblaney  
Emeralds 2-0 v’s Carlow Town
Rathoath v’s Castleblaney
Rathoath continued their winning form to
beat  blank in the Semi-finals (score) and
succeeded to win out the Division with a
convincing win over team with the final
score.
On the Saturday evening we held a small
presentation eveing in the community
centre, where we presented our visiting
team Castleblaney, Co. Monaghan with a
commenorative plaque and presented
the teams members with hurley grips in
the emeralds colors; green & white,
which was much appreicated by
Castleblaney.
THANK YOU ALL WHO MADE THE
WEEKEND A SUCCES AND WE LOOK
FORWARD TO THE NEXT FEILE!!
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Emeralds
Camogie Club Report

Emeralds Féile na nGael Panel 2007 
1. Danielle Burke 2. Aisling Webster 3. Sinead Costello 4. Shonagh Ahern 5. Ciara Phelan 6. Carrie
Grant 7. Megan Coady 8. Kathleen Kenny 9. Niamh Leahy 10. Clodagh Phelan 11. Jessie Ryan 
12. Briona Norton 13. Tracy Webster 14. Cliona Burke 15. Niamh Healy 16. Casey Burke 17. Sarah
Moriarty O'Connor 18. Kim Comerford 19. Emma O'Dwyer 20. Niamh Ahern 21. Roisin Leahy 
22. Aine Leahy 23. Karina Butler 24. Natasha Beehan Moore 

Castleblayney, Monaghan

Urlingford School Visitation
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GLENMORE CAMOGIE CLUB 2007
Chairperson: Bridget Mullally
Vice Chair: Ann Marie Roche
Secretary: Karen Jones
Asst Sec: Annette Cody 
Treasurer: Jackie Mernagh
PRO: Mary Aylward 

Mairead O’Donovan

Welcome to Glenealy
Glenmore Camoige Club hosted
Glenealy Camoige Club from Co.
Wicklow. They arrived on the Friday
afternoon in good spirits. Both teams
were introduced to one another through
their captains. The first of the matches
began, from the beginning it looked like a
lively match, with good numbers in atten-
dance, the Glenealy team started to
show their experience at this U-14 grade.
The level of hurling improved and
Glenealy proved strong winners. Though
a young Glenmore team did try hard, the
scores just didn’t come. The Friday
evening then saw both teams go to the
parish hall for refreshments and then
onto their host families. The parade was
the major event of the weekend; a wet
night attracted a massive crowd to the
streets of Kilkenny. As the parade pro-
ceeded around Kilkenny it turns out our
host team, Glenealy were named the
best dressed team. 

A Wonderful Weekend
The Saturday brought us to the Rower
Inistioge, were all the teams assembled
for matches against one another. Tough

competition from the Rower, Myshall,
Keady and Glenealy meant it would have
being tough for us to qualify but the girls
did try and the scores did come but it
wasn’t to be our day. The semi final
came down to Glenealy and the Rower.
A strong Rower side went through to the
final, who came out on top in the final.
The Camoige Club held a disco on the
Saturday night in the hall which was very
successful with everyone enjoying them-

selves. Huge thanks to everyone who
made the weekend possible in the
Glenmore Camoige Club, the Feile
Official Ann Marie Roche also Laura
Alyward and Helen Murphy, to our chair-
person Bridget Mullaly, and to Karen
Jones our secretary, all your work was
very much appreciated. Thanks to the
Hurling Club for their co-operation.

Glenmore Féile Panel 2007
1 Emma O’Keeffe, 2 Marguerite Irish, 3 Elaine O’Keeffe, 4 HannahComiskey, 5 Ellen Irish, 6 Emma Kate
O’Dwyer, 7 Emma Hoynes, 8 Louise Boyle, 9 Gillian Hoynes, 10 Katie Foran, 11 Niamh Hennessy, 12 Bridget
Fitzgerald, 13 Rachel Fitzgerald, 14 Lauren Cotterell, 15Marguerite Hoynes, 16 Christine Phelan, 17 Nicole
Moran, 18 Julienne Dowling, 19 Elaine Kenny, 20 Kate O’Neill, 21 Katie Walsh, 22 Blaithín Power, 23 Mary
Kate Doherty, 24 Joanne Kenny.

Glenmore
Camogie Club Report
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Glenealy, Wicklow
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Officers 2007
Chairperson: Jim Kavanagh
Secretary: Pat Stapleton
Treasurer: Eileen Cleere
PRO: Aoife Lanigan

A Busy Year
The club competed in the U-12, U-14, U-
16, U-18, & Junior Championships this
year. The U-12's got to the semi-final but
were beaten by Dicksboro. In U-14, they
got to the shield final, where they were
defeated by St. Brigid's. The U-16's were
beaten in the Roinn A County Final by a
much stronger Thomastown side. The U-
18's were beaten by Dicksboro in the
County Semi-Final. The Junior team ful-
filled all their fixtures. 
Denise Gaule & Rebecca Cleere repre-
sented the club on the County U-16 team
that won the All-Ireland.

O’Loughlin Gaels
Camogie Club Report

OOuullaarrtt  tthhee  BBaallllaagghh,,  WWeexxffoorrdd

O’Loughlin Gaels Féile Camogie Panel 2007

1. Amy Kearney 2. Kate Cleere 3. Karen Cleere 4.
Katelyn Grant 5. Samantha Maguni 6. Ciara Carey
7. Jean McGarry 8. Leanne O’Brien    9. Nicole
Walsh 10. Shauna Brennan 11. Mary Deegan 12.
Amy Bryan 13. Roisin O’Neill 14. Jessica Phelan
15. Sophie Stapleton 16. Laura Cody  17. Jessica
Foley 18. Niamh Rice 19. Sarah Twomey 20. Anna
Nolan 21. Ciara O’Neill 22. Stacy Morris 23.
Mellissa Wilkinson 24. Bronagh Walkin  Pat r, Alya 

Raheen, Dunnamaggin, Co Kilkenny
Telephone:  056 - 7728279

Fax - 056 - 7728279
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Paulstown-Goresbridge Camogie 2007
Chairman: Margaret Brennan
Secretary: Ailish Drennan
Treasurer: Breda Purcell
PRO: Susan Staunton and 

Mary Lonergan (RIP)
Schools 
Great work continues in the schools promoting
the game. Rewards for such dedication are
now beginning to accrue. The school team
won the Roinn B Final (See Report else-
where).

Adult
The club fielded a team in the Intermediate
Championship for the first time. With a very
young side, they found the step up very diffi-
cult and failed to make a serious impression.
Some of their defeats were by narrow margins
and as the team matures in the next year or
so will be strong contenders for honours.

Under Age 
Due to scarcity in numbers the club was
unable to field teams at under 12 or under 14
this year. The under 16 side remain in con-
tention, having reached the semi final stage.
The under 18's bowed out in the quarter final

In Black and Amber
Emma Staunton, Michelle Brennan and Laura
Bambrick were members of the Kilkenny
under 16 team that brought All Ireland hon-
ours
Collette Dormer and Emma Staunton  were
part of Kilkennys under 18 All Ireland team.
A sincere word of thanks to trainers Stephen

Dormer and Orla Bambury for their dedicated
work, and also to  everyone that helped the
club during the year coaching, fundraising,
providing transport to matches etc. Your help
is greatly appreciated.

It was also a sad year for the club with the
tragic death of friend and colleague Mary
Lonergan (See separate obituary)

March of Time
In 2007 we said goodbye to some great sup-
porters of the club. Jim Gittens made and
repaired hurleys for a long number of years
and was in attendance at all matches in Pairc
an Pobal. His sons Larry and Seamus were

prominent hurlers with the club. Joe Brennan
drove his sons Seamus and Aidan all over the
county and took great pride in their perform-
ances both for club and county. Billy Kealy
who died at a relatively young age was a
brother of Juvenile Chairman, Eugene and
Junior selector Denis.The huge attendances
at their funerals was a testament to the
esteem in which they were held. A tragic acci-
dent took the life of Mary Lonergan (see sepa-
rate Obituary)The sympathy of the club is
extended  to their families  and to all players,
officials, supporters and friends who suffered
bereavements during the year.

Ar dheis lamh De go raibh siad

Paulstown Goresbridge
Camogie Club Report
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The Paulstown/Goresbridge panel who reached the Roinn C under 16 camogie final.
Back: Kerrie Stapleton, Michelle Brennan, Emma Staunton, Emma Flavin, Lisa Lillis, Lisa Stapleton, Abigail

Cole, Ciara English, Laura Bambrick, Laura Hennessy, Elaine Brennan, Orla Bambury (Coach)
Front: Lauren Barcoe, Denise Drennan, Miriam Bambrick, Rebecca Holden, Sarah Buggy, Louise Lonergan,

Orlaith Kenny, Aisling Hennessy, Roisin Breen, Tara Hennessy
Missing from photo:  Chloe Doyle, Clodagh McDonald

HHOOLLDDEENNHHOOLLDDEENN
SEAMLESS GUTTERING LSEAMLESS GUTTERING LTDTD

IInndduussttrriiaall  EEssttaattee,,  CCaallllaann  CCoo  KKiillkkeennnnyy
TTeell::  005566  --77772255333344;;      005566  --  77772255335544,,      

FFaaxx      005566  --77772255668888

55””  &&  66””  SSeeaammlleessss  GGuutttteerrss
SSuupppplliieedd  aanndd  FFiitttteedd

AAlluummiinniiuunn  aanndd  PPVVCC  FFaasscciiaa  &&  SSooffffiitt
SSuupppplliieedd  aanndd  FFiitttteedd

AAllssoo
WWhhoolleessaallee  SSuupppplliieerrss  ooff  PPVVCC  FFaasscciiaa  &&  SSooffffiitt  aatt

kkeeeenneesstt  pprriicceess  ffoorr  TToopp  QQuuaalliittyy  SSuupppplliieerrss
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Officers 2007
Chairman Jim Malone
Vice Chairman Jim Norris
Secretary Kate Foley
Ass. Sec Patricia Jordan
Treasurer Eileen Dunne
Ass. Treasurer Jackie Norris
P.R.O. Charlene Norris
Feile Officer Sheila Norris

Feile na Gael
The highlight of the year was the hosting
of Feile Na Gael in Kilkenny. Piltown
hosted Kilcormac/Killoughy of Offaly and
credit for how this weekend turned out to
be memorable for all involved must go to
our Feile Officers Seamus and Sheila
Norris who did a splendid job.

Underage Matters
Our minor team was defeated by
Mullinavat in the semi-final of the Rionn
A championship in a great game. The
work put in by trainers Tony Foley and
Jim Malone showed as the girls finished
the game very strong and can be
pleased with their performance.
Fielding a very young team in U-16
Rionn A the girls worked hard for their
trainers, Seamus Dunne and Eileen
Malone. They reached the quarter finals
where they put up a great display against
a strong Windgap team.
The U-12 team reached the final of their
group but were beaten by a strong
Mullinavat team. The team took part in
the Southern U10 blitz during the sum-
mer, winning the majority of their match-
es, including the final in Mullinavat in
September.

Well Done
Well done to all our players who played
on the County teams during year. Katie
Power played on the senior team and
along with Sinead Long and Georgina
Culleton were on the victorious Kilkenny
Minor winning team. Karen Duggan
played on the winning Kilkenny U-16
team and also represented Ireland in U-
17 and U-19 International soccer.

Thanks
The club would like to thank all involved
in the camogie club, Players, Committee
members, Parents, Supporters, the GAA
club, Sponsors especially Seamus
Dunne, Gay Doyle and Iverk Produce for
all your help during the year.

Sympathy
The club would like to sympathise with all
families in the Parish who suffered a
bereavement during the year.

Piltown Feile na Gael  Camogie Panel 2007
1. Laura Foley, 2. Katelynn Phelan, 3. Becky Malone, 4. Stacey Jordan, 5. Debbie Phelan, 6. Leanne Dunne, 7.
Jessica Norris, 8. Laura Norris, 9. Edel Long, 10. Aisling McGowan, 11. Nicole Culleton, 12. Sinead McCarthy ,
13.Antonia Power, 14. Niamh Dermody, 15. Lorraine Long, 16. Alice Talbot, 17. Jennifer Norris, 18. Sarah Murphy, 19.
Siobhan Twomey , 20. Ciara Jordan, 21. Siobhan Dermody, 22. Kelly Ann Doyle, 23. Jean Power, 24. Lisa McCarthy.
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Piltown
Camogie Club Report

Kilcormac/Killoughy, Offaly       
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A Wonderful Feile!
St Brigids Camogie Club Ballycallan
hosted Feile Na Gael in Tom Raghaill
Park on the week end of 15th June 07.
Our host team was Sixmilebridge from
Clare. They arrived on Friday with their
team and mentors.  We played our first
match against them and they defeated
us. All girls and mentors were treated to
tea, sandwiches and cakes in the club
rooms and then went to host families. 
We all went to Parade in Kilkenny which
was a sight to be-hold with the entire
colour etc.  
Great Competition
On Saturday we played Milford from
Cork and St Lachtains Freshford.  The
final on Saturday evening was between
the two visiting teams "Milford and

Sixmilebridge and what a game of
Camogie this was! They both gave it all
with Milford winning in the end. On
Saturday night we had a disco in
Ballycallan Hall for Camogie girls and
boys teams.  A great night was enjoyed
by all.  County Hurlers James Ryall, John
Hoyne and Eddie Brennan were present
to sign autographs and chat to the play-
ers of the future.  At 11am on Sunday
morning the Sixmilebridge girls departed
for home.  I must say they were a lovely
lot of girls and made great friends with
the locals.  Thanks to all the parents who
supplied sandwiches and cakes and
helped out with the catering over the
weekend.  A big thank you must go to all
the families who hosted girls for the
weekend.

Competitive Action
Our seniors bowed out in the
Championship quarter final.  Our U-14s
represented club in Feile, U-16s got to
semi finals.  Our U-18s done the Club
proud by reaching The County Final and
were narrowly defeated by Dicksboro in
a very hard tough and sporting game.
Our U12s won the Shield Final in the
John Lockes tournament.  The U-10s
won the Danesfort tournament.  A num-
ber of players were on the Loreto panel
who won All-Ireland, Nicola Butler, Aisling
Dunphy, Sarah Dunne, Laura Hennessy,
Amy O'Connor, Sarah Dunphy and Orla
Ryan.  Andrea Murphy and Laurena
Murphy were on the Railyard Football
Team which won the County Final.

County Representatives 
Club had a number of players on County
teams.  On Senior B we had Laurena
Murphy and Grace Dunphy.  Girls who
figured on the following County teams:
U-14; Sarah Dunphy and Orla Ryan won
Leinster medals.U-16; Nicola Butler,
Aisling Dunphy, Amy O'Connor, Sarah
Dunne, Laura Hennessy won Leinster
and All-Ireland medals.
U-18; Aisling Dunphy, Nicola Butler won
Leinster and All-Ireland medals.  Andrea
Murphy won All-Ireland medal with The
Kilkenny Ladies Football team.

Great Help from Many
A lot of work has been done in the club
with U8/U10 this year.  It is hoped that in
years to come it will strengthen Camogie
in the club.  Thanks must go to the fol-
lowing people who helped out voluntarily
with teams throughout the year, Nora
Hogan, Celine Egan, Mark O'Brien,
Denis Nolan, Helen Murphy, Sinead
Quighley, Pauline Comerford, Josie
Ronan, Richie Buckley, and Tom Hogan.
Our First Aid ladies Miriam and Leandra
Pollard and Galitica Ryall.

Thanks to All
Thanks to our sponsor's Brennans,
Kilmanagh, Damien and Nicola Cleere,
Vinny and Teresa Corcoran, Ridge
Carpentry who sponsored jerseys for
U14/U16 team.  We wish to thank
Graigue/Ballycallan G.A.A. Club for use
of their pitches and dressing rooms.  We
would like to send our thanks and good
wishes to Martin O'Halloran who did so
much for Camogie in the school.  Martin
has just retired.  Dicksboro Club were
also very accommodating in giving us
use of their premises for our Whist
Drives, as were all the ladies who
cooked and helped out.Johnny Butler keeps St. Brigids in Time!

St Brigids Camogie Club on the March
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St Brigid’s
Camogie Club Report
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St Martin’s Senior Camogie team started
the year determined to prove that,
although our panel was young, we could
be a force to be reckoned with, Our com-
mitment paid off and we managed to
secure a place in the County Final
against the All IUreland Champions, St
Lachtain’s.

St Martin’s acquitted themselves very
well in the first half with the score at the
interval readiong St Martin’s 3-3, St
Lachtain’s 3-6.  Freshford’s experience,
however, showed in the second half and
they began ro pull away. In the end, they
proved too strong for the young St

Martin’s team who showed they had spirit
and skill, even if they lacked the experi-
ence needed.

However, the girls are sure to learn from
this and will, as a result, grow to be a
stronger team in the coming years.

Our Junior team went very well indeed
this year, especially when one considers
that this is our second team. They
reached the quarter final against
Carrickshock.

Our U16 girls reached the County semi-
final against O’Loughlin Gaels while
Stacey Quirke was a member of

Kilkenny’s victorious All Ireland U16
panel.

St Martin’s were also very proud to have
five girls on the panel of the Kilkenny All
Ireland winning Minor Camogie team.
They were - Anne Marie Walsh, Noreen
O’Keeffe (Captain), Eilish Cantwell, Marie
Dargan and Edwina Keane.

Also, of course, our school camogie
team won the Schools Camogie Roinn C
Final, beating Rower Inistioge on a
scoreline of 4-3 to 2-0.
(See Schools Camogie article)

Well done to all concerned.
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St Martin’s
Camogie Club Report

Eilish Cantwell and Hannah Maher in action for St Martin’s

St Martin’s County Senior Finalists 2007
Back:  Mary-Rose Lyng, Miriam Maher (Capt), Rosie Maher, Martina Maher, Anne-Marie Walsh, Siobhan Keegan, Aideen Dwyer, Nicola Hennessey, Hannah

Maher, Ethel O’ Flynn, Michelle O’ Keeffe, Michelle Mulhall, Annette Morrissey, Eilish Cantwell, Niamh Maher.
Front: Sharon Shore, Sinead Murphy, Joanne Kelly, Fiona Morrissey, Marie Dargan, Sarah Shore, Miriam O’ Keeffe, Maeve Mansfield, Grainne Daly, 

Noreen O’ Keeffe, Marie Therese O’ Neill.
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Officers: Chairperson - Eleanor Heafey
Secretary - Pearl McDonald
Treasurer - Ann Marie Gibbons
P.R.O. - Liz Carey

Thomastown Camogie Club had a very successful year in
2007. They competed in all grades from U12 to Intermediate -
all in the A grade.

Feile came to Thomastown in June, when we
were hosts from Newcastle West in Limerick. A
great weekend was had by all.
The U8's and U10's attracted huge numbers of
new players, the main competitive element was in
the various blitzes hosted by clubs around the
county.
Our U12's won out their section beating St.
Martins in the final. They never lost a match
throughout their campaign under the leadership of
Ann Donnelly and Olive Lannon. 
With the Feile out of the way, our U14's battled on
to reach the semi-finals of the Championship
where they went down to a strong Windgap side. 
The U16's retaiedn their crown when they meet
O'Loughlins in the Championship Final, having dis-
posed of Windgap in the semi-final.
They also won the Natalie Forde Memorial Trophy
ran by St. Vincents, Dublin, beating their bogey
team Douglas of Cork in the final, under the guid-
ance of Helen Farrell and Michelle Walsh.
Under the same leadership our U18's ran a very
successful campaign in the Championship, taking
a very fancied St. Martins side in the semi-final and
overcoming Mullinavat in the final. This year we
also had a Junior team which helped to break
some of our young players into the adult game.
Our Intermediate team came into its own this sea-
son under the very sharp, watchful eye of Ken
Walsh. With Windgap, Danesfort and St. Annes
taken care of we faced the Rower-Inistioge in the
League Final in Graiguenamanagh and came away
with the silverware. Next up was St. Annes in the
Championship semi-final. Once again we pro-
gressed to face the Rower-Inistioge on Wed. 12th
September in Bennettsbridge. This game went
right down to the wire, with both sides not yielding
an inch. With sheer guts, determination and skill
we marched on to victory, securing the clubs move
to Senior next year.
The club was very well represented on the County
teams. At U14 we had Megan Farrell, who was
joined by Niamh Donnelly and Alison Murphy in the
U13 Celtic Challenge. On to U16 we had Michelle
Farrell, Anna Farrell and Kate McDonald, who cap-
tained the victorious Kilkenny team to a 3 in a row
over Cork in Nenagh. 
At U18 level, Catherine Walsh and Kate McDonald
secured their second Minor All-Ireland title at the
expense of Cork yet again. At senior Level we had
Kate McDonald. Junior Gael Linn we had Anna
Farrell. In the Interprovincial Colleges, Catherine
Walsh and Kate McDonald secured another All-
Ireland title.

We would like to thank all our sponsors and
Thomastown G.A.A. for the use of their premises
and look forward to the challenge of the coming
season.
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Thomastown
Camogie Club Report

U12 Camogie Team
Back Row: Nessa Griffin, Joanne O'Hanrahan, Sinead Whelan, Ailish Butler, Alice Carey, Niamh
Quigley, Nell Henderson, Emma Walsh, Edwina Maher, Niamh Bolger.
Front Row: Elaine McGrath, Niamh O'Shea, Meave O'Connor, Aoife Farrell, Eimear Donnelly, Ciara
Farrell, Megan Farrell, Niamh Donnelly, Jessie Carroll.

Thomastown Féile na nGael Panel 2007
1 Clare Forristal, 2 Niamh Farrell, 3 Olivia O'Carroll, 4 Megan Farrell, 5 Teresa Cassin, 6 Leanne
Walsh, 7 Alice Carey, 8 Megan Hayes, 9 Alison Murphy, 10 Maeve O'Connor, 11 Niamh Donnelly, 
12 Caroline Carey, 13 Kate Delahunty, 14 Jessie Carroll, 15 Joanne O'Hanrahan, 16 Alice O'Hanlon,
17 Niamh Quigley, 18 Orla Butler, 19 Sophie Kavanagh, 20 Ciara Farrell, 21 Lynn Boland, 
22 Leanne Wemyss, 23 Rachel O'Carroll.

Newcastle West
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One of the great successes of the year
was the participation of our under 14 panel
in the Feile na nGael competition which
was hosted by Kilkenny.  Tullogher com-
peted in the Division 4 grade where they
had the honour of hosting Erin go Bragh
camogie club from Birmingham.  They
were the only UK camogie team to com-
pete in this competition.  Tullogher gave a
great account of themselves both on and
off the pitch.  The girls drew with their visi-
tors Erin go Bragh and scored a great win
over Kilmacow.  However, they lost out to
Na Brídeoga of Mayo who went on to qual-
ify for the Division 4 semi-final.  One of the
many highlights of the weekend was the
visit of the National Camogie President, Liz
Howard, to the club grounds, where our
girls gave her a guard of honour.  We
would like to thank the parents who hosted
players and helped out in anyway over the
weekend.  Your hard work was greatly
appreciated and ensured the weekend was
a great success.

The seniors retained their senior status
when they defeated Lisdowney in the rele-
gation final 0-13 to 1-4.  Two of the positive
consequences of the club’s success at
intermediate grade in 2006 were the return
of many of our younger players who had
previously taken a break from the game
and the many new members who joined
the panel this year.  The experience gained
from playing at senior level and retaining
that status cannot but benefit the panel in
2008.   

While our under16 and under 12 panels
did not reach the knockout stages of their
competitions, they competed well and we
look forward to these players progressing
in their respective grades in the coming
year.  For the first time we had an under 10
team who competed well in the southern
blitz over the summer.  

Well done to Caitriona Ryan, Kelly Anne
Cotterell and Siobhan Murphy who were
part of the Kilkenny Senior Camogie panel
and congratulations to Kelly Anne Cotterell
and Joanne Cotterell, members of
Mullinavat Ladies Football Club who won
All Ireland Football medals with Kilkenny.

Finally, we would like to thank the various
trainers, in particular Tony Cotterell and
Eoin Kenny for the time and commitment
they have given to the senior panel.
Thanks also to Bridgette Croke, Linda
Cotterell and Eoin Kenny (u.14), Caitriona
Ryan (U.16) and Brenda Murphy, Susan
Cullinane and Laura Murphy (u.12 and
u.10 ).  
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Tullogher 
Camogie Club Report

Under 14 Panel 
Back: Bridgette Croke (Mentor), Ciara Young, Mary Claire Walsh, Margaret Walsh, Niamh Ryan, Sarah Ryan,
Sarah Phelan, Sinead O’Shea, Katie Quigley, Yvonne McGrath, Emma Fenlon, Linda Cotterell (Mentor) and
Eoin Kenny (Mentor).  
Front: Ciara Barron, Anna Joyce, Laura Phelan, Roisin Ryan, Liz Howard (The National Camogie President),
Lisa Ryan, Siobhan Dollard and Shauna Kielthy.

Under 10 Panel
Back: Ciara Murphy, Aoife Doyle, Maedhbh O’Dwyer, Roisin Fitzpatrick, Alice O’Connor, Niamh Gallagher,
Sarah Lawlor.  
Front: Aoife McDonald, Clara Kennedy, Fiona O’Shea, Briona Doyle, Aimee Hanrahan, Cloideach Walsh.
(Missing from photo Brid Roche and Chloe Furlong).  

Érin go Brágh, Birmingham
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Windgap Feile
Friday dawned and Windgap looked
resplendent following the trojan efforts of
the local community. The sight of the
colours of the visiting teams and the
home side flying in the breeze added
greatly to the occasion.  We were privi-
leged to host the girls from Toomevara
and their mentors. After a great welcome
our visitors were introduced to their host
families and then both teams took to the
pitch.  A thrilling game ensued watched
by very appreciative spectators from both
sides who saw Windgap emerge victori-
ous.  
Later the two teams journeyed together
by bus to participate in the spectacular

opening parade in Kilkenny. There was
great interaction between the girls and
the seeds of friendships were sown.    

Shootout
Mullinavat was the venue for the next
series of matches where all the teams
were very well received by the local club.
In the first match Windgap were defeated
by a physically stronger Oliver Plunketts
Eoghan Ruadh (Dublin) outfit.  Our girls
had a resounding victory over Mullinavat
and with Toomevara producing a crack-
ing display to defeat Dublin a free-taking
shoot-out resulted.  Unfortunately,
Windgap exited from the competition at
this stage but their pain was lessened by

Toomevara’s success. Well-earned
refreshments were served and all the
Windgap girls and their supporters trav-
elled to Ballyhale to cheer on their newly
adopted team. Sadly Toom’s campaign
ended against a very accomplished
Sarsfields side from Galway.

Entertainment
Windgap Community Centre was our
next stop where a fabulous night’s feast-
ing and entertainment was laid on by a
host of hard-working volunteers. A very
eventful and thoroughly enjoyable experi-
ence was rounded off with the camogie
and hurling groups coming  together to
participate in a very special Féile Mass
on Sunday morning in Tullahought, cele-
brated by Fr. Martin Cleere, P.P.  

The Spirit of Feile
The true spirit of Féile was evidenced
later in the summer when Toomevara
camogie club hosted a special evening
for the Windgap girls. This included a
challenge match and afterwards we were
treated like royalty giving everyone a
chance to renew friendships.  Plans are
also in place to continue and develop the
links between the two clubs in the future
. 
Sympathy
Sympathy is extended to the family &
friends of Seamie Murphy, Raheenarran
one of the clubs most loyal members 

Windgap Camogie Feile 2007 - and County RoinnA U14 Champions
Back: Christy Whelan, Catherine Foley, Niamh Phelan, Claire Grace, Zoe Deady, Michaela Kenneally, Eimear Moylan, Susie Dunphy, Leann O'Neill, Aisling Cody,
Laura Moore, Ciara Molloy, Eamon Murphy, Roisín Power.
Front: Ann O'Neill, Judith Phelan, Katie Power, Serena Phelan, Laura Walker, Genevieve Coyne, Gemma Long, Amy Murphy Ciara Dunne, Ciara McDonald, Rachel
Freaney, Nicola O'Neill, Eleanor Costello, Joan O'Gorman.

(Missing from photo  who went on to win Under 14A County Championship  - Niamh Bambrick, Ashley Travers, Aisling O'Dwyer and Fiona  Walsh.)
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Camogie Club Report
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Feile 2007 was a fantastic
weekend for all involved.
The hype and build up to the
weekend was unimaginable
and everyone was excited.

Our camogie team played
host to Four Roads,
Roscommon. Having arrived
to us early on Friday after-
noon they had just a few
minutes to unwind before it
was off to the dressing rooms
to tog out for the opening
camogie fixture.
Unfortunately the afternoon
was a wet one but both
teams enjoyed the game,
which Young Irelands went
on to win. We went on to the
local parish hall for the lovely food
the volunteers had been busy
preparing all morning for the four
teams.
From here all the teams were
brought into Nowlan Park for the
Parade. Thankfully the rain decid-
ed to hold off for the event. The
camogie girls looked fabulous in
their new gear thanks to some
generous sponsorship and walking
behind their club banner, hand
painted by Julie O’Leary. After the
parade it was back to Gowran to
send the Four Roads girls out to
their families for the weekend.

It was an early start for the teams
on Saturday morning as we were
playing away in Borris, Co. Carlow
for the day. The four teams here for
the day were Mount Leinster
Rangers (Carlow), St. Brigids
(Laois), Four Roads (Roscommon)
& ourselves. After some very enjoy-
able games St Brigids, Laois quali-
fied for the semi final stages from
our group. 

One of the highlights of the week-
end was the announcement by Liz
Howard, President Cumann
CamogaÌocht na nGael, during her
visit to Borris, that Young Irelands
had won the Best Dressed Host
Team of the weekend. All the girls
were delighted and we were pre-
sented with a plaque for the
achievement by Liz Howard. From here
the girls all went home to their families
for the afternoon.

The Feile Committee organised a disco
in the hall for teams. A great night was

had by all with everyone mixing great
with each other and finally going home
exhausted from all the dancing.
Sunday morning came round all too fast.
Both camogie teams attended morning
mass. Afterwards everybody said their

goodbyes and Four Roads began their
journey home. Everybody had made
great friends and it was a weekend that
will be remembered by all those who
were involved.
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Young Irelands
Camogie Club Report

Young Irelands Under 14 Féile panel
Back:  Catherine Kennedy (Trainer), Ann Drea, Aoife Kehoe, Orlaith Byrne, Estelle Geogheghan, Eibhlin

Fogarty, Kelly Treacy, MairÈad Fogarty, Paula Farrell, Rebecca Devitor, Rachel Lafferty, Miriam Holden, Martina
Byrne (Trainer)

Front: Angela Langton, Sharon Quinlan, Sinead Twomey, Ann Marie Byrne, Emma Comerford, Fionnuala
Quinlan, SinÈad Naddy, Ciara Byrne, Sarah Ann Quinlan, Fiona Coogan

Four Roads, Roscommon

Best Dressed Host Team Féile 2007:
Liz Howard, President Cumann Camogaiocht na nGael presents the award to Catherine Kennedy ( trainer ),

Emma Comerford (Captain) and Martina Byrne (trainer)
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The Parade that the Rain 
couldn’t Spoil

Ciarraidhe
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Danesfort Camogie
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Danesfort Hurling
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In June the Handball Feile na nGael was
played at venues in Kilkenny, Carlow and
Laois and it turned out to be a huge suc-
cess. On Friday night the largest ever
gathering of handball teams took part in
the Feile parade and on Saturday morn-
ing the action started at courts around
the region. 
With over 50 teams from 21 counties
entered in 9 different grades, the compe-
tition provided some great matches.
Pride of place goes to Kells, Kilkenny
who won the 40 x 20 Division 1 grade
and were runners up in Boys Division 4
and Girls Division 3, while Clogh were
runners up in Girls Division 1.
In the Skills competition Kilkenny provid-
ed winners in Boys 60 x 30 Division 1,
Boys 40 x 20 Division 4 and Girls
Division 3.
In the Boys 40 x 20 Division 1 competi-
tion, Kells came through a very difficult
group to qualify for the final against
Mallow, Cork. The decider was a nail bit-
ing affair, with the local side winning 21-
16, 21-18. The Kells winning team was
Peter Funchion, Conor O’Dwyer, Andrew
O’Dwyer, Michael O’Keeffe and P.J.Trant.
The Girls Division 1 grade saw Clogh
reach the decider where they were well
beaten by Ballydesmond ,Cork 21-5, 21-
3.Their team was Mary Phelan, Lynsey
Wilson, Ciara Mahon, Rachel Hogan and
Eleanor Murphy.
The Boys Division 4 final was contested
between Kells and Moone, Kildare with
the honours going to the Midlanders 21-
11, 21-0. The Kells side consisted of
Eddie Blake, Alan Funchion, Conor
McMorrow, Jamie Hogan and Alan
Broderick.
The runners up spot was also filled by
Kells in Girls Division 3 where they lost
out by two aces, 10-21, 21-8. Their girls
team was Cait Broderick, Hazel Cuddihy,
Marie Walsh, Suzanne Power and Emer
Fennelly.
Kilkenny also did very well in the Skills
competitions where they produced three
winners. 
In Boys 60 x 30 Division 1, Fergal Lalor
(Talbots Inch) took the honours, and in
the 40 x 20 grades, Brian Mahon (Clogh)
won in Division 4 and Maria Walsh
(Kells) was successful in Girls Division 3.
Runners up in Boys 40 x 20 Division 1
was Peter Funchion (Kells) and Ciara
Mahon (Clogh) took a similar placing in
Girls 40x 20 Division 1.

Players of the Year : Eddie Bourke
(O’Loughlins)and Michael Clifford

(St.Canices).
Playing together for the first time this
season they improved with every match,
culminating in them winning the 60 x 30
Intermediate Doubles crown when
defeating Tipperary’s Paul Mullins and
Adrian Johnson, 21-8, 21-8. Coming
through Leinster when beating Wexford
in two sets, they accounted for Galway in
the semi final and then saved the best
for last when comfortably winning the
final against the Munster pair. 

Certainty of the Year :  With Ducksie
Walsh in the Masters grade, there was
never any doubt who was going to win
the titles on offer. 
Partnered by Pat Maher of Clogh, the
Kilkenny duo eased to both the 40 x 20
and 60 x 30 titles, defeating Cork 21-6,
21-10 in the former and Tipperary 21-2,
21-4 in the latter, while in Masters A
Singles, Ducksie received a walkover in
the 40 x 20 final and had a facile 21-1,
21-2 win over Willie O’Dwyer (Tipperary)
in the 60 x 30 decider.
Ducksie did relinquish one Masters title
during the year when he was beaten in
the Masters Hardball final, a code of
handball that he has very little experi-
ence in playing.

Most Improved Player of the Year :
Ciaran Neary (Talbots Inch).
Having won his first All Ireland medal in
2006, Ciarán really stepped up this sea-
son when reaching three All Ireland
Minor finals. Although unsuccessful in all
three, against Limerick opposition, the
young Talbots Inch player improved
greatly during the year and will no doubt

learn from these experiences.

Surprise of the year : Johnny Brennan
(Mothel) and Joe Hennessy
(O’Loughlins).
When these two former Kilkenny hurlers
teamed up this year, few would have pre-
dicted they would end up All Ireland
champions in 40 x 20 Golden Masters A
Doubles. After winning in Leinster, they
produced a thrilling 21-20 third set victory
over Kevin Geraghty and Martin Cronin
in their home court in the semi final and
then accounted for Cork’s Pat Morris and
Chris Hurley, 21-10, 21-13 in the final at
O’Loughlins.

Masters Players of the Year : Paddy
Reilly (O’Loughlins) and Seamus Reade

(Talbots Inch)
These veteran Handballers lost the 40 x
20 Diamond Masters Doubles final to
Clare’e John Kirby and Jimmy Walsh. 21-
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Handball Féile a Huge Success
Ducksie Dominates Masters.......

FresKells handball Club in Féile na nGael Parade

Johnny Brennan and Joe Hennessy, winners of the
40 x 20 Golden Masters title.

Martin Lalor PROJohn McIlwaine
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12, 21-14.However later in the year they
won the 60 x 30 title in the same grade.
In the decider they comfortably saw off
the challenge of Cavan’s Greg Sheridan
and Patsy Hand, 

Senior Display of 2007 : Michael
Ducksie Walsh.
The Talbots Inch star came out all guns
blazing in this year’s60 x 30 champi-
onship. Reaching the final after a top
class display when defeating Michael
Gregan (Wicklow) in the semi final, he
found the class of Eoin Kennedy (Dublin)
too much on the day, losing 21-10, 21-6.
A fantastic achievement for a player in
his second season in the Masters grade,
and a true indication of a great athlete.
To complete a remarkable season for
Ducksie, he was named manager of the
Irish Junior team travelling to Tucson,
Arizona for the USHA Juvenile
Championships in late Decmber. For the
first time ever, this team includes two
Kilkenny players, Eoghan Hennessy
(Clogh) in the Boys 15 and under grade

and Richie Hogan (Kilfane) in Boys 19
and under.

Juvenile Performances of the Year :In
a year short on All Ireland success, Chris
Dawson (O’Loughlins) captured two U 17
titles. In the 60 x 30 Singles final he
defeated Waterford’s Tom Hanrahan, 21-
5, 21-3.Earlier in the season he part-
nered Dylan Clifford (St.Canices) to vic-
tory in 40 x 20 U17 Doubles when beat-

ing Cork 20-21, 21-14, 11-6.
Kilkenny also won the U17 Singles title in
40 x 20 when Mark O’Dwyer (Kells) over-
came Cork opposition, 21-13, 21-9.

Other Results  
40 x 20 
Intermediate Doubles Final : Darragh
Daly / Niall Kerr (Tyrone) dft Eddie
Bourke / Eamon Law (Kilkenny) 21-13,
17-21, 21-13.
Minor Doubles Final : Diarmuid Nash /
Noel Malone (Limerick) dft Niall Smyth /
Ger McGrath (Kilkenny) 21-3, 21-2.
Silver Masters A Singles S/F : Eamon
Conneeley (Galway ) dft Phil Parsons
(Kilkenny) 21-11,15-21,21-8
Silver Masters A Doubles S/F: Eamon
and Martin Conneeley (Galway) dft Phil
Parsons / Martin Lalor (Kilkenny) 21-20,
21-7.
U21 Doubles S/F: Dara Reid / Ciaran
Burke (Mayo) dft Richie Hogan / Patrick
Hogan (Kilkenny) 12-21,16-21,18-21.
Ladies Junior B Singles Final: Catriona

Casey (Kerry) dft Claire Love (Kilkenny)
21-1, 21-15
U15S Colm Ó Lúing (Kerry) dft John
Power (Kilkenny) 21-11, 21-2
U15D Colm Halpin / John Fahy (Clare)
dft Keith Clifford / Graham Clifford
(Kilkenny) 19-21, 21-11, 11-10
U14D Aisling O’Keeffe/ Caitríona Casey

(Cork) dft Laura Moore / Claire Grace)

Ciarán Neary pictured with IHC President Tom Walsh and Minor Singles champion C.J.Fitzpatrick.

Seamus Reade and Paddy Reilly, 60 x 30 Diamond
Masters Doubles Champions.  

Kells Feile Na Gael 40 x 20 Division 1 Winners.The team is :  Peter Funchion, Conor O'Dwyer, Andrew
O'Dwyer, Michael O'Keeffe and P.J.Trant.

Mark O'Dwyer U17 40 x 20 Singles winner

Ducksie Walsh and Pat Maher retained their Masters
titles in 40 x 20 and 60 x 30, while Ducksie comfort-

ably retained his Singles crowns.
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(Kilkenny)15-8, 15-6
U17D Edel O’Grady / Aisling Fitzgerald
(Clare) dft Claire Comerford / Claire
Moore (Kilkenny) 21-16, 21-12.
Golden Gloves : Boys U15 Winner,
Eoghan Hennessy (Clogh) 
Community Games Champions :
St.Canices Team, Mason Clifford, Keith
Clifford, Richard Dunphy, Keith Walsh.

60 x 30
Minor Singles Final C.J.Fitzpatrick
(Limerick) dft Ciarán Neary (Kilkenny)
21-0, 21-7
Minor Doubles Final C.J.Fitzpatrick
/Seamus O’Carroll (Limerick) dft Ciarán
Neary / Keith Burke (Kilkenny) 21-0, 21-9
DMAS Final John Kirby (Clare) dft Paddy
Reilly (Kilkenny) 21-2, 21-6 
SMBS S/F Frank Macken (Mayo) dft
Eamon Holohan (Kilkenny) 20-21, 21-18,
21-19
B14D  Conor Hannan / Killian Carroll
(Cork) dft Mason Clifford / Peter
Funchion (Kilkenny) 15-8, 15-6 
B15D  Colm Ó Lúing / Seán Ó Sé (Kerry)
dft Pauric Maher / Paul Holden
(Kilkenny)
20-21, 21-15, 11-2
B16D  Padraig O’Carroll / Steven Foley
(Limerick) dft Michael O’Brien / Patrick
Funchion (Kilkenny)  21-20, 21-12
B17D Alan Leamy / Trevor Vaughan
(Clare) dft Dylan Clifford, Gerard
McGrath (Kilkenny) 7- 21, 21- 10, 11- 7
G15D  Marie Collins / Aoife Gleeson
(Clare)  w/o Nicola Moore / Laura Moore
(Kilkenny) 
G14D Aisling O’Keeffe / Caitríona Casey
(Cork) dft Ciara Mahon / Mary Phelan
(Kilkenny) 15-11, 15-8
G16D Lisa Loughnane / Aisling
Fitzgerald (Clare) dft Rebecca
Mulholland / Claire Mulholland (Kilkenny)
21-5, 21-8
Colleges
40 x 20 

Junior Doubles Eoghan Hennessy /
Pauric Maher (Castlecomer Community
School) dft Clare 16-21, 21-12,11-1.
Senior Doubles Limerick dft Niall Smyth /
Mark O’Dwyer (Scoil Aireagail ) 21-17,
21-20. 

60 x 30 
SD Final Eamonn Foley / Ciarán Neary
(St.Kierans College) dft  Conor Moloney /
Tom Hanrahan (St.Augustines,
Dungarvan)  21-12, 21-13

ID Final Eoghan Hennessy / Padraig
Maher (Castlecomer CS) dft 

Grant Deeney, / Paul Keegan
(St Nathy’s College, Ballaghaderreen)
21-15, 21-10

JD Final Killian Carroll / Conor Hannan
(Mallow Secondary) dft

Cian Ryan / Keith Walsh (Coláiste
Eamonn Rís, Callan) 21-12, 20-21, 11-10

IS Final Stephen Cooney (St Nathy’s
College, Ballaghaderreen )dft 

Ger McGrath (Scoil Aireagail,
Ballyhale) 14-21, 21-8, 11-0

Girls JS Final Amy Corrigan( St
Nathy’s, Ballaghaderreen )dft  Mary
Phelan (Castlecomer CS) 21-6,21-8.
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Chris Dawson, winner of U17 40 X 20 Doubles and
60 x 30 Singles.

All Ireland Intermediate 60 x 30 Doubles Champions
: Michael Clifford (St.Canices) and Eddie Bourke

(O'Loughlins)

Dylan Clifford, winner of U17 Doubles title.

LEINSTER SHC 2008

Quarter-finals

Dublin v Westmeath

Offaly v Laois

Semi-finals

Wexford v Dublin/Westmeath

Laois/Offaly v Kilkenny Le gach dea-mhéin ó
Chomhairle Laighin CLG 

Micheál Ó Dubhshláine
Runaí

LLEEIINNSSTTEERR  SSHH  CCHHAAMMPPIIOONNSSHHIIPP  22000077
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Kilkenny Run Rebels Ragged
Senior Success Beckons for Conquering Cats......

Kilkenny     3-12   Cork     0-7

IT may be going through a transition at
senior level, but at underage grades
Kilkenny camogie has never had it so
good. Another All-Ireland title was sealed
when the minor OA’ Cats clawed Cork
into submission in Clonmel on Sunday.
Described in the programme notes as
the favourites to win the title and the
form team of the grade, Kilkenny never
gave their supporters a moment’s worry
as they emphatically wrapped up a sec-
ond successive crown at this level.
Although never behind in the game, it
was two goals in as many second half
minutes which cemented the win. Already
boasting a seven point lead (1-9  to 0-5),
a piece of instinctive goal-poaching from
Michelle Quilty all but finished the
decider. Pegged back by another
Kilkenny attack, Cork thought they had
survived when the Leesiders batted a
Marie Dargan 45 away from under the
crossbar in the 45th minute.
Alive to danger
However, they hadn’t reckoned on the
presence of Quilty. The Mullinavat cor-
ner-forward was alive to the danger, and
pounced. Given time to attack, Quilty
pulled first time and slammed an instinc-
tive shot to the back of the net. If that
had Cork reeling, the next shot on goal
was like a haymaker, as Kilkenny
showed how effortlessly they could turn
defence into attack. Mopping up a Cork
foray, Mariga Nolan sent a booming
clearance downfield. Marie Dargan did
well to make the catch over the grasp of
the full-back, then drew the defence
towards her before releasing the ball
across the edge of the square.  Quilty
was in the right place at the right time
and, with no challenge forthcoming, had
the simple task of palming the sliotar

past the hapless ‘keeper Denise Leahy.
Oozing confidence
The goals were just another sign of the
confidence that oozed from a Kilkenny
side who were in command of this game
from the off. While much was made of
the black and amber forward line, they
were almost put in the shade by the
power of their backline. Cork were frus-
trated at every opportunity, as the half-
back line of Leanne Fennelly, Colette
Dormer and Kate McDonald held the
Rebels at bay. The Leesiders may have
found scores very hard to come by in the
opening stages, but Kilkenny had no
such problems.Two Marie Dargan points
(one free) handed them a lead they

would never lose by the second minute,
Kate McDonald adding to that with a
massive free some six minutes later. Not
long afterwards, Kilkenny had their first
goal. Once again Dargan was the scorer,
finding herself in the right place at the
right time to turn a loose ball into the net
from just a few yards out.
Stunned
It took a stunned Cork 11 minutes to
muster up a shot on target. Typical of
their luck their first effort went wide, but
captain Deirdre Twomey made amends a
minute later thanks to a fine individual
score from an acute angle along the left
wing. Kilkenny’s response was swift. First
Dargan tested Denise Leahy with a shot
that threatened to creep in under the
crossbar, but the ‘keeper was able to
beat the sliotar away to safety. Their next
attack was even more impressive. Smart
play saw Leanne Fennelly cut out a quick
Cork free then clear the danger. The slio-
tar was swiftly moved up the field, pass-
ing through the hands of Kilkenny cap-
tain Noreen O’Keeffe and Katie Power
before Dargan added the finishing touch
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Camogie Report

Rose Malone, ex Sec Munster Camogie Council,
presents Michelle Quilty with Player of the Match

award at All Ireland Minor Final.       Sportsfile

Kilkenny - All Ireland “A” Minor Camogie Champions 2007
Panel:  1. Emma Staunton, Paulstown 2. Mariga Nolan, St. Lachtain’s 3. Ann-Marie Walsh, St Martin's 4. Paula Butler, Mullinavat 5. Leanne Fennelly, Mullinavat 6. Collette
Dormer, Paulstown 7. Kate McDonald, Thomastown 8. Maria Murphy, Clara 9. Lucinda Gahan, Mullinavat 10. Sinéad Long, Piltown 11. Katie Power, Piltown 12. Catherine
Walsh, Thomastown 13. Noelle Corrigan, St. Lachtain’s 14. Marie Dargan, St Martin's 15. Michelle Quilty, Mullinavat 16. Ruth Bergin, Cara 17. Nicola Butler, St. Bridget’s 
18. Niamh Byrne, Clara 19. Roisin Byrne, Clara 20. Eilis Cantwell, St Martin's 21. Georgina Culleton, Piltown 22. Aine Curran, St. Lachtain’s 23. Orlaith Curran, St Anne's 
24. Aisling Dunphy, St. Bridget’s 25. Edwina Keane, St Martin's 26. Niamh Kelly, Dicksboro 27. Linda Long, Glenmore 28. Ciara Lyng, Rower-Inistioge 29. Noreen Murphy,
Castlecomer 30. Noreen O'Keeffe, St Martin's 31. Claire Phelan, Lisdowney 32. Lydia Phelan, Carrickshock 33. Caoimhe Shiel, James Stephens           Sportsfile

INTERCOUNTY RESULTS 2007

U16A Leinster Final 2007
Kilkenny 3-13 - Dublin 2-9

U16A All Ireland Final 2007
Kilkenny 8-11 – Cork 0-6

Minor Leinster Final 2007
Kilkenny bt Offaly

MINOR CAMOGIE ALL IRELAND 2007
Kilkenny 3-12 – Cork 0-7

SENIOR CAMOGIE ALL IRELAND 
CHAMPIONSHIP

Dublin 6-7 – Kilkenny 1-7
Galway 1-12 – Kilkenny 1-4

Wexford 1-20 – Kilkenny 4-5
Cork 4-16 – Kilkenny 1-4

Kilkenny 2-14 – Tipperary 0-16
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with her second point of the afternoon.
Cork did manage to get on top in the
closing stages and add to their tally
thanks to Sinead O’Callaghan (free) and
Aisling Thompson (45), but they couldn’t
break down a teak-tough Kilkenny
defence. A Michelle Quilty free, coupled
with a nice point from Power, gave the
Cats a six point cushion at the interval
(1-6 to 0-3).
Lead grew
The lead grew even greater from the
start of the second half. Although Cork
tried hard to pick off scores they found
Kilkenny’s defence unwilling to let any-
thing through. Points for Power, O’Keeffe
and Quilty cancelled out like scores from
Cork’s Thompson (free) and Twomey,
before Quilty’s goal spree finished the
game as a contest (3-9 to 0-5). That
wasn’t the end of the scoring for the Cats
though. Power and Quilty added another
point apiece before Dargan’s final effort,
a fine point which came at the end of a
good crossfield move, confirmed

Kilkenny’s champion status.
While the winners had strong forwards in
Michelle Quilty and Marie Dargan, their
defence was just as solid. Led by player
of the match Leanne Fennelly, they never
let Cork settle into the game. The Rebels
were best served by Aisling Thompson
and Niamh Dilworth, but they would
always be second best.
The teams
Kilkenny - E. Staunton (Paulstown), M.
Nolan (St Lachtain’s), A.M. Walsh (St
Martin’s), P. Butler (Mullinavat), L.
Fennelly (Mullinavat), C. Dormer
(Paulstown), K. McDonald
(Thomastown), M. Murphy (Clara), L.
Gahan (Mullinavat), S. Long (Piltown), K.
Power (Piltown), C. Walsh
(Thomastown), N. O’Keeffe (St Martin’s,
capt), M. Dargan (St Martin’s), M. Quilty
(Mullinavat). Subs: E. Cantwell (St
Martin’s) for Butler, A. Dunphy (St
Bridget’s) for Walsh, both 33 mins; N.
Corrigan (St Lachtain’s) for Long, 48
mins; G. Culleton (Piltown) for Quilty, 57

mins; R. Byrne (Clara) for Nolan, 59
mins.
Cork - D. Leahy, L. Weste, A. Moynihan,
C, O’Neill, C. Motherway, M. Walsh, R.
de Faoite, B. Twomey, A. Thompson, K.
O’Brien, N. Dilworth, D. Twomey, E.
Corkery, D. Cronin, S. O’Callaghan.
Subs: J. Brennan for O’Brien, 31 mins; S.
Whelton for O’Callaghan, 46 mins; L.
Cunningham for Cronin, 53 mins; S.
Gleeson for Motherway, M. Vaughan for
Whelton, both 59 mins. 
Referee - D. Noble (Dublin).

The scorers - 
Kilkenny - Michelle Quilty (2-3, 0-2
frees); Marie Dargan (1-4, 0-1 free);
Katie Power (0-3); Kate McDonald (0-1
free); Noreen O’Keeffe (0-1). 
Cork - Aisling Thompson (0-2, 0-1 45, 0-
1 free); Deirdre Twomey, Niamh Dilworth
(0-2 each); Sinead O’Callaghan (0-1,
free).

Trevor Spillane (Kilkenny People)
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Kilkenny Senior Team 
(vs. Wexford in the

league)

Back: Laurena Murphy,
Grainne Brennan, Kelly Ann
Cottrell, Ann Dalton, Miriam
O’Keeffe, Catherine Doherty,
Brid Aylward, Marie Dargan,

Kate McDonald
Middle: Deirdre Delaney,

Therese Muldowney, Imelda
Kennedy, Julie Ann Woodcock,

Edwina Keane, Edel Maher,
Elaine Aylward, Lizzie Lyng
Front: Laura Comerford, Aine
Fahy, Colette Dormer, Eileen
Fitzpatrick, Michelle Quilty,
Niamh Butler, Katie Power,
Aoife Neary, Jackie Frisby

The Kilkenny U-14
Camogie team won their
Leinster final for the fifth
year in a row when they

defeated Dublin in St
Vincent’s on a score-line

of:
Kilkenny 2-4, Dublin1-4.

Eoin Hennessy

Kilkenny - All Ireland U16 Camogie Champions 2007
Panel:  Michelle Farrell (Thomastown), Michelle Brennan (Paulstown), Claire Aylward (Glenmore), Nicola Butler (St Brigid’s), Denise Gaule (O’ Loughlin Gaels), Louise Dunne
(Danesfort), Karen Duggan (Piltown), Anna Farrell (Thomastown),  Laura Bambrick (Paulstown), Aisling Dunphy (St Brigid’s), Niamh Kelly (Dicksboro), Edel Frisby (Ballyhale).
Niamh Byrne (Clara), Ruth Jones (Glenmore), Stacey Quirke (St Martin’s), Grace Murphy (Lisdowney), Sarah Dunne (St Brigid’s), Emma Staunton (Paulstown), Grace Walsh
(Tullaroan), Sinead Maher (Dicksboro), Alison Walsh (Windgap), Nicola Moore (Windgap), Aine Curran (St Lachtain’s), Rebecca Cleere (O’ Loughlin Gaels),  Laura Wall
(Mooncoin), Laura Hennessy (St Brigid’s), Sarah Kearns (Mooncoin), Aisling O’Grady (Dicksboro), Amy O’Connor (St Brigid’s) Kate Mc Donald (Thomastown)
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St Lachtain’s - Kilkenny Senior Camogie Champions 2007
Back: Deirdre Delaney, Jillian Dillon Maher, Aine Connery, April Purcell, Aine Curran, Noelle Corrigan, Eileen Fitzpatrick, Mary Dalton, Ester Costello, Imelda Kennedy,

Margaret Kavanagh, Claire Darmody
Front: Fiona Dowling, Mariga Nolan, Aoife Fitzpatrick, Mairead Costello, Marie O'Connor, Anne Dalton, Danielle Minogue, Marie Meagher, Lorraine Cass, 

Paula Dowling.

Thomastown - Kilkenny Intermediate Camogie Champions 2007
Back: Nicole Corrway, Lisa Carey, Trish Dempsey, Deirdre O'Keeffe, Annette Reddy, Ann Marie Gibbons, Niamh Whelan, Sinead Stapleton, Kathleen Begley, Caroline

Maddock, Ken Walsh.
Middle: Pat Manning, Aine Manning, Claire Murphy, Kate McDonald, Catriona Treacy (Capt), Liz Dempsey, Andrea Brennan, Katie O'Hara, Catherine Walsh, Michelle

Walsh, Helen Farrell.
Front : Chloe Corrway, Sarah Walsh, Tarah O'Hanlon, Amy Maher, Sally Teehan, Jenny Reddy, Anna Farrell, Michelle Farrell. 

Missing from Photo: Sinead Brennan.

County Camogie Champions 2007County Camogie Champions 2007

Eoin Hennessy

Clara - County Junior Champions 2007
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ST. CANICE'S created history by becoming
the first city school to win the Primary
Schools Roinn A title when they defeated St
Lachtain's of Freshford in Jenkinstown on
Wednesday evening.
This was a remarkable achievement for the
Granges Road based school as they have
won titles in Roinn D, C, B and A in succes-
sive years.
Two very highly skilled teams served up a
cracking first half, but the sheer power of
St.Canice's told in the second period and
the city school pulled away to a comfortable
vic-tory.
The opening ten minutes saw StLachtain's
under pressure and it took three brilliant

saves from Denise Daly and some stubborn
defend-mg from Ellen Delaney, Mary
O'Sullivan,Maureen Walsh and Tracy
Dalton to keep St.Canice's at bay.
Niamh Browne opened the scoring in the
11th minute with a point for the winners.
Five minutes later came the score of the
match when Freshford defender Maureen
Walsh col-lected the ball in her own half of
the field and set off on an unbelievable 70
yard run to crack an unstoppable shot to
the back of the net to put her team 1-0 to 0-
1 ahead.
Clodagh Power, Lydia Fitzpatrick, Katie Do-
heny and Becky Kennedy were working
tremendously hard in mid-field for St
Lachtain's but St.Canice's began to gain
the upper hand as the half wore on.
The city team's defence with Rachel Bawle
in goal and defenders Aisling Hennessy,
Alex Horan,Ciara Tyrrell and Aoife Butler
began to come to terms with the Freshford

attack.
The best player on the field Orla
Hanrick lashed home a goal for the
winners to put them back in front.
Freshford replied with a point from
Eva Dawson, who scooped the ball
over the bar, after some great work
by Megan Coogan and Hannah
Dermody.
But Orla Hanrick's influence was

beginning to show as she pointed
from 40 yards and her long delivery
was finished to the net by Niamh
Browne. Maureen Walsh pointed a
free for the girls in black and amber
to leave the half time score,
St.Canice's 2-2 St.Lach-tain's 1-2.
The second half belonged to the
city school and they stamped their
authority on the game from an early
stage. Dominating in the middle of
the field with Sarah Hen-nessy,
Orla Hanrick, Lucy Sherwin and
Louise Kenny prominent, the St.
Canice's for-wards got a good sup-
ply of the ball.

Orla Hanrick added a point,Niamh Browne
added a goal and two points with Louise
Kenny also finding the net and Eva Maher
landing a point after great work by Danielle
Kealy, to give St. Canice's a well deserved
vic-tory. A fantastic win for St. Canice's, but
spare a thought for the StLachtain's girls
who tast-ed defeat for the second year in a
row.

Scorers:
St. Canice's: 
Orla Hanrick (1-2), Louise Kenny (1-0),
Niamh Browne (2-3), Eva Maher (0-1).
Managers: Anita Sheehan and Marie
Gannon.

St. Lachtain's: 
Maureen Walsh (1-1), Eva Dawson (0-1),

Referee: Podge Butler (James Stephens)
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Canice’s Four in a Row!
Primary Schools Camogie Report 

St Canice’s - Roinn “A” Champions 2007
Back: Aisling Hennessy, Jillian Kavanagh, Danielle Kealy, Orla Hanrick, Kirsty Maher, Rachel Bawle, Aoife Butler, Ciara Tyrrell, Alex Horan, Sarah Hennessy, Niamh Tynan.

Front:  Aoife Prendergast, Sarah Kent, Niamh Rice, Niamh Browne, Lucy Sherwin, Louise Kenny, Eva Maher, Muireann Brennan, Emer Hogan, Anna Sheehan.

Freshford - Roinn “A” Finalists 2007
Back: Megan Coogan, Tracy Dalton, Denise Daly, Kerry Delaney, Lydia Fitzpatrick, Hannah Dermody, Maureen

Walsh, Katie Doheny, Mary Pat O’Sullivan.
Front: Eva Dawson, Becky Kennedy, Laura Dawson, Anna Corcoran, Clodagh Power, Alya Condon, Eleri Theloke,

Lorna Donnelly, Tara Hickey.

Roinn “A” Final

St Canice’s  4-6
Freshford 1-2

Photos Eoin Hennessy
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PAULSTOWN/Goresbridge dramatically
turned the tables on unbeaten Urlingford in
the Primary Schools Roinn B final at
Palmer-stown. This was a game of non-
stop action from the opening minute, with
both teams battling for supremacy.
Defenses were on top in the early stages
as each team worked hard to get a grip of
the game. Paulstown/Goresbridge got the
breakthrough in the llth minute when Mary
Wall shot to the net fol-lowing g9od work by
Lauren Bar-coe and Aine Brie.
This was a huge confidence booster for the
winners and they put Urlingford under a lot
of pressure for the remainder of the half.
The northern school defended really well,
with goalkeeper Danielle Burke,defenders
Brid Moore, Megan Coady, Kathleen Kenny

and Shonagh Ahern in brilliant form.
But on the stroke of half time a great move
involving Fiona Mullins, Sarah Buggy and
Mairead Whitely saw Rebecca Holden fin-
ish to the net to give her team a half time
lead of 2-0 to 0-0.
A rejuvenated Urlingford took to the field in
the second half and with Ashling Webster,
Cliona Burke, Jessie Ryan and Briana
Norton driving them forward, it was
Paulstown/Goresbridge's turn to defend.
Ten minutes of non stop attacking by
Urlingford saw Ciara Phelan, Niamh Healy
and Casey Burke coming within a whisker
of getting a major score on different occa-
sions for the losers.
But the Goresbridge/Paulstown defence
held firm with the inspirational Louise
Lonergan in goal and Rachel
Hennessy,Miriam Bambrick and Tara
Hennessy forming a defensive wall in front
of her.
Player of the match Denise Drennan was
unbeatable repelling attack after attack as

she lifted the siege. Sarah Buggy pointed
for the winners in the 38th minute and
seven minutes later Rebecca Holden netted
again. Urlingford never gave up the chase
and Ciara Phelan landed a point.
But the pendulum had swung towards the
team in red and black and the quicksilver
Rebecca Holden was on hand again to
crash home another goal to complete her
hat-trick. This was a cracking game of
camogie with Goresbridge/ Paulstown the
deserving winners and yet the scoreline
does very little justice to the efforts of the
Urlingford girls.

Scorers:
Goresbridge/Paulstown 
Sarah Buggy (0-1), Mary Wall (1-0),
Rebecca Holden (3-0), Lauren Barcoe.
Manager: Mary Holden.
Urlingford: Ciara Phelan (0-1).
Manager: Ann Brennan. 
Referee: Deirdre Delaney (Freshford)

Roinn “B” Final

Paulstown  4-1
Urlingford 0-1

Paulstown - Roinn “B” Champions 2007
Back:  Mary Holden (Coach),  Denise Drennan, Mairéad Whitely, Fiona Mullins, Rachael Hennessy, Sarah Buggy, Lauren Barcoe, Clodagh McDonald, Chloe Doyle    Anne

Marie Byrne, Áine Bric
Front:  Mary Wall, Roisin Breen, Tara Hennessy, Louise Lonergan, Miriam Bambrick, Rebecca Holden, Elaine Brennan, Sabina Maloney.

Urlingford - Roinn “B” Finalists 2007
Back: Róisín Leahy, Aine Leahy, Natasha Beehan-Moore, Sarah Moriarty-O'Connor, Casy Burke, Jessie Ryan, Danielle Burke, Sarah Jane Beehan, Kim Comerford, Niamh Ahern.

Centre: Helena Power, Aisling Webster, Briana Norton, Niamh Leahy, Megan Coady, Shonagh Ahern, Niamh Healy, Cliona Burke, Kathleen Kenny.
Front: Katie Walsh, Ciara Phelan, Lily Kenny, Bríd Moore, Lauren Moore, Leah Carroll, Tréise Gleeson, Rebecca Pembroke, Anne Marie Bergin.   

Absent from Photo: Emma O'Dwyer, Gráinne O'Dwyer.
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THE second match of the double bill fea-
tured two hard working sides pitted against
each other in another Roinn C final show-
down. As Muckalee posed for their pre-
match photograph, all eyes were on their
mascot, a sprightly Labrador kitted out in the
Muckalee colours of green and red.
Eileen Fitzpatrick threw the sliotar in and the
game began. It was five minutes before we
saw a score with Muckalee's Rebecca Allen
pointing from 15 yards out. Masterful at the
back for Muckalee were Tamara Agar and

Margaret Nolan giving absolutely nothing
away. Kelly Hamilton of Inistioge was putting
in a performance to remember picking up
every ball that came her way and making for
the Muckalee goal with pure grit and deter-
mination
She managed to put her team in front with a
goal, drilling a ball in from the left wing that
slipped beyond Muckalee goalkeeper Aoife
Coady. Edel Coonan of Muckalee delivered
on her early threats by putting the ball into
the Inistioge net after a skillful solo run that
took her all the way from her own half. She
added another goal shortly afterwards with
Muckalee full back Tamara Agar coming all
the way up the pitch to add to the tally with a
point. Half time saw Muckalee lead 2-2 to 1-
0. The Muckalee management had all the

right ingredients to ensure vic-
tory. The unorthodox but
clearly effective decision to
feed chocolate to the team at
half time seemed to invigorate
their troops to a new level.
Hamilton remained a rather
large and unpleasant thorn in
the Muckalee side darting all
over the pitch and netting her
second goal of the game
shortly after the break with a
long range effort. Her efforts
were aided by Inistioge mid-
fielder Tara Kennedy who was
beginning to come into the
game. Unfortunately for the
Rower, this was to be their
last score of the game despite
some good work from Niamh
Doyle, Siobhan Phelan and
Cliona Kelly in the full forward
line.
The steady Muckalee full
back line of Aine Buggy,
Tamara Agar and Eibhlin
Morrissey were more than
able to deal with the problems
Inistioge created. After
Hamilton went down with
injury, Inistioge never looked
like winning the match with
Muckalee gaining the initiative
again as Rebecca Comerford
gave Muckalee a bit of
breathing space with a clinical
strike on goal after good work
from Edel Coonan who also
managed to complete her hat-
trick late on. And so Mucklee
were crowned champions of
Roinn C with 4-3 to 2-0 
victory.
Muckalee:
1. Aoife Coady, 2. Aine Buggy,
3. Tamara Agar (0-1), 4.
Eibhlin Morrissey, S.Margaret
Nolan, 6. Kelly Comerford, 7.
Laura Finn, S.Cliodhna
Manning, 9. Edel Coonan(3-
1), 10. Ciara Butler, 11.
Rebecca Comerford (1-0), 12.
Rebecca Allen (0-1). Subs:
13. Mary Hennessy, 14.
Jenny Power, 15. Aoife
Hanlon, 16. Orlaith
Fitzpatrick, 17. Amy Finn, 18.
Marion Morrissey, 19. Lucy
Doyle, 20. Melissa

Comerford, 21. Megan O'Keeffe, 22. Eilish
Brennan, 23. Roisin Healy.

Rower Inistioge:
1. Nora Hanrahan, 2. Claire Fogarty, 3.
Christine Lyng, 4. Mairead Kennedy, 5. Alice
Moffitt, 6. Aine Gannon, 7. Kelly Hamilton (2-
0), 8. Aisling Carroll, 9. Tara Kennedy, 10.
Cliona Kelly, 11. Niamh Doyle, 12. Siobhan
Phelan. Subs: 13. Claire Lyng, 14. Jenny
Holden, 15. Laura Lester, 16. Laura Walsh,
17. Catherine Ashe-Doyle, 18. Emer
Spindler, 19. Ellen Moffitt. 

Referee: Eileen Fitzpatrick.

Roinn “C” Final

Coon/Muckalee  4-3
Rower/Inistioge 2-0

Coon/Muckalee - Roinn “C” Champions 2007
Back: Aoife Coady, Kelley Comerford, Laura Finn, Rebecca Allen, Rebecca Comerford, Cliodhna Manning, Evelyn Morrissey, 

Orla Fitzpatrick.
Middle: Aoife Hanlon, Lucy Doyle, Mary Hennessy, Aine Buggy, Margaret Nolan, Tamara Agar, Edel Coonan, Ciara Butler, Amy Finn.
Front: Jenny Power, Eilis Brennan, Roisin Healy, Melissa Comerford, Marion Morrissey, Megan O'Keeffe, Jilly Finn (Bone Specialist)

Seated in Front: Sophie Finn, Martina Morrissey.

Rower/Inistioge - Roinn “C” Finalists 2007
Back: Donal Kavanagh, LauraLyster, Ellen Moffett, Laura Walsh, Claire Lyng, Catherine Ashe-Doyle, Jenny Holden.

Middle: Kelly Hamilton, Christine Lyng,  Nora Hanrahan, Claire Fogarty, Mairead Kennedy, Alice Moffett, Siobhan Phelan, 
Mary Lyng.

Front: Derbhla Kelly, Aisling Carroll, Cliona Kelly, Niamh Doyle, Tara Kennedy, Aine Gannon, Johanna Galavan.
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THE SUN looked down favourably upon
Nowlan Park as the Roinn C and D Primary
School Camogie finals took place.
First up was Roinn D, where Ballyragget
took on St Joseph's Girls School,
Kilmacow. Ballyragget took to the pitch like
a team with a mission as two early goals in
quick succession from Laura Delaney and
Kelly Dowling set the game alight. Halfback
Kate Holland of Ballyragget was exerting
her expertise and authority on the game
from the outset, dominating the midfield
area and forcing relentless pressure on the
Kilmacow defence.
Ground hurling was the order of the day as
Kilmacow tirelessly attempted to match
Ballyragget's hunger and their persistence
paid off with a goal after Ciara Kennedy
launched a high ball into the goalmouth,
which could only be batted out by Noelle
Murphy into the path of Kate Irish who dis-
patched the ball into the net. Ballyragget
added a third shortly afterwards as Holland
delivered a trademark flighted ball into the
square that wasn't dealt with by the
Kilmacow defence and was punished by a
sweetly struck ground strike by Kelly
Dowling.
Dervla Gannon of Ballyragget was begin-
ning to come into the game towards the
end of the first half linking up with Holland
for a few moves that even Shefflin and Cha
would have been proud of. Holland pointed
from a '30 and Dervla Gannon netted from
the halfway line, before the half-time whistle
was blown with Ballyragget comfortably
ahead at 4-1 to 1-0. 
Dervla Gannon taking up where she left off,
added a goal, assisted once again by the
outstanding Holland. Eimear Stapleton,
along with her corner backs Aoife Jacob
and Megan Foley, was instrumental for
Ballyragget in preventing Kilmacow from
staging a comeback.
The scores began to mount for Ballyragget
after the early second half goal with
Gannon netting another goal and two points
with Kelly Dowling killing the game off as a
contest with another goal. But there was life
in Kilmacow yet. Aine Kinsella took it upon
herself to considerably narrow the margin
scoring a remarkable two goals and two
points within a hectic three minute period
as the Ballyragget defence failed to cope
with this show of superb individuality. Ciara
Kennedy added a final point for Kilmacow
before referee Mary McEvoy heralded the
end of the game.

Ballyragget:
1. Noelle Murphy, 2. Megan Foley, 3.
Eimear Stapleton, 4. Aoife Jacob 5. Kate
Holland (0-1,) 6. Aoife Dempsey, 7. Emma
Kelly, 8. Anna Brennan, 9. Dervla Gannon
(3-2), 10. Laura Delaney (1-0), 11. Shauna
Lacey, 12. Kelly Dowling (3-0). 
Subs: 13. Niamh Lennon, 14. Laura
Hegarty, 15. Orla Jacob, 16. Sheila Kenny.

Kilmacow:
1. Shannon Walsh, 2. Caoimhe O'Dwyer, 3.
Aoife Dennehy, 4. Kate Hennessy, 5.
Rebecca Haberlin, 6. Ciara Kennedy (0-1),
7. Aine Kinsella (2-2), 8. Sarah Molloy, 9.
Ciara Vereker, 10. Ruth Fitzgerald, 11.
Joanne Butler 12. Kate Irish (1-0). 
Sub: 13. Megan Butler, 14.Tara C. Morrow,

15. Louise Carew, 16. Karen Costello, 17.
Sinead Doody, 18. Ceri Green, 19. Susan
Kinsella, 20. Claudia Langford, 21. Laura
O'Shea, 22. Aisling Walker, 23. Aoife Walsh

Referee: Mary McEvoy
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Roinn “C” Final

Ballyragget 7-3
Kilmacow 3-3

Kilmacow - Roinn “D” Finalists 2007
Back: Megan Butler, Aoife Walsh, Claudia Langford, Laura O' Shea, Louise Carew, Tara Carroll Morrow,

Aisling Walker
Middle: Áine Kinsella, Ruth Fitzgerald, Caoimhe O' Dwyer, Ciara Kennedy, Sarah Molloy, Aoife Dennehy, Ciara

Vereker.
Front: Kate Hennessy, Joanne Butler, Rebecca Haberlin, Shannon Walsh, Kate Irish, Sinéad Doody.

Ballyragget - Roinn “D” Champions 2007
Back: Lauren Dermody, Niamh Lennon, Laura Hegarty, Sheila Kenny, Orla Jacob 

Middle: Dervla Gannon, Eimer Stapleton, Aoife Jacob, Aoife Dempsey, Kate Holland (Captain), Noelle Murphy,
Anna Brennan, Emma Kelly

Front: Laura Delaney, Megan Foley, Shauna Lacey, Kelly Dowling.

Schools Cam Report  29/11/2007  12:41  Page 4

 
                                 KILKENNY GAA YEARBOOK 2007



Kilkenny   3-5   London  2-5

While it’s usually the county hurlers who leave Croke Park with
silverware in tow, 30 Kilkenny women rewrote the record books
one Sunday in September.
After reviving the sport just a few years ago, the Kilkenny ladies
Gaelic footballers went from newcomers to champions when
they lifted the junior All-Ireland title at the GAA’s HQ.
After an eventful year – Kilkenny lost both their league quarter-
final to Louth and Leinster final against Carlow by a single point
in each game – the Cats scored three wins on the trot to book
their place in the final against London.
In their first game of the All-Ireland series, Kilkenny turned the
tables on Carlow, beating their near neighbours by the narrow-
est of margins (0-11 to 1-7). Next up was a comprehensive win
over Wicklow (4-10 to 1-10), before a walkover from Offaly
earned them a semi-final berth against Derry.
The semi-final was another tense affair, but Kilkenny showed
their intentions for glory when they saw off the girls from the
Oak Leaf county. Two goals from Marie Dargan and one from
sub Noreen O’Keeffe helped them to a 3-11 to 1-10 win and a
place in the final.
The Cats showed no signs of nerves on the big day, and
clawed their way into a big lead inside the opening ten minutes,
shocking opponents London. Boosted by a number of
Australian players, the girls from ‘across the water’ were tipped
for glory, but were washed away by a rampant Kilkenny.
A week before the game the team selectors Paul Whelan
(Mullinavat) and Richie Windle (James Stephens) took the step
of arranging a trip to Croke Park to enable the players to get a
feel for their surroundings. The team were walked through their
entire pre-match process, from the dressing-room and warm-up
areas, before going down the tunnel and out on to pitchside.
The trip, designed to get rid of any pre-final butterflies, worked
a treat. Determined to get into the game from the word go,
Kilkenny quickly stamped their authority on the match, Miriam
O’Keeffe shooting the opening point inside the first minute.
London were caught cold by Kilkenny’s start, and paid the price
when they conceded a penalty just 60 seconds later.
Carrickshock’s Sara McCarthy came all the way up from full-
back to take the kick, and gave the London ’keeper no chance
with a sweetly-struck shot that flew into the net.
That was the dream start Kilkenny craved, but the game was
about to get even better. While London picked off two points to
open their account, they had trouble controlling the dangerous
Marie Dargan and her fellow forwards.
It was that strength up front that saw Kilkenny stretch their lead
again. London had no answer to the swift passing of the Cats,
the ball moving through the hands of Dargan, Noreen and

Miriam O’Keeffe before Lydia Phelan took possession on the
edge of the square.
Phelan remained ice-cool under pressure, drawing the ’keeper
from her line before driving a low shot to the back of the Canal
End net.
Kilkenny’s momentum showed no signs of stopping at that
stage. A fine individual score from Dargan stretched their
advantage to six points (2-2 to 0-2) by the ninth minute, but as
the half wore on they found that London were determined to
prevent it from being a one-sided final.
It may have taken them longer than they would have liked, but
by half-time London were right back in the game. Led by a
Sharon Lynch goal, they closed the gap to just two points (2-2
to 1-3), but were given an even bigger boost when the Cats lost
influential forward Marie Dargan to the sin bin just 60 seconds
before the interval.
Already at a disadvantage in the player stakes, the second half
became even harder for Kilkenny when they fell behind to
London, Shauna Keogh’s long range effort looping over the
head of Kilkenny ’keeper Noelle Curran and into the net just
four minutes after the restart.
Kilkenny were on the rack at that stage and, although Kelly-
Anne Cottrell swapped points with Keogh, London continued to
hold the upper hand. Things may have looked grim for the girls
in black and amber, but the return of Dargan, plus the introduc-
tion of sub Orla McCormack, proved to be the turning point in
the game.
With Miriam O’Keeffe drawing Kilkenny level (2-4 apiece)
London’s grip on the game finally slipped. Then, with 14 min-
utes to go, Kilkenny moved back into a lead which they would
not surrender again. 
First to a ball driven across goal by Miriam O’Keeffe, Marie
Dargan showed great awareness to win possession, then shim-
mied past her marker and switched play inside to sub Orla
McCormack.
A crowd of London backs came to meet her, but the young
James Stephens girl  found room to fire off a low shot.
Everyone seemed to freeze when London ’keeper Sharon
Murphy got a hand to the ball, but the netminder was power-
less to prevent McCormack’s cracking effort from crossing the
line.
More than three points, the goal seemed to boost Kilkenny’s
onfield efforts. As London began to fade the Cats were full of
running, Dargan slotting over a free to increase her side’s win-
ning advantage to four points. 
London did come back with one last score, a point which meant
there just three between the teams and some nervy moments
ahead, but they couldn’t prevent Catriona Grace from walking
up the steps of the Hogan Stand to collect the trophy and lead

Football First for Kilkenny’s Wonder Women
Kikenny takes first Football Title Trevor Spillane,  Kilkenny People

All Ireland Ladies’ Junior Football Champions 2007
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her side into the history books.
After suffering a series of blows throughout the year, team
manager Paul Whelan lauded his side for having the courage
to come back from every obstacle put in their path. 
“Just like over the rest of the year, the girls proved to us all in
the final that they can cope with anything,” he added. “Having
lost by a point to Carlow in the Leinster final they came back
and beat them in first round of the All-Ireland series. After that
they played well against Wicklow and Derry, getting better with
every game.”
“Traditionally we haven’t been great starters, so to get one in
the final was a massive boost,” the manager said. “While we
went to sleep midway through the game we had had a number
of close matches all year, so we had learned not to panic.”
That praise was echoed by team trainer and fellow selector
Richie Windle.
“They are an exceptional bunch,” he said. “Seven of the start-
ing 15 were under 20 years of age, which was also the average
age of the team. With Player of the Match, Marie Dargan, aged
just 17, it just goes to show that the future is bright for ladies
football in Kilkenny.
“We trained for eight long months, played in some tough chal-
lenge matches, and knew that we had the title within our grasp
coming in to Croke Park.
“Some people may not have believed us, but we knew the girls
had it in them,” he added.
“We’re so proud of this team,” Windle said. “At half-time, when
we got the girls into a huddle, the last thing we said to them
was that the next half hour would determine how their year
went – they gave their all, and went down in history as the first
Kilkenny football champions.”
Kilkenny’s scorers in the final were: Sara McCarthy (1-0, penal-
ty), Lydia Phelan, Orla McCormack (1-0 each); Marie Dargan
(0-2, 0-1 free); Miriam O’Keeffe (0-2), Kelly-Anne Cottrell (0-1,
free).
The victorious Kilkenny panel: Noelle Curran (Railyard), Andrea
Murphy (Railyard), Sara McCarthy (Carrickshock), Niamh
Whelan (Thomastown), Leanne Fennelly (Mullinavat), April
Purcell (Railyard), Catriona Grace (Railyard, captain), Breda
Roche (Railyard), Angela Kenneally (Mullinavat), Noreen
O’Keeffe (Railyard), Miriam O’Keeffe (Railyard), Lydia Phelan
(Carrickshock), Kelly-Anne Cottrell (Mullinavat), Marie Dargan
(Railyard), Helen Murphy (Mullinavat), Lucinda Gahan
(Mullinavat), Aine Sheehy (Thomastown), Joanne Cottrell
(Mullinavat), Siobhan Magner (James Stephens), Emer
Roantree (Mullinahone), Keeva Fennelly (Carrickshock), Sarah
Butler (Carrickshock), Marie O’Connor (Freshford), Orla
McCormack (James Stephens), Aoife Gorey (James Stephens),
Carol Phelan (Mullinavat), Sally Teehan (Thomastown), Emma
Nolan (Carrickshock), Mary Love (Railyard), Alice Farrell
(Railyard).
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EJ MCDERMOTT
Insurance Broker

GOWRAN,  CO.KILKENNY   Tel. 056/7726123

ALL CLASSES OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED  (MEMBER OF I.B.A.)

Nobody looks harder to find you a lower quote

Bree White (London) & Kelly Ann Cottrell (Kilkenny) Sportsfile

Natalie O’Connor (London) & Angela Kenneally (Kilkenny) Sportsfile
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Football Gallery

Mullinavat - County SF Champions 2007
Back: Stephen Ryan, Pat Farrell, Damien Reid, Declan Duggan, Kenny Slattery, Liam Murphy, Andrew McGovern, John Paul Dungan.

Middle: Michael Duggan, Maurice Murphy, Ger Anthony, Willie O Dwyer, Michael Murphy,Jamie Fennelly, Seamus Farrell, Dinny Butler. 
Front: Nicholas Anthony, Tony Duggan, Conor Conway, Micheál Farrell, Paddy Raftice, Tomás Frisby.

(Missing from photo: Walter Burke (Capt.), Paul Aylward Both injured)

James Stephens - Co IF Champions 2007
Back: David Walton, David Carroll , Peter McBride, Francis Cantwell, Niall Lanigan, John Taylor, Aogán Courtney,  Niall Tyrrell 

Middle: Richard Windle, Jim Mulvin, Jackie Tyrrell, Conor Mc Quillan, Joe Mernagh, David Mc Cormack, Richie Hayes, Matthew Ruth, Phil Fan
Larkin, Brian Mc Evoy, Adrian Finan 

Front: Philip Larkin, Derrick Brennan, Mark Hoban, Dermot Grogan, Eoin Larkin, Brian Dooley(Capt), Gary Whelan, Joe Murray, Liam O’Connor 

Photos   Eoin Hennessy
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Graignamanagh - County JF  Champions 2007
Back: Ray Coady, Neill Coady, James Cullen, Kevin Dowling, Ronan Dowling, Eddie Walsh, Paul Keating

Middle: Kellyann Whelan, Mascot,Martin Bolger Richard Barron, Alan Morrissey, Ken Walsh, Padraig Whelan, Chris Oneill, James Cahill, Leonard
Blanchfield,.Thomas O Donnell, Mascot

Front: John Carroll, Manager, Jack Carroll Mascot, Kevin Cushen, Eddie Dowling, John Flood, Hugh Flood Capt, Ger Dowling, Jim O Donnell, Sean
Ryan, Ger Walsh, Caoimhe Walsh Mascot, Orla O’Donnell Mascot, Una Cahill Mascot

Glenmore - SF  Finalists 2007
Back:  David Jones, John Fitzgerald, Daniel Cody, Donal Cody, Paul Fitzgerald, Fintan Walsh, E Doyle, Kenneth Cottrell.

Middle:  Paddy Mullally, Richie Mullally, Pj O Connor, Fergal Freyne, Tommy Dollard, John Cody, Emmett Vereker, James Murphy.
Front:  John Phelan, Michael Cody, Davy Aylward, Michael Phelan, Anthony Phelan, Mark Phelan, Paul Phelan, Paddy Murphy.
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Mooncoin- IF  League & Championship Finalists 2007
Back: Alan Heneberry, Robbie Cody, Del Comerford, Liam Walsh, Bill Quinn, Joe Kearns, Anton Lennon, Patrick Kinsella, 

Maurice Flynn.
Middle: Eoin Heneberry, Keith Kirwan, Eddie Mackey, Niall Mackey, Sean Wall, Jamie McGrath, Derek Phelan, Eamon Mackey.

Front: Diarmuid Mackey, Dick Howley, P.J. Rowe, David O Brien, Barry Purcell, Thomas O Hanlon, John Phelan, Ray Wall.

Conahy Shamrocks – Intermediate Football League Champions 2007
Back: Tomas Nolan, David Healy, John Wallace, Colm Healy, Padraic Conway, Canice Brennan, Terry Mannion, Eoin Byrne, Ger Byrne.

Middle: Kevin Mulhall (Selector), Daire Connery, Barry Murphy, Peter Harding, Paul Buggy, Peter Dollard, Martin Fitzpatrick, Seamus Óg Brennan,
Padraic Nolan, Larry Deevy (Manager).

Front : Michael Bergin, Alan Healy, Denis Kelly, Declan Buggy (Captain), Mark Gunner (Mascot), Conor Brennan, Gavin Nolan, Brian Healy, Tomas
Nolan, Ciaran Muldowney.
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“Hurling is the greatest game of them all and 2007
has proved to be a fantastic year for hurling,”
enthused Paudie Butler, National Director for Hurling
at the conclusion of the 26th annual Lisdowney
Coca-Cola Sevens. “We have a strong tradition of
hurling and it is being passed on from one generation
to another, just as it has been for the last 26 years
here in Lisdowney. We do it for the love of the game
and not for what we can earn from it.” He added that
he brought his good wishes from an tUachtarán,
Nicky Brennan, from Co. Chairman, Ned Quinn and
from Croke Park, where co-incidentally, a special
Congress on the future of hurling was being held. He
said it gave him great pleasure to present the
Sweeney Cup to Donagh Carney, captain of the vic-
torious James Stephens team, who had defeated
Graigue-Ballycallan in a final full of top class hurling
and only 4 points separating the sides at the end.        

On the way to the final James Stephens defeated
Celbridge, St. Lachtains and Clarecastle, while
Graigue-Ballycallan accounted for Mullinavat,
Camross, Bennetsbridge and Harps. 

This year, the 26th year, 32 teams from Kilkenny,
Tipperary, Laois, Kildare, Antrim, Clare and South
Kerry were taking part on three consecutive
Saturdays in September. The first round losers took
part in the Kilkenny Supporters Club Shield. The win-
ners of the Shield were Danesfort, having beaten
Fenians, Erin’s Own and Ballyhale along the way and
then edged out winners against Celbridge by the nar-
rowest of margins. Celbridge had earlier accounted
for 
St. Martins, Young Irelands and Ballingarry.                 
Danesfort captain, Darragh Sheehan, was presented
with the Shield by Supporters Club Chairman, John
Mackey. Eamonn Nolan (Coca-Cola) did the honours
with the trophies while Donncadh Cody presented
runners-up, Celbridge, with their trophies.

Charles Dwyer (Harps) was the worthy winner of the
special Coca-Cola Best Player Award and was pre-
sented with the trophy by Richy Hogan, a former win-
ner of the title.

The local Parish Sevens provided great entertain-
ment with 6 teams of boys and girls from the 3
schools taking part. In the final Ciarán O’Carroll’s
team victorious over Kieran Skehan’s team to claim
the Parish Shield. In the Hennessy Medals final
Kevin Sweeney’s team defeated Michael Kenny’s
team.                                                                        

At the presentation of trophies Larry Hamilton acted
as MC and Club Chairman, Peter Tallis, welcomed all
the teams, their mentors and supporters. He thanked
sponsors Coca-Cola, Sweeney Brothers, Kilkenny
Supporters Club and Hennessy Sports. He also
praised referees Podge Butler and Sean Brennan, as
well as groundsman, Tom O’Carroll, and the club
members who acted as umpires and linesmen. He
thanked the local media for their coverage of the
tournament. The Ladies Committee, led by Josie
Bergin and Statia Kenny came in for special mention
as did chief organisers Larry Hamilton, Eamonn
Nolan, Eamonn Dunne and Conor Brennan.
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Lisdowney Sevens

Sweeney Cup Winners – James Stephens
Back: Val Malone (Jas. Stephens), Eamonn Nolan (Coca-Cola), Conor Brennan (Organiser), 

Larry Hamilton (Sevens Sec), Eamonn Dunne (Sevens PRO), Paudie Butler (Nat. Hurling Director).
Centre: Jack Cotter, Harry Wallace, Hugh Lane, Paddy Duggan, Andy Hickey.

Front: Dean Walsh, Jack McGrath, Donnagh Carney (capt), Michael Drennan, Diarmuid Cody.

Kilkenny Supporters Club Shield - Danesfort 
Back: Laura Dunne, Rachel Hogan, John Mackey (Supporters Club Ch.), Brendan Hyland, 

Eamonn Nolan (Coca-Cola), Ger Dunne, Michael O’Neill. 
Front: Patrick Tynan, Darren Knox, Darragh Sheehan (capt.), Jack Bruton, Cillian Treacy.

Parish Shield – Ciarán O’Carroll’s Team
Back: Shannon Maher, Conor O’Carroll, Kelly Ann Quinn, Brian Kavanagh.

Front: Aoife O’Carroll, Ciarán O’Carrol (capt), Niamh Kenny
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FOOTBALL
Action commenced for this age group
when the first rounds of the Football
League were played on the 25th of
February. All the league games were fin-
ished by the end of March; however, the
finals in the first three divisions were not
completed until the end of May. This
meant that the Championship was
deferred, but is currently being played
and should be completed before
Christmas. The Division Four League
Final between Ballyhale Shamrocks and
Bennettsbridge will be played soon also. 
Thomastown and James Stephens con-

tested the Division One Final and victory
went to the ‘Village Boys’ on the score-
line 4-9 to 3-1. 
Mooncoin won Division Two after a
tremendous match against St. Patricks.
Some well taken goal chances were
scored by both sides but the boys from
the ‘Suirside’ were on the right side of a
final scoreline of 5-5 to 4-4. 
Lisdowney were victorious over Conahy
Shamrocks in Division Three where they
dominated their opponents for most of
the game but nearing the end had to
sustain a marvellous comeback by the
lads from Jenkinstown.

HURLING
As part of the preparation for ‘Feile’ it
was decided to run a separate ‘Hurling
League’ this year where teams would get
extra matches. While this decision
proved to be a success for a number of
reasons it also highlighted the old prob-
lem of ‘grading’ of teams in this age
group. Every year attempts are made to
carry out this process based on school
league results together with analysis of
the registered details of players submit-
ted by their clubs. Problems arise
because some club under thirteen’s have
left Primary School and also where play-
ers attend school outside their parish,
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A Hectic Year!
Bord na nÓg U14 Report by Tom O’Hanlon

Dicksboro - Roinn A Hurling Championship Winners 2007
Back: Cian Hogan, Diarmuid Hickey, Paddy Boyd, Shane Brennan, Seamus McGrath, James Murphy, Gerry Walsh, Adam Farrell, Sean Scott, Andy Campion, Darren Bawle,

Conor Ryan, Kyryll Chulak, Darragh Holohan, Robbie Fitzpatrick,
Middle: Sean Fennelly, Enda O'Donoghue,Seamus Brennan, Ruairi Morrissey, Stephen Tynan, Ian Boland, Eoin Fennelly, Joe Bollard, Sean Treacy, Luke O'Hara, Peter Turley,Gary

Lynch, Stephen Farrell, Kevin Kenny, Andy Ryan, Tommy Bawle
Front: Adam Clifford, Eoin Cantwell, James Gittens, Eoin Gough, Aaron Duggan, Mason Clifford(Capt), Rory Glynn, Ciaran Brennan, Robbie Slater, Paul Clifford, Caitriona Gough

St Pat’s Ballyragget - U14 Roin B Hurling Champions 2007
Back: Brian Phelan (Mgr), Shem Lacey (sel), Jack Ryan, Kate Holland, Tracey Brennan, Shane Glennon, Kevin Kelly, Eoin Bergin, Lorcan Price, Paddy Mc.Evoy, Brendan

Brophy, Brendan Neary, Conor Bolger, Shem Kelly (sel), Niall Bolger (sel).
Front: Laura Delaney, Robert Dooley, Kevin Fitzpatrick, Sean Gleeson, Billy Butler, David Kelly, Mark Staunton, Jason Nolan, Robert Healy (capt), Luke Healy, Fabian

Jacob.
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because of geographical necessity. It is
also apparent that the club register is not
always to hand when ‘grading’ takes
place and in some cases may not be
fully completed. Nevertheless it must be
said that there were many positives to be
taken from this year’s League which
commenced in early April. Teams were
able to afford to lose a couple of games
and not be ousted from the competition,
and in cases where a team was far supe-
rior to the opposition they were able to
involve everyone on the panel. 

Six rounds were played in the first divi-
sion and James Stephens emerged vic-
torious in the final against Dicksboro on a
scoreline of 3-9 to 2-7. This outcome
would not have been envisaged after the
first round of games where the ‘Village’
lads were beaten by a very impressive
Barrow Rangers side. However, following
on from that reverse James Stephens
improved with every game and remained
undefeated in the rest of the League.
Nine rounds of games were played in the
second and third divisions with St.
Lactains being crowned champions of
the second division on the 16th of July
when they overcame a gallant Graigue
Ballycallan outfit on the scoreline of 3-7
to 2-5. 
Whilst the semi-finals of the third division
were completed also in July the final was
only decided recently when Kilmacow
slogged out a victory in miserable condi-
tions over a gallant Bennettsbridge side.
Indeed, the emergence of a skilled and
well trained team from the ‘Bridge’ was
one of the more heartening aspects of
this year’s under fourteen competitions.

Again nine rounds of games were played
in the Fourth Division which contained a
second team from both James Stephens
and Dicksboro. These same teams
clashed in one semi-final where the
‘Boro’ boys exacted some revenge on
their city neighbours for defeat in the
First Division Final. They emerged victo-
rious in this final against a gallant team
from Windgap who had earlier in the year
enlightened us all with their exploits in
Feile.

The Championship, which was played on
a league basis, meant that this age
group had the longest season for a num-
ber of years as it only started in August
and finished the end of October. Together
with their exploits in ‘Feile’ these players
had an exhausting season to say the
least, especially as it continues for some
with the football championship being run
in November and December.

The main feature of the championship
was the result and manner of Dicksboro’s
victory over James Stephens in the
Roinn A County Final. The ‘Village’ lads
had looked nigh on impregnable as they
marched on from their League success,
being unbeaten in their five league/cham-
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James Stephens - U14 A Football Champions 2007
Back: Kieran Brennan (sel), Harry Wallace, Ben Lahert, Donna Carney, Dean Brennan, Ciarán Madden, Paddy

Duggan, Eamonn Tyrrell (Mgr)
Middle: Denis Carney (sel), Aogháin Murphy, Robbie Hayes, Michael Drennan, Brian Hawe, Declan Mc.Quillan,

Garry O’Neill, Tom Phelan, David Hennessy, Diarmuid Cody, Kieran Mc.Quillan.
Front: Jack Mc.Grath, Nathan Owens, Brendan Dowling, Eoin Maher, Tim Brennan, Steven Thompson, James

O’Shea, Paddy Cantwell, Mark Tyrrell (sel). 

Carrickshock - Roinn D C’ship Winners
Back: Oliver Roche (selector), James O' Leary, James Hearne (selector), Conor O' Dwyer, James Grace,

Stephen Farrell, Gary Neville, Stephen Carr (captain), Richard Kenneally, Daithi Moran, Tommy Hearne, P J
Gaule, David Holden, Padraig Crowley (manager). 

Front: Stephen O' Dwyer. Owen Grace. Ian Dunphy. Kevin Farrell. Stephen Mackey. Padraig Farrell, Aaron O'
Neill, Dylan Halligan, Aaron Roche, Alex Broderick.

Mullinavat - Roinn C C’ship Winners
Back: Michael Jones, Matthew Reid, Robert Malone, John Fitzpatrick, Christopher Browne, Micheál Reid,

Liam Walsh, Brian Phelan, Conor Frisby, Daniel Coughlan.
Middle: Darren Waters, Thomas Aylward, JulieAnn Malone, Ciara Holden, Pat Mulhearn, Mark Mansfield, John

McCabe, Simon Aylward (Capt.), Vincent Ryan, John Walsh.
Front: Larry Gaule, Niall Mulhearn, Liam Fennelly, James McCarthy, Conor Duggan, Mark Ryan, Daniel Walsh,

Damien Aylward, Killian Dunphy.
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pionship games and semi-final before
losing the final on a scoreline of 4-9 to 2-
5. This was a remarkable game not
alone for the result but more especially
the intensity and no little skill displayed
by Dicksboro who had suffered a humili-
ating thirteen point defeat to the same
opposition during the league section.

A similar story emerged from Roinn B
when St. Patricks reversed a heavy
defeat to Bennettsbridge in their first
round game with an emphatic victory in
the final. The competition in this division
was tremendous with displays from
teams like St. Lactains, Emeralds,
Graigue Ballycallan, Kilmacow, Mooncoin
and Conahy Shamrocks also giving great

hope for the future. 
A very young Mullinavat team took the
honours in Roinn C with victory over
Windgap in the final. Again, teams like
Danesfort, Graiguenamanagh, Piltown,
Rower Inistioge and Ballyhale
Shamrocks showed distinct improvement
as the year developed.

In Roinn D the honours went to
Carrickshock who beat a much improved
Cloneen team in the final on a scoreline
1-12 to 1-7. In the case of both teams
the motto surely has to be ‘from little
acorns…………’. Galmoy must also be
praised for their efforts in this division.

In a year when much discussion has

taken place about the state and standard
of under age hurling we certainly have
much to enthuse about the crop of
hurlers that we saw ‘plying their trade’ in
this age group during 2007. Our biggest
task for the future is to provide a struc-
tured fixture list with competitive games
for these hurlers as they develop to
Minor grade over the next four years. It is
imperative also that the extra efforts that
were made this year, because of the
‘feile’, are continued and built on at every
age group over the coming years. A great
debt of gratitude is due to all the parents,
coaches, team mentors and referees that
helped to make 2007 a year to remem-
ber for the development of hurling and
football at under fourteen level.
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Lisdowney -League Div 3 Champions 2007
Back: John Phelan (sel), Ciarán Bergin, Andrew Hickey, Simon Randell, Shane Ruth, Edward Kenny, Ger Healy, Eoin Lyons, Michael Kenny, Kevin Sweeney, Aoife

Murphy, Claire Phelan, John Kenny (sel), Tom Carroll (sel).
Front: William Kenny, Peter O’Sullivan, Kieran O’Carroll, Shane Brophy, Niall Buckley, Conor O’Carroll, Edward Connery, Brian O’Carroll, Eoin Walsh, Ciarán Skehan.

James Stephens - U14  Hurling League Div 1 Champions
Backrow: A. Murphy, S. O’neill, L. Hickey, D. Mcquillan, D. Cody, G. O’neill, H. Lane, B. Howe, M. Drennan, C. Cummins, D. Hennessy, T. Brennan

Front Row: B. Lahart, P. Duggan, J. Mcgrath, A. Hickey, D. Walsh, J. O’shea, N. Ownes, D. Carney, P. Cantwell, B. Dowling, A. Valentine, H. Wallace , T. Phelan(Missing), 
S. Thompson(Missing)
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St Lachtain’s - U14 “B” Hurling Championship Winners 2007
Back:  Criomthainn Bergin,  John Bergin, Liam Hickey, Brendan Quinnm, Naoise Waldron, Denis Lennon, Philip Campion, Robert Barnaville  Michael

Neary, Jamie Burke, Fintan White, Matthew Phelan.
Front : Paul White, Niall Cooper, Jack Boland, Simon Rafter, Evan Hughes, Ryan Hughes, Shane Donnelly, Jack Cleere, James Maher, Darren

Brennan, Darragh Quinn, John Bowden, Shea Burke, Patrick Maher.

Dicksbooro - U14 Div 4 League Champions 2007
Back: Shane O'Brien, Evan Cody, Anthony Bourke, Cian Hogan, Robbie Slater, Patrick Cahill

Middle: Dean Dalton, Stephen Farrell, Ian Boland, Daniel Farrell, Kyryll Chulak, Joe Bollard, Shane Brennan, Andy Campion
Front: Robbie Fitzpatrick, Darragh Holohan, Jason Hennessy, Darren Bawle (Capt), James Murphy, Sean Scott, Conor Ryan, Enda O'Donoghue,

Justin Cahill

PPAAT MOORET MOORE

Birchwood, Carrick on Suir.        Tel:  051-648142  Mobile No.:  087-2567517

De-Laval Main DealerDe-Laval Main Dealer
MILKING MACHINES SALES,  

SERVICE & TESTING,  FEEDING SYSTEMS,  

AUTOMATIC SCRAPER SYSTEMS,  WATER HEATERS,  SLURRY PUMPS

& WASH PUMPS
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Roinn A Championship

In the under-16 Championship, the three big hitters in the City
were joined by St.Martin’s, John Lockes, Barrow Rangers, and
St.Patrick’s, Ballyraggett.
Dicksboro posted early notice that they would not be relinquish-
ing their title without a serious attempt at keeping it out the
Tullaroan Road. They were pitched in against St.Martin’s in the
quarterfinals, whom they suitably, and very comprehensively
despatched on a score of 3-19 to 0-7. James Stephens pulled
the long straw when getting a bye into the quarter-finals, but in
the game of the championship, a resurgent John Lockes from
Callan came up short-barely- against O’Loughlin Gaels, who
rattled home 3-11, two points clear of the hard-chasing Callan
lads, who bagged 3-9. Another pair of improving clubs, Barrow
Rangers from Paulstown faced St.Patrick’s, who have been
cutting quite a reputation for themselves at juvenile level for the
past couple of years. This time, the Ballyraggett lads were just
a little too good for the Paulstown lads, winning by 1-15 to 1-5.
In the first semi-final, Dicksboro would have been delighted to
take on their city rivals, James Stephens. Of late, they seem to
have the Indian sign on their Village opponents at juvenile
level, so it was not surprising that they came out on top in this
one, winning by a whopping 4-19 to James Stephens 0-8. 
A long time since that happened at under-age in Kilkenny City!
The second semi-final was a magnificent contest, as

O’Loughlin Gaels proved a little too good for St.Patrick’s
Ballyraggett. They won by 5-11 to St.Pat’s 3-9, but the score
certainly does not do justice to the gallant endeavour, and
determination of a delightful Ballyraggett outfit. O’Loughlin’s
were to face reigning county champions, Dicksboro less than
96 hours later in the county final; a tall order indeed.
Dicksboro had not tasted defeat in any competition for at least
two years. They carried the favourite’s tag into this final, and
their form was such that it was difficult to oppose them on the
betting market. 

The first half was very closely contested, and neither side could
really establish a serious hold on the trophy. Level at the break,
level on a couple of occasions subsequently, but it was the
determination, and never-say-die attitude of the lads from St.
John’s Park that saw them finally come through in a very low
scoring game.

O’Loughlin Gaels 1-9, Dicksboro 0-11.

O’Loughlin Gaels: Sam Johnston, Michael Rice, Anthony
Forristall, Daragh Nolan, Michael Twomey, Sean Direen,
Patrick O’Driscoll, Andrew Cantwell, Evan Walsh, Eddie
Burke, Jack Wallace, Alan Grincell, Patrick Butler, Paddy
Delaney, Eoin Grant.
Subs:Donal Brennan, Mark Craughan, Sean Brennan, Colm
Byrne, Keith Murphy.

Dicksboro: PhilipByrne, J.J.Hickey, David Glynn, Caimin
Browne, Gary Gaule, Danny Kenny, Jesse Waters, Jamie
Lynch, Kevin Nolan, Cillian Buckley, Martin Gaffney, Ollie
Walsh, Cian Tynan, Michael Cotter, Eamonn Campion.
Subs : Daragh Buggy, William Gaffney, Ciaran Gaugh,
Stephen Glynn, Evan Guilfoyle, Michael Hayes, Conor
Maharaj, Aidan Nolan, Eoin Prendergast, Aaron Mc.Donald.

Roinn B Championship

Clara youngsters contribute to a marvellous year

There were some tidy contests in the first round of this champi-
onship. Mullinavat had a cracker of a game against Danesfort
before winning 0-10 to 0-9. In another wham bang wallop game
in Palmerstown, Erins Own (3-10) just got up on the line to beat
Graigue Ballycallan (2-12). Dunnamaggin (0-11) beat
Thomastown (0-9), the Fenians (3-12) were too strong for
Slieverue (1-12), while the Rower Inistioge (1-12) beat
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Brilliant O’Loughlin Gaels!
Bord na nÓg U16 Report 
by Barrie Henriques

O’Loughlin Gaels - Roinn “A” U16 Hurling Champions 2007
Back: Jack Nolan, Donal Brennan, William Dowling, Keith Murphy, Cillian Phelan, Darryl Butler, Gavin Mahoney, James Bourke, Kevin Mc Garry,

Stephen Hawe, Kevin O’ Brien, Gerry Buckley(Jnr).
Middle: Gerry Buckley (Snr) Selector, Seamie Cummins Selector, Jack Wallace, Michael Hennebry, Eddie Bourke, Seán Direen, Billy Leydon, Paddy

Delaney (Captain), Sammy Johnston, Eoghan Grant, Patrick O’Driscoll, Anthony Forristal, Michael Twomey, Joe Nolan Selector, Philip Twomey Selector.
Front:  Seán Dunne, Seán Wemyss, John Dalton, Mark Croughan  Evan Walsh, Patrick Butler, Michael Rice, Jamie Gleeson, Daire Nolan, Andrew

Cantwell, Alan Grincell, Colm Byrne, Richard Moylan, Padraig Meaney.
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Mooncoin (0-8).
The game of the quarterfinals was that
between the Fenians and Erin’s Own.
First time out, they drew at 3-9 apiece. A
last second point insured that the
Fenians marched onto the semi-finals,
winning by 0-14 to 1-10. Mullinavat (2-
10) had a point to spare over Rower
Inistioge (1-12), while Conahy and Clara
had good wins over St.Lactains and
Dunnamaggin respectively.
Mullinavat took care of the Fenians in
their semi-final, while Clara, scoring a
huge nineteen points, got the better of
Conahy Shamrocks. 
It took two offers to decide a champion
between Mullinavat and Clara. First time
round, Mullinavat clattered 2-5 between
the Clara posts, but Clara had bagged 1-
8 themselves to tie it all up. However in
the replay, a plethora of marvellous
points by the Clara lads helped them to a
very comfortable win by 0-15 to 0-4. It
certainly gilded the success lily of Clara
in 2007.

Clara: Brian Prendergast, Peter
English, Thomas Byrne, James
Dowling, Jack Langton, Nickey Crean,
Kevin Barcoe, Conor O’Shea, Peter
Nolan, John Murphy, Patrick Galvin,
David O’Connell, Noel Kehoe, Cillian
Phelan, Shane Cassin.
Subs: Brian Delaney, Christopher
Bolger, Brian Walsh, James Barry,
Ciarán Casey. 

Mullinavat: James Culleton, Thomas
Aylward, Joseph Fennelly, Mossy
Jones, James Dalton, Andrew
Delahunty, Darren Kenneally, Pauric
Gahan, Simon Aylward, Daniel Davis,
Michael Kent, Ger Malone, Ciaran
Boyle, Ian Duggan, Tommy Lanigan.
Subs: Daniel Malone, Mark
Mc.Donald, Joey Byrne, Pat
Mullhearn, John Fitzpatrick, Mark
Mansfield, Robert Malone, John
Mc.Cabe.  

Roinn C

In the Roinn C Championship, eleven
teams faced the challenge of taking the
title with plenty of hope of collecting the
silverware at the end. A series of post-
ponements delayed the start of the com-
petition, but eventually it got under way
with Kilmacow ousting Ballyhale
Shamrocks rather easily in their first
round encounter. The Dicksboro second
string beat Young Irelands after a replay,
while the Emeralds (5-19) proved far too
good for Glenmore (2-6) in their game.
After a great game, Piltown (6-9) beat a
hard-trying Tullaroan (3-5) in Callan.
Carrickshock got a bye in the quarterfi-
nals, but the combination of Windgap
and Galmoy were not so lucky, as they
went down to Bennettsbridge by 3-13 to
4-7. Emeralds accounted for Piltown in
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Dicksboro - U16 Div 1 League Champions
Back: Shane Clohessy, Aidan Nolan, William Gaffney, Evan Guilfoyle, Michael Hayes, Matthew Nolan, Denis
Hogan, Conor Maharaj, 
Middle: Martin Gaffney, Aaron McDonald, Darragh Buggy, Kevin Nolan, Phillip Byrne, Martin Gaffney Jnr,
Ciaran Gough, JJ Hickey, Cian Tynan, Samuel Dunlop
Front: Michael Cotter, Cillian Buckley, Jamie Lynch, Jessie Waters, Caimin Browne, Eamonn Campion, David
Glynn, Danny Kenny, Gary Gaule, Frank Tynan.

O’Loughlin Gaels  - U16 Div 3 League Champions
Back: Gavin Mahoney, Sean Dunne, Willie Dowling, Keith Murphy, Mark Croughan, John Dalton, Jason Quan, 

Middle: P.Twomey (sel), Ger Buckley (sel), Alan Grincell, Sean Wemyss, Michael Twomey, Jamie Glennon, Kevin
Mc.Garry, Kevin O’Brien, Michael Hennebry, Killian Phelan, Stephen Hawe, Colm Byrne, Joe Nolan (sel),

Seamus Cummins (sel).
Front: Luke Leydon, Gerry Buckley, Richie Moylan, Billy Leydon, Darryl Butler, Jack Nolan, Sam Johnston,

Patrick Butler.  Missing from photograph: Padraig Meaney, James Burke.

Clara - U16 Roinn B Champions 2007
Back Row: Kevin Ryan, T.J. Byrne, Brian Walsh, Brian Delaney, Chris Bolger , Ciaran Casey, James Barry, Noel
Phelan, John Dowling.
Middle Row; Nicky Creane, Kevin Barcoe, David O'Connell, Killian Phelan, Thomas Byrne, Brian Prendergast,
Patrick Galvin, Peter English, Conor O'Shea.
Front Row: Kevin Galvin, Jason Byrne, Peter Nolan, Shane Cassin, Jack Langton, James Dowling, Noel
Kehoe, John Murphy, Ciara Treacy, Aisling Delaney.
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their quarterfinal game, and Dicksboro
(1-18) beat Kilmacow (2-9).
Carrickshock (3-13) made the final at the
expense of Bennettsbridge (3-8), and
Emeralds made it too after receiving a
walk over from Dicksboro. 
After the Emeralds failed to fulfil the fix-
ture, Carrickshock were awarded the
Championship, subject to appeal.
Carrickshock: Stephen Farrell, James
Grace, Ciaran Roche, Tommy Hearne,
Robbie Power, John Cahill, James Carr,
Damien Walsh, Edward Dunphy, Brian
Farrell, Brian Donovan, Daniel Whelan,
David Holden, John Power, Eoin
Finnegan.
Subs: David Moran, Aaron Roche, John
Kenneally, Stephen Dwyer.

Roinn D

Cloneen made a very positive start to the
Roinn D Championship by comprehen-
sively defeating Tullogher Rosbercon by
7-4 to 3-4. They were certainly sending
out all the right vibes, as teams like
Graignamanagh, O’Loughlin Gaels B and
Blacks and Whites were waiting in the
long grass down the road. The
O’Loughlin’s lads had a huge win over a
hapless Graignamanagh outfit that didn’t
seem to be able to get off the starting
blocks at all in their semi-final encounter.
Cloneen rammed home 2-14 against
Blacks and Whites (1-4) in the other

semi-final. After opening their new facili-
ties in Clogh, it was a fitting finale to a
fine season, winning their final by 4-6 to
O’Loughlin’s 3-4

Cloneen: Brendan Buggy, Ciaran
Brennan, Paul Kelly, Colm Egan,
Pauric Maher, Kevin Delaney, Shane
Purcell, Brian Cahill, Aonghus Daly,
Cormac Mc.Donald, Eoin Hennessy,
Cathal Murtagh, Dean Shortall, Davy
Wilson, Sean O’Neill.
Subs: M.J.Feehan, Anthony O’Neill,
Keith Brennan, Maeve Mansfield,
Jamie Donnelly. 

O’Loughlin Gaels: Billy Leydon, John
Dalton, Darryl Butler, Gerry Buckley,
Cillian Phelan, Pauric Meaney,
Richard Moylan, Sean Wymess, Kevin
Mc.Garry, Michael Henneberry, Kevin
O’Brien, Jamie Glennon, Jack Nolan,
Sean Dunne, James Burke.
Subs: William Dowling, Sean Brennan,
Donal Brennan, Steven Hawe, Keith
Murphy, Gavin Mahoney, Jason Quane 

League Division 1.
By the time the semi-finals of the League
arrived, four teams were still fighting for
the title. Hot favourites, Dicksboro were
still in contention, while Barrow Rangers,
who had a brilliant League campaign
were also a team to be reckoned with.
Mooncoin and Rower Inistioge made up

the other two spots in the semi-finals.
Barrow Rangers, with two players who
had played knock-out Junior competition
the previous evening, easily defeated
Mooncoin in one semi-final, while
Dicksboro beat Rower Inistioge. In the
final, the score of 3-18 for the Boro flat-
tered them somewhat, against a very
competitive Barrow Rangers, who scored
2-8.

League Division 2.

There were huge scoring feats in the
Division 2 League semi-finals. Graigue
Ballycallan beat Dunnamaggin by 2-12 to
2-9, while Lisdowney beat Erins Own by
2-19 to 2-15. In the final, Graigue
Ballycallan beat Lisdowney by 4-10 to 3-
4. In the Shield final, Emeralds 4-12 beat
Conahy Shamrocks 3-9.

League Division 3.

O’Loughlin Gaels fielded two teams in
the League, with their second string com-
peting in Division 3. They had a very
impressive win over Tullogher Rosbercon
in their semi-final, winning by 4-14 to 1-9.
Slieverue (3-9) had not too much to
spare over Cloneen (1-12) in their semi-
final. In the final, O’Loughlin’s just got up
on the line to snatch a victory over the
hapless Slieverue, winning by 1-8 to 1-7.
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A tale of triumph and heartbreak 
capturing 

25 years of GAA at WIT

The publication features
photographs and arti-

cles, among them
pieces penned by great

GAA writers such as

Sean Moran, 
Enda McEvoy, 

Tom Humphreys 
Phil Fanning and

Patrick O'Sullivan.

This hardbound book is
on sale in the Book

Centres in Waterford,
Kilkenny, and Wexford
for anyone who wants

to buy them. 

You can also buy them
on the WIT campus

itself or email
 gaa@wit.ie.
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They must be doing plenty of things right out Clara way.
These pages are full of Clara celebration, what with their
Intermediate team winning their way back into the senior

arena, their under-16 lads doubling it up with a terrific win in
their Roinn B Championship, and their minor team cutting a
magnificent dash through their competition. From the outset,
the story was all about the team that was wearing the maroon
colour. But there were two teams, people conveniently forgot,
who were wearing the same colour combinations. It was all
about Dicksboro, and their magnificent young soldiers, who
were destined to win the minor crown. They very nearly did as
well. 
First round wins for Mooncoin (5-12) against Barrow Rangers
(0-7), Lisdowney (2-9) against St.Lactain’s (0-9) after a replay,
set up a very interesting quarterfinal programme. O’Loughlin
Gaels, Erin’s Own, St.Martin’s, James Stephens and Dicksboro
joined the first-round winners.
In Thomastown, Mooncoin proved a shade too good for city
side, O’Loughlin Gaels, winning by 2-12 to 1-12. Clara contin-
ued their victory march with a 3-13 to 2-9 win over Erin’s Own,
while James Stephen’s (0-15) had too much ammunition for the
hard-trying St. Martin’s (0-6) in their tussle. As expected,
Lisdowney, who made every effort to match the powerful Boro
came up a little short, losing by 3-13 to 1-12.
Both semi-finals were thrillers between four very evenly
matched outfits. Mooncoin (0-11) just couldn’t catch the James
Stephens lads who walloped 0-14 between the Mooncoin
posts. The sides were locked together at eleven points apiece
with one minute of normal time remaining. Substitute Derek
O’Brien struck over the lead point for the Village on the 60th
minute, which was quickly followed by points from Darren
Cornally and Shane Brennan. It was even closer in the second
semi final between Clara and Dicksboro.  It was undoubtedly
the game of the entire championship. Clara had set the early
pace, and established a lead of a comfortable four points,

which helped them reach the half time, a goal to the good. The
second half was frantic and exciting; with the Boro coming with
a late charge which wiped out a Clara lead of three points, with
three minutes of actual time remaining. However points by
James Nolan, and Liam Ryan helped the country side over the
winning line for a two-point victory (1-14 to 0-15).
Clara walked away with the title, winning as they wished by 2-
14 to James Stephens 0-10. Centre field player, Brian O’Shea
was the leading marksman with 2-1 to his credit.
It was an historic day for the Clara lads.

Clara: Kevin Nolan, Declan Rafter, Tom Langton, Ben
Nolan, Nicky Creane, David Langton, Tom Ryan, Stephen
Quinlan, Brian O’Shea, Thomas Byrne, James Nolan,
Patrick Galvin, Philip Ryan, Liam Ryan (capt), Danny
Brennan.
Subs: Brian Prendergast, Conor Phelan, Killian Phelan,
Peter Nolan, Nicky Langton, Christopher Cody, James
Dowling, Peter English, Conor O’Shea.

James Stephens: Kenny Heffernan, James Meehan, Niall
Mc.Quillan, Eoin Houlihan, Glen Campion, Alan Tyrrell,
Adam Byrne, Conor Mc.Quillen, Colm Dowling, Niall
Quinlan, David Walton, Ian Hayes, Craig Eardly, Shane
Brennan, Darren Cornally.
Subs: Conor Doyle, Killian Murphy, Shane O’Brien, Darren
Evans, Derek O’Brien, Bill Murtagh White, Colm Walsh,
David Cummins, John Meehan, Conor Gorey, Keith Ryan. 

Roinn B.

Nineteen teams went to the post for the Roinn “B”
Championship. Many of them were harbouring optimistic ideas
that they could eventually be mounting the winners podium.
St.Patrick’s  of Ballyragget were one such team. The Rower
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Clara - Roinn “A” Minor Champions 2007
Back: Brian Prendergast, Cillian Phelan, James Dowling, Peter English, Christopher Cody, Peter Nolan, Conor O’Shea, Tom Ryan, Johnny Ryan. 

Middle: Eamonn Rafter, Nicky Crean, Declan Rafter, Thomas Byrne, David Langton, Brian O’Shea, Nicky Langton, Danny Brennan, Richie Mulrooney. 
Front: James Nolan, Conor Phelan, Patrick Galvin, Stephen Quinlan, Liam Ryan (Captain), Kevin Nolan, Tom Langton, Ben Nolan, Philip Ryan. 

Stunning Clara win with Style
Bord na nÓg Minor Report by Barrie Henriques

Photos Eoin Hennessy
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Inistioge too were very optimistic. The
Fenians from Johnstown, in addition to
Piltown and Carrickshock were looking
well beyond their first round games. John
Lockes took out Mullinavat in a prelim
round, and went out very handily them-
selves in the first round proper against a
very impressive Fenians. Wins for
Glenmore, Danesfort, St.Patrick’s,
Carrickshock, Piltown, Ballyhale and
Rower Inistioge made for a very interest-
ing quarter-finals programme. Danesfort
(3-10) beat Glenmore (1-12); St Patricks
(1-11) took care of the Carrickshock (0-9)
challenge, while Piltown (1-18) just
scraped by the Fenians (1-15), and final-
ly, to complete the line up for the semi-
finals, the Rower Inistioge got by the
Ballyhale Shamrocks on a score of 1-7 to
1-6. 
St.Patricks (0-13) defeated Danesfort (0-
8) to get into the final, but there was a
battle royal between the Rower Inistioge
and Piltown to see which of them would
play St.Patrick’s. This pair drew, 2-15
each at the first time of asking. It was
desperately close in the replay too, but
the victory went to the Rower Inistioge on
a score of 1-14 to 2-9. 
The final too went to a replay. First time
out, St.Patrick’s registered 1-9, while the
Rower Inistioge shot 0-12. The
Ballyraggett lads were never headed
once Bill Staunton shot their opening
score after a minute. The Rower did try
as hard as they could but three goals,
scored at vital stages of the game were
too much for the men from the south to
contend with.

St.Patricks: Liam Lacey, John Mooney,
Geoff Morrissey, Stephen Staunton,
Eddie Brophy, Seoirse Kenny (capt),
James Kelly, James Gannon, James
Morrissey, Bill Staunton, John
Holland, Geoffrey Brennan, Brian
Mulhall, Joe Brennan, Enda Mooney.
Subs: Michael Brennan, Conor Foley,
Donal Brennan, Dermot Brophy,
T.J.Sherman, Brendan Morrissey,
Sean Mc.Grath, Robert Healy, Kevin
Kelly, Micheál Kenny, Thomas
Mc.Grath.

Rower Inistioge: Kevin Minogue,
Tadhg Leahy, Michael Nolan, Dean
Keogh, Timmy Grace, Joe Lyng,
James Meaney, Sean Grace, David
Tennyson, Padraig Fleming, Brendan
Lyng, Michael Meaney, Sean Lyster,
Paul Gannon, James Cassin.
Subs: David Gantley, Tom Tennyson,
Conor Joyce, Martin Moylan, Thomás
Lyng, Brian Muldoon, Brian Cummins,
Kieran Cummins, Paddy Walsh,
Patrick Lyng, Eoin Doyle, Robbie
Grace, Brendan Meaney, Kevin
O’Neill, George Allen, Padraig Ryan,
Tom Murphy, Shane Brennan, Darragh
Kelly.

Roinn C.

Blacks & Whites, and Mooncoin “B”
earned their way into the quarterfinals by
virtue of wins over Tullogher Rosbercon
and Graignamanagh respectively. Young
Irelands (3-16) beat Cloneen (0-5),
Dicksboro “B” (1-17) had little to spare
over Kilmacow (1-14), while Blacks &
Whites (2-9) brought a halt to
Dunnamaggin’s (1-8) interest, and
Mooncoin “B” (4-14) did likewise to luck-
less Bennettsbridge (0-9) in the quarter-
finals. 
Blacks & Whites (2-8) continued on their
merry way in the first semi-final against
Young Irelands (1-8), and the Boro also
went to the final after a 1-10 to 1-5 win
over Mooncoin “B”.
The Boro lads set up the first half of a
great double by defeating the Blacks &
Whites in the final by 2-14 to 2-9.
This was the first time the Boro have
won this grade. At half time it didn’t seem
a likely possibility, as the Blacks &
Whites were well in control, and leading

by 1-9 to 0-5. But a very spirited display
by both sides, but particularly by the
Boro, for whom two goals early in the
new half by Eamonn Campion were to
prove invaluable, had the crowd on their
toes until the finish. Dicksboro won by 2-
14 to 2-9

Dicksboro “B”: Michael Hayes, Eoin
Bourke, Gary Gaule, Ciarán Gough,
Jamie Lynch, Kevin Nolan, Caimin
Brown, William Cuddihy, Colm Brady,
Thomas Hayes, Brian Fitzpatrick,
Cillian Buckley, Eamonn Campion, Ger
O’Donoghue, Cian Tynan.
Subs: David Gaule, Ciarán Neary,
Michael Kealy, Peter Tierney,
J.J.Hickey, Peter Dore.

Blacks & Whites: James Kennedy,
Niall Foley, Michael Maloney
(Gurteen), Michael Barcoe, Michael
Doyle, Jason Foley, Darren Cleere,
Aidan O’Dowd, Graham O’Neill, John
Lennon, Michael Maloney, Jimmy
Lennon, Richie Barcoe, Damien
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James Stephens - Roinn “A” MH Finalists 2007
Back: Bill Murtagh White, Cillian Murphy, Conor Doyle, David Cummins, Conor Gorey, John Meehan, Darren
Evans, Colm Walsh, Shane |O’Brien
Middle: Derek O’Brien, Darren Cornally, Alan Tyrrell, Niall Quinlan, Conor Mc.Quillan, Colm Dowling, Eoin
Houlihan, Glen Campion, Keith Ryan.
Front: Niall Mc.Quillan, Shane Brennan, Kenny Heffernan, Adam Byrne, Ian Hayes, David Walton, Craig
Eardley, James Meehan. 

St Pat’s Ballyragget - Roinn “B” Minor Champions 2007
Back: Michael Kenny, Brendan Morrissey, Dermot Brophy, Sean Mc.Grath, Donal Brennan, T.J.Sherman, Conor
Foley, Kevin Kelly.
Middle: Brian Mulhall, John Holland, Steven Staunton, Seoirse Kenny (capt), Geoff Morrissey, Eddie Brophy,
James Morrissey.
Front: Robert Healy, Michael Brennan, Enda Mooney, Bill Staunton, Liam Lacey, Joe Brennan, James Gannon,
John Mooney, Geoff Brennan.
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O’Dowd ( capt), Keith Doherty.
Subs: Emmett Foley, Brian Barcoe,
Alan Murphy, Trevor Murphy, James
Barcoe, Thomas Joyce, Thomas
Drennan, Joseph Kelly.  

Leagues:
Roinn C:
After a titanic game of high quality hurl-
ing, John Lockes of Callan accounted for
the strong challenge of Young Irelands in
the final, the Callan side winning by 3-8
to 1-7.

Roinn D:
The only Leagues finalised at the time of
going to Press were the Roinn D, and
Roinn C Leagues.
Dicksboro “B” completed the double by
defeating Blacks & Whites again,by 1-14
to 2-7. 
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John Lockes - Div 3 Minor Leagyue Champions  2007
Back: Jimmy Corcoran (sel), Aoife Neary (trainer), Kevin Walsh, J.J.O’Keeffe, Michael Bradley, Mark Laffin, Jason Corcoran, Sean Bryan,

Richard O’Connell, Ryan O’Dwyer, James Power, Brendan Grace, Emmett Nolan, Matthew Houlihan, Thomas Óg Roantree, Bosco Bryan (Mgr),
Murt Nolan.

Front: Colm Mc.Grath (sel), Martin Fahy (sel), Niall Maher, Jason Foran, Shane Bergin, Jamie Bergin, Dan Doheny, Alan Bergin, Simon Burke
(capt), Dan Mc.Cormack, Tony Delaney, Damien Roche, P.J.O’Brien, Vinny Power, Niall Hennessy, Derek Holden (sel).

DDiicckkssbboorroo  --  DDiivv  44  MMiinnoorr  LLeeaagguuee  CChhaammppiioonnss    22000077
BBaacckk::  FFrraannkk  MMoorrrriisssseeyy,,  CCiiaarraann  NNeeaarryy,,  TThhoommaass  HHaayyeess,,  DDaavviidd  GGaauullee,,  WWiilllliiaamm  CCuuddddiihhyy,,  CCoollmm  BBrraaddyy,,  PPeetteerr  TTiieerrnneeyy,,  MMiicchhaaeell  HHaayyeess,,  CCiilllliiaann  BBuucckklleeyy,,

KKeevviinn  NNoollaann,,  CCiiaarraann  GGoouugghh,,  BBrriiaann  FFiittzzppaattrriicckk,,  LLiiaamm  MMaahheerr,,  JJiimm  RRyyaann,,
FFrroonntt::    MMiicchhaaeell  KKeeaallyy,,  CCaaiimmiinn  BBrroowwnnee,,  CCiiaann  TTyynnaann,,  GGaarryy  GGaauullee,,  EEaammoonnnn  CCaammppiioonn,,  GGeerr  OO''DDoonnoogghhuuee((CCaapptt)),,  EEooiinn  BBoouurrkkee,,  JJJJ  HHiicckkeeyy,,  JJaammiiee  LLyynncchh,,

PPeetteerr  DDoorree

Unit 2
Purcellsinch Industrial Est.,

Dublin Road,
Kilkenny

Tel.No. 056-7763023
Fax. 056-7763028

E-mail: sales@offtech.ie

·  Digital Copiers
·  Analogue Copiers
·  Colour Copiers
·  Digital Network Connectivity
·  Computers & Printers
·  Fax & Phone Systems
·  Office Furniture
·  Computer Network Systems
·  Local Sales, Service and  Supplies
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The appetite provided by the longer wait for a Junior
Crown provided the extra initaitive that saw Conahy
Shamrocks continue their unique year in GAA lore when

they overcome their fellow black and amber clad counterparts
Tullougher Rosbercon in this year’s county final. 
After Tullougher Rosbercon won back-to-back Southern League
and Championship titles to become the  undisputed champions
of the South, their second successive county final appearance
for many observers was to be
the stepping stone to the much
sought after move up to the
Intermediate grade. Having
received a stern semi-final test
from Dunnamaggin they had
upped their form considerably
to account for Windgap who
had taken out one of the pre
championship favourites in
Piltown. 
In the Northern championship
the resurgent Conahy
Shamrocks side having gone
down to eventual All Ireland
Champions Galmoy and
Danesfort in recent years had
nurtured a dream. In addition
they benefited from a tougher
penultimate test when their
Kieran Mooney led side were
just a point to the good against
the Blacks and Whites in a low
scoring Northern final the sides
having defeated Graigue
Ballycallan and Lisdowney in
their respective semis. 
On county final day the game really opened up in the second
half after the sides were tied at the break and again eight min-
utes later. After taking the initiative and a four point lead enter-
ing the final minutes a late Tullougher Rosbercon surge with a
goal three minutes into injury time was thwarted as the clock

ran out on a 0-17 to 1-11 scoreline. For the victors the fairytale
of the year’s developments at Club level were crowned when
they received the cup from GAA President and proud clubman
Nicky Brennan    

All-County Junior League.
In the All County Junior League the semi-finals saw the ongo-
ing march of the ever improving Carlow sides Mount Leinster

Rangers and St.
Mullins with Windgap
the South’s most
improved junior team
meeting Tullougher
Rosbercon in what
was to be a preview
of the Southern Final
itself. In the games
Windgap recorded a
fine win over
Tullougher Rosbercon
as Mount Leinster
Rangers took the
mantle of being the
Carlow representa-
tives. After long
delays the final was
played in
Thomastown in early
October after both
sides had completed
their championship
seasons. Two slick
early goals set the

newly crowned Carlow
senior hurling champions to the fore in a game swung from end
to end. After finding themselves two points behind with ten min-
utes to go and with their sights focussed on a Leinster Senior
Club Championship tie with Kilkenny’s representatives they ral-
lied with a series on unanswered points to capture their second
All County Junior League crown in three years. 
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Unique Year for Conahy
Long Wait made it all the sweeter.

Conahy Shamrocks - County JH Champions 2007
Back: Michael Bergin, Peter Dollard, Padraig Conway, Colm Healy, Fionán Brennan, Damien Webster, Eoin Fitzpatrick, Ciaran Muldowney, Tom Shea, Gary Kavanagh.
Middle: Mick Kelly, Diarmuid Healy (Coach), Martin Fitzpatrick (Manager), Tomas Lawless, Padraic Nolan, Daire Connery, Conor Brennan, Denis Kelly, Peter Harding, Eoin Byrne, Ian
Kavanagh, Andy O’Keeffe, Gavin Nolan, Eamon Delaney (Selector), Paul Byrne (Selector).
Front: Brian Lacey (Secretary), Eoin Murphy, Tomas Nolan, Paul Buggy, John Wallace, Seamus Óg Brennan, Declan Buggy, David Healy, Kieran Mooney, Alan Healy, Martin
Fitzpatrick, Michéal Lawler, Brian Healy, Paddy Delaney (Chairman).

Nickey Brennan, Uachtarán CLG and Eoin Murphy, Conahy Captain, share the Bob Aylward
Cup

Junior Hurling Report by Jimmy Walsh
Photos - Eoin Hennessy & Charlie Maher
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Windgap - Southern JH Finalists 2007
Back: PJ Barron, Matthew Enright, Matthew O'Shea, James Murray, Phillip Lonergan, Davey Power, JJ Phelan, Gerard Purcell, Aidan Phelan, Sean Power
Middle: Eddie Meehan, Alan Hearne, Eamon Hawe, Aidan Mackey, Connor Lonergan, Leo Power, Niall Doran, Tommy Lonergan, Laurence Doyle, James Mackey, Gerard
Meehan.
Front:Dermot O'Shea, Paidí Bacon, Shane Walsh, Vincent Landy, Tommy Fleming, Noel Power, Walter Landy, Eoin Cody. 

Tullougher Rosbercon Junior County Championship and League Finalists
Back: John Murphy, Joe McCarthy, Declan Grennan, Terence Croke, Brian Aylward, Richard Murphy, Martin Bookle, Mark Malone, Gary Heffernan, 

Patrick Mullally.
Middle: Edmond Cullinane, Shane Ryan, Martin Roche, James Mullally, Michéal Bookle, Richard Dollard, John Cottrell, Amby Malone.

Front: Michael Grennan, Andrew Murphy, John Hartley, Liam Barron, John Barron, John Grennan, Kieran Barron, Moling Cottrell.

Blacks & Whites - Northern Junior Finalists 2007
Back: Declan Fitzpatrick, Patrick Hayden, Tom Maloney, Sean Kealy, James Brennan, Tommy Farrell, Peter Cleere, Charlie Ryan, Michael Ryan, Michael Maloney
(Gurteen), Aidan O’Dowd, Brian Cleere, Jason Foley, David Murphy, Michael Doyle, James Kennedy, Cathal Moran
Front: Joe Murphy, James Doran, Michael Whelan, Denis Brennan, Paul Whelan, John Murphy, Michael Maloney, Paul Murphy, John Lalor, Anthony Barcoe, Niall
Kennedy (capt), James Doyle.
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Junior County League
Based on the top pairing in the league
section of the divisional championships
the northern section produced surprise
finalists in Graigue Ballycallan and St.
Patricks with the title going West as the
Kilmanagh based side defeated the
Ballyragget men. Their County Final
opposition came from the form team in
Tullougher Rosbercon who had eventual-
ly accounted for a Piltown side that had
adopted the favourite’s mantle having
won all their games in the league section
in a season that eventually disappointing
by their own standards. 
In the final Graigue Ballycallan continued
their good run to shock both the pundits
and the Southern Champions with a fine
win.  

Cahill Cup
An all Northern pairing in the Cahill Cup
saw the Cup go home to Paddy Cahill’s
home club for the first time as Graigue
Ballycallan in their third final beat
Lisdowney the sides having overcome
Kilmacow and Barrow Rangers respec-
tively at the semi-final stages. The victory
closed the loop for the Cahill family as
the Dicksboro's name had adorned the
trophy twice in the nineties

Kevin Fennelly Memorial
Slieverue will be pleased to have won
the Kevin Fennelly Memorial trophy
which will help them considerably in their
team building of the previous year when
they recorded four successive wins and
defeated the holders an equally progres-
sive Erin’s Own by six points in the final.
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Mt Leinster Rangers - All County JH League Champions
Back: Derek Byrne, James Hickey, Denis Murphy, David Phelan, Pauric Nolan, Edward Byrne, Gary Doyle, David Grennan, Sean-Michael Murphy(capt).  

Front: Christy Kealy, Eoin Doyle, Brian Nolan, Edward Coady, Colm Byrne, Hugh-Patrick Byrne, Frank Foley, John Coady, Tomas Murphy, Richard Kelly, Michael
Ralph, Willie Hickey.

Graigue Ballycallan – Junior League County Champions
Back: James Robinson, Johnny Dunne,  Padraig Murphy, Tommy Manogue, Bob Murphy, Thomas Ryan,

Conor Everard, Jason Dermody, Mark Butler, Tom McGrath.
Middle: Michael Walsh (Manager), Willie Brennan, Darragh Murphy, Dermot Ryall, Michael Teehan, Pat
Robinson, Mark Fitzpatrick, Shane Murphy, John Purcell, Johnny Butler, Dom Delaney, Joe Brennan.

Front: James Smith, Jimmy Murphy, James Young, Niall Millea (Capt), PJ Pollard, Paddy Kennedy, Micheal
Murphy, Paddy Dalton.

Slieverue - Kevin Fennelly Cup Winners 2007 
Back: Brendan Coady, Ml Hoyne, Ricky Hogan, Cian Tyler, Conor Grant, Noel Wall, Ml Walsh, Martin

O’Donovan, Ian Atkins.
Middle: Alan Atkins, Martin Knox, Mark Haberlin (Jt Capt), Sean Roche, Nicky Coady, Brian Kirwan, Noel

Walsh.
Front : Lenny Doyle, David Walsh, Niall Walsh, David OBrien, (Jt Capt), Paul Walsh, Gavin Quilty, Kieran

Grant,Ml Forristal.
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Junior A Hurling

Junior A Championship
Strenght in numbers and endeavour was
rewarded in a unique case when two
clubs fielding three adults teams apiece
qualified for this years final when St.
Martins met The Rower Inistoige.
Backboned by successful minor squads
of recent years St. Martins had a good
win over Tullaroan in the Northern final.
In the South the Rower Inistoige went
one step up on their Southern League
win last year by winning Southern
Championship in a replay after a great
battle with Mullinavat. Their bid for coun-
ty honours and a move up to Junior was
unsuccessful, as St. Martin's ran out 1-21
to 0-9 winners of the JJ Kavanagh and
Sons sponsored County Final    

Junior A League
Ballyhale Shamrocks looked
Championship material when they had a
terrific league campaign and then easily
accounting for Mullinavat in the southern
final. Months later having left their cham-
pionship dreams behind they are still
awaiting the winners of a competitive
Northern league campaign that included
Ballinkillen, Erin’s Own Bagnelstown and
Carlow Town whose county players ben-
efited from an extended run in the
Tommy Murphy cup. With the field reduc-
ing it still includes championship winners
St. Martins, Clara and Tullaroan. 

Junior B Hurling

Junior B Championship
Graignamanagh stepped down from
Junior A hurling and took the Southern
league and championship double despite
a strong challenges from John Lockes in
the final after they had accounted for
Kilmacow and Tullougher Rosbercon
respectively.
Having beaten Lisdowney by a goal in
the Northern Final the Emeralds were
elevated to the Junior A grade for 2008
when they easily accounted for the
Barrow Siders in the County Final on a
1-16 to 1-9 scoreline.

Junior B League
Graiguenamanagh early season form
saw them top the Southern league
group. In the league final they accounted
for Kilmacow by a point after fellow semi-
finalists John Lockes and Piltown were
defeated. In the County Final
Graignamanagh again found victory a
bridge too far as St. Patrick's recorded a
2-18 to 0-8 victory after overcoming a
battling Conahy Shamrocks by four
points in the Northern final.

Joe Walsh Cup
In the second year of a unique pre cham-
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Emeralds – County Junior “B” Hurling Champions 2007
Back Row: John Norton, Tom Holohan, Richard Breen, Peadar McGeehan, Ciaran Bergin, Gary Peters,

Conor Costello, Fergal Tobin.
Middle Row: Pat Peters (Selector), Cyril Cleere, Brendan Cahill, Declan Guilfoyle, Brian Doyle, Thomas

Campion, Tom Walsh, John Lyng (Manager) Alan Guilfoyle.
Front: Shane (Rackard) Ahern, Niall Minogue, Padraig Phelan, John Clohosey, Francis Clohosey (Capt), 

Ray Moriarty, Emmett Kavanagh, Philip O’Dwyer, Joseph Doheny.

St Patricks – County Junior “B” Hurling League Champions 2007
Back Row : Dermot Brophy, Liam Bergin, Paul Walsh, Liam Brennan, Michael Stapleton, John Holland, Enda

Mooney, Damien Walsh-Selector. 
Middle : Martin Gleeson, Bill Staunton, John Staunton, Seoirse Kenny, Tony McGrath, Barry Staunton, Sean

Mooney, Jeff Morrissey, Tom Phelan Selector, Paddy Coogan
Front : Joe Lacey, Jerry Kennedy, Brian Mulhall, Niall Staunton, Michael Gannon, JJ Jullivan Cpt, Eddie

Brophy, Brendan Dooley, Adrian Walsh, Brian "Brookie" Phelan, Jim Kenny Selector.

St Martin’s - County Junior “A” Champions 2007 
Back: Pádraig Haughney, Davis Shore, Mick Morrissey, Mark Murphy, Conor Kinsella, Mick Keane, 

Niall Clancy. 
Middle: Joe Maher, Richard Nolan (Sel), Thomas Breen, Ml Mulhall, Brian Malone, Noel Darcy, Tom Morrissey,

Robert Shore, James Dowling, Niall Maloney, Christy Walsh (Trainer), Tom Agar (Sel).
Front : Paddy Nolan, Brendan Maher, Aidan Murphy, Martin Dowling, Stephen Murphy, Dermot Lawler, Liam

Dowling, Brian Cadogan, Don Callanan, Nicky Purcell, Patsy Murphy (Sel).
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pionship competition for the lower teams
in the Northern and Southern Junior B
Leagues the sixteen starters were seed-
ed to meet sides from the opposite divi-
sion. The initiative in meeting teams that
they had never played at junior B level
added vigour to the competition. In the
final after three games apiece a strong
Tullougher Rosbercon side beat
Dicksboro in Thomastown with the sides
having defeated Erin’s own and
Slieverue in their respective semi-finals.
As the year turns and the junior standard
bearers Conahy Shamrocks have carried
the banner through Leinster and onto the
All Ireland trail many clubs thoughts have
already turned to the year ahead. Akin to
and often more important than the
American Presidential Primaries that will
run in parallel, the years learning curve
allied to the expected improvements to
the team and the backroom set ups are
already under way. With new arenas for
competition for the respective champi-
onship winners Conahy Shamrocks, St.
Martins and Emeralds a plethora of sides
led by Tullougher Rosbercon and
Galmoy at junior level will lead the out
the candidates on the run to fill their
places with a county title win and an
appearance on their Capitol Hill in 2008. 
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Graignamanagh – Southern Junior “B” League and C’ship Winners
Back: Stewart Kinsella, Nick O Donnell, C.J Browne, Jamie Cullen, Michael Cushen, Alan Foley, John O Neill

Middle: Paul Ryan, Nathan Sbeila, John Flood, Jjim O Donnell,  Brendan O Brien,  Henry Roberts, Padraig
Whelan, Sean Ryan, Leonard Blanchfield, Pat Doyle, Paul Keating.

Front: Tim Mc Donald, Kevin Dowling, Ivan Morrissey,  Martin Bolger, Eoin Farrell,  Eoin Lyng,  Michael Dunne,
Alan Morrissey, Nicholas Moylan, Kevin Cushen

Mascots Ted Dunne,  Pierce Blanchfield.

Rower Inistioge – Junior “A” County Finalists 2007
Back: David Dunphy, Geoffrey Gormley, John Grace, Diarmuid Kavanagh, Paul Flood, Christopher Diamond,

Gerry Grace, Brendan Lyng, Paul Gannon.
Middle: Michael Nolan, Conor Lyng, Pauric Grace, Luke Treacy, Sean Grace, Eoin Kavanagh, Paudi Fleming,

Michael White, Greg Fitzpatrick, David Gantley.
Front: Nicky Kenny, Richie Kelly, Michael Meaney, Jim Galavan, James Doyle, Toby Kavanagh, Pádraig Lyng,

Neil Lyng, Michael Doyle, David Murphy.

Liam 

Liam

Aylward, T.D
Greetings to

all my

Supporters

Well Done,

again, 

Kilkenny &

Shamrocks!
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Lisdowney North Jun B Finalists 2007
Back: Declan O Shea, Aaron Fogarty,Michael Lennon, Brian Campion,James Delaney, Pauraic Kenny, John

Murphy, Brendan Lyons, Sean Phelan, Mark Tallis, Brian Purcell.
Middle: Paul Mullally, Owen Warren, Shane Clyne, Raymond Fitzpatrick, Rory Hickey, Padraig Bergin, 

Michael Bergin.
Front: Paddy Bowden, Vincent Fitzpatrick, Niall Mackey, Peter Bergin,  Niall Grogan, Frank Murphy, Paul

Murphy, Alan Ruth, Ciaran Mackey.

Erin’s Own: Kevin Fennelly Cup Finalists 2007
Back: Donal Dunne, Martin Griffin, Martin Owens, Eddie Kelly, Cillian Brennan, Mike Bollard, John Feehan

Middle: Joe Meagher, Stephen Dwyer, Paul Mullins, Donal Fenlon, Mark Rothwell, Thomas Dwyer,
Front: Adam Holden, Tarla Dunne, Liam Shore, David O' Gorman, Peadar Boran, Jimmy Byrne, Sean Dwyer,

James Mullins.

Dicksboro -  Joe Walsh Cup Finalists 2007
Back: Joe Phelan, Brendan McIntyre, Niall Morrissey, Paddy Phelan, John O'Gorman, Finbarr Casey, Michael

Savage, Lian Ryan, Padraig Neary, Willie Cuddihy, Dean Brennan, Paddy Kelly
Front: Drew Phelan, Davy Ryan, Sean Tyrrell, Tim McSherry, Liam Lenihan, Peter Fitzpatrick, Ger O'Donoghue,

Enda Malone, Philly Dunne, Darragh Tynan, Michael Rafter, Marco Russman, Jim Kerwick.

Supporting
all our

Kilkenny
Teams

KILKENNY
CORPORATION

&  COUNTY
COUNCIL

KKIILLKKEENNNNYY CCOOUUNNTTYY
CCOOUUNNCCIILL

CCOOUUNNTTYY HHAALLLL
KKIILLKKEENNNNYY

TTeell::  005566--77779944000000

KKIILLKKEENNNNYY BBOORROOUUGGHH
CCOOUUNNCCIILL
CCIITTYY HHAALLLL
KKIILLKKEENNNNYY

TTeell::  77779944000000
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Photos Eoin Hennessy
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Under 21 Gallery

St Martin’s - County U21 “A” Champions 2007
Back: Sean O’Neill (Sel), Paddy Dowling, Geoff Doyle, Brian Byrne, Cathal Healy, Canice Maher, James Kelly, Diarmuid Brennan, Eoin

Bolger, Mark Murphy, Noel Darcy, Mick Morrissey, John Maher, Ollie Walsh, Padge Haughney.
Front: John Mulhall, Aidan Murphy, Ronan Maher, Joe Maher, Brian Mulhall (Capt), Mike Keane, Colin McGrath, James Dowling,

James Maheer, Thomas Breen, Paddy Nolan, Liam Dowling (Sel), Sean Kelly (*Sel).

Piltown - County U21 “B” Champions 2007
Back: Richie Mc.Carthy, Kevin Brophy, Peter Mc.Carthy, Robbie Culleton, Tommy O’Gorman, Adam Murphy, Ciarán Foley, Joey O’Shea.

Middle: Maura Brennan (First Aid), Jim Power (Mgr) Mark Culleton, Shane Kinsella, Seamus Norris, Neil Kelly, Kieran Norris, Michael Brennan (sel),
Liam Fennelly (sel).

Front: Brendan Norris, Kevin Kelly, Nicky Kenny, John Brophy, James Norris, Michael Burchill, Peter Kelly, Joey Blackmore

Photos   Eoin Hennessy
Eoin Heennessy
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David Herity
(Dunamaggin)

Shane Cadogan
St Martin’s

John Maher
St Martin’s

Jackie Tyrrell
James Stephens

James Ryall
Graigue Ballycallan

PJ Delaney
Fenians

Keith Hogan
Clara

Kieran Mooney
Conahy Shamrocks

James Nolan
Clara

Eamon Walsh,
Ballyhale Shamrocks

John Costello
St Lachtain’s

Bob Aylward
Ballyhale Shamrocks

Michael Fennelly
Ballyhale Shamrocks

TJ Reid
Ballyhale Shamrocks

Eoin Reid
Ballyhale Shamrocks

Hurlers of 2007 
Junior - Kieran Mooney (Conahy Shamrocks)

Intermediate - Keith Hogan (Clara)
Senior - TJ Reid (Ballyhale Shamrocks)

Eoin Hennessy
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Brendan Moran SPORTSFILE

KILKENNY’S ALL STARS FOR 2007 
Eddie Brennan, Cha Fitzpatrick, Henry Shefflin, Jackie Tyrrell, Michael Kavanagh,Tommy Walsh.

Tommy Walsh from Tullaroan
By: Gerry Moran

You may talk about D.J. Carey, 
Henry Shefflin and Lory Maher
You may talk about ‘Chunky’, Eddie Keher 
Or Ollie Walsh our goal-keeper star
You may talk of the Doyles and the
Rackards, 
Christy Ring, Mick Mackey, Brian Lohan
But here’s to my hurling hero…..
Tommy Walsh from Tullaroan

Now Tommy’s not built like a tanker
But he’s tanked up for every game
His fuel is his flair and his fury
And his passion that burns like a flame
He’s top class, for sure, this “Tom Cat”
Whom I think we really should clone
For there’ll never again be another…..
Tommy Walsh from Tullaroan

No man is too tough or too nimble
No ball is too high or too low
There’s nothing our Tommy can’t handle
No shoulder, no side-step, no blow
He’s as tough as they come this titan
A battler through to the bone
Long may Croke Park host this champion…..
Tommy Walsh from Tullaroan.

He’s a mighty man our wee Tommy
A cat with the heart of a lion
Who is fearless, majestic and magic
In defence of that right-half back-line
I think we should build a statue
Of the finest Kilkenny limestone
To this all-star, this stalwart, this warrior…
Tommy Walsh from Tullaroan

Gerry Moran is a columnist with the Kilkenny
People

PRESS RELEASE  

“Limerick by two goals”,“But you won’t get the ball” replied the Kilkenny man as the Dublin bound train left Maynooth sta-
tion.And so it was. 

Kilkenny got the ball, Limerick didn’t and after 8 minutes or so they led by 9 points (2-3 to 0-0)The underdogs, Limerick,had

too much to do & the ‘Cats’ would win their 30th title.

The Guinness All Ireland Hurling Final is a traditional Irish sporting spectacle.

It was played on 2nd September at the Gaelic Athletic Association headquarters in Croke Park, Dublin before a sell-out crowd of
over 82,000. Such is the interest that tickets can be sold for in excess of 500 euros on Ebay though on the streets, on the day,
they were going for significantly less. Hurling is an ancient, fast & furious Hockey-like game played

15-a-side on a large pitch of around 135 metres long x 90 metres wide with Rugby-style posts through which the ‘ball’ is sent in
order to score. The Hurling stick is known as a Hurley.

And on this day in central Dublin there is a lot of hurley burley.

The city becomes crowded with green shirted & black/amber clad Hurling fans from the west(Limerick) and central
(Kilkenny)counties of the Republic of Ireland. Mixed in with the throng are curious tourists getting an extra, unexpected exam-
ple of Irish culture.

A fairly short walk from the main thoroughfare, O’Connell Street, is Croke Park - named after an Archbishop. The stadium itself
is steeped in history – not least the evocative open end,Hill 16, reputedly commemorating the 1916 Easter Uprising.

Inside the massive ground the two sets of fans, refreshingly mixed together & split approx. 60:40 in favour of Limerick, present
a colourful image under a generally cloudy sky.

The event itself is infused with tradition & an amateur ethos that makes one smile with appreciation :-
the players marching around the pitch with the band in gladiatorial fashion before the start.
the close connection of the participants with their local area.           
giving three cheers for the losers.
even the celebratory pitch invasion at the end was good hearted.

But most of the all the gracious & eloquent speech by the winning captain brought to mind a bygone age. It was in complete
contrast to the stumbling & often incoherent efforts of the millionaire stars from Soccer’s Premier League.

Despite Limericks’ undoubted effort & commitment they couldn’t overcome the more skilled Kilkenny team in this final but
whatever the result both sets of fans would enjoy their day out in Dublin’s fair city. 

So if you do find yourself in Ireland go along to a Gaelic football or Hurling match as you’ll enjoy a fast moving game in a
friendly, uniquely Irish environment.

African Sports Agency    September 2007
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Jim Carter

The news of the sudden death of Jim Carter
on Feb 20th was met with great sadness in
the parish of Gowran and beyond. Jim was
one of nature’s finest gentlemen and testa-
ment to this was borne by the large crowds
who travelled from far and wide to sympathise
with his family on their loss.
Jim spent all of his life on the family farm in
Ballyquirke and after his family Jim loved his
farming and his other two passions were hurl-
ing and breeding horses.
Hurling was part and parcel of Jim’s life with
an after dinner being nearly a daily ritual in the
household. Similarily many in the locality will
have fond memories of the gathering for the
game with neighbours between mass and
Sunday dinner. 
Jim proudly wore the Gowran colours for
many years. When Gowran hurled in the
Senior grade in the 1960s through to 1976 he
lined consistently at corner back and many
was the forward who knew him as a tough,
tight marker. He went on to hurl on Gowran
teams until he was 44.
Jim strongly believed in encouraging the youth
and a gentle encouraging word was very
much his way.  Jim was a selector with the
junior, intermediate & senior teams teams. He
was an avid supporter of the Young Irelands
teams through thick and thin. He had no prob-
lem taking defeat on the chin as much as
delighting in the win. 
Watching Gowran capture the Intermediate
title in 1992 and moving up to the senior
grade was an occasion he savoured. Likewise
the winning of the Senior title in 1996 brought
much joy. The players of these teams recall
the congratulatory clap on the back as Jim
made his way around the dressing rooms with
a broad smile on his face. 
In 1990 & 1991 he served as a selector with
the Kilkenny County Junior team. In 1990 he
worked with the late Ollie Walsh, a man for
whom he had much admiration,   when
Kilkenny captured the All Ireland Junior title
with Jim’s son Charlie playing at wing forward.
The guard of honour formed by the club at his
funeral reflected the esteem with which Jim &
his family are held.
Jim will be sadly missed by his wife Maisie,
his sons Charlie and Andrew, daughters Ann
Marie, Marguerite, Deirdre & Gemma, his
brother Charlie, sisters Peggy, Mary & Nellie,
his extended family and many friends.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis. 

Billy Gaffney 1928 - 2007

The community of Tullaroan and hurling peo-
ple throughout the county mourned the loss of
a good and faithful servant of the GAA, Billy
Gaffney who went to his eternal reward in May
2007.
As a hurler, Billy graced the field for Tullaroan
in the 1950s winning a county senior title
in1958. As an administrator he served as
chairman of the club in the ‘80s. He received
national recognition in 1984 when he was
honoured as clubman of the year. During that
period he oversaw the publication of ‘Famous
Tullaroan’ which told the story of the first 100
years of the club.
At county level he represented Tullaroan on
the county board for many years and served
as a selector of county minor and junior
teams. In later years as a Kilkenny supporter,
he was famous for his weekends away to
watch Kilkenny with his friends Dick and
Eamon Holland and Johnny Walton. Billy was
a gerrat conversationalist and liked nothing
better than  a good chat about hurling. We can
only imagine the craic he will have when he
meets up once again with friends who have
gone before him, Tom Hogan, Ted Carroll and
many more. 
Ar dheis Dé go raibh sé.

Liam Reidy

A 1947 hero In Kilkenny hurling circles the late
Liam Reidy who died recently will be best
remembered as one of our heroes when we
defeated Cork in the wonderful All-Ireland
Senior Final of 1947. It was a final that
Kilkenny badly needed to win as they had
failed to win their thirteenth title on three previ-
ous occasions in 1940, 1945, and of course
the previous year in 1946 when Cork also pro-
vided the opposition.

Liam Reidy who was a substitute in 1945
against Tipperary, played at left half forward in
1946, and had a fine game in the left corner of
the Kilkenny attack on that fateful day in 1947. 
Liam Reidy is remembered by his colleague
Shem Downey of Conahy (who played in the
other corner in 1947) as a strong very skilful
hurler with plenty of speed, and who could be
depended on to score if given half a chance.
Liam also played with Kilkenny in the 1950
Senior Final against Tipperary. It was indeed a
final that Kilkenny probably could have won. 
Liam first came to prominence while playing
hurling with St Kieran ‘s College and he also
won a Leinster Minor medal with Kilkenny. He
was also a member of four Leinster Senior
hurling Kilkenny winning teams in 1945,  ‘46,
‘47 and  ‘50.On the club scene, Liam played
all his hurling with the City club Eire Óg, win-
ning three County Senior titles in 1944,  ‘45,
and 1947. 
Sadly with Liam Reidy ‘s passing only four of
the 1947 Kilkenny All-Ireland winning team
now remain with us. Shem Downey and
Jimmy Heffernan played on that day with Liam
while Bill Walsh and Fr.Ned Kavanagh were
included among the substitutes. Liam Reidy is
survived by his wife Ann and by his sons
Sean, Brian, Liam, Joe Eamonn, Ger, Dermot
and Brendan.

By kind permission of Kilkenny People

Vanessa Mc Garry

Vanessa Mc.Garry, wife of James, and Mother
of Darragh, sister to many, and daughter to
grieving parents, was cruelly, and tragically
killed in a freak traffic accident, on the
Thomastown to Gowran road on Thursday,
July 19. 
Vanessa a very popular young woman, with a
wide band of friends. With her husband of
nearly six months, James, they had estab-
lished a tremendous bond of friendship with
the entire Kilkenny hurling membership,
including the Management, back-room staff,
players and all their partners. 
She enjoyed life with her husband, and son,
Darragh. She had a great rapport with every-
body in her business. She was an easy con-
versationalist, and she had a word for all. She
endeared herself to all that came in contact
with her, and she created lasting friendships
with the many people that befriended her and

ObituariesObituaries

Jim Carter
Billy Gaffney

Liam Reidy

Vanessa McGarry
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her husband. 
Vanessa and James were planning to build
their own home in Thomastown in a few short
months. That will not happen now. Much will
not now happen. 
Vanessa will be very sadly missed by all her
friends, of whom there were many. She will be
missed by those close to her within the
greater Kilkenny hurling family. But above all
that, her passing will have caused unbridled
grief and sadness for her beloved husband,
James, and their little boy, Darragh. Liam and
Chrissie O’Mahoney will miss their wonderful
daughter. Bernie, Liam, and Terry will never
forget their lovely sister, who made them so
proud. Seamus and Eileen Mc.Garry will
mourn her passing always, and James’s sis-
ters, Angela, Siobhain, and Samantha will
mourn her loss with heartfelt grief. 
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam dilis. 

Eamon Lawe 1970-2007

While 2007 will be remembered as yet anoth-
er great sporting year for the people of
Kilkenny, for many players and supporters of
Handball it will be always be remembered as
the year when we prematurely lost one of the
game’s finest gentlemen.
On Thursday, May 31st Eamon Law from the
Mullinavat club, travelled to Talbots Inch to
play a County League fixture. Tragically he
suffered a major heart attack during the match
and died shortly afterwards. 
For all of us who knew him, he was a fantastic
player, both on and off the court.
While Eamon was renowned for his handball
ability, he was highly respected for his mod-
esty in victory and his graciousness in defeat,
always looking forward to the next match.
His collection of handball titles is impressive,
winning All Ireland Minor 40 x 20 Doubles
crowns with D.J.Carey in 1988 and 1989, 40 x
20 U21 Doubles with Graham O’Brien in 1991,
60 x 30 Intermediate Doubles, with his long
time playing partner Pearse O’Keeffe, in 1997
and Junior Hardball Doubles with Eddie
Bourke in 1999. He also collected a couple of
National League titles and numerous County
and Tournament honours along the way.
For the last two years he competed in the
Senior grade where he partnered Duxie Walsh
and was due to play in this year’s 60 x 30
championship.
In fact in mid April this year, Eamon, and

Eddie Bourke, contested the 40 x 20
Intermediate Doubles final where they lost to
Tyrone ‘s Darragh Daly and Niall Kerr.
A huge crowd attended his removal, which
included a large handball representation from
right across the country.
While his loss to handball will be great, he will
be more sorely missed by his wife Breda ,
children Gary and Eimear.
In late September two tournaments,
Intermediate and Senior, were held in
Mullinavat to commemorate Eamon.
Organised by Ducksie Walsh, members of
Eamon’s family and the Mullinavat community,
the tournaments were a magnificent success
with huge crowds supporting all the matches.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh sé
Charlie Brennan

The GAA in Kilkenny recently lost a great
friend, a great hurling man and and a great
Galmoy man with the passing of Charlie
Brennan, Whiteswall, Galmoy. Charlie served
the Galmoy club as a player and administrator
and was the clubs Northern Board representa-
tive for many years.
He won a junior championship medal with the
club in 1966 and a Leinster intermediate
medal with Kilkenny in 1967.
However possibly his proudest moment was
when Galmoy won the All Ireland junior club
final in 2005. The previous year Galmoy had
ended many years of disappointment by win-
ning the county junior title. 
Charlie was well versed on G.A.A records and
in the ways of Cumann Luth Chleas Gael and
although he was a life long teetotaller he set-
tled many a pub argument about the afore-
mentioned.  He could also at the drop of a hat
name every All Ireland senior hurling - winning
captain since the foundation of the G.A.A. He
liked nothing better than a good discussion
about hurling particularly if Galmoy hurling
club was the subject. 
The G.A.A. however was only one of his inter-
ests. He was involved with the Vincent De
Paul in the parish and perhaps the most apt
description of him came from a parishioner
who described him as a great parish man. 
A proud family man and a good friend to many
people he took great pride in his three sons
achievements with Galmoy
The crowds at his removal and burial bore tes-
timony to the esteem in which he was held,
particularly amongst his own people. 
To his wife Ann, daughter Claire and sons

Michael Phil and Charles we extend our deep-
est sympathy. 

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam.

Mary Lonergan

Shock waves reverberated around Paulstown
and Bagenalstown on that fateful morning in
July when news came through of the tragic
death of Mary Lonergan in a road traffic acci-
dent.
Just 36 hours after watching her son Michael
score two goals in an under 16 game in
Paulstown, this wonderful wife, mother,
daughter and friend to scores of people was
taken from our midst.
Mary was a hands on wife and mother who
would do anything for husband Mick and her
two children Michael and Louise. She was a
very joyful person who had a smile for every-
body. She was a very open and happy person
and it was this openness and bubbling per-
sonality that attracted people towards her.
She worked tirelessly for the community in
various ways. She was to the fore in the vari-
ous fund raising events that took place in the
parish. She was also a member of the parish
choir and just a few days before her death
had helped at the parish field day.
In recent years she was heavily involved with
Barrow Rangers Hurling  and
Paulstown/Goresbridge Camogie Clubs where
Michael and Louise were dedicated players.
She was to be seen at all the games, shouting
words of encouragement and enjoying the
banter that took place at these games. She
had the privilege of seeing Michael wear the
Black and Amber of Kilkenny in a match
against Laois just a few weeks before her
death. With Mary's husband, Mick, a native of
Cork there was usually great banter around
when those counties met.
Mary worked alongside her brother Mick in
Connolly's in Bagenalstown for over thirty
years. She was a dedicated employee and
wonderful work colleague. Connolly's was a
very important part of Mary's life.
The huge crowds that called to the house, and
attended the removal and funeral bore testi-
mony to the popularity of Mary  in the commu-
nity. To her husband Mick, son Michael,
daughter Louise, mother Stasia and extended
family we extend our deepest sympathy.

Ar dheis láimh Dé go raibh a h-anam dílis.

Eamon Lawe
Charlie Brennan

Mary Lonergan
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Hurling championship
Finals

Senior Hurling  
Ballyhale S. 1-20, St. Martin’s 1-10

Intermediate Hurling  
Clara 1-15, St. Lachtain’s  0-12

Junior Hurling  
Conahy S.  0-17, T/Rosbercon 1-11

Junior A Hurling
St.Martin’s 1-21, Rower  Inistioge  0-9

Junior B Hurling 
Emeralds 1-16,  Graignamanagh  1-9

Under-21 A
St. Martin’s,   Ballyhale S.

Under-21 B 
Piltown 4-16,  St.Patrick’s  1-12

Under-21 C
Slieverue 1-11, Bennettsbridge 0-10

Minor A Hurling 
Clara  2-14,  James Stephens   0-10

Minor B Hurling 
St.Patrick’s 3-9, Rower Inistioge 1-1
0
Minor C Hurling 
Dicksboro 2-14, Blacks and Whites   2-9

Under-16 A Hurling  
O’Loughlin Gaels 1-9, Dicksboro 0-11

Under-16 B Hurling  
Clara  0-15, Mullinavat 0-4

Under- 16 C Hurling

Under-16 D Hurling  
Cloneen 4-6, O’Loughlin Gaels B 3-4

Under-14 A Hurling  
Dicksboro  4-9, James Stephens 2-5

Under-14 B Hurling  
St. Patrick’s 3-10, Bennettsbridge 0-15

Under-14 C Hurling  
Mullinavat 3-12, Windgap 1-6

Under-14 D Hurling  
Carrickshock 1-12,  Cloneen 1-7

Hurling league Finals 
Senior Hurling league  
Ballyhale S. 1-18, James Stephens 1-12

Intermediate Hurling league   
Erins Own 1-12, Glenmore 0-13

All County Hurling league  
Mt Leinster R’s 2-11, Windgap 1-12  

Junior Hurling league   
G/Ballycallan 0-15, T/Rosbercon 1-8

Junior A Hurling league
Not yet played

Junior B Hurling league    
St.Patrick’s 2-18, Graignamanagh 0-8

Minor A Hurling league
Not yet played

Minor B Hurling league
Not yet played

Minor C Hurling league  
John Lockes 3-8, Young Irelands 1-7

Minor D Hurling league  
Dicksboro B 1-14, Blacks and Whites 2-7

Under-16 A Hurling league  
Dicksboro 3-18, Barrow Rangers 2- 8

Under-16 B Hurling league   
G/Ballycallan 4-10, Lisdowney 3-4

Under-16 C Hurling league
O’Loughlin Gaels 1-8, Slieverue 1-7

Under-14 A Hurling league  
James Stephens 3-9, Dicksboro 2-7

Under-14 B Hurling league  
St.Lachtains 3-7, G/Ballycallan 2-5

Under-14 C Hurling league   
Kilmacow 0-9, Bennettsbridge 1-5

Under-14 D Hurling league  
Dicksboro B 3-6, Windgap 2-7

Cup Finals

Senior Byrne Cup  
Tullaroan 1-16, St. Martin’s 0-16

Intermediate Aylward Cup  
Erins Own 1-7, Clara 0-8

Paddy Cahill memorial cup  
G/Ballycallan 4-13, Lisdowney 2-11

Kevin Fennelly memorial cup    
Slieverue 1-12, Erins Own 1-6

Joe Walsh memorial cup    
T/Rosbercon 2-9, Dicksboro 0-12

Shield Finals

Senior  
G/Ballycallan 2-12, St. Martin’s 0-15

Intermediate  
Mooncoin 2-13, St. Lachtain’s 1-12

Northern Hurling
championship Finals 

Junior    
Conahy S. 0-8, Blacks and Whites 0-7

Junior A
St. Martin’s 1-20, Tullaroan 1-11

Junior B  
Emeralds 2-13, Lisdowney 3-7

Under-21A
St.Martin’s 2-13, Clara 0-15

Under-21B  
St.Patrick’s 2-8, Lisdowney 1-6

Northern Hurling
Leagues

Junior    
G/Ballycallan 0-15, St. Patrick’s 0-13

Junior A
Not yet played

Junior B   
St. Patrick’s 0-13, Conahy S. 0-9

Southern Hurling
Championship Finals 

Junior    
T/Rosbercon 1-20, Windgap 2-8

Junior A
Rower Inistioge 0-14, Mullinavat 0-9

Junior B  
Graignamanagh 1-11, John Lockes 0-11

Under-21A
Ballyhale S. 2-15, Rower Inistioge 0-10

Under 21B  
Piltown 2-10, Thomastown 0-5

Southern Hurling
Leagues

Junior    
T/Rosbercon 3-12, Piltown 0-11

Junior A
Ballyhale S. 2-15, Mullinavat 0-6

Junior B   
Graignamanagh2-11, Kilmacow 1-13

Schools Board Finals

Roinn A
St Canice’s 5-6,   Freshford 1-6

Roinn B 
Piltown 3-8,    Ballyhale 4-4 
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Roinn C
Glenmore 2-9   Graignamanagh 1-5

Roinn D
Kilmacow 5-4  Dunamaggin 3-2

Country Cup
Rower Inistioge  1-8,  Piltown 1-6

Football Championship
Finals

Senior football    
Mullinavat 3-7, Glenmore 0-11

Intermediate football  
James Stephens 2-10, Mooncoin 0-8

Junior football   
Graignamanagh 2-11, Muckalee 1-6

Under-16 A football  
Dicksboro 2-9, Thomastown 1-2

Under-16 B football  
John Lockes 2-6, Mullinavat 2-4

Under-16 C football   
Barrow Rangers 2-7, Kilmaganny 2-5

Football League Finals
Senior football    
Muckalee 2-15, Erins Own 1-9

Intermediate football  
Conahy S. 0-9, Mooncoin 0-3

Under-14 A football  
James Stephens 4-9, Thomastown 3-1

Under-14 B football  
Mooncoin 5-5, St.Patrick’s 4-4

Under-14 C football  
Lisdowney 3-8, Conahy S. 2-6

Schools Board Finals
Roinn A
St Canice’s  bt Kilkenny CBS

Roinn B
Mooncoin 3-3,  G’bridge/Paulstown  2-2

RoinnC
Tullogher 4-3   Tullaroan 4-0

Roinn D
Rower Inistioge  bt Callan

Outstanding Results
2006

Under-21A hurling Final
Ballyhale S. 2-17,  Erins Own 1-4

Under-21B Hurling Final
Ogra N Lachtain 1-16, Mooncoin 2-7

Southern under-21B hurling final
Mooncoin 1-12, Glenmore 0-13

Under-21A football county final
Erins Own 0-9, Muckalee 0-5

Under-21B football county final
Piltown 1-7, St.Patrick’s 0-5

Minor A football final 
Thomastown 0-7, Erins Own 0-5

Minor C football final
Graignamanagh 4-7, Lisdowney 1-10

Camogie Results
Senior Final
St. Lachtain’s 06-15 – St. Martins 3-3

Senior Relegation Final
Tullogher 0-13 vs. Lisdowney 1-4

Intermediate  Final
Thomastown 1-9 – Rower Inistioge 0-7

Intermediate Relegation Final
Danesfort 1-9 - Dicksboro 1-5

Junior  Championship Final
Clara 1-13 - Blacks & Whites 1-6

unior League Final
Carrickshock 2–12 - B & W’s  2-8

Minor A Final
Thomastown 4-11 - Mullinavat 2-4 

Minor B  Final
Dicksboro 2-9 – St. Bridget’s 2-6

Minor C Final
Clara 3-9 – Rower Inistioge 3-6

Minor D Final
St. Anne’s 6-4 – Tullaroan 6-2

U16B  Championship Final
Dicksboro 6-9 – Lisdowney 1-4 

U14A Final
Windgap 1-5 St. Lachtain’s 1-2

U14C County Final
Rower Inistioge 3-10 Carrickshock 0-0

U14A Shield Final
St. Lachtain’s bt. Dicksboro 

U14C Shield Final
Mooncoin bt. Piltown 

U14 D Shield Final
Glenmore 1-0 Tullogher 0-1

Schools Camogie
Results

Roinn A
St Canice’s 4-6,   Freshford 1-2

Roinn B 
Paulstown 4-1,   Urlingford 0-1 

Roinn C
Coon/Mckalee 4-3  R/Inistioge 2-0

Roinn D
Ballyragget 7-3  Kilmacow 3-3

Outstanding Camogie
Results 2006

U21A County Final
Mullinavat 2–9 vs. Thomastown 2-3
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