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A Chairde,

It gives me great pleasure to write this year’s Yearbook address to you. 
I would like to acknowledge the work of fellow officers, Secretary Seamus Reade, Treasurer 
Barry Hickey, Communications Officer Mary Morgan and Vice Chair Jim Fennelly, all whom 
have done outstanding work.
The All Ireland Semi Final again proved to be a stumbling block for our senior hurlers, losing 
out narrowly to All Ireland Champions Tipperary.  The highlight for the senior team was the 
achievement of winning six Leinster Titles in a row after defeating Galway.  The U20’s won the 
Leinster title for the first time in three years.  In Portaoise they put on a powerful performce 
when beating Dublin,  but however, they lost the All Ireland Final to a strong Tipperary side 
in UPMC Nowlan Park.  The minors retained their Leinster minor title, with a great win over 
Galway side in poor conditions. In the Semi Final against Waterford they just came up short.  
Waterford would claim the minor cup in style two weeks later.  While all sides were defeated 
by eventual All Ireland Champions, it was the first time since 2009 that the Leinster Treble 
was achieved by the Cats.  Our Junior Footballers were narrowly beaten by London in the 
All Ireland Semi Final, while our U19 Hurlers retained the Leinster Development League in  
beating Dublin in a cracker. 2025 saw the return of the Minor Footballers to action after a 
long absence. They put in some noteable performances, the highlight being the draw againt 
Carlow
At squad level the hightlight was two Kilkenny teams meeting in the final of the U14 Leinster 
Development Competition.  A review  of our development squads including the Michael 
Dempsey Report is ongoing at the moment while a Games review also took place with 
proposal s to be implemented at the various grades in the next year. 
Kilkenny were once again successful in the Club Championship., with St Lachtain’s winning 
Junior Hurling club championship.
At club level, I would like to acknowledge our County Final winners at both adult and Bord 
na nÓg level which are well documented here.  I would like to acknowledge the work done 
by the Junior Board, Bord Na nÓg and Cumann na mBunscoileanna Committees.  I wish the 
Kilkenny Champions, Shamrocks Ballyhale, Danesfort and Barrow Rangers all the best in the 
Leinster and All-Ireland Club Championships.
The split season and Integration are going to create new challenges.  With more matches 
and additional teams, the need for extra floodlit facilities and training pitches is vital for the 
development of our games into the future.   The appointment of the Infrasture Committee 
will help this dream become a reality..
I would like to acknowledge all sponsors in particular Tírlan PLC, and our competition 
sponsors and all those who contribute in any way to helping to support Kilkenny GAA.  
The Supporters clubs in Kilkenny and Dublin do a lot of work behind the scenes and give 
great support to Kilkenny GAA.
Thanks to the team involved in the production of this Yearbook – Gerry O’Neill, Barry 
Henriques, Pat Henderson and Tommy Lanigan.  I would also like to thank anyone else who 
supports Kilkenny GAA in any way.

Wishing you a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.  
Cill Channigh Abú

PS Ó Cionnaith
Cathaoirleach, Coiste Chontae Chill Chainnigh.
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EDITORIALEDITORIAL
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20252025
Back in 1990, Paddy Buggy, then Chairman of the Kilkenny 
County Board, wrote, “In publishing our first yearbook, the 
Committee set itself a formidable task, and the enthusiastic 
manner in which it has taken up the challenge bears out 
the maxim of the occasion  producing the men”. Paddy, 
God Rest the man, congratulated the Committee for a magnificent job, and particularly the 
Editor Nickey Brennan and his aide-de-com- me.  The Committee of the time included Barry 
Hickey, Tom Doheny, County Secretary, Ted Carroll, John Knox NT, Tom Ryall, Tom Waldron, 
Tommy Murphy plus Nickey and I. Fortunately I am the last “soldier” still on the Committee, 
while Ted, Tom Ryall, Tom Waldron, Tommy Murphy have all taken up prime seats in the 
Celestial Árd Cómhairle. The following year Nickey had moved on to greater things while the 
Committee was “blessed” that Gerry O’Neill agreed to join us. Thirty-six Yearbooks later the 
Buggy concept  is still rolling off the printing presses.
The story changes from year to year. It has encapsulated the best and not so of our GAA 
existence. It has taken us to the zenith of hurling stardom on numerous occasions starting 
with the cover of the 1990 yearbook when seven National winning captains are looking out at 
us as they held the appropriate Trophies – all but the Liam Mc Carthy. We have told the story 
about our players and our clubs, as defined by a myriad of scribes. 
Things have not changed in that regard over the 36 editions thus far. The Yearbook in your 
hand is still telling the story. There are feats of courage, skill, determination, celebration, 
happiness and abject disappointment. There are losers and winners. 
The best hurling value was probably in the Intermediate Grade. The relief of Graig 
Ballycallan avoiding relegation at the expense of a dejected Lisdowney. The drama of a 
Senior Championship that was teak-tough and in doubt until the Ballyhale Shamrocks got up 
to the line to win. 
Opinion amongst many was that the best hurling embodied the lower grades in the 
Intermediate and Junior Grades. Opinion was varied about the Intermediate competition, 
with most insisting that the James Stephens lads - having been relegated last year - were 
home and hosed. There were some strange results - Mooncoin “murdering” the Rower, 
Blacks & Whites knocking out the Fenians who were relegated, Danesfort knocking out 
Dunnamaggan, followed by a great County Final when they also knocked out James 
Stephensl.
All the stories are between the covers of this Yearbook -  How Barrow Rangers barrelled 
their way to a great Junior Final win...... I could stay talking for ages, but it’s all here, from 
underage to Schools and colleges; from Championship handball, to Camogie and Ladies 
Football. 

Have a great Christmas, good Health. 
Go neirí an t-ádh libh go léir 

Barrie Henriques 
(Editor).    
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All hail the men from Ballyhale Shamrocks! This senior 
championship victory has placed them firmly on top of 
Kilkenny’s senior roll-of-honour with 21 titles, displacing 

famous Tullaroan. They have reached the top in a remarkably short 48 
years, while it needed 107 years for Tullaroan to achieve their pinnacle. 
And who is to say the Shamrocks won’t extend their lead substantially in 
the near future? 

These guys aren’t going to go away. They continue to produce strong and 
confident stickmen who are prepared to hurl for the full game, through 
good and bad minutes, irrespective of what the opposition throw at them. 
And that is their secret which is no secret at all. Tackle hard and fair, 
win the ball, look up, find a man in a better place, move at speed, use 
the diagonals, run for your team and trust in your skills. The formula is 
simple and invariably so well executed by generations of hurlers in white 
and green.

Another record… TJ Reid has gained his 12th senior county title, 
surpassing the great Johnny McGovern’s Bennettsbridge record of 11. 
From the 2005 county final when as a 17 
year old scoring 1-2 from midfield on a well 
beaten team to his imperious performance 
in ’25, his has been a journey that has 
gladdened the hearts of everybody who 
has been fortunate to have watched him 
become one of the greatest hurlers of any 
era. For the umpteenth time, the county final 
showcased his remarkable skills and talents. 
A beautifully curved sideline cut from 35 
metres, long range frees from all over the 
field, a few casual points from play, gathering 
the ball first time from nigh impossible 
scenarios, bringing his colleagues into the 
attack with a succession of precision passes, 
high fielding under the most intense pressure 
and a powerful desire to win were among the 
hallmarks of his performance. Treasure him. 
Bfheidir nach mbeidh a leithéid ann arís.

Unfortunately the county final itself was 
a truly forgettable affair. Played in dank 
weather on a very heavy sod, O’Loughlin’s 
failed to get to the pitch of the game at any 
stage. Only Shamrocks profligacy in front 
of goal in the first half saved them from a 
real hiding as they hit eight wides and had 
what looked a good goal disallowed, while 
the opposition was preoccupied with putting 
out fires all over the field. The Shamrocks 
defence was quietly efficient and it needed 

five pointed frees from Mark Bergin and some very good work by Fionán 
Mackessy to keep them level at the interval. The first half was truly 
abysmal for spectators with neither team willing to take control.

The third quarter is invariably the time when Shamrocks deliver the heavy 
blows. First a few points, then a heavy press on the O’Loughlin’s defence 
and Eoin Cody was in for a well worked goal. Game over in 38 minutes. 
You can’t reel back a seven point Shamrocks lead in a low scoring game. 
They simply don’t let the opposition dwell on the ball, they track the 
runners and when the ball breaks, they squeeze the life out of them. As 
the game progressed dismally to its inevitable end it became niggly and 
neither team earned much credit from the petty events. The 1-18 to 0-12 
winning margin barely reflected the Shamrocks superiority.

Despite the dreariness of the contest, we could marvel at the three 
veterans who ruled their fiefdoms, Joey Holden, a great full back, Richie 
Reid an outstanding sweeper and distributor and TJ, man for all seasons. 
The younger ones were excellent too, few better than Darragh, Killian 
and Ronan Corcoran, Eoin Kenneally, Eoin Cody and Niall Shortall all 

performing like sprightly veterans with 
boundless energy.

O’Loughlin’s must be desperately 
disappointed, second year in succession 
in a county final when they failed to 
function beyond the half-back line and 
their forwards failed to link-up in any 
meaningful attacks. But for Huw Lawlor, 
Jordan Molloy and Mackessy they offered 
little in terms of guile or team work.

Ballyhale Shamrocks; Dean Mason, 
Killian Corcoran, Joey Holden Brian 
Butler, Paddy Mullen, Richie Reid, 
Darragh Corcoran, Eoin Kenneally, 
Ronan Corcoran, Adrian Mullen, Eion 
Cody, TJ Reid (C), Liam Barron, Brian 
Cody, Niall Shortall. Subs; Paddy 
Hearne, Cian Cullen, Larry Cody, Conor 
Walsh for Ronan Corcoran, Dara Mason 
for Butler, Stephen Barron, Conor 
Phelan, John Fitzpatrick for Brian Cody, 
Finnian Shefflin, Luke Donnelly, Sean 
Shefflin, Rian Shefflin.

O’Loughlin Gaels; Stephen Murphy, 

County SH Championship Report 
by Tommy Lanigan

Photos: Willie Dempsey & SPORTSFILE

SHAMROCKS BALLYHALE -  COUNTY SH CHAMPIONS 2025SHAMROCKS BALLYHALE -  COUNTY SH CHAMPIONS 2025
Back): Sean Shefflin, Larry Cody, Cian Cullen, Liam Barron, Killian Corcoran,  Dylan Aylward.Back): Sean Shefflin, Larry Cody, Cian Cullen, Liam Barron, Killian Corcoran,  Dylan Aylward.

Middle : Rian Shefflin,  Paddy Hearne, John Fitzpatrick,  Adrian Mullen, Finnian Shefflin,  Paddy Mullen, Joey Holden, Brian Cody, TJ Reid,  Luke Donnelly,  Middle : Rian Shefflin,  Paddy Hearne, John Fitzpatrick,  Adrian Mullen, Finnian Shefflin,  Paddy Mullen, Joey Holden, Brian Cody, TJ Reid,  Luke Donnelly,  
Darragh Corcoran,  Brian Butler.Darragh Corcoran,  Brian Butler.

Front: Dara Mason, Ronan Corcoran,  Dean Mason, Evan Shefflin, Eoin Cody, Richie Reid, Niall Shortall, Conor Walsh, Eoin Kenneally, Conor Phelan.Front: Dara Mason, Ronan Corcoran,  Dean Mason, Evan Shefflin, Eoin Cody, Richie Reid, Niall Shortall, Conor Walsh, Eoin Kenneally, Conor Phelan.

Shamrocks’ Captain TJ Reid  with  the Tom Walsh Cup   Shamrocks’ Captain TJ Reid  with  the Tom Walsh Cup   

RECORD BREAKERS!RECORD BREAKERS!
Photos: Willie Dempsey/SPORTSFILE
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TJ Reid, Shamrocks Captain, receives the County Tom Walsh Trophy from PJ Kenny (Cathaoirleach) and Vincent Kenrick (Sponsor) 
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Tony Forristal, Huw Lawlor (C), Mikey Butler, Ronan Buckley, Paddy 
Deegan, Jordan Molloy, Jack Nolan, Eoin O’Shea, Luke Hogan, Conor 
Kelly, Conor Heary, Owen Wall, Fionán Mackessy, Mark Bergin.

Subs; Jamie Ryan for Jack Nolan, Sammy Johnston, Jamie Malone, 
Oisin Murphy,  Kevin Murphy, Ryan Poyntz, Finn Hogan, Alex Sheridan, 
Ruarc Sweeney, Ruairdhi Galway, Jamie Young, Evan Walsh, Fergal 
Brennan, Ben Leydon, John McNamara, Barry Lawlor, Matthew Russell, 
Robbie Buckley, Greg Kelly, Paddy Butler, Jack Lawlor, Cian Loy.

Referee; Conor Everard (Graigue-Ballycallan).

Neither finalist looked impressive at the penultimate stage. O’Loughlins 
had drawn on more than a bit of luck to survive a fine Mullinavat side. The 
Vegas men had reached their second successive semi-final and played 
as if it was their last. Credit to them for putting up a fine show. However 
their lack of depth finally played against them and a lack of scoring 
power prevented a historic first-time final appearance. But this year the 
management got everything out of a hardy and skilful panel. The injury to 
Oisinn Knox a few weeks previously was a grevious blow. 

At the end it was so close and Mullinavat had managed 2-16 against a 
mean defence. But for once, O’Loughlin’s radar was working and their 
1-20 was just about good enough to see them through. They worked hard 
without being inspirational and did just about enough to qualify, a worrying 
feature of their campaign throughout the year. Thios was a good contest 
and overall, one of the best of the championship. We do not expect sparkle 
in a semi-final but the earnest endeavour of both sides and the closeness 
of the contest throughout were enough to keep the fans entertained and 
impressed. 

Mullinavat veterans, Tom Aylward, Mick and Ger Malone, Ian Duggan have 
had excellent senior careers since their co-u21 title in 2014. They have 
prospered at senior level with a limited panel but there are signs of new men 
taking the lead in the team. They were rewarded with the heir first trophy 
at senior level, the Shield. For a small parish they punch well above their 
weight. The challenge will be to continue at the highest level. Their football 
prowess has stood them in good stead too, giving them strength and slick 
movement. Would that other clubs took their football more seriously and 
they too could produce better hurlers, the skills complement each other.

Shamrocks were seriously troubled in the other semi-final. Dicksboro 
were more surprised than anybody to find themselves at this stage of the 
championship, having performed dismally in the league and deservedly 
facing relegation.

They had the ball in the Shamrocks net in injury time to put them a point 
ahead but play was correctly called back and they suffered heartbreak 
seconds later at the final whistle. They had hurled with a slickness and 
fury not seen for a few years and nobody would have begrudged them a 
shock here. However their final tally of 1-16 doesn’t win many  matches 
nowadays and so it proved. Shamrocks huffed and puffed their way 
through the game, as if this was a minor interruption to their planned grand 
march and almost paid a price for complacency. The Boro have an issue 
of not knowing what constitutes their best team and from year to year their 
experiments continue too late into the season. This year they lost several 
to emigration and injury but such is the size of their feeder group, they need 
more long term planning and stability, not easy to achieve as managers 
and players change so often.

FANS!FANS!

O’LOUGHLIN GAELS - COUNTY SENIOR HURLING FINALISTS & LEAGUE WINNERS 2025O’LOUGHLIN GAELS - COUNTY SENIOR HURLING FINALISTS & LEAGUE WINNERS 2025
Back: Jack Lawlor, Ryan Poyntz, Fionán Mackessy, Jamie Ryan, Jamie Malone, Kevin Murphy, Sammy Johnston, Conor Kelly.Back: Jack Lawlor, Ryan Poyntz, Fionán Mackessy, Jamie Ryan, Jamie Malone, Kevin Murphy, Sammy Johnston, Conor Kelly.

Middle: Anthony Forristal, Greg Kelly, Ruaidhrí Galwey, Ronan Buckley, Jamie Young, Owen Wall, Declan Murphy, Evan Walsh,  Luke Hogan, Paddy Butler, Barry Lawlor.Middle: Anthony Forristal, Greg Kelly, Ruaidhrí Galwey, Ronan Buckley, Jamie Young, Owen Wall, Declan Murphy, Evan Walsh,  Luke Hogan, Paddy Butler, Barry Lawlor.
Front: Robbie Buckley, Paddy Deegan, Alex Sheridan, Mark Bergin, Mikey Butler, Jordan Molloy, Jack Nolan, Stephen Murphy, Huw Lawlor, Eoin O’Shea, Oisín MurphyFront: Robbie Buckley, Paddy Deegan, Alex Sheridan, Mark Bergin, Mikey Butler, Jordan Molloy, Jack Nolan, Stephen Murphy, Huw Lawlor, Eoin O’Shea, Oisín Murphy

Ted and John Bennett Supporting O’Loughlin gaels in the FinalTed and John Bennett Supporting O’Loughlin gaels in the Final

Helen Hall and Gemma Haire at Nowlan ParkHelen Hall and Gemma Haire at Nowlan Park

Paddy Cunningham at the County Final with his Uncle, Paddy Cunningham at the County Final with his Uncle, 
Frank CumminsFrank Cummins
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Like in 2024, the quarter-finals produced the best senior hurling of the 
year. The weather was good, the ground hard and there seemed little 
enough between the teams.

Thomastown had coasted through the league, reaching the final but 
losing to O’Loughlins, no great crime at this point. It was clear they were 
contenders again. However, reality bit as Shamrocks extracted maximum 
revenge in the most one sided of the quarter-finals. The ‘Town men were 
overwhelmed when some of their big names were suffocated and they 
surrendered their crown without a real fight. They should be disappointed 
by the manner of their defeat and, hopefully, they will bounce back next 
year, a young team with lots of talent. They missed the redoubtable 
Jay Burke at full back as Shamrocks picked them off from afar, winning 
deservedly by 1-22 to 0-16.

Clara and O’Loughlin’s, like good neighbours tore at each other with 
vigour and no little skill. Clara had suffered a few narrow defeats during 
the league and found themselves in relegation trouble, from which they 
were lucky to escape. Like the Boro, they subsequently gained a new 
lease of life and showed they have more than a few very good young 
players. Upfront young Rory Glynn is proving quite a handful and Paul 
Cody and Chris Bolger are hardy forwards. It wasn’t quite good enough 
to get over O’Loughlin’s on the day in an uncharacteristically high scoring 
game that ended in a three point win for the City side 3-20 to 3-17.

Bennettsbridge showed much promise during an uneven league in the 
more difficult group and were slight favourites to overcome Mullinavat. 
But this was the day when the ‘Vat men found their form and hit a fine 
2-22 to the Bridge’s 3-16. The ‘Bridge men, in their current guise, often 
promise much but struggle in adversity, despite having quite a few strong 
and skilful players on board. They have a disconcerting habit of folding 
under sustained pressure. Their skill and power levels are high but they 
will admit to underperforming this year. Nevertheless they are a strong 
senior side who can trouble the best on their day.

After the first two rounds of the league much talk of a new team emerging 
centred on Glenmore. Last year they easily avoided relegation on the 
final day and little was expected of them for 2025. This year they boasted 
several young, strong and hungry players and reached the Shield final, 
winning four games but losing the final to Mullinavat. The extra game 
did them no good as the Boro cut through them in the quarter final. They 
managed to score 2-18 but their defence, hitherto quite tight conceded 
2-24 to a fine Boro effort. They will be better next year provided they can 
keep their players at home, the challenge for most clubs nowadays.

Erins Own featured six minors in their first round league game and looked 
dreadful. But they improved with every game despite losing the superb 
Conor Fogarty to retirement. They avoided relegation troubles and that 
perhaps satisfied them. They didn’t need Shamrocks to give them a 
hiding, 1-32 to 2-8, the Comermen lucky to get the 2-8, such was the 
gap in class. Erins Own have struggled in recent years but are building 
nicely from underage and have some fine prospects. But they are likely 
to continue their flirtation with relegation until they can develop the young 
talent. 

Graigue-Ballycallan struggled throughout the league, finishing in 
relegation trouble. The Boro hammered them in the relegation semi-final 
and they looked in real trouble. There was limited evidence of traditional 
scrapping and biting as the ‘City side found a semblance of form for the 
first time this year. In a poor game, two good goals set them on their way 
to a 2-15 to 1-14 against a Graigue side who struggled badly up front, the 

experiment of moving Conor Flynn to full forward looked like a bad case 
of robbing the defence in search of scores. 

Tullaroan have performed very well with limited numbers for several 
years. They always give good value, particularly in the League and were 
expected to cause much trouble for some team. But the ‘Bridge had too 
much strength and goal scoring ability, the latter of which is Tullaroan’s 
achilles heel. They hit 0-25 against the ‘Bridge and had every chance of 
victory but couldn’t seal the game. 

Poor Lisdowney. Having won Intermediate in some style last year, they 
were shorn of four of their best players for 2025. Sean Phelan and Eoin 
Walsh had anchored their defence and, without them it leaked badly. 
They looked relegation candidates all the way. But in the end they were 
desperately unlucky against a Clara who needed extra time to win a 
nail-biting contest, one of the best this year. The old adage of ‘if we had 
played like that in earlier rounds we would not be facing this dreaded 
game’ never rung more loudly. Scoring 3-21 and losing is hard to take. 
Undoubtedly they will challenge seriously for Intermediate honours next 
year.

The league threw up several very good games this year and, notably 
attendances increased considerably on previous years. Several teams 
need to hit form very early and it is then quite difficult to step up to a higher 
championship place, vide. Glenmore and Tullaroan. It is a dilemma in a 
competitive format that is harsh on teams who rely on limited numbers. 
However it also ensures that the weakest team overall is usually 
relegated. Standards were high this year, particularly among the middle 
ranked teams, pity about a poor showcase at the end. Shamrocks won’t 
care.

ST CANICE’S CREDIT UNION SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP 2025

1st ROUND
Clara		  2-27		  Lisdowney		  3-21
Dicksboro		  2-15		  Graigue Ballycallan	 1-14
Shamrocks Ballyhale	 1-32		  Erin’s Own		  2-8
Bennettsbridge	 2-21		  Tullaroan	                               0-25

QUARTER-FINALS
Dicksboro		  2-24		  Glenmore	  	 2-18
O’Loughlin Gaels 	 3-20		  Clara		  3-17
Mullinavat		  2-22		  Bennettsbridge	 3-16
Shamrocks Ballyhale	 1-22		  Thomastown		 0-16

SEMI-FINALS
Shamrocks Ballyhale	 0-21 		  Dicksboro		  1-16
O’Loughlin Gaels 	 1-20		  Mullinavat		  2-16

RELEGATION FINAL
Graigue Ballycallan	 3-18 		  Lisdowney	  	 1-10

COUNTY FINAL
Shamrocks Ballyhale	 1-18		  O’Loughlin Gaels 	 0-12
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A RENEWAL of the great rivalry with Tipp was the added bonus for a 
decent Leinster campaign which had improved by the game. The 
pessimism of the early part of the season from Kilkenny supporters 
turned quickly to confidence and hope as they faced a Tipperary side that 
had been building patiently under the astute leadership of Liam Cahill. 
They had returned to their roots and eschewed the fancy Dan hurling of 
previous years. This game was very difficult to call. Kilkenny hopes rested 
in much improved performances during the year from the experienced 
players, especially the great Huw Lawlor and TJ Reid, while Billy Ryan, 
Martin Keoghan, Cian Kenny, Paddy Deegan and Eoin Cody all taking 
quality leadership roles on the field. They had delivered exceptionally 
well on a team in transition and came within a whisker of making it to an 
All-Ireland final.

The game was a thriller 
laced with controversy. 
It was a battle from start 
to finish, but Tipperary 
did just about enough 
to survive. Kilkenny had 
a blistering start. Eight 
of the first nine scores 
were supplied via great 
work from Keoghan, TJ, 
Billy Ryan and Jordan 
Molloy. John McGrath’s 
eighth minute goal 
carried significant weight 
and was a sign of things 
to come. Kilkenny were 
scoring points but  Tipp 
were nabbing crucial 
goals. By the 21st minute 
Kilkenny’s advantage 
was 0-11 to 1-4 following 
a sweet Keoghan point. 
Then, Tipp enjoyed a 
productive burst, first with Darragh McCarthy scoring a goal and followed 
in the 25th minute with a brilliant Jason Forde goal. Kilkenny did well  to 
survive the onslaught and replied with three points. Tipp were 3-6 to 0-11 
to the good. From then until the interval it was hard fought, intense, and 
wickedly competitive with Tipperary departing 3-11 to 0-16 in front at the 
turnaround.

Kilkenny were excellent after the restart. They tackled hard, opened 
spaces and shot several delightful points from TJ, Cian Kenny and Eoin 
Cody, to nudge ahead by 0-24 to 3-14 ahead. But goal chances did 
not appear. They continued to trade points until the 58th minute when 
McCarthy was sidelined for a tackle on Eoin Murphy.

With the game level and in a welter of excitement, sub. Oisin O’Donoghue 
grabbed a goal for the ages to finally push Tipp clear. To complicate 
matters the scoreboard was showing an incorrect score as Kilkenny 
pressed for a goal, when two points would have earned a draw. In the 
end it didn’t matter, we had lost to an exceptional team on the day despite 
a mighty team effort. In hindsight, it was one that got away when looking 
at how the All-Ireland final unfolded.

Tipperary; Rhys Shelly, Michael Breen, Ronan Maher, Robert Doyle, 
Bryan O’Mara, Eoghan Connolly (0-3), Craig Morgan, Willie Connors, 
Conor Stakelum (0-3), Jake Morris (0-4), Andrew Ormond, Sam O’Farrell 
(0-1), Darragh McCarthy (1-2, 2f), John McGrath (1-2), Jason Forde (1-5, 
4f).

Subs, Noel McGrath for J McGrath (50), Alan Tynan for O’Farrell (53), 
Darragh Stakelum for Connors (57), Oisín O’Donoghue (1-0) for C 
Stakelum (63), Seán Kenneally for Ormond (70+1).

Kilkenny; Eoin Murphy, Mikey Butler, Huw Lawlor, Shane Murphy; Mikey 
Carey, Richie Reid, Paddy Deegan, Cian Kenny (0-2), Jordan Molloy (0-
4), Adrian Mullen (0-2), John Donnelly (capt. 0-1), Billy Ryan (0-2), Martin 
Keoghan (0-6), TJ Reid (0-11, 8f), Eoin Cody (0-2).

Subs; David Blanchfield for S Murphy (HT), Stephen Donnelly for Mullen 
(66), Killian Doyle for Kenny (70).

Referee; James Owens (Wexford).

Before a fine crowd of 37,503, Kilkenny held off a late Galway rally to 
capture their 77th Leinster SHC title as they completed six provincial 
crowns in a row at Croke Park. It was  a mixed performance, when 
Kilkenny produced some outstanding phases of play and point shooting 
but the real difference was in their ability to score goals at crucial times.

They were cruising to victory when they led by 13 points after 57 minutes 
but Galway struck 1-6 without reply in a blistering seven minute spell, 
before Kilkenny rallied and closed out the win. It was satisfying for 
Kilkenny who fielded full strength minus Eoin Cody, ruled out through 
injury.

One that got away.......One that got away.......
Inter County SH Report by Tommy Lanigan

Kilkenny - All Ireland SH Semi-Finalists 2025Kilkenny - All Ireland SH Semi-Finalists 2025
 B ack: Cian Kenny, Shane Murphy, Stephen Donnelly, Killian Doyle, Zach Bay Hammond, Fionán Mackessy, Adrian Mullen, Huw Lawlor, Billy Drennan, TJ Reid,  B ack: Cian Kenny, Shane Murphy, Stephen Donnelly, Killian Doyle, Zach Bay Hammond, Fionán Mackessy, Adrian Mullen, Huw Lawlor, Billy Drennan, TJ Reid, 

Luke Connellan, Billy Ryan, Pádraic Moylan, David Blanchfield ,John Donnelly. Luke Connellan, Billy Ryan, Pádraic Moylan, David Blanchfield ,John Donnelly. 
Front:  Paddy Deegan, Martin Keoghan, Tommy Walsh, Luke Hogan, Jordan Molloy, Eoin Cody , Richie Reid, Michael Carey, Mikey Butler, Gearoid Dunne, Front:  Paddy Deegan, Martin Keoghan, Tommy Walsh, Luke Hogan, Jordan Molloy, Eoin Cody , Richie Reid, Michael Carey, Mikey Butler, Gearoid Dunne, 

Aidan Tallis, Shane Staunton. Aidan Tallis, Shane Staunton. 

Captain John Donnelly lifts the Captain John Donnelly lifts the 
Bob O’Keeffe CupBob O’Keeffe Cup

All-Ireland SHC Semi-FinalAll-Ireland SHC Semi-Final

Croke Park 7 July 2025Croke Park 7 July 2025

Tipperary 4-20 Kilkenny 0-30Tipperary 4-20 Kilkenny 0-30

Leinster Senior Hurling FinalLeinster Senior Hurling Final

Croke Park 11 June 2025Croke Park 11 June 2025

Kilkenny 3-22, Galway 1-18.Kilkenny 3-22, Galway 1-18.

Photos: Willie Dempsey
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Martin Keoghan celebrates Kilkeny’s second goal in the All Ireland Final  Martin Keoghan celebrates Kilkeny’s second goal in the All Ireland Final  
Stephen McCarthy/SportsfileStephen McCarthy/Sportsfile

Mikey Butler makes a decisive challenge onMikey Butler makes a decisive challenge on
 Darragh Mc Carthy Darragh Mc Carthy

Cian Kenny finds it difficult to get away from the pack.Cian Kenny finds it difficult to get away from the pack.

Gavin Lee  cannot  prevent Martin Keoghan from scoring Gavin Lee  cannot  prevent Martin Keoghan from scoring 
Kilkenny’s first GoalKilkenny’s first Goal

Hew Lawlor makes one of his many fine catches in the Hew Lawlor makes one of his many fine catches in the 
Leinster Final.Leinster Final.

Mikey Carey drives out of defence against Wexford. Mikey Carey drives out of defence against Wexford. 

Cian Kenny and Hugh Lawlor go highest against Galway and Clare, repectively. Cian Kenny and Hugh Lawlor go highest against Galway and Clare, repectively. 
Willie DempseyWillie Dempsey
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After a cagey opening few minutes by both sides and a succession of 
wides as the game struggled to provide excitement. They eventually 
were level five times in the opening half but Kilkenny struck for a goal 
to lead by 1-9 to 0-8 at the break. The Kilkenny goal was a reward for 
TJs persistence and Keoghan’s sharp finish. TJ had been bottled up 
by Padraic Mannion and Daithi Burke after collecting a high ball but 
moments later collected another delivery and went for goal, with Galway 
goalkeeper Eanna Murphy doing well to save but Keoghan followed 
up and finished to the net. Murphy was injured in the incident and was 
replaced at half-time by debutant Darragh Walsh.

Kilkenny improved their game considerably after the bread with Huw 
Lawlor in superb form, driving forward repeatedly from full back and 
Mikey Carey and Cian Kenny playing brilliantly further afield. Galway only 
managed four points from the 35 to 60th minute as ten Kilkenny players 
managed to get on the scoreboard.  TJ Reid got their second goal after 
being set up by Keoghan

The game looked well and truly buried. But Galway, inspired by the 
outstanding Cathal Mannion led a strong resurgence, Brian Concannon 
goaled after catching the defence momentarily asleep and a string of 
Galway points reduced the deficit to four with four minutes remaining. 
Thankfully Billy Ryan and Adrian Mullen steadied matters with good 
points and then Keoghan flicked home his second goal after replacement 
goalkeeper Walsh failed to hold a high ball as Kilkenny completed six 
Leinster titles in a row for the third time.

Kilkenny; Eoin Murphy, Mikey Butler, Huw Lawlor, Tommy Walsh, Mikey 
Carey (0-2), Richie Reid, Paddy Deegan (0-1), Cian Kenny (0-2), Jordan 
Molloy (0-1), John Donnelly (capt) (0-1), Adrian Mullen (0-4), Billy Ryan 
(0-3), Stephen Donnelly (0-2), TJ Reid (1-4, 4f), Martin Keoghan (2-2). 
Subs; David Blanchfield for Walsh (59), Luke Hogan for S Donnelly (59), 
Shane Murphy for Butler (66), Killian Doyle for Molloy (70), Harry Shine 
for Ryan (71).

Galway; Eanna Murphy, Padraic Mannion, Daithí Burke, Fintan Burke, 
Cianan Fahy, Gavin Lee, TJ Brennan (0-1), Seán Linnane (0-1), David 
Burke, John Fleming (0-1), Cathal Mannion (0-11, 7f), Tom Monaghan 
(0-1), Conor Whelan (capt), Brian Concannon (1-0), Kevin Cooney (0-3). 
Subs; Darren Morrissey for F Burke (35), Darragh Walsh for Murphy (ht), 
Ronan Glennon for David Burke (42), Tiernan Killeen (0-2) for Fleming 
(53), Anthony Burns for Monaghan (66)

Referee; Johnny Murphy (Limerick).

Wexford picked up the pieces to deny Kilkenny a perfect run through 
qualifying as Rory O’Connor and Lee Chin goals nailed the home spoils 
in the concluding Leinster Senior hurling game. The winners had only 
pride to play for while Kilkenny wished to extend their unbeaten run. It is 
difficult to do that with an experimental team in a venue always difficult 
for Kilkenny. And so it proved.

The strong wind enabled Wexford generate a 0-12 to 0-4 half-time lead, 
although Fionán Mackessy was unfortunate to squander a gilt-edged 
goal chance for Kilkenny.  Then an early second-half Rory O’Connor goal 
paved the way for a well-deserved purple and gold victory cheered on by 
the 4,623 in attendance.

In a game of little relevance, Adrian Mullen was sited at centre-back and 
only six first team regulars started. If it was an attempt to give players 
opportunity to put their hands up for a final place, it was a failure as many 
players contributed little more than league form to the event. In another 
way, it was a grim reminder of the limited panel with which Derek Lyng 
can work.

The neighbours shared six points inside the first eleven minutes, before 
Mikie Dwyer, Simon Donohoe – the latter from his own half – and Lee 
Chin (free) drove Wexford 0-06 to 0-03 clear after 16 minutes. While Cian 
Kenny pegged the gap back to two with his second personal contribution, 
four Chin scores widened Wexford’s advantage after 27 minutes (0-10 
to 0-4).

Kilkenny went scoreless for 21 minutes into the wind in the second half 
but fluffed a series of very easy goal chances, any one of which would 

have brought them some confidence and a chance of a revival. The 
wonderful Lee Chin continued to shoot points from all angles and despite 
the introduction of a few forward substitutes, Kilkenny just couldn’t get 
momentum. The Noresiders eventually found the net in injury-time when 
TJ flicked home Niall Shortall’s assist for a consolation blow.

Wexford; Mark Fanning, Eoin Ryan. Simon Donohoe (0-1), Conor Foley, 
Cian Molloy, Damien Reck, Darragh Carley, Conor Hearne (0-1), Corey 
Byrne-Dunbar, Jack O’Connor (0-1), Lee Chin (1-13, 9f), Rory O’Connor 
(1-0), Cian Byrne, Mikie Dwyer (0-1), Kevin Foley. Subs; Niall Murphy 
for Reck (29), Cathal Dunbar for Dwyer (50), Conor McDonald (0-1) 
for Byrne (55), Darren Codd for J O’Connor (67), Charlie McGuckin for 
Molloy (69).

Kilkenny; Eoin Murphy; Peter Connellan, Pádraic Moylan, Tommy Walsh; 
David Blanchfield, Adrian Mullen (0-1), Zach Bay Hammond, Killian Doyle 
(0-1), Peter McDonald, Luke Connellan (0-2), Cian Kenny (0-3), Fionán 
Mackessy (0-1), Billy Drennan (0-1), TJ Reid (1-04, 3f), Owen Wall. Subs; 
Stephen Donnelly (0-1) for McDonald (44), Gearoid Dunne for Wall (49), 
Richie Reid (0-1) for Bay Hammond (59), Niall Shortall for Drennan (66), 
Shane Staunton for Mullen (68).

Referee; Seán Stack (Dublin).

This was the game that lit up a hitherto dull Leinster Championship as 
Kilkenny and Dublin served up a thriller on a sweltering hot day in Nowlan 
Park. The locals just about survived while Dublin gave themselves a huge 
boost of confidence following  their form in this game. Six weeks later, 
they reproduced it for seventy minutes to defeat Limerick in a quarter-
final win of the century. 

It was a roller coaster of a game that produced a stunning 48 scores, 
many of them of the highest quality. It all came down to one stunning 
strike. With one minute remaining, Jordan Molloy waltzed through the 
losers defence and off-loaded the sliotar to Billy Ryan who lashed the ball 
into the net from a tight angle to give Kilkenny the victory. 

The first half was a contrasting affair. Playing against the fresh breeze 
and all, the strong running Dubs dominated early on. However, once 
Kilkenny scored their opening goal in the 15th minute they bossed affairs. 
Dublin’s Cian O’Sullivan was superb in this period. He wore the No. 11 
jersey, but where exactly he played no one really knew. He was effective, 
very effective with his frightening pace and deadly accuracy hurting the 
Cats as he helped himself to five scores from play in this half. The scores 
were level four times during the opening 15 minutes, with Dublin making 
all the running. Then suddenly they were stopped in their tracks with an 
Adrian Mullen goal.  The Cats added goals from Billy Ryan and T.J. Reid 
(28 min) after a defence splitting run by Ryan. Martin Keoghan added 
a fourth one following a clearance from Huw Lawlor. This scoring rush 
carried the winners into a strong interval lead of 4-12 to 0-10.

Early in the second half a lovely goal from Sean Currie threw the Dubs 
a lifeline, although they were slow to grasp it. Passing the 45 minute 
mark they still trailed by 1-12 to 4-16.Then we saw ten minutes of frantic 
scoring as Dublin nabbed 2-4, the big scores falling to the hugely effective 
Sean Currie and the wonderful Cian O’Sullivan as they clawed the divide 
back to a single score, 4-16 to 3-16. More points were exchanged.  Then 
up popped Billy Ryan to deliver the decisive score.

Kilkenny; Eoin Murphy, Mikey Butler, Huw Lawlor, Paddy Deegan, David  
Blanchfield, Richie Reid, Mike Carey, Cian Kenny, Jordan Molloy (0-1), 
John Donnelly, Billy Ryan (2-3), Stephen Donnelly (0-1), Adrian Mullen 
(1-1), TJ Reid (1-9f), Martin Keoghan (1-2). Subs; Luke Hogan (0-1) for 
Mullen (44), Killian Doyle (0-1) for Cian Kenny (inj, 47), Fionan Mackessy 
for Hogan (inj, 59), Luke Connellan for Stephen Donnelly (70), Tommy 
Walsh for Blanchfield (71).

Dublin; Eoin Gibbons, John Bellew, Paddy Smyth, Col McHugh, Paddy 
Doyle, Chris Crummey (0-1), Paul Dunleavy, C Burke, Chris Donohoe 
(0-4), Brian Hayes, Cian O’Sullivan (1-5), Dara Power (0-1), Sean Currie 
(2-6, 1-4f), John Hetherton, Colin Currie. Subs; Fergal Whitely (0-1) for 
Dunleavy ht., Ronan Hayes for C Currie ht., Rian McBride (0-1) for C 
Burke (48), AJ Murphy (0-2) for D Power (64).

Referee; Michael Kennedy (Tipperary).

Leinster Senior Hurling Championship Rd. 5Leinster Senior Hurling Championship Rd. 5

Chadwick’s Wexford Park 25 may 2025Chadwick’s Wexford Park 25 may 2025

Wexford 2-19, Kilkenny 1-15Wexford 2-19, Kilkenny 1-15

Leinster Senior Hurling Championship Rd. 4Leinster Senior Hurling Championship Rd. 4

Nowlan Park 18 May 2025Nowlan Park 18 May 2025

Kilkenny 5-19, Dublin 3-21Kilkenny 5-19, Dublin 3-21
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A crowd of 5225 saw Kilkenny put  a young, light and inexperienced 
Offaly team to the sword in Nowlan Park with a combination of sharp 
and ruthless hurling. It has been over thirty years since Offaly have 
had success against Kilkenny, a long way from the days when Offaly 
teams routinely scorched all opposition. They are building now, but on 
the evidence of this game, it will take several years to return them to 
potential former glories.

With games to come against Dublin (at home) and Wexford (away), the 
Cats are now within touching distance of a place in the final.  For 37-year-
old TJ Reid this game marked his return to active. He enjoyed a fine 
afternoon, shooting 2-09 and deservedly received an ovation as he left 
the field. 

Offaly needed a strong start, Kilkenny got instead. By the end of the 
first quarter they led by 2-7 to 0-3, showing fitness, anticipation and 
experience. It was best illustrated with TJs 13th minute goal, a thing of 
beauty. He stood back, allowing two Offaly men to become entangled, 
swept up the ball and drove a bullet to the net. The first goal had come 
in the fourth minute as the promising Stephen Donnelly set up Martin 
Keoghan for a fine goal. By half-time the Cats were 2-16 to 0-11 clear, 
with captain John Donnelly and Cian Kenny shooting a string of points.

The opening score of the second half was another goal from Kilkenny 
which well and truly finished the contest. This one came from Adrian 
Mullen, who raced through the static Faithful defence. Within a minute 
Oisin Kellyn got a goal back for Offaly but, despite some valiant effort 
the revival never came and the game petered out without much interest.

Kilkenny; Eoin Murphy, Mikey Butler, Huw Lawlor, Tommy Walsh, 
David Blanchfield, Mikey Carey, Paddy Deegan, Cian Kenny (0-3, 2f), 
Jordan Molloy, Harry Shine (0-1), John Donnelly (0-04), Billy Ryan (0-4), 
Stephen Donnelly (0-3), Martin Keoghan (1-0), TJ Reid (2-9, 7f). Subs; 
Adrian Mullen (1-0) for Shine (32), Killian Doyle for Blanchfield (48), Luke 
Hogan for S. Donnelly (50), Billy Drennan for TJ Reid (58), F. Mackessy 
(0-1) for Keoghan (60).

Offaly: M. Troy, B. Conneely, C. Burke, J. Mahon, R. Ravenhill, D. Shirley 
(0-2), J. Sampson, C. King, C. Spain K. Sampson, D. Bourke (0-2), O. 
Kelly (2-1), D. Ravenhill, C. Mitchell (0-3), B. Duignan (0-8f). Subs; E. 
Burke for D. Ravenhill (42), D. Nally for R. Ravenhill (47), S. Bourke 
for Sampson (47), P. Cantwell for B. Connelly (57), B. Kavanagh for J. 
Mahon (61).

Referee; C. McDonald (Antrim).

Leinster Senior Hurling Championship Round 2Leinster Senior Hurling Championship Round 2

Corrigan Park 27 April 2025Corrigan Park 27 April 2025

Kilkenny 2-30, Antrim 2-12Kilkenny 2-30, Antrim 2-12

A visit to Belfast to play the Glensmen is usually an enjoyable experience 
but always needs to be approached with some caution. Good teams have 
been ambushed there on occasion.

A dominant second period saw Kilkenny break Antrim resistance to make 
it two wins from two. Trailing by one at the break, Derek Lyng’s charges 
upped the pace in the second period and when Martin Keoghan punished 
an error in the 51st minute to find the net, there was no looking back for 
Kilkenny.

Until then, Antrim had matched them and were worthy of their lead at 
the half, having recovered from a slow start. The hosts struggled early 
on though favoured with a strong wind and Kilkenny shot a fine series of 
points in the first quarter. However Antrim eventually managed to get their 
puck outs working well and quickly punished a hesitant Kilkenny defence. 
Just three separated them when the Saffrons got their first goal via the 
excellent James McNaughton who cracked home from an acute angle to 
level. McNaughton and Cody traded scores but then Antrim got a second 

goal in the 34th minute as Keelan Molloy whipped home to give the hosts 
a 2-8 to 0-13 lead into the break.

However, Kilkenny would out-score Davy Fitzgerald’s men by 2-13 to 
0-01 from the 48th minute on with Eoin Cody leading the charge with 
1-13 to his name. Kilkenny, with a good following wind, completely took 
over after the break with Billy Ryan and Cian Kenny in dominant form.  In 
the 51st minute, Martin Keoghan overturned Paddy Burke and galloped 
through for the goal, which put his side 1-21 to 2-11 ahead. That was the 
game-breaker as Kilkenny ultimately went 1-12 without reply as Mikey 
Butler and Tommy Walsh added their names to the board. The last act of 
the game saw Eoin Cody shoot a goal from a free to put the cap on a fine 
second-half display and victory for the Cats.

Antrim; Ryan Elliott, Stephen Rooney, Niall O’Connor, Paddy Burke, 
Conor Boyd, Joe Maskey, Conal Bohill (0-1), Eoghan Campbell, Gerard 
Walsh, Keelan Molloy (1-1), Nigel Elliott (0-1), Scott Walsh, Ryan 
McCambridge, James McNaughton (1-9, 9f), Conor Johnston. Subs; 
Cormac McKeown for C Johnston (HT), Sean McKay for R McCambridge 
(52), Joseph McLaughlin for S Walsh (55), Eoin O’Neill for E Campbell 
(69), Aodhán McGarry for G Walsh (69).

Kilkenny, Eoin Murphy, Mikey Butler (0-1), Huw Lawlor, Tommy Walsh 
(0-1), Mikey Carey, Richie Reid, Paddy Deegan (0-1), Cian Kenny (0-2), 
Jordan Molloy (0-2), Fionán Mackessy (0-1f), John Donnelly (0-1), Billy 
Ryan (0-1), Stephen Donnelly (0-3), Martin Keoghan (1-2), Eoin Cody (1-
13, 1-9f). Subs; Harry Shine (0-1) for F Mackessy (40), Luke Hogan for S 
Donnelly (64), Billy Drennan (0-1) for J Donnelly (67), Killian Doyle for M 
Carey (67), Eoghan Lyng for C Kenny (70).

Referee; Shane Hynes (Galway).

After a poor National Hurling league campaign, supporters were 
understandably concerned about this game against formidable rivals 
in the Leinster championship opener. Ultimately they had little to worry 
about as the Cats disposed of an insipid challenge from a Galway side 
who had an equally poor League campaign. Played in wet and heavy 
conditions which didn’t help the flow of the game, it was quite competitive 
for the first half with Galway providing plenty of effort, tough tackling and 
some very good scores. 

Adrian Mullen’s 4th minute goal when he took advantage of a mistake 
by Galway stopper Darach Fahy gave the home side an early buffer to 
lead 1-1 to 0-2 but it wasn’t until the likes of Jordan Molloy, Cian Kenny, 
John Donnelly and Fionan Mackessy who was making his championship 
debut at this level all scored in the second quarter that Kilkenny got some 
breathing space. By the end of a first half that they led 1-14 to 0-11, the 
defending Leinster champions saw both their midfielders and six starting 
forwards all finding the target from play. 

Unfortunately it wasn’t all positive news with Adrian Mullen and Shane 
Murphy both going off with injuries that look set to keep them sidelined 
for a couple of weeks at least, adding to TJ’s injury which kept him from 
this fixture.

The final 12 point margin didn’t look likely for a lot of the opening half as 
Galway kept pace with the hosts as the likes of Cathal Mannion, John 
Fleming and Cianan Fahy showed well for the Tribesmen but that early 
promise soon disappeared with the Cats taking over on the scoreboard. 
Three second half points on the trot via Mikey Carey and two from Eoin 
Cody immediately on the resumption gave Kilkenny a nice nine point 
lead and while Galway threatened to stage a comeback with efforts 
from Mannion and Conor Whelan, the home side always kept them at 
arms-length and Eoin Cody’s fine individual goal in the 58th minute all 
but ended the game as a contest. Galway rallied with late scores from 
Mannion, Gavin Lee and sub Conor Cooney but this was Kilkenny’s day 
and it was rounded off in style when Luke Hogan pointed off the bench 
and Mossy Keoghan got his side’s third goal in stoppage time.

Kilkenny; Eoin Murphy, Mikey Butler, Huw Lawlor, Shane Murphy Mikey 
Carey (0-2), Richie Reid, Paddy Deegan, Cian Kenny (0-2), Jordan Molloy 

Leinster Senior Hurling Championship Round 1Leinster Senior Hurling Championship Round 1

UPMC Nowlan Park 19 April 2025UPMC Nowlan Park 19 April 2025

Kilkenny 3-24, Galway 0-21Kilkenny 3-24, Galway 0-21

Leinster Senior Hurling Championship Rd 3Leinster Senior Hurling Championship Rd 3

Nowlan Park 10 May 2025Nowlan Park 10 May 2025

Kilkenny 4-25, Offaly 2-16Kilkenny 4-25, Offaly 2-16
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(0-3), Adrian Mullen (1-0), John Donnelly (0-1), Fionan Mackessy (0-4, 
2f), Billy Ryan (0-2), Martin Keoghan (1-2), Eoin Cody (1-5, 2f). Subs; 
Stephen Donnelly (0-2) for Mullen, 17, David Blanchfield for S. Murphy, 
22, Tommy Walsh for Blanchfield 61, Harry Shine for J. Donnelly, 63, 
Luke Hogan (0-1) for Ryan, 66.

Galway; Darach Fahy, Jack Grealish, Fintan Burke, Darren Morrissey, 
Padraic Mannion, Gavin Lee (0-1), TJ Brennan (0-1), Cianan Fahy (0-2), 
Tom Monaghan, John Fleming (0-2), Cathal Mannion (0-10, 6f), Tiernan 
Killeen (0-1), Conor Whelan (0-1), Brian Concannon, Declan McLoughlin 
(0-1). Subs; Conor Cooney (0-2) for McLoughlin, 48, Ronan Glennon for 
Monaghan, 49, Rory Burke for Killeen, 53, Daithi Burke for Fleming, 60, 
Anthony Burns for Brennan, 64.

Referee; Sean Stack (Dublin).

Kilkenny had been unbeaten through the 2024 National League until 
the final, but this year managed to barely break even, three wins and a 
four point scoring difference albeit against somewhat stiffer opposition. 
Their games consisted of a series of decent efforts and mediocre 
performances where they frequently failed to sustain momentum to the 
end. It has been as disquieting feature of senior teams in recent times. If 
the League is where a management team experiments and learns, then 
the lessons of the six games below were obvious and a few solutions 
were later were enacted. 

It was very clear that this Kilkenny iteration cannot afford to be without 
their four key men, which suggests there are few who have been able 
or willing to step up for championship contention. It was disappointing to 
see several players who failed to function in the League being on the 26 
for the championship. Perhaps the well is drier than usual.

The shining lights of the League were Martin Keoghan who averaged 
seven points per game through the year, a remarkable statistic. Cian 
Kenny, Jordan Molloy, Mikeyn Carey were performing very well and 
Billy Ryan had a great start to his season and continued it through the 
championship.

Kilkenny opened the League campaign four weeks earlier than usual 
and without the benefit of a Walsh Cup this year. However they had 
challenge games against Dublin, Waterford and Offaly to shake off the 
winter cobwebs. 

Clare always provide stiff opposition at Cusack Park, one of the best 
hurling venues in the country and a large Kilkenny crowd arrived for 
the contest.  A weakened Clare side, featuring only five of last year’s 
champions, led Kilkenny for most of the game. 

There were few goal chances and in a chaotic final quarter Clare 
mounted a powerful comeback. However Mossy Keoghan gave us a 
sign of a blossoming season as he dragged Kilkenny to a narrow two 
point victory. A good start. 

Kilkenny: Aidan Tallis, Mikey Butler, Huw Lawlor, Shane Murphy, Mikey 
Carey (0-3), David Blanchfield, Fionan Mackessy, Peter McDonald 
(0-2), Jordan Molloy, Martin Keoghan (0-5), Cian Kenny (0-1), Paddy 
Deegan, Billy Drennan (0-7f), Eoin Cody (0-2), Billy Ryan. Subs; Gearoid 
Dunne (0-1) for Molloy, 44, Luke Hogan (0-1) for Kenny, 51, Luke  (0-1) 
Connellan for Ryan, 60, Zach Bay Hammond for Mackessy, 65.

Clare; Eibhear Quilligan, Ian McNamara, Conor Leen, Darragh Lohan, 
Jack O’Neill, David McInerney, Cian Galvin (0-1), Ryan Taylor, Cathal 
Malone, Patrick Crotty, David Conroy (0-3), Sean Rynne (0-2), Shane 
Meehan (0-2), Aron Shanagher (0-1), David Reidy (0-8,7f). Subs; Ross 
Hayes for McInerney, 37 mins, Paddy Donnellan (0-2) for Taylor, 43, 
Keith Smyth  (0-2) for Shanagher, 51, Rory Hayes for Crotty, 55, John 
Conneally for Leen, 61.

Referee; Shane Hynes (Galway).

After a very promising opening week, Kilkenny were flat and disjointed in 
their first home game against Galway. They were lethargic from the start 
and conceded a goal within three minutes. Mossy Keoghan was playing 
powerfully up front with very little support but for Cian Kenny at midfield 
and Huw Lawlor. Keoghan’s five first half points were things of beauty 
but his colleagues didn’t respond. 

By the 47th minute Galway had forged eight points ahead and Derek 
Lyng unloaded his bench. Eoin Cody shot a fine goal to improve matters 
and the subs helped to lift the performance. But the hill was too high to 
climb  and the Galway subs, particularly Jason Flynn and Daithi Burke, 
along with the excellent Galway defence with Gavin Lee and Cathal 
Mannion in top form, held out with some comfort. 

Kilkenny; Aidan Tallis, Mikey Butler, Huw Lawlor, Padraic Moylan (0-1), 
Michael Carey, David Blanchfield, Zach Bay Hammond, Paddy Deegan, 
Peter McDonald (0-1), Martin Keoghan (0-7), Cian Kenny (0-3), Luke 
Connellan, Luke Hogan (0-1), Eoin Cody (1-6, 6f), Gearoid Dunne.  
Subs; Shane Murphy for Bay Hammond, 24, Billy Ryan for Hogan, 35, 
Billy Drennan for Connellan, 47, Harry Shine for Deegan, 53, Eoghan 
Lyng for Moylan, 61.

Galway; Darach Fahy, Shane Morgan, Fintan Burke, Darren Morrissey, 
Padraic Mannion (0-2), Gavin Lee (0-3), TJ Brennan, Cianan Fahy, 
Tom Monaghan (0-3), John Cooney (0-1), Tiernan Killeen (0-1), Declan 
McLoughlin (2-2), Conor Whelan (0-1), Conor Cooney (0-1f), John 
Fleming (0-1). Subs; Daithi Burke for Brennan, 53 mins; Jason Flynn  
(0-3f) for J. Cooney, 55, Kevin Cooney for C. Cooney, 57 mins; Sean 
Linnane for Fleming, 66 mins; Anthony Burns for McLoughlin, 69 mins.

Referee; Thomas Walsh (Waterford).

This was all one-way traffic as Kilkenny disposed of a feeble Wexford 
challenge in this one-sided game at Wexford Park. Kilkenny, attempting 
to bounce back from their defeat to Galway, handed Harry Shine, 
Stephen Donnelly and Killian Doyle their first competitive starts of 2025.

Wexford coming off back-to-back defeats and without the services of six 
first team personnel needed a strong start, but it was the Cats who were 
purring from the start as they took an early initiative going on to dominate 
the home side. They led by four points within minutes as Wexford 
struggled with the pace and aggression of Kilkenny. By  half tome the 
lead had extended to 2-10 to 0-4, the goals coming from the rampant 
Mossy Keoghan. Wexford keeper, Mark Fanning was their best player 
of the half as they failed to score from play. The second half was a tame 
affair as Kilkenny kept their league hopes alive while Wexford dipped 
further into the relegation zone, remaining pointless from three games.

Wexford; Mark Fanning (0-3f), C Foley, Simon Donohoe, Eoin Ryan, 
Cathal McGuckin, Damien Reck, Richie Lawlor (0-2), Cathal Hearne, 
Cathal Dunbar (0-1), Darren Codd, James Redmond, C Byrne-Dunbar, 
Cian Byrne (0-7f), Rory O’Connor, C Flood.  Subs; C Molloy for Donohoe 
(15), Collins Byrne for O’Connor (23), S (0-1) Roche for Codd (ht), S 
Casey (0-1f) for Flood (50), J Byrne for Byrne-Dunbar (68).

Kilkenny; Adrian Tallis, Mikey Butler, Huw Lawlor, Shane Murphy, David 
Blanchfield, Mikey Carey (0-1), Paddy Deegan, Killian Doyle, Jordan 
Molloy (0-2), Martin Keoghan (2-0), Cian Kenny (0-3), Billy Ryan (0-
2, Stephen Donnelly, Eoin Cody (0-7f), Harry Shine (0-2). Subs; Billy 
Drennan for Donnelly (56), Eoin Lyng for Keoghan (55), Peter Connellan 
for Deegan (59), Billy Reid for Carey (66), Niall Shortall for Ryan (66).

Referee; Liam Gordon (Galway).

Allianz NHL Round 2Allianz NHL Round 2

UPMC Nowlan Park, 2 February 2025UPMC Nowlan Park, 2 February 2025

Galway 2-19, Kilkenny 1-19Galway 2-19, Kilkenny 1-19

Allianz National Hurling League Rd. 3Allianz National Hurling League Rd. 3

 Chadwick’s Wexford Park , Sunday 9 February 2025 Chadwick’s Wexford Park , Sunday 9 February 2025

Kilkenny 2-17, Wexford 0-15Kilkenny 2-17, Wexford 0-15
Allianz National Hurling League Rd. 1Allianz National Hurling League Rd. 1

Cusack Park 26 January 2025Cusack Park 26 January 2025

Kilkenny 0-23, Clare 0-21Kilkenny 0-23, Clare 0-21

Allianz National Hurling League 2024
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Allianz Hurling League Rd. 5Allianz Hurling League Rd. 5

Pairc Ui Chaoimh 1 March 2025Pairc Ui Chaoimh 1 March 2025

Cork 1-22, Kilkenny 2-16Cork 1-22, Kilkenny 2-16

Allianz National Hurling League Rd. 6Allianz National Hurling League Rd. 6

 UPMC Nowlan Park , Sunday 9 March 2025 UPMC Nowlan Park , Sunday 9 March 2025

Kilkenny 1-19, Tipperary 2-25Kilkenny 1-19, Tipperary 2-25

Allianz National Hurling League Rd. 4Allianz National Hurling League Rd. 4

 UPMC Nowlan Park , Sat 15 March 2025 UPMC Nowlan Park , Sat 15 March 2025

Kilkenny 0-29, Limerick 0-20Kilkenny 0-29, Limerick 0-20

  

A Saturday night fixture in Pairc Ui Chaoimh is usually a lively affair and 
this one didn’t disappoint. 22,000 fans saw Cork start eleven of their All 
Ireland final team and Kilkenny welcomed TJ back for his first action of 
2025.

Both sides were slow to get moving effectively and we witnessed a few 
bad wides early on. But both teams found their range and a stream of 
scores followed. Cork generally held the initiative and a Diarmuid Healy 
goal eased them ahead.  Wing forward debutant Healy was their shining 
star and did conspicuous damage throughout the game. However goals 
from Billy Ryan and Eoin Cody and a very good finishing phase led by 
Cian Kelly left Kilkenny ahead by 20-9 to 1-10 at the interval.

TJ made his seasonal debut in the 61st minute while the sides continued 
to swap points. But a Kilkenny fade-out was accompanied by a flurry of 
Cork points which gave them a deserved four point victory. Kilkenny were 
now in fourth place in the group and needed a boost.

Cork; Patrick Collins, Ger Mellerick, Niall O’Leary, Eoin Downey, Ciaran 
Joyce (0-1), Rob Downey, Mark Mullins, Darragh Fitzgibbon (0-1), Tim 
O’Mahony (0-2), Declan Dalton, Shane Barrett (0-2), Diarmuid Healy (1-
5), Brian Hayes, Robbie O’Flynn, Patrick Horgan (0-10, 6f, 1 65). Subs: 
Damien Cahalane for Mellerick (27, inj), Luke Meade for O’Flynn (46), 
Jack O’Connor for Dalton (49), Conor O’Brien for Joyce (58), Tommy 
O’Connell (0-1) for Mullins (61), John Cahalane for Hayes (68).

Kilkenny: Eoin Murphy, Mikey Butler, Huw Lawlor, Tommy Walsh, David 
Blanchfield, Mikey Carey (0-1), Paddy Deegan (0-1), Killian Doyle, 
Jordan Molloy (0-3), Martin Keoghan, Cian Kenny (0-3), Billy Ryan (1-
1), Stephen Donnelly (1-0), Eoin Cody (0-07, 4f, 1 65), Harry Shine. 
Subs; Luke Hogan for Donnelly (h-t), Padraig Moylan for Lawlor (49, inj), 
Fionan Mackessy for Doyle (54), Luke Connellan for Shine (55), TJ Reid 
for Kenny (61, inj).

Referee; Johnny Murphy (Limerick).

This encounter with the ancient rivals was quite an oddity. Four players 
were sent off as 14 man Tipp easily overcame the tepid challenge of a 12 
man Kilkenny. It was a display of decent hurling and ludicrous refereeing 
in a game devoid of fireworks and played in very good spirits in front 
of almost 10,000 bewildered fans. David Blanchfield, Mikey Carey and 
Jordan Molloy and 
Alan Tynan all met 
with the referee’s 
wrath. 

Kilkenny fielded 
without the injured 
Huw Lawlor and Eoin 
Cody, while Tipp 
featured thirteen 
of their later All 
Ireland final starters. 
The difference 
showed. TJ was 
well held from play 
at full forward while 
Kilkenny’s play up 
front was toothless. It 
took fifteen minutes 
to register their 
first score against 
a sharp Tipp side. 
However Kilkenny 
improved somewhat 

and somehow managed to be only six points adrift at the interval. 

Derek Lyng didn’t hold back at the break, replacing Tommy Walsh, Billy 
Drennan and Peter McDonald and matters improved. Then came the ten 
minutes of madness with the sendings off. Tipp won the remaining twenty 
minutes of the 14v12 man game by 0-8 to 0-4. 

Kilkenny; Eoin Murphy, Tommy Walsh, Mikey Butler, Padraig Moylan, 
David Blanchfield (0-1f), Mikey Carey, Paddy Deegan, Peter McDonald, 
Jordan Molloy, Martin Keoghan (0-4), Cian Kenny, Billy Ryan, Billy 
Drennan, Gearoid Dunne (1-1), TJ Reid (0-13, 11f, 2 65s). Subs; John 
Donnelly for Drennan (h-t), Shane Murphy for Walsh (h-t), Richie Reid for 
McDonald (h-t), Fionan Mackessy for Dunne (58), Zach Bay Hammond 
for Kenny (66).

Tipperary; Brian Hogan, Mikey Breen, Robert Doyle, Eoin Connolly, Joe 
Caesar (0-1), Ronan Maher (0-2), Brian O’Mara (0-1), Craig Morgan (1-
0), Sean O’Farrell (0-3), Oisin O’Donoghue (1-0), Alan Tynan (0-1), Ger 
O’Connor, John McGrath (0-2), Jake Morris, Darren McCarthy (0-12, 11f). 
Subs; Andrew Ormond for O’Donoghue (h-t), D Walsh for J McGrath (51), 
Willie Connors (0-1) for Caesar (57), Noel McGrath (0-2) for O’Connor 
(64), Sheamus Kennedy for Morris (70).

Referee; Sean Stack (Dublin).

This was the game postponed from a few weeks earlier due to bad 
weather. Kilkenny completed their Allianz NHL programme with an 
excellent win over Limerick, a result that this team badly needed in order 
to restore some confidence to the panel after a disastrous walloping from 
Tipp a week earlier. They had needed a win here to avoid the dubious 
prospect of relegation troubles and perhaps that spurred them to a solid 
performance. It must be said that Limerick were woeful at times and 
seemingly disinterested, as Kilkenny repeatedly tore them apart. 

While the sides were level 0-4 each after ten minutes, Kilkenny went on 
the rampage until half time and led by eleven with nine players scoring. 
It would have been greater but for veteran Shane Dowling being in 
unbeatable form in the Shannonsider’s goal.

Kilkenny opened the second half as they finished the first, scoring freely 
from distance. It took until the three-quarter mark for Limerick to  mount 
a challenge and they added a string of points. But Kilkenny recovered 
and finished strongly with four unanswered points. Paddy Deegan’s 
sending off on a second yellow card with four minutes remaining, made 
little difference.

Kilkenny; Eoin Murphy, Mikey Butler, Huw Lawlor, Tommy Walsh (0-1), 
Shane Murphy, Richie Reid, Paddy Deegan (0-1), Cian Kenny (0-02), 
Jordan Molloy (0-1), John Donnelly (capt) (0-2), Billy Ryan (0-2), Fionan 

Mackessy (0-3; 1f), Luke Hogan, TJ Reid 
(0-10, 8f), Martin Keoghan (0-7) Subs; 
Killian Doyle for Kenny (inj. 57), Harry 
Shine for Hogan (59), Eoghan Lyng for 
Mackessy (67), Peter McDonald for 
Molloy, Gearóid Dunne for Reid (both 
73).

Limerick; Shane Dowling, Seán Finn, 
Mike Casey, Barry Nash (0-1), Colin 
Coughlan (0-2), William O’Donoghue, 
Ethan Hurley (0-1), Adam English (0-1), 
Cian Lynch (capt), Tom Morrissey (0-2), 
David Reidy (0-08, 7f), Cathal O’Neill, 
Shane O’Brien, Seamus Flanagan (0-
1), Aidan O’Connor (0-2). Subs; Patrick 
O’Donovan for O’Neill (inj 33), Donnacha 
Ó Dálaigh (0-1) for Flanagan (53); 
Michael Houlihan for English, Eddie 
Stokes for Morrissey, Oisin O’Farrell for 
O’Brien (70).

Referee; Colm Lyons (Cork).Fionan Mackessy gets in a vital tackle on Fionan Mackessy gets in a vital tackle on 
Darragh Fitzgibbon Darragh Fitzgibbon 
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St. Lachtain’s carried the hopes of Kilkenny for All-Ireland 
Club glory, as they played Russell Rovers of Cork in The 

All-Ireland decider in Croke Park on Sunday January 12th.

Having lost The 2023 County Junior Final to Tullogher-
Rosbercon, hopes were high that the Freshford men would 
go one better, and they duly obliged when overcoming 
Windgap in The Kilkenny decider before going on to win 
the Leinster Final by a point en route to winning The All-
Ireland.

LEINSTER CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP FIRST ROUND

St. Lachtain’s 2-23
Drumcullen (Offaly) 1-17

The Freshford men began their Leinster campaign at home 
to Drumcullen of Offaly just a week after winning the 
County Final, and they made a flying start with goals from 
Shane Donnelly and Darragh Maher giving a 2-2 to 0-3 lead 
by the 10th minute.

Further points from Darragh Maher, Alex Rafter and Mark 
Donnelly ensured their five point advantage remained 
intact (2-5 to 0-6), before further points from James Maher, 
Shane and Mark Donnelly extended the advantage to eight 
points by the 20th minute. 2-8 to 0-6.

However, Drumcullen fought back and a goal from a 
penalty by Colm Gath ignited a purple patch, as they added 
a further five points to narrow the deficit to just two points 
at half-time (2-10 to 1-11) with Stephen Hanrahan and Eoin 
Gath keeping the scoreboard ticking over.

Both sides exchanged points at the start of the second-half, 
before The Freshford men added six unanswered points 
to put them firmly in control by the 40th minute (2-17 to 
1-12), as points from Cathal O’Leary, James Maher, Mark 
Donnelly and Darragh Maher helped them restore their 
dominance.

St. Lachtain’s maintained control for the remainder of the 
game, as they looked forward to a Leinster Quarter-Final 
showdown away to Crumlin of Dublin.

SCORERS - 
Darragh Maher 1-4, Shane Donnelly 1-3, Cathal O’Leary 
0-4(0-3 frees 0-1’65), Liam Hickey 0-3(0-2 frees), Mark 
Donnelly 0-3, James Maher and Paddy Killeen 0-2 each, 
Brian Kennedy and Alex Rafter 0-1 each, 

LEINSTER CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP QUARTER-FINAL

St. Lachtain’s 5-20 
Crumlin (Dublin) 1-7

St. Lachtain’s gave their most comprehensive display of The 
Club Championship as they brushed Crumlin aside with 
consummate ease.

They took complete control during the second quarter, 
and by half-time they led 2-13 to 1-1 as two goals in quick 
succession - both from Darragh Maher - put them firmly in 
command. 

Top scorer Cathal O’Leary added four further points early in 
the second-half to stretch the lead, and further goals from 
Paddy Killeen, Cian Dawson and Alan Rafter confirmed 
their overall superiority as they ran out by 25 points and 

looked forward to a Leinster Semi-Final.

Scorers: Cathal O’Leary 0-9(0-4 frees 0-1’65), Darragh 
Maher 2-0, Paddy Killeen and Alan Rafter 1-1 each, Liam 
Hickey 0-4, Cian Dawson 1-0, James Maher 0-2, Brian 
Kennedy, Cathal Hickey and Alex Rafter 0-1 each,

LEINSTER CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP SEMI-FINAL

St. Lachtain’s 4-18 
Avondale (Wicklow) 0-11

The Wicklow men actually led 0-10 to 1-5 at half-time 
as they played with the advantage of a very strong wind 
throughout the opening-half, before St. Lachtain’s took 
complete control in the second-half as they outscored their 
opponents 3-13 to 0-1. 

The Freshford men got off to a great start with a Shane 
Donnelly goal in the 3rd minute, and they led by four 
points before Avondale took over during the 2nd quarter 
buoyed on by the elements.

However, St. Lachtain’s showed no mercy throughout 
the second-half as Darragh Maher added his 4th goal 
of The Leinster Championship, while further goals from 
Alex Rafter and a long range free by Darren Brennan saw 
them run out easy winners, and they looked forward to a 
Leinster Final showdown with Liam Mellows of Wexford 
who narrowly overcame St. Feichins of Louth 1-15 to 1-13.

Scorers: Shane Donnelly and Darragh Maher 1-3 each, 
Cathal O’Leary 0-5(0-2 ‘65s 0-1 free), James Maher 0-4, 
Darren Brennan and Alex Rafter 1-0 each, Alan Rafter, Liam 
Hickey and Brian Kennedy 0-1 each

LEINSTER JUNIOR CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL

St. Lachtain’s 3-8
Castletown Liam Mellows (Wexford) 2-10

The Leinster Final played in UPMC Nowlan Park was a nail 
biting encounter that went right the way to the wire, and 
it provided a rip-roaring start with three goals inside the 
opening five minutes as St. Lachtain’s led 2-0 to 1-1.

Jack Higgins grabbed an early goal for Liam Mellows, 
before St. Lachtain’s replied immediately with goals from 
James Maher and Shane Donnelly, but the free-taking 
accuracy of Eoin Cullen was central to Castletown Liam 
Mellows and they led 1-7 to 2-3 at half-time.

A well taken goal by Robbie Brooks in the 41st minute 
stretched Castletown Liam Mellows to four points (2-9 to 
2-5), as St. Lachtain’s knew they had a battle on their hands 
if they were to try and retrieve the situation.

However, The Freshford men dug deep and points from 
Liam Hickey (2) and John Fitzpatrick saw them narrow the 
deficit to a solitary point entering the final 10 minutes 
(2-9 to 2-8), before substitute Cian Dawson struck the all 
important goal in the 52nd minute as they now led by two 
points, 3-8 to 2-9.

Just one more score occurred in the closing minutes as Eoin 
Cullen added another point, but St. Lachtain’s held out to 
become Leinster Champions with an All-Ireland Semi-Final 
to look forward to .

SCORERS: James Maher and Shane Donnelly 1-1 each, Cian 
Dawson 1-0, Liam Hickey 0-3, Cathal O’Leary 0-2(0-1 free), 
Alex Rafter 0-1

ST LACHTAIN’S LAND JUNIOR ALL-IRELAND ST LACHTAIN’S LAND JUNIOR ALL-IRELAND 
SPOILSSPOILS

ST LACHTAIN’S -  ALL IRELAND JH CLUB CHAMPIONS 2025ST LACHTAIN’S -  ALL IRELAND JH CLUB CHAMPIONS 2025
Back: Cathal Hickey, Luke Phelan, Shane Donnelly, Jimmy Cantwell, Jerry Bergin, Alexander Rafter, Declan Killeen, John Bowden, Cian Leahy, Darragh Quinn, Back: Cathal Hickey, Luke Phelan, Shane Donnelly, Jimmy Cantwell, Jerry Bergin, Alexander Rafter, Declan Killeen, John Bowden, Cian Leahy, Darragh Quinn, 

Jordan Burke, Conor Donnelly, Jack Whitty, James Maher, Liam Hickey, John Campion, Cathal O’Leary, Paddy Killeen, Cathal Power, Jordan Burke, Conor Donnelly, Jack Whitty, James Maher, Liam Hickey, John Campion, Cathal O’Leary, Paddy Killeen, Cathal Power, 
Lachtain Kennedy, Darren Brennan.Lachtain Kennedy, Darren Brennan.

Front: Mark Donnelly, Caillin McCabe, Conor Dalton. Cathal Bowden, Brendan Quinn, John Fitzpatrick, Shane Dawson, Cian Dawson, Simon Rafter, Front: Mark Donnelly, Caillin McCabe, Conor Dalton. Cathal Bowden, Brendan Quinn, John Fitzpatrick, Shane Dawson, Cian Dawson, Simon Rafter, 
Croimhthann Bergin, Philip Campion, Alan Rafter, James O’Connor, Brian Kennedy, Padraig Donnelly, Matthew Durnan, Darragh Maher, Jack Hickey.Croimhthann Bergin, Philip Campion, Alan Rafter, James O’Connor, Brian Kennedy, Padraig Donnelly, Matthew Durnan, Darragh Maher, Jack Hickey.

St Lachtain’s captain Criomhthann Bergin lifts St Lachtain’s captain Criomhthann Bergin lifts 
the cupthe cup

Photos: SPORTSFILEPhotos: SPORTSFILE

All Ireland Junior Club Campaign by Michael O’Leary
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ALL-IRELAND JUNIOR CLUB SEMI-FINAL

St. Lachtain’s 3-15
Easkey (Sligo) 0-13 

St. Lachtain’s qualified for an All-Ireland Final showdown with Russell Rovers of Cork 
following an 11 point victory against Easkey of Sligo that was played in Duggan Park, 
Ballinasloe.

The Freshford men got off to a whirlwind start as goals inside the opening five minutes 
from Darragh Maher and Cathal O’Leary gave them a 2-2 to 0-1 lead, but the Sligo men 
got to grips with the situation and by half-time they trailed by just four points. 2-7 to 0-9.

Shane Donnelly grabbed St. Lachtain’s third goal as top scorer Liam Hickey kept the 
scoreboard ticking over both from play and frees, and they were now on their way to Croke 
Park

SCORERS: Liam Hickey 0-9(0-5 frees), Shane Donnelly 0-2, Darragh Maher and Cathal 
O’Leary 1-1 each, Darren Brennan (free) and Mark Donnelly 0-1 each

ALL-IRELAND JUNIOR CLUB FINAL 

St. Lachtain’s 1-18 
Russell Rovers (Cork) 0-16

The week leading up to The All-Ireland Final on January 12th saw snow and severe freezing 
conditions across the country, but it had all thawed out by the weekend and it was all 
systems go for their showdown with the Cork men.

The Teams were level at 0-3 apiece by the midway point of the first-half, but a crucial few 
minutes came as St. Lachtain’s grabbed 1-2 in quick succession.

Points from Paddy Killeen and Cathal O’Leary were followed by a well worked goal as 
Shane Donnelly applied the finishing touch.

A long ball goalwards out of defence by Brian Kennedy found Liam Hickey lurking with 
intent around the Russell Rovers goalmouth, and he found the onrunning Donnelly who 
finished expertly to give St. Lachtain’s a 1-5 to 0-3 lead by the 20th minute.

Russell Rovers outscored The Kilkenny men 0-4 to 0-2 for the remainder of the half, with 
Ciaran Sheehan and Josh Beausang on target from play as they trailed 1-7 to 0-7 at half-
time.

St. Lachtain’s gained supremacy from the start of the second-half, and by the 45th minute 
they had built up a 1-14 to 0-10 lead as Cathal Hickey struck over a long range effort from 
distance, while Liam Hickey with two superb efforts - including a brilliantly executed 
sideline strike - ensured clear daylight between the two teams.

James Maher, Shane Donnelly and the outstanding Alex Rafter also added to their account, 
and they maintained a sven point advantage heading into the final 10 minutes.

Russell Rovers battled away, and four unanswered points from Luke Duggan Murray (2) 
and Josh Beausang (2 frees) saw them narrow the advantage to three points (1-16 to 0-16) 
heading into injury-time, but the Freshford men closed out the game with points from 
Darragh Maher and a long range free by Darren Brennan to run out five point winners as 
they celebrated All-Ireland glory on a day where they had 12 different scorers.

SCORERS: Shane Donnelly 1-1 Alex Rafter and Liam Hickey (0-1 free 0-1’ sideline) 0-3 each, 
James Maher and Cathal Hickey 0-2 each, Cathal O’Leary, Paddy Killeen, Brendan Quinn, 
Mark Donnelly, Darren Brennan (free), Brian Kennedy and Darragh Maher 0-1 each

ST. Lachtain’s TEAM ALL-IRELAND FINAL: Darren Brennan, Simon Rafter, Criomhthann 
Bergin(Captain), Shane Dawson, Padraig Donnelly, Brian Kennedy, Cathal Hickey, Brendan 
Quinn, Mark Donnelly, Alex Rafter, Paddy Killeen, Liam Hickey, Shane Donnelly, Cathal 
O’Leary, James Maher, 

Subs: Darragh Maher for O’Leary 51 minutes, John Fitzpatrick for James Maher 53 minutes, 
Cian Dawson for Shane Donnelly 56 minutes, Jerry Bergin for Alex Rafter 62 minutes

Alexander Rafter of St Lachtain’s scores his side’s first point Alexander Rafter of St Lachtain’s scores his side’s first point 

James Maher of St Lachtain’s in action against Kevin Tattan, left, and Pierce James Maher of St Lachtain’s in action against Kevin Tattan, left, and Pierce 
Cummins of Russell Rovers Cummins of Russell Rovers 

St Lachtain’s players celebrate after their side’s victory in the AIB GAA Hurling All-Ireland Junior Club Championship finalSt Lachtain’s players celebrate after their side’s victory in the AIB GAA Hurling All-Ireland Junior Club Championship final
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Having been consistently critical of the Kilkenny county board here in 
recent years it’s only fair to praise them when they get something right. 
(Relax. Normal service will be resumed before the end of the article.)
 
   They got it right in the aftermath of the All Ireland semi-final after 
Derek Lyng’s team had been on the receiving end of an egregious, 
unprecedented scoreboard error. Every now and then there comes a 
day when you just gotta suck it up. This was one such day. The county 
board, to their enormous credit, sucked it up and moved on.
 
   Imagine if they hadn’t sucked it up. Imagine if they’d thrown the toys 
out of the pram, which in the aftermath of the mix-up with the scoreline 
– a mix-up that dictated Kilkenny’s approach when chasing the game in 
injury time – they might well have done. But they had the good sense 
to recognise a fait accompli when they saw one, they accepted that the 
quadruped had bolted beyond recall and they didn’t spend the rest of 
the week stamping their feet and being sore losers.
 
   Lyng and his troops were victims of a mistake that shouldn’t have 
happened and one that when it did happen should have been clocked 
and rectified within seconds; this is the 21st century. They were not 
merely unfortunate, they were hard done by. (Incidentally, in this era 
of vast backroom teams, there had to be someone on the bench with 
specific responsibility for spotting stuff like this. Right?) Yet none of 
the rules of the game had been broken and no grounds for an appeal 
existed. We will see, down the line, if what goes around comes around.
 
   In any case Kilkenny lost the All Ireland semi-final not because of 
James Owens or the scoreboard operator but because they totally and 
utterly blew it. There is no other way of putting it.
 
   To say that Tipperary’s resilience was magnificent and that Kilkenny 
threw it away are not mutually contradictory observations. Tipperary 
won, and deserved to, because they did the simple things well. Kilkenny 
lost, and deserved to, because they committed sporting hara-kiri. No 
team that concedes four goals in a big match can claim extenuating 
circumstances and the goals conceded on the day were gruesome: the 
first from a ricochet, the second from terrible defending, the third from 
merely bad defending and the fourth gift-wrapped.

 
   What rendered the defeat all the more piercing was the fact of how 
very well they played for the most part. Certainly the attacking patterns 
in the first half were by a distance the best they’d produced under 
Lyng. At long last Kilkenny looked like a team that had been properly 
coached. And then the last ten minutes came with the extra man and 
they didn’t look like a team that had been properly coached, or indeed 
ever coached. How astoundingly predictable.  
 
   The men in stripes led by a point when Tipperary were reduced to 14. 
They should have been able to kick on from there. Only once, however, 
did they make their numerical advantage tell, going short from a TJ 
Reid free and working the sliotar for Cian Kenny to find the range. That 
was the template. Look up, pick out the extra man, get the ball into 
him in the scoring zone and fire. Instead they kept going long, whether 
from puckouts or from the full-back line, and they kept squandering 
possession, the worst example a delivery from deep that overshot the 
full-forward line and trickled harmlessly wide.
 
THE MORE THINGS CHANGE…
 
   It was the same approach the county would have adopted 15 years 
earlier, 2010 hurling transplanted to 2025. Lump the orb into a forward 
line where every man was capable of winning his own ball, except this 
forward line was not Brian Cody’s forward line. To compound matters 
sloppy defending handed Tipp two late frees, one on the Hogan Stand 
sideline and one on the Cusack Stand sideline, that Jason Forde nailed. 
Forde was furthermore presented with a point from play. This was a 
sustained systems failure at both ends of the field and it helped to keep 
the wearers of the blue and gold in the argument.
 
   A degree of existential musing in the last year or two has concerned 
how the straightforward tasks Kilkenny by and large face in Leinster 
constitute no preparation for the business end of the championship. 
In this instance there was nothing esoteric about what transpired. The 
losers made a series of basic errors that had zilch to do with a lack of 
adequate tempering. And three or four of their biggest names were 
mediocre, if even that, which didn’t help either.
  

THAT WAS THE YEAR 
that might have been but wasn’t. Again...
By: Enda Mcevoy

John McGrath of Tipperary scores a point despite the efforts of Paddy Deegan, left, and Huw Lawlor of Kilkenny.  Daire Brennan/Sportsfile John McGrath of Tipperary scores a point despite the efforts of Paddy Deegan, left, and Huw Lawlor of Kilkenny.  Daire Brennan/Sportsfile 
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   This much can be said in Lyng’s defence. Had he possessed 
even one reasonably good forward sub, somebody to provide fresh 
momentum midway through the second half, Kilkenny would probably 
have won by a few points. He patently didn’t trust his bench and he 
can’t be blamed for that. Lack of depth proved a killer.
 
   Would they have beaten Cork in the final? On the face of it, yes; the 
National League and Munster champions were, we now know, prime 
not to explode but to implode. Part of the reason Tipp trotted up on the 
big day, though, was their deployment of a spare defender. As Kilkenny 
wouldn’t have dreamed of deploying such an approach, might the Cork 
forwards have gone to town on them in a six-on-six scenario, and even 
more ruthlessly so if Kilkenny defended as badly as they had in the 
semi-final? You decide.
 
   They remain Schrodinger’s Cats, simultaneously as far away from 
the MacCarthy Cup as they are 
near to it. Stuck in a holding 
pattern. Worthy and solid and 
stolid. Acutely lacking in the 
kind of stardust that turns 
perennial contenders into 
champions. And growing old 
together.
 
   Unquestionably there was 
an element to the manager’s 
appointment for a fourth year 
of the county board taking the 
line of least resistance. Equally 
there was an element to it of 
them deciding that Kilkenny 
were very close in 2025 – for 
those who took care to look 
for straws in the wind there 
was subtle evidence that Lyng 
had upped his game and 
that much about his team was a little sharper, a little more carefully 
and consciously honed - and that with a couple of tweaks they could 
be even closer next time around. Maybe 2026 will be the year the 
Urlingford man, to date an unlucky general, gets the bounce of the ball. 
But if his charges are no better than they were in ‘25 they won’t win the 
All Ireland. A team that’s been the second or third best in the country 
for a few years either takes the leap and gets over the line, a la Clare 
last season, or is gripped by stasis, fails to reconstitute itself and gets 
overtaken – a fate that is on the verge of befalling the Cats.
 
   The manager is in dire need of two or three newcomers to supplement 
his hand and he requires them to be showing something by next April 
at the latest. The accession of Eddie Brennan as forwards coach is at 
least an acceptance that something has to change. It is not overdoing it 
to hold that Lyng received a hospital pass when he took the job. In the 
circumstances he has, in the eyes of this observer, made a reasonably 
good fist of it given the material, or lack thereof, at hand. The 2025 local 
championships underlined the point in neon; the county panellists were 
largely adequate but nothing more while scarcely any youngsters made 
a name for themselves. Some people like to believe that Noreside is 
full of undiscovered diamonds waiting to be polished if only Lyng and 
his management team would just look a little more closely. Newsflash: it 
isn’t. This isn’t 1985. Potential superstars do not exist down the grades.
 
   Lyng has ensured that standards have not been allowed to slip, the 
obvious caveat being that the attacking coaching has been nowhere 
near progressive enough. Eddie B cannot start soon enough. Oh 
and another area that demands attention: Kilkenny’s puckout game. 
Have a look at the All Ireland final and see the way Rhys Shelly was 
orchestrating matters from restarts and turning his clearances into 
precision-guided low-flying missiles.
 
GLORIOUS NEW CHAMPIONS
 
   Which brings us neatly to Liam Cahill and Tipperary, a team that were 
conspicuously well coached in all departments, their forwards included 
(the latter job overseen by, of all people, a former Kilkenny goalkeeper). 
Midway through the championship the Ballingarry man found two or 
three youngsters to supplement his hand. There and then everything 
changed. The upshot was an All Ireland triumph that was nothing short 
of outstanding. 

   Bear in mind where Tipperary had been at the end of 2024. Bear 
in mind where they’d been in late April 2025 after copping hidings 
from Cork in the league final and provincial round robin. Cahill had 
the strength of character to keep going, the gumption to try a novel 
tactical approach in the All Ireland final – just imagine the accusations 
of cowardice that would have been flung at him had it failed – and 
the coaching expertise to bring it off. It helped that he had a cohort of 
emerging talent at his disposal that Lyng did not, of course.
 
   Elsewhere the Kilkenny minors lost to a very good and far more 
physical Waterford outfit in the All Ireland semi-final. These things 
happen in the teenage arena. “We had a few traditional-type hurlers,” 
as the winning manager James ‘Joxer’ O’Connor pointed out. “Lads 
well able to catch high balls and win the 50/50s. That takes off a lot of 
pressure.” Quite.
 

   The county board deserve 
further kudos for getting Henry 
Shefflin, his penance done, 
back into the tent. Given he’s 
been furnished with a cast of 
thousands in terms of backroom 
staff, some of them very big 
names, this is a plan that dare 
not fail. And no, that doesn’t 
necessarily mean the capture 
of an All Ireland title, seeing 
that any manager can only be 
as good as the depth of talent 
available to him allows, but it 
does mean the identification 
and shaping of a cohort that 
will progress to adult ranks and 
move the dial there. There is 
now an obvious succession plan 
in terms of the senior team, a 
show of proactivity by the county 

board and a necessary one.
 
   As an aside, here’s an observation heard in the past couple of years 
from more than one or two supporters and relayed without comment. 
“Kilkenny managers at all levels are too passive on the sideline.”
 
   A point made here to the point of tedium in recent years needs to 
be made again. The Kilkenny county board continues to be run by 
amateurs. Again, that was fine 40 years ago when the GAA was an 
amateur organisation in practically every way; it is not, and cannot be, 
fine in 2025 when it is very much a professional organisation. People 
who are working in nine-to-five jobs or retired cannot be expected 
to bring the same forensic eye to the work of a county board as 
professional employees. Wexford appointed the former world boxing 
champion Bernard Dunne to the newly created role of Talent and 
Development Culture a few months back; their Kilkenny counterparts 
couldn’t possibly have come up with such a left-field move. They remain 
an analogue body in a digital age.
 
   On the domestic scene St Lachtain’s became All Ireland champions; 
Barrow Rangers enacted a glorious county junior success, something 
all the more heartening in view of their geographical situation; and 
Danesfort pulled off the shock of the season when chinning James 
Stephens in the intermediate decider, a result that will make it even 
more difficult for the latter to return to the top table in the coming years 
now that they failed to do so at the first time of asking. As for the senior 
final, one long ago ran out of superlatives to use about Ballyhale 
Shamrocks but ponder this. In their current iteration they’ve now been 
winning county titles since 2006. That was explicable when Henry and 
Cha and Mick Fennelly were around the place. That they’ve also been 
winning them since the trio departed is, if not outright inexplicable, 
difficult to comprehend. Or would be were it not for the simple fact that 
this is Ballyhale Shamrocks and winning is what they do and what they 
exist to do.
 
   All the while time ticks on. The Monday after the All Ireland semi-finals 
a Cork fan in High Street observed, referring to his own county and 
little dreaming of the horror about to unfold the following Sunday week, 
that “ten years can easily become 20.” For Kilkenny a ten-year hiatus 
without the MacCarthy Cup now stretches into 11. The clock isn’t ticking 
down. It’s ticking onwards.

John Knox, a former editor of the Yearbook, and Enda McEvoy, a longtime John Knox, a former editor of the Yearbook, and Enda McEvoy, a longtime 
contributor, were successive winners of the GAA’s prestigious NcNamee Hall contributor, were successive winners of the GAA’s prestigious NcNamee Hall 

of Fame award in recent years. Danny Lahart snapped the two of them with of Fame award in recent years. Danny Lahart snapped the two of them with 
their trophies in Nowlan Parktheir trophies in Nowlan Park
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Dublin Gaelic Football team had only won three Leinster Senior Football 
Championships games in seven seasons (1967-73). In the National 
Football League in September 1973, they were relegated to division two 
by Roscommon. Three months later they arrived at Nowlan Park for a 
Division 2A game versus Kilkenny.

DATE: Sunday 9th December 1973.
VENUE: Nowlan Park, Kilkenny.
EVENT: Kilkenny Minor Hurling Final Replay 1973 & National 
Football League Division 2A 1973/74 Kilkenny v Dublin.

A horrible wet day in Kilkenny, a ten thousand or so crowd in Nowlan 
Park, and a team that were to be crowned All Ireland Football 
Champions just nine months later were in town.
However, this is Kilkenny, hurling is king, and by the time the football 
game began, there was approximately two hundred spectators 
remaining.
Everything to do with the hurling part of this December afternoon was 
wonderful, while the gaelic football part was forgettable, except for the 
two hundred who stayed on watching the origin of a Dublin team, who 
would dominate the next ten years of the big ball code.
The Saturday newspapers had the Kilkenny versus Dublin football game 
scheduled for 2.30pm but when the carloads of Dubs footballers arrived 
there were cars parked everywhere, with the minor hurling game having 
just started.
The priority for Kilkenny County Secretary Paddy Grace was getting the 
huge crowd into the ground and so the football game was, unfortunately 
for the visitors, going to have to play second fiddle.
As referenced in Liam Hayes 2013 book on then newly appointed 
Dublin football manager Kevin Heffernan (“Heffo - A Brilliant Mind”) the 
Kilkenny County secretary apologised that the Gaelic match would be 
delayed but also offered the two NFL points on offer to the visitors if 
they wished to claim them! 
Paddy Grace’s priority was keeping an eye on the hurling game and the 
revenue that ensued from same, as Heffo and his Dubs arrived.
Kilkenny GAA Chairperson Mick O’Neill said “the minor final, particularly 
as it was a replay, was a major attraction here. If we tried to play ot one 
o’clock or even 1.30, we would have nobody at it”
 
Back to the Hurling.
On November 25th, the Minor hurling final between Dicksboro and 
Thomastown had ended in a draw, 1-8 each. Dicksboro had got a goal, 
scored by John Cahill in the final minute, to move one point ahead, but 
a point from Eamon Farrell had saved the day for Thomastown.
On to the December 9th eagerly awaited replay - Dicksboro 4-7; 
Thomastown 2-5.
The Kilkenny People reported, “Without taking into account the very 
heavy underfoot conditions this Minor Hurling final replay was, as it 

had promised, a real thriller. After the drawn game both teams were 
determined that this would be a game to remember. It was just that and 
the hurling served up was as good as ever seen at Nowlan Park.”
Even the Dublin footballers, delayed as they were, joined in the praise 
of the minor hurlers.
Dublin GAA Secretary Jim King was quoted in the Evening Herald as 
saying, “It had its brighter side, The hurling was worth seeing. This was 
pure hurling, and the Dublin lads enjoyed every puck of it.” 
Meanwhile regarding the Gaelic football, the game finally started around 
3.30 pm and finished in near darkness.
The National Football League of 1973/74 was made up, of two divisions, 
sixteen teams in each, two groups of eight. Teams in this second 
division could win the main competition outright. In May Dublin would 
lose the division two final to Kildare.
The Irish Press report on this match started “Dublin simply toyed with 
the opposition in their National Football League Division Two ‘A’ game 
with Kilkenny at Nowlan Park, Kilkenny yesterday. The home team, 
short their three hurling representatives, Mick Brennan, Kieran Purcell 
and Phil Larkin, were never in the hunt, and were completely outclassed 
by a Dublin team that was never tested.
Most prominent for the winners were George Wilson, Paddy O’Neill, 
John Furlong, John McCarthy and Robert Doyle. Only players to catch 
the eye on a weak Kilkenny side were Mick Moore, John Byrne, Mick 
Daly and Ted Dollard.”
The Evening Herald quoted Jim King as saying, “there was a wonderful 
sporting approach by Kilkenny. To be perfectly honest we expected 
them to be tough, instead we conceded the greater number of frees.” 
Granted our recent opposition has been weak but the lads have 
underlined how capable they are.”

Scorers:
Dublin:
J. McCarthy 4-0); B. Doyle (1-2); Joe O’Reilly (0-5); P. Gogarty 1-1); 
A. O Toole (04); J. Furlong (0-2), F. Murray, S McCarthy 0-1 each).
Kilkenny:
T. Dollard (0-3); Martin Meally (0-1).
Teams:

DUBLIN
Paddy Cullen; Alan Larkin, Sean Doherty, M, Canny; George 
Wilson, Pat O’Neill, Robbie Kelleher: Johnny Furlong, J. O’Neill; 
Bobby Doyle, John McCarthy, Joe O’Reilly; Anton O’Toole, P. 
Gogarty, F Murray.
Subs.- J. Jones for O’Neill; S. McCarthy for Murray; Bernard 
Brogan for Furlong.
KILKENNY
W. Walsh; M. Moore, K. Meally, S, Brennan; D McNamara, M, 
Morrissey, J. Byrne; L, Meally, T. Watters; M. Daly, T, Lawler, T. 

THE DUBS ARE BACK!
by John Power

DUBLIN - ALL-IRELAND FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS 1974DUBLIN - ALL-IRELAND FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS 1974
Back: Steve Rooney, Anton O’Toole, Jimmy Keaveney, Tony Hanahoe, Paddy Cullen,John Mccarthy, Alan Larkin, Back: Steve Rooney, Anton O’Toole, Jimmy Keaveney, Tony Hanahoe, Paddy Cullen,John Mccarthy, Alan Larkin, 

Bobby Doyle.Bobby Doyle.
Front: Brian Mullins, Ceorce Wilson, Robbie Kelleher, Sean Doherty, David Hickey, Paddy Reilly, Gay O’Driscoll.Front: Brian Mullins, Ceorce Wilson, Robbie Kelleher, Sean Doherty, David Hickey, Paddy Reilly, Gay O’Driscoll.
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Dollard; M. Hogan, M, Tierney, M. Meally.
Referee - J. Landers (Waterford).

Ten of the players who performed in Nowlan 
Park would win Celtic Crosses as All Ireland 
senior football champions a little over nine 
months later. The Dubs beat Wexford, Louth, 
Offaly, Kildare, Meath, Cork and finally Galway 
in the All-Ireland Senior Football Final on 
September 22nd.

SCORERS:
Dublin Scorers: J Keaveney 0–8, B Mullins 
0–2, D Hickey 0–2, A O’Toole 0–1, J 
McCarthy 0–1
Galway Scorers: M Rooney 1–1, T 
Naughton 0–2, J Duggan 0–1, J Tobin 0–1, J 
Hughes 0–1
Dublin Team:
Paddy Cullen, Gay O’Driscoll, Sean Doherty 
(C), Robbie Kelleher, Paddy Reilly, Alan 
Larkin, George Wilson, Stephen Rooney, 
Brian Mullins, Bobby Doyle, Tony Hanahoe, 
David Hickey, John McCarthy, Jimmy 
Keaveney, Anton O’Toole
Subs not used

B. Pocock, B Donovan, D Billings, K 
Synnott, P Gogarty, L. Deegan, P. O’Neill, J. 
Brogan, F Ryder.
Getting back to the December 9th game that 
finished in darkness, the Kilkenny Chairman 
had to come up with a “little white lie” to 
account for the ten thousand Nowlan Park 
patrons that had evaporated to just two 
hundred come football throw in time. Paddy 

told Dubs manager Kevin Heffernan that 
there was another big hurling game over in 
Thomastown and the fans had headed their 
instead of staying for the Gaelic Football.
Still the two hundred who stayed had been 
given a sneak preview of one of the best ever 
Dublin Gaelic Football sides.

The Dicksboro Team which played in the Curtain Raiser County MH FinalThe Dicksboro Team which played in the Curtain Raiser County MH Final
Back: Mick Devane (Manager), Frank Cody, Tom Casey, Michael Hogan, Sam Dunlop, John Knox, Ger Devane,Ben McGarryBack: Mick Devane (Manager), Frank Cody, Tom Casey, Michael Hogan, Sam Dunlop, John Knox, Ger Devane,Ben McGarry

Front: Phil Cody, John Devaned, John Marnell, Gerry Stapleton, John Cahill, Seamus Fitzpatrick, Denis Quinlan, Paul Mullally.Front: Phil Cody, John Devaned, John Marnell, Gerry Stapleton, John Cahill, Seamus Fitzpatrick, Denis Quinlan, Paul Mullally.
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Another inter-county season has come and gone and alas, the long-awaited 
return of our dear friend Liam MacCarthy remains on standby.

Simply put, success is judged by All-Ireland medals in a county of Kilkenny’s 
stature with the quest to win hurling’s top prize never as competitive as it is 
today.

However, while our rivals across the border in Tipperary hold on tightly to 
their All-Ireland crown, hopes are high that Derek Lyng and his charges can 
bring an end to Liam’s 11 year absence from Noreside.

With two Pwc All-Star winners and six nominees in total in 2025, there can 
be no doubt the tools to manufacture success and build on the county’s 
provincial dominance over the past six seasons are at Lyng’s disposal.

Amongst those at the heart of the Kilkenny manager’s plans for the 2026 
campaign is razor sharp Kilkenny midfielder and All-Star nominee, Cian 
Kenny.

Be it as a forward, defender or in recent years as the conductor of the 
midfield orchestra, Kenny has proven to be an all-rounder, and that skill of 
adaptability has earned him two All-Star nominations in succession (2024 
and 2025).

The James Stephens (Village) player made his inter-county debut under the 
stewardship of fellow clubman Brian Cody in 2022 and has never looked 
back, with no shortage of ups and downs. 

From starting an All-Ireland final in midfield alongside clubmate and dear 
friend Conor Browne in his first season, to semi-final and final heartbreaks, 
it’s been a long and winding road for the skillful and still relatively young 
player.

Now, as he prepares to face the cold winter months of pre-season training 
for a fifth year, Kenny is very clear in his mindset. Personal accolades are 
nice but winning silverware with the stripey men is the obsession!

“You wouldn’t really be thinking of it (an All-Star nomination), even after the 
season ends, you’d completely forget about it altogether, so when you see 
when the nomination comes out and your name is up there with the best 
hurlers in the country, it’s a very proud moment,” Kenny explained.

“I suppose trying to build it and trying to maintain it (consistency) is such a 
hard thing to do but just think for myself, personally, when I’m enjoying my 
game and I’m enjoying my training, the consistency just comes naturally to 
me,” he revealed, stressing the high standards expected at inter-county and 
club level have to come from within.

“I love hurling, I love training, I love putting in the hard yards and training 
with the lads and looking at each other bet afterwards, knowing you put 
in a hard graft and I think when I’m enjoying it is when I can really shine 
through.

“We’re all there to try to win every game we play and every competition 
we’re in and obviously the most important one Liam MacCarthy so having 
that drive from the management team, your teammates, it does help you 
get them a few last runs in at training. It all bundles into one and it all helps 
each other out,” he added.

The four-time Leinster winner became the sweetheart of the Kilkenny hurling 
supporting public in 2022, breaking on to the scene alongside Mikey Butler 
in that campaign. From winning a first Leinster medal in a provincial final 
defeat of Galway to raising a green flag in an emphatic All-Ireland semi-
final victory over Clare, the then 21 year old was fulfilling a boyhood dream.

However, as the calendar turned to 2023 the Village man hit his first rocky 
patch, relinquishing his place in the Kilkenny starting team. A low period 
in his career that ultimately proved to be a learning curve, with Kenny 
using that period as a launching pad for the high standards he has set in 
subsequent years.

“I always reflect on 
2023 as a massive 
change in my career. 
After that year, in 
2024, I said to 
myself that I was 
just going to really, 
really have a go at it. 
I became obsessed 
with training, I 
became obsessed 
with the game. You 
could even say too 
much sometimes but 
2023 was a massive 
learning curve for 
me,” he admitted.

“I’d rather a lad go in there that’s in form and play in front of me than me 
going and having bad games but, going into the pre-season in ‘24, I had a 
toe injury, but I really just said to myself I really want this to be my life for as 
many years as I can go at it.”

But for all the sacrifices there are no guarantees of success and despite 
exceptional performances for county and club over the past two campaigns, 
Kenny has experienced his fair share of heartbreak. 

“The club obviously got relegated, lost the intermediate county final and 
they’re very dark days and it’s hurt that you haven’t really felt before, so you 
kind of feel lost,” the midfielder admitted.

“You have to do a reflection on it at the end of the day and sooner than 
later. I’ve watched the Tipperary semi-final and the Clare semi-final, I’d say, 
about 10-20 times already so, it’s been a tough few weeks and a tough few 
months to reflect but it has to be done.

“Reflection has to be done but it’s coming into the game more and more 
and it’s massively important.It’s a feeling you never feel before. It’s gut 
wrenching to be honest,” adding, “it’ll always be in your head and always 
be motivation.”

Kenny has remained the sole Village inter-county player since the departure 
of Conor Browne and while he suspects that statistic will change in the years 
to come, it’s a reality that doesn’t enter his mind.

“I don’t think there’s pressure at all. When you come back to train with 
the club, the eyes are obviously on you to set the bar high with standards 
which is something I like because when you’re going back into club you’re 
just fitting back into family. Like after the semi-final against Clare this year, 
Jackie (Tyrrell) was on to me straight away, just making sure I was okay and 
stuff like that, telling me to take my time and stuff. 

“The management we have with the Villages here, the work they’ve done, 
I can’t put a word on it, it’s been unbelievable on and off the pitch. It’s a 
massive help coming back to an environment like that, like a family,” he 
continued.

That support network has never been lost on the Village and Kilkenny star 
who is eager to bounce back from the disappointment of the intermediate 
county final loss to Danesfort in October and guide his club back to the 
senior grade in 2027. 

Naturally, Kenny believes he can play a vital role in that journey but also 
hailed the impact of some new recruits to the club side who have stood up 
to the challenge from the club’s underage ranks.

“Training was absolutely unbelievable this year. The standards that we’ve set 
as a club is something that we haven’t done before and me coming back 
from inter-county set-up, fell nicely to it.

“There’s some savage hurlers that are after coming in with our club 

“I Love Hurling, I Love Training”         
Liam Kelly O’Rourke meets Cian Kenny
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CianKenny.indd   1CianKenny.indd   1 12/11/2025   22:0412/11/2025   22:04



team and we’re a very, very young team. You look at them to drive them 
standards,” he stated, affirming, “if you slip up once or you drop your 
standards once, there’s someone there to take your position fairly quickly.”

As a new inter-county season approaches, the cruel reminders of Kilkenny’s 
All-Ireland semi-final loss to ‘The Premier’ will no doubt have a place in the 
back of every Kilkenny player’s mind. That bruise remains even now but the 
pain of it is nothing more than a motivation to come back and do it all over 
again.

“I’m focusing on Liam MacCarthy and retaining Bob O’Keeffe and just 
getting myself in the best possible shape that I can be in to play in Kilkenny 
games this year.

“I want to be able to do everything I can to be in a position to do whatever 
Derek (Lyng) and what the lads ask for. I’ve lost every final I played in and 
that’s another driving factor I use for training and trying to become a better 
player.

“It (inter-county hurling) takes up your life, but I wouldn’t swap for anything 
in the world. It’s been my dream since I was young to play for the Kilkenny 
team.  Yes, you do miss your social events and different stuff like that, but it’s 
very well worth it when you’re running out in Nowlan Park or Croke Park for 
Kilkenny.

“It’s mad for me to be getting the chance to play with the likes of TJ, Eoin 
Murphy, and I got to play with Padraig Walsh and Cillian Buckey and Walter 
Walsh too. I’ve pictures with them in City West when they were winning All-

Irelands when I could just dream of it.

“It’s something I would never change in my life and I’m grateful I get to say 
I’m doing that.”

6 July 2025; Cian Kenny of Kilkenny is tackled by Bryan 6 July 2025; Cian Kenny of Kilkenny is tackled by Bryan 
O’Mara  of Tipperary during the All-Ireland Senior semi-final O’Mara  of Tipperary during the All-Ireland Senior semi-final 
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ln the course of researching for the TG4 programme Scéalta na 
gCorn (Story of the Cups) recently, my attention was drawn by 
County Communications Officer Mary Morgan, to the presence 
of a Cup in the store at Nowlan Park, the existence of which 
had been long forgotten. Once cleaned, it revealed itself to be 
an impressive trophy and the inscription on it reads “Hearns 
Trophy, International Hurling Contest 1934, won by Kilkenny”. 
Further research was called for and this revealed an intriguing 
story of the visit of a Kilkenny team to the USA over ninety years 
ago.
It begins with the then Kilkenny County Secretary Mr Liam 
Mac Oda informing the1934 County Convention, held in City 
Hall on January 25th that he had received a letter from Richard 
O’Sullivan of the New York Kilkennymen’s Association inviting 
the Kilkenny team to tour America in May or June. It was an 
opportune time to visit as the year marked the 50th anniversary 
of the formation of the GAA and also as Kilkenny had won the 
All-Ireland title in both of the previous two years and also the 
1933-34 National League. 

The necessary approvals were sought and received from 
Central Council and the American GAA Governing body 
and on June 1st amidst scenes of excitement and animation 
which newspaper reports stated would rival the All-Ireland 
homecomings of the previous two years, the tour party 
departed Kilkenny Railway station, seen off by the Mayor, 
Corporation and County Council members along with hundreds 
of supporters, as detonators exploded on the tracks. Many of 
the players bore messages from Kilkenny residents for family 
members living in New York. 

The team overnighted in Cork and left Cobh on a German 
liner the SS Berlin. The journey to New York took a week and 
the iconic picture of the 1933 Kilkenny team appears to have 
been taken on board. For the record the players who travelled 
and their clubs were: Eddie Doyle (capt.), Johnny Dunne, Jack 
Duggan (Mooncoin); Lory Meagher, Tommy Grace, Paddy 
Phelan, Jim Dermody, Martin White, Paddy Larkin (Tullaroan), 
Peter O’Reilly, Podge Byrne, Jimmy O’Connell (Dicksboro), 
Jimmy Walsh, John Fitzpatrick, John Farrell (Carrickshock); 

Matty Power 
(Garda); Martin 
Power (Army 
Metro), Eddie 
Byrne, Tommy 
Leahy, Jack ‘Sag’ 
Carroll (Young 
Irelands). The 
Chairman of the 
County Board 
Sean Gibbons, 
Mick Dalton the 
trainer of the 
team and Sean 
Mc Carthy, the 
President of 
the GAA also 
travelled. The trip 
took six weeks in 
total including a 
week’s travel time 
at each end with 
a return to Ireland 
on July 5th. 
 
On disembarking 
in New York on 
June 9th the 
players were met 
by a cheering crowd of over 1.000 people, according to a New 
York Times report, and following a welcome from a reception 
committee they travelled to the Knights of Columbus Hotel in 
Brooklyn accompanied by a parade of decorated automobiles. 
The players attended a number of events during their stay, the 
biggest being a banquet at the Astor Hotel organised by the 
New York Kilkennymen’s Association. 

During their stay Kilkenny played against teams from New 
York, Massachusetts and Connecticut.  Kilkenny played New 
York three times in total and the overall winner between the 

A Forgotten Cup - The Hearn’s Trophy 1934 
        by Conor Denieffe

THE KILKENNY TEAM ABOARD THE LINER SS BERLIN 1934THE KILKENNY TEAM ABOARD THE LINER SS BERLIN 1934
Back Row: Sean McCarthy (President GAA), Jimmy Walsh, Podge Byrne, John Farrell, Jimmy O’Connell, Back Row: Sean McCarthy (President GAA), Jimmy Walsh, Podge Byrne, John Farrell, Jimmy O’Connell, 

Lory Meagher, Rev Willie Brennan.Lory Meagher, Rev Willie Brennan.
Middle Row: Jack Keoghan, Dick O’Sullivan, Eddie Byrne, Martin Power, Jim Dermody, Peter O’Reilly, Paddy Phelan, Middle Row: Jack Keoghan, Dick O’Sullivan, Eddie Byrne, Martin Power, Jim Dermody, Peter O’Reilly, Paddy Phelan, 

Tommy Leahy, Sean Gibbons (Cahirman Co Board), Mick Dalton (Trainer).Tommy Leahy, Sean Gibbons (Cahirman Co Board), Mick Dalton (Trainer).
Front Row: John Fitzpatrick, Jack Duggan, Paddy Larkin, Eddie Doyle (Capt), Martin White, Tommy Grace, Matty Power, Front Row: John Fitzpatrick, Jack Duggan, Paddy Larkin, Eddie Doyle (Capt), Martin White, Tommy Grace, Matty Power, 

Johnnie Dunne.Johnnie Dunne.
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two was to receive the Hearn’s Cup 
presented by Hearn’s Department Store 
in New York. This was described as the 
“world championship hurling crown” by 
the” Gaelic American” newspaper. It is 
unclear at this remove why the Hearn’s 
company, which owned large department 
stores in the Bronx and Brooklyn at the 
time, provided the trophy but there is a 
reference in a speech given at the Astor 
Hotel banquet to a prominent Hearn’s 
Department store employee, a nephew of 
Mick Dalton the Kilkenny team trainer. 

There is an interesting photograph in the 
GAA Museum in Croke Park taken in the 
Polo Grounds in 1934 of the two team 
captains, Eddie Doyle of Mooncoin and 
Kilkenny and Jack Kenny of New York 
(formerly Cork), with the Cup strategically 
placed on the bench between the two.

Kilkenny won the first game, played in 
front of a reported 10,00 spectators at 
the Polo Grounds, by 2-8 to 3-0 against a 
New York team comprising players from 
seven Irish counties, including a Kilkenny 
man called Gus Fitzpatrick.
 
The second and third games of the series 
attracted equally large crowds and were 
played in Innisfail Park (now known as 
Gaelic Park). New York prevailed in the 
second encounter, winning by 3-7 to 3-4 
and this result caused much surprise with 
some attributing it to the game being 

played during a sweltering New York 
heatwave although it should be pointed 
out that conditions were the same for 
both teams. 

The third game and final game, which 
should have decided the series ended in 
a draw, 3-6 apiece. As this left the results 
of the games tied at a win for each side 
and a draw, the destination of the Hearn’s 
Cup was decided on the total of scores 
for each team rather than the best of 

three games as originally intended. No 
finish on the day, extra time or penalties 
in 1934! This saw Kilkenny receive the 
trophy on an aggregate score of 42 to 
New York’s 40. 

The Hearn’s Cup was borne home by the 
Kilkenny team and has resided in Nowlan 
Park since, where it will be on display 
in the new trophy cabinet in County 
Headquarters in the New Year. 

The Captains with the Hearn Cup at the end of the Series.The Captains with the Hearn Cup at the end of the Series.
Jack Kenny (New York) and Eddie Doyle (Kilkenny)Jack Kenny (New York) and Eddie Doyle (Kilkenny)

SLÁN AGUS BUÍOCHAS LEAT, CAROLINESLÁN AGUS BUÍOCHAS LEAT, CAROLINE

March 5th 2025 After 28 years of great and efficient service as the  engine behind the day to day activities of Kilkenny GAA, 
Caroline Morrissey steps down as Kilkenny GAA Office Secretary.

Caroline is pictured here with current and former Officers:
Back: Conor Denieffe, Brian Ryan, Seamus Reade, John Healy, Pat Dunphy, Paul Kinsella, Ned Quinn.

Front: Jimmy Walsh, Jim Fennelly, Mary Morgan, Pat Henderson and Barry Hickey.
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Willie O’Connor was smiling now, but he could still feel a hint of the 
biting chill from the deep past. The awfulness of one possibility facing 
the collective within the Kilkenny hurling camp was potentially heart-
breaking.
Utter determination usurped fear and inspired, however. What would 
have been the blackest of black days in Kilkenny hurling and GAA 
history was avoided.
The year was 2000. The occasion, the All-Ireland senior hurling final 
against Offaly. The venue, Croke Park. The bleak background was 
that the Noresiders had been beaten in the All-Ireland finals of 1998 
and 1999 by Offaly and Cork respectively.
It was the fifth time the Cats had suffered back-to-back defeats in All-
Ireland finals. Losing a third on-the-trot would be a first for any county 
in hurling. History of the worst kind.
“The inspiration to win that year came more from the fear of losing 
rather than anywhere else,” Willie said of what turned out to be a 
thumping 5-15 to 1-14 triumph from an inspired group. 
Before the game there was no hint from the Kilkenny camp of the 
depth of feeling surrounding the dark scenario. But there was a 
different, volcanic mood within the walls of Nowlan Park. 
Team trainer, Mick O’Flynn, was handling a frisky bunch. He had to 
keep a firm grip on hungry warriors demanding to do more, chasing 
supreme fitness and condition for the test.
“We were after losing 1998 and 1999. I was part of those defeats,” 
Willie recalled when he took up the story. “They were a disaster. As 
well, for me, I was coming near the end of my time. 
“Later I heard people suggesting that a Kilkenny player was under 
pressure because the county might win three in-a-row. I was going to 
be captain when the county might be losing three in-a-row.” 
He laughed, loudly, with eyes opened wide.
“There’s pressure,” he guffawed, his face alive with satisfaction only 
he could accurately measure. 
Looking back he said Kilkenny were simply in the right frame of mind 
for the final. The players knew they had to perform; they had to win.
“For different reasons that was a sweet one,” Willie assured. “There 
was real fire there. It was part of the start for Brian (Cody).”
O’Connor’s wit lit up Croke Park afterwards. During his victory 
speech, the Glenmore man chirped: “The last six years this cup 
(MacCarthy) was wandering around and didn’t know where it was 
going. Now it is going home.”
The journey over the previous six years had taken MacCarthy to 
Cork, Offaly (twice), Wexford and Clare (twice).
Willie O’Connor never returned to the inter-county stage after that 
All-Ireland win. The journey that traversed the minor (1985) and 
under-21 (1987 and ’88) grades, began at senior level with a debut 
against Waterford in the 1988-89 National League. 
It finished with a rich harvest of three All-Ireland winners medals, five 
in Leinster, two National Leagues, two with Leinster in the Railway 
Cup and four times he was picked as an All-Star.
On the club scene the haul was mighty too - five Kilkenny SHC titles 
well spread between 1987 and 1999 (the club’s total haul to date), 
one Leinster and one All-Ireland club title (1991) when his beloved 
Glenmore defeated Patrickswell (Limerick). 
“In 2000 I knew my time was up,” Willie revealed. “I was lucky. I was 
one of the players who had the cop on to see the end of the road. 
I was getting slower and my opponents were getting faster. I was 
getting older and they were getting younger. I could see the end.
“I was very, very lucky to get out the way I got out; lucky enough I 
never got a roasting. Lucky enough I got to lift the ’Cup (MacCarthy) 
that day. Mammy died in 2000 as well. It was a kind of fitting end the 
way the whole thing went.
“It was a sad year at one point, and then a nice year at another point. 
In my speech after the All-Ireland I said it was the saddest year of 
my life with mammy dying. She was a wonderful mother. She lived 
for the games. She was more excited about things than we were.”
George and Bridie (nee Aylward from Glenmore) O’Connor were 
ever supportive, proud parents. Mam would always have the gear 
ready for the boys when they were rushing from work to training, be 

it with the club or county.  
Willie lifting MacCarthy rounded 
off a magical circle for the 
O’Connor family. His equally 
gifted brother, Eddie, captained 
Kilkenny to All-Ireland success in 
1993.  
The only other Kilkenny brothers 
who hit the same milestone were 
Ger Fennelly (1979) and Liam 
Fennelly, who was captain twice 
in 1983 and 1992.
A groin injury, and then an even 
worse condition known as a 
Gilmore groin injury that is caused by a tear in the muscles and 
tendons in the lower abdominal wall and groin, stole two years from 
Willie O’Connor’s career. To this day, the loss of that time at inter-
county level remains his one and only regret. 
While carrying the groin injury, he continued to play with his club, 
which baffled many. However, he pointed out the demands, on training 
and playing, were very, very different between club and county. An 
operation performed by former Meath footballer, Gerry McEntee, to 
repair the Gilmore injury rescued his career. The recovery followed a 
12-week pathway that started with short walks.
“That wasn’t easy, but it was a better option than having to give  up,” 
Willie assured.
As soon as he was fit again, former great, Ollie Walsh, invited 
O’Connor back into the Kilkenny fold. His brother Eddie and Liam 
Simpson “were flying in the corners” at the time, Willie recalled, so 
Ollie asked him if he would have a go at playing at wing-back.  
“I said I would love to play anywhere,” he recalled.
In fact, there was a time when Ollie viewed O’Connor as a potential 
centre-back for the county, such was his outstanding form at club 
level. The day he got a run in the position O’Connor picked up an 
injury, and by the time he came back, the opportunity had passed. 
“I wasn’t good enough to be the centre-back for Kilkenny,” Willie said 
with a fading voice that amplified his belief. “I was possibly too small. 
You would want to be better than I was. I was happy enough at 4, 7 
or 5, in any of those positions.”
He insisted that survival at the elite level in sport was all about the 
mind. 
“I still tell people that you will get away with being 70% fit, but you 
need to be 100% turned in with the mind. You won’t get away with 
being 100% fit and only 70% ready in the mind. I often told players 
that when it comes to a certain stage of the year I would always 
prefer to be fresh rather than fit. Freshness will bring you an awful 
long way.”
There was an easy conversation about fitness and today’s trend of 
prolonged training programmes and camps for players. He wasn’t a 
great fan. He wondered did the players get the fun out of the game 
that lads in his time did. 
“You miss the contests,” he said of today’s style of hurling. “There is 
a lot more running off the ball. That is a skill in itself, knowing that by 
doing something like that you are opening up opportunities for the 
team. There are supremely fit athletes out there. You have to admire 
them all for their commitment.
“Are they enjoying it as much as we enjoyed it, I don’t know. We saw 
a bit of everything. In the Winter season you would put on a bit of 
weight, but you’d lose that when back in training. Hurlers are now 
athletes 12 months of the year. They are wonderful chaps.
“The speed, the pace of games, it is incredible. I don’t agree with the 
speed at which the championship is being run off now though. If you 
get a serious or middling injury, your whole season could be wiped 
out. Then even at club level, things are run off over a matter of weeks 
as well. If you pulled a hamstring, goodbye!”
There was a lot of discontent about that, but no one seemed to be 
listening, he felt.
He wasn’t a prisoner to times past, but he recalled the days when 

          “There’s Something Missing”          “There’s Something Missing”
         Willie O’Connor looks back.         Willie O’Connor looks back.
                With John Knox                With John Knox
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he would rush from work to Mullinavat, jump into Peadar Kelly’s 
Transit van - he had a settee in the back - and it would be laughter 
and fun all the way to and from Nowlan Park.
“Some of the lads would be smoking, so we may as well all have 
been smoking. It was a great craic,” he assured. “You would be 
looking forward to going to Langton’s for your dinner after the 
day you’d put in. 
“Are they even allowed to go to Langton’s for the steak now? 
We couldn’t wait to get there. If you got a dessert it was a bonus 
altogether. They were different times. Kilkenny County Board 

was always good to look after the players, and that was appreciated.”
Willie recalled that ten or 12 years ago he was in Wexford Park 
watching a match with his son George. He remembered saying to 
George he hoped he would only be an average club hurler. 
“He asked me what I meant,” Willie revealed. “I said there was no fun 
in that game anymore. They were all in a ruck. There were no one-
to-one battles. The commitment the players are giving is exceptional, 
and the athleticism is exceptional, but there is something missing.” 
The hurling days with Glenmore prompted the fondest of memories 
too. He suggested a good group of players came along together 

at the right time, and while they strung five senior championships 
together, they never won back-to-back titles. 
To many, the All-Ireland club success of 1991, under the stewardship 
of the great Georgie Leahy, was the pinnacle.
Willie remembered the squad and team management being brought 
through Glenmore village on the back of Duggan’s lorry after that All-
Ireland success. A simple yet wonderful memory.
“That meant everything to me,” he insisted. “It was in Glenmore that 
everything started for me and my brothers, and all of us. Lads will 
always say, look what your parish did for you. We were giving great 
entertainment to the people of the parish. 
“It works both ways. On our team we had some wonderful players, 
wonderful characters. Doing well at hurling shortened a lot of Winters 
for us. Image training against the likes of Christy or Ray Heffernan, 
against Michael Phelan, Liam Walsh, Eddie Aylward, Richie or Paddy 
Mullally or any of them and you would soon learn what hurling was 
all about.
“Regrets? No! Apart from the years that injuries took from me,” he 
assured.

“I thought that practice was 
terrific for the fans, especially 
the older ones, some of whom 
would be there every night. This 
thing of training behind closed 
doors, there is no need for it.”

“I believe they should all be taught/
coached to hold the hurley the right 
way from day one. It is an easy way 
of swinging the hurley. There will be 
genuine left handed hurlers, but all 
others should be shown how to get 
out of the bad habit of holding the 
hurley wrong.”
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Kilkenny personalities with GAA President Jarlath Burns at the Black And Amber Forum
From left: Barry Hickey, Henry Shefflin, Phil Hogan, David Beirne, Derek Lyng, Michelle Doyle, Aidan Fogarty, Jarlath Burns, 

Kieran Cuddihy, PJ Kenny, Ned Quinn, Conor Denieffe.

THE BLACK AND AMBER FORUM

Kieran Cuddihy interviews Jarlath Burns at the Black and 
Amber Forum

Linda Sheehan Rory Williams PJ Kenny and Marguerite Walsh 
at The Forum

Attending The Black and Amber Forum were John Nolan 
Martin Farrell and Eddie Nolan

Albert Sharpe  Arthur French with Gaa President Jarlath 
Burns at the Black and Amber Forum

Henry Shefflin Paul Galvin and Derek Lyng at the Black And 
Amber Forum

Ann O’Leary Noreen Roche and Alan Corcoran at the Black 
and Amber Forum
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A Meeting of the Black and Amber Forum took place in June in the InterContinental Hotel in Dublin. 
Now in its second year, the Forum broadens the opportunity for people and businesses to connect with 

one of the most recognisable and prestigious sporting brands in Ireland.



This year Kilkenny County Board welcomed to the County SH Final the surviving members of the 
James Stephens 1975/76 County Final and All Ireland Club winning teams. The event was kindly sponsored by the Lyrath 

Hotel, where they enjoyed a reception after the game.

JAMES STEPHENS VETERANS AT NOWLAN PARK FOR THE COUNTY FINALJAMES STEPHENS VETERANS AT NOWLAN PARK FOR THE COUNTY FINAL
Back: Sean Foley (Lyrath Hotel), Ned Byrne, Mick Power, Tom Brennan, Joe Earle, Kevin Hennessy, Joe O’Dwyer, Mick Neary, Ger Tyrrell,  Back: Sean Foley (Lyrath Hotel), Ned Byrne, Mick Power, Tom Brennan, Joe Earle, Kevin Hennessy, Joe O’Dwyer, Mick Neary, Ger Tyrrell,  

Pat Butler, Eamonn Morrissey, PJ Kenny (Cathaoirleach)Pat Butler, Eamonn Morrissey, PJ Kenny (Cathaoirleach)
Front: Tom McCormack, Brian Cody, Joe Hennessy, Mick Moore, Fan Larkin, Paddy Neary, Jimmy O’Brien, Denis McCormack, Front: Tom McCormack, Brian Cody, Joe Hennessy, Mick Moore, Fan Larkin, Paddy Neary, Jimmy O’Brien, Denis McCormack, 

Sean Brennan.Sean Brennan.

Back: Eamon Morrissey, PJ Kenny, Ned Byrne, Tom McCormack, Sean Brennan, Mick Power, Tom Brennan, Jimmy O’ Brien, Back: Eamon Morrissey, PJ Kenny, Ned Byrne, Tom McCormack, Sean Brennan, Mick Power, Tom Brennan, Jimmy O’ Brien, 
Paddy Butler, Michael Neary, Dinny McCormack, Mick Moore, Aodán O Ruairc, Brian Cody, Patsy Dowling.Paddy Butler, Michael Neary, Dinny McCormack, Mick Moore, Aodán O Ruairc, Brian Cody, Patsy Dowling.

Front: Joe Earle, Joe O’ Dwyer, Paddy Neary, Joe Hennessy, Evelyn Crotty, Rita Leahy (Mick), Rita Leahy (Georgie), Ger Tyrrell, Front: Joe Earle, Joe O’ Dwyer, Paddy Neary, Joe Hennessy, Evelyn Crotty, Rita Leahy (Mick), Rita Leahy (Georgie), Ger Tyrrell, 
Kevin Hennessy, Liam Tyrrell.Kevin Hennessy, Liam Tyrrell.

James Stephens - All Ireland Club Hurling Champions 1976James Stephens - All Ireland Club Hurling Champions 1976
Back: Bobby Madigan, Bill Cody, Mick Moore, Niall Morrissey, Michael Neary, Pat Butler, Jimmy O’Brien, Mick Crotty, Back: Bobby Madigan, Bill Cody, Mick Moore, Niall Morrissey, Michael Neary, Pat Butler, Jimmy O’Brien, Mick Crotty, 

Dinny McCormack, Tom Brennan, Tom McCormack, Brian Cody, Sean Georgie Leahy, Bill Brennan.Dinny McCormack, Tom Brennan, Tom McCormack, Brian Cody, Sean Georgie Leahy, Bill Brennan.
Front: Seamus Kennedy, Joe Earle, Kevin Hennessy, Paddy Neary, Joe Hennessy, Paddy Larkin, John McCormack, Fan Larkin (capt), Front: Seamus Kennedy, Joe Earle, Kevin Hennessy, Paddy Neary, Joe Hennessy, Paddy Larkin, John McCormack, Fan Larkin (capt), 

Mick Taylor, Liam Chunky O’Brien, Ger Tyrrell, Joe Dwyer, Sean Brennan, Francis Malone, Vai Malone.Mick Taylor, Liam Chunky O’Brien, Ger Tyrrell, Joe Dwyer, Sean Brennan, Francis Malone, Vai Malone.
Absent from photo: Liam Tyrrell (Secretary).Absent from photo: Liam Tyrrell (Secretary).

Photo: Willie Dempsey

REMEMBERING JAMES STEPHENS REMEMBERING JAMES STEPHENS   1975/761975/76
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So here he is half a century later. Billy Fitzpatrick. The man who got 
to lift the MacCarthy Cup in Kilkenny’s annus mirabilis. He’s lean and 
hungry-looking, the moustache long gone. His birth cert indicates he’s 
71 but frankly he could pass for 15 years younger.   
   All is well. Bernie is in the best of form at home in Johnstown. Ellen 
and Killian, in the way of footloose and fancy-free young folk these 
days, are both in London. In his spare time their dad enjoys playing golf 
in Kilkenny and Rathdowney, by which he means talking hurling while 
navigating 18 holes. Admittedly Fenians are no longer an intermediate 
club, but you can’t have everything and gravity has a habit of having its 
way in the end.
   Billy Fitz. A lucky man in so many ways. He sets about enumerating 
them. Lucky, he happily offers, to come into as settled and successful a 
Kilkenny set-up as he did in the mid-1970s.
   Lucky, before that, to “fall into a great Fenians team”, one that did a 
county three in a row (1972-74).
   Lucky to have the ultimate role model in Pat Henderson, “the greatest 
man who ever came out of Johnstown in terms of club and county. A 
colossus. Led by example. When Johnstown were nothing in the early 
1960s he pulled it all together and drove us forward.”
   Lucky to be part of the intercounty forward line he joined in his youth. 
“Some of the finest forwards who ever hurled for Kilkenny hurled on that 
1970s team.” Among them were Mick Crotty, Pat Delaney and Kieran 
Purcell, all of them physically strapping types. “They made life very easy 

for me. It was so straightforward to come into that team and have time 
to learn how to play intercounty hurling. Great guys. They’d mind you to 
the last.”
   Lucky with the coach, Fr Tommy Maher. “A genius. He made things so 
simple. Direct, to the point, relevant.”
   Fitzpatrick won an All Ireland medal in his debut season of 1974. The 
following year he not only won his second medal but captained the 
team. It was, the editor Peter Holohan would proclaim it in the Yearbook 
come season’s end, the greatest year in the county’s history. “The 
honours won surpassed anything yet achieved by the wearers of the 
black and amber and Kilkenny’s hurling stock reached its zenith.”

   Here’s how it went…
 
All Ireland vocational schools final
Kilkenny 3-8 North Tipperary 2-6
Gaelic Grounds, May 25th

Liam Fennelly and John Mulcahy ran into each other at Joey Holden’s 
wedding a couple of years ago. The former teammates sat down and 
what both parties describe as “a great chat” ensued. Among the topics 
was the All Ireland victory they shared 50 years ago.
   Kilkenny were a power in vocational schools hurling in the 1970s 
with teams trained by Nicky McGrath, who died in October, and Billy 
Burke, both of them teachers in the city vocational school, and they 
demonstrated so again in an affair played as the curtainraiser to the 
Galway/Tipperary league decider in Limerick. One of the key members 
of the side, Mulcahy recalls, was a teenage mountain from Thomastown 
otherwise known as Dick O’Hara (“not a man you’d easily forget”). 
Fennelly had completely forgotten he’d scored one of the goals – the 
decisive goal, as it happened - until someone recently mentioned it to 
him in passing. Well, it was a long time ago.
   One item of note Fennelly does remember is that Tipperary were 
leading in the big game when the Kilkenny contingent left. They were 
out on the Ennis Road when they heard a mighty roar. Galway had 
scored a goal and were on the way to a first National League title since 
1951. They weren’t finished for the season either. Which brings us 
neatly to…

All Ireland senior final
Kilkenny 2-22 Galway 2-10
Croke Park, September 7th

After the glories of the 1930s Kilkenny fell on hard times, winning only 
one All Ireland in the ‘40s and only one in the ‘50s. The 1960s saw them 
become a power again. The ‘70s saw them become a superpower.
   Galway’s momentum from that NHL success carried them all the 
way to Headquarters on the first Sunday in September. It was a novel 
pairing, with the challengers appearing in their first final since 1958 and 
striving for a first All Ireland since 1923. But the holders had their own 
motivation. Kilkenny, who’d comfortably seen off Dublin and Wexford en 
route, hadn’t won consecutive MacCarthy Cups since 1932-33 and after 
all the fine hurling they’d done in the first half of the 1970s a second title 
in succession was required to emboss their reputation. There was never 
the slightest danger the men in maroon, who trailed by three points at 
the interval after playing with the wind, would upset the odds.
   “We didn’t know too much about Galway because there wasn’t the 
same media coverage as there is now,” Billy Fitzpatrick points out. 
“Obviously we knew they were good hurlers but on the day they didn’t 
perform. From our point of view the prospect of doing two in a row 
wasn’t an issue. And because I was young there was no pressure on 
me. You don’t feel pressure at that age.”
   Liam O’Brien produced a man of the match performance in the middle 
of the field. Mick Crotty was a standout with 0-5 from play. Eddie Keher 
was Eddie Keher; just the 2-7, just another day at the office. Brian Cody 
was hailed by Micheál O’Hehir on the RTE commentary as “a wonderful 
young hurler” and Fan Larkin, in the words of John D Hickey in the Irish 
Independent next day, “rendered Padraig Fahy almost as inconspicuous 
as if he were at home in Carnmore”. The selectors were Paul Skehan, 
Johnny McGovern, Dick Dunphy and Georgie Leahy.
   What was deemed the greatest homecoming in Kilkenny history 
followed the next evening. “The surging, cheering, flag waving, black 
and amber capped throngs who crammed city streets on Monday night 
showed that Kilkenny people are certainly not taking the success of their 
hurlers for granted,” the Kilkenny People reported. “Milling crowds of 
men, women and children converged on the railway station. There was 
a rush to the end of the platform as first came out the MacCarthy Cup 
on an outstretched arm with captain Billy Fitzpatrick not far behind.”
   Several of the players were hoisted shoulder-high and carried to the 
waiting lorries. The St Patrick’s band and majorettes led them through 
the streets of the city to the Courthouse for a civic reception hosted by 
the mayor John Holohan and the members of the Corporation in their 
civic robes. This is a wonderful night, declared Holohan. “Yesterday 
was a great day for the game of hurling. Tonight is a great night for two 
wonderful teams. There has never been a crowd like this before. But 
then, instead of one team, we have two great teams to welcome home.” 
County Board chairman Mick O’Neill described the reception as the 
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greatest ever and that the senior team were the greatest to have left 
Kilkenny. Both teams were introduced to the crowd before repairing to 
the Metropole Hotel for a victory dinner.
   One what-if remained. Had Kilkenny not been ravaged by injury prior 
to the 1973 All Ireland final, might they have been a four in a row outfit?
   Billy Fitz has a what-if of his own. Naturally September 7th 1975 
constituted a dream come true for him, encompassing everything 
he’d imagined as a boy when playing at home in the garden with his 
brothers. Give him the choice, however, and he’d prefer to have been 
a MacCarthy Cup winning captain later in his career. By the end of 
1975 he was the possessor of two All Ireland senior, two All Ireland 
under-21, one All Ireland 
minor and one All Ireland 
colleges medals. By his 
own estimate he did a lot 
of decent hurling between 
1976 and ’81 but won only 
the one All Ireland along 
the way.
   Any regrets? Thurles 
1984. Not being there. 
Had there been a back 
door, he muses, Kilkenny 
“would have gone hard” on 
winning that All Ireland. As 
there wasn’t, the dream of 
three in a row died at the 
hands of Tony Doran and 
Wexford in the Leinster 
semi-final. Oh well.
 
All Ireland minor final
Kilkenny 3-19 Cork 1-14
Croke Park, September 7th

What with both the vocational schools team and St Kieran’s winning 
their respective All Irelands during the spring (the latter, captained by 
Kieran Brennan, beat Coláiste Iognaid Rís of Cork by 6-9 to 2-3 in the 
decider), logic said that the county ought to possess an above-average 
minor combination. It didn’t look that way early in the campaign, not 
even when they beat Dublin by 11 points in the Leinster final despite 
hitting 23 wides.
   But on the big day everything came magically right. Joe Wall and 
Paudie Brennan bagged early goals that put the underdogs in the 
driving seat and though Cork had the gap back to four points at the 
break, on the resumption Kilkenny cut loose and proceeded to knock 
over points from all angles and distances. They’d got their eye in since 
the Dublin game and how. All but two of their points arrived from play; 
0-10 of the losers’ total came from frees.
   Did the scoreboard fib a little? It may have. Afterwards Dermot Healy, 
the winners’ coach, encountered one of the Cork selectors who revealed 
they’d had a stats man – a novel concept, even if the stats in that pre-
high tech age were necessarily rudimentary – and the stats man had 
insisted that Cork had had 75 per cent of the possession. How the hell 
had they lost, he wondered? Healy couldn’t resist. “It depends what you 
do with the possession,” he shot back.
   Harry Ryan was captain on foot of the county minor success of 
a combined Bennettsbridge/Clara team the previous year and the 
selectors were Ted Carroll, Matty Hayes, Joe Prendergast and Liam 
Ryan.
   It was quite the day too for the Brennans of Suttonsrath, Jenkinstown, 
with not one but two horses in the field. Paudie scored 1-3 and Kieran 
0-3. Kieran also shipped a belt on his thumb. Dr Kieran Cuddihy, the 
Kilkenny team doctor since the 1950s, came on to minister and told 
the teenager to look up at the scoreboard while he manipulated the 
thumb back into place. Ouch! The following morning Brennan, his arm 
in a sling, went to a military barracks for his interview for the Cadets. 
The conversation took 20 minutes. Half of it centred on the match the 
previous day. He secured a place in the Cadets and a career in the 
army that saw him rise to the position of major-general.
   It wasn’t a highly rated minor combination, he reflects, at least not 
before the All Ireland final, but what a trove of treasure it produced. 
Seven of the starting XV would go on to taste senior success on the 
field of play. What a return. Nor were the county finished for the year…
 
All Ireland under-21 final
Kilkenny 5-13 Cork 2-19
Fraher Field, October 12th

And so to Dungarvan, scene of many a fabled Kilkenny triumph in the 

early years of the century, to see if the grand slam could be enacted. 
Tipperary had done the clean sweep (senior, minor and junior) in 1930. 
Cork had done the clean sweep (senior, minor and under-21) in 1970. 
Now Kilkenny had the chance to make history.
   They did. Barely. In a classic in front of 10,000 spectators. Thirty-nine 
scores in 60 minutes in an era that was far more lowscoring, with the 
lead changing hands no fewer than seven times. Little wonder Michael 
Fortune in the Irish Press declared he wished it had been a draw.
   One may say that Kilkenny, with a team that included Dick O’Hara 
(him again), Ger Henderson, Brian Cody, Ger Fennelly, Joe Hennessy 
and Fitzpatrick, plus a slew of future club stalwarts, were entitled to win. 

But look who was wearing 
red. Johnny Crowley, John 
Fenton, Bertie Óg Murphy 
and Jimmy Barry-Murphy. 
The latter started on the 
edge of the square but 
was moved to centre-
forward, from where he 
was influential. Kilkenny 
countered by switching 
Ger Henderson to midfield 
and he took control there, 
feeding his clubmate 
Fitzpatrick to auspicious 
effect.
   Terry Brennan scored 
two of the winners’ goals 
and Cody one from an 
80-yard free. Bobby 
Sweeney and Mick Tierney 
also found the net while 

Kevin Fennelly put on what was described as “a truly super display 
of goalkeeping”. The management team comprised Ted Carroll, Jim 
Fowley, Tommy Hayes and Georgie Leahy, with the latter doing the 
training.
   At right-corner back, in an era when Dicksboro players didn’t feature 
on Kilkenny teams, was John Marnell. Not one of the stars but doing his 
job quietly and effectively. Being John Marnell, in other words. He was 
almost awestruck at the sight of one of his opponents: JBM. “Jimmy was 
a folk hero even at that young age. It was an honour to be on the field 
with him and to come out on top.”
   Half a century later it’s worth pondering the factors that contributed 
to such a golden year. Was it a divine fluke? Serendipity? A twice in a 
century occurrence?
   Three obvious causes present themselves. The appointment of Fr 
Maher as coach (his official title was trainer but getting players fit wasn’t 
one of his interests) two decades earlier brought fresh thinking and a 
new and progressive outlook on the game that prioritised the primacy 
of the basic skills. The county’s three in a row All Ireland minors of the 
early 1960s provided a cohort of youngsters accustomed to success, 
among them Noel Skehan, Pat Henderson, Tom Murphy and Tom 
Walsh. And the introduction of the parish rule in the early 1950s would 
over time transform the local game hugely for the better.
   As Paddy Buggy once put it, the big teams were consequently not as 
strong as they had been. “Things became more balanced. The parish 
rule spread the game all over the county. There were no more good 
players going away to a strong senior club and leaving a weak junior 
team, or no junior team, behind them.”
   By way of contextualisation Pádraig Puirséal of the Irish Press, 
who’d been watching Kilkenny since 1926, did some comparing and 
contrasting in a piece for the Yearbook between the men of the 1970s 
and those of the county’s most recent great team, that of the 1930s. The 
article, a fine and evocative piece of work, is available on the Kilkenny 
GAA website and should be perused by every supporter of the Black 
and Amber.
   “Though so many of them have gone, too early, to their eternal 
reward, those men of 1935 will never fade from my memory but they 
must still rank second in my book to the consistently brilliant squads 
that Fr Tommy Maher and Mick Lanigan have trained and tutored so 
successfully these last five years,” the Mooncoin man wrote. “Between 
them they have, time and again, put on the field what is as near to being 
the perfect combination as ever I hope to see in the black and amber.”
   Success, of course, is temporary. On the steps of the Courthouse at 
the homecoming Dermot Healy, being the classicist he was, quoted a 
Roman maxim to the effect that an empire is never more vulnerable 
than when it’s at its height. 

The following year Kilkenny won nothing.

Fr Tommy Maher with Ted Carroll, Tommy Murphy and Eddie KeherFr Tommy Maher with Ted Carroll, Tommy Murphy and Eddie Keher
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DISAPPOINTMENT as Minors lose out to Deise in DISAPPOINTMENT as Minors lose out to Deise in 
semi-final thrillersemi-final thriller

Disappointment for the Kilkenny Minors, who lost out to Waterford in 
Chadwicks Wexford Park in The Semi-Final of The All-Ireland Minor 
Hurling Championship, that ended a campaign of six matches which 
began on Easter Sunday.

LEINSTER MINOR CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND ROBIN ROUND 1
Kilkenny 1-31    Wexford 0-12

With 8 of The Team that started last year’s All-Ireland Minor Final 
against Tipperary, hopes were high of a strong showing from 
Kilkenny in this year’s campaign.

Niall Bergin’s charges certainly laid down a marker in their opening 
game following a 22 point drubbing of Wexford in UPMC Nowlan 
Park on Easter Sunday.

Kilkenny took control from an early stage as they led 0-8 to 0-3 at the 
midway point of the first-half, before leading 1-13 to 0-5 at half-time.

The Kilkenny goal was a superbly taken effort by Conor Holohan as 
Eoin Brennan, Ollie O’Donovan, Jake Mullen and Diarmuid Behan 
fired over points at will.

They outscored Wexford 0-18 to 0-7 during the second-half, with 11 
different players on the scoresheet.

Kilkenny Scorers: Jake Mullen (0-2 frees 0-1’65) and Eoin Brennan 
(0-3 frees) 0-7 each, Ollie O’Donovan 0-5, Conor Holohan, Diarmuid 
Behan 0-3, PJ Mackey, Kevin Buggy and Kealan Barcoe 0-2 each, 
Oisin Henderson, Sean Hanrahan and Adam Maher 0-1 each

LEINSTER MINOR CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND ROBIN  ROUND 2
Kilkenny 2-22    Galway 2-18

Kilkenny’s 2nd game against Galway was a much closer contest, as 
they had 4 four points to spare at the final whistle following a thrilling 
battle played in UPMC Nowlan Park.

It was all going to plan for Kilkenny in the first-half, as they led 2-11 
to 0-10 at half-time with the goals coming from Jake Mullen and Eoin 
Brennan, as Mullen, Ben Nevin, Kevin Buggy, Diarmuid Behan and 
Ollie O’Donovan were all among the point scorers. 

Galway fought back early in the second-half as two goals from Jack 
Shaughnessy - including a penalty - left just two points between 
the teams by the 35th minute (2-13 to 2-11), and they remained in 
contention courtesy of Shaughnessy (2-4) and the outstanding Ronan 
Cahalane (0-7).

However, Kilkenny refused to panic as the outstanding Jake Mullen, 
Ollie O’Donovan and Brian Hickey kept the scoreboard ticking over, 
and with two wins from win, they qualified for a Leinster Semi-Final 

with one match still to play in The Round Robin series awy to Dublin.

Kilkenny Scorers: Jake Mullen 1-8, Eoin Brennan 1-1, Ollie 
O’Donovan 0-4, Brian Hickey 0-3, Kevin Buggy, Oisin Henderson, 
Diarmuid Behan, Ben Nevin, Conor Holohan and Sean Hanrahan 0-1 
each

LEINSTER MINOR CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND ROBIN ROUND 3
Kilkenny 2-25    Dublin 0-18

Having already qualified for The Leinster Semi-Final, Kilkenny 
completed The Round Robin phase with a hat-trick of victories 
following a 13 point win away to Dublin in O’Toole Park in Dublin.

Jake Mullen scored a goal from a penalty early on as Kilkenny led 
1-3 to 0-5 at the midway point of the first-half, before a 2nd goal by 
Ollie O’Donovan - following a brilliant surging run upfield by Oisin 
Henderson - put Kilkenny in control as they led 2-11 to 0-11 at half-
time.

Kilkenny took further control throughout the second-half as they 
outscored Dublin by double scores - 0-14 to 0-7 - to run out 13 point 
winners as 11 different players registered on the scoresheet.

Kilkenny and Dublin would re-acquaint in The Leinster Semi-Final

Kilkenny Scorers: Jake Mullen 1-7 (1-0 penalty, 0-6 frees 0-1’65), Ollie 
O’Donovan 1-3, Kevin Buggy 0-3, Diarmuid Behan, Eoin Brennan, 
Brian Hickey and Cian Byrne 0-2 each, Josh Dowling, Kealan Barcoe, 
Adam Maher and Ben Nevin 0-1 each

LEINSTER MINOR HULING SEMI-FINAL
Kilkenny 4-19    Dublin 3-10

Cian Byrne was the hat-trick hero, as his personal tally of 3-3 led the 
way in qualifying Kilkenny for The Leinster Minor Final following a 12 
point victory against Dublin in UPMC Nowlan Park.

A Jake Mullen goal had Kilkenny 1-6 to 0-4 ahead by the midway 
point of the first-half, but Dublin rallied and a goal by Conaill 
O’Sullivan restored the advantage to two points (1-6 to 1-4) followed 
by a point from their top scorer Rory Flannery to leave the minimum 
between the teams. 1-6 to 1-5.

Kilkenny replied with Cian Byrne’s 1st goal in the 19th minute, and 
they had extended their advantage to 7 points at half-time (2-11 to 
1-7) as further points from Jake Mullen (frees), Oisin Henderson and 
Cian Byrne put them in command.

Dublin replied again early in the second-half, as a goal from a Rory 
Flannery penalty in the 37th minute narrowed the deficit to just three 
points. 2-11 to 2-8.

Inter County MH Report 2025 
by Michael O’Leary
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Points from Ollie O’Donovan, 
Cian Byrne and Jake Mullen 
(frees) settled Kilkenny down, as 
they held a 5 point lead inside 
the final quarter. 2-13 to 2-8. 

Dublin kept plugging away, and 
a Sean Culleton goal entering 
the final 10 minutes narrowed 
the deficit to just two points. 
2-15 to 3-10.

However, Kilkenny dug deep 
and a brace of goals by Cian 
Byrne put Kilkenny firmly in 
the driving seat, as they ran 
out rather flattering 12 point 
winners to set up a Leinster 
Final showdown with Galway. 

Kilkenny Scorers: Cian Byrne 
3-3, Jake Mullen 1-9 (0-7 frees), 
Kevin Buggy 0-2, Eoin Brennan, 
Oisin Henderson, Diarmuid 
Behan, Ollie O’Donovan and 
Brian Hickey 0-1 each,

LEINSTER MINOR HURLING 
FINAL 
Kilkenny 4-11    Galway 1-8

Three goals inside the final 10 
minutes helped Kilkenny run out 
12 points winners, to become 
Leinster Champions on a miserable wet day in Laois Hire O’Moore 
Park.

Galway led by the midway point of the first-half as a Cian Hannon 
goal had The Westerners 1-2 to 0-3 ahead.

However, Kilkenny replied and they led 1-6 to 1-3 at half-time with 
the goal coming from Jake Mullen, while Jake pointed a free as 
points from play by Ollie O’Donovan and Kevin Buggy put Niall 
Bergin’s charges 1-6 to 1-3 up at the interval.

Galway had the advantage of a strong breeze during the second-
half, but it was Kilkenny who established control as four points in 
succession from Jake Mullen (2 frees), Cian Byrne and Eoin Brennan 
put them 7 points ahead. 1-10 to 1-3.

Kilkenny maintained a clear advantage afterwards, before putting 
Galway out of sight in the final minutes with goals from Cian Byrne, 
Ollie O’Donovan and Diarmuid Behan ensuring that they ran 12 
points as they qualified for an All-Ireland Semi-Final.

Kilkenny Scorers: Jake Mullen 1-4 (0-4 frees), Cian Byrne and Ollie 
O’Donovan 1-2 each, Diarmuid Behan 1-0, Eoin Brennan, Kevin 
Buggy and Ben Nevin 0-1 each

ALL-IRELAND MINOR HURLING SEMI-FINAL
Waterford 2-21   Kilkenny 2-18

Kilkenny’s hopes of a first Minor All-Ireland since 2014 ended 
with defeat against Waterford in a magnificent contest played in 
Chadwick’s Wexford Park.

Kilkenny got off to the most perfect start, with a goal within seconds 
of the throw-in from Cian Byrne following a brilliant pass by Ollie 
O’Donovan.

Waterford replied and just 
past the midway point of 
the first-half, a goal from the 
outstanding Cormac Spain 
gave them a lead they never 
relinquished. 1-4 to 1-3.

The Deise led 1-10 to 1-7 at 
half-time as points from Jake 
Mullen (frees), Cian Byrne and 
Kevin Buggy added to their 
tally.

Kilkenny were quick off the 
mark at the restart, and 
a brace of points by Eoin 
Brennan narrowed the 
advantage to the minimum. 
1-10 to 1-9.

Waterford remained ahead by 
a point heading into the final 
quarter, but a second goal by 
Cormac Spain followed by 
inspirational long range effort 
by both the excellent Shane 
Power and Gearoid O’Shea 
put them in a very strong 
position.

Kilkenny trailed by 6 points 
heading into injury-time, but 
a goal by Adam Maher left 
just three points between the 
sides.

Kilkenny piled on the pressure in search of an equalizing goal, but 
they were denied by strong, sturdy defending as Waterford went on 
to win The Minor All-Ireland Final against Clare.

Kilkenny Scorers: Jake Mullen 0-6 (0-5 frees), Cian Byrne 1-2, Adam 
Maher 1-0, Kevin Buggy 0-3, Eoin Brennan 0-2, Ollie O’Donovan 0-2, 
Diarmuid Behan 0-1 Brian Hickey 0-1, Conor Holohan 0-1,

Kilkenny Minor Panel 2025: 

Jake O’Doherty (Mooncoin), Oisin Henderson (Dicksboro), Larry 
Phelan (James Stephens) (Captain), Daragh Hickey (Emeralds), 
Ben Nevin (Thomastown), Josh Dowling (Erins Own), PJ Mackey 
(Rower-Inistioge), Diarmuid Behan (James Stephens), Brian Hickey 
(Dunnamaggin), Kevin Buggy (Erin’s Own), Ollie O’Donovan (John 
Lockes), Jake Mullen (Shamrocks Ballyhale), Eoin Brennan (Erin’s 
Own), Conor Holohan (O’Loughlin Gaels), Cian Byrne (O’Loughlin 
Gaels), Cian Dermody (James Stephens), Keelan Barcoe (Young 
Irelands, Mikey Barron (Shamrocks Ballyhale), Conor Buggy 
(Erins Own), Sean Hanrahan (Tullogher-Rosbercon), Adam Maher 
(O’Loughlin Gaels), Ben McEvoy (Graigue-Ballycallan), Paddy O’Brien 
(John Lockes), Killian Ryan (Shamrocks Ballyhale), Jack Bolger  
(Barrow Rangers), Roman Connolly (Thomastown), Tristan Daly (Erins 
Own), Scott McDonald (Dunnamaggin), David McGee (O’Loughlin 
Gaels), Padraid Meany (Clara), Samuel John O’Shea (Dicksboro), 
Ruairi Power (James Stephens), Jack Rhatigan (Conahy Shamrocks), 
Jack Treacy (Dicksboro), Jamie Walsh (Bennettsbridge)

Management Team: Niall Bergin (O’Loughlin Gaels), John Dermody 
(Shamrocks Ballyhale), Pat Robinson (Graigue-Ballycallan).

Kilkenny Captain, Larry Phelan, lifts the Leinster trophy after the Kilkenny Captain, Larry Phelan, lifts the Leinster trophy after the 
Final v Galway.Final v Galway.

Ollie Donovan Takes possesion as he’s challenged by two Ollie Donovan Takes possesion as he’s challenged by two 
Galway defendersGalway defenders

Ben Nevin (Kilkenny) goes Past Tommy Kennedy (Waterford)Ben Nevin (Kilkenny) goes Past Tommy Kennedy (Waterford)

Kilkenny MH Management 2025Kilkenny MH Management 2025
Paddy McEvoy, Conor Bolger, James Kelly, Angelo Cullen, Paddy McEvoy, Conor Bolger, James Kelly, Angelo Cullen, 
John Dermody, Niall Bergin, Pat Robinson, Brian Doheny. John Dermody, Niall Bergin, Pat Robinson, Brian Doheny. 
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The Leinster GAA Games For All Committee have been working across a range of initiatives over the last number of
years. It is part of our stated aim of “Offering an inclusive, diverse and welcoming environment for everyone within
our Games”.

If you are interested in learning more you can contact us today via the details below or at info.leinster@gaa.ie

Wheelchair Hurling All Star Programme Schools Coaching

LEINSTER GAMES DEVELOPMENT
057 8682000

PAT LYNAGH
087 662 8468

BRIAN CARBERRY
087 911 9833
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Milo Hennessy RIP

The news of the passing of Milo Hennessy over the Christmas period 
last year resulted in a collective mourning that transcended the 
generations within the parish of Ballycallan. Milo was a true Gael, 
steeped in the traditions of the Graigue Ballycallan Club, he was a 
restless dreamer and he became our rock. 

Milo’s sense of service & selflessness was a testament of how deeply 
he loved his club. His passion and dedication in every role he under-
took as a player, administrator and committee member will never be 
forgotten. 

As a hurler, Milo proudly won Junior and Intermediate Champion-
ships with Graigue Ballycallan, he also played a pivotal role in secur-
ing numerous additional championships as a selector. His contribu-
tions were as immeasurable as they were enduring, cementing his 
legacy as a cornerstone of the club’s success. 

Long before misguided men changed the game with sweepers, 
transitioning, illegal handpassing and worst of all in Milo’s eyes the 
dreaded short puckout, Graigue Ballycallan had only two tactics. 
They were Kevin to Gerry and Gerry to Milo. Paddy Hennessy had 
the brothers well coached, and success followed for Graigue Bally-
callan. 

Milo was an encyclopaedia of knowledge, particularly when it came 
to the history of Graigue Ballycallan and Kilkenny GAA. Before Goo-
gle and Smartphones were ever heard of we had Milo, no matter the 
question he always had the correct answer. His depth of knowledge 
was put to good use at Quizzes, at pre and post-match debates in a 
variety of watering holes and more importantly when he was terroris-
ing Bookmakers. 

Hurling at it’s best does what Milo did effortlessly, it brings us all 
together and unites us in the story and pageantry of it all. Throughout 
his sixty seven years Milo met hurling’s greatest icons who contribut-
ed to Kilkenny’s golden age, who better could have met the legends 
of the game and leave them knowing that they had met somebody 
very special. 

Nobody could ever challenge the fact that Milo was a fundraiser 
without peer, his trojan efforts each year meant that the books were 
always balanced thus ensuring that the youth of our parish were giv-
en the best possible opportunities to express themselves on the field 
of play. Because of this Graigue Ballycallan has taken the decision to 
dedicate our Kilkenny Senior & Intermediate Club Forecast Compe-
tition in his memory. With Milo in the vanguard, it grew each year to 
become the clubs biggest fundraising initiative and now it will forever 
be known as “Milo’s Forecast”. 

Milo’s life was one of fulfilment and joy, enriched by deep friendships 
and a steadfast devotion to his community. He lived every moment 
with purpose, bringing wit, wisdom and kindness to all who had the 
privilege of knowing him.The hurling team in the sky have now gained 
a true legend and we are less equipped without him, but forever 
enriched by his presence among us.
 
Rest in peace and thank you, Milo.  

Obituary complied by GBC Chairman Dave O’Neill

Ned Buggy RIP

Many great men and women never won an All Ireland medal. Ned 
Buggy of Friary Street was one of them, but his lifetime’s immea-
surable contribution at administrative level truly shaped his club 
Dicksboro and Kilkenny, their teams, facilities and officials to success 
at the highest levels.

Ned was a unique character, a shy, modest, quiet and loyal gentle-
man whose life was the GAA. As a hurler he won a Rice Cup with  
Kilkenny CBS in 1958, lined out with their Senior side, won a County 
U16 title with St. Mary’s and played on the early 60’s Dicksboro 
sides.

At an early stage Ned was a co-organiser of the St. Mary’s club 
seven-aside adult games in the Fair Green, before the reformation 
of Dicksboro when he became a committee member and the club’s 
runaí from 1972 to 1994. During this time, the Boro, bought land in 
1981, opened Palmerstown in 1989 and went on the win a County 
Senior title in 1991.

In 1990, Ned became the Northern Board secretary, served for 21 
years and a further two years in 2016. Following the amalgamation 
of the Northern and Southern Boards, Ned became the  first Junior 
County secretary in  2018, later its Vice Chairperson and was the 
county’s first Competitions Control Committee secretary responsible 
for fixtures.

A grassroots and clubs man, Ned was before his time in providing 
matches for players, with the North - South Inter-divisional games 
giving opportunities for them to be seen. One of his achievements 
was organising the participation of the Carlow teams in the All County 
League, an initiative that surpassed all expectations.

Ned was the County Board PRO at the start of Kilkenny’s great hurl-
ing era from 2001 to 2007,  and a Leinster Council member  between 
2010 and 2013.

Elsewhere, at County Board level, Ned was the go too man. His port-
folio included research for the Year Book, GAA Bible, Jubilee book-
lets, match programmes and coordinating the weekly County Board 
Lotto draw that was a major fundraiser for the County and Clubs. At 
All Ireland times he assisted the public ticket sales and never forgot 
the “Old Players” and the many deserving retired volunteers who 
could have been forgotten.

Ned’s role included the Buggy household where his sister Teresa 
prepared the sandwiches and niceties that  set Nowlan Park’s hos-
pitality as the national benchmark. Always in the background, Ned 
never presented a Cup - but he always provided the programme, 
took the photo and brought new supporters on board.

Outside of the games the former Fit Remoulds and Ladbrokes em-
ployee enjoyed a round of golf in Callan, a visit to James Park for the 
Dogs, or the race tracks, walking the dogs or, with his partner Eva, 
on Sunday nights in Carroll’s of Knocktopher.

A regular in “The Park” and Palmerstown for over sixty years, Ned’s 
interest never waned and to his last days, Ned was still concerned 
with “how things were going”.  That day is gone now, but tales of Ned 
Buggy’s contributions will continue to surface. 

Ní beidh a leithéid ann arís.
Jimmy Walsh
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at a time that 
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Beaten by a Clinical PerformanceBeaten by a Clinical Performance

An All-Ireland on home turf in UPMC Nowlan Park seemed to have 
all the ingredients for a memorable achievement for the players and 
management of the 2025 Kilkenny Under-20 panel. However, a top 
class Tipperary side put that ambition to the sword in emphatic style 
with a clinical performance to which Kilkenny had no decent reply. 
After a solid and efficient Leinster campaign, ending with a deserved 
provincial win, it meant a disappointing end to the year for outgoing 
team manager Mark Dowling and his cohort of players. Kilkenny 
supporters can only hope that the All-Ireland Final experience can 
provide the long term motivation for the players involved to make 
amends, be it at under-20 level (for those still underage for 2026), 
or if and where they can a chance to impress at senior level and 
beyond.

Drawn in an initial round robin group with Wexford and Dublin, it 
would be vital to get a positive start to the campaign, with Offaly, 
Galway and Laois waiting on the horizon in the other group. They 
managed to get that positive start in their opening game with 
Wexford in Chadwicks Wexford Park on March 29th. In a game 
hampered by incessant rain, Wexford had the benefit of the strong 
breeze at their backs for the opening half, but they could only 
manage to secure a two point lead by half-time, leading 1-4 to 
Kilkenny’s 0-5.

Kilkenny did not have the same difficulty when they turned around 
for the second half, as they raced into the lead by scoring 1-5 
without reply in the opening minutes. The Kilkenny goal came from 
substitute Sean Bergin, who raced through the Wexford defence 
and finished emphatically to the net. Wexford themselves could only 
manage two points during the entire second half, one of which was 
from play towards the end of the half. Despite the worsening weather 
making scoring increasingly difficult, Kilkenny continued to tack on 
points from Cathal Hickey, Ryan Corcoran and Aaron McEvoy frees 
to see them home as winners on a 1-13 to 1-6 score line.

The visit of Dublin to UPMC Nowlan Park was next on the agenda 
on April 5th. The weather was far more conducive to good quality 
hurling on this occasion, and both teams served up a fine, high 
scoring game, with Kilkenny coming out on top in the end. A 
blistering start that saw Kilkenny open up a 1-5 to 0-0 lead was a key 
to the win, with the goal coming from a long delivery from defence 
by James Hughes that eluded everyone and found its way to the 
back of the Dublin net. Ed McDermott, positioned at full-forward for 
Kilkenny, was particularly sharp during the opening minutes, with two 
good points from play.

Despite this, it was Dublin who proceeded to dominate the following 
ten minutes, as they scored seven points without reply to leave only 
a point between the teams. However, three minutes before half-time, 
Ed McDermott again underlined his ability when pouncing on an 
error in the Dublin defence to get Kilkenny’s second goal, and leave 
them ahead by four at the interval (2-8 to 0-10).

The second half started with two quick fire goals, the first coming 
from Michael Brennan for Kilkenny, closely followed a Dublin goal 
to keep four points the difference. The teams traded points for the 
remainder of the third quarter, though it was Kilkenny who were 
finding the range with a bit more regularity. Rory Glynn, Marty 
Murphy, Ed McDermott and Aaron McEvoy kept the Kilkenny tally 
going in the right direction during the final minutes. Dublin did 
manage to score a second goal with ten minutes to go, but Kilkenny 
were still able to maintain a gap between the two sides, eventually 
winning by 3-20 to 2-16.

The win meant that Kilkenny gained a direct passage to the Leinster 
semi-final, and Laois came through the quarter-final stage to 
become their opponents in Portlaoise on May 14th. It was a game 
that Kilkenny would approach cautiously, as when the two equivalent 
sides faced off at minor level in 2023, Laois scored a memorable 
victory. Kilkenny started the brighter and opened up a 0-7 to 0-2 
lead, with Aaron McEvoy, Ed Lauhoff, Marty Murphy and Sean Bergin 
on target. Laois did manage to scramble a goal later on to close the 
gap, but Kilkenny led by 0-10 to 1-4 at the break thanks to further 
points from Rory Glynn and Ed McDermott. 

Laois looked to be forming a serious comeback early in the second 
half when they managed to reduce the gap to a single point (0-11 to 
1-7). Kilkenny were also very fortunate not to then concede a second 
goal when goalkeeper Stephen Manogue made a brilliant save to 
deny a Laois effort from close range. This seemed to galvanise 
Kilkenny, and they managed to go on a barely credible run of thirteen 
consecutive points without a Laois reply.

Marty Murphy was very impressive during this time for Kilkenny, 
scoring 0-5 during the hour in total, along with Tom McPhilips and 
Sean Bergin in midfield. It was a scoring salvo that Laois could do 
little in response, scoring on two points for the remainder of the half. 
It eventually saw Kilkenny comfortably through to the Leinster Final 
on a 0-26 to 1-9 score line.

Under-20 Hurling Championship 2025 
by Conor Brennan

Photos: Willie Dempsey and Sportsfile

KILKENNY ALL IRELAND U20 FINALISTS 2025KILKENNY ALL IRELAND U20 FINALISTS 2025
Back: James Hughes, Seán Hunt, Ed Lauhoff, Liam Hogan, Jamie LyngBack: James Hughes, Seán Hunt, Ed Lauhoff, Liam Hogan, Jamie Lyng

Middle: Ed McDermott, Marty Murphy, Rory Garrett, Cathal Hickey, Eoghan Lyng, Michael Brennan, Greg Kelly, Middle: Ed McDermott, Marty Murphy, Rory Garrett, Cathal Hickey, Eoghan Lyng, Michael Brennan, Greg Kelly, 
Billy O’Sullivan, Jack DollardBilly O’Sullivan, Jack Dollard

Front: Anthony Ireland Wall, Rory Glynn, Stephen Manogue, Ivan Bolger, Tom McPhillips (C), Jeff Neary, Darragh Vereker, Front: Anthony Ireland Wall, Rory Glynn, Stephen Manogue, Ivan Bolger, Tom McPhillips (C), Jeff Neary, Darragh Vereker, 
Aaron McEvoy, Timmy Kelly, Michael Aherne, Daniel PowerAaron McEvoy, Timmy Kelly, Michael Aherne, Daniel Power
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The Leinster Final in Portlaoise saw Kilkenny pitted against their 
opponents from the opening competitive fixture, Dublin. An early 
goal from Rory Glynn gave Kilkenny the ideal start, and a second 
goal later in the opening half from Aaron McEvoy ensured that 
Kilkenny led by 2-9 to 0-9 at the break. 

Any hopes of a Dublin recovery were furthered restricted early in the 
second half when they were reduced to 14 men, due to a defender 
receiving a second yellow card. Kilkenny continued to work the 
scoreboard with Michael Brennan scoring from frees, and Ed Lauhoff 
particularly effective, scoring four points during the hour. The closest 
that the Dublin men got to Kilkenny was within six ponts, but Kilkenny 
were comfortably able to hold them at bay, with corner-back Ivan 
Bolger especially impressive, securing him the man of the match 
award.  In the end, Kilkenny were able to progress as deserving victors, 
winning by 2-21 to 0-17. 

The All-Ireland Final saw Munster champions Tipperary go into the 
game as favourites, despite Kilkenny having the particular advantage 
of hosting the game in UPMC Nowlan Park. The visitors would have 
been naturally keen to make amends for their defeat at the same stage 
to Offaly last year, also in UPMC Nowlan Park. Kilkenny began the 
game backed by a stiff wind, and looked to move the ball long into their 
attack. The teams swapped scores early on, with Michael Brennan on 
target for Kilkenny with a couple of long range frees, despite coming 
into the game with a foot injury. 

Tipperary were able to call upon players with senior county experience 
such as Darragh McCarthy, Sam O’Farrell and Oisin O’Donoghue, and 
they had a particular influence on proceedings. Tipperary led by 0-10 to 
0-8 at half-time, with Marty Murphy being effective for Kilkenny at full-
forward despite having limited possession. It did not take long into the 
second half, however, for Tipperary to show their ultimate class. 

Tipperary full-forward Paddy McCormack scored their first goal after a 
mix up in the Kilkenny defence, and this was soon followed with a flurry 
of points from their attack. Kilkenny’s only response was points from 
placed balls from Michael Brennan. A second goal from McCormack 
left nine points between the sides by the midway point of the half. 

Kilkenny battled hard, but could not find decent openings to hasten a 
comeback, while Tipperary were finding it that bit easier to get scores 
at the other end. A third goal from their centre-forward Conor Martin 
underlined this development, and essentially sealed a Tipperary victory. 

Marty Murphy did manage to score a consolation goal for Kilkenny 
that his performance deserved, but it was most certainly too little, too 
late. Tipperary were home and hosed for victory, as they claimed the 
title on a 3-19 to 1-16 score line. It was a tough result to take for Mark 
Dowling, his management team and panel of players, but even the 
most ardent of Kilkenny supporters could not deny Tipperary’s class on 
the day.

The full and extended Kilkenny under-20 panel was:
Stephen Manogue (James Stephens), Ivan Bolger (Graignamanagh), 
Rory Garrett (Fenians), Darragh Vereker (Glenmore), Timmy Kelly 
(Bennettsbridge), Eoghan Lyng (Rower-Inistioge), Cathal Hickey 
(St. Lachtain’s), Tom McPhillips (Dicksboro), Jeff Neary (Graigue-
Ballycallan), Ed Lauhoff (James Stephens), Aaron McEvoy 
(Graigue-Ballycallan), Michael Brennan (Erin’s Own), Ed McDermott 
(James Stephens), Marty Murphy (Tullogher-Rosbercon), Rory 
Glynn (Clara), Daniel Power (James Stephens), Michéal Ahern 
(Emeralds), Jack Dollard (Glenmore), Liam Hogan (Mooncoin), 
James Hughes (Bennettsbridge), Sean Hunt (St. Martin’s), Anthony 
Ireland Wall (Danesfort), Greg Kelly (O’Loughlin Gaels), Jamie Lyng 
(Tullogher-Rosbercon), Bobby Brennan (Young Irelands), Rory 
Connellan (Thomastown), Ryan Corcoran (Graigue-Ballycallan), 
Jerry Henderson (Fenians), Evan Murphy (Dicksboro), Billy O’Neill 
(Graigue-Ballycallan), Billy O’Sullivan (James Stephens), Tomás 
Roche (John Lockes), Mikey Rohan (Carrickshock), Mikey Stynes 
(Dicksboro), Colm Treacy (Thomastown), Sean Bergin [inj.] (James 
Stephens).

Team Management: Mark Dowling, Robert Shortall, Cian Treacy, 
Brian Lannon, Nathen Culleton (S & C).

Marty Murphy of Kilkenny during the final Marty Murphy of Kilkenny during the final 

 Michael Brennan of Kilkenny in action against Cathal English   Michael Brennan of Kilkenny in action against Cathal English  
of Tipperaryof Tipperary

Under 20 Mentors Brian Lannon. Mark Dowling. Robert Shorthall, Under 20 Mentors Brian Lannon. Mark Dowling. Robert Shorthall, 
Cian Treacy and Nathan CulletonCian Treacy and Nathan Culleton

 Tom McPhillips of Kilkenny is tackled by Adam Daly of Tipperary  Tom McPhillips of Kilkenny is tackled by Adam Daly of Tipperary 
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History was made 
in early 2025 
when the Kells 
club registered its 

first Senior All Ireland Doubles title with victory 
over Meath in the All-Ireland final. Elsewhere, 
the county collected five of the six Minor titles 
on offer during the seasons, with Talbots Inch 
players winning five medals. The star in the Minor 
grade was Anthony Clifford who won three of the 
championships. In the overage championships 
Kilkenny won a number of titles, and in juvenile 
affairs, Kilkenny won its fair share of medals with 
the Girls being particularly successful. 

All Ireland 4Wall Senior Doubles

The All-Ireland Senior 4 Wall Doubles 
championship in 2025 provided first time winners 
in Patrick and Peter Funchion. Knocking on the 
door for a number of years, the Kells brothers 
finally claimed their first Senior title against the 
defending champions from Cork, Daniel Relihan 
and Michael Hedigan. 

In the semi-final, the Kells pair had a decisive 21-
13, 21-1 win over the very experienced Meath 
pair, Gary McConnell and Brian Carroll, which set 
them up nicely for the final which was played the 
following Sunday.

The first set in the decider had the Funchions 
very much in control, 18-14 ahead only to lose it 
21-18. Victory looked very unlikely in the second 
set as the Cork duo went 14-8 ahead. However, 
the Kells pair fought back to bring the match to 
a deciding tie break game when winning 21-18. 
An early set back when Cork led 4-0 was soon 
overcome and the Kilkenny pair ran out 11-4 
winners to claim their first title. This is the first 
All-Ireland Senior title for the Kells club, where 
for many years a production line of players has 
brought success to the County.

It is, also, the first All-Ireland Senior 4Wall 
Doubles title that Kilkenny have won in twenty-
seven years, Duxie Walsh and DJ Carey last won 
it for the county in 1998.

4Wall Championships

In the All-Ireland 4Wall Singles championships 
the highlight of the finals was in Minor Singles 
where Anthony Clifford (T/Inch) secured the 
first of his three titles in comprehensive fashion. 
Having come through the Leinster championship 
in style, Anthony easily defeated Clare, 21-7, 21-
0, in his semi-final, and in a tough match with 
Tyrone, he was declared champion on a 21-12, 
21-14 scoreline.

This was followed by the Boys Minor Doubles 
final where Andrew Brennan (Talbots Inch) 
and Sean Morrissey (O’Loughlins) secured a 
tremendous victory over Galway in two exciting 
games. Chasing the first set all the way through, 
the city duo squeezed home 21-20. A good 
start in the second set had Andrew and Sean 
8-2 ahead and well in control. The Connaught 
champions rallied to get back in the match, but 
in a fantastic finish, the Talbots Inch/O’Loughlins 
duo closed out the game 21-18 to bring home 
the Minor title.

Another victory was secured by the Kells pair of 
John Hayes and Cathal Buckley when winning 
the U21 Doubles crown. Once again, Galway 
provided the opposition, but they were no match 
for the Kilkenny pair. Winning in two sets, 21-4, 
21-10, John and Cathal dominated from start to 
finish and were worthy champions. There was 
also victory for Kilkenny in the Ruby Masters 
grade as veteran pair, Johnny Brennan (Mothel) 

and Joe Hennessy (O’Loughlins) claimed another 
title when they comprehensively defeated the 
Connaught champions, Galway, in two sets, 21-
8, 21-5.

In the All-Ireland 4Wall Singles championships 
the highlight of the finals was in Minor Singles 
where Anthony Clifford (T/Inch) secured the 
first of his three titles in comprehensive fashion. 
Having come through the Leinster championship 
in style, Anthony easily defeated Clare, 21-7, 
21-0, in his semi-final, and in a tough match 
with Tyrone, he was declared champion on a 
21-12, 21-14 scoreline. Elsewhere in the 4Wall 
championships, Jack Doyle was defeated in 
Intermediate Singles by Sligo, 21-, 17-21, 11-
4, Noelle Dowling (Mothel) and Aine Sharkey 
(Galmoy) were defeated finalists in the Ladies 
Junior and Junior C Grades, losing to Wexford 
and Monaghan opponents, respectively.

All Ireland 4Wall Juveniles

The year got off to a great start for Kilkenny 
Juveniles as they collected six All Ireland titles 
in Croke Park in early March. By far the leading 
county at the finals, Kilkenny won five of the girl’s 
events, and a single boys title.

In the Girls U15 Singles final, Ellie Roche (Clogh) 
defeated Galway in two sets, 15-12, 15-7, and 
this was followed by victory in Girls U15 Doubles 
with another Clogh duo, Caoilinn Dowling and 
Abbie Flanagan having a comprehensive win, 
15-2, 15-1. 

There was success in Girls U16 Singles with 
Niamh Drennan (Galmoy) defeating another 
Galway opponent in the All-Ireland final, 21-7, 
21-7.

To complete a great day for the Kilkenny girls in 
Croke Park, Emily Phelan (Kells) easily defeated 
Tyrone in the Girls U17 Singles decider, 21-0, 21-
4, and the Kilfane/Glenmore combination, Katie 
Ryan and Aisling Mullally also accounted for 
Tyrone opposition in a deciding tie break game, 
20-21, 21-19, 11-3. 

The sole Boys victory on the day was in U16 
Doubles where Jake O’Neill and Mattie Corr 
(Kells) defeated Tyrone in a nail-biting thriller, 21-
18, 16-21, 11-9

Cumann na mBunscoil

The annual County Cumann na mBunscoil was 
held in O’Loughlins over two days in early March. 
With over one hundred players representing 
twenty-four schools. The winning players went 
on to represent the County in the provincial finals 
in Croke Park in the middle of the month. 

Softball

In the Ladies Softball Singles championship, 
Amy Brennan (Clogh) was a first time finalist 
against the experienced Martina McMahon 
from Limerick. Having defeated fellow Kilkenny 
player, Aoife Holden (Kilfane), 21-19, 21-12 in 
the semi-final, the Clogh lady put on a creditable 
performance when losing 21-8, 21-11 to her 
very experience opponent. In the Mens Open 
Championship there was a semi-final defeat for 
Kyle Jordan (Kilfane) as he was defeated 21-11, 
21-12 by the eventual champion from Meath. 

There was victory for Anthony Clifford in the 
All-Ireland Minor Singles grade as he once 
again powered his way through Leinster, 
comprehensively defeating Sligo, 21-4, 21-3 
in the decider. Anthony and fellow club player, 
Rian Dowling teamed up in the Minor Doubles 
championship, and were crowned All Ireland 

Kells Make HistoryKells Make History
Handball Report

All Ireland Senior DoublesAll Ireland Senior Doubles
Patrick and Peter FunchionPatrick and Peter Funchion

Minor SinglesMinor Singles
Anthony  CliffordAnthony  Clifford

O’Loughlins/Mothel – RMD,    O’Loughlins/Mothel – RMD,    

Kells – U21DKells – U21D

       All Ireland 4 Wall Champions –        All Ireland 4 Wall Champions – 
Kilfane/Glenmore – GU17D Kilfane/Glenmore – GU17D 

Galmoy – GU16SGalmoy – GU16S
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champions when defeating Galway in the final, 21-12, 21-15.

In the Golden Masters B Singles championship, Joe Daly (O’Loughlins) was 
a worthy champion as he defeated his Sligo opponent in two tough games, 
21-17, 21-15 to bring home the gold medal.

The U21 grade resulted in a second All Ireland victory for Kells duo, John 
Hayes and Cathal Buckley in 2025 as they, again, overcame the challenge 
of Galway in two very close sets, 21-19, 21-18 to secure victory. In the 
Ruby Masters Doubles grade there was a similar situation as Johnny 
Brennan (Mothel) and Joe Hennessy (O’Loughlins) kept up the winning 
ways when adding another All-Ireland crown by, again, beating Galway in 
the final, 21-4, 21-2.

Other Kilkenny players who contested All Ireland finals included; Katie 
Jordan – runners up to Tyrone in Ladies Minor Singles, 21-16, 21-9, and 
Katie, and partner Marie Farrell, also lost to Tyrone in the Doubles decider 
21-5, 21-6.

All Ireland Softball Juveniles 

There were mixed results for Kilkenny in the All-Ireland Softball Juvenile 
championships as the county collected a number of titles. In the Boys U17 
Singles, Mikey Power (O’Loughlins) was a comfortable winner over Tyrone 
in two games, 21-15, 21-4 to secure his first national title. The GU16D 
pairing of Niamh Drennan (Galmoy) and Ellie Roche (Clogh) proved to be a 
successful one as they accounted for Tyrone, 21-5, 21-18 in their final, both 
collecting their second title of the year. Also, two time All-Ireland champions 
this year were Abby Flanagan (Clogh) as she defeated Galway in GU15S, 
15-12, 15-5, and Caoilinn Dowling (Clogh) who won the GU16S with a 21-
17, 21-16 victory over Tyrone.

 Junior Softball Nationals

In early August, Kilkenny hosted the Irish Junior Softball Nationals with 
success in the Boys 13 and under, and Boys 17 and under grades. 
The O’Loughlins duo of Ollie Morrissey and Robbie Geoghegan put 
on an excellent show to win the 13 and under grade, and in the 17 and 
under competition, Talbots Incg duo, Anthony Clifford and Rian Dowling 
completely blew all opposition away when racing to the title. There was 
success for Katie Jordan in the Girls 19 and under grade when she teamed 
up with Claire Minogue (Clare) to claim the title.

Hardball

In the oldest form of our traditional game, there was a surprise victory 
for Andrew Brennan (T/Inch) and Sean Morrissey (O’Loughlins) in Minor 
Doubles as the two boys defeated Cork and Sligo in a round robin event to 
add to the 4Wall title they won earlier in the year. The Singles championship 
was a disappointment for Sean Morrissey as he won both of his round 
robin matches, but lost out to Sligo on scoring averages. In the Senior final, 
Ciaran Neary (T/Inch) was defeated by Kildare in two sets. 

Teams

There was clean sweep for Leinster in the Softball team events, with 
Kilkenny winning the Boys U12/13 and U16/17 titles, and the Leinster Girls 
team of six defeating Cork in the final. The teams were U12/13; Johnny 
Delaney, Conor McCormack, Mason Dunne, Kyle Love, Ollie Morrissey, 
Cathal Phelan, Robbie Geoghagan and Leon Delaney, U16/17; Cian 
Murphy, Mattie Corr, Timmy Corr, Conor Dillon and Ronan O’Mahony. The 
Kilkenny players on the Leinster team were Keira Lyons, Abby Flanagan, 
Caoilinn Dowling, Katie Ryan and Emily Phelan.

Wallball

A number of players contested the Leinster Wallball Championships in late 
September.

Snippets

Gael Linn – there was no success in the annual Gael Linn competition with 
both Kilkenny pairs losing out.

ICHA – wins for John Hayes (Kells) in Mens A Softball Singles and Mens 
Open Doubles, Emer Barron (Windgap) in Ladies A 4Wall Singles and Open 
Softball Doubles, Kyle Jordan (Kilfane) in Open 4Wall Singles

Feile na Gael

Softball Development – The GAA sponsored Softball Tournament was 
played in Kilfane in mid-September. This year the emphasis was on players 
who had played in the County Softball B Championships, and it proved to 
be a great success. With almost twenty players attending on the day, they 
all got to play a number of Softball games, a medal and a goodie bag. This 
event has been happening for a number of years and has proved to be 
a very enjoyable day’s handball, with players not used to playing Softball 
getting an opportunity to play our traditional game.

Irish Junior Nationals Winners 13 and UnderIrish Junior Nationals Winners 13 and Under

Irish Junior Nationals Winners 13 and UnderIrish Junior Nationals Winners 13 and Under

Irish Junior Nationals Winners 13 and UnderIrish Junior Nationals Winners 13 and Under

Clogh – GU15S and GU15D Clogh – GU15S and GU15D 

Clogh – GU15S and GU15D Clogh – GU15S and GU15D 

Minor Softball Doubles – Minor Softball Doubles – 
Talbots InchTalbots Inch

All Ireland Softball All Ireland Softball 
U17S -O’Loughlins           U17S -O’Loughlins           

All Ireland Champions – All Ireland Champions – 
O’Loughlins - GMBS                              O’Loughlins - GMBS                              

All Ireland 4Wall Champions, Kells - All Ireland 4Wall Champions, Kells - 
Boys U16D and GU17S Boys U16D and GU17S 

Leinster Girls Team of Eight Softball ChampionsLeinster Girls Team of Eight Softball Champions

Kilkenny Boys U12,13 Softball Champions 2025Kilkenny Boys U12,13 Softball Champions 2025
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    GALMOY

  WINDGAP

Galmoy HBC had another great year with plenty of winners throughout the year. Niamh 
Drennan was successful in All Ireland U16 40x20 and in Doubles with her Clogh partner 
in All Ireland U16 60x30. We had 4 players who received commemorative jerseys from 

Kilkenny County Handball Board in recognition of their gold medal wins at the World 40x20 
competition. We entered all County competitions and were competitive in all grades.

Windgap Report - This season’s handball year will no doubt be a milestone 
for the Windgap Handball community as our facility got a major facelift. The 
installation of a glass backwall, along with a whole revamp of the court, which 
those who have seen it would acknowledge is as an awesome job. Things 
like these don’t just happen, but special mention to Michael Saunders and 
his team for undertaking the work, alongside all our volunteers, who put the 
shoulder to the wheel to see it over the line. While on the other hand the 
upkeep of it has been second to none, and again, thanks to Julie O’Brien and 
all the parents who look after it so well
No doubt welcoming the World Championships was a major factor in doing 
these works. It was a pleasure to be part of it for Windgap Handball Club, 
but again, it’s hard to host events like these without help. I’d surely forget 

someone’s name along the way, but the helping hand at every turn was much appreciated by all and we can say without doubt it was certainly a great success all 
around. Special mention to Martin and our own Michael O’Shea who are to be commended for hosting the games.
Moving onto action in the court, and while it has been mayhem getting slots during the busy peak period which is a good complaint in itself, it is great to see the 
juveniles coming along. Also, in recent times our mothers and others group have continued with their weekly sessions and this has turned out to be a great initiative and 
addition to the club. Well done to all involved.

Clogh – GU15S and GU15D Clogh – GU15S and GU15D 

All Ireland Minor Hardball Doubles All Ireland Minor Hardball Doubles 
Champions – O’Loughlins and Talbots InchChampions – O’Loughlins and Talbots Inch SOFTBALL DEVELOPMENTSOFTBALL DEVELOPMENT

Irish Junior Softball Nationals Girls 19 and Irish Junior Softball Nationals Girls 19 and 
under champions – Katie Jordan (Kilfane) under champions – Katie Jordan (Kilfane) 

and Claire and Claire 

A Great Christmas Read!

“UNDER ONE BANNER”
by Conor Denieffe

The History of O’Loughlins GAA Club 1969-2025

AVAILABLE MID-DECEMBER AT A BOOKSHOP NEAR YOU!

I’m your 
Man!
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MICHAEL LYNG MOTORS INTERMEDIATE HURLING 
CHAMPIONSHIP 2025

Danesfort defied the underdogs tag to secure another Intermediate 
county title over the neighbours inside the city boundary, James 
Stephens, after another whirlwind Intermediate championship which saw 
form and favouritism counting for little in various encounters throughout. 
In Danesfort’s case, overcoming a team that many had predicted to 
return to the senior grade at the first time of asking would surely rank as 
one of the sweeter successes in the club’s history. 

It might not have appeared to have been likely following the initial 
league campaign, with James Stephens capturing the league title by 
defeating Danesfort by 1-23 to 0-17 in the league 
final. Dunnamaggin were the league shield winners 
for 2025, as they got the better of Young Irelands on a 
0-17 to 1-9 score line.

A major surprise in the opening round games was the 
dismantling of Rower-Inistioge by Mooncoin in their 
game in Mullinavat. The damage was done as early as 
the opening quarter, with wing-forward Adam Croke 
scoring a hat-trick of goals, along with another from 
Liam Hogan, to give Mooncoin a scarcely believable 
4-5 to 0-1 lead by the end of the first quarter.  The 
Rower men were naturally shell-shocked, and were 
guilty of some errand shooting themselves. A fifth 
goal from Killian Hogan later in the half ensured that 
Mooncoin had an almost unassailable lead at half-
time (5-10 to 0-7).

The third quarter saw the Rower produce the best 
of their overall performance, with Eoghan Lyng 
particularly to the fore, with a goal and a number of 
points. But, quite honestly, the gap was too severe. 
Mooncoin again finished with a flourish with a scoring burst of 1-6 without 
reply to see them advance on a 6-23 to 1-15 score line, something few 
observers would have guessed beforehand.

Another surprise in the opening round, though less so, was the defeat of 
Fenians in Bennettsbridge by Blacks & Whites, who had only drew one 
game out of five in the league to that point. A late flurry of points from 
the Skeough men saw them hold on for a deserved win. It was a very 
disappointing loss for the Johnstown men, who had led by as much as 
six points during the second half, but could not build on this in the final 
quarter, while the opponents slowly reeled them in. 

Fenians led by 0-8 to 0-6 at half-time, and a goal from Willie Brennan 
from a long range effort that found its way into the Blacks & Whites net 

early in the second half appeared to set them up nicely for the remaining 
minutes. However, the Skeough men fought back typically, with Ryan 
Murphy finding the range from both frees and play to level the scores (1-
11 to 0-14). Aaron Foley, Ian Foley and Paul Murphy also were on target 
in the final minutes to secure Blacks & Whites a 0-17 to 1-11 victory.

Last year’s junior champions, St. Lachtain’s faced off in their first round 
clash against St. Martin’s in Ballyragget. The Freshford men started the 
brighter and were soon rewarded with two quick fire goals from Shane 
Donnelly and Darragh Maher. St. Martin’s improved their performance 
in the second quarter, and they were rewarded with a goal from Sean 
Hunt. However, St. Lachtain’s managed to hold on to the lead at the 
break (2-7 to 1-8).  

A third St. Lachtain’s goal from the scorer in chief, Cathal O’Leary, gave 
the Freshford men an ideal start for the 
second half. Despite the worsening weather 
on the day, St. Martin’s did respond well 
with some good scores, but St. Lachtain’s 
were able to reply in kind to keep their 
noses in front. Their eventual victory was 
guaranteed on the cusp of full-time when 
Darragh Maher scored his second goal, 
ensuring St. Lachtain’s a 4-14 to 1-13 win, 
and consigning St. Martin’s to a dreaded 
relegation final.

Tullogher-Rosbercon were the final team 
through to the quarter-finals as they got 
the better of Carrickshock in Ballyhale. It 
was the Carrickshock men, however, who 
started the game far more effectively, with 

the highlight being a fine goal from their 
corner-forward Adam Franks. Tullogher 
did manage to settle into the game as 
the half progressed, and they were soon 

galvanised by a Danny Glennon goal, which 
then led a run of four consecutive points to open up a 1-8 to 1-5 lead. Yet 
Carrickshock would not go quietly, and led by former Kilkenny star John 
Power, who scored two long range points and set up a goal for Eoghan 
O’Neill, they regained the lead by the half-time whistle (2-7 to 1-9). 

Carrickshock continued to add to their tally in the early stages of the 
second half through Jake O’Dwyer and Eoghan O’Neill. However, the 
final quarter was totally dominated by Tullogher-Rosbercon, with two 
frees from Adam Franks the only scores for Carrickshock, and Tullogher 
almost scoring at will from the likes of Marty Murphy, Andrew Murphy 
and Colman O’Sullivan. The Tullogher win was cemented in the 
dying minutes with an Andrew Murphy goal, rounding off a fine team 
performance to eventually win out by 2-21 to 2-14.

          ‘FORT UPSET THE ODDS!          ‘FORT UPSET THE ODDS!
         League final result overturned         League final result overturned County IH Championship Report by Conor Brennan

Photos: Willie Dempsey

DANESFORT - COUNTY IH CHAMPIONS 2025DANESFORT - COUNTY IH CHAMPIONS 2025
Back: Kevin Ireland, Anthony Ireland Wall, Cathal Kearney, Sam Hayes, Calum Murphy, Darragh Coverdale, Padraic Mullen, Éanna Ó Casaide, John Canny, John DavisBack: Kevin Ireland, Anthony Ireland Wall, Cathal Kearney, Sam Hayes, Calum Murphy, Darragh Coverdale, Padraic Mullen, Éanna Ó Casaide, John Canny, John Davis

Middle: Philip Walsh, James Cunningham, Paddy Kelly, Ciaran Mullen, Joe Cowhig, Ronan Hackett, Bill Smith, Conor Condon, Cathal Norton, Mark Reddy, Aiden Cowley, Middle: Philip Walsh, James Cunningham, Paddy Kelly, Ciaran Mullen, Joe Cowhig, Ronan Hackett, Bill Smith, Conor Condon, Cathal Norton, Mark Reddy, Aiden Cowley, 
Dáire O’NeillDáire O’Neill

Front: Cillian Norton, Steven Doheny, Dan Dowling, Fionn Mahony, Paddy Hogan, Diarmuid Phelan, Colm Phelan, Cathal O’Neill, Brian McDonald, Darren Booth, Robbie WalshFront: Cillian Norton, Steven Doheny, Dan Dowling, Fionn Mahony, Paddy Hogan, Diarmuid Phelan, Colm Phelan, Cathal O’Neill, Brian McDonald, Darren Booth, Robbie Walsh
Sitting in front: Paul Murphy, Des Dunne, Adam Byrne, Mark Fitzpatrick. Sitting in front: Paul Murphy, Des Dunne, Adam Byrne, Mark Fitzpatrick. 

Diarmaid Phelan Lifts theDiarmaid Phelan Lifts the
 Intermediate trophy Intermediate trophy

Photos Willie Dempsey
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MICHAEL LYNG 

MOTORS 

HYUNDAI

The Winning Team!

PJ Kenny Chairman Presents the County Intermediate Trophy to Diarmaid Phelan Captain Danesfort,  
with Neil Lyng (Sponsor) 

Photo: Willie Dempsey

View Our Extensive Range of New & Quality Used Vehicles 
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Tadhg O’Dwyer attemps to flick the ball away from Tadhg O’Dwyer attemps to flick the ball away from 
Paul MurphyPaul Murphy

Darren Booth attempts to knock the ball away from Paul Darren Booth attempts to knock the ball away from Paul 
Kirwan (Dunnamaggin)Kirwan (Dunnamaggin)

Cathal O’Neill goes high.Cathal O’Neill goes high.

Luke Murphy in control as Sean Gannon (Mooncoin) can Luke Murphy in control as Sean Gannon (Mooncoin) can 
only give chaseonly give chase

JAMES STEPHENS - COUNTY IH FINALISTS &LEAGUE WINNERS 2025JAMES STEPHENS - COUNTY IH FINALISTS &LEAGUE WINNERS 2025
Back: Eoin Deely, Ed Lauhoff, David Walton, Ruairí Harrison, Stephen Power Kellett, David Hennessy, Willie Spencer, Cian Kenny,  Conor McEvoy, Tadhg O’Dwyer.Back: Eoin Deely, Ed Lauhoff, David Walton, Ruairí Harrison, Stephen Power Kellett, David Hennessy, Willie Spencer, Cian Kenny,  Conor McEvoy, Tadhg O’Dwyer.

Middle: Eoin Guilfoyle, Ed McDermott, Billy O’Sullivan, Fionn Cody, Paddy Keogh, Dinny Stapleton, Luke Murphy, Stephen Manogue, Oisín Bateman, Jamie O’Keeffe, Conor Heffernan, Middle: Eoin Guilfoyle, Ed McDermott, Billy O’Sullivan, Fionn Cody, Paddy Keogh, Dinny Stapleton, Luke Murphy, Stephen Manogue, Oisín Bateman, Jamie O’Keeffe, Conor Heffernan, 
Seán Deely, Ethan Butler, Sam McEvoy.Seán Deely, Ethan Butler, Sam McEvoy.

Front: Daniel Power, Luke Scanlon, Ben Lawlor, Niall Delaney, Niall Mullan, Seán Manogue, Seán Bergin, Shane Donohoe,  Matty McWey, Noah Manogue.Front: Daniel Power, Luke Scanlon, Ben Lawlor, Niall Delaney, Niall Mullan, Seán Manogue, Seán Bergin, Shane Donohoe,  Matty McWey, Noah Manogue.
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The opening quarter-final saw Young Irelands put in a commanding 
performance over St. Lachtain’s in Canon Kearns Park. The opening half 
was reasonably even with the Gowran men leading by 0-10 to 0-8 at 
half-time. But the gap between the two sides grew as the second half 
progressed, despite the only goal of the game coming the way of the 
Freshford men via Shane Donnelly. It did not deter Young Irelands from 
scoring impressively throughout the half, with Paddy Langton particularly 
to the fore with five points from play, though all the Young Irelands made 
a contribution at varying times. St. Lachtain’s simply didn’t have the 
answers to the strength of Young Irelands, as the Gowran men won out 
on a 0-25 to 1-10 score line.

Dunnamaggin were the second team through to the county semi-finals 
with a deserved, if hard fought, victory over Tullogher-Rosbercon in 
their quarter-final clash in Mullinavat. Denis Walsh (Dunnamaggin) and 
Andrew Murphy (Tullogher-Rosbercon) were the scorers in chief for their 
respective sides throughout the game, accounting for 0-11 (seven frees, 
two 65’s) and 0-9 (six frees, one 65) respectively. Dunnamaggin led by 
0-10 to 0-7 at half-time, with Andy Hickey, Joe and John Fitzpatrick 
performing well for them, while Colman O’Sullivan also impressed for 
Tullogher. 

A key period of the game was during the second half with Dunnamaggin 
scoring four consecutive points to increase their lead. To their credit, 
Tullogher battled bravely and managed to reduce the gap to two points 
at one stage. However, Dunnamaggin were still able to keep their noses 
in front until the end, and they advanced on a 0-19 to 0-15 score line.

A double header of quarter-finals in UPMC Nowlan Park began with 
James Stephens comfortably seeing off the challenge of Blacks & 
Whites. A goal from Stephen Manogue initially send the Village men on 
their way to an eventual 1-11 to 0-5 at half time. The points continued 
to flow early in the second half for James Stephens, though Blacks & 
Whites got some reward for their efforts with a goal from Ryan Murphy. 
However, with continued scores from Luke Scanlon, Sean Bergin and 
others, James Stephens finished out emphatic winners by 1-28 to 1-7.

The second part of the double header was somewhat closer, with 
Danesfort getting the better of Mooncoin. Observers would have 
expected a close matchup in advance, given both teams’ form coming 
into the game. The opening half saw both teams have periods of 
superiority. Mooncoin started the brighter with two Ciaran Quilty points 
but Danesfort soon responded with a well taken goal from Anthony 
Ireland Wall. Mooncoin again were able to reel off a number of points 
from Adam Croke, Liam Hogan, Killian Hogan and Paul Hennebry, but 
a strong response from Danesfort, led in the main by their sterling half-
back line of Des Dunne, Paul Murphy and Daire O’Neill, meant that there 
was only a single point lead for Mooncoin at the break (0-10 to 1-6).

Both sides were reduced to fourteen men early in the second half, 
and Danesfort seemed to adjust better to this development as the half 
progressed. Mooncoin did try to rally, particularly with Ciaran Quilty to 
the fore, but the major blow was struck by Danesfort with ten minutes 
to go when Sam Hayes burst through the Mooncoin defence to score a 
fine individual goal for Danesfort. This gave Danesfort a five point lead, 
and their additions off the bench also had the desired effect, particularly 
Aidan Cowley, who added two points from play. It meant that Danesfort 
advanced onwards, winning 2-17 to 0-17.

They then lined up a fortnight later to face Dunnamaggin in the first of the 
semi-finals in UPMC Nowlan Park. As with their quarter-final win, it was 
their ability to score goals at crucial times that saw Danesfort through to 
the final. An early goal from Colm Phelan, who did well to boot the ball to 
the Dunnamaggin net, gave Danesfort an ideal start. Dunnamaggin did 
respond well with points from Joe Fitzpatrick and Denis Walsh, and both 
teams then managed to trade scores until the cusp of half-time, when 
Brian McDonald managed to scramble the ball over the Dunnamaggin 
line for Danesfort’s second goal. It meant that Danesfort led by 2-7 to 
0-9 at half-time, giving them a timely boost heading into the second half.

They got another immediate boost when they scored a third goal through 
Sam Hayes, and this was followed by three Anthony Ireland Wall points 
to increase their lead to ten points. Dunnamaggin tried their level best to 
reduce the gap, and did manage to bring it down to six points as the final 
minutes approached. However, the goal they desperately needed never 
arrived, due in no small way to the resolute Danesfort defence directed 
by the experience of Paddy Hogan in goal, along with Des Dunne and 
Paul Murphy. It meant that Danesfort were deserving winners in the end 
by 3-13 to 0-17.

The second semi-final between Young Irelands and James Stephens 
saw the city side get off to a blistering start with 1-3 on the board without 
reply, the goal coming from Stephen Manogue after an Eoin Guilfoyle 
effort hit the woodwork. The Gowran men did their best to reply in kind 
and managed points from Ted Drea, Seamus Farrell and Killian Carey. 

But James Stephens did not allow that to stop them in adding to their 
tally, with Cian Kenny, William Spencer, Tadhg O’Dwyer and Oisin 
Bateman ensuring a 1-12 to 0-5 lead at the break.

Young Irelands needed a dramatic intervention to force their way 
into the game, and they got it early in the second half with a Paddy 
Langton goal. Luke Scanlon did respond with a pair of James Stephens 
points, but the impact was equally impactful from the Young Irelands 
subs bench through Cian Phelan and Diarmuid Langton, who together 
scored four points during the half. Mikey Carey and Ted Drea also added 
points later in the half, but with Luke Scanlon, Niall Mullins and Tadhg 
O’Dwyer scoring points in the final quarter, the James Stephens’ lead 
was maintained. When the final whistle blew, five points remained the 
difference, with the Village men winning by 1-18 to 1-13. 

James Stephens entered the county final as genuine favourites, 
given their winning record to that point in the season. But Danesfort 
and their previous history in finals being quite positive, one would 
have expected them to come into the game with great confidence, 
regardless of the opposition. Typical of most county finals, there was 
a degree of nerves from both sides and they swapped scores and tried 
to maintain possession effectively. Sam Hayes, and Anthony Ireland 
Wall in particular, were proving threatening in the Danesfort attack, 
and although while there was no outstanding moment from the James 
Stephens, they were still managing to score through the likes of Stephen 
Manogue, Cian Kenny (free), William Spencer, Tadhg O’Dwyer (frees) and 
Shane Donohue. A moment of drama did arrive close to half-time when 
Paddy Hogan came forward from the Danesfort goal to take a 21 yard 
free, but his low shot was saved and cleared. It ultimately ensured that 
the Village men led by the minimum at the break (0-10 to 0-9). 

Danesfort managed to open up a four point lead early in the second 
half with points from midfielder Cathal Kearney, Anthony Ireland Wall 
and Daire O’Neill. But this galvanised James Stephens in a major way, 
and they scored 1-4 without reply, with the goal coming from a familiar 
source, Stephen Manogue. But equally impressive was the immediacy 
of the Danesfort response. Straight from the puck out following the 
Manogue goal, Anthony Ireland Wall struck a goal following a saved 
effort from Brian McDonald by Village goalkeeper Sean Manogue.

This brought a wholesale change in momentum, and Danesfort totally 
took over the game. Anthony Ireland Wall, who scored 1-7 (0-4 frees) 
in all, Sam Hayes with 0-4 from play in all, and once again the impact 
from the Danesfort bench, this time from Fionn Mahony and again Aidan 
Cowley, were key to this dominance. It was Mahony who sent Danesfort 
supporters into raptures when he netted Danesfort’s second goal to 
guarantee the Hanrahan Cup was returning their way once again. It 
stunned James Stephens, but little could deny that Danesfort were more 
than deserving winners, claiming the title on a 2-20 to 1-16 score line. 
They upset the odds, and the spoils were theirs! 

MICHAEL LYNG MOTORS 
INTERMEDIATE HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP 2025

FIRST ROUND
Blacks & Whites 	 0-17 	 Fenians		  1-11
St. Lachtain’s		 4-14 	 St. Martin’s		  1-13
Tullogher-Rosbercon 	 2-21	 Carrickshock 		 2-14
Mooncoin 		  6-23 	 Rower-Inistioge 	 1-15

QUARTER-FINALS
Young Irelands	 0-25	 St. Lachtain’s		 1-10
Dunnamaggin	 0-19	 Tullogher-Rosbercon	 0-15
Danesfort		  2-17	 Mooncoin		  0-17
James Stephens	 1-28	 Blacks & Whites	 1-7

SEMI-FINALS
Danesfort		  3-13	 Dunnamggin		 0-17
James Stephens	 1-18	 Young Irelands	 1-13	
	
		
FINAL
Danesfort		  2-20	 James Stephens	 1-16

RELEGATION FINAL
St. Martin’s		  2-11	 Fenians		  0-15
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2025 JJ KAVANAGH PREMIER JUNIOR HURLING FINAL.
Barrow Rangers (Paulstown) won a first Kilkenny Junior Hurling championship 
in 35 years when they forced an extra-time success over O’Loughlin Gaels in 
UPMC Nowlan Park on October 25th.
A junior season darkened by the premature death of Kilmacow’s Luke Harney 
(fondly remembered elsewhere in this publication) produced a final to 
remember, that went all the way to extra time.
Barrow Rangers became extra time specialists in 2025, having also needed the 
extra time minutes in both the quarter and semi finals.
The Paulstown team went into the final as underdogs but despite playing 
against the wind, they led at the break on a 0-10 to 0-6 scoreline at halftime 
in the final.
Their full-forward line of Shane McDonald, Jack Kelly and Joe Healy 
contributing six points from play between them, setting the foundation for 
ultimate victory.
When Joe Healy started the new half with a goal after just fifteen seconds 
it looked like they might take full control. The city side had other ideas with 
goals in the 35th minute by Paddy Butler and the 40th minute, courtesy of a 
long Ruarc Sweeney free, leaving them just a point behind, 2-7 to 1-11.
When Kevin Murphy recorded a third O’Loughlins goal in the 55th minute the 
city side had went clear themselves, by two points, 3-11 to 1-15.
Back came the Paulstown men with four answered points, three pointed frees 
from Joe Healy and a Cathal Purcell score. Two points ahead into added time 
but O’Loughlin points from Oisin Murphy and a Ruarc Sweeney free took us to 
extra time (3-13 to 1-19). 
At the end of the first extra time period Barrow Rangers were two points clear, 
2-20 to 3-15.

     BARROW RANGERS     BARROW RANGERS  
           Extra time specialists!   Extra time specialists! John Power (Junior Board P.R.O.)
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Back: Timmy Brennan, Liam Healy, Martin Drea, Cian Scully, Cathal Purcell, James Hogan, Noah Scully, Kieran O Neill, Gary Hill.Back: Timmy Brennan, Liam Healy, Martin Drea, Cian Scully, Cathal Purcell, James Hogan, Noah Scully, Kieran O Neill, Gary Hill.

Middle: Conor Hanlon, Killian Rudkins, Paddy Purcell, Mikey Doyle, Conor Dunne, Ciaran Hanlon, Billy Hanlon, Darragh O’Connor, Ciaran Breen, Kevin Brennan, Joe Healy.Middle: Conor Hanlon, Killian Rudkins, Paddy Purcell, Mikey Doyle, Conor Dunne, Ciaran Hanlon, Billy Hanlon, Darragh O’Connor, Ciaran Breen, Kevin Brennan, Joe Healy.
Front: Tom Brennan, Cathal English, Eoin O Neill, Jack Kelly, Jason Holden, Paul Delaney, Richie Doyle, Marc Drennan, Keith Flavin, Patrick Purcell, Philip Drennan, Shane McDonald.Front: Tom Brennan, Cathal English, Eoin O Neill, Jack Kelly, Jason Holden, Paul Delaney, Richie Doyle, Marc Drennan, Keith Flavin, Patrick Purcell, Philip Drennan, Shane McDonald.

O’Loughlin Gaels Junior County Finalists 2025O’Loughlin Gaels Junior County Finalists 2025
Back: Ruarc Sweeney, Jamie Malone, Ryan Poyntz, Ruaidhrí Galwey, Tadhg O’Meara, Ben Kinchella, Jack Lawlor.Back: Ruarc Sweeney, Jamie Malone, Ryan Poyntz, Ruaidhrí Galwey, Tadhg O’Meara, Ben Kinchella, Jack Lawlor.

Middle: Kevin O’Brien, John Mc Namara , Barry Lawlor, Luke Hanrahan, Oisín Murphy, Kevin Murphy, Eoghan Bennett, Paddy Butler, Alex Molloy.Middle: Kevin O’Brien, John Mc Namara , Barry Lawlor, Luke Hanrahan, Oisín Murphy, Kevin Murphy, Eoghan Bennett, Paddy Butler, Alex Molloy.
Front: Jack Sheridan, Eoghan O’Brien, Alex Sheridan, Jamie Young, Declan Murphy, Evan Walsh, Joe Bolger, Sam Johnston, Gary Bryan.Front: Jack Sheridan, Eoghan O’Brien, Alex Sheridan, Jamie Young, Declan Murphy, Evan Walsh, Joe Bolger, Sam Johnston, Gary Bryan.

Photos: Willie Dempsey

JJ KAVANAGH PREMIER JUNIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP 2025

Preliminary Round One 
Barrow Rangers 3-18; Cloneen 0-16.

St Patrick’s 4-18; Windgap 3-16. 
Galmoy 2-22; Slieverue 1-10.
Emeralds 3-18; John Lockes 2-14.
Round Two
Galmoy 2-17; Graiguenamanagh 2-13.
St Patrick’s 0-23; Piltown 1-17.
Quarter Finals 
Barrow Rangers 5-17; Emeralds 2-23.
Galmoy 4-12; Kilmacow 1-14.
O’Loughlin Gaels 1-17; Thomastown 1-10 (Section B Final).
St Patricks 1-16; Conahy Shamrocks 1-12.
Semi Finals 
Barrow Rangers 3-22; Galmoy 0-27.
O’Loughlin Gaels 1-21; St Patricks 2-14.
Finals
Barrow Rangers 2-22; O’Loughlin Gaels 3-17.
Junior Hurling Final
Barrow Rangers 2-22; O’Loughlin Gaels 3-17 
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Barrow Rangers getting a goal following a long-range Kieran O’Neill free 
which landed in the goalmouth, where the umpires at once awarded a 
Barrow Rangers goal, even though, O’Loughlin’s were adamant the sliotar 
had never crossed the line.
More controversy was to follow in the second extra time period. 
Further Paulstown points from Jack Kelly and Joe Healy left them four 
points clear, but O’Loughlin Gaels points from a Ruarc Sweeney free and 
Jack Sheridan left just two between them. O’Loughlin’s thought they had 
snatched a late win with a late Sammy Johnston free 
went to the net, but it was disallowed as a square 
ball.
Barrow Rangers deservedly held out for a famous 
fourth junior title, adding to those achievements of 
1982, 1988 and 1990.
Barrow Rangers had excellent final day performances 
from Kieran O’Neill, Jack Kelly, and Joe Healy.
O’Loughlins best players were ex - seniors Paddy 
Butler, Sammy Johnston, and the strong and athletic 
Ruaidhri Galway, who came into his own as players 
on both teams cramped up.
Teams and Scorers
Barrow Rangers- Joe Healy (1-11, 0-5 frees); Jack 
Kelly (0-5); Cathal English (1-0); Shane McDonald (0-
2); Kieran O’Neill (0-2, 0-2 frees); Cathal Purcell (0-1), 
Keith Flavin (0-1).
O’Loughlin Gaels- Ruarc Sweeney (1-6, all frees); 
Paddy Butler (1-3); Kevin Murphy (1-3); Ryan Poyntz 
(0-1); Oisin Murphy (0-1); Jack Sheridan (0-1); Alex 
Sheridan (0-1); Sam Johnston (0-1, 0-1 frees).
Barrow Rangers- Richie Doyle; Paul Delaney, Darragh 
O’Connor, Kevin Brennan; Patrick Purcell, Kieran 
O’Neill, Noah Scully; Gary Hill, Marc Drennan; Mikey 
Doyle, Billy Hanlon, Keith Flavin; Shane McDonald, 
Jack Kelly, Joe Healy.
Subs: Cathal Purcell for Keith Flavin, 40 mins; Killian 
Rudkins for Noah Scully, 44 mins; Conor Hanlon for Gary Hill, 57 mins; Cathal 
English for Billy Hanlon, 67 mins; Timmy Brennan for Shane McDonald, 80 
mins.
O’Loughlin Gaels- Declan Murphy; Jack Lawlor, Jamie Young, Evan Walsh; 
Barry Lawlor, Gary Bryan, Ruaidhri Galwey; Oisin Murphy, Sam Johnston; 
Paddy Butler, Alex Sheridan, Alex Molloy; Jack Sheridan, Kevin Murphy, Ryan 
Poyntz. 
Subs: Ruarc Sweeney for Jack Sheridan, halftime; Eoghan O’Brien for Alex 
Molloy, 55 mins; John McNamara for Poyntz, 59 mins; Jack Sheridan for Jamie 
Young, 76 mins.
Referee- Michael O’Sullivan (Shamrocks Ballyhale)

Junior Hurling Semi Finals.
O’Loughlin Gaels 1-21; St Patricks 2-14.
O’Loughlin Gaels displayed their huge strength in depth with a four-point 
victory over St Patricks (Ballyragget) in the first semi final on October 11th.
Ballyragget made a flying start to this semi final, went 1-3 to 0-0 ahead with 
a goal from Sean Brennan. The city side settled and by the interval led 0-11 
to 0-6.
O’Loughlins held that advantage throughout the second half and helped by 
1-4 by Alex Sheridan and 0-7 from ex-senior Sammy Johnston (0-4 from play), 
they clinched their final spot.
Barrow Rangers 3-22; Galmoy 0-27.
Barrow Rangers eventually saw off Galmoy in the second semi-final.
Along with clinching a final spot this win, which sees the Paulstown-
Goresbridge outfit into a first final in 15 years, and gave them qualification 
to the Leinster Championship, because of O’Loughlin Gaels’ second team 
winning the first semi final.
Barrow Rangers led 1-10 to 0-9 at the interval in a game that went to extra 
time. The goal scored by Billy Hanlon on 24 minutes.
Helped by a further Cathal English goal on 40 minutes the game ended up all 
square at the end of normal time, Barrow Rangers 2-15(21); Galmoy 0-21(21).
When Joe Healy buried a ball to the net midway through the first extra time 
period it set the path to ultimate victory.
Barrow Rangers scorers were Joe Healy (1-8, 0-7 frees); Billy Hanlon (1-4); Jack 
Kelly (0-5); Cathal English (1-0); Marc Drennan (0-2); Keith Flavin, Mikey Doyle, 
Cathal Purcell (0-1 each). Galmoy scorers were Billy Drennan (0-15, 0-12 
frees); Brandan Phelan (0-3); Jason Stanley, Kevin Duggan, Gearoid Phelan 
(0-2 each); Callum Lonergan, Niall Drennan, Oisin Phelan (0-1 each).

EARLY SEASON COMPETITIONS.
29 June 2025
Aylward Cup Final 2025.
Tullogher Rosbercon 3-22; St Lachtains 3-21.
Tullogher Rosbercon won their first ever Aylward Cup Final in a highly 

competitive final versus St Lachtains, Freshford on Sunday 29/6/2025. last at 
Danesfort.
It took 70 minutes of intense battle before a winner emerged.
At the end of the first half the Southern team led 2-7 to 1-8 thanks to goals 
from Simon Kennedy (21 minutes) and Danny Glennon (28 minutes).
St Lachtains had answered the first Tullogher Rosbercon goal with a green 
flag of their own from Cian Dawson.
The second half partly turned out to be a battle of free-takers, Cathal O’Leary 

of Freshford and Andrew Murphy of Tullogher 
Rosbercon.
In this half Tullogher Rosbercon had a third goal 
from Andrew Murphy (27 minutes). Earlier in the half 
Shane Donnelly finished to the net for St Lachtains 
2-9 to 2-7 ahead, and the other goal was scored by 
Cathal O’Leary (28 minutes). 
In injury time Cathal O’Leary took the game to extra 
time with late scores, 3-15 each , but really a serious 
of bad shooting from both frees and placed balls 
had cost the Southern side a normal time victory.
After the first period of extra time it was still all 
square, tied at 3-19 each.
Points from Walter Walsh (2) and an Andrew Murphy 
free was enough to clinch the Tullogher Rosbercon 
men a single point victory, the clinching score from 
the former inter county man Walter Walsh.

21 September 2025
JJ Kavanagh & Sons Junior Hurling League Final
Conahy Shamrocks 2-23(29); Kilmacow 3-20(29)
(Conahy won 7-6 on penalties)
The Junior Hurling League Final on September 
21st went all the way to penalties, before Conahy 
Shamrocks emerged victorious at Ballyhale.
Kilmacow led 0- to 0-8 at the end of the opening 
half. They also started the second half stronger, and 

with a goal from Johnny Hayes in the 40th minute, went two points clear.
By the 56th minute Conahy had fought back to go three points ahead, but 
Kilmacow, assisted by a goal from substitute Aaron Cass, left it all square at 
the end of normal time.
Conahy Shamrocks 0:19 (19); Kilmacow 2:13 (19).
The North Kilkenny side had extra time goals from James Bergin and Thomas 
Rice, and as a result Conahy led 2-22 to 2-17 but again they were not out 
of sight, and with only one point in the remaining minutes, they allowed 
Kilmacow stay in touch.
A Jack O’Neill goal left just a puck of the ball between the two sides, but that 
was not the end of it as Kilmacow scored the final three points in succession 
to ensure the game finished level after the two extra time periods.
Conahy Shamrocks 2-23(29); Kilmacow 3-20(29).
Conahy went on to win 7-6 on penalties.

 JJ KAVANAGH KILKENNY JUNIOR A HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL.

Tullaroan 0-23; Threecastles 2-10
Tullaroan won the JJ Kavanagh Junior A Hurling Championship for a fourth 
time with a controlled seven-point victory over Threecastles in the final at 
UPMC Nowlan Park on Friday 29/8/2025.
By adding 2025 to earlier wins in 2001, 2011 and 2015 the Northern parish 
move joint third on the grades roll of honour.
Threecastles did not perform to their best on this evening before a decent 
crowd at Kilkenny GAA headquarters. They struggled for scores throughout, 
with Eamon Hennessy their only first half scorer, and just a further five points 
tacked on afterwards.
Tullaroan were fastest out of the blocks with an 0-3 to 0-0 lead after four 
minutes thanks to scores from Cathal Russell (2, one free) and Ciallin Brennan. 
Eamonn Hennessy with two frees got Threecastles going, these replied to 
by a 100-yard pointed free from goalkeeper Mark Holland and a 50-metre 
point by Cathal Russell. Hennessy got Threecastles back on terms in the ninth 
minute with a burst through five defenders and a fine goal (1-2 to 0-5).
By the eighteenth minute Tullaroan were back in control 0-10 to 1-3 with 
points from Jim Moore, Cathal Russell (3, one free) and Shane Cuddihy scores. 
A second Hennessy goal a minute later had Threecastles back just a point 
behind (2-3 to 0-10).
At the interval Tullaroan led 0-13 to 2-5 with man of the match Cathal Russell 
knocking over a point from a free (21 minutes) and two from play (24th and 
29th minutes).
Threecastles were slow in returning to the playing field after the interval, 
and again they were slow starters in the new half, with Tullaroan points from 
Sean Buggy and a Russell free. An Eoin Dalton point opened the Threecastles 
scoring in the 34th minute, but space up front was still at a premium thanks 
to an excellent Tullaroan defence.

Barrow Rangers Captain Marc DrennanBarrow Rangers Captain Marc Drennan
lifts the Trophylifts the Trophy
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A sequence of four unanswered points by Russell 
(free), Shane Cuddihy and Sean Buggy, both from 
midfield, and Paul Mulligan left the winners ten 
points clear with twenty minutes remaining. 
Darren Mullan and an Eamonn Hennessy free did 
reduce the margin for Threecastles, but in the 
games remaining fourteen minutes (two added) 
the Tullaroan men outscored Threecastles four 
points to two.
A fully deserved victory for Tullaroan who will 
now take part in Section B of the junior hurling 
championship in 2026. Cathal Russell was their 
star man with 0-13 (six from play) in a fine overall 
team performance. Others to excel were Niall 
Holland in goal when called upon, Mark Simpson, 
Sean Buggy, Shane Cuddihy, and Ciallin Brennan.
Threecastles can still look back on a successful 
first season back at junior A following C and 
B successes the last two seasons. Other than 
Eamonn Hennessy they struggled for scores, but 
the likes of Joe Lacey, David and Jack Cleere and 
Eoin Dalton battled to the finish.
Paddy Cooney, Junior board chairperson, in his 
post match address, referenced that Threecastles 
can still try push onwards on to the premier junior 
grade very soon before Jack Kavanagh on behalf 
of the competition sponsors presented the trophy 
to Tullaroan captain David Fitzgerald.
This completed the six junior A to F finals for 
2025, all played in UPMC Nowlan Park, something 
appreciated by players in these grades.
SCORERS
Tullaroan: Cathal Russell (0-13, 6 frees, 1 “65”), Shane Cuddihy 
(0-3), Sean Buggy (0-2), Ciallin Brennan, Niall Holland, Jim 
Moore, Paul Mulligan, Diarmuid Doheny (0-1 each).
Threecastles: Eamonn Hennessey (2-7, 5 frees), Eoin Dalton, 
Darren Mullan, Cian Russell (0-1 each).

Tullaroan: Niall Holland, Richard Cash, Eamonn Holland, 
Matthew Mulligan, Tommy Walton Mark Simpson, Josh Moore, 
Aaron Russell, Sean Buggy, Ciallin Brennan, Peter Walsh, Jim 
Moore, Cathal Russell, Shane Cuddihy Paul Mulligan
Substitutes:
Used – Diarmuid Doheny for Jim MOore, Tommy Walsh for 
Shane Cuddihy, Joey Walsh for Paul Mulligan, David Fitzgerald 
(captain) for Aaron Russell, James Waltonfor Cathal Russell.
Rest of. panel – Tommy Holmes, Bill Cuddihy, Padraig 
O’Mahoney, Johnny Leahy, Ruairi O’Shea, Liam Teehan 
(injured), Bill Coogan (injured).
Threecastles: Conrad Cooper, Joe Lacey, Frank Keoghan (C) 
David Cleere, Johnny Manogue, Jack Cleere, Joey Dalton, Cian 
Russell, Cormac Rafter, Mark Cleere, Tommy Rafter Darren 
Mullan, Eoin Dalton, Eamonn Hennessy, Cian Franey.
Substitutes: Used – Jack Holand for Tommy Rafter, Fergal Ryan 
for Mark Cleere.
Rest of Panel – Eoin O’Donnell, Darragh Walsh, Vincent 
O’Donnell, Eoin Dalton, Seamus McEvoy, Kyle Maher, Michael 
Trait, Clan Lyng, Bernard Mullan, Frank Campion, Paddy Trait, 
Josh Quirke, MJ Maher, Adam Ryan, Sean Rafter, David Butler.
Referee: Owen Behan (Fenians)

2025 JJ Kavanagh Junior B Hurling Final
Glenmore 2-16; Tullogher Rosbercon 0-19 (a.e.t.)
With four minutes remaining of normal time in 
the Junior B Final Tullogher Rosbercon were five 
points clear and looked like heading for victory. 
Nobody told Glenmore however, they battled on 
and recorded two pointed Jason Cody frees and 
a rebound goal by full-forward Robbie Fitzgerald, 
after a shot was stopped by the same player.
This was tough on Tullogher Rosbercon who had 
controlled most of what went before, despite 
having a player sent off after just three minutes.
Robbie Fitzgerald got a point at the start of extra 
time, followed by a Jason Cody free. It was now 
Glenmore two ahead, 1-14 to 0-15.
Back came Tullogher Rosbercon with three points 
from Dean Kinsella, and two Brian Walsh frees to 
regain the lead at the end of the opening extra 
time period. 

Glenmore had a holden spell at the start of the 
second extra period, with two pointed frees from 
Jason Cody and a match winning goal when 
Robbie Fitzgerald broke onto a breaking ball and 
dispersed it to the Tullogher net, 2-16 to 0-18. 
While Tullogher Rosbercon had a pointed free by 
the finish it was a sweet victory for the Glensmen.
Tullogher led 0-12 to 0-6 at the end of the first 
half, never looking like they were at a numerical 
disadvantage.
In a game spoiled by frees it was often a shootout 
between Jason Cody (G) and Brian Walsh (TR), and 
so it continued through to the closing five minutes 
when Glenmore resurrected their title hoped.
For Glenmore this was a Junior B league and 
championship double. They had a side that 
included several Senior panelists and had enough 
about them to edge over the finish line.
Tullogher Rosbercon, Junior F winners the previous 
evening, were unlucky to get caught at the finish 
line. The club is in a good place at present and look 
like being competitive in both the Under 21 and 
Intermediate grades also.
SCORERS:
Glenmore: Jason Cody (0-10, 9 frees), Robbie Fitzgerald 2-1, 
Darragh Hartley (sideline) Dean Croke, Richie Hennessy, Sean 
Duggan (free), Aaron O’Neill (0-1 each).
Tullogher Rosbercon: Brian Walsh (0-10, 9 frees), James 
Cummins (0-3), Ryan Murphy (0-2), Kevin Hennessy, Kevin 
Aylward, Sean Murray (free), Dean Kinsella (0-1 each).

Glenmore: Paul Brophy, John Roche, Ciaran Vereker, Sean 
Duggan, Jack Ryan, Richie Hennessy (C), Colm Doherty, Darragh 
Hartley, Patrick Cody, Jason Cody, Dean Croke, Colm Roche, 

Ethan Phelan, Robbie Fitzgerald, Cathal Sheehan.
Substitutes: Used – Stephen Cody, Shane Duhigg, Aaron O’Neill, 
Emmett Vereker, Evan Halligan
Rest of Panel – Davey Aylward, Colm Doherty, P.J. Roche, Oisin 
Mullally, David Walsh, Paddy O’Connor, James Hendrick, Jack 
Cody, Michael Phelan, Philip Roche, David Burke, Christopher 
Hennessy, Paul Murphy, Jack Dollard.
Tullogher Rosbercon: John Kennedy, Conor Ryan Simon 
Kennedy, Sean Murray, JJ Ryan, ( jc), Pat Hartley, Niall 
Cummins, Niall Mooney, Tarek O’Connor, Michael Handrick, 
Brian Walsh (jc), Ryan Murphy, Kevin Alyward
Substitutes: Used – James Cummins for Michael Handrick, John 
Murphy, Neil O’Shea (jc).
Rest of Panel – John Ryan, Shane Lyng, Richard Aylward, Sam 
Ryan, Dean Kinsella, Fergal O’Shea, Tony Conway, Keenan 
Ryan, Joe Malone, Paudi Dooley, Liam Murphy.
Referee: Vivienne Holmes (Bennetsbridge).

2025 Iverk Produce Junior C Hurling Final
Kilmacow 1-18; Piltown 2-13
Kilmacow emerged two-point victors over 
neighbours Piltown in the first of the weekends 
five Junior finals at UPMC Nowlan Park.
This Junior C victory bridged a thirteen-year gap 
to the club’s last junior success, a 2012 victory over 
Barrow Rangers in the Junior B grade.
Their junior team proper has also started the 
season well, and this C graded team qualified for 
the decider with victories over Graignamanagh, 
John Lockes (quarter final), and Blacks and Whites 
(semi final)
Included here were several who had not taken 
part in a final in Nowlan Park previously, they took 
control early on and deservedly were victorious.

ERIN’S OWN - JUNIOR D LEAGUE & CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS 2025ERIN’S OWN - JUNIOR D LEAGUE & CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS 2025

TULLOGHER ROSBERCON - JUNIOR F CHAMPIONS 2025TULLOGHER ROSBERCON - JUNIOR F CHAMPIONS 2025

TOUNG IRELANDS - JUNIOR E CHAMPIONS 2025TOUNG IRELANDS - JUNIOR E CHAMPIONS 2025
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To their credit Piltown, already C League 
Champions, battled to the final bell, including a 
goal from the excellent John Kenny with a close 
in free, four minutes into added time. This reduced 
the lead to two points, but substitute referee 
Sean McMahon, who took over from his injured 
colleague Anthony Barcoe in the final 15 minutes, 
called a halt to proceedings on the puck out.
Star of the show for Kilmacow was ‘evergreen’ half 
forward Shane Gaule, who had also featured in 
that 2012 success. He finished with thirteen points 
here, eight pointed frees and five points from play.
Shay Dempsey opened the scoring for Kilmacow 
after 30 seconds, replied to by a John Kenny 
Piltown free less than a minute later.
A sequence of points gave the green and white 
Kilmacow men an 0-5 to 0-1 lead by the tenth 
minute. Three were from Gaule, the first from play, 
and a Jack O’Neill score.
Points by DJ Knox from midfield and two placed 
balls from Kenny, reduced the margin to one by 
the 16th minute.
By the 25th minute it was all square at 0-7 each, 
but late points from distance by Sean Blanchfield, 
a Shane Gaule free, a Shay Dempsey score from 
50 metres and Gaule from even further out, left 
Kilmacow 0-11 to 0-7 ahead at the interval.
They went six clear early in the new half, remaned 
in the ascendancy, and when substitute Fionn 
Blanche pointed on 42 minutes were still five clear, 
0-16 to-12.
Two minutes later Piltown were back in the game 
when the referee spotted an infringement after 
a long delivery into the Kilmacow square and 
awarded a penalty. John Kenny scored this and 
substitute Sam Garbutt left just one point between 
them two minutes later, 1-12 to 0-16.
In the 55th minute a delivery from Fionn Blanche 
was finished to the net by Kilmacow captain Conor 
Dowling. It was now 1-17 to 1-13 for the winners. 
Shane Gaule added a free a minute into stoppage 
time, and despite that late Piltown goal already 
mentioned, it was a rare success at Kilkenny GAA 
headquarters for the Kilmacow men.
Best for Kilmacow were high scoring Shane Gaule, 
defenders Calum Regan and Eoin Murray along 
with forwards like Shay Dempsey and substitute 
Fionn Blanche.
Piltown had their own scorer in chief in John 
Kenny while others to impress were goalie Pauric 
Wall, Tom Kenny, Eoin Reid, DJ Knox, and Robbie 
Culleton.
SCORERS:
Kilmacow: Shane Gaule (0-13, 0-8 frees), Conor Dowling (1-
0), Shay Dempsey (0-2), Jack O’Neill, Sean Blanchfield, Fionn 
Blanch (0-1 each).
Piltown: John Kenny (2-8, 2-0 frees, 0-1 “65”), DJ Knox (0-2), 
Cormac Cummins, Robbie Culleton, Sam Garbutt (0-1 each).

Kilmacow: Kieran Dowling, Calum Regan, Lorcan Suffin, Ryan 
McKenna, Kevin McNamara, Eoin Murray, Darragh Kelly, Sean 
Blanchfield, (VC), Tom Reddy, Shane Gaule, Oisin O’Dwyer, 
Brian O’Mara, Jack O’Neill, Conor Dowling (C), Shay Dempsey.
Substitutes: Used – Fionn Blanche
Rest of Panel – Paddy O’Keeffe, Oisin Conway, Jack Power, 
Jonathan Nally, Jack Murphy, Willie O’Toole, Eden Gillespie, 
Aaron Cass, MJ Murphy, Martin Maloney, Nojus Davidonis, 
Caoilin Kelly.
Piltown: Pauric Wall. Shane Walsh, Joe Cooney, Michael 
O’Dwyer, Gavin Flynn, Tom Kenny, Eoin Reid (C), Neil Moriarty, 
Henri Culleton, DJ Knox, Aidan Friend, Cormac Cummins, 
Robbie Culleton, Kevin Brophy, John Kenny.
Substitutes: Used – Sean O’Neill, Sam Garbutt
Rest of Panel – James Norris, James Kirby, Fionn Gleeson, 
Kieran Kinsella, Ben Moriarty, Tom Reid, Emmet Flynn, Ben 
O’Callaghan, Eoin Morgan, Conor McGowan, Evan Flynn, Kieran 
Doyle, Oisin Reid, Harry Flynn, Luke Falconer, Eddie Brennan, 
John Kenny.
Referee: Anthony Barcoe (Blacks and Whites)

2025 Country Style Foods Junior D Hurling 
Final
Erin’s Own, Castlecomer 0-23; Mooncoin 2-11
Erin’s Own completed a league and championship 
Junior D double with a fully merited six points 
victory over Mooncoin at UPMC Nowlan Park on 
Sunday 24/8/2025.
Anchored by former county underage star Michael 
Murphy, the Comer men were three points clear at 
the interval, always controlled the second half, and 
a resilient display gave them ultimate success.
Comer outscored the Southern side 23 scores to 
13 with Murphy contributing 0-16, which included 
four points from play.
In the opening half 0-10 of the 0-11 scored by 
Erin’s Own came from the undoubted star-man 
Murphy from seven frees, a “65” and 0-2 from play. 
Jake Connery with a 30th minute point was the 
only other Comer scorer.
For Mooncoin, a Lee Treacy goal midway through 
the half, that made the score 1-4 to 0-5, put 
Mooncoin in the lead and Darragh Murphy 
followed with a point two minutes later. They 
would not lead again however as, by the interval, 
Erin’s Own were three points clear.

Half time Erin’s Own 0-11; Mooncoin 1-5
While Mooncoin got the scoring going again in the 
3rd minute of the new half through Aidan Carroll, 
a free in reply from Michael Murphy along with a 
Robert Coogan point from play, left Castlecomer 
0-13 to 1-6 ahead.
By the 21st minute, when a Billy Delahunty point 
reduced the margin to five points, 1-10 to 0-8, 
there was still a glimmer of hope for Mooncoin.
But four successive Castlecomer points killed any 
comeback hopes. These came from a Michael 
Murphy free, two scores from Robert Coogan, and 
a 27th minute point from Liam Wallace. Erin’s Own 
now led 0-22 to 1-10.
Darragh Murphy pointed a free in the 30th minute 
which Ray Wall added to with a Mooncoin goal 
from a penalty, to bring respectability to the 
scoreline.
Michael Murphy had started the scoring, and it 
was fitting that he would end it also with a 64th 
minute pointed free, leaving Erin’s Own victors on 
a score of 0-23 to 2-11.
SCORERS:
Erin’s Own: Michael Murphy (0-16, 11. Frees, 1 “65”), Robert 
Coogan (0-3), Liam Wallace (0-2), Jake Connery (0-1), Adam 
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Brennan (0-1).
Mooncoin: Aidan Carroll (0-4, 1 free), Lee Treacy (1-0), Ray Wall (1-0), Stephen Brennan (0-2) 
Darragh Murphy (0-2, 1 free), Billy Delahunty, Kieran Fagan, Mikey ‘Rico’ Ryan (0-1 each).

Erins Own: Cathal Murphy, Evan Harding, Liam Wallace, Mark Kennedy, Alec Kerr, Damien Fogarty 
(capt), Martin Walsh, Shane Rice, James Mullins, Adam Brennan, Michael Murphy, Robert Coogan, 
Shane Coogan, Jake Connery, Jimmy Comerford.
Substitutes: Used – James Coogan, Bobby Brennan, Jack Comerford, Conor Clarke, Jack Coogan
Rest of Panel – Darragh Normoyle, Ciaran Brennan, Sean McDermott, Owain Comerford, Mick 
Farrell, Aaron Fanning, Michael Whelan, Cathal Dunny, Conor Normoyle, Martin Boran (injured), 
Conor Brophy (injured).
Mooncoin: Paddy Kinsella, Zac Power, Canice Kinsella, Jackie Ryan, Aidan Carroll, Darragh 
Murphy (C), Adam Walsh, Aaron McLaughlin, Kieran Fagan (VC), Sean Walsh, Mikey ‘Rico’ Ryan, 
Billy Delahunty, Stephen Brennan Billy Delahunty Lee Tracey.
Substitutes: Used – J.P. Purcell (for Sean Walsh), Ray Wall, Ciaran Walsh, Eoin McGrath, Sean Wall.
Rest of Panel – Liam Walsh, Mark Fitzgerald, David O’Shea, Jack Ryan, Lee Freyne, Adam Conway, 
Ben O’Hanlon, Joe Delahunty, TJ Mackey, Aidan Dermody, Paudie Purcell, Sean Kearns, Mikey 
Phelan, James Blackmore, Adrian O’Keeffe, Chris Norris, Michael Murphy, Martin Murphy, Sean 
Thornton, Patrick Dermody, Kevin Doyle, Jimmy Barden, Mike O’Keeffe, Jamie Carroll, Darren 
Keane, Chris O’Hanion,  (injured), Jack Tyler, (injured), Sean Brennan  (injured)
Referee: Conor Everard (Graigue Ballycallan).

2025 JJ Kavanagh Junior E Hurling Final
Young Irelands 2-13; Dunnamaggin 1-15
 Young Irelands of Gowran Junior F winning team of 2024 became this years 
Junior E winners with this back-to-back success at UPMC Nowlan Park, with a 
dramatic ‘at the death’ victory in this 2025 E Final.
All the excitement in this contest was provided in the closing stages, and 
particularly the additional minutes added by referee Gavin Quilty.
Following an eight-minute scoreless spell, Sean Kehoe put Young Irelands of 
Gowran 1-11 to 0-11 ahead with a fine point from the new stand side on 51 
minutes, 1-11 to 0-11.
Bill McCormack (Dunnamaggin) and Sean Kehoe (YI) traded points from frees 
in the following two minutes.
McCormack from another free, followed by a goal after a solo through the YI 
defence by Dunnamaggin’s centre forward Dylan Carroll in the 58th minute, 
had the South Kilkenny side a point in front, 1-13 to 1-12.
Ciaran Byrne pointed to equalise for Gowran on the 60th minute.
Then the almost five added minutes of mayhem. Cathal Buckley got a lovely 
Dunnamaggin point from midfield, followed by a Bill McCormack score, and 
‘Dunna were now two points ahead, 1-15 to 1-13. We were already over the 
time by a couple of minutes.
But Young Irelands were not finished, and incredibly Paul Kehoe blasted to the 
Dunnamaggin net and victory went to the Gowran men, 2-13 to 1-15.
What went before had been honest but tame enough fare. Young Irelands led 
1-6 to 0-7 at the interval, their goal scored also by Paul Kehoe midway through 
the half. A free by the same player had YI four points clear in 22 minutes but 
three late ‘Dunna first half points, two by Bill McCormack and the other by 
Cathal Buckley, had Dunnamaggin 0-7 to 1-5 ahead on 28 minutes, 0-7 to 1-5. 
Kehoe (YI) closed out the first half scoring from a free.
The second half sequence began with three unanswered Young Ireland points 
in the opening seven minutes, a Paul Kehoe score from midfield, Ciaran Byrne 
from play, and a Sean Kehoe free, 1-9 to 0-7.
The Junior Board had two American lady tourists watching their first ever 
hurling game in the Ard Chomhairle” seating area, and up to this point they 
had seen just honest endeavour, but the final stages here will have given 
them a lasting memory to take home.
Whilst the crowds were not at the level of the 1997 and 2002 Kilkenny Senior 
hurling finals between the same opponents, the participants, and supporters 
of both sides, gave as much in those closing minutes as any contest that went 
before.
For the winners Paul Kehoe with those goals sealed the contest. Others to 
impress were David Langton, Robin Carey, Sean Kehoe, David Holland, and 
Ciaran Byrne.
Dunnamaggin died with their boots on, as they often say after such close 
encounters. Mark Dowling, Colin Herity, Billy McCormack, Tommy Maher, 
Cathal Buckley, and Dylan Carroll were amongst their strongest warriors.
SCORERS
Young Irelands:  Paul Kehoe (2-1), Sean Kehoe (0-6, 5 frees), David Holland (0-3, 1 sideline), 
Ciaran Byrne (0-2), Shane Simpson (0-1),
Dunnamaggin: Bill McCormack (0-8, 4 frees), Dylan Carroll (1-1), Tommy Maher (0-3, 1 free), 
Cathal Buckley (0-2), Paddy Delaney (0-1).

Young Irelands: Niall Walsh, Martin Carter, Tom Drennan, Michael Lennon, Jack Kennedy Byrne 
David Langton, Shane Simpson, Paul Kinsella, Robin Carey, Sean Kehoe, Johnny Dunphy, Chris 
Nolan, Ciaran Byrne, Paul Kehoe, David Holland.
Substitute: Used – Luke Phelan.
Rest of Panel – Peter Carroll, Stephen Heffernan, Tommy Carroll, Luke O’Donnell, Kieran Phelan, 
Richie Nolan, CJ Delaney, Jack Blagriff, David Drennan, Davey Carter, Ciarán Kavanagh, Martin 
Kelly, Michael Holland, Michael Walsh (injured), Eoin O’Neill (injured).

Dunnamaggin: Canice Hickey, Conor Long, Mark Dowling (C), Michael Costello, David Moore, Colin 
Herity, Darren Coffey, Paddy Delaney, Cathal Buckley, Tommy Maher, Dylan Carroll, Darragh 
Walsh, Bill McCormack, John Staunton, Sean O’Neill.
Substitute: Used – Conor Aylward, Dan O’Neill (for Darragh Walsh), Sean Rossiter, John Hayes, 
Roy Cullen.
Rest of Panel – Adam Kenneally, Jason Doherty, Liam Davis, Killian Tallon, Jason Noonan, Johnny 
Griffin, James Fennelly, Roy Cullen.
Referee: Gavin Quilty (Slieverue).

2025 JJ Kavanagh Junior F Hurling Final
Tullogher Rosbercon 3-15; Mullinavat 1-18
Superior scoring power, particularly in the second half, gave Tullogher 
Rosbercon victory over Mullinavat in Saturday’s Junior F County Final at UPMC 
Nowlan Park.
The Mullinavat lads were looking good at the interval of this final, 1-10 to 1-8 
ahead, having got a goal three minutes into injury time. This is considered to 
be a great time to raise a green flag, but just like Cork in the 2025 All Ireland 
Senior Hurling Final last month, that was not what happened here.
Tullogher Rosbercon added 2-7 to Mullinavat’s 0-8 in the second period, and 
more importantly the Vegas lads only recorded a single point from play after 
the interval.
This Tullogher Rosbercon Junior F team had narrowly lost the league final to St 
Lachtain’s, and more than made amends on this occasion.
The defeat was further Junior F heartbreak for Mullinavat, a fourth successive 
final defeat at this grade, having previously lost to Conahy Shamrocks (2022), 
Windgap (2023) and Young Ireland’s (2024). ‘Close, but no cigar’ again here!
Tullogher Rosbercon made the better start with two early points from Dean 
Kinsella and a Richie Aylward free.
Stephen Law opened the Vegas account with a fourth minute free, but Richie 
Aylward got a TR goal two minutes later, 1-2 to 0-1.
Mullinavat eventually settled and by the 16th minute had registered six 
unanswered points.
A sequence of a Stephen Law free, a Jake Morrissey point, Law with a 
100-metre free, Morrissey again, a Darren Kenneally point and then a third 
Morrissey score.
Points from Dean Kinsella and Richie Aylward levelled affairs, 1-4 to 0-7.
Luke Byrne Doyle put Mullinavat ahead but two pointed scores from placed 
balls by Richie Aylward sandwiched a Dean Kinsella point. TR now led 1-7 to 
0-8.
Stephen Law (M) and Billy Ryan (TR) exchanged scores on the half hour.
Luke Byrne Doyle pointed for Mullinavat on 32 minutes and then Billy 
Delahunty got the already mentioned goal from close in after a Pat Mulhearne 
catch.
Half Time Mullinavat 1-10; Tullogher Rosbercon 1-8.
A Tullogher goal right after the interval by Dean Kinsella signalled a 
momentum switch to this game.
Luke Byrne Doyle (M) and Billy Ryan (TR) swopped points in the next few 
minutes, 2-9 to 1-11.
Pointed frees by Law on 37 and 39 minutes had Mullinavat back in front.
In the next seven minutes Tullogher Rosbercon added 1-3 to move five points 
clear.
Marc Lawlor was the goal-scorer after a nice lay-off from a colleague.
A Stephen Law free reduced the margin on 47 minutes, but in the next five 
minutes Richard Aylward and Billy Ryan from midfield left TR six clear, 3-14 to 
1-14 by the 48th minute.
To their credit Mullinavat did not panic and four Stephen Law frees in the 
closing twelve minutes left just two points in it 1-18 to 3-14.
Billy Ryan made it a three-point deficit with a score from distance in the 
61st minute, and, while the Vegas lads had late half chances, the Tullogher 
Rosbercon lads held on for victory.
SCORERS:
Tullogher Rosbercon:  Richie Aylward (1-5, 3 frees), Dean Kinsella (1-3), Billy Ryan (0-6, 2 frees), 
Marc Lawlor (1-0), Padraig Dooley (0-1).
Mullinavat: Stephen Law (0-11, 11 frees), Jake Morrissey (0-3), Darren Kenneally (0-1), Luke 
Byrne Doyle (0-3), Billy Delahunty (1-0)

Tullogher Rosbercon:  Eoin Ryan, Tony Conway, Dara Murray, Sam Ryan, Johnny Murphy John 
Hartley, Anthony Cottrell, Billy Ryan, Terrance Croke, Frank Murphy, Marc Lawlor, Ronan Moore 
Dean Kinsella, Richard Aylward, Philip Walsh.
Substitutes: Used – Padraig Dooley for Ronan Moore, Sean Ryan for Philip Walsh, Liam Murphy 
for Frank Murphy, Joe Malone.
Rest of Panel – Liam Walsh, Paul Manning, James Murphy, Brian O’Shea, Jamie Power, Matt 
Rossiter, Fergal O’Shea, Evan Fitzgerald, Keelan Ryan, Liam O’Neill, Finbarr Kelly, Robert Hartley, 
James Mullaly, Sean Meaney, James Banville, Dylan Morrissey, Evan Morrissey, Dara McGrath.
Mullinavat:
Cormac McEvoy, Declan Duggan, Tommy Lannigan (VC), Jamie Dempsey, Daniel Holden, James 
Dalton, Darren Kenneally, Jake Morrissey (captain), Daniel Walsh, Luke Byrne Doyle, Stephen 
Law, Billy Delahunty, Jack Byrne Doyle, Pat Mulhearne, John Reade.
Substitutes: Used – Gavin Maher for John Reade, Jamie Walshe for Jamie Dempsey, Ryan Bland 
for Jack Byrne Doyle, Louis Madigan for Declan Duggan.
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Rest of Panel – Ross Conway, Thomas Jones, Darragh Tynan, Ciaran Holden, Richie Kenneally, 
Richie Cunningham, Sean O’Keeffe, Mick Holden, Gavin Morrissey.
Referee: Jamie Carroll (Mooncoin).

HURLING LEAGUE FINALS 

JJ Kavanagh & Sons Junior A Hurling League Final.
Dunnamaggin 2-14 (20) Shamrocks 1-16 (19)
Dunnamaggin, appearing in the Junior A league final for a third consecutive 
year, made it two wins from three (the other was in 2023), with a single point 
victory in the Junior A league final at Mullinavat.
On a lovely afternoon for hurling, and on an excellent surface, this was a well 
contested contest between two local rivals.
The sides were tied at 0-3 each after the opening ten minutes, Comor Lawton, 
and two Ruaidhri Holden frees for Dunnamaggin, Stephen Barron (free), 
Liam Barron, and a lovely distance point from midfield by Conor Walsh for 
Shamrocks.
Conor Lawton got a Dunnamaggin goal soon afterwards, this, following a 
Ruaidhri Holden goal effort being well saved. A Holden pointed free followed, 
making it 1-4 to 0-3.
Shamrocks had their best spell of the game between the 16th and 23rd 
minutes with five unanswered points, to take the lead 0-8 to 1-4. Two scores 
from play by Larry Cody splitting three frees by Stephen Barron.
Dunnamaggin regained their lead with two scores from the lively Noah Cahill 
and a Ruaidhri Holden “65”.
Cian Cullen (BS) and Anthony Kearney (D) exchanged points before a Stephen 
Barron free closed out the first half scoring.
Half Time Dunnamaggin 1-8: Shamrocks 0-10.
Holden with a free for Dunnamaggin, and Stephen Barron free exchanged 
scores early in the new half, as did the same two players a few minutes later.
Stephen Barton levelled the game, before Dunnamaggin recorded a vital 
second goal in the twelfth minute. The ball broke perfectly for Dunnamaggin, 
and Kieran Bergin made no mistake from close range (2-10 to 1-13). It was end-
to-end from here to the finish and when Larry Cody goaled with two minutes 
remaining, levelling matters, 1-16 to 2-13, it looked like we were heading for 
extra time.
However, a late point by Dunnamaggin captain Anthony Kearney mesnt that 
he would be the one receiving the Junior A League trophy for 2025.
Full Time Dunnamaggin 2-14 (20) Shamrocks 1-16 (19).
Dunnamaggin had fine performances from goalie Cathal Walsh, Jack Brett, 
Ruaidhri Holden, Kieran Bergin, Anthony Kearney and Conor Lawton.
Shamrocks were unlucky losers with players like Brian Butler, Colin Walsh, Larry 
Cody along with Stephen and Liam Barron, giving their best throughout.
Both sides should be there or thereabouts come the 2025 Junior A 
championship.
Scorers: 
Dunnamaggin: Ruaidhri Holden (0-7, 5 frees), Conor Lawton (1-1), Kieran Bergin (1-1), Anthony 
Kearney (0-3), Noah Cahill (0-2).
Shamrocks Ballyhale: Stephen Barron (0-9, 6 frees), Larry Cody (1-2), Conor Walsh (0-2, 1 “65”), 
Liam Barron, Cian Cullen, Luke Donnelly (0-1 each).
Teams:
Dunnamaggin: Cathal Walsh, Sean Lawton, Jack Brett, Pierce Costello, Jamie Tallon, Alex Moore, 
Jimmy O’Neill, Colin Fitzpatrick, Ross O’Neill, Dylan Crehan, Kieran Bergin Ruaidhri Holden, Noah 
Cahill Anthony Kearney (C) Conor Lawton
Substitutes: Killian Tallon, Kieran Buckley, Andrew Fitzpatrick, Cathal Buckley, Mick Costello, Conor 
Ay/ward, Colin Herity, David Moore, Sean Carroll, J J Dunphy, John Hayes, Eoin Sheil, Ciarán Hickey, 
Thomas Deegan, Liam Davis
Selectors: Tom McCormack, Andrew O’Neill, PJ O’Keeffe.
Shamrocks Ballyhale: Patrick Hearne, Cian Walsh Brian Butler (VC), Tom Cleere, Gavin Butler! 
Conor Walsh, Cian Cullen, Luke Donnelly, Larry Cody, Liam Barron, Luke Donnelly, Stephen Barron, 
Jack Holden, Rian Shefflin, Kevin Fennelly, Conor Phelan (captain).
Substitutes: Sean Shefflin for Jack Holden, Liam Fitzpatrick for Brian Butler (blood injury), Michael 
Kenneally, Sean Reade, John Shortall, Sean og O’Farrell.
Manager: Enda Fitzpatrick. Selectors: Pat Cullen, Patrick Phelan, & Sean Reid.
Referee: Paul Whelan.

JJ Kavanagh & Sons Junior B Hurling League Final
Glenmore 3-18; St. Lachtain’s 1-16
Glenmore emerged victorious over St Lachtain’s, Freshford in the Junior B 
Hurling League Final at Larchfield.
Overall, the Southern team were the better on this occasion, led by six points at 
the interval, 2-10 to 0-10 and fully deserved this victory.
Two first half goals in the 17th and 19th minutes, the first from Jason Cody, and 
the other, an excellent individual goal from Robbie Fitzgerald, put Glenmore 
in control. In fact, Glenmore could have raised a few more green flags by the 
interval, while a series of converted frees from Alan Rafter kept St Lachtains in 
touch.
To the Freshford men’s credit they took advantage of the strong wind in the 
new half, and when John Fitzpatrick goaled midway through, there was just a 
point between them.
Glenmore regrouped, and when Aaron O’Neill scored a goal from close range 

on 25 minutes, they were back five points clear and held on for a deserved 
victory.
Teams: –
Glenmore:
Mikey Kirwan, Padraig Cody (VC), Sean Duggan, Shane Duhig, Colm Doherty, Richard Hennessy 
(C), Jack Ryan, Darragh Hartley, Jack Dollard, David Burke, Dean Croke, Colm Roche, Aaron O’Neill 
Robbie Fitzgerald Jason Cody
Substitutes:
Davey Aylward, Eoin Roche, Ethan Phelan, Emmitt Vereker, David Walsh, Stephan Cody, PJ Roche, 
James Hendrick, Michael Phelan, Jack Cody, Paul Brophy, Ciaran Vereker, Cathal Sheehan, Paddy 0 
Connor, Evan Hallagan
Managment: Darren Aylward, Ciaran Foran, Ger Aylward, John Cody, Paul Kirby.
St Lachtain’s:
Jordan Burke, Cathal Bowden, Lachtain Kennedy Jack Hickey, Darragh Quinn, Jerry Bergin, 
Paul White, Conor Dalton, Alan Rafter, Cian Dawson (VC), John Fitzpatrick, Cathal Power, Philip 
Campion, Darragh Maher, Cian Donnelly
Substitutes:
Mark Nolan, Marty Campion, John Campion, Declan Killeen, Colin McGree, Jack Whitty, Jimmy 
Cantwell, Evan Landers, James O’Connor, Matthew Durnan, Michael Murphy, Jamie Denieffe, 
Leo White, Caitlin McCabe, Luke Phelan Cian Leahy,, John Bowden (Capt). , Harry Burke, Conor 
Dommelly, Bobby Darcy.
Management: Joe Dermody, Tommy Kennedy, Jim Costelloe, Patrick Donnelly, James Burke.
Referee: John McCormack.

Iverk Produce Junior C Hurling League Final
Piltown 3-17; Lisdowney 3-13.
Piltown Junior C hurlers beat Lisdowney in a high scoring hurling League Final 
at St John’s Park.
Lisdowney led by a point at halftime, 3-5 to 1-10, but two second half goals 
from the North Kilkenny side made the difference as Piltown went on to win 
by four points.
Both sides had been close to winning the C league in recent years, Piltown in 
2022 and Lisdowney last year.
Teams:
Piltown:
Pauric Wall, Ben Moriarty, Joe Cooney Michael O’Dwyer, Gavin Flynn, Tom Kenny, Eoin Reid (C), 
Sean O’Neill, Henry Culleton, DJ Knox, Robbie Culleton, Ben O’Callaghan Emmet Flynn
Sam Garbutt, James Kirby
Substitutes:
James Norris, Shane Walsh, Fionn Gleeson, Kieran Kinsella, John Kenny., Tom Reid, Neil Moriarty, 
Aidan Friend, Cormac Cummins, Conor McGowan, Evan Flynn, Kieran Doyle, Oisin Reid, Harry 
Flynn, Kevin Brophy.
Management Team: PJ Fahy, JP McGrath, Philly Kenny, Denis Lawlor.
Lisdowney:
Rory Hickey, Jack McGree, Ray Fitzpatrick, Matthew Banville, Niall Mackey, Peter Bergin, Conor 
Tallis, Noah Scott, Joe Bergin, Edward Kenny, Niall Kenny (C), Gary O’Sullivan, Tadhg Blanchfield 
Dean McCann (VC) Matthew Grogan
Substitutes:
Peter 0 Sullivan, Lee McCann, Evan Perry, Eoin Delahunty, Billy Grogan, Evan Perry, Seamus 
Murphy, Liam O’Gorman, Aaron Fogarty, Patrick Kennedy, Brian Campion, Jack O’Sullivan inj), 
Conor O’Gorman (inj), Luke Moore (inj), Paddy Bowden,Niall O’Hara
Management: Paul Murphy, John O’Loughlin, David Dowling, Eddie Hickey.
Referee: Patrick O’Reilly.
 
Countystyle Foods County Junior D Hurling League Final
Erin’s Own 3-20; Dicksboro 0-15
Erin’s Own, Castlecomer, Junior E league winners in 2023, moved another step 
up the junior grade pyramid, with a comfortable victory over Dicksboro at 
Palmerstown on Friday evening last.
Despite a man of the match showing by Dicksboro youngster Thomas Treacy, 
who recorded all bar one point of his sides total, there was no joy for the home 
side on this occasion.
Erin’s Own made the quicker start with an early 1-1, from a Michael Murphy 
free, and a Shane Holden goal. Ciaran Power opened the Boro scoring, followed 
by a Thomas Treacy score.
A Michael Murphy free and an Adam Brennan score left Comer four clear, 1-3 to 
0-2, with eight minutes gone.
From here to the first half water break, back by popular demand on this humid 
evening, the eventual winners ourscored Dicksboro 0-8 to 0-2. Unlike ‘Boro, 
Erins Own had a good spread on their scorers with Martin Boran, Michael 
Murphy, James Coogan, Shane Holden, along with Adam and Ciaran Brennan 
all contributing. Erins own now led 1-11 to 0-4.
By the interval James Coogan, Martin Walsh and two Michael Murphy points, 
the first a free, all recorded Castlecomer points, with Treacy getting four back 
for Dicksboro in the same period
Half time Erins Own 1-15; Dicksboro 0-8.
After the break Boro looked like a comeback might be possible, thanks to three 
early frees from Treacy. However, a goal from Shane Holden and an Adam 
Brennan pointed free, restored the Erin’s Own dominance. By the second half 
water break, Comer were ten points clear, 2-17 to 0-13.
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James Coogan got a goal late on for Erin’s Own, as they headed towards victory, 
on a night when the Dicksboro forward line did not function.
Full time Erin’s Own 3-20; Dicksboro 0-15.
This was a well-deserved victory for Erin’s Own, who must now be favourites 
for the championship in this grade. Players such as James Mullins, Martin Walsh 
Shane Holden, James Coogan, and former county minor star Michael Murphy 
were excellent on this evening.
Dicksboro lacked scorers other than Thomas Treacy and never looked likely to 
overcome the Northern side in this contest.
Scorers: –
Erin’s Own: Shane Holden (2-1), James Coogan (1-4), Michael Murphy (0-6, 3 frees), Adam Brennan 
(0-5, 1 free), Martin Boran (0-1), Ciaran Brennan (0-1), Martin Walsh (0-1), Jimmy Comerford (0-
1).
Dicksboro:
Thomas Treacy (0-14, 10 frees), Ciaran Power (0-1).

Erin’s Own:
Cathal Murphy, Evan Harding, Liam Wallace, Mark Kennedy, Alec Kerr James Mullins, Martin 
Walsh, Shane Rice, Martin Boran (C), Jimmy Comerford Michael Murphy Adam Brennan, Shane 
Holden, Ciarán Brennan, James Coogan.
Substitutes: Mick Farrell for Liam Wallace, Darragh Normoyle for Ciaran Brennan, Jack Coogan 
for Jimmy Comerford, Sean McDermott for Alec Kerr, Damien Fogarty, Conor Normoyle, Michael 
Whelan, Bobby Brennan, Jake Coogan.
Manager: Keith Normoyle.
Selectors: Tommy Nolan, Dermot Wallace. Physio: Ciara Normoyle
Dicksboro:
Enda O’Donoghue, Eoin McCormack, Philip Hogan, Evan Rowe, Fionn McGarry, Shane O’Brien Sean 
Cullen (C), Cormac Kennedy, Thomas Treacy, James Murphy, Liam Stynes, Killian Dollard, David 
Mulroonet (VC), Graham Egan, Ciarán Power
Substitutes: Luke Bourke, Eamon O’Reilly., TJ Stynes, Colm Sweeney, Collins Connolly, David 
Doheny, Steve Rochford, Liam Lenihan, Enda Kavanagh, Willie Cuddihy, Jesse Watter
Management Team: Donnacha Lonergan, Brian Fitzpatrick, Conor O’ Grady, Pat Carroll, Phil 
Comerford.
Referee: Gay Rafter.

JJ Kavanagh Kilkenny Junior E League Final 
Dunnamaggin 0-18; O’Loughlin Gaels 1-10 
Dunnamaggin made it two Kilkenny Junior League titles in five days when 
winning the Roinn E final, sponsored by JJ Kavanagh, at Gowran on Friday 
27/6/2025.
This grade might be “division 8” in the Kilkenny hurling pyramid, but the 
standard of play, and the competitiveness of both teams were five-star, as both 
sides gave their all from start to finish.
There is a saying amongst inter county hurlers that it starts and finishes with 
the club, the two centre backs here were proof of this, Dunnamaggin stalwart 
Colin Herity and Alan Geogheghan of O’Loughlin Gaels. Both have operated 
at premier levels in the past for their clubs, but both continue to compete and 
help their sides.
Dunnamaggin made the early running in this contest with three early points 
from Darragh Walsh (2) and Bill McCormack.
Shane Maher opened the city sides account soon afterwards, his team assisted 
by a significant breeze.  Points by Tim Doherty and a pointed free from 
youngster Noah Cahill left ‘Dunna 0-5 to 0-1 clear.
O’Loughlin’s got a grip of the game in the second quarter, outscoring their 
opponents 0-5 to 0-2 in this period. One score deserves special mention, a 
beautiful sideline cut, into the breeze, from 50 yards by Dunnamaggin full 
forward Bill McCormack.
Half Time O’Loughlin Gaels 0-8; Dunnamaggin 0-7.
One minute into the new half the city side got the games only goal to move 
four points clear. Michael Butler the scorer after a lively attack.
Dunnamaggin’s response to this was what finally gave them victory, a sequence 
of five unanswered points, for them to regain the lead by the 36th minute.
A Noah Cahill free, along with further points from John Staunton, Tim Doherty, 
Colin Herity and another Cahill free, were the contributors. It was now 
Dunnamaggin 0-12 to 1-8 clear.
O’ Loughlin’s briefly regained the lead midway through the second half with 
two Shane Maher points, the first a free, but from here on there was only going 
to be one winner.
Another batch of six unanswered points saw the Junior E trophy head to South 
Kilkenny.
The scoring sequence was John Staunton, Noah Cahill, Conor Lawton, a Noah 
Cahill free, along with two placed ball scores from Colin Herity (“65”) and Ciaran 
Hickey.
Dunnamaggin did finish a man short following a later red card, but they were 
always looking winners in the final quarter.
Defending has always been the main attribute of Dunnamaggin teams, and 
here the likes of Kieran Buckley, Colin Herity and Pierce Costello continued that 
tradition. Others to impress were the midfield combination Thomas Deegan 
and Colin Lawton. Up front Billy McCormack, John Staunton and Noah Cahill 
were strong performers,

O’Loughlin’s were served well by Sean Kiely, Jack Kearns, Harry Nolan and 
Shane Maher.
Referee Colin Tobin and his linesmen did a professional job in a very entertaining contest.
Scorers: –
Dunnamaggin: Noah Cahill (0-5, 4 frees), Tim Dohrtyy (0-3), Darragh Walsh (0-2) Bill McCormack 
0-2. 1 sideline), Tim Doherty (0-2), Colin Herity (0-2, 1 “65”), Conor Lawton (0-1), Ciaran Hicley 
(0-1).
O’Loughlin Gaels:
Shane Maher (0-7, 5 frees), Michael Butler (1-0), Fevin Rowe (0-1) , Aaron Maher (0-1), Joe Bolger 
(0-1).

Dunnamaggin:
Canice Hickey, Conor Long, Mark Dowling (C), Kieran Buckley, Paddy Delaney, Colin Herity, Pierce 
Costello, Thomas Deegan, Conor Lawton, Cathal Buckley, Dylan Carroll, Darragh Walsh, Noah 
Cahill, Bill McCormack Tim Doherty.
Substitutes: Used – John Staunton for Billy McCormack, Ciaran Hickey for Darragh Walsh, Jamie 
Tallon.
Rest of Panel – David Moore, Michael Costello, Darren Coffey, Sean Rossiter, Tommy Maher, Jason 
Doherty, John Hayes, Jason Noonan, Johnny Griffin, James Fennelly, Jamie Tallon.
Manager: Ciaran Moore. Selectors: William Kearney, Gerry Carroll, Padraig Lawton.
 
O’Loughlin Gaels: Daniel McCormack, Michael Twomey, Sean Kiely, Jack Kearns, Peter McNamara, 
Alan Geoghegan, Kieran Delaney, Mark Croghan (C), Harry Nolan, Michael Butler, Kevin Rowe, 
Aaron Maher, Joe Bolger, Cathal O’Leary, Shane Maher.
Substitutes: Used – Conor Murphy, Eddie Kearns for Cathal O’Leary, Jack Sinnott for Joe Bolger, 
Frank Noukeu for Kevin Rowe, Fionn Lawlor for Shane Maher.
Rest of Panel – Michael Lambert, Josh Owens, Gavin Mahony, Fionn Lawlor, Vincent Wallace, Sean 
Cahalane,
Rest of Panel – Eddie Kearns, Jack Sinnott, Luke Hanrahan, Daniel Walsh, Conor Murphy, Jack 
Aylmer, Tadhg Crowley, Ben Tyrrell, Joe Leydon, Luke Quigley (inj), CJ MC Chamcheu (inj).
Management: Andy Cantwell, Aidan Fogarty, Austin Cooney.
Referee: Colin Tobin
 
JJ Kavanagh Junior F League Final
St Lachtain’s 0-20; Tullogher Rosbercon 0-18.
St Lachtain’s, appearing in a fifth consecutive JJ Kavanagh Kilkenny Junior F League Final, made it 
three successive titles after a hard-fought contest at sweltering Danesfort on Sunday 29/6/2025.
This was a toughly contested contest, with no quarters asked or given, before Freshford finally 
edged their Southern opponents by just two points.
Star of the show for St Lachtain’s was midfielder Cian Donnelly who finished with 0-16, ten of 
which were from placed balls and six from play.
Twenty minutes into the half St Lachtain’s were just a point ahead, but four of the last five points at 
the interval had them 0-12 to 0-8 ahead.
Tullogher Rosbercon stayed in touch all through the second half but the accuracy of Donnelly, 
particularly in a game where plenty of frees were on offer, made all the difference. Dean Kinsella 
was the Tullogher Rosbercon free taker, and he too finished with quiet the total, 0-12 with eleven 
from frees.
St Lachtain’s had star performances from their captain Darragh Quinn, Marty and Philip Campion 
and Colin McGree. Full forward Ben Dermody and star man Cian Donnelly never faltered in their 
efforts.
Tullogher Rosbercon were always only a score or two away from ultimate success. Billy Ryan, Dean 
Kinsella and Richard Aylward were amongst their top performers.
Three league titles in a row at once means Freshford are installed as the team to beat in the 2025 
championship.
Scorers:
St Lachtain’s:
Cian Donnelly (0-16, 9 frees, 1 “65”), Colin McGree, Jordan Burke, Jack Whitty, Ben Dermody (0-1 
each).
Tullogher Rosbercon:
Dean Kinsella (0-12, 11 frees), Richard Aylward (0-2), Billy Ryan, James Cummins, Kevin Aylward, 
Richard Aylward (0-1 each)

St Lachtain’s: Robbie Dowling, Caillin McCabe, Darragh Quinn (C) James O’Connor, Marty Campion, 
Philip Campion, Colin McGree, Matthew Durnan, Cian Donnelly, Declan Killeen, Shea Burke, Jordan 
Burke, Jack Whitty, Ben Dermody, Sean Counihan.
Substitutes Used – David Burke, Mark Nolan for Sean Counihan, Jonathon Doheny for Ben 
Dermody., Luke Phelan
Rest of Panel – Michael Murphy, Leo White, Kevin Dalton, Nicholas Maher, Jimmy Cantwell, Jamie 
Denieffe, Cathal Bowden, Fergal Tobin, Evan Landers, Jack Dalton, John Dooley, Cian Leahy
Management: Eamon Ryan, David Martin, Owen Dalton, JP Kavanagh, David Burke.
Tullogher Rosbercon: Eoin Ryan, John Hartley, , Dara Murray, Sam Ryan, Niall Cummins, Anthony 
Cottrell(C), Terrance Croke, Ronan Moore, Billy Ryan, Dean Kinsella, Marc Lawlor, James Cummins, 
Kevin Aylward, Richard Aylward Joe Malone
SubstitutesUsed – Philip Walsh for Mark Lawlor, Brian O’Shea for James Cummins.
Rest of Panel – Padraig Dooley, Tony Conway, Dylan Morrissey, Paul Manning, John Murphy, Matt 
Rossiter, Jamie Power, Evan Fitzgerald, Liam Murphy, Fergal O’Shea, Liam Walsh, Evan Morrissey, 
Keelan Ryan, Finbarr Kelly, Robert Hartley, James Mullally, Sean Meaney, James Banville, Liam 
O’Neill, James Murphy, Frank Murphy
Management Ted Cullinane & Declan Grennan.
Referee: Jack Miller (Piltown).
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Conor Dowling (Kilmacow) Receives Conor Dowling (Kilmacow) Receives 
the Junior C Trophy From Pat Cooney the Junior C Trophy From Pat Cooney 

Junior Board ChairmanJunior Board Chairman

Damien Fogarty Cpt Erins Own Damien Fogarty Cpt Erins Own 
Receives the Junior D TrophyReceives the Junior D Trophy

Dean Grennan Cpt Mount Leinster Dean Grennan Cpt Mount Leinster 
Rangers Receives The Kevin Fennelly Rangers Receives The Kevin Fennelly 

Trophy From Jim FennellyTrophy From Jim Fennelly

David Fitzgerald Cpt Tullaroan David Fitzgerald Cpt Tullaroan 
Receives The Junior A Trophy From Receives The Junior A Trophy From 

Jack Kavanagh.Jack Kavanagh.

Sean Kehoe Cpt Young Irelands Sean Kehoe Cpt Young Irelands 
Receives The Junior E Trophy From Receives The Junior E Trophy From 

Paul Kavanagh SponsorPaul Kavanagh Sponsor

Darragh Quinn Cpt St Lactains Darragh Quinn Cpt St Lactains 
Receives the Junior F League Final Receives the Junior F League Final 

Trophy From  Pat CooneyTrophy From  Pat Cooney

CAPTAINS AND CUPSCAPTAINS AND CUPS

Anthony Cottrell Cpt Tullogher Anthony Cottrell Cpt Tullogher 
Rosbercon Winners of the Junior Rosbercon Winners of the Junior 

F FinalF Final

Eoin Reid Cpt Piltown receives the Eoin Reid Cpt Piltown receives the 
junior C League Trophy from Rory junior C League Trophy from Rory 
Williams  SPonsors Iverk ProduceWilliams  SPonsors Iverk Produce

Richie Hennessey Cpt Glenmore Richie Hennessey Cpt Glenmore 
Winners of the Junior B FinalWinners of the Junior B Final

Anthony Kearney Cpt Dunamaggin Anthony Kearney Cpt Dunamaggin 
Receives the Junior Roinn A Receives the Junior Roinn A 

League Trophy From Pat DunphyLeague Trophy From Pat Dunphy
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KILKENNY SUPPORTERS CLUBKILKENNY SUPPORTERS CLUB

Rásaí na gCapall 2025Rásaí na gCapall 2025
Gowran Park, Saturday Nov 8th 2025

Photos: Willie Dempsey
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SUCCESS AND HEARTBREAKSUCCESS AND HEARTBREAK 2nd Level Report by Michael O’Leary

Kilkenny CBS - Leinster SH Finalists 2025Kilkenny CBS - Leinster SH Finalists 2025

St Kieran’s - Leinster SH Champions 2025St Kieran’s - Leinster SH Champions 2025

Grennan College - Leinster Roinn D Champions and All Ireland Finalists 2025Grennan College - Leinster Roinn D Champions and All Ireland Finalists 2025
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Ned Quinn

ALWAYS SUPPORTING

GRAIGUE BALLYCALLAN
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St Kieran’s SH Panel 2020St Kieran’s SH Panel 2020

Grennan Captain, Alex Begley, receives the Leinster TrophyGrennan Captain, Alex Begley, receives the Leinster Trophy

SCHOOLS HURLING 

St. Kieran’s win Leinster final shootout 
following a thriller

Leinster Colleges Senior Hurling Roinn A 
Final

St. Kieran’s College 1-25, Kilkenny CBS 
2-22.

(St. Kieran’s win 3-0 on penalties)

City neighbours St. Kieran’s College and 
Kilkenny CBS served up a cliffhanger, in one 
of the great schools matches played in the 
Leinster Colleges Senior Hurling Roinn A Final 
in January. In a match that will live long in the 
memory, the teams were level at half-time, full-
time and at the end of extra-time as penalties 
were required to decide the outcome.
Goals from the penalty spot by Jake Mullen, 
Noah Manogue and Cian Phelan secured 
victory following an epic struggle, as they won 
the Leinster Senior Colleges title for the 58th 
time.

A John Fitzpatrick goal on the stroke of half-
time brought Kierans level at 1-9 to 0-12, and 
that was followed by a brace of points shortly 
after half-time from Noah Manogue and 
Ruairi Murphy to put them two points ahead. 
However, Kilkenny CBS took over with prolific 
free-taker Patrick Lacey leading the way, as 
he scored five points from frees in succession 
to put them 0-17 to 1-11 ahead. St. Kieran’s 
responded with Noah Manogue and Jake 
Mullen leading the way, and on the stroke of 
full-time in injury-time they were on the cusp of 
victory as they led 1-18 to 0-18. There was one 
final twist in the tail though, as the outstanding 
Patrick Lacey fired home a brilliant goal to 
force extra-time at 1-18 each.
The advantage swung both ways throughout 
extra-time and during the second half of the 
additional period, St. Kieran’s led 1-23 to 
1-21 but the drama was far from finished.  
An Anthony Clifford goal put The CBS lads 
a point ahead (2-21 to 1-23) with just a few 
minutes remaining, but St. Kieran’s replied 
with points from Ed Lauhoff and Jake Mullen 
as they regained the initiative. However, Zak 
O’Halloran had the final say in extra-time 
as he fired over the leveller, and it was onto 
penalties as Kieran’s defended their title 
following the conclusion of one of the great 
schools matches.
College scores: Noah Manogue 0-13(0-10 
frees), Ed Lauhoff and Jake Mullan (0-2 
frees) 0-4 each, John Fitzpatrick 1-0, Sean 
Deely, Louis Raggett, Sam Hayes and Ruairi 
Murphy 0-1 each.
CBS scores; Patrick Lacey 1-12(0-7 
frees 0-1’65), Anthony Clifford 1-2, Ollie 
O’Donovan 0-4, Cian Byrne, Zak O’Halloran, 
Josh Dowling and Paddy O’Brien 0-1 each.
St. Kierans College: Luke Lawlor (Clara), 
Mikey Rohan (Carrickshock), Evan Murphy 
(Dicksboro), Conor Brophy (Erins Own), Sam 
Hayes (Danesfort), Jake Mullen (Ballyhale 
Shamrocks), David Barcoe (Clara), Ed 
Lauhoff (James Stephens), Louis Raggett 
(Dicksboro), Jim Conlon (Young Irelands), 
Sean Deely (James Stephens), Noah 
Manogue (James Stephens), Bill McDermott 
(James Stephens), Ciallin Brennan 
(Tullaroan), John Fitzpatrick (Ballyhale 
Shamrocks).
Subs: Eoghan Cahill (Graigue-Ballycallan), 
Ruairi Murphy (Mt. Leinster Rangers), 
Darragh Coverdale (Danesfort), Cian Phelan 
(Young Irelands).

Kilkenny CBS: Daniel McCormack 
(O’Loughlin Gaels), Matthew Bolger (St. 
Martins), Oisin Henderson (Dicksboro), 
Conor Barcoe (Thomastown), Kealan 
Barcoe (Young Irelands), Josh Dowling (St. 
Martin’s), Patrick Purcell (Barrow Rangers), 
Donnchadh Hennessy (Dicksboro), 
Paddy O’Brien (John Lockes), Cian 
Byrne (O’Loughlin Gaels), Patrick Lacey 
(Dicksboro), Niall Drennan (Galmoy), Zac 
Scanlon (James Stephens), Anthony Clifford 
(Dicksboro), Ollie O’Donovan (John Lockes).
Subs: Sam O’Shea (Dicksboro), Zak 
O’Halloran John Lockes), James Cleere 
(Dickboro).
Unfortunately, there was no joy for St. Kierans 
or Kilkenny CBS in The All-Ireland series.
Kilkenny CBS lost 1-21 to 0-20 against 

Colaiste Bhaile Chlair of Clare/Galway in the 
All-Ireland quarter-final in Banagher, as a late 
Ronan Duggan goal put paid to their hopes 
of progressing in the competition, while St. 
Kieran’s prospects of three-in-a-row ended 
with a 4-16 to 2-14 defeat against Presentation 
Athenry in the All-Ireland semi-final in Bansha.

All Ireland Final heartbreak for Grennan

All-Ireland Senior Colleges Roinn D Hurling 
Final (Niall McInerney Cup)

Colaiste Phobal Roscrea 1-15, 
Grennan College Thomastown 2-11.

It was All-Ireland final heartbreak for Grennan 
College, Thomastown as they lost out by 
the slenderest of margins to Colaiste Phobal 

Donnchadh Hennessy attempting  to get away from Ed LauhoffDonnchadh Hennessy attempting  to get away from Ed Lauhoff

Sean Deely, Capt  St Kieran’s, receives the Leinster Colleges TrophySean Deely, Capt  St Kieran’s, receives the Leinster Colleges Trophy
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Roscrea in SETU Carlow on St. Patrick’s 
weekend.
The majority of the players involved were 
attempting an All-Ireland double after winning 
the All-Ireland Senior Soccer Cup Final against 
St. Peter’s Community School of Passage 
West (Cork), and hopes were high that they 
could achieve that feat.
Grennan College defeated Ramsgrange 
Community School, Wexford to win the 
Leinster Final, before brushing aside Mercy 
College Woodford of Galway in the All-Ireland 
semi-final with consummate ease to qualify for 
an All-Ireland final showdown with the North 
Tipp school.
Grennan College made the perfect start in the 
All-Ireland final with a brilliantly taken goal by 
Conor Monks in the 3rd minute, but with the 
advantage of a strong wind behind them, 
Colaiste Phobal Roscrea  fought back and with 
points from Gearoid Maher, Player of the Match 
Seamie Cleere and James Sampson they led 
0-9 to 1-5 at half-time. By the 40th minute, 
The Roscrea School led 0-14 to 1-9 before a 
brilliant solo goal by Colm Treacy put Grennan 
back in front by a point,  2-9 to 0-14. However, 
that joy was short lived as a Paul Dooley goal 
put Colaiste Phobal back in the ascendancy 
entering the final quarter. 1-14 to 2-9.  Eoghan 
Byrne and Eanna O’Keeffe added points either 
side of Sam Dooley, as the minimum separated 
the teams entering the final 5 minutes. 1-15 
to 2-11. No more scores were registered over 
the final ten minutes of playing time including 
injury-time, as Grennan College came up short 
by the narrowest of margins.
Scorers; Colm Treacy 1-5 (0-1 free), Conor 
Monks 1-0, Eanna O’Keeffe 0-3, Sean 
Denieffe, Jamie Cassin and Eoghan Byrne 
0-1 each.

Grennan College; Adam Barden 
(Bennettsbridge), Rory Tobin (Tullogher-
Rosbercon), Jimmy Hennessy (Rower-
Inistioge), Evan Fitzgerald (Tullogher-
Rosbercon), Daragh Dack (Thomastown), 
Tyler Nolan (Thomastown), Conor Kelly 
(Thomastown), Alex Begley (Thomastown), 
Colm Treacy (Thomastown), Eanna O’Keeffe 
(Thomastown), Odhran McGorry (Rower-
Inistioge), Eoghan Byrne (Rower-Inistioge), 
Conor Monks (Thomastown), Sean Denieffe 
(Thomastown), Jamie Cassin (Dicksboro).
Subs used: Tadhg McMahon (Thomastown), 

Jack Ravenhall (Thomastown), Cian Murphy 
(Rower-Inistioge).

 ALL IRELAND THREE-IN-A-ROW FOR 
LORETO

Loreto Kilkenny completed a three-in-a-row 
of All-Ireland Senior Colleges Camogie Roinn 
A titles, as they overcame the stubborn 
resistance provided by St. Patrick’s College, 
Maghera in the All-Ireland final that was 
played in Grangegorman.
It was Loreto’s 10th Senior All-Ireland in 15 
years, as goals from Player of The Match Ona 
Kennedy and Ciara Dunne proved decisive. 

Leinster Final
Loreto Kilkenny 1-13, Loreto Wexford 0-3.

Loreto Kilkenny won their 5th Leinster title 
in succession, as a dominant second-half 
performance saw them ease to a thirteen 
point victory against Loreto Wexford. The 
Kilkenny girls led 0-5 to 0-2 coming up 
towards half-time, before a Holly Ryan goal 
on the stroke of the interval put them in the 
driving seat, 1-5 to 0-2.
Loreto Kilkenny outscored the Wexford School 
0-8 to 0-1 throughout the second-half with 
the free-taking of both Anna Doheny and 
Ona Kennedy contributing to the majority of 
their scores, while their defensive unit was 
watertight as they didn’t concede a solitary 
point from play.
Scorers; Anna Doheny 0-6(all frees), Holly 
Ryan 1-1, Ona Kennedy 0-4(0-3 frees), Aoife 
Shealy 0-2.

All Ireland Semi-final
Loreto Kilkenny 0-14, 

Presentation Thurles 0-3.

Loreto Kilkenny were always in control against 
the Thurles School, and at half-time they led 
0-7 to 0-2, before stretching further clear in 
the second-half to run out comfortable eleven 
point winners.
Scorers; Ona Kennedy 0-7(0-5 frees), Holly 
Ryan 0-3, Aoife Shealy 0-2, Anna Doheny 
(free) and Sarah Kehoe 0-1 each.

All Ireland Final
Loreto Kilkenny 2-8, 

St. Patrick’s Maghera (Derry) 0-10.

Coming up towards half-time, the teams were 
level at 0-4 apiece before a brilliant goal by 

Ona Kennedy put them 1-4 to 0-4 ahead at 
the interval. St. Patrick’s Maghera started the 
second-half brighter, and by the 40th minute 
they had drawn level with points from Katie 
McCloskey and a hat-trick of consecutive 
frees by Emma Quinn who scored 0-8 (0-7 
frees), 1-5 to 0-8.
Anna Doheny and Emma Quinn exchanged 
pointed frees, before points from Aoife Shealy 
and Holly Ryan put them two points ahead 
heading towards the final few minutes.
Loreto Kilkenny assured themselves of victory, 
when Ciara Dunne’s goal put the icing on the 
cake as the celebrations began in earnest 
with a 2nd three-in-a-row achieved and a 10th 
Senior ‘A’ All-Ireland title.
Scorers;  Ona Kennedy 1-5 (0-5 frees), Ciara 
Dunne 1-0, Anna Doheny(free), Holly Ryan 
and Aoife Shealy 0-1 each

Loreto All Ireland Final team: Ella Walton 
(Tullaroan), Shannon Doheny (Tullaroan), 
Angela Carroll (Joint-Captain) (Dicksboro), 
Grace Brennan (Tullaroan), Ellen Murphy 
(Rower-Inistioge), Anna Doheny (Joint-
Captain) (Tullaroan), Emily Smith (James 
Stephens), Louise Gilmore (Danesfort), 
Sarah Kehoe (Mt. Leinster Rangers), 
Shauna Mahony (Danesfort), Ona Kennedy 
(Windgap), Holly Ryan (Bennettsbridge), 
Aoife Shealy (O’Loughlin Gaels), Ciara Dunne 
(Tullaroan), Lucy Boyd (Clara).

Colaiste Mhuire finish strongly to land All 
Ireland title

On a great weekend for Kilkenny Schools 
Camogie, Colaiste Mhuire Johnstown were 
also celebrating All-Ireland glory following 
victory against Mercy College (Roscommon) in 
the All-Ireland Senior Colleges Roinn B Final 
played in Banagher.

The Johnstown School won the Leinster final, 
as a last gasp goal gave them victory against 
Presentation Wexford to win 2-7 to 0-11. In 
the semi-final, they overcome Presentation 
Bandon (Cork) 2-7 to 1-5 to set-up an All-
Ireland final showdown with Mercy College 
(Roscommon).

All Ireland Colleges B Senior camogie final
Colaiste Mhuire Johnstown 2-10, Mercy 

College Roscommon 2-7.

A strong finish from Colaiste Mhuire saw them 

Loreto, Kilkenny - All Ireland Senior Camogie Champions 2025Loreto, Kilkenny - All Ireland Senior Camogie Champions 2025
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prevail and land All-Ireland honours, as a 
57th minute goal by Aoibhe Bourke gave the 
Johnstown School a first Camogie All-Ireland. 
Colaiste Mhuire were quick out of the blocks 
and they led 0-4 to 0-0 after 10 minutes, that 
included points from Michelle Kileen frees and 
Abigail Whitty.
Mercy College replied with a goal by Hazel 
Kelly in the 13th minute to narrow the deficit 
to a point (0-4 to 1-0), but Colaiste Mhuire 
replied with a goal by Lillian Cleere as they 
led 1-5 to 1-2 at half-time. A second goal by 
Hazel Kelly put the Roscommon school back 
ahead (2-4 to 1-6) by the midway point of 
the second-half, as a thrilling final quarter lay 
ahead.
Colaiste Mhuire outscored Mercy College 
1-4 to 0-3 in the closing quarter as Aoibhe 
Bourke’s goal proved most decisive and with 
Abigail Whitty and Taylor Corbett also adding 
points late in the game, victory was ensured 
as the Johnstown school celebrated a historic 
All-Ireland triumph on a memorable day for 
Kilkenny Schools with Loreto Kilkenny also 
triumphing.
Scorers; Michelle Killeen 0-4 (0-3 frees), 
Abigail Whitty 0-3, Lillian Cleere and Aoibhe 
Bourke 1-0 each, Orla Brophy (free), Sinead 
Kirby and Taylor Corbett 0-1 each, 

Colaiste Mhuire: Mia Henderson (Harps), 
Ciara Joyce (Emeralds), Kayla Dwyer (Joint-
Captain) (Harps), Emma O’Connor (St. 
Lachtain’s), Orla Brophy (Harps), Lorraine 
Bergin (Harps), Katie Dunphy (Tullaroan), 
Sinead Kirby (Harps), Ciara Townsend 
(Harps), Lillian Cleere (Emeralds), Michelle 
Killeen (St. Lachtain’s), Catherine Kirby 
(Joint-Captain) (Harps), Aoibhe Bourke 
(Emeralds), Abigail Whitty (St. Lachtain’s), 
Taylor Corbett (Gortnahoe-Glengoole),

Presentation Girls Suffer Heartbreak 
in Losing to Maghera

Presentation Kilkenny suffered heartbreak 
when losing the All-Ireland Junior Colleges 
Camogie Roinn A final by a solitary point to St. 
Patrick’s Maghera, after they led by 6 points 
entering the final quarter.
The Pres girls won the Leinster Final 3-7 to 
1-10 against Loreto Kilkenny, before putting 
8 goals past Coachford College (Cork) in a 
8-10 to 1-9 win in the All-Ireland semi-final, 
as Niamh Drennan scored 4-3, Emily Phelan 
scored 2-3 and Amy O’Shea scored 1-4 in a 
comprehensive and landslide victory.

All Ireland Colleges Junior Camogie Final

St. Patrick’s Maghera (Derry) 1-10, 
Presentation Kilkenny 3-3.

The All-Ireland Final between Presentation 
Kilkenny and St. Patrick’s Maghera was 
played in Castleblayney Co. Monaghan, and 
The Pres girls were well on their way to victory 
as they led by 6 points (3-3 to 0-6) entering 
the final quarter. Unfortunately, they failed to 
score in the final quarter  as The Maghera 
School scored 1-4 without reply including a 
late goal and winning point that broke the Pres 
girls hearts.
Presentation Kilkenny made a very bright 
start, and an early goal by Niamh Drennan 
followed by a pointed free by Emily Phelan 
put them 1-1 to 0-1 ahead, but they couldn’t 
capitalise on that great start and they failed 
to score for the remainder of the half. Emma 
Quinn played a starring role from frees in 
The All-Ireland Senior Final against Loreto 
Kilkenny, and she also featured for her School 
in the Junior decider. She scored three points 
in succession from frees to level the match 
at 1-1 to 0-4, before the Derry school added 
another two points to lead 0-6 to 1-1 at half-
time.
Presentation Kilkenny would have been further 
behind at half-time only for the brilliance of 
goalkeeper Clodagh Galway who pulled off a 
string of outstanding saves.
However, The Pres girls took over during the 
third quarter with points from a ‘45 and a free 
by Amy O’Shea levelling the game (1-3 to 
0-6), before goals from Emily Phelan and Amy 
O’Shea  put them in the driving seat as they 
led by double scores (3-3 to 0-6) heading into 
the final quarter.
St. Patrick’s Maghera who lost the previous 
two Junior A finals kept plugging, and entering 
the final few minutes they had halved the 
deficit to trail by three points, 3-3 to 0-9. 
Presentation Kilkenny were anxiously looking 
over their shoulders, and their worst fears 
were realized as a Clodagh McIver goal 
levelled proceedings. 3-3 to 1-9. Moments 
later, Aoibheann O’Loughlin fired over the 
winning point to give St. Patrick’s Maghera 
their first Camogie Schools All-Ireland 
following a string of All-Ireland final defeats 
at both Senior and Junior, as Presentation 
Kilkenny were left to rue on what might and 
probably should  have been.

Scorers: Amy O’Shea 1-2 (0-1 free 0-1’45), 
Emily Phelan 1-1 (0-1 free), Niamh Drennan 
1-0.
Presentation Team: Clodagh Galway 
(Thomastown),  Moya O’Shea (Carrickshock), 

Hannah Tennyson (Carrickshock), Anna 
Morrissey (Thomastown), Carragh Brennan 
(Clara), Taylor Aylward (Shamrocks), Ada 
Bambrick (Barrow Rangers), Ellen Treacy 
(Thomastown), Clodagh O’Callaghan 
(O’Loughlin Gaels), Kate Dalton (St. 
Lachtain’s), Emily Phelan (John Lockes), 
Katie O’Shea (Carrickshock), Amy O’Shea 
(Carrickshock), Niamh Drennan (St. Annes), 
Lisa Fitzpatrick (Danesfort),
Subs: Aisling Coverdale (Thomastown), Noah 
Bambrick (Barrow Rangers), Lauren Skehan 
(Bennettsbridge)
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Minor A 

Since 2022, when Billy Fitzpatrick landed a 
64th  minute winner, James Stephens had laid 
ownership to the Kilkenny Vehicle Centre Minor 
A Hurling championship - one could actually 
say the dominated the landscape but they were 
eventually overhauled by their neighbours down 
the road in Palmerstown – Dicksboro.

The easy thing would be to think that this was 
a strictly an-all city competition but straight from 
the get-go the country clubs were showing they 
meant business when Danesfort and Shamrocks 
Ballyhale played out a high quality game that 
saw the ‘Fort men come out on top 1-22 to 
1-19. Dicksboro had a 3-9 to 0-9 half time lead 
to thank for their eventual win over an excellently 
trained John Lockes who, with Ollie O’Donovan 
on fire, had the Palmerstown outfit on the ropes 
but they held on for a 3-18 to 1-20 after Callan 
missed some chances.

In Thomastown Erin’s Own survived a huge scare 
where the home side fought tooth and nail but 
Davy Buggy’s charges came out on top. In the 
quarter final they had the defending champions 
on the ropes at various stages but in the end 
were thankful to come away with a draw. Joe 
Murrarys men made no mistake in the replay as 
with 40 minutes gone this game was shaping up 
to be another epic but then the Village simply 
drove on to victory.

Mooncoin were a tad unlucky to lose out by six to 
O’Loughlin Gaels who had Cian Byrne to thank 
for gaining the victory. Early scores from Hickey 

and McDonald seemed to suggest Dunnamaggin 
might take Dicksboro but Anthony Clifford was 
the star turn as they saw off the men from down 
south. Danesfort were starting to make a name 
for themselves as they again had a great contest 
against Young Irelands where a late Mahoney 
score saw them gain 2-17 to 3-12 win.

County semi-final day is simply about winning 
and that’s what Dicksboro did as they ran into 
an early lead against O’Loughlin Gaels who 
struggled to break down a superb Palmerstown 
defence led by Louis Raggett whose vision when 
sitting in the pocket helped them shut down 
any route to goal under the lights in MW Hire 
Dunmore. The other semi-final was a tad more 
closer as ‘Fort squared up to the Village in what 
one could now describe as a derby due to their 
being near neighbours. In the end McDermott, 
Phelan and Scanlon, along with the creative 
Brennan, proved key as they showed a touch of 
class under fair pressure from the Danesfort men 
to land the spoils.

James Stephens were impressive at times 
during the county final, giving the impression of a 
team ready to erupt like some of those beautiful 
Kilkenny teams Brian Cody had sculpted. Bill 
McDermott’s goal after nine minutes seemed 
to set the tone. Conor McEvoy was whizzing 
around the place plucking points from play and 
placed balls. Joe Murrary’s men added to their 
1-2 to 0-3 lead to stretch it out at one stage to 
six which would have been a fair indicator of the 
value of the UPMC Nowlan Park breeze.

Then Patrick Lacey slipped in for a goal at the end 

of the first quarter rasping the ball past custodian 
Padraig Joyce. One of the younger Dicksboro 
players, Joe Dowling, got in on the scoring act 
as the sides went on a tit-for-tat phase that saw 
the sides head for the tunnel on the short whistle 
with James Stephens 1-11 to 1-9 up.

An “Any Given Sunday” speech must have 
been issued to the Boro men at half time as Joe 
Dowling had the green flag waving followed by 
points from Robbie Lacey, and Hennessy with 
the only response coming from the impressive 
Diarmuid Behan.

The old  - adage goals win matches - proved  
true as Eoin Moore’s goal saw the Palmerstown 
outfit kick further ahead as Clifford, Carroll and 
Treacy saw the gap grow further but the Village 
supporters must have thought game on when 
Scanlon had the green flag waving but the 
Dicksboro defence again saw them out to victory. 
Credit to James Stephens who as champions 
went out on their shields.

A word to Willie Dempsey, Coiste na nOg 
Chairman who was possibly presenting the cup 
for the last time after 15 years of service to the 
Bord and he has left his mark on Kilkenny GAA 
with hopefully many more years of service ahead 
of him.

Dicksboro: Rian Dowling, Bill O’Shea, Sean 
Kavanagh, Noah Gibbons, Ben Henderson, 
Louis Raggett, Donnacha Hennessy, Sam 
O’Shea, James Kavanagh, Anthony Clifford, 
Patrick Lacey, Dan Carroll, Eoin Moore, 
Thomas Treay, Joe Dowling. Subs: Robbie 

                A Change at the TopA Change at the Top Minor Bord na nÓg Report by Pado O’Flynn
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Lacey.

James Stephens: Padraig Joyce, Tuan 
Hyland, Larry Phelan, Darragh Behan, James 
Bergin, Conor Heffernan, Oliver Phelan, 
Diarmuid Beehan, Conor Millea, Darragh 
Power, Conor McEvoy, Andrew Brennan, 
Rory Glynn, Zac Scanlon, Bill McDermott. 
Subs: James O’Brien, Conor Leahy.

Ref: Eoin Maher Mullinavat

Minor B
15 teams went to post for this years minefield 
which is the Kilkenny Vehicle Centre Minor B 
Hurling championship. St Martin’s were tipped 
to be the hot favourites for the competition with 
many of the players featuring on the intermediate 
panel. However there was to be no picnic in 
round one as Rower Inistioge served notice of 
their intent and duly dumped them out of the 
championship with a splendid display of hurling 
where 17 scores from 18 shots underlined their 
sublime talent as a double goal blast saw them 
romp home to victory. Barrow Rangers and 
Lisdowney were the other notable victors from 
round 1.

The men from the Rower followed up with 
another impressive victory over Clara where 
Michael Byrne’s men again shot the lights out. 
Glenmore impressed in dumping out the other 
tipped side in Lisdowney whilst Carrickshock and 
Graigue Ballycallan gained their semi-final berths.

In the first semi-final it was something of a 
bloodless coup as Carrickshock won from pillar 
to post against the Kilmanagh men as the Franks 
brothers ran riot to gain an eleven point win. In 
a strange quirk both semi-finals were played in 
Instioge who had too much for a Glenmore side 
who had improved as the year went on.

Onto UPMC Nowlan Park we rolled for the county 
final day. It looked for a long way this was going to 
be a coronation but those Rower boys are made 
of stern stuff and even though Carrickshock will 
wonder how it needed extra time it was probably 
all the sweeter the way they won it.

Ned Spellman got things rolling for the eventual 
losers with a fine point before Adam Franks 
nonchantly gained a hat-trick of points from 
frees followed by a Liam O’Grady point. In the 
twinkling of an eye it was back to 0-4 a piece 
which, in reality, was due to an excellent save 
from Darragh O’Neill.

Carrickshock thought they had eked out the 
upper hand but a goal from Tadgh Walsh kept 
the Rower in the game and only down by the 
minimum on the changeover 0-10 to 1-6.

Upon the resumption, the eventual losers got on 
top after an exchange of a number of points – PJ 
Mackey began to dominate the middle third and 
his point edged them in front.

It seemed to wake Carrickshock from the 
slumber of the half time as they hit off 1-6 without 
reply with the two franks adding the points whilst 
Donnacha Hogan slalomed a goal after being 
blocked the first time.

Most teams would have folded. Instead points 
from Kelly and Jack Roche kept Inistioge alive 
and Jack Hogan goaled as the game entered 
‘Fergie time’. Paul Kirwan then sent the game 
into extra time much to the delight of the huge 
crowd.

In extra time Carrickshock showed no mercy 
as a goal from Liam O’Grady helped settle their 
nerves and there was only every going to be one 
winner.

Carrickshock: Dara O’Neill, Seamus Murphy, 
Matthew Murphy, Christopher Aylward, Eoin 
O’Gorman, Michael Rohan, John Somers, 
Mark Askins, Oisin Drea, Cian Franks, Conor 
Farrell, Sam Mansfield, Donnchadh Hogan, 
Adam Franks, Liam O’Grady. Subs: Tom 
Duggan, Aidan Farrell.

Rower Inistioge: Ben Chapman, Odhran 
McGorry, Darragh Murphy, Sean Doyle, 
Conor Downey, Paul Kirwan, Jamie Doyle, PJ 
Mackey, Jack Roche, Oisin Smithwick, Ned 
Spellman, Tadgh Walsh, Sam Kelly, Eoghan 
Byrne, Oisin Roche. Sub: Oisin Walsh.

Ref Eoin Hayes (Thomastown)

Minor C
In what must be a first, three second teams went 
in the first round as John Lockes B, Dicksboro B 
and Danesfort B all lost out to Galmoy/Windgap, 
Mullinavat and Bennestbridge.

The quarter finals saw some cracking ties as 
Bennettsbridge and Galmoy Windgap played out 
a game for the ages that was closer in quality to 
Roinn A than Roinn C which saw the homeside 
win out 1-18 to 2-14 in a game excellently 
handled by John McCormack. Meanwhile over a 
little further North Tullaroan won a 44 score epic 
2-22 to 3-17 against a highly fancied Mullinavat. 
Slieverue and Kilmacow were the other two 
teams to qualify for the last four.

The semi-finals proved to be a little more one 
sided as Kilmacow had a dozen to spare over 
Tullaroan who never got motoring on the morning 
in Thomastown whilst the eventual winners 
hosted the other semi final the previous morning 
as Bennetsbridges ability to get goals saw them 
gain the other berth.
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Kilmacow secured the Roinn C Minor Hurling 
title with a commanding 0-21 to 1-9 victory over 
Bennettsbridge in blustery conditions at MW 
Hire Dunmore. In a game defined by wind and 
grit, the Southern club showed composure and 
tactical maturity to overcome the elements and 
their opponents, delivering a performance that 
brought joy to a parish enduring a difficult month.

The match began with Kilmacow playing into 
a stiff breeze, yet they struck first through 
David Phelan inside the opening minute. 
Bennettsbridge, aided by the wind, struggled 
to adapt to the swirling conditions and took six 
minutes to register their first score—a free from 
Tony Dobbyn. Kilmacow responded immediately, 
with Jamie Cass notching the first point from 
open play.

The sides exchanged scores in a cagey opening 

quarter, with Jack Hearne converting two frees 
for Kilmacow and Bennettsbridge replying 
through Eoin Walpole and a long-range effort 
from goalkeeper Alex O’Farrell. The Bridge men 
drew level on 15 minutes via Scott Hennessy, 
and briefly took the lead on 26 minutes through 
another Dobbyn free. However, Kilmacow 
finished the half strongly, reclaiming the lead 
with points from Hearne and Liam Egan to edge 
ahead 0-7 to 0-6 at the break.

Kilmacow came out firing in the second half, with 
Hearne again opening the scoring from a free. 
They dominated the next 15 minutes, registering 
eight unanswered points as they mastered 
the wind far better than their opponents had 
in the first half. The turning point came on 22 
minutes when Aaron Cass broke through the 
Bennettsbridge defence, only to be denied 
by a superb save from O’Farrell. Captain Rian 

McDonald converted the resulting 65, further 
cementing Kilmacow’s control.

Despite a late goal from Eoin Walpole with the final 
puck of the game, Kilmacow’s lead was never 
truly threatened. Their defensive discipline and 
attacking efficiency saw them home comfortably.

Standout performers included Jack Hearne, who 
finished with 10 points, and David Phelan, who 
added four from play. McDonald led by example 
at centre back, while Bennettsbridge’s O’Farrell 
and Walpole offered resistance with a goal and 
three points between them.

Kilmacow’s triumph was not just a sporting 
success but a moment of uplift for their 
community, marking a proud day for the club and 
its supporters.
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                          BORO’sBORO’s    great second half!great second half!
U16 Report  by Bord na nÓg Coaching Officer Pado O’Flynn

U-16 A
To be honest, one was spoilt with the standard of fare on offer from the Duggan Steel U16 A 
Championship. Barrow Rangers pushed James Stephens all the way in the quarter final before 
losing out 3-13 to 1-22. Dicksboro and Shamrocks Ballyhale had a good affair which saw the 
town men come out on top before John Lockes had a cracker of a win over O’Loughlin Gaels.
The semi-finals saw James Stephens get the better of Danesfort whilst Dicksboro got the better 
of John Lockes in a tight semi-final.
As one trekked towards Pairc Lachtain there was a whiff of sulphur in the air as city rivals 
Dicksboro and James Stephens clashed before a large crowd in a game that will be remembered 
for a long time as the display of skill, mental fortitude and raw passion was on display for both 
sides. James Stephens lost little in defeat.
Ruairi Power got them off to a flying start with a converted free with Sean Norton replying with 
a point after some great work by Billy Wyse. Straight from the puck-out Brion Walsh sent the 
white flag waving. Liam O’Brien popped a point of his own before Sean Daly rattled the back of 
the net when he made use of a breaking ball. At this stage the men in red and green were on fire 
with Power (2), Walsh (2) and Daly all firing over points as they threatened to overwhelm the 
Palmerstown outfit. Joe Dowling (2) and Tom Henderson seemed to settle them with points but 
Power responded with own of his own to leave the Village ahead by 1-10 to 0-4.
Whatever Jim Neary said at half time it certainly had the desired effect on Dicksboro as they had 
the lead back to 3 by the 37th minute. A pair of Joe Dowling frees sandwiched a point from Tom 
Henderson before the key moment of the game arrived when ‘Boro were awarded a penalty. 
Up stepped Dowling who buried the ball to the back of the net. Points were added from Jack 
Delaney, and Jack Treacy before William Moriarty lifted the siege with a fine score. Dowling had 
the game tied by the 51st minute with a pair of frees and they hit the front for the first time when 
Robert Lacey fired a point over. Dowling, Dara Kavanagh and Norton all added to this with the 
sole response being from a Power free.
The game really swung in both halves and it was a titanic struggle but like the minors the 
previous week Dicksboro came out on top.
Dicksboro: Rhys Duggan Kerwick, Fionn Conlon, Sean Kavanagh, Joe Osborne, Robert Lacey, 
Jack Treacy, Cian Ormonde, James Kavanagh, Conor Henderson, Joe Dowling, Sean Norton, Billy 
Wyse, David Waldron, Dara Kavanagh, Tom Henderson. Subs: Sam Norton and Jack Delaney.
James Stephens: Mikey Phelan, Cailum Burke, Paddy Purcell, Jayden Maher, Hugh Power, Oliver 
Phelan, Henry Phelan, Paul Millea, Ruairi Power, Scott O’Shea, Brion Walsh, William Moriarty, 

Jack Mulcahy, Sean Daly, Liam O’Brien. Sub: Eoin McDermott
Ref: Brian Fox (O’Loughlin Gaels)
 
U16 B
Carrickshock and Mooncoin were tipped by many to make the U16 final as they were kept apart 
in the draw and even though they did make the finals in UPMC Nowlan Park the road there took 
many twists and turns.
Starting off in Coon on a bright morning, St. Martin’s up ended the whole competition when they 
dumped Mullinavat out of the competition where a trio of Charlie Ryan, Lorcan Cummins and 
Jack Stapleton were simply on fire.
Kilmacow were a tad unlucky against Mooncoin where they fell short by two points whilst 
Dunnamaggin announced their credentials with a fine win over Thomastown. Clara got the 
better of the better of Tullogher whilst Carrickshock got the better of Feile Champions St. 
Lachtain’s.
The quarter-finals saw wins for St Martins, Mooncoin, Carrickshock and Graigue-Ballycallan 
to set up a mouth-watering last four ties. Mooncoin must have felt they were done when St. 
Martin’s led by 7 points at one stage but Charlie Mackey and Robbie Sutton along with Conor 
Walsh led a come-back that saw them land the spoils after extra time. ‘Martin’s take a bow for 
their year’s work. ‘Shock got eventually the better of Ballycallan in the other semi-final with fine 
work from Aidan Farrell and Eoin O’Gorman.
Final day in UPMC Nowlan Park. Having an underage final as the curtain raiser to the senior final 
certainly added to the occasion. In fairness to both Mooncoin and Carrickshock they served up a 
humdinger that had the early morning crowd up on their feet roaring on the young talent on 
show. A tip of the hat to Vivian Holmes too who added to the occasion.
It was all square after 7 minutes play with the score at 0-2 a piece. Liam O’Grady then pointed for 
the Carrickshock men and over the next few minutes they got the lead out to 0-6 to 0-2 with Sam 
Mansfield making hay from great balls in from Eoin O’Gorman and David Blanchfield.
Cian Franks and Rory Parley added further to their lead and they were threatening to put the 
game beyond Mooncoin with the lead at 8-3. Mooncoin did eat into the lead and with Sutton 
beginning to influence things but as the half came to a close Carrickshock scored the last 
three points coming from Michael Beagan (2) and O’Grady to leave Shane Power’s men in a 
commanding position.
For the second half Mooncoin had the wind but shot a number of wides, 5 in total either side 
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of Sutton’s points. The game began to go the southerners 
way when a move involving Mackey and Sutton ended with a 
goalmouth scramble that saw the ball going to the back of the 
net. Game on.
At this stage Sutton was running riot and added another brace 
of points with a sole reply from Carrickshock. He tacked on 
further scores with a point also coming from Shane Purcell. 
The three point advantage proved to be enough and with it 
went up the hopes of a very well coached team in Carrickshock 
of doing the minor and u16 double. The real winner today was 
the Kilkenny GAA supporter who got to see some outstanding 
performances from both sides.
Mooncoin: Fionn Walsh, Eoin Tobin, Canice Hennebry, Paudie 
Fanning, Naoise Hennerby, Eddie Kelly, Cathal Morahan, Conor 
Walsh, Shane Purcell, Will McLaughlin, Tommy O’Connor, Dylan 
Delahunty, Charlie Mackey, Robbie Sutton, Dylan Walsh. Subs 
Conor Phelan, Danny Walsh, James Hates and Fionn O’Hanlon.
Carrickshock: Tom Hoyne, Donie Cahill, Seamus Murphy, Harry 
O’Brien, Tom Duggan, Eoin O’Gorman, David Blanchfield, 
Jack Donnelly, Aidan Farrell, Cian Franks, Liam O’Grady, 
Michael Beagan, Darragh O’Dwyer, Sam Mansfield, Rory 
Parley. Subs; Danny Sommers, Darragh Kavanagh, Liam 
Crowley, Adam Power.
Ref: Vivienne Holmes (Bennettsbridge)

U16 Roinn C
Roinn C had a number of teams who fancied their chances 
in the Duggan Steel Competition. There was first round 
wins for Cloneen, Erins Own, Galmoy/Windgap, Piltown, 
John Lockes B and Blacks & Whites.
In the all south derby Piltown had too much for Graig where 
Daire O’Brien helped himself to a feast of scores. Blacks & 
Whites, Emeralds and Erins Own also made the final four.
The semi-finals proved to be one sided affairs for the large 
part with Erins Own defeating Blacks & Whites and Piltown 
having too much fire power Emeralds.
The U16 Roinn C hurling final was held in MW Hire Dunmore, 
where Piltown and Erin’s Own battled it out for the title. Piltown 
made a blistering start, quickly building a four-point lead 
through a free from Daire O’Brien and a well-taken goal by 
Harry Farrell. Erin’s Own responded with a goal of their own 
from John Brennan, keeping the game competitive in the early 
stages. However, Piltown soon took control, adding another 
goal and five points to stretch their lead to 2-06 to 1-0 by the 
17th minute. Erin’s Own managed to add a couple of scores 
before the break, but Piltown maintained their dominance, 
going into halftime with a commanding lead of 2-09 to 1-03.
The second half began with a pointed free from Joseph Brennan 
for Erin’s Own, but Piltown quickly reasserted themselves. 
From the 33rd minute onward, they dominated all areas of the 
field, adding four more goals—one each from Joe Barry, Shay 
Cummins, Daire O’Brien, and two more from the outstanding 
Harry Farrell. Erin’s Own showed resilience, with substitute 
Tommy Ryan scoring a goal and assisting Joseph Brennan for 
another, but the gap was too wide to close.
Piltown ran out convincing winners on a final scoreline of 6-18 
to 3-07. Their performance was marked by teamwork, sharp 
shooting, and relentless pressure. Standout players for Piltown 
included Jack O’Driscoll, Jack Farrell, Sean O’Driscoll, Shay 
Cummins, Joe Barry, and especially Daire O’Brien and Harry 
Farrell, who were instrumental throughout. Erin’s Own had 
strong performances from Billy Byrne, Conal Dowd, and John 
Brennan, who battled bravely to the end.
Piltown: Brodie Wheeler, Geoffrey O’Shea, Shane Downey, 
Aidan Barry, Dylan Walsh, Jack O’Driscoll, Tom Gahan, Jack 
Farrell, Sean O’Driscoll, Eddie Aylward, Daire O’Brien, Ronan 
Knoc, Shay Cummins, Harry Farrell, Joe Barry.
Erins Own: Charlie Comerford, Lucas Rainbow, Billy Byren, Max 
Brennan, Rory Bollard, Noah Murtagh, Conal Dowd, Kayden 
Bolster, Odhran McConigley, Josh Lalor, Joseph Brenna, Conor 
Moore, Eli Comerford, Jack Holden, John Brennan.
 
Duggan Steel U-16 C Hurling League Final		
Galmoy/Windgap  2-20   Piltown   3-16
In a cracking Duggan Steel U-16 B Hurling League Final, 
Galmoy/Windgap just hung on for a one point win over a strong 
Piltown side in MW Hire Dunmore. Piltown struck early. After 
Joe Barry had notched the first point ,he set up Harry Farrell to 
blast past Archie Power in the fourth minute. A move which saw 
Aidan Doyle switch over to mark Joe Barry soon had the desired 
effect. Galmoy/Windgap were slow to settle but points from 
Tadhg Kennedy (3), Darragh Enright and Shane Doyle saw the 
sides level after eight minutes of play,0-5 to 1-2. Kennedy then 

soloed 30 metres before splitting the posts for the lead score. It 
didn’t last long however, as Piltown’s Harry Farrell pirced the 
Galmoy/Windgap defence with a searing run from the left to 
hit his side’s second goal. Shay Cummins added a point before 
Conor Power responded with a free from distance after a foul on 
Noah Murphy. Rory Quigley narrowed the gap to the minimum 
but Piltown pushed on again with points from Jack Farrell and 
a Daire O Brien free, 2-5 to 0-8 after 20 minutes of play. The last 
ten minutes of the half saw Galmoy/Windgap dominate and 
their continued pressure yielded a succession of frees, five in 
total which were all converted by Tadhg Kennedy after fouls on 

Aidan O Shea,Adam Power,Shane Doyle and Darragh Enright. 
Daire O Brien pulled one back for Piltown from a placed ball 
after a foul on Eddie Aylward to leave Galmoy/Windgap just 
edging it at half time 0-13 to 2-6.
It was after half time that Galmoy/Windgap made the greatest 
impression on their opponents with Shane Doyle collecting 
a good delivery by Aidan O Shea and sending a rasper to the 
Piltown net after a 30 metre solo.  M J Corcoran added a point 
and this inspired the amalgamated forces with their half backs 
David Nolan and Conor Power now doing well as Aidan O Shea 
also came to the fore. Shane Doyle too had a strong second half 
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and he poked home his second goal in the 43rd minute after 
a good run by Kennedy,2-17 to 2-11. Sensing that the game 
was slipping away,the Piltown mentors now moved their best 
player Tom Gahan, from full back up to the forward division and 
he exerted his influence immediately with two excellent points, 
the second after great work by Jack Farrell. U-14 player, Brodie 
Wheeler stopped a certain goal from a Tadhg Kennedy shot at 
the other end but it was Piltown who were now attacking in 
earnest. Frees by Jack Farrell and Daire O Brien brought them 
right back into it and they just trailed 2-20 to 2-16 when they 

won a last minute free. It was Daire O Brien who composed 
himself and sent a low shot all the way to the net but alas 
,time ran out for the Piltown boys who will surely be a force to 
reckon with come championship time. Team Captain,Jack Egan 
accepted the winner’s shield from Bord Na nÓg Chairman Willie 
Dempsey,on behalf of the Galmoy/Windgap Squad..
Galmoy/Windgap: Archie Power,Joe Moloney,Jack 
Egan©,Aidan Doyle, Noah Murphy,Conor Power(0-1 free), 
David Nolan,Aidan O Shea, M J Corcoran(0-1),Shane Doyle(2-
2),Tadhg Kennedy(0-11,0-9 frees),Adam Power, Darragh 

Enright(0-3), Rory Quigley(0-2), Gerard Delaney.
Sub Used: John Kelleher. 
Piltown: Brodie Wheeler,Aidan Barry,Tom Gahan(0-2),Jack 
Kearns,Dylan Walsh,Jack O Driscoll,Ronan Knox,Sean O 
Driscoll,Jack Farrell(0-5,0-3frees),Shay Cummins(0-1),Daire 
O Brien©(1-7,1-6 frees),Ronan Connolly,Eddie Aylward,Harry 
Farrell(2-0),Joe Barry(0-1).
Subs Used: William Walsh, Fionn Dignam and Ben Coffey.
Referee: John McCormack (James Stephens)

Willie Dempsey, Chairman BNG, Presents 
the Under 16 Duggan Steel Trophy to 

Dicksboro Captains, Joe Dowling

PAT CARROLL’S
BAR & LOUNGE
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ON TO BETTER

Dealer Details

The All-New Hyundai i20 has arrived so trade in your current car 
and choose from one our 211 offers:

You automatically qualify for each of these three benefits as standard:

Eco Upgrade of up to €3,0003.9% APR Finance5 Years Free Servicing

For more information or to book a test drive contact:

Hyundai is in progress to achieve carbon neutrality by 2045.

Sharper and more sophisticated.

All-Electric with up to 624km range.

Michael Lyng Motors
Hebron Industrial Estate
Hebron Road
Kilkenny.
R95 KD72
056-7770700

The New IONIQ 6
 

Model shown is for illustrative purposes.



      

U14 A

Throw nine names into the hat and pick the winner. That’s how 
tight one would of have this year’s U14 A hurling championship. 
Despite the fact it landed up with the two city giants in the final 
that didn’t tell the full story. More about that anon.

 Game day 1 saw an almighty shock as Young Ireland’s produced 
a masterful display to oust John Lockes at the first hurdle by two 
points. In the quarter-final the Young I’s men had James Stephens 
in massive trouble but in the replay the Village made no mistake. 
Dicksboro & O’Loughlin also took a replay before two large crowds 
with the Palmerstown getting the win after exciting contests.

In Bennettsbridge the home team couldn’t get the better of a really 
strong Rower Inistioge who gained a two point win. It also took 
Mooncoin two attempts to get ahead of Graigue Ballycallan but 
they did by four.

The semi-finals were equally tight with James Stephen’s getting 
the better of the Rower who had come from 14 points down to lead 
by 1 in injury time to ultimately lose in extra time. Meanwhile in 
Hugginstown there was an absolute belter as Dicksboro held on by 
two points against a high quality Mooncoin  0-12 to 2-4, where 
the width of a cross bar decided it. 

Onto the final where James Stephen’s and Dicksboro played out 
a classic U14 Duggan Steel Roinn A final at MW Hire Dunmore 
on a morning that started in the wet but ended in the warmth. 
Dicksboro thought they had gotten the perfect start when Dara 
Kavanagh sent the white flag waving but the Village showed their 
eye for goal when Paddy Larkin rifled the shot to the roof of the net. 

It was two by the 7th minute when Larkin tried a cheeky quick free 
at goal but the break fell to the alert Jim Clune who gave Hayes 
no chance with the follow-up shot. Two quick Kavanagh points 
helped lift the respite but a hat trick of points from the men clad in 
red and green with Conor Knox (2) & JJ Fogarty finding their range. 
Sam Norton & Daniel Hogan grabbed a point a piece either side of 
a Larkin major.

Dicksboro bossed proceedings until the short whistle with Michael 
Ormond & two Norton points only meeting with a response from 
Jeffrey Cleere leaving James Stephen’s 3-4 to 0-7 up. 

The second half proved to be a more dogged affair with only two 
points coming the opening ten minutes. Norton and Robbie Tynan 
grabbing a point a piece with a response from Larkin.

Dan Kavanagh then blew the game wide open when he goaled 
mere seconds after entering the fray but Larkin seemed to settle 
Village nerves with a fine point followed by Joe Hanrahan landing 
a monster free from down town. Sam Norton was then re-sited to 
full forward and he landed 1-1 in injury time to send the game to 
extra time. Extra time saw Norton start with a superb point and one 
would have thought the men from Palmerstown were primed to 
kick on instead a Larkin free settled them with further points from 
Yehor Ahalakov and Fogarty.

Henry Phelan then hit the game breaking score winning a high 
ball and firing a distance point. This was soon followed by a Conor 
Knox goal and by halftime in extra the Village were 4-13 to 2-11 
ahead. Dara Kavanagh briefly gave hopes of a comeback with a 
goal bound shot that hopped off the cross bar and over the bar but 
Cleere and Hanrahan added to their lead.

The game just drifted to its conclusion, far different from the other 
70 minutes of action. One thing to note was the outstanding 
goalkeeping from both sides something which augurs well for the 
future.

 Dicksboro: Rhys Hayes, Joe O’Neill, Ciaran Treacy, Darragh Browne, 
Tommy Condon, Michael  Ormond, James Donlan, Dara Foley, 
Daniel Hogan, Emmet Murphy, Sam Norton, Paddy Gibbs, Dara 
Kavanagh, Robbie Tynan, Danny O’Dwyer

Subs: Dan Kavanagh, Sean Henderson 

James Stephens: James Butler, Art Cowhig, Jack Ryan, Jack 
Hennessy, Aidan Malone, Henry Phelan, Conor O’Hara, Joe 
Hanrahan, Codie Owens, Conor Knox, Jeffrey Cleere, JJ Fogarty, Jim 
Clune, Paddy Larkin, Donal Power.

subs: Yehor Ahalakov, Ashton Maher 

Ref: Peter Bourke ( Emeralds).

U14 B

It may have been only six teams that went to post but it was a 
mighty close competition underlined by how tight all the results 
were. It was underlined by the classic St. Lachtain’s a number 
of whom played in their Feile run and Danesfort the Roinn A 
Champions of 2024 ending in a draw with nine goals being scored 
between them. In the replay there was 10 goals which saw the 
‘Fort gain the away victory.

Piltown displayed their credentials with a fine win over the newly 
put together Fenians/St Patricks.

Photos Willie Dempsey

James Stephens - Roinn A U14 League and Championship Winners 2025James Stephens - Roinn A U14 League and Championship Winners 2025

St Martin’s -  Roinn B U14 Champions 2025St Martin’s -  Roinn B U14 Champions 2025

              Stephens Win City Derby    Stephens Win City Derby
U14  Report by Bord na nÓg Coaching Officer Pado O’Flynn
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The semi-finals saw two humdingers ensue, with Piltown leading most of the way against St. Martins 
in MW Hire Dunmore before a run of five points saw the men in red and green come out on top. On the 
following Wednesday Graignamanagh had a goal to spare over Danesfort in a tightly fought contest.

The 2025 U14 Roinn B final began at 10:30am on a sunny September Sunday in Dunmore. Graig were 
aiming to win this grade for the first time in 50 years whereas St. Martin/s were looking to win it for 
the first and only time since 2005. They started strongly, building a lead of 1-3 to 0-1 with scores from 
Conor Foley, Charlie Byrne, and a goal and point from Sam Antonesa.

In the 12th minute, Liam Kinsella scored a goal for St. Martin’s after catching a high ball behind his 
marker, adding to an earlier point from Billy Moloney. Graig responded with points from Foley and 

Antonesa, but St. Martin’s edged ahead by halftime, 1-6 to 1-5, thanks to three more points from 
Moloney and one each from Michael Nolan and Kinsella.

St. Martin’s dominated the early second half, scoring five unanswered points—three from Moloney 
(frees), and one each from Rowan Bolger and Nolan. Graig fought back when Conor Foley scored a goal 
in the 48th minute and added a free a minute later to narrow the gap to two points. Sam Antonesa 
pointed in the 50th minute to bring it to a one-point game.

In the 53rd minute, Tom Malone, left unmarked as St. Martin’s focused on Antonesa, broke through and 
scored a goal to put Graig two points ahead. Moloney pulled one back in the 55th minute. The game 
remained tense until the final minute, when a loose ball near Graig’s goal was struck by Michael Nolan 

Danesfort -  Roinn B U13 13-a -side Champions 2023Danesfort -  Roinn B U13 13-a -side Champions 2023

Tullogher Rosbercon -  Roinn C  U14 Champions 2025Tullogher Rosbercon -  Roinn C  U14 Champions 2025

Lisdowney - Roinn C U14 League Winners 2025Lisdowney - Roinn C U14 League Winners 2025

Danesfort - Roinn B U14 League Winners 2025Danesfort - Roinn B U14 League Winners 2025
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into the net, giving St. Martin’s a two-point lead just before the final whistle.

St. Martins: Chris Doheny, Ben Dooley, Sean Dooley, Andy Ryan, Noah Flynn, Rowan Bolger, 
Cathal Malone, Mark Healy, Michael Nolan, Ciaran Maher, Jamie Fahy, Liam Kinsella, Billy 
Moloney, Tommy Heary, Josh Morrissey.

Graiguenamanagh: Jayden Malone, Shay McCustin, Donnacha Phelan, James Keilthy, Liam 
Lavin, David Hayden, Thomas Hayden, Oisin Gannon, Eddie Bolger, Christian Byrne, Tom Malone, 
Sam Antonesa, Joey Bolger, Conor Foley, Charlie Walsh.

Ref: Stephen Delaney (Graigue-Ballycallan)

U14 C

One would have to go a long time to find 19 teams competing in Roinn C in Kilkenny in a 
competition come championship time but thus that is what lead to this great and complex 
journey of under-age hurling that had more riddles to solve than the Grand National in Aintree.

Lisdowney, Tullaroan and Glenmore were the winners of the preliminary rounds before the game 
of round 1 was the all south derby in Pairc na Seamrog which saw Mullinavat come with a late 
burst to get the better of Shamrocks Ballyhale. In the quarter finals there was an entertaining 
game between Tullogher and Galmoy/Windgap whilst Glenmore’s accuracy saw them defeat 
home side Mullinavat.

Tullogher Rosbercon looked ominously strong in the semi-final where they had the goal scoring 
ability to get the better of Glenmore. In Muckalee the following day, Lisdowney were caught by 
Barrow Rangers ability to raise the green flag to gain the two point victory.

An U14 final rarely has seen such a high standard game. For it to happen at Roinn C level marks 
the undoubted talent that must be starting to come through at underage level. Tullogher-
Rosbercon eventually caught Barrow Rangers at the death to gain extra time and to kick on in 
extra time.

At the end of the first quarter Tullogher had eked out a 0-4 to 0-1 lead with Sean Doherty 
popping over some nice scores. The young centre forward would end the game with 4-5 from 
play out of his 4-11. An Eoghan Burke goal and a point from Killian Sweeney levelled matters 
whilst Sam Walsh added two frees with Coran Cottrell landing one in response from down town 
to leave Barrow Rangers up 1-4 to 0-6. 

Tullogher turned the game on its head with a pair of Doherty goals where the hunters became 
the hunted as they went 5 ahead before a Sam Walsh free settled their nerves. The turbulent 
nature of the game was further underlined when Callum Brennan sent the green flag waving 
which put the Paulstown men back an ahead. Teddy Lyng, Doherty (2) and Murphy all pointed 
to seemingly tip things back in the favour of the men clad in black & amber  especially when 
Doherty fired his second goal of the day but they hit were hit with two rockets of goals from 
Walsh and Brennan for them to take the game to extra time in a welter of excitement. 

A goal from Murphy set the tone for extra time as Tullogher built up a four point lead which 
would prove crucial. Half time in extra time 4-12 to 4-8. A further 1-1 from Doherty kicked Tullogher on 
further but Killian Sweeney threatened the come-back of all comebacks with a fine goal but Tullogher 
held for a victory that was richly deserved. 

Barrow Rangers: 1 Michael Kane, 2 Marthy Maher, 3 Joseph Lawlor,  4 CIan Healy, 5 Billy Lyng, 6 Sean 
Farrell,  7 Dan Prendergast,  8 Ciaran Fox,  9 Killian Sweeney ( C ), 10 Eoghan Burke, 11 Sam Walsh,  12 
Hugh Troy,  13 Ollie Medlar, 14 Callum Brennan,  15 Cormac O Connor,  16 Dylan Kehoe, 17 Ira bambrick, 
18 Odhran Deniffe, 19 Brogan Quilty,  20 Cillian Staunton,  21 John Walsh,  22 Ben Dunphy,  23 Paddy 
Maher,  24 Robbie Hennessy,  25 Tom Staunton,  26 Charlie Donoghue,  27 Seamus Carpenter,  28 Shea 
Byrne.

Tullogher Rosbercon,,  1 Eamon Ryan, 2 Moling óg Cotterrell, 3 Liam M Tullogher Rosbercon,,  1 Eamon 
Ryan, 2 Moling óg Cotterrell, 3 Liam Murphy,  4 Thomas Kennedy,  5 Ben Cody,  6 Coran Cotterell,  7 Luca 
Kinsella,  8 Richard Duggan,  9 Eoin Lawlor,  10 Teddy Lyng,  11 Sean Doherty,  12 Darragh Waters,  13 

Jamie Murphy,  14 Brian O’Neill,  15 Jamie Grace,  16 Jack Power,  17 Oisin Nolan,  18 Rian  Lawlor,  19 
Eoin Phelan,  20 Jacob Freeman.

U14 D

It was great to see an extra tranche of players get competitive games through the Roinn D Competition. 
The first game saw John Lockes edge out Young Irelands by two before they had 5 points to spare over 
St. Martin’s in the quarter final. Mooncoin caused a mild surprise when they had an away win against 
James Stephens  with Dicksboro also travelling to the Rower to gain the victory. O’Loughlin Gaels ended 
the run of away victors with a big win over Danesfort.

They followed that up with a win over city rivals Dicksboro whilst Mooncoin got the better of John 
Lockes. The final itself proved to be one way street stuff as O’Loughlin Gaels were just that bit better.

James Stephens - U14 Roinn D League Winners 2025James Stephens - U14 Roinn D League Winners 2025

St Lactains Winners of the division 2 Feile FootballSt Lactains Winners of the division 2 Feile Football

Thomastown Winners of Roinn D Feile FootballThomastown Winners of Roinn D Feile Football

Bennetsbridge Winners of Division 1 Feile FootballBennetsbridge Winners of Division 1 Feile Football
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NO SILVERWARE - NO SILVERWARE - but significant growthbut significant growth

The 2025 season may have passed without 
silverware, but it marked a period of 
significant growth and improvement both 
on and off the field. Under the guidance of 
Performance Lead Michael Fennelly, the 
Na Cait Óga GAA Academy continued to 
prioritise player and coach development, 
preparing squads for the demands of inter-
county competition. The programme places 
strong emphasis on dedication, lifestyle, and 
alignment with clubs and schools. Its long-
term aim is to develop well-rounded players 
and coaches who will strengthen both their 
clubs and Kilkenny GAA as a whole.

More than 45 volunteer coaches were 
recruited and upskilled during the season. 
Throughout his tenure, Michael introduced 
a range of innovative practices and systems 
that will have a lasting impact, benefiting 
both our young players and the committed 
cohort of coaches. While coaches naturally 
cycle through the Academy over time, they 
remain an integral part of the Kilkenny 
GAA family, carrying their experiences into 
coaching roles at club, school, and inter-
county level.

One such innovation was the introduction 
of a Well-Being Officer, available to support 
players throughout the season, an invaluable 
addition to the programme.

The strength of the system is already 
evident, with a number of Na Cait Óga 
coaches progressing into Minor and U20 
inter-county roles.

Gaelic Football

The Na Cait Óga Academy U16 footballers 
attracted over 100 boys to the November 
trial nights, from which a panel of 40 players 
was selected. Their season began with 
a 10-week winter athletic development 
programme, followed by two early challenge 
matches that produced strong performances 
and encouraging results.

The three O’Donovan Cup fixtures, however, 
presented a much higher standard of 
opposition, and the group found the 
challenge difficult. The season concluded in 
early July after more than 20 collective on-
field sessions between training and games. 
Trials for next year’s U16 squad are already 
underway, with eighty players registered.

Looking forward, developing an appropriate 
and competitive games programme will be 
essential for the continued growth of both 
players and coaches.

Michael Fennelly – Performance Lead

Kilkenny GAA Coaching & Games, along 
with everyone involved in Na Cait Óga, 
wish to acknowledge Michael Fennelly 
for his outstanding leadership, vision, and 
commitment in rebranding and reinventing 
the Academy system. As the architect 
behind Na Cait Óga, Michael has revitalised 
the structure in ways that will stand the test 
of time. Leading from the front, he guided 
over 45 volunteer coaches and 4 full-
time staff members through an extremely 
educational and transformative journey over 
recent seasons.

While Michael’s achievements on the field 
with Kilkenny and Ballyhale Shamrocks are 
legendary, those who worked with him in 
recent years also recognise the remarkable 
impact he has made off the field. His energy, 
innovation, and dedication have left a lasting 
legacy within the county.

On behalf of all involved, we extend our 
sincere thanks to Michael and wish him the 
very best in his future endeavours. A small 
token of appreciation was presented to him 
on Finals Day, August 2025.			 
		

U-16 #1 
Starting Team
1.	 Liam O’Brien (James Stephens)
2.	 Paddy Purcell (James Stephens)
3.	 Sean Kavanagh (Dicksboro)
4.	 Darragh Corcoran (Young Irelands)
5.	 Andrew Holohan (O’Loughlins) )
6.	 Oliver Phelan (James Stephens)
7.	 Daniel Lawler (Barrow Rangers)
8.	 Jack Bolger (Barrow Rangers)
9.	 Enda Cunningham (Danesfort)

Development 
Squads Report

by Pado O’Flynn
Coaching Officer

Kilkenny Winners of the Under 14 Development TournamentKilkenny Winners of the Under 14 Development Tournament

Photos Willie Dempsey

Team Competition Team 1 Team 2

U16 1 Michael Foley Kilkenny 1-11 Waterford 3-15

Shield Final Kilkenny 6-15 Laois 1-5

U16 2 U16 B Kilkenny 1-12 Limerick 1-11

Final Kilkenny 0-11 Cork 1-10

U15 1 Shield Final Kilkenny 1-9 Tipperary 1-11

Arrabawn Cup Kilkenny 1-12 Waterford 1-12

U15 2 Shield Final Kilkenny 1-9 Laois 4-9

U14 1 John Doyle Kilkenny 1-11 Wexford 1-10

U14cc Leinster Cup Chill Chainnigh 1-15 Galway 1-13

Leinster Cup Final Kilkenny 4-17 Chill Chainnigh 3-9

Cpt Kilkenny Captain receives the Cpt Kilkenny Captain receives the 
Under 14 Developement TrophyUnder 14 Developement Trophy

from CathaoirleachPJ Kennyfrom CathaoirleachPJ Kenny
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10.	 Jamie Walsh (Bennettsbridge)
11.	 Jack Treacy (Dicksboro)
12.	 Padraic Meany (Clara)
13.	 Jack Mulcahy (James Stephens)
14.	 Joe Dowling (Dicksboro)
15.	 Jake Barcoe (Barrow Rangers)
Subs (Fir Ionaid)
16.	 Eoin O’Gorman (Carrickshock)
17.	 Robert Lacey (Dicksboro)
18.	 Fionn Murphy (Glenmore)
19.	 Charlie Ryan (St Martin’s)
20.	 Paddy Grace (John Lockes)
21.	 Ruairí Power (James Stephens)
22.	 Adam Fitzpatrick (Mullinavat)
23.	 Lorcan Cummins (St Martin’s)
24.	 Jack Stapleton (St Martin’s)
25.	 James Kavanagh (Dicksboro)
26.	 Sean Morrissey (John Lockes)
Management
John Costelloe (Lisdowney)
Podge Lacey (Dicksboro)
Eoin McGrath (St Martin’s)
Ciaran Neary (Dicksboro)
Eoin Reid (Shamrocks Ballyhale)
Thomas O’Brien (Dunnamaggin – stats)

U-16 #2
Starting Team
1.	 Patrick Aylward (Mullinavat)
2.	 Kyril Mtinsi (O’Loughlin Gaels)
3.	 Seamus Murphy – VC (Carrickshock)
4.	 Hugh Power (James Stephens)
5.	 Conor McCormack (O’Loughlin Gaels)
6.	 James Moore (Dunnamaggin)
7.	 Donnacha Grant (Shamrocks Ballyhale)
8.	 Max Edwards (John Lockes)
9.	 Aidan O’Shea – C (Windgap)
10.	 Billy Rowe (Conahy Shamrocks)
11.	 Sean Norton (Dicksboro)
12.	 Oisín Roche (Rower Inistioge)
13.	 Daire O’Brien (Piltown)
14.	 Cian Franks (Carrickshock)
15.	 Sam Mansfield (Carrickshock)
Subs (Fir Ionaid)
16.	 Dylan Brennan (Young Irelands)
17.	 Daire Hogan (Tullaroan)
18.	 Rory Rhatigan (Conahy Shamrocks)
19.	 Jack Power (Emeralds)
20.	 Glen O’Sullivan (John Lockes)
21.	 Paul Millea (James Stephens)
22.	 Padraig Hayden (Graignamanagh)
23.	 Lorcan Mahony (Danesfort)

24.	 Adam Quigley (O’Loughlin Gaels)
25.	 Liam O’Grady (Carrickshock)
Management
Aaron Fogarty (Lisdowney)
Paul Buggy (Conahy Shamrocks)
Pat Nolan (Blacks & Whites)
Eddie Brennan (Piltown)
John Dunphy (Mullinavat)
Noel Brennan (Erin’s Own)

U-15 #2 
Starting Team
1.	 Niall Cody – James Stephens
2.	 Thomas O’Connor – Mooncoin
3.	 Neil Ryan – Tullogher Rosbercon
4.	 Conor Roche (VC) – Danesfort
5.	 Lucas Duggan – O’Loughlin Gaels
6.	 Darragh Cleere (C) – Emeralds
7.	 Cathal Morahan – Mooncoin
8.	 Jack Farrell – Piltown
9.	 Senan Freyne – Glenmore
10.	 Cillian Culleton – Barrow Rangers
11.	 Joe Barry – Piltown
12.	 Jamie Bookle – Tullogher Rosbercon
13.	 James Vereker – Glenmore
14.	 Patrick Quinlan – Kilmacow
15.	 Billy Wyse – Dicksboro
Fir Iondaid (Subs)
16.	 Steve Hoyne – Danesfort
17.	 Shane Purcell – Mooncoin
18.	 Paddy McCarthy – St Lachtain’s
19.	 Conor Coogan – St Martin’s
20.	 Fionn Conlon – Dicksboro
21.	 Bríon Ryan – Shamrocks Ballyhale
22.	 Tom Henderson – Dicksboro
23.	 Nathan Walsh – St Lachtain’s
24.	 Henry Sinnott – Danesfort
25.	 Aiden Farrell – Carrickshock
Management
Seamus Dollard (Glenmore)
Padraig Keegan (St Martin’s)
Tommy Deniffe (St Lachtain’s)
Shane Pollard (Emeralds)
Michael Ryan (Bennettsbridge)

 U-15 #1
Starting Team
1.	 Rhys Duggan – Dicksboro
2.	 Conor Power – Windgap
3.	 Conor Henderson (C) – Dicksboro
4.	 Paraic Tobin – John Lockes
5.	 James Tierney – Danesfort
6.	 Cian Kelly – Mullinavat

Kilkenny #1 Under 14 Development TeamKilkenny #1 Under 14 Development Team
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7.	 Micheal Meany – Clara
8.	 Sam Kelly – Rower Inistioge
9.	 JJ Cahill – O’Loughlin Gaels
10.	 Eddie Bolger – Mullinavat
11.	 Conn O’Neill Pembroke – Shamrocks Ballyhale
12.	 Sean Corcoran – John Lockes
13.	 Liam Corcoran – John Lockes
14.	 Mattie Corr – Danesfort
15.	 Harry Barcoe – Young Irelands
Fir Ionaid (Subs)
16.	 Billy Ronan – Graigue Ballycallan
17.	 Tom Duggan – Carrickshock
18.	 Liam Egan – Kilmacow
19.	 Tadhg Kennedy – Windgap
20.	 Sean McDonald – Kilmacow
21.	 Tommy O’Donnell – Danesfort
22.	 Robbie Sutton – Mooncoin
23.	 Brion Walsh – James Stephens
24.	 Gary McHugh – Barrow Rangers (inj)
Management
Fergal Brennan (O’Loughlin Gaels)
John O’Grady (Blacks & Whites)
Tom Brennan (Barrow Rangers)
Aidan Lawler (St Martin’s)
Shane Power (Carrickshock)

U-14 
Starting Team - Kilkenny 
1.	 Stephen McCormack – O’Loughlin Gaels
2.	 Richard Duggan – Tullogher Rosbercon
3.	 Eoin Philpott – Danesfort
4.	 David Hayden – Graignamanagh
5.	 Mark Phelan – Young Irelands
6.	 Henry Phelan (VC) – James Stephens
7.	 Michael Ormonde (C) – Dicksboro
8.	 Harry Brennan – Graigue Ballycallan
9.	 Evan O’Dwyer – Bennettsbridge
10.	 Ben Fitzgerald – Bennettsbridge
11.	 Rory Treacy – Clara
12.	 Reuben Morrissey – Bennettsbridge
13.	 Dara Kavanagh – Dicksboro
14.	 Sam Antonessa – Graignamanagh
15.	 Killian Croke – John Lockes
Fir Iondaid (Subs)
16.	 Brian Purcell – Lisdowney
17.	 Noel Doyle – Mooncoin
18.	 Jack Lyng – Emeralds
19.	 Michael Fitzgerald – Young Irelands
20.	 Daniel Comerford – O’Loughlin Gaels
21.	 Dylan Walsh – Mooncoin
22.	 Killian Sweeney – Barrow Rangers
23.	 Charlie Moriarty – Emeralds
24.	 Odhrán Murphy – Lisdowney
25.	 MJ Buggy – Conahy Shamrocks

26.	 Noah Flynn – St Martin’s
27.	 Ronan Connolly – Piltown
28.	 Dáire Nolan – Blacks & Whites
29.	 Tom Gahan – Piltown
30.	 Cillian Murphy – O’Loughlin Gaels
Management
Dessie Walsh (Thomastown)
Eddie Doyle (Graignamanagh)
Gearoid Cleere (Graigue Ballycallan)
Bill Cuddihy (Tullaroan)
Aaron Butler (John Lockes)
Murt Medlar (Barrow Rangers)

U-14 Chill Chainnigh 
Starting Team
1.	 Brodie Wheeler (Piltown)
2.	 Joe Hanrahan (James Stephens)
3.	 Donie Cahill – C (Carrickshock)
4.	 James Galavan (Rower Inistioge)
5.	 Hugo Carroll (St Lachtain’s)
6.	 Daithí Egan (Graigue Ballycallan)
7.	 Mark Byrne (Young Irelands)
8.	 Lory Hogan – VC (Tullaroan)
9.	 Sean Doherty (Tullogher Rosbercon)
10.	 Aaron Carrigan (Clara)
11.	 Sam Norton (Dicksboro)
12.	 Kevin Mackey (Rower Inistioge)
13.	 MJ Carroll (Young Irelands)
14.	 Micheal Beagan (Carrickshock)
15.	 Jamie Kavanagh (St Lachtain’s)
Subs (Fir Ionaid)
16.	 Richard O’Shea (Tullaroan)
17.	 Peter Quinn (O’Loughlin Gaels)
18.	 James O’Connor (Graigue Ballycallan)
19.	 Jack Sanderson (John Lockes)
20.	 Conor Foley (Graignamanagh)
21.	 Jake Greene (John Lockes)
22.	 Ciaran Maher (St Martin’s)
23.	 Casey O’Shea (Erin’s Own)
24.	 Seamus Costello (Lisdowney)
25.	 Michael Reddy (Kilmacow)
26.	 Harry Mackey (Mooncoin)
27.	 James Byrne (Conahy Shamrocks)
28.	 Cathal Malone (St Martin’s)
Management
Eoin Moriarty (Emeralds)
John O’Flynn (Tullaroan)
Conor Wall (Slieverue)
Dermot Brennan (Rower Inistioge)
Liam Byrne (Clara)

U16 Football 
Players Name	 Club
Andrew Donohoe	 Barrow Rangers

Kilkenny #2 Under 14 Development TeamKilkenny #2 Under 14 Development Team
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Darragh McCormack	Bennettsbridge 
Jack Allen 	 Clara 
Enda Cunningham	 Danesfort
Jack Delaney	 Dicksboro
Oisin Treacy	 Dicksboro
Charlie Byrne	 Dicksboro
Aaron McCormack 	Dunnamaggin 
Padraig Kavanagh 	Emeralds 
Richard Costello 	 Emeralds 
Cillian Deegan 	 Emeralds 
Luke O Brien	 Graignamanagh 
Cailum Burke 	 James Stephens 
Ryan Walsh	 James Stephens
Joaquim Nolan	 John Lockes 
Flinn Gillespie	 Kilmacow
Tom Nolan 	 Kilmacow 
Joe Murphy 	 Kilmacow
Conor McCormack	O Loughlin Gaels
Adam Quigley	 O Loughlin Gaels
Harry Egan 	 O Loughlin Gaels
Eli Comerford	 Railyard
Rian Brennan 	 Railyard

Kalem buggy	 Railyard
Eoin Maher	 Railyard
Ryan Lawlor 	 Railyard
Cian Dalton	 St Lachtains
Michael Hickey	 St Lachtains
Aidan Dowling	 St Lachtains
Luke Kealy 	 St Martins 
Charlie Ryan 	 St Martins 
Lorcan Cummins 	 St Martins 
Darragh Walsh	 St Martins 
Danny O’ Neill	 Thomastown
Cian Murphy 	 Thomastown 
Rory Buckley	 Tullaroan
Ryan Maher	 Tullaroan 
Cian Maher	 Tullaroan 
Brian Sheeran — James Stephens
Caleb Roche — Railyard
Vivian Downey — Upperchurch Drombane
Jason Crotty — Tullaroan
John Donohue — Danesfort
Philip O’Reilly — O’Loughlin Gaels

Kilkenny Under 16 Development TeamKilkenny Under 16 Development Team

KILKENNY

O F F I C I A L  K I L K E N N Y
G A A  C A L E N D A R  2 0 2 6

€10.00

KILKENNY GAA 
SUPPORTERS CLUBS

PROUDLY SUPPORTING KILKENNY GAA

KILKENNY BRANCH 

John Mackey – Chairman 
Mobile: 087 6509203

Keira Doyle – Vice Chairperson 
Mobile: 086 8733049

Suzanne Freeman – Secretary 
Email: suzief17@gmail.com
Mobile: 087 2397196

Tommy Maher – Treasurer
Email: tommymaherkk@gmail.com
Mobile: 087 2989155

KILDARE BRANCH
Dr. Sean Dunne
Email: drseandunne@eircom.net
Mobile: 087 2431835

DUBLIN BRANCH
Hon President: Eddie Nolan
M: 086 2421924 | E: ednol@indigo.ie

Chairman: Niall Butler
M: 086 8071821 | E: Niall.e.butler@gmail.com

Vice-chairman: Kevin Houlihan
M: 087 7663738 | E: khoulihan01@eircom.net

Treasurer: Seamus O Neill
M: 087 2234789 | E: seamus.oneill@live.ie

Secretary: Michael Dowling,
M: 01 8531915 | E: mdowling06@eircom.net

Membership Secretaries: 
Jim Dunne
M: 085 1120428 | E: ipkdunne@gmail.com
John Mooney
M: 087 6406148

PRO: Dermot Hearne
M: 087 9597178 | E: Kilkennyfan@gmail.com

THE OFFICIAL KILKENNY GAA CALENDAR IS NOW ON SALE 
The Official Kilkenny GAA 
Calendar is now on sale 
throughout the county 
in all usual outlets.  It 

costs €10.00 and would 
make a wonderful gift 

or Christmas present for 
someone you know.

Also a reminder that the 
2026 GAA Championship 
will shortly commence. 
Now is the perfect time 
to join or indeed rejoin 

our Kilkenny supporters 
club.  The supporters 

club provide a valuable 
income stream for our 
teams throughout the 

year and your support is 
needed this year more 

than any other.   
You can join online 

or by contacting any 
committee member.  

Membership costs €25.

KILKENNY BRANCH
John Mackey - Chairman
Mobile: 087 6509203
Keira Doyle - Vice Chairperson
Mobile: 086 8733049
Suzanne Freeman - Secretary
Email: suzief17@gmail.com
Mobile: 087 2397196
Tommy Maher - Treasurer
Email: tommymaherkk@gmail.com
Mobile: 087 2989155
Dr. Sean Dunne Ass. Secretary
Email: drseandunne@eircom.net
Mobile: 087 2431835
KILDARE BRANCH
Dr. Sean Dunne
Email: drseandunne@eircom.net
Mobile: 087 2431835
DUBLIN BRANCH
Hon President: Eddie Nolan

M: 086 2421924 | E: ednol@indigo.ie
Chairman: Niall Butler
086 8071821 | E: Niall.e.butler@gmail.com
Hon Secretary  Laura Walsh
086-8497687
laurawalshkk@hotmail.com
Vice-chairman: Kevin Houlihan
087 7663738 | E: khoulihan01@eircom.net
Treasurer: Seamus O Neill
087 2234789| E: seamus.oneill@live.ie
Secretary: Michael Dowling,
01 8531915| E: mdowling06@eircom.net
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARIES:
Jim Dunne
085 1120428 | E: ipkdunne@gmail.com
John Mooney
087 6406148
PRO: Dermot Hearne
087 9597178 | E: Kilkennyfan@gmail.com
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Mullinavat emphatically regained the JJ Kavanagh & Sons Senior 
Football Championship on the May Bank Holiday weekend, as they 
defeated near neighbours and League Champions Mooncoin in the 
County Senior Football Final which was played on a glorious Summer’s 
evening in Glenmore.

Senior League

As usual the League competitions were played in the early part of the 
year, and the three groups were won by Mooncoin, Dicksboro and James 
Stephens.

The League semi-final between the city neighbours was won by Dicksboro 
who prevailed 2-11 to 2-8 against James Stephens, while Mooncoin won 
the final by a solitary point (3-8 to 1-13) against Dicksboro. 

Senior Football Championship

First Round

The Football Championship began on the week ending 23rd March with 
five first round matches played.

The first game the competition was on Friday 21st March with O’Loughlin 
Gaels overcoming Clara, while on the same weekend Lisdowney 
prevailed by a solitary point against Railyard (1-7 to 0-9), Mullinavat won 
6-8 to 3-6 against Erins Own, Thomastown won 1-13 to 1-9 against last 
years Intermediate Champions Conahy Shamrocks, while Tullogher-
Rosbercon eased to a 4-12 to 0-5 victory against Kilmoganny.

Mullinavat prevailed 4-13 to 3-12 against James Stephens following an 
absorbing contest to set-up a final showdown with Mooncoin who won 
1-12 to 1-10 against Dicksboro after extra-time.

Quarter-finals

The first of the quarter-finals saw James Stephens prevail 0-10 to 0-9 
against Tullogher-Rosbercon, Mullinavat won 0-16 to 1-12 against 
Lisdowney, Dicksboro eased to a 5-11 to 0-6 win against O’Loughlin 
Gaels, while Mooncoin continued their pursuit of a League/Championship 
Football double following a 3-8 to 2-6 win against Thomastown.

Semi-finals

The two Semi-Finals played were two thrilling and tightly contest games 
with Mooncoin overcoming the defending champions Dicksboro 1-12 to 
1-10, while Mullinavat won 4-13 to 3-12 against James Stephens.

Senior Championship Final 

Mullinavat 1-21 

Mooncoin 0-14

The county Senior Football Final played in Glenmore on the May Bank 
Holiday weekend was an all Southern Derby which saw Mullinavat easing 
to a ten point win against Mooncoin.

The ‘Vat men began strongly with four unanswered points in the opening 
ten minutes from Michael Malone (2) and Oisin Knox (2), before the 
Suirsiders settled with points from the outstanding Seamus Kearns (two 
pointer) and a Padraic Murphy free to narrow the deficit to the minimum, 
0-4 to 0-3. Mullinavat added further points from Tom Aylward, Conor 
Walsh and Oisin Knox to lead 0-7 to 0-5, before a late rally late in the 
first-half put them seven points clear at the interval. 

Oisin Knox and Michael Malone added further points, before a superb 

MULLINAVAT MULLINAVAT 
EMPHATICALLY REGAIN SENIOR CROWNEMPHATICALLY REGAIN SENIOR CROWN Football Report by Michael O’Leary

Photos: Willie Dempsey

MULLINAVAT - COUNTY SF CHAMPIONS 2025MULLINAVAT - COUNTY SF CHAMPIONS 2025
Back: Fiachra Knox, Brian Phelan, Ian Mansfield, Padraig Dempsey, Mark McNamara,  Joe Fennelly,  Conor Duggan, Conor Walsh, Back: Fiachra Knox, Brian Phelan, Ian Mansfield, Padraig Dempsey, Mark McNamara,  Joe Fennelly,  Conor Duggan, Conor Walsh, 

Liam Fennelly,  Peter McDonald,  Ger Malone,  Tom Aylward,  John Walsh,  David Maher,  Simon Aylward, Michael Malone,  Oisin Knox,  Liam Fennelly,  Peter McDonald,  Ger Malone,  Tom Aylward,  John Walsh,  David Maher,  Simon Aylward, Michael Malone,  Oisin Knox,  
Richie Devine (selector).Richie Devine (selector).

Front: Sean Fitzpatrick, Paddy Murphy, Michael Walsh,  Jamie Davis,  Padraic Gahan,  James Culleton (captain),  Ian Duggan,  Adam Front: Sean Fitzpatrick, Paddy Murphy, Michael Walsh,  Jamie Davis,  Padraic Gahan,  James Culleton (captain),  Ian Duggan,  Adam 
Mansfield,  Jack Walsh,  Michael Aylward (manager), Cian McDonnell, Shane Aylward,  Paddy Walshe, Shane Kelly (selector).Mansfield,  Jack Walsh,  Michael Aylward (manager), Cian McDonnell, Shane Aylward,  Paddy Walshe, Shane Kelly (selector).

GLENMORE - KILKENNY IFC CHAMPIONS 2025GLENMORE - KILKENNY IFC CHAMPIONS 2025
Back: Ray Byrne Mentor, Jimmy Walsh Mentor, Ciaran Vereker, Shane Duhig, David Burke, Brian O’Donoghue, James Hendrick, Colm Back: Ray Byrne Mentor, Jimmy Walsh Mentor, Ciaran Vereker, Shane Duhig, David Burke, Brian O’Donoghue, James Hendrick, Colm 

Roche, Cathal Beirne, Evan Halligan, Paul Murphy, Darragh Hartly, Ian Byrne, Ciaran Kirwan, Stephen Hartly mentor, Gerry Fogarty mentorRoche, Cathal Beirne, Evan Halligan, Paul Murphy, Darragh Hartly, Ian Byrne, Ciaran Kirwan, Stephen Hartly mentor, Gerry Fogarty mentor
Front:Dean Croke, Padraig Cody, Colm Doherty, Richie Hennessy, PJ Roche, Charlie Phelan, James Aylward, Tomas Mullally.Front:Dean Croke, Padraig Cody, Colm Doherty, Richie Hennessy, PJ Roche, Charlie Phelan, James Aylward, Tomas Mullally.
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team move was finished with a superb goal scored by Conor Walsh as 
the ‘Vat men had taken control of the game. Mullinavat continued their 
momentum and dominance into the second-half with seven unanswered 
points in a ten minute spell.

A two pointer from the magnificent Padraig Dempsey was added to 
with points from Adam Mansfield, Conor Duggan, Oisin Knox, and the 
outstanding midfield duo of Michael Malone and Tom Aylward. Mooncoin 
to their credit battled away, and they outscored Mullinavat 0-9 to 0-5 over 
the final twenty minutes, Adam Croke leading the way with five3 of those 
points - mostly from frees.

Mullinavat kept the scoreboard ticking over with further points from 
Michael Malone (2), Padraig Dempsey, star forward Oisin Knox with his 
6th point from play, while substitute Jamie Davis also got in on the scoring 
act as they had 12 points to spare at full-time.

Mooncoin: Adam Croke (0-4 frees) and Seamus Kearns (1 x 2 point) 
0-5 each, Paul Henebry 0-2(0-1 free), Padraic Murphy (free) and Ryan 
Croke 0-1 each,

Mullinavat: Jack Walsh, Ian Mansfield, Joe Fennelly, Sean Fitzpatrick, 
Padraig Dempsey (0-3), Ger Malone, Padraic Gahan, Michael Malone 
(0-6, 3f), Tom Aylward (0-2), Conor Walsh (1-1), Adam Mansfield (0-1), 
James Culleton, Oisin Knox (0-6), Brian Phelan, Conor Duggan (0-1), 

Subs used: Ian Duggan, Peter McDonald, Simon Aylward, Jamie Davis 
(0-1), Fiachra Knox. Panel: Mark McNamara, Liam Fennelly, Martin 
Davis, Michael Walsh, Patrick Walshe, Shane Aylward, Paddy Murphy, 
Cian McDonnell, John Walsh, 

Management Team: Michael Aylward, Richie Devine, Shane Kelly. 

Mooncoin: Ciaran Walsh, Ryan Carroll, Aidan Doyle, Donnacha 
Hogan, Killian Hogan, Cormac Daly, Sean O Dwyer, Paul Henebry (0-

2,1f), Ethan Ryan, Cormac Kinsella (Captain), Sean Walsh, Stephen 
Crowley, Adam Croke (0-5, 4f), Seamus Kearns (0-5), Padraic Murphy 
(0-1f). 

Subs used: Ryan Croke (0-1), Martin O’Neill. Panel: Jim Delahunty, 
Aidan Carroll, Jack Ryan, Darragh Murphy, Danny Purcell, Billy 
Delahunty, Kevin Crowley, Martin Gannon, 

Management Team: Sean Wall, Michael Grace, Joe Kearns, 

Referee: Taidhg Morley.

Intermediate Football

The Intermediate Championship began with the Preliminary round clash 
of Graigue-Ballycallan defeating Danesfort by 2-8 to 1-5, before the 
quarter-finals were played during the last weekend in March.

In the quarter-finals, Graiguenamanagh won 3-9 to 0-9 against Barrow 
Rangers, Rower-Inistioge eased to a 2-14 to 1-5 win over Graigue-
Ballycallan, Muckalee won by 0-17 to 2-7 against Carrickshock while 
Glenmore won by 1-14 to 0-9 against Piltown. 

The semi-finals played were two close fought battles, as Graiguenamanagh 
won 3-8 to 1-11 against near neighbours Rower-Inistioge while Glenmore 
won 2-10 to 2-9 against Muckalee.

The County Final between Glenmore and Graiguenamanagh was played 
in Thomastown, and Glenmore took full advantage during the first-half 
as they led 2-15 to 3-1 at half-time. Despite Graiguenamanagh’s valiant 
efforts throughout the second-half, Glenmore had plenty to spare at full-
time as they won by eight points, 2-19 to 3-8. 

At time of writing, Glenmore and Rower-Inistioge still have to play their 
League Final.

TULLAROAN  - JF CHAMPIONS 2025TULLAROAN  - JF CHAMPIONS 2025
Back: Bill Walton, Shane Walsh, Martin Walsh, Bill Cuddihy, David Fitzgerald, Paul Mulligan, Joe Coughlan, Bill Gaffney, Liam Teehan, Josh Back: Bill Walton, Shane Walsh, Martin Walsh, Bill Cuddihy, David Fitzgerald, Paul Mulligan, Joe Coughlan, Bill Gaffney, Liam Teehan, Josh 

Moore, James Walton, Padraig O’Mahoney, Shane Cuddihy, Ciallin Brennan, Jim MooreMoore, James Walton, Padraig O’Mahoney, Shane Cuddihy, Ciallin Brennan, Jim Moore
Front: Tommy Walton, Charlie Cleere, John Walton, Dylan Simpson, Tomás Dunne, Brendan Walsh, Eamonn Holland, Bill Coogan, Niall Front: Tommy Walton, Charlie Cleere, John Walton, Dylan Simpson, Tomás Dunne, Brendan Walsh, Eamonn Holland, Bill Coogan, Niall 

Holland, Padraig Walsh, Mark Simpson, Jack Keoghan Mascot: Ciaràn PrendergastHolland, Padraig Walsh, Mark Simpson, Jack Keoghan Mascot: Ciaràn Prendergast

MOONCOIN -  SENIOR FOOTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 2025MOONCOIN -  SENIOR FOOTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 2025
Back : Joe Kearns (Manager) , Seamus Kearns , Stephen Crowley, Paraic Murphy, Aidan Carroll , Martin O’Neill , Michael Ryan, Sean Back : Joe Kearns (Manager) , Seamus Kearns , Stephen Crowley, Paraic Murphy, Aidan Carroll , Martin O’Neill , Michael Ryan, Sean 
O’Dwyer, Donnacha Hogan, Billy Delahunty, Ciarán Walsh, Sean Walsh, Darragh Murphy, Michael Grace, Aidan Doyle, Cormac  Daly. O’Dwyer, Donnacha Hogan, Billy Delahunty, Ciarán Walsh, Sean Walsh, Darragh Murphy, Michael Grace, Aidan Doyle, Cormac  Daly. 

Front: Danny Purcell, Jack Ryan, Noah Wall, Kevin Crowley, Adam Croke, Paul Henebery, Cormac Kinsella, Ryan Croke, Killian Hogan, Front: Danny Purcell, Jack Ryan, Noah Wall, Kevin Crowley, Adam Croke, Paul Henebery, Cormac Kinsella, Ryan Croke, Killian Hogan, 
Ethan Rya , Ryan Carroll, Sean Wall, James Mex Delahunty, Máirtín Gannon.Ethan Rya , Ryan Carroll, Sean Wall, James Mex Delahunty, Máirtín Gannon.
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Junior Football Championship

The Junior Championship began with 5 first round matches played.

Rower-Inistioge won 3-5 to 0-12 against Galmoy, St. Patrick’s Ballyragget 
won 2-11 to 1-11 against Muckalee, Young Irelands prevailed by a point 
2-11 to 2-10 against Windgap, Railyard eased to a 4-10 to 0-4 win against 
Slieverue, while Kilmacow overcame Dicksboro 2-15 to 3-6.

In the Quarter-Finals, Tullaroan easily won 6-15 to 1-3 against Rower-
Inistioge, Bennettsbridge won by 2-12 to 1-8 against Young Irelands, 
Kilmacow won by 4-7 to 0-11 against Ballyhale Shamrocks, while St. 
Patricks easily won by5-15 to 0-5 against Railyard.

The Semi-Finals saw Tullaroan defeat St. Patrick’s by 1-11 to 0-7, while 
Bennettsbridge won by1-9 to 0-5 against Kilmacow.

The County Final was an absorbing contest as Tullaroan won by 0-21 to 
1-12 after extra-time, with the teams finishing level at 0-11 each at the 
end of normal time.

There was consolation for Bennettsbridge in the League final as they won 
0-12 to 1-07 against Tullaroan. 

INTER-COUNTY FOOTBALL

KILKENNY LOSE OUT NARROWLY IN SEMI-FINAL

London 1-17   Kilkenny 0-17

On a scorching Summer’s Evening on Friday 11th July, Kilkenny lost out 
narrowly to London in The All-Ireland Junior Football Semi-Final played 
at The National Centre of Excellence in Abbotstown.

The Kilkenny Team featured the services of former Kilkenny Senior 
Hurler Walter Walsh and he made an early impact with a point from play, 
as James Carroll and Darragh Hartley (two-pointer) also found the target 
to put them 0-4 to 0-1 ahead.

Further points from James Carroll (two point free), Fionn Cody and Caleb 
Roche put Kilkenny 0-8 to 0-4 ahead, before London replied with four 
points in succession to level proceedings at the interval, 0-8 each.

Kilkenny started the second-half in a rich vein of form with points from Mick 
Malone, Walter Walsh, James Carroll and Dylan Simpson to put them 
0-12 to 0-8 ahead, before London replied once more with consecutive 
two-pointers by the outstanding Noel Maher to level the match again by 
the 40th minute, 0-12 each.

An Ali Carney goal in the 43rd minute put London 1-12 to 0-12 ahead, 
and they held the initiative for the remainder of the game. 

The British Champions went four points up (1-14 to 0-13) with 10 minutes 
remaining, but Kilkenny battled away with James Carroll in particular, 
keeping the scoreboard ticking over from placed balls.

However, a two-pointer from London goalkeeper Caolan Doyle 
kept sufficient distance between the two teams as Kilkenny couldn’t 
manufacture a levelling goal to force extra-time in what was a thrilling 
contest.

Scorers for Kilkenny - James Carroll 0-8 (0-1 two point free, 0-5 
frees), Darragh Hartley (two pointer) and Walter Walsh 0-2 each, Mick 
Malone, Fionn Cody, Caleb Roche, Dylan Simpson and Karl Downey 
(45) 0-1 each,

KILKENNY - JUNIOR FOOTBALL SEMI-FINALISTS2025KILKENNY - JUNIOR FOOTBALL SEMI-FINALISTS2025
Back: Darragh Hennessy, Brian McDonald , Ciarán Kirwan, Conor Walsh, Richie Hennessy, Ethan Phelan, Dylan Simpson, Walter Walsh , Caleb Roche, Tommy Coogan.Back: Darragh Hennessy, Brian McDonald , Ciarán Kirwan, Conor Walsh, Richie Hennessy, Ethan Phelan, Dylan Simpson, Walter Walsh , Caleb Roche, Tommy Coogan.

Middle:Tom Roche, Alex Cass, Billy Power, Shane Kelly , Mick Malone , Tomas Mullally, Ger Malone, Karl Downey, Jack Walsh, Fionn Cody, Joe Healy, James Coogan, Mark Pender, Eibhan McEvoy.Middle:Tom Roche, Alex Cass, Billy Power, Shane Kelly , Mick Malone , Tomas Mullally, Ger Malone, Karl Downey, Jack Walsh, Fionn Cody, Joe Healy, James Coogan, Mark Pender, Eibhan McEvoy.
Front: Keith Flavin,  Nathan Sherry, James Carroll, Danny Glennon, Kevin Hennessy,  Darragh Hartley,  Ned Kirwan, Oisin O’Reilly, Aidan Barry, Jamie Harken, Darragh Walsh, Front: Keith Flavin,  Nathan Sherry, James Carroll, Danny Glennon, Kevin Hennessy,  Darragh Hartley,  Ned Kirwan, Oisin O’Reilly, Aidan Barry, Jamie Harken, Darragh Walsh, 

Harry Roche, Ciaran Wallace.Harry Roche, Ciaran Wallace.

GRAIGNAMANAGH  - IF FINALISTS 2025GRAIGNAMANAGH  - IF FINALISTS 2025
Back: Ciarán Kavanagh, Jack Connolly, Joe O’Neill, Owen O’Brien, Jack Dunne, Oran Canning, Sean O Neill, James Meaney, Michael Bolger, Cian O’Shea, Ted Dunne, TJ Caulfield,  Back: Ciarán Kavanagh, Jack Connolly, Joe O’Neill, Owen O’Brien, Jack Dunne, Oran Canning, Sean O Neill, James Meaney, Michael Bolger, Cian O’Shea, Ted Dunne, TJ Caulfield,  

Joe Dowling, Conor Murphy, Abhainn Flood, Eddie Doyle, Sean Walsh. Joe Dowling, Conor Murphy, Abhainn Flood, Eddie Doyle, Sean Walsh. 
Front: Damien Kielthy, Richard Foley, Sean Hamilton, Colin Bolger, Devon Kielthy, Sean Holden, Pierce Blanchfield, Shane Kearney, Gavin Kielthy, Niall Hayden, Seamus Kavanagh, Front: Damien Kielthy, Richard Foley, Sean Hamilton, Colin Bolger, Devon Kielthy, Sean Holden, Pierce Blanchfield, Shane Kearney, Gavin Kielthy, Niall Hayden, Seamus Kavanagh, 

Jack Ryan, Steven Cosgrave, Conor Byrne.Jack Ryan, Steven Cosgrave, Conor Byrne.
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James Culleton Receives the Senior Football Trophy From Jim Fennelly.James Culleton Receives the Senior Football Trophy From Jim Fennelly.
 Also Jim Dunne JJ Kavanagh Sponsor. Also Jim Dunne JJ Kavanagh Sponsor.

Jim Fennelly Presents the Senior Football League Trophy to Mooncoin Captain Jim Fennelly Presents the Senior Football League Trophy to Mooncoin Captain 
Cormac Kinsella.Cormac Kinsella.

Dylan Simpson receives the Junior Football Championship Trophy from Dylan Simpson receives the Junior Football Championship Trophy from 
Chairman PJ KennyChairman PJ Kenny

Richie Hennessey Cpt Glenmore Receives the Intermediate Championship Richie Hennessey Cpt Glenmore Receives the Intermediate Championship 
Final Trophy From Jim Fennelly.Final Trophy From Jim Fennelly.

Scorers for London - Noel Maher 0-9 (3 two 
point frees, 1 two pointer), Ali Carney 1-1, 
Sean Hickey, Caolan Doyle (two pointer) and 
Conor Redican 0-2 each, Christopher Morris 
0-1

Kilkenny Team: Karl Downey (Conahy 
Shamrocks), Oisin O’Reilly (Thomastown), 
Ciaran Wallace (Erins Own), Ned Kirwan 
(Thomastown), Darragh Hartley (Glenmore), 
Nathan Sherry (Thomastown)  (Joint-
Captain), Harry Roche  (Railyard), Alex Cass 
(Thomastown), Ger Malone (Mullinavat), Tom 
Coogan (Erins Own), Walter Walsh  (Tullogher-
Rosbercon), Dylan Simpson  (Tullaroan), 
James Carroll (Bennettsbridge), Caleb Roche 
(Railyard) (Joint-Captain), Fionn Cody (James 
Stephens),

Subs: Mick Malone (Mullinavat) for Cass half-
time, Thomas Mullally (Glenmore) for Coogan 
half-time, Conor Walsh (Mullinavat) for Roche 
47 minutes, James Coogan (Erins Own) for 
Simpson 57 minutes, 

Rest of Subs: Jack Walsh (Mullinavat), 
Richie Hennessy (Glenmore), Mark Hender 
(Railyard), Ethan Phelan (Glenmore), Ciaran 
Kirwan (Glenmore), Shane Kelly (Mullinavat), 
Tom Roche (Railyard), Kevin Hennessy 
(Tullogher-Rosbercon), Joe Healy (Barrow 
Rangers), 

Extended Panel: Billy Power (Windgap), 
Aidan Barry  (Railyard), Jamie Harkin 
(Bennettsbridge), Danny Glennon  (Tullogher-
Rosbercon), Brian McDonald (Railyard), 
Francie Ward  (Railyard), Darragh Walsh 
(Piltown), Keith Flavin (Barrow Rangers), 
Darragh Hennessy (Conahy Shamrocks), 
Eibhan McEvoy (Lisdowney),

Management Team: Christy Walsh (Manager), 

Paddy McConigley, Brian  Sheeran and Andy 
O’Brien (Selectors), JJ Grace (Coach)

MINOR

The Kilkenny Minor Footballers, managed by 
Eoin Hennessy, played three matches in the 
South Leinster Minor League, and they got 
their League campaign off to a very positive 
start with a hard-fought and well-merited draw 
against Carlow in UPMC Nowlan Park.

A Harry Antonesa goal put Kilkenny 1-1 to 0-3 
ahead at half-time, and points from a superb 
Eoin Walpole effort and a Darragh Lyons free 
helped maintain the advantage by the three 
quarter stage. 1-3 to 0-5.

A Carlow goal in the 48th minute put them 
1-5 to 1-3 ahead, but Kilkenny responded 
and goals from a Darragh O’Neill penalty and 
Darragh Lyons put them 3-3 to 1-6 ahead inside 
the final 10 minutes, before Carlow responded 
once more with a levelling goal. 3-3 to 2-6.

Points were exchanged before a Carlow point 
gave them the lead with just a few minutes 
remaining (2-8 to 3-4), but Darragh Lyons had 
the final say as he kicked the equalizing free 
to ensure a share of the spoils, and it was 
thoroughly deserved for their wholehearted 
efforts.

Further games followed with valiant 
performances as they lost 1-11 to 0-10 against 
Wexford, before losing 0-16 to 3-4 against 
Wicklow.

MINOR FOOTBALL PANEL: 

Darragh O’Neill (Barrow Rangers), Liam 
Kehoe (Bennettsbridge), Stephen O’Shea 
(Mullinavat), Blake Wheeler (Piltown), 

Cormac Diver (St. Patricks), Eoin Walpole 
(Bennettsbridge), David Phelan (Kilmacow), 
Cian O’Reilly (Barrow Rangers), Jack 
Stapleton (St. Martins), Daniel Tallis (St. 
Martins), Darragh Lyons (Kilmoganny), Harry 
Antonesa (Graiguenamanagh), Pauric Hanlon 
(Barrow Rangers), Conor Dillon (Danesfort), 
Peter Ward (Railyard), Darragh Horgan 
(Conahy Shamrocks), Jack Keating  (Barrow 
Rangers), Sean Rea (James Stephens), 
Cillian Murphy (Graiguenamanagh), 
Andrew Donohue (Barrow Rangers), Conor 
Tynan (Dicksboro), Luke Walsh (Fenians), 
Cooper Delaney (James Stephens), Jack 
Kennedy (John Lockes), Sean Sheridan  
(Kilmoganny), Cillian Dunphy (Lisdowney), 
Donncha Corcoran (Mullinavat), Jamie Hurley 
(Railyard), Amir Zousoul (Railyard), Geoff 
Dooley (St. Martins), Ted Healy (St. Martins), 
Robbie Barron (Thomastown),

ALL IRELAND SERIES 

The 2025season come to a close for our 
Kilkenny minor footballers following a hard-
fought encounter with Waterford last in the 
All-Ireland Minor Football Championship 
Quarterfinal. While the result didn’t go our 
way, it marks the end of a campaign filled with 
determination, commitment, and heart.

Throughout the year, this group of young 
athletes showed incredible dedication and 
left everything on the field every time they 
competed. Their development and spirit were 
evident in every performance.

A sincere thank you goes to the entire panel of 
players for their efforts over the season, to our 
coaching team of Eoin Hennessy, Pat Nolan, 
Eoin Flanagan & Davey Lyon’s  for their tireless 
work behind the scenes and to the parents and 
guardians for their unwavering support and 
encouragement.
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The U19 Development League was held for 
the second time in 2025. Kilkenny opened 
their campaign with a defeat by a strong 
Westmeath U20 side, who were fully deserving 
of their victory.
However, Kilkenny responded impressively in 
their second outing, producing a commanding 
performance to secure a comprehensive win 
over Dublin. The highlight of the evening was 
a hat-trick from Mooncoin forward Robbie 
Doherty, as the Cats adapted best to the 
difficult conditions.
Manager Matthew Ruth’s side showed 
significant improvement from their opening 
defeat, with a performance that reflected both 
composure and potential. The starting team 
featured several players from last year’s All-
Ireland minor panel, blended with individuals 
who have impressed recently at schools level.
Kilkenny looked the sharper of the two teams 
from the outset, disrupting Dublin’s short-
passing style on multiple occasions. Early 
points from Robbie Doherty and Eoghan 
Brennan set the tone before Colm Treacy, 
David Barcoe, and Patrick Lacey added 
further scores to make it 0-4 to 0-1.
Although Dublin briefly closed the gap 
through Lorcan Doolin and Cathal Barrett, 
Kilkenny responded emphatically, outscoring 
their opponents 1-4 to 0-0 before the break. 
The second half saw Kilkenny continue to 
dominate, with the result never in doubt.
In round three, Kilkenny travelled to Power 
Park to take on Wexford. A strong opening—
helped by favourable wind conditions—saw 
Kilkenny register four points in the first five 
minutes through Lacey (2), Seán Deely, and 
Bill McDermott.
Wexford were fortunate not to concede a 
goal in the ninth minute when a powerful 
strike from Stephen Kinsella struck the post 
and rebounded to safety. Although Kilkenny 
extended their lead early in the second 
half—moving 0-12 to 0-5 ahead—Wexford 
responded well.
The Slaneysiders dominated the middle phase 
of the second half, with three converted frees 
from Browne, a brace from substitute Adam 
O’Connell-Byrne, and a third point from Jamie 
Doyle reducing the gap to two (0-13 to 0-11).
Kilkenny remained composed, with a point 
from Doherty and several well-taken efforts 
from Lacey ensuring they stayed ahead in the 
closing stages.
In the semi-final, Kilkenny overcame a 
weakened Offaly side in a one-sided affair to 

secure their place in the final, where they will 
once again meet Dublin.

Kilkenny secured back-to-back U19 Hurling 
Development League titles after a dramatic 
two-point win over Dublin at UPMC Nowlan 
Park. A late goal from Cian Donnelly, which 
slipped over the line in unexpected fashion, 
proved to be the crucial moment in a highly 
entertaining contest in a 1-24 to 3-16 win.
The game was finely balanced throughout, 
with Kilkenny holding the lead for long 

spells but never managing to fully pull away 
from a dogged Dublin outfit. With Oscar 
Brennan and Jack Kennedy combining for 
three goals, Dublin remained in contention 
until the final whistle.
The decisive moment came in the dying 
minutes when a speculative Kilkenny shot was 
parried down by goalkeeper John Mooney, 
only for the ball to spin back over the line — a 
moment of misfortune that handed Kilkenny 
the edge. Donnelly followed up with a point 
in added time to give his side just enough 
breathing room.
Kilkenny started the match strongly, 
racing into a 0-6 to 0-1 lead thanks to 
the sharp shooting of Patrick Lacey, John 
Fitzpatrick, Robbie Doherty, and Louis Ragget. 
Dublin responded well, with Brennan’s 
first goal in the 22nd minute narrowing the 
gap. Gearóid Flannery brought the sides level 
with a free, and Tommy Cullen gave Dublin 
their first lead shortly after.
However, Kilkenny finished the half the 
stronger, with scores from Sam Hayes and 
Lacey sending them into the break ahead, 
0-13 to 1-9.

The second half saw Kilkenny look like pulling 
clear once again, as Lacey, Fitzpatrick, 
and Sam Deely added points. But Dublin 
struck back in style, with goals from Brennan 
and Kennedy turning the tide heading into the 
final quarter.
Trailing by four points with just over ten 
minutes remaining, Kilkenny kept their 
composure. They rattled off five unanswered 
points — three from the ever-reliable 
Lacey, alongside efforts from Doherty and 
substitute Jason Cody — to reclaim the lead.
Dublin kept pressing, but Kilkenny had the 
final say. Donnelly’s goal, though fortunate, 
capped a strong finish, and his point moments 
later helped seal the title in a match full of 
intensity and quality.
This year’s competition once again 
showcased the depth of talent across Leinster, 
with six counties participating and young 
players gaining valuable experience at a 
higher level.

PANEL: Andrew Murphy - Tullogher 
Rosbercon, Andrew Phelan, Piltown, Anthony 
Clifford - Dicksboro, Bill McDermott, James 
Stephens, Bill O’Shea, Dicksboro, Bobby 
Brennan, Erins Own, Cian Donnelly, St 
Lachtains,  Conor Brophy, Erins Own, Conor 
O’Sullivan, Erins Own, Daniel McCormack, 
O’Loughlin Gaels, Dara Behan, James 
Stephens,  Darragh Coverdale, Danesfort,  
David Barcoe (Captain), Clara, , Donnchadh 
Hennessy, Dicksboro, Eanna O’Keefe, 
Thomastown,  Eoghan Cahill, Graigue 
Ballycallan, James O’Neill, St Martins, Jason 
Cody, Glenmore, Jim Conlon, Young Irelands, 
John Fitzpatrick, Shamrocks Ballyhale, Louis 
Raggett, Dicksboro, Luke Lawlor, Clara,  
Matthew Bolger, St Martins,  Michael Keane, 
St Martins,  Michael Lynch, John Lockes, Niall 
O’Brien, Piltown, Patrick Lacey, Dicksboro, 
Regan Downey, Fenians, Robbie Doherty, 
Mooncoin, Ruairi Harrison, James Stephens, 
Sam Hayes, Danesfort, Sean Deely, James 
Stephens, Stephen Kinsella, Graignamanagh, 
Zac Scanlon, James Stephens.

Management , Matt Ruth, James Stephens, 
David Hennessy, James Stephens,  David 
Ryan, Dicksboro, Willie O’Dwyer, Mullinavat,  
Bill Cody, Clara, 
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KILKENNY U19 PANEL 2025KILKENNY U19 PANEL 2025
Back: Ruairi Harrison, Donnchadh Hennessy, James O’Neill, Stephen Kinsella, Sam Hayes,  John Fitzpatrick, Conor O’Sullivan, Bobby Brennan, Regan Downey, Back: Ruairi Harrison, Donnchadh Hennessy, James O’Neill, Stephen Kinsella, Sam Hayes,  John Fitzpatrick, Conor O’Sullivan, Bobby Brennan, Regan Downey, 

Andrew Murphy, Matthew Bolger, Louis Raggett, Niall O’Brien, Darragh Coverdale, Robbie Doherty, Cian Donnelly, Anthony Clifford, Andrew Murphy, Matthew Bolger, Louis Raggett, Niall O’Brien, Darragh Coverdale, Robbie Doherty, Cian Donnelly, Anthony Clifford, 
Bill McDermott, Michael Keane.Bill McDermott, Michael Keane.

Front:  Zac Scanlon, Eanna O’Keeffe, Luke Lawlor, Michael lynch, Conor Brophy, Bill O’Shea, Dara Behan, Jim Conlon, David Barcoe (C), Jason Cody, Front:  Zac Scanlon, Eanna O’Keeffe, Luke Lawlor, Michael lynch, Conor Brophy, Bill O’Shea, Dara Behan, Jim Conlon, David Barcoe (C), Jason Cody, 
Sean Deely,  Daniel McCormack, Patrick Lacey.  Missing form photo: Andrew Phelan and Eoghan Cahill.Sean Deely,  Daniel McCormack, Patrick Lacey.  Missing form photo: Andrew Phelan and Eoghan Cahill.

David Barcoe receives the Leinster U19 
League Trophy from PJ Kenny, Chairman.

Photos: Willie DempseyPhotos: Willie Dempsey

Patrick O’Flynn Kilkenny GAA Coaching Officer
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Richie Tierney RIP

Every town in Ireland has that one person you turn to when some-
thing needs doing — someone who leads, inspires, and brings 
people together. For the people of Rower Inistioge, that person was 
Richie Tierney. His sudden passing on March 23rd left a deep void in 
his family, community, and among his many friends. Known as “Mr. 
Rower Inistioge,” Richie devoted his life to hard work, honesty, and 
service.

A successful businessman, Richie’s reputation for dependability and 
commitment was unmatched. He treated everyone with decency and 
respect, never asking an employee to do something he wouldn’t do 
himself. From humble beginnings in construction with his brother Mi-
chael, cousin Dick, and Tom O’Neill, Richie helped build Tierney and 
O’Neill Contractors into one of the South East’s most respected firms. 
Through grit and determination, they earned a reputation for reliability 
and craftsmanship.

At his funeral, stories flowed of Richie’s generosity and humour. His 
lifelong friend Eddie Keher described him as “clever, generous, a 
superb businessman — and he just could not say no when the com-
munity needed him.” Keher noted that everything positive in Rower 
Inistioge seemed to have Richie’s touch. Of all his projects, Richie 
was proudest of building Ámhan Rí, the community centre in Inistioge 
— a lasting testament to his love for the place and its people.

Richie’s devotion extended beyond work. He was a loving husband 
to Josette, proud father to Richard, Pat, Michelle, and Geraldine, 
and a doting grandfather. His friend, Michael Lyng fondly recalled 
Richie’s humour and kindness, including the time Richie paid for a 
stranger’s excess baggage at Dublin Airport — though, he added 
with a laugh, “he’d skin you for a fiver on the golf course.” Richie’s wit 
was legendary, as was his ability to tell a story, whether or not it was 
entirely true.

Family friend and fellow businessman Willo Deevy remembered 
Richie as utterly dependable — “a man you could stake your life on.” 
His leadership, decisiveness, and integrity made him a cornerstone 
of the community.

Golf was Richie’s second great passion after hurling. Mount Juliet 
Captain Dermot Fennelly remembered him as “a valued member of 
the club and a late convert to golf. He once couldn’t understand how 
men would waste time playing when there was work to be done — 
and later couldn’t understand how anyone could work when there 
was golf to be played!”

Within the Rower Inistioge GAA Club, Richie’s influence was 
immense. He hurled for the club, served as Chairman from 2020 
to 2023, Treasurer for more than 20 years, Senior Selector in 1977 
and 1978, and long-time Chairman of Bórd na nÓg. His practical 
wisdom, humour, and leadership shaped generations of players and 
volunteers. Mickey Tierney once quipped that Richie believed “you’re 
better off with alcoholics working for you than golfers — at least you’d 
know the alcoholics wouldn’t turn up!”

Richie Tierney’s life was a masterclass in generosity, hard work, 
and community spirit. His family, friends, and the people of Rower 
Inistioge will long remember the man who gave his all — and always 
did it with a smile.

Luke Harney RIP

Luke Harney 1992-2025

On the 8th of September Kilmacow and the entire Kilkenny GAA 
community was rocked by the untimely passing of Luke Harney. 
Kilmacow lost a captain, a leader, a fantastic hurler but more im-
portantly a great friend to many.

Luke epitomised everything it meant to be a leader both on and 
off the field. He was always a shining light on the pitch, leading 
by example with the number 6 on his back. He often dragged his 
teams through games and inspired others to be better with his 
actions. His attitude and application to both training and playing 
was exemplary, he left no stone unturned to ensure he was at peak 
performance everyday he stepped onto the field. From the time 
he stepped onto our Junior team as a 17-year-old to his untimely 
passing, he never missed a championship game for Kilmacow. That 
is a mark of the man he was. Kilmacow meant everything to him.

He also represented Kilkenny with distinction at Minor, U21 and 
Intermediate level, winning two All-Ireland medals. This inspired 
many younger players in the parish and showed what could be 
achieved. His unmatched work ethic and “never say die” attitude 
was clear to see every time he stepped on a hurling field.

To Luke’s heartbroken family we extended our deepest sympathies. 
To his partner Tash, his adored girls Holly & Sofia, parents Paul & 
Jacinta, brothers Gerry, Shane & Jake, the wider Harney and Fell 
families and Luke’s many friends our thoughts are with you always. 
We hope it is some solace to see the regard Luke was held in by 
everyone who had the pleasure of knowing him. 

In different walks of life people retire, and then get involved again 
to give something back to what they got so much out of.  Luke 
didn’t get to retire but unknowingly was already giving something 
back in the form of inspiring the next generation in Kilmacow 
through his leadership, skill, dedication & determination. There’s a 
generation of young Kilmacow players who grew up dreaming of 
sharing the pitch and the jersey with Luke, hopefully his memory 
can spur them on for the future.

He has left us with a proud legacy in his 33 short years, a legacy of 
respect, passion and leadership. A legacy that will live on, not only 
in the players here in Kilmacow, but also in the hearts of his friends 
and family and everyone who knew him.

Our club will never be the same but it will always be better for 
having Luke Harney as one of our own.

Ar a dheis De go raibh a anam dilís.
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Cllr Joe Malone
PEACE COMMISSIONER

086 312 8838
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INTERCOUNTY YEAR REVIEW
SENIOR - LEAGUE

The first League match, Kilkenny played Galway in MW Hire, Dunmore, unfortunately they were defeated by 
two points, 0-11 to 0-13. Second game, Kilkenny played Tipperary in The Ragg & were beaten by 1-8 to 0-16. 
Their third match was against Cork in Pairc Ui Chaoimh. Cork were the better team on the day winning 3-17 to 
0-13. The fourth game was against neighbours Waterford in UPMC Nowlan Park. Kilkenny won 2-18 to 2-13. 
The final game of the League was against Dublin played in O’Toole Park, Crumlin. Kilkenny won 2-16 to 0-14

Leinster 

Semi Final against Dublin was played in St Peregrine’s. Kilkenny won 4-11 to 2-12. The Final against Wexford 
played in Netwatch Cullen Park, Carlow was part of a double header with Intermediate Final. Kilkenny won 0-20 
to 1-6. Kilkenny were Senior Leinster Champions for the 27th time

All Ireland Series

In the first match of the Glen Dimplex Senior All Ireland Championship, Kilkenny played Derry in Owenbeg. 
Kilkenny winning 3-26 to 0-9. Second match, they played Waterford in UPMC Nowlan Park, Waterford were the 
better team, winning 0-17 to 0-10 The third game was against Dublin in Parnell Park. Kilkenny won 1-19 to 
1-14. The final group game, they played Galway in UPMC Nowlan Park & Galway won 1-17 to 0-12

Kilkenny finished third in their group and qualified for the All-Ireland Quarter Finals against Tipperary. This match 
was to be played as part of a double header with the GAA Hurling Semi Final in Croke Park

Kilkenny 0-10 to 0-8 at the interval, but Tipperary cam back into the game in the second half & were leading 
0-16 to 0-14 heading towards the final whistle, but Sarah Barcoe & Laura Murphy scored a point each to send 
the match to extra time. Aoife Prendergast converted three pointed frees at the start of extra time	 . 
Caoimhe Keher Murtagh was taking a shot on goal, it ended in the net. Caoimhe was fouled as after she hit the 
sliotar, but the referee disallowed the goal and gave a Penalty to Kilkenny, but it was saved. A VERY BIG GAME 
CHANGER.

Tipperary would go onto get 1-5 without reply in the remaining minutes that broke Kilkenny hearts

Aoife Norris, Michelle Teehan, Tiffanie Fitzgerald, Danielle Quigley, Niamh Deely, Maria Brennan, Caoimhe 
Dowling, Aobha O’Gorman, Laura Greene, Mary O’Connell, Laura Murphy, Steffi Fitzgerald, Aoife Prendergast, 
Katie Power (Capt), Kellyann Doyle

Subs – Ali Kennedy, Miriam Bambrick, Ciara Phelan, Sarah Baroce, Sophie Holden, Ava Brett, Caoimhe Keher 
Murtagh, Asha McHardy, Katie Nolan, Carlise Comerford, Sophie O’Dwyer, Mairead Kennedy, Niamh Crowley, 
Sinead O’Keeffe, Claire Doheny

3 Kilkenny players are nominated for PWC All Stars to be held in November – Laura Murphy, Laura Greene & 
Katie Power

No Intermediate for 2nd County teams this year. U23 Championship was played

U23 - No U23 League played

Leinster

Entered the Intermediate Leinster Championship. Leinster Quarter final – played Meath away, Kilkenny winning 
by a point 1-14 to 2-10. Leinster Semi Final played Laois in Pairc Lachtain, Freshford – Laois won 2-12 to 0-17

All Ireland Series

In the first match, Kilkenny Cork in Pairc Ui Rinn, Cork won 2-16 to 0-8. The second match was against Waterford 
in John Locke Park, Callan. Kilkenny winning 0-13 to 1-8. The third game was against Tipperary in The Ragg. 
Tipperary won 1-18 to 0-17 on a wet & windy day. Fourth game was against Galway in UPMC Nowlan Park, 
which ended in a draw, 0-12 to 1-9

Heading into the final group match against Galway, Kilkenny were fourth in the table & due to play Cork in the 
semi-final but there was an investigation into the Cork v Kilkenny 1st round match and it was found that Cork 
had played an extra sub and Kilkenny were awarded the points, so Kilkenny moved up to third and would face 
Galway again, now in the semi-final. The game was played in Kenny Park, Athenry and unfortunately Kilkenny 
lost by the minimum 1-12 to 1-13

Sinead Farrell, Hannah Larkin, Katie Ryan, Sofia Kerr, Katie Byrne, Tara McGrath, Aisling Browne, Laura Phelan, 
Muireann Gannon, Amy Brennan, Ellen Gunner, Ciara O’Keeffe, Lauren Ronan, Rachel Dowling, Keara Ryan

Subs – Rachel Moloney, Rachel Whelan, Emma Mulhall, Amy Cody, Emma Poyntz, Maire Claire O’Dwyer, 
Eadaoin Coady, Anna Doheny, Katie Brennan, Julie Lennon, Rose Kelly, Laoise Nolan, Caoimhe Carroll, Niamh 
Holohan, Grace Barcoe

Minor A - Leinster 

Semi-final was against Dublin. Kilkenny won 5-9 to 0-4. The Final wasn’t played until 30th April due to bad 
weather conditions & the All-Ireland series. This was three days after they won the All-Ireland. They played 
Wexford in the final, with Wexford winning 4-8 to 0-9

Minor B - Leinster

Semi-Final was against Dublin, Kilkenny won 1-12 to 1-11. The final was against Kildare, with Kildare winning 
1-12 to 0-8

KILKENNY DOMINATE LEINSTER AGAIN
DICKSBORO TOPS AT HOME

Camogie Report by Aoife Lanigan, PRO

Photos: SPORTSFILE & Willie Dempsey
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Minor A  - All Ireland Series

First game of the Electric Ireland Minor All-Ireland Championship, Kilkenny 
played Dublin in St Vincent’s GAA, Dublin with Kilkenny winning 4-16 to 
0-7. The second game was against Tipperary in MW Hire, Dunmore. It 
ended in a draw 0-12 to 1-9. The Third game, Kilkenny played Cork in 
MW Hire, Dunmore. Cork won 3-10 to 1-13. Kilkenny qualified for the 
All-Ireland Quarter Final against Galway in Ballinasloe. After 7 minutes, 
Kilkenny were down by 8 points but by half time, they went in 2 points 
ahead (2-9 to 2-7). In the second half, Kilkenny took complete control, 
outscoring Galway 4-7 to 0-4 to win by 6-16 to 2-11

The All-Ireland Semi-Final was against Limerick in Templeglantine near 
Abbeyfeale. Kilkenny won 4-14 to 0-8

Kilkenny were now in the Minor All-Ireland Final against their old rivals 
Cork. The match was in UPMC Nowlan Park as part of a double header 
with the Minor A Shield Final

Kilkenny were crowned Minor A All Ireland Camogie Champions for the 
8th time after an electric performance against Cork 

The Cats greater goal power saw them get the better of their old rivals in 
a perfect team game at UPMC Nowlan Park

A determined Kilkenny went on the attack straight from the throw in, 
Eleanor Doheny driving the sliotar towards goal. A great catch saw Lucy 
Boyd win possession before she slotted the ball over the bar. Two minutes 
later, Kilkenny Joint Captain Ciara O’Shea found the target with a point 
after the sliotar broke kindly for her, while being batted out of defence

It got even better for the hosts. From the resulting puckout, Taylor 
Aylward cleared upfield to Molly Conroy who laid off a handpass to 
Niamh Davis.

Setting off at speed towards the Cork goal, she pulled the trigger – 
Kilkenny were 1-2 to 0-0 after three & a half minutes

A stunned Cork regained their composure and started to settle into the 
match. They scored the next three points, Clara Murphy (two frees) & 
Ally Mulkerrins getting them on the board

However, they had to be alert in defence as the hosts kept hunting for 
big scores. Molly Conroy was only denied a second goal for Kilkenny after 
Cork goalkeeper Anna Kearney made a superb save

After a tough start, Cork were dealt a blow when they lost influential 
midfielder Catherine Murphy with a shoulder injury after 19th minutes, 
which led to a long stoppage before play resumed

Ona Kennedy pointed a free for the Cats with Maebh O’Brien replying 
for Cork, Emily Phelan was on target for Kilkenny with a fine point with 
another Murphy free for Cork making it 1-4 to 0-5

Just before half time, Aisling O’Sullivan pointed to see Kilkenny lead by 
1-5 to 0-5 at the break

On the resumption of play, Kilkenny continued where they had left off in 
the first half. Rachel Phelan winning a free for Kilkenny on the 50m line. 
Ona Kennedy stood over the sliotar. Taking aim, she sent it towards the 
Cork goal, the sliotar went all the way to the back of the net

Kennedy converted another free for Kilkenny before Cork were awarded 
a Penalty for a foul on Tara Goulding. Rachel Murphy took the Penalty, 
but Ella Walton leaped off her line and got her hurl to the sliotar, saved it 
and the danger was cleared

That save was a blow to Cork’s hopes but only served to spur Kilkenny 
on. Emily Phelan added another point for Kilkenny after a great stick pass 
to her from Eleanor Doheny, pushing the homeside 2-7 to 0-5 ahead 
with 46 minutes gone

Murphy pulled a point back for Cork from a free but, in the 55th minute, 
Emily Phelan finished any chance of a Cork fightback when she rattled 
the back of the net for Kilkenny’s third goal (3-7 to 0-6)

Shona Cronin pointed a free for Cork & she added another from a 45, but 
they were no more than consolation scores

The final say went to the Champions. The last score of a memorable 
game was a well struck effort by Sadhbh Shefflin, a score which sparked 
scenes of celebration as Kilkenny ran our deserving winners, adding a 
crown to Minor A titles won in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2013, 2015 
& 2021

Ella Walton, Caoimhe Power, Grace Brennan, Jessica Smith, Ciara Hickey, 
Ona Kennedy, Taylor Aylward, Rachel Phelan, Eleanor Doheny, Lucy 
Boyd, Aisling O’Sullivan, Niamh Davis, Emily Phelan, Ciara O’Shea (Joint 
Captain), Molly Conroy

Subs: Kate Meighan, Shona Ruane, Shannon Doheny, Sadhbh Shefflin, 
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Rebecca Hayden, Jill O’Brien, Michelle Killeen, Rhianna Scott, Siofra 
O’Leary, Roisin Burns, Ella O’Reilly, Ali Greaney, Aoife O’Grady, Aisling 
O’Shea, Clara Walsh, Eabha Mullally, Jenny Saunders (Joint Captain), 
Kate Dowling

7 players named on Minor Electric Ireland Team of the Year & Player 
of the Year

Ella Walton, Goalkeeper; Grace Brennan, Full Back; Ona Kennedy, Centre 
Back; Ciara Hickey, Wing Back; Rachel Phelan, Midfield; Emily Phelan, 
Corner Forward; Molly Conroy, Corner Forward

Ona Kennedy, Player of the Year

U16A

Leinster

First match, Kilkenny played Wexford away, with Kilkenny winning 3-19 
to 1-5. Their second match was against Offaly in Ballinamore, Kilkenny 
won 4-12 to 1-10

Third match was against Dublin in Urlingford, Kilkenny won 3-11 to 1-7. 
This set up a Cup Final against Offaly in Pairc Sheamuis Stephain, Kells 
Road. Kilkenny won 2-20 to 1-6. Crowned Leinster Champions

All Ireland Series

U16A

First match in the Eir U16 All Ireland Championship, Kilkenny played 
Limerick in Thomastown. Kilkenny won 1-16 to 2-11. Second match was 
against Tipperary in The Ragg with Kilkenny winning 1-10 to 0-6. The 
third match, Kilkenny played Cork away, with Cork winning 4-13 to 1-8

The fourth match was against Galway in John Locke Park, with Galway 
winning 1-12 to 2-7. The final group game, Kilkenny played Dublin away, 
with Kilkenny winning 2-13 to 2-8. Kilkenny finished 3rd in the group 
and they faced Cork in the All-Ireland Semi Final. This was a tighter affair 
than when they played earlier in the group, but Kilkenny couldn’t turn the 
tables & Cork won 1-11 to 1-9

U16A – Clodagh Galway, Moya O’Brien, Erin Morrissey, Mairead Duggan, 
Ciara Joyce, Eva Tynan, Rachel Murphy, Emma Hogan, Muireann Kenny, 
Niamh Drennan, Aisleann Mullally, Holly Ryan, Amy O’Shea, Grace 
Farrell, Dearbhla Ryan

Subs – Caoimhe Corcoran, Katie Dunphy (Capt), Hannah Tennyson, 
Ellen Treacy, Sian Bolger, Katie O’Shea, Eilish Keating, Aoibhe Bourke, 
Colleen Byrne, Lilly Ryan Murray, Onagh Fitzpatrick, Lucy Lennon, Lucy 
O’Gorman, Blathnaid Keane, Gwen Wade, Meabh Kenny

U15 Development Squads

The Kilkenny U15 Squads (Ambers and Blacks) had a very successful 
year. This group of approx. 60 girls trained and worked hard together 
and competed to the highest level in many games throughout the Spring 
and Summer months. 

Challenge matches began in April, taking on Westmeath and Wexford 
and continued into May with matches against Dublin and Waterford. 
On Saturday, 3rd of May, the Ambers travelled to Borrisoleigh to play 
round robin matches against Tipperary, Cork and Clare and the Blacks 
travelled to Wexford to take on Wexford, Waterford and Dublin. All highly 
competitive games. 

Further challenge matches against Limerick, Galway and Kildare all 
helped in bringing this group of girls together, playing some excellent 
camogie and showing off their skills, even if the weather sometimes was 
challenging! 

Another round of matches took place on May 24th, when the Blacks took 
on Wexford and the Ambers took on Cork. Following this, in early July, 
the Blacks travelled to Dublin and the Ambers travelled to Clare. Next up, 
was our Provincial Leinster Blitz on the 19th of July, which took place 
in Ferns, Wexford. Both teams came out successful on the day with the 
Ambers defeating Dublin to win the final and the Blacks defeating Offaly 
to win the final also. 

In August, we were back in Borrisoleigh to compete in the Niamh Hogan 
Heffernan tournament (1 team). We played very competitive matches 
against Cork, Tipperary and Galway and finished up the day as Shield 
winners. 

The final day out for the Amber and Black squads was their National Blitz 
on August 23rd, where the Ambers travelled to Cappawhite in Limerick 
and the Blacks travelled to Cahir in Tipperary. On a mixed day of weather, 
the Ambers had brilliant wins against Limerick and Tipperary and narrowly 
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lost to Galway, which put them into the Shield final. The Ambers won by 
defeating Clare on a scoreline of 3-7 to 1-3. The Blacks also played in 
tough conditions in Cahir and after playing matches against Waterford, 
Dublin and Galway, they also went into a shield final which they narrowly 
lost to Limerick. 

This is a very talented group of girls, who worked incredibly hard all 
season for their clubs and county and we look forward to seeing great 
things from them in the future. 

U14

Kilkenny Amber Squad 

The Kilkenny Amber squad came together in March, marking the 
beginning of a memorable and rewarding journey for the group. From the 
outset, the focus extended beyond the pitch, with the players attending 
mindfulness and nutrition talks, helping to lay a strong foundation for 
personal development, wellbeing, and performance.

The squad’s first test came in a challenge match against Tipperary, giving 
the girls their first opportunity to play together and set the tone for the 
season ahead.

On May 17th, the team travelled to Limerick for their first official blitz. 
The girls competed exceptionally well on the day, earning impressive 
wins over Cork and Galway. While they suffered a loss to Tipperary, the 
performance overall showed great promise and teamwork.

The team continued to grow in confidence and cohesion. On June 14th, 
the Amber squad participated in the Leinster Blitz in Ferns, where they 
delivered strong performances with victories over Dublin, Offaly, and 
Wexford. Despite a determined effort, they were narrowly defeated by 
Offaly in the final. Nonetheless, the day showcased the team’s talent 
and resilience.

One of the highlights of the year came with the Kilkenny Blitz, where 
the girls shone on home soil, playing fantastic camogie and ultimately 
taking home silverware. This win was a proud moment for the team 
and their families.

Their success continued on July 27th, when the Amber squad proudly 
lifted the Orla McDonagh Shield, another special achievement that 
reflected the team’s development and dedication.

The group also took time to build connections off the pitch with a team 
bonding day at Castlecomer Discovery Park. The day was filled with fun, 
laughter, and team spirit, strengthening relationships and creating lasting 
memories.

While the National Blitz didn’t go as planned — with the girls being 
knocked out by Derry in the semi-final — their effort and commitment 
throughout the tournament was never in doubt.

The season was brought to a fitting close with a parade around Croke Park 
on All-Ireland Final day. It was a proud moment for the players, coaches, 
and families — a celebration of all they had achieved throughout the 
year and a memory the girls will carry with them for years to come.

Kilkenny Blacks

Kilkenny Blacks started their campaign in the middle of May on a 
Saturday morning in a very Sunny SETU arena.

It was the girls first outing competitively and they acquitted themselves 
brilliantly. They had wins with very strong performances over Wexford 2 
and Tipperary 2 in the group stages. They followed this up with another 
strong performance against Waterford 2 to secure a place in the Cup final 
on the day. The opposition in the Final was Waterford 1, the Kilkenny 
girls put in a huge performance but came up just short against Waterfords 
1st Team.

A thoroughly enjoyable day and the Facilities at the girls disposal were 
top class

Next up was the Leinster Blitz held in the Wexford Centre of Excellence in 
Ferns Co. Wexford. The blitz was held in mid June but there was no need 
for sunscreen this time round as the girls dealt with heavy down powers 
and grey skies. The Kilkenny girls won all their group games against 
Laois, Dublin and Wexford getting them straight through to the final. 
Laois overcame Dublin in the final knockout game to book their place 
in the final. Kilkenny had beaten Laois narrowly in the group stages but 
they learned the most from that game as they put in their performance 
of the Tournament in the Final. Every girl was fantastic and many tasted 
provincial success for the first time, hopefully the first of many.

In Mid July Kilkenny hosted Wexford, Limerick and Laois in Gowran. The 

games commenced on a Saturday morning and our unpredictable record 
with the weather continued, this time the girls played during the peak of 
a Heatwave and temperatures hit the high 20s in the early afternoon. 
The Girls played 2 fantastic group games against Wexford and Limerick 
and dominated both games from open play but lost both games by single 
scores with sucker punch goals against the run of play.

The Final game of the day would be the Shield final against Laois. Most 
likely frustrated from earlier losses our young Cats put on an exhibition in 
this final, racking up a huge score, putting points over from all angles and 
creating and executing very well worked goals.

The end of the same month saw us travel to Durlas Og in Thurles where 
opposition in the group stages saw the girls put together 3 outstanding 
wins against Limerick, Dublin and Galway respectively. This saw the 
Kilkenny side top the group and we awaited the 2nd team from the 
Dr. Morris Park to meet us in the Semi Final. The opposition was a very 
strong physical Cork side and the huge effort from the group games told 
on our girls and Cork progressed to the Final

 Kilkenny Stripes

This little group of camogie stars from across the county’s proud clubs 
were a perfect mix of younger and older U14s, all starting out on their 
intercounty journeys. The early part of the season saw us play a challenge 
game against Wexford and a 1v1 match against Tipperary, and while 
we knew the girls would take a few weeks to get to know each other, it 
was clear from the start that this crew had the talent, skill and heart to 
represent the Black and Amber. 

Our first blitz was under a blazing sun in the heart of County Kildare where 
we took on Derry, Dublin and Wexford. A clean sweep of wins set the 
marker for this group and our season together. 

Onwards to the Leinster Blitz, where we took on Kildare, Dublin and 
Wexford in the rounds, with 2 wins and a loss to Kildare, the stripes 
found themselves in a Leinster Final rematch with Kildare. Not a group to 
be taken twice, the Kilkenny Stripes powered to victory in Ferns to take 
the Leinster honours for 2025. 

Off to Carlow in July on the hottest day of the summer for the next blitz. 
Ice boxes and cool pops were the order of the day! 

Again, tough challenges against Wexford, Tipperary and Kildare, but in 
true Kilkenny form another final for the Stripes and in searing heat a 
win against a very strong Tipperary team rewarded the girls for their 
hard work. 

All these blitzes were building up to the big one. The All Ireland. We 
had a job to do. 

The trip to Meath in early August was to be one of the highlights of our 
season together. The group had a faultless run through the group stages 
and with wins over Clare, Laois and our age-old rivals Cork, we found 
ourselves once again, taking on our Leinster Challengers, Kildare. We 
knew each other well but this wonderful group epitomised Kilkenny with 
a rapid fire start and true grit and determination, the black and amber girls 
got their reward.  A very special day for a very special squad.

🏆Leinster and All Ireland Champions 2025 🏆

U16

U16B Leinster final Kilkenny 1-15 Laois 1-5

The old adage ‘ a good start is half the battle’ was very much in evidence 
at the U16B Leinster camogie final on the astroturf pitch in SETU Carlow 
back in early February. In cold but dry conditions, the fast start by the 
Kilkenny girls saw them lead by 1-4 to no score after five minutes and 
this was a lead they largely retained for the rest of the hour even though 
Laois battled gamely throughout. 

This fast start was started with an Emma Daly point inside the first 30 
seconds and two quick frees from the lively Laoise Kehoe and a smart 1-1 
from the impressive Rachel Duff saw the Kilkenny girls with an early seven 
point advantage. Despite playing with the breeze, it took Laois until the 
6th minute to launch their first attack and this yielded an opening point 
from a 45 by Chloe Boylan. This did settle the Laois girls and they now 
started to stem the dominance of Kilkenny’s strong midfield pair of Noa 
Bambrick and Ruby Norris who were dominant in the early stages. Scores 
were now harder to come by and when Laois’ Snead Kirby applied a 
smart finish to the net in the 26th minute, the margin was down to four 
points (1-6 to 1-2). Both sides traded points before the half time whistle 
(Emma Daly KK, Lauren Fitzpatrick L) to leave the half time score at 1-7 
(KK) to 1-3 (L).

The opening stages of the second half saw scores again hard to come by 
despite the faster astro conditions and Kilkenny has slightly edged further 
ahead 1-9 to 1-4 by the 40th minute. The wind advantage was now with 
Kilkenny and driven on by Rachel Murphy at centre-back, they started to 
take over the scoreboard with points flowing from Barrow Rangers’ Noa 
Bambrick (2) and Rebecca Smith (2). Laois battled to the end but were 
now finding scores very hard to come by and a further two minor scores 
from Rachel Duff and a late point by Laoise Kehoe completed the scoring 
on what was a second half largely dominated by Kilkenny.

Best for a Kilkenny side all of whom had their moments were Molly Phelan, 
Julia Adamczyk, Faye Sutton, Rachel Murphy, Noa Bambrick, Ruby Norris 
and Rachel Duff. Kilkenny: Molly Phelan (Ballyhale Shamrocks), Hillary 
Muldowney (Rower Inistioge), Eva Roche (John Lockes), Julia Adamczyk 
(O’Loughlin Gaels), Faye Sutton (Mooncoin), Rachel Murphy (Tullogher 
Rosbercon), Ruby Doyle (St Martins), Noa Bambrick (Barrow Rangers) 

U14 Stripes All Ireland ChampionsU14 Stripes All Ireland Champions

U14 Stripes Leinster ChampionsU14 Stripes Leinster Champions
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(0-2), Ruby Norris (Piltown) (0-1), Ailbhe Ní Casaide (Danesfort), Emma 
Daly (St Martins) (0-2), Lauren Skehan (Bennettsbridge), Laoise Kehoe 
(Rower Inistioge) (0-5, 0-4f), Niamh Moore (James Stephens), Rachel 
Duff (Blacks & Whites) (1-3), Subs: Aisling Power (Tullogher Rosbercon) 
(Joint Capt), Moya Egan (Windgap), Alice Quinn (James Stephens), 
Amber Hogan (O’Loughlin Gaels), Saoirse Walsh (Ballyhale Shamrocks), 
Mia Phelan (St Lachtains), Rebecca Smith (Barrow Rangers) (0-2), 
Millie Ireland Wall (Danesfort), Ava Darcy (Ballyhale Shamrocks), Cora 
Doherty (St Annes), Stephanie Phelan (Mooncoin), Ruby Farrell (Blacks 
& Whites), Beibhinn Shefflin (Ballyhale Shamrocks), Ellen Hanafin 
(Danesfort), Kate Hayden (Blacks & Whites), Ella Talbot (Glenmore), 
Isabelle Murphy (Tullogher Rosbercon) (Joint Capt)

U16 Development final Kilkenny 4-14 Tipperary 4-9

Old rivals Kilkenny and Tipperary served up a cracking clash in the U16B 
development shield camogie final in the Ragg. In a match that ebbed 
and flowed each way during normal time. Kilkenny managed to assume 
control in extra time and claim the spoils This brings an end to the U16 
intercounty season which has seen many girls perform well at this level 
and all contributed well in a hard fought season ending match played in 
sunny conditions.

Kilkenny had defeated Tipperary when these sides met a few weeks 
previously in Dunmore but an early Sarah Jayne Ormonde goal for 
Tipperary in the second minute suggested that they were determined to 
reverse the outcome this time

Kilkenny were playing against the swirling wind elements and settled 
quickly to the task with Lauren Skehan and Moya Egan very much to the 
fore in attack. Scores from Lauren (0-2) and Moya (0-4) all from play 
had the deficit down to 1-4 to 0-6 as the half time whistle approached 
but Tipperary struck for a second goal approaching the break from Leah 
Deleney to leave them 2-4 to 0-6 at the interval.

The second half was a see-saw affair. Kilkenny were right back in the 
contest when Moya Egan goaled from close range in the 35th minute, 

while she added further fine scores from play to leave the sides level at 
2-6 to 1-9 by the 48th minute.

FINE FINISH

Both sides were now competing frantically for every ball and when Tipp’s 
Leah Deleney netted in the 56th minute, they led by 3-7 to 1-10 and 
appeared set for victory. However, a fine finish to the net by substitute 
Kate Hayden in the 60th minute drew the sides level, sending the game 
to extra time. Kilkenny started extra time strongly and a fine Isabella 
Murphy goal, added to two points from Lauren Skehan gave them a 
3-12 to 3-9 lead at the extra time break. Any hopes of a Tipp fightback 
were largely ended when Niamh Moore sent a smart finish to the net 
at the start of the second extra time period setting Kilkenny up for a 
deserved win Scorers: Kilkenny: Moya Egan 1-9, Lauren Skehan 0-4, 
Isabella Murphy 1-1, Kate Hayden, Niamh Moore 1-0 each

Kilkenny: Molly Phelan, Ballyhale Shamrocks, Amber Hogan, O’Loughlin 
Gaels, Eva Roche, John Lockes, Hillary Muldowney, Rower Inistioge, Faye 
Sutton, Mooncoin, Julia Adamczyk, O’Loughlin Gaels, Caragh Brennan, 
Clara, Ruby Doyle, St Martins, Ailbhe Ní Casaide, Danesfort, Lauren 
Skehan, Bennettsbridge, Saoirse Walsh, Ballyhale Shamrocks,, Moya 
Egan, Windgap, Cora Doherty, St Annes, Laoise Kehoe, Rower Inistioge, 
Niamh Moore, James Stephens, Ava Darcy, Ballyhale Shamrocks. 
Subs: Aisling Power, Tullogher Rosbercon (Joint Capt), Isabelle Murphy, 
Tullogher Rosbercon (Joint Capt), Alice Quinn, James Stephens, Mia 
Phelan, St Lachtains, Millie Ireland Wall, Danesfort, Stephanie Phelan, 
Mooncoin, Ruby Farrell, Blacks & Whites, Beibhinn Shefflin, Ballyhale 
Shamrocks, Ellen Hanafin, Danesfort, Kate Hayden, Blacks & Whites, 
Ella Talbot, Glenmore, Emma Daly, St Martins, Ellen Hanafin, Ella Talbot, 
Ruby Doyle, St Martins.

Kilkenny Management: Brigid Begley, Adrian O’Keeffe, Philly O’Hara, 
Murt Medler, Jennie O’Brien, Canice Brennan, Kieran Brennan, Sharon 
O’Hara

U17 development

This year saw many girls undertake Minor trails for Kilkenny. 3 weeks of 
trials in horrible conditions in Callan CBS. The u17 and u18 managers 
both attended the trials this year which made a huge difference in 
compiling a minor squad, as one of them had previously worked on 
the development of the girls. Once the minor squad was picked there 
was over 40 girls on the u17 panel so extra trials were held in James 
Park. The squad was picked and training began. The management team 
consisted of Mary Wall, Tommy Wall, Ian Kavanagh and Amy Granville. 
A small team but a team that worked very well together. Once training 
began the girls trained once a week in Callan CBS and Gaelscoil Osrai. The 
commitment and dedication those girls out into a development squad was 
second to none. It was if they were part of a competition winning squad. 
The girls themselves were an excellent bunch to train, and no task was to 
hard for them. They played Dublin in the first Leinster round match which 
they won in horrible conditions in Thomastown. Mind you against an 
u18 panel. Next up was Kildare in the final in Fenagh. Kildare the strong 
more physical team, with age playing a huge part this day. The girls were 
unlucky, they couldn’t pull it together on the day but did everyone proud. 

This brought us straight to the All-Ireland series of games, which they get 
grouped off. Unfortunately, most of the team in our group couldn’t field 
teams or gave us walkovers which make the job of keeping girls going 
quiet hard, but they got plenty of game times with challenge matches 
that were organized for them. The girls enjoyed plenty of team bonding, 
breakfast and barrow line runs. This group were extremely close and 
that came down to the measurement put into place for them. They were 
unfortunate against Tipperary in the Ragg in the final, the rules are the 
rules and every girl got to play a few minutes in an All-Ireland finals series, 
which was the main goal of the year. I wish every girl who trials for minor 
this year the best of luck and remember that not being chosen doesn’t 
define you. We write our own legacy.

University of Limerick won the Ashbourne Cup (3rd Level) with three 
Kilkenny players on the Panel – Sinead Farrell (St Lachtain’s), Caoimhe 
Keher Murtagh (Rower Inistioge) & Rachel Brennan (Tullaroan). Caoimhe 

CAMOGIE CLUB SEASON REVIEW 
SENIOR

Last years Champions, Piltown played Glynn Barntown, Wexford in 
the Leinster Semi Final & Piltown won 2-10 to 2-9. Piltown played St 
Vincent’s, Dublin in the Leinster Final in O’Connor Park, Tullamore. St 
Vincent’s won 2-12 to 1-13 AET

Summer League Final – Dicksboro defeated Thomastown 3-15 to 0-7

Summer Shield Final – Young Irelands defeated Windgap 3-17 to 4-9

League Final – Piltown defeated Dicksboro 1-10 to 0-12

Shield League Final – Tullaroan defeated St Martin’s 3-12 to 3-8

Championship 1st Round – Young Irelands defeated Windgap 1-14 to 
0-15, Thomastown defeated Clara 1-13 to 1-12, St Brigid’s defeated 
Rower Inistioge 3-15 to 0-7, James Stephens defeated O’Loughlin Gaels 
1-14 to 2-6

Championship Quarter Finals – Piltown defeated Young Irelands 4-16 to 
0-13, Dicksboro defeated Thomastown 2-22 to 1-6, Tullaroan defeated 
James Stephens 2-14 to 1-10, St Brigid’s defeated St Martin’s 1-10 
to 0-10 AET

Relegation Final – O’Loughlin Gaels defeated Rower Inistioge 0-16 
to 1-6

Championship Semi Finals – Dicksboro defeated Tullaroan 2-11 to 0-8, 
Piltown defeated St Brigid’s 3-13 to 0-10

Championship Final – Dicksboro are Michael Lyng Motors Senior 
Camogie Champions after they defeated reigning champions Piltown in 
UPMC Nowlan Park 

Aoife Doyle opened the scoring for Piltown with a point from play within 
the first minute. Jenny Clifford equalised for the Boro with a great point 
from a tight angle

Sophie Holden & Kellyann Doyle and Rachel Dowling & Amy Clifford 
slotted over points for the Boro, to leave the score 0-3 a piece after 10 
minutes

The Boro then hit a purple patch, hitting 1-4 without reply. Rachel 
Dowling stared the ball rolling with a pointed free, then Aoife 
Prendergast slotted over a 50m free. Asha McHardy got on the score 
sheet with a nice point after a poor clearance from Piltown

Then in the 17th minute, Asha McHardy played the sliotar upfield to 
Jane Cass, who had ventured forward from the defence and hit a neat 
pass to an unmarked Rachel Dowling and she hit a rasper to the back 
of the net

Boro captain, Orla Hanrick slotted over a point from play before the 
southerners Aoife Doyle stopped the rot, with a great point from the 
Ardan de Gras sideline. Katie Power tacked on a point for Piltown before 
Asha McHardy closed out the first half scoring with a point for the city 
side to leave the score 1-8 to 0-5 in favour of the Boro

On the resumption of play, Jenny Clifford extended the city side’s 
lead with a lovely point from play. Kellyann Doyle then converted two 
pointed frees for Piltown

Asha McHardy slotted over her third point from play, to put the Boro six 
points ahead

Over the next 12 minutes, Piltown scored four points without reply, to 
bring the match back to a two point margin. The points coming from 
Katie Power (2), Kellyann Doyle (f) & Laoise McKenna. Then the Boro 
hit four points without reply, Rachel Dowling (f), Rose Kelly & Orla 
Hanrick (2)

Heading into injury time, Piltown’s Kellyann Doyle slotted over a point 
from play to them 5 points a drift

The full time whistle sounded a short time later & the Boro had 
reclaimed the Biddy Barry Memorial Cup & crowned Michael Lyng 
Motors Senior Camogie County Champions for 2025

Dicksboro play Birr, Offaly in the AIB Leinster Senior Club Semi Final

INTERMEDIATE 

Last Years Champions, O’Loughlin Gaels played Raharney, Westmeath in 
the Leinster Quarter Final, but were defeated 0-6 to 0-4

Summer League Final – Barrow Rangers defeated Emeralds 0-18 to 
1-13

Summer Shield League Final – Mount Leinster Rangers defeated 
Lisdowney 2-13 to 3-5

League Final – Danesfort defeated Barrow Rangers 2-12 to 2-8

Shield League Final – Mooncoin defeated St Lachtain’s 2-11 to 0-15

Championship 1st Round – Glenmore defeated Lisdowney, Ballyhale 
defeated St Anne’s 3-6 to 1-9, Emeralds defeated Mullinavat 3-10 to 
1-10

Championship Quarter Finals – Danesfort defeated Ballyhale 3-19 
to 1-9, Barrow Rangers defeated Conahy Shamrocks 3-14 to 2-15 
AET, Emeralds defeated St Lachtain’s 1-15 to 2-4, Mooncoin defeated 
Glenmore 2-8 to 0-12

Championship Semi Finals – Danesfort defeated Emeralds 0-13 to 3-3, 
Mooncoin defeated Barrow Rangers 1-10 to 0-11

Championship Final – Danesfort are Abbott Intermediate Camogie 
County Champions for the first time after they defeated Mooncoin in 
UPMC Nowlan Park last Saturday

Niamh Davis opened the scoring for Danesfort in the first minute with a 
point from play. Deirdre Walsh then converted two points for Mooncoin. 
In the 16th minute, Mooncoin’s Deirdre Walsh took a shot towards the 
Danesfort goal. Their goalie batted the sliotar out but straight to Laura 
Dillon Dunphy who rattled the net, to put Mooncoin 1-12 to 0-1 ahead

Olivia Mahony got Danesfort’s second point in the second point in the 
17th minute, when she converted a free over the bar

Deirdre Walsh added another point for Mooncoin before Olivia Mahony 
converted two pointed frees to leave the interval score 1-3 to 0-4 in 
favour of Mooncoin

On the resumption of play, it was a completely different Danesfort team 
that came back out onto the pitch, as they took complete of the match 

Olivia Mahony slotted over a 40m free in the 34th minute and she then 
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Intermediate Shield winners - MooncoinIntermediate Shield winners - Mooncoin

Junior C Summer League Champions - James StephensJunior C Summer League Champions - James Stephens

Junior Summer League Champions - CarrickshockJunior Summer League Champions - Carrickshock

Senior Shield winners - TullaroanSenior Shield winners - Tullaroan

Minor A County Champions - John LockesMinor A County Champions - John Lockes

Minor B League & County Champions - St Lachtain’sMinor B League & County Champions - St Lachtain’s

Minor C County Champions - St AnnesMinor C County Champions - St Annes

added another pointed free 5 minutes later to level the match

Danesfort’s corner Deirdre Phelan tacked on a point to put them ahead. 
Then in the 47th minute, Aoife Farrell hit a shot towards the Mooncoin 
goal, Deirdre Phelan got ahead of the advancing goalie & flicked the 
sliotar to the back of the net

Niamh Davis slotted over a lovely point for the stripey girls. Olivia 
Mahony tagged on a point to extend the lead out to six points

Mooncoin did everything to try and score something during the second 
half but Danesfort’s defence stood strong until the 61st minute, when 
the southerners were awarded a 21m free, Captain Sarah Crowley stood 
over the sliotar, she hit a low shot and the sliotar nestled in the back 
of the net

This brought the score back to four points, but heading into the 3rd 
minute of injury time, Niamh Davis received the sliotar from her defence, 
she ran at speed towards the Mooncoin goal & she hit a rasper to the 
net. This was a carbon copy of her goal for the Kilkenny Minors when 
they won the All-Ireland in April

The Referee blew the full time whistle a short time later & Danesfort 
were Abbott Intermediate Champions and heading to the Senior Grade 
for 2026

Danesfort play Na Fianna, Meath in the AIB Leinster Intermediate Club 
Quarter Final

JUNIOR 

Summer League Final – Carrickshock defeated Piltown 0-12 to 0-7

Summer Shield League Final – St Mullins defeated Kilmacow 4-12 to 
4-9

League Final – John Lockes defeated Carrickshock 2-15 to 0-5

Shield Final – Dicksboro defeated Blacks & Whites 2-17 to 2-5

Championship 1st Round – Kilmacow defeated Bennettsbridge 4-7 to 
1-7, Tullogher defeated Erins Own 4-5 to 0-8, Piltown defeated Slieverue 
1-13 to 2-9

Championship Quarter Finals – Blacks & Whites defeated Piltown 2-7 to 
0-12, Dicksboro defeated Tullogher 2-11 to 2-10, 

Championship Semi Finals – John Lockes defeated Graiguenamanagh 
0-20 to 1-6, Dicksboro defeated Blacks & Whites 4-12 to 1-3

Championship Final – Dicksboro 1-13, John Lockes 1-12

Junior B Final – Erins Own v Slieverue - not played

Junior C 

Summer League Final – James Stephens defeated Mooncoin 1-19 to 
3-4

League Final – not played

Championship Quarter Finals – James Stephens defeated Conahy 
Shamrocks 0-14 to 1-8, Thomastown defeated Carrickshock 5-12 to 
0-10, Glenmore defeated Danesfort 3-8 to 1-4, Mooncoin defeated 
Windgap 7-15 to 0-4

Championship Semi Finals – Thomastown defeated James Stephend 
2-11 to 1-7, Glenmore defeated Mooncoin 2-11 to 0-10

Championship Final – Thomastown v Glenmore – not played

Junior D

Championship Quarter Finals – St Brigid’s defeated Emeralds 1-16 
to 1-9, Clara defeated Barrow Rangers 4-15 to 1-4, Young Irelands 
defeated O’Loughlin Gaels 5-13 to 0-8, Dicksboro received walkover 
from John Lockes

Championship Semi Finals – St Brigid’s defeated Clara 1-12 to 1-9, 
Young Irelands defeated Dicksboro 5-15 to 1-5

Championship Final – St Brigid’s v Young Irelands - not played

U22 – not played at time of going to print.

Other results at end of theis article.
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Dicksboro County Senior Champions & Summer Leaguep Winners 2025Dicksboro County Senior Champions & Summer Leaguep Winners 2025

Danesfort - Intermediate  League and Championship Winners 2025Danesfort - Intermediate  League and Championship Winners 2025

Piltown  - Senior League Champions 2025 Piltown  - Senior League Champions 2025 

Junior League Champions  2025 - John LockesJunior League Champions  2025 - John Lockes

Intermediate Summer League Champions - Barrow RangersIntermediate Summer League Champions - Barrow Rangers
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U13 winners - John LockesU13 winners - John Lockes

U14D County Champions - TullogherU14D County Champions - Tullogher

U13 winners - ClaraU13 winners - Clara U13 winners - Erins OwnU13 winners - Erins Own

U13 winners - James StephensU13 winners - James Stephens

U13 winners - PiltownU13 winners - Piltown U14A County Champions - Erins OwnU14A County Champions - Erins Own

U14C League Champions - Young IrelandsU14C League Champions - Young Irelands

U14A League Champions - John LockesU14A League Champions - John Lockes U14C County Champions - ClaraU14C County Champions - Clara

U16A League Champions - BennettsbridgeU16A League Champions - Bennettsbridge U16B League Champions - Erins OwnU16B League Champions - Erins Own
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U16C County Champions - St AnnesU16C County Champions - St Annes

U16D League Champions - St BrigidsU16D League Champions - St Brigids U16F League Champions - Erin’s OwnU16F League Champions - Erin’s Own

Feile Kilkenny Division B - St MartinsFeile Kilkenny Division B - St Martins

Minor D League & County Champions - Lisdowney Naomh BridMinor D League & County Champions - Lisdowney Naomh Brid Primary Schools Roinn A Champions St Colmans NS ClaraPrimary Schools Roinn A Champions St Colmans NS Clara

Primary Schools Roinn B Champions Urlingford NSPrimary Schools Roinn B Champions Urlingford NS

Primary Schools Roinn D Champions Dunnamaggin NSPrimary Schools Roinn D Champions Dunnamaggin NS

Primary Schools Roinn C Champions Scoil LachtainPrimary Schools Roinn C Champions Scoil Lachtain

Primary Schools Roinn E Champions St AnnesPrimary Schools Roinn E Champions St Annes Primary Schools Roinn F Champions Primary Schools Roinn F Champions 
St Johns Senior JohnswellSt Johns Senior Johnswell

Minor A League Champions - WindgapMinor A League Champions - Windgap

U16C League Champions - St MartinsU16C League Champions - St Martins
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MINOR  GAELTEC

 Minor A Final –  John Lockes 7-7, Dicksboro 1-8

 Minor B Final –  St Lachtain’s 2-10,  Barrow Rangers 0-12  0-12 aet

 Minor C Final – St Anne’s 3-18,  Emeralds 3-7

 Minor D Final – L’downey/N Bríd 5-4, GNM 5-2

 Minor A League Final – Windgap 4-13,  Danesfort 3-11

 Minor B League Final – St Lachtain’s 5-8, Tullogher 3-12

 Minor C League Final – Tullogher 3-10, St Anne’s 1-8

 Minor D League Final –L’downey/N Bríd 2-9, GNM 1-4

 Minor A Shield Final – Tullaroan v Danesfort  Not Played                       

 Minor B Shield Final – Not Played   

 Minor C Shield Finall – Thomastown 2-13, Clara 0-4

 Minor D Shield Final – Barrow Rangers (2)  4-9, K’macow 2-7

U16 GAELTEC

U16 A League Final – Bennettsbridge 5-8,  Y Irelands 2-4

U16 A Final – Carrickshock 1-11, Bennettsbridge 0-10

U16 B League Final – Erin’s Own 6-15,  O’Loughlin Gaels 4-5

U16 B Final – Emeralds 5-11, Barrow Rangers 0-8

U16 C League Final – St Martin’s 3-12, Tullaroan 2-8

U16 C Final – St Lachtain’s 4-8, St Anne’s 4-15

U16 D League Final – Blacks & Whites 4-6, St Brigid’s 5-15

U16 D Final – Glenmore 6-7, Windgap 9-5  aet

U16 E League Final – Dicksboro 5-7, Kilmacow 1-4

U16 E Final – O’Loughlin Gaels 2-6, Mooncoin 1-6 aet

U16 F League Final – Erin’s Own 3-12, Mooncoin 3-4

U14 GAELTEC

U14 D League Fina – Dunnamaggin 5-4, Windgap 3-6         

U14 D Shield Final –  Windgap 3-5, Conahy Shamrocks 4-1

U14 D Final –  Dunnamaggin 1-2,  Tullogher 1-5

U14 C League Final –  Tullaroan 4-4,  Young Irelands 5-3

U14 C Shield Final – Emeralds 5-6, St Lachtain’s 3-8

U14 C Final – Clara 2-8,  Mooncoin 2-4

U14 E League Final – Carrickshock 0-0,  Dicksboro 3-0

U14 E Final – Carrickshock 0-2,   Dicksboro 2-3

U14 E Shield Final – Lisdowney 3-2, Slieverue 4-5

U14 Foila League Final – J Stephens 1-1, RInistioge 3-5                      

U14 Foila Final  – Erins Own 1-3, Rower Inistioge 2-6

U14 Foila Shield Final – B Rangers 4-7,  Y Irelands 1-1

U14 B League Final – Barrow Rangers 5-7, Ballyhale 5-4

U14 B Shield Final – Ballyhale 4-5, Tullaroan 3-12

U14 B Final  – St Anne’s 3-6, Rower Inistioge 1-2

U14 A League Final –  James Stephens 2-4, John Lockes 2-6

U14 A Shield Final – Danesfort 2-3, O’Loughlin Gaels 1-5

U14 A Final –  Erin’s Own 2-7, James Stephens 0-8

         

U13 FINALS

Mooncoin defeated Graiguenamanagh

Mullinavat defeated Ballyhale

O’Loughlin Gaels defeated Barrow Rangers

John Lockes defeated Rower Inistioge

Piltown defeated Slieverue

James Stephens defeated Danesfort

Erins Own defeated St Brigid’s

Lisdowney defeated Young Irelands

Naomh Brid defeated Blacks & Whites

Windgap defeated Thomastown

Clara defeated St Martin’s

Dunnamaggin defeated Dicksboro

Tullaroan defeated Emeralds

St Lachtain’s St Anne’s – still to play 

Glenmore Kilmacow – still to play

U12 FINALS

Thomastown 2 defeated James Stephens 2

Barrow Rangers  defeated James Stephens

Piltown defeated Windgap

Erins Own defeated Tullaroan

Dicksboro 1 defeated John Lockes

St Lachtains defeated Ballyhale

St Annes defeated Emeralds

John Lockes 2 defeated O’Loughlin Gaels 2

O’Loughlin Gaels 3 defeated Dicksboro 3

Graiguenamanagh defeated Kilmacow

St Brigids defeated Rower Inistioge	

Clara defeated O’Loughlin Gaels

Conahy defeated Naomh Brid 

Carrickshock defeated Blacks & Whites

Dicksboro 2 defeated Glenmore

Bennettsbridge defeated Dunnamaggin

St Brigids 2 defeated Rower Inistioge 2

Danesfort defeated Thomastown

Mullinavat defeated Slieverue

Tullogher defeated Mooncoin 

Danesfort 2 defeated Lisdowney

St Martins defeated Young Irelands

JOHN WEST FÉILE (U15)

Division 1 Final – Young Irelands 3-4,  B Rangers 2-2  

Y Irelands bt St Brigid’s Blackwater in Div 1 Shield Final

Division 2 Final – St Martin’s 4-4,James Stephens 2-3

Division 3 Final –  St Anne’s 4-4, Tullaroan 2-5

St Anne’s bt Moyne/Templetuohy in the Regional Final

Division 4 Final  – Blacks & Whites 5-2, Conahy 3-2	
			            

Blacks & Whites defeated Kilworth in the National Final

Division 5 Final – Dicksboro 0-1, James Stephens 3-6

James Stephens lost in Centenary Cup Semi Final

       

KCLR 96FM CUMANN NA MBUNSCOIL

 Roinn A Final – Clara 2-8, Kilmanagh 1-4

 Roinn B Final – Urlingford 3-5 0-3, R Inistioge 1-5  aet

 Roinn C Final – Freshford 10-9, Thomastown NS 8-4

 Roinn D Final – Dunnamaggin 2-5, Bennettsbridge 1-2

 Roinn E Final – St Anne’s 4-9,  Mullinavat 3-5                                                                 

 Roinn F Final – Johnswell  8-4,  Glenmore 2-2

 Roinn A Shield Final – St Canice’s 5-3, Gowran NS 0-2

 Roinn B Shield Final – Coon/Muckalee defeated Tullogher

 Roinn C Shield Final – Castlecomer 5-1. St John of God 3-2

 Roinn D Shield Final – Mooncoin 2-3, Danesfort NS 1-3

 Roinn E Shield Final – Kilmacow 1-2,  Pres Kilkenny  1-1

 Roinn F Shield Final – Ballyragget 3-2, Carrickshock 3-1

DICKSBORO COUNTY JUNIOR CHAMPIONS 2025DICKSBORO COUNTY JUNIOR CHAMPIONS 2025

ADULT RESULTS IN MAIN RESULTS SECTION AT BACK OF BOOK
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BLACKS & WHITESBLACKS & WHITES

B & W’S U10’S Under 12 TeamB & W’S U10’S Under 12 Team

Under 15 Féile TeamUnder 15 Féile TeamUnder 8s and Under 10sUnder 8s and Under 10s

Under 15 Féile Team Under 15 Féile Team 

BARROW RANGERSBARROW RANGERS

Barrow Rangers Minor B Team Barrow Rangers Minor B Team 

U14B League Champions - Barrow RangersU14B League Champions - Barrow Rangers

Barrow Rangers Barrow Rangers 
Captain Rebecca Captain Rebecca 
Holden receiving Holden receiving 

Intermediate Summer Intermediate Summer 
League Cup.League Cup.

SHAMROCKS BALLYHALESHAMROCKS BALLYHALE

Ballyhale U6Ballyhale U6

Ballyhale U16C winners 2024Ballyhale U16C winners 2024Ballyhale U22D winners 2024Ballyhale U22D winners 2024

Ballyhale U8Ballyhale U8
Taylor Aylward Sadhbh Taylor Aylward Sadhbh 

Shefflin part of Kilkenny Shefflin part of Kilkenny 
Minor Winning All Ireland Minor Winning All Ireland 

teamteam

Around the Camogie Clubs
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BENNETTSBRIDGEBENNETTSBRIDGE

Bennettsbridge U10       Bennettsbridge U10       Bennettsbridge JuniorsBennettsbridge Juniors
Bennettsbridge U12Bennettsbridge U12

The year 2025 has been a significant and successful period for Carrickshock 
Camogie Club. The opening of the new astro turf facility at Hugginstown has 
provided an excellent, accessible training environment for all teams, greatly 
enhancing our preparation and development capabilities throughout the year.

Our camogie program remains active across all age groups, from our nursery players to our 
Mamogies, with continuous skill development, match participation, and enjoyment of the sport 
at the core of our activities.
In terms of competitive achievements, the Junior team secured the Summer League title, 
demonstrating strong performance and teamwork. Our Under-14 squad competed admirably 
in their championship final, showing promising 
talent and dedication. The highlight of the year 
is undoubtedly the Under-16 team’s victory in 
the Gaeltec U16 Roinn A Championship final. 
This group previously won the Roinn A U14 
championship in 2023, marking a remarkable 
and historic accomplishment for the club.
We extend our sincere gratitude to all players, 
managers, coaches, and supporters for their 
commitment and contribution throughout 2025. 
Their dedication has been integral to the club’s 
continued growth and success.

CARRICKSHOCKCARRICKSHOCK

Carrickshock Under 12’sCarrickshock Under 12’sU16A County Champions U16A County Champions 

Carrickshock Under 14’sCarrickshock Under 14’s

Emeralds Intermediate Championship Semi-Finalists and League FinalistsEmeralds Intermediate Championship Semi-Finalists and League Finalists

Conahy Shamrocks U8 Conahy Shamrocks U8 

Conahy Shamrocks U14Conahy Shamrocks U14

Conahy Shamrocks U12 winnersConahy Shamrocks U12 winners

Ballyhale Katy Ballyhale Katy 
Murphy and Murphy and 

Rachel Mulhall Rachel Mulhall 
represented us represented us 
on the Kilkenny on the Kilkenny 

Stripes and Stripes and 
Kilkenny Amber Kilkenny Amber 

u14 Teamsu14 Teams

CONAHY SHAMROCKSCONAHY SHAMROCKS
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EMERALDSEMERALDS

Emeralds StarsEmeralds Stars

U16B County Champions - EmeraldsU16B County Champions - Emeralds

Emeralds Minor C Championship FinalistsEmeralds Minor C Championship Finalists

Emeralds Intermediate Championship Semi-Finalists and League FinalistsEmeralds Intermediate Championship Semi-Finalists and League Finalists

DUNNAMAGGINDUNNAMAGGIN
Dunamaggin U10, U12 and U14 Dunamaggin U10, U12 and U14 

Dunnamaggin camogie panels Dunnamaggin camogie panels 
enjoyed a fun team bonding trip to enjoyed a fun team bonding trip to 

Hell and Back, WicklowHell and Back, Wicklow

ERIN’S OWNERIN’S OWN

Erin’s Own Regional Feile Winners 2024Erin’s Own Regional Feile Winners 2024

ERIN’S OWNERIN’S OWN

Erins Own enthusiastic U8s who made Erins Own enthusiastic U8s who made 
great strides this yeargreat strides this year Erins Own Junior TeamErins Own Junior Team

Glenmore Intermediate Team 2024Glenmore Intermediate Team 2024 Glenmore U12s Finals Day v Kilmacow 2024Glenmore U12s Finals Day v Kilmacow 2024

Our underage section gained valuable experience through challenge games 
& showing significant improvement. U12s took part in the Go Games league, 
league & championship, losing to Dicksboro in the final. The u13s have a 

final v Kilmacow to come. The u14s showed great improvement from the past two years 
& reached this years county semi final, well done to all involved. At time of print our 
U16s had a very good year and have progressed to the U16 county final, best wishes 
to them. The Minors had another successful year, this young side did fantastic all year 
and made it to the county semi final. 2025 was an historic year for Glenmore as we 
fielded teams in both Junior C & Intermediate. The Junior C league has just finished with 
championship to come. With 40+ girls at training, sessions are competitive & is showing 
in their Junior and Intermediate games. The Intermediates reached the championship qtr 
final and league semi final, thank you to all their coaches, who are putting tremendous 
work in. The club held their annual Lily May O’Dwyer tournament, with Glenmore winning in w025. Our club girls competed in GTR community game. 
Congratulations to Eabha Mullally on her Minor A All Ireland & Leinster win. Well done to Sinead Jones Keelin Byrne Kadhla Croke who represented 
Kilkenny at Minor B level & reached the Leinster Final & All Ireland Final. To Aisleann Mullally who represented at u16a level & Ella Talbot who won the 
u16b All Ireland. Claire Donnelly & Katie Aylward represented the club at u14 level & Amelia Kinsella, Isobel McDonald, Eimear Mackey who took part 
in u13 academy. Congratulations to our school girls who reached the schools final but were beaten by St Johns. Best wishes to all involved for the rest 
of the season with u22 competition also to come

GLENMOREGLENMORE

Glenmore U12s Finals Day v Kilmacow 2024Glenmore U12s Finals Day v Kilmacow 2024

U14 D  League Champions  U14 D  League Champions  

U13  Champions  U13  Champions  
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GRAIGUENAMANAGHGRAIGUENAMANAGH

Graiguenamanagh Minor County FinalistsGraiguenamanagh Minor County Finalists

Graiguenamanagh U14 County Semi FinalistsGraiguenamanagh U14 County Semi FinalistsGraiguenamanagh U16 County Semi FinalistsGraiguenamanagh U16 County Semi Finalists

Graiguenamanagh U12 League Final WinnersGraiguenamanagh U12 League Final Winners

St Brigid’s Minors 2024St Brigid’s Minors 2024 St Brigid’s Minors 2024St Brigid’s Minors 2024

JOHN LOCKESJOHN LOCKES

John Lockes Minor teamJohn Lockes Minor team
John Lockes U12 teamJohn Lockes U12 team

John Lockes U6 teamJohn Lockes U6 team John Lockes U10 teamJohn Lockes U10 team

John Lockes Junior teamJohn Lockes Junior team

John Lockes Junior D teamJohn Lockes Junior D team

John Lockes U8 teamJohn Lockes U8 team

John Lockes U13 teamJohn Lockes U13 team John Lockes U14 teamJohn Lockes U14 team John Lockes U16 teamJohn Lockes U16 team

JAMES STEPHENSJAMES STEPHENS

James Stephens Newly formed Mothers & OthersJames Stephens Newly formed Mothers & Others James Stephens U14A county finalistsJames Stephens U14A county finalists
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KILMACOWKILMACOW

Kilmacow U16/MinorKilmacow U16/Minor

Kilmacow JuniorKilmacow Junior

Kilmacow U10Kilmacow U10

Kilmacow U10Kilmacow U10

Kilmacow U12Kilmacow U12
Kilmacow U6Kilmacow U6

Kilmacow U14’sKilmacow U14’s

Kilmacow U8Kilmacow U8

LISDOWNEYLISDOWNEY

2025 saw 18 enthusiastic girls register to commence their camogie journey with the Lisdowney camogie club. 
Training commenced on Thursday evenings from March 20th, with plenty of fun, laughter, and learning along the way. The girls developed the foundations of the game while 

building wonderful friendships that will last for years to come. The future is bright for all these young stars. 
1 Aodha Thornton, 2 Alannah O’Donoghue, 3 Anna Bergin, 4 Evie Ryall, 5 Lucy Bergin, 6 Saorlaith Bergin, 7 Fiadh Gamble, 8 Dairíne Manning, 9 Fiadh Brennan, 10 Neasa Bergin, 

11 Amelia Bowden, 12 Sophie Fitzpatrick, 13Lillian Dziewa, 14. Rachel Hogan, 15. Ava Callister, 16. Orla Noonan, 17. Teegan Thornton, 18. Sarah Hayden
Stronger together-Lisdowney/ Naomh Bríd-shine in 2025

For the 2025 season, Lisdowney and Naomh Bríd from Ballyragget joined forces due to small player numbers at both clubs. The collaboration proved to be a great success, with 
the girls quickly building strong teamwork and friendships throughout the year.

Their commitment and hard work on the training field paid off, as the combined team enjoyed an unbeaten season. They displayed great skill and determination in every game, 
culminating in victory in both the league final and the county final. The county final was a thrilling encounter against Graiguenamanagh, with Lisdowney/Naomh Bríd emerging 

as deserving winners after a very tight finish.
It was a remarkable season for this talented group of players and a testament to the benefits of teamwork, dedication, and club collaboration

Lisdowney U6Lisdowney U6 Lisdowney U6aLisdowney U6a

DICKSBORODICKSBORO

U16E League Champions - DicksboroU16E League Champions - Dicksboro

 Kate Meighan Junior Final  Kate Meighan Junior Final 
Player of the matchPlayer of the match

U14E County Champions - DicksboroU14E County Champions - Dicksboro

U14E League ChampionsU14E League Champions
Junior Captain Niamh O’Donoghue and vice-Junior Captain Niamh O’Donoghue and vice-

captain Danielle Kennycaptain Danielle Kenny
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NAOMH BRÍDNAOMH BRÍD

MULLINAVATMULLINAVAT

Naomh Br¡d Junior Team present teammate and 2025 Naomh Br¡d Junior Team present teammate and 2025 
International Rose of Tralee Katelyn Cummins with a token International Rose of Tralee Katelyn Cummins with a token 

Mullinavat U10’sMullinavat U10’s

Naomh Br¡d U8s at 2025 Go Games CamogieNaomh Br¡d U8s at 2025 Go Games Camogie

Naomh Br¡d U6s at 2025 Go Games Camogie BlitzNaomh Br¡d U6s at 2025 Go Games Camogie Blitz
  

U13 winners - Naomh BridU13 winners - Naomh Brid

Mooncoin camogie went from strength to strength in 2025. On 22nd March 2025, an amazing night was held 
in the Complex to present medals to the array of teams that won titles in 2024. This included the U12, U13, Minor and Intermediate Camogie teams. Congrats to one and all.
Several of our juvenile members made an impact on the county stage. Bláthnaid Keane, Stephanie Phelan and Faye Sutton were all members of the U16 Kilkenny camogie teams. 
The Minor B Kilkenny camogie team was captained by local girl, Ava Sutton. Niamh Crowley was flying the flag with the Kilkenny seniors too. Muireann Gannon was part of the 
Kilkenny U23 team.  Méabh Mackey (U14) and Sophie Phelan (U15) also represented the club at County level. Keelin Henebery and Eibhlín Thompson were on the Minor panel too. 
The juvenile club held the brilliant Camán Summer Camp in August. Boys and girls between the ages of U6 and U14 took part. Huge thanks to all those who gave their time. 
Throughout the year the juvenile teams played in tournaments all over the country and the boys and girls even went on a trip to Croke Park for the Leinster final. 

In September, Sarah Crowley captained our girls to Intermediate Shield victory. At the time of writing, the Intermediate team has qualified for the Intermediate Championship final. 
C’mon the Coin !

MOONCOINMOONCOIN

Mullinavat U-10 Camogie
The Mullinavat U-10 Camogie team proudly took part in the annual Camogie 
and Hurling Festival, hosted in Mullinavat. The girls showed fantastic spirit, 

skill, and teamwork throughout the day, representing their club with pride and determination.  
The girls were presented with a team prize, kindly sponsored by Castlecomer Discovery Park.
The festival proved to be a huge success, with 32 teams from all across Kilkenny taking part. 
Camogie was the focus on Saturday, while the hurling competition followed on Sunday, 
ensuring a full weekend of sport and enjoyment for everyone involved. For the young players, 
it was a brilliant opportunity to meet teams from other parishes, test themselves in a fun and 
competitive environment, and make great memories with their friends.
Overall, it was an extremely enjoyable weekend and a memorable occasion for the Mullinavat 
girls and all participants

U14 Girls teamU14 Girls team Mooncoin Adults & U14 teamsMooncoin Adults & U14 teams

Mooncoin U12 teamMooncoin U12 team
Sarah Crowley Sarah Crowley 
presented with presented with 

Intermediate ShieldIntermediate Shield
Mooncoin U10 teamMooncoin U10 team

Mooncoin U16E teamMooncoin U16E team
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O’LOUGHLIN GAELSO’LOUGHLIN GAELS

Gaeltec Roinn B U-16 League finalistsGaeltec Roinn B U-16 League finalists U13 winners - OLoughlin GaelsU13 winners - OLoughlin Gaels

U12 Yellow Team Winning their group finalU12 Yellow Team Winning their group final U16E County Champions - OLoughlin GaelsU16E County Champions - OLoughlin GaelsLaura Murphy and Laura Laura Murphy and Laura 
Greene, All star Greene, All star NomineesNominees

ROWER INISTIOGEROWER INISTIOGE

Rower Inistioge U6Rower Inistioge U6 Rower Inistioge U10Rower Inistioge U10

U14F League Champions - Rower InistiogeU14F League Champions - Rower InistiogeRower Inistioge U14Rower Inistioge U14

SLIEVERUESLIEVERUE
The Camogie club had teams in every grade from u8 right 
up to Adult this year. This was our first time in many years 
having an adult team, and after a recruitment drive were 
delighted to welcome girls, who hadn’t played for years, 
back to the club and now our younger girls now have an 

adult club to feed into.  We entered teams in both u12 and 
u14 grades in Gaelic football and Camogie and U16s in 

Camogie and the U14 girls came out Shield Winners.  We 
hosted the now annual Mary Rockett Tournament again 

this year and it was a huge success.Rower Inistioge U14Rower Inistioge U14

Junior Camogie TeamJunior Camogie Team
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St Annes U12 Final winnersSt Annes U12 Final winners

ST ANNE’SST ANNE’S

ST BRIGID’SST BRIGID’S

THOMASTOWNTHOMASTOWN

St Brigids U12St Brigids U12

St Brigids U14St Brigids U14St Brigids U10St Brigids U10

Thomastowns Sarah Thomastowns Sarah 
Barcoe and Sinead Barcoe and Sinead 

O’Keeffe winning the O’Keeffe winning the 
Leinster Senior FinalLeinster Senior Final

St Brigids U7St Brigids U7

Thomastown U6s learning and developing their Thomastown U6s learning and developing their 
camogie skills and bringing big energy all season longcamogie skills and bringing big energy all season long

St Brigids Senior Semi-finalistsSt Brigids Senior Semi-finalists

Thomastown Smiles, Skills and so much Thomastown Smiles, Skills and so much 
fun what a great season for our U8sfun what a great season for our U8s Minor D Shield Winners - ThomastownMinor D Shield Winners - Thomastown

St Annes U12 Final winnersSt Annes U12 Final winners St Annes Feile Regional Div3 winnersSt Annes Feile Regional Div3 winners

St Annes Minor C League & County winnersSt Annes Minor C League & County winnersSt Annes U14B County ChampionsSt Annes U14B County Champions

St Brigids U13St Brigids U13

St Brigids U8St Brigids U8

Thomastown U10 girls and management who entered Thomastown U10 girls and management who entered 
the St. Kierans College Blitzthe St. Kierans College Blitz
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TULLAROANTULLAROAN

Senior Camogie Team, Tullaroan Senior teams playing Senior Camogie Team, Tullaroan Senior teams playing 
Mammies with the next generation. A great example to all Mammies with the next generation. A great example to all 

girls in our clubgirls in our club
Tullaroan U13 Shield winners of the Trish Maher TournamentTullaroan U13 Shield winners of the Trish Maher Tournament

Tullaroan Senior Ladies League Shield Final winnersTullaroan Senior Ladies League Shield Final winners

Tullaroan 4 All Ireland Winning Minor girls Tullaroan 4 All Ireland Winning Minor girls 
Ella Walton, Grace Brennan and Shannon & Ella Walton, Grace Brennan and Shannon & 

Eleanor Doheny with Breda HolmesEleanor Doheny with Breda Holmes

U14 B ChampionsU14 B Champions

TULLOGHERTULLOGHER

Tullogher U6Tullogher U6
Tullogher U8 teamTullogher U8 team

Tullogher U10 teamTullogher U10 team Tullogher U12 Final WinnersTullogher U12 Final Winners

DAVID & STEPHEN DOWLING

Star Hurley Manufacturer
Jenkinstown Park,

Jenkinstown,
Co. Kilkenny

Mob: 083-4347775
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YOUNG IRELANDSYOUNG IRELANDS

U15 Feile TeamU15 Feile Team

Young Irelands U10’sYoung Irelands U10’s

Young Irelands U6’sYoung Irelands U6’s

Young Irelands U8’sYoung Irelands U8’s

Windgap - U6s attended a blitz in Mooncoin 
receiving a medal each, finishing the year with a 
party and disco. U8s had 5 blitzes in Carrickshock, Windgap, 
O’Loughlin Gaels, Dunnamaggin and Callan - a lovely bunch 
to train. U10s had 7 challenge mini blitzes and 7 county 

blitzes and the girls put in stellar effort and showed great improvement. U12s 
had a competitive group in the U12 Mini League playing O’Loughlins, The 
Rower, James Stephens, Bennettsbridge and St. Annes finishing with a narrow 
defeat in their final against Piltown. U13s had a great win in their final against 
Thomastown. U14s lost out narrowly to Dunnamaggin in the D League final 
and Tullogher in the Championship quarter final but ended with a win the U14 
shield final. U16s had a great year beating Mullinavat in the semifinals and will 
play Glenmore in the U16D Championship Final. Minors had 5 girls selected on 
the Kilkenny Minor Team; Caoimhe, Aisling, Ona, and Jenny and Ciara as joint-
captains, going on to win the All-Ireland Minor Championship with Ona player of the match. They won the Roinn A league and narrowly lost out to John Lockes in the Championship 
semifinal. Seniors played in the 7s competition in Tullaroan, reaching the semifinal of the Chris Mater Cup and also reached the shield final of the county league. Junior C Team 
played 4 matches and will play out the league/cup competition. This grade has huge potential in clubs providing games for all. The Windgap Camogie and Hurling Camp was a great 
success due to the hard work of all the club volunteers.

Windgap U16 D County ChampionsWindgap U16 D County Champions

Windgap Camp 2025Windgap Camp 2025

WINDGAPWINDGAP
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Junior Squad 
The Kilkenny LGFA team endured a challenging All-Ireland Junior 
Championship campaign in June, but there were clear signs of progress 
and growth within the young panel. Their opening fixture against Limerick 
proved a difficult start as Kilkenny struggled to find their rhythm. A week later 
against Sligo, the team showed greater composure, getting on the scoreboard 
and beginning to settle into the competition. Their third outing against Louth 
saw a more competitive display, highlighted by a strong attacking move that 
produced a well-taken goal, even if the result didn’t go their way. The standout 
performance of the campaign came in their final group game against Derry, 
where Kilkenny pushed their opponents all the way and delivered their most 
confident display of the season. They even led briefly in the second half before 
Derry finished stronger to edge the game by three points.

While results didn’t fall in their favour, the championship provided invaluable 
experience for a youthful Kilkenny side who were missing a number of 
players earlier in the season due to the Leaving Cert. With those players now 
returning and the squad showing encouraging signs of development, there is 
a strong foundation to build on for the seasons ahead.

MINORS ACTION
TheThe minor season started with a meeting for parents and eligible girls to 
inform them of the new minor management team for 2025, this was held 
in Nowlan Park. Trials were held in November and training began.  The girls 
played three challenge matches before the championship commenced. They 
played Limerick, Laois and Wicklow.

There were three championship games played, against Offaly, Westmeath 
and Carlow. Even though results didn’t go our way, the improvement in the 
girls was very evident in their performance. The minor girls had 29 structured 
training sessions which in addition to skills development & ball work it also 
incorporated running techniques & an excellent strength and conditioning 
programme. The girls also received valuable nutrition and well-being advice 
from our nutritionist whose services were readily available to the girls as and 
when required. The structured and supportive approach to the minor training 
and development program was welcomed by all the girls who took part in the 
minor campaign this year.

Big thanks to the coaches involved in the minor management team Kieran 
Brennan, Conor Delaney, Noel Lawlor, Stephanie Dwan S&C, Aisling 
O’Sullivan S&C, FLO Orla Roche and nutritionist Roxanne Quinn. Big thanks 
to our main sponsor THM for kitting out the girls also thanks the following 
sponsors kindly donated money towards the minor panel: Brennan Events, 
John Darcy Plastering, Richard McMahon Plumbing, Enda Spollen -  Spollen 
Bathroom & Accessories Tullamore and Brian Bonham - Portlaoise Turbos.

U16 Campaign
rOur U16 panel was made up of a main panel of 40 players and a training 
panel of 20 players, this was done to keep as many girls playing football in 
Kilkenny so they could be around an inter county set up.

The panel had practice matches against Tipperary,Waterford and Limerick 
before their championship started and this gave them the opportunity to 
play against players that they knew nothing about unlike in their own club 
situation.

This was a good starting point in their championship campaign as they 

would go onto face Wexford, Wicklow and Offaly and be very competitive 
in all their games.

For a lot of the players this would be their last time playing inter county 
U16 football, but for others they had this to look forward to again.The 
panels finished of their season with a brilliant trip to Emerald Park, and they 
were supported all the way with generous donations from individuals and 

businesses in Kilkenny. Main sponsor for the panels was McStan Construction 
who really went above and beyond to support the girls throughout their 
football journey.

Mark Flynn Manager, Caoimhe Dunne, Katie Fitzpatrick, Evan Butler, Triona 
Davis, Padraic Brennan helped to steer the girls in the right direction with 
positive feedback and encouragement during training sessions and games, 

A YEAR OF GREAT ACTIVITYA YEAR OF GREAT ACTIVITY
Ladies Football Report by Orla Roche PRO

Junior League Squad V SligoJunior League Squad V Sligo

Junior Championship team V DerryJunior Championship team V Derry

U14 Captains with sponsorU14 Captains with sponsor  Minor Captains with THM representative. Minor Captains with THM representative.

 Minor Squad Minor Squad

COUNTY NEWS
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and specific training plans to improve performance. Sports therapist Callaghan 
La’Brooy managed any injuries and always had the players ready for match 
day and training, the girls also got top class Strength and Conditioning from 
Aaron Valley and Nu Gamma Fitness and the girls benefited immensely from 
this experience and was a great benefit to the team.

U14s – A tremendous achievement
The season started in December with 5 trials which allowed over 70 girls, 
who were born in 2011, to showcase their football skills. A panel of 35 girls 
was picked in early January to commence training on the 22nd January for 
the season ahead. The outdoor Astro Turf pitch in the Loreto school was 
the chosen venue to train on a Wednesday evening. Thanks to the kind 
sponsorship of local Hotels and Restaurants the girls were provided with food 
after training. The gesture was greatly appreciated by parents and helped to 
create a team spirit among the girls.

The 15th March was the date for the first round of the Leinster Championship, 
we were drawn against Offaly and Longford. The team travelled by bus to 
Dangan (Offaly), the girls were focused on the game and beat a fancied 
Longford team in our first game. Despite having all the possession in 
the second half against Offaly we were narrowly beaten. The day was a 
huge success and everyone looked forward to the 2nd round of the Leister 
championship on the 29th March where we were placed in a group with 
Wexford and Louth.

Croke Park arranged the games for Cloneen GAA Grounds, Kilkenny. We drew 
with Wexford in the first match and with the assistance of three second 
half goals we beat Louth by 9 points. Our success in round 1 and 2 of the 
Leinster championship resulted in a semi-final clash against Dublin in the 
“Gold Competition” on the 5th April in Castlecomer. We were beaten by the 
strong Dublin side. 

Our attention then focused on the All-Ireland series which had been fixed 
for the 3rd May. Irrelevant of the disappointing result against Dublin, we 
immediately organised two challenge games against Carlow and Dublin, 
winning both games, which gave the girls a renewed belief in the team. We 
travelled to Louth on the 3rd May with confidence that we would be rewarded 
for their effort in training and in the games played to date. Notwithstanding 
the heat on the day, the girls were truly brilliant winning all three games 
against Sligo (5-5 to 4-2), Down (3-3 to 0-7) and Westmeath (8-2 to 
3-9). The second half performance against a fancied Down side will be 
remembered for many years to come.

The success matched us against Longford in an All Ireland Quarter Final on 
the 10th May in Portlaoise.  Another brilliant display by the team resulted 
in a 13 point victory (8-10 to 5-6) and a spot in the All Ireland semi-final 
against Cavan.

To match the occasion, the game was played at the Centre of Excellence in 
Abbottstown. Despite having a number of injuries and a 4 point advantage 
at half time the girls came up a little short and a resilient Cavan team won 
the game.

Acknowledgement must be given to Dalton Chancellor Mills, TC Tyres, O’Neill 
Foley Accountants and Michael Lyng Motors for their kind sponsorship. With 
thanks to The Kilford Arms, La Rivista, Club House Hotel, Langtons Hotel, 
Kytlers Inn and The Glendine Inn for providing food to the girls after training.

Finally, thanks to Sean Ryan, Paul Maguire, Pauric Brennan, Noreen Butler 
and Muireann Malone with overseeing the development and coaching of the 
team all season.

GAELIC4MOTHERS&OTHERS
Again 2024 has been another progressive year 
for the G4M&Os groups in Kilkenny. With lots 
of enjoyable activity and blitzes throughout the 
year. Railyard established their G4M&Os team 
this year and Tullaroan were very lucky to have 
been selected to play in the New York G4M&Os 
tournament!  A very enjoyable blitz was hosted 
in September by the Thomastown club and was 
enjoyed by many of the local teams. 

U16 Squad. U16 Squad. 

John Lockes U12 Roinn E ChampionsJohn Lockes U12 Roinn E Champions

TullaroanTullaroan ClaraClara

DanesfortDanesfortBallyhaleBallyhale

RailyardRailyard

DunnamagginDunnamaggin ThomastownThomastownTullogherTullogher

PiltownPiltown

U16 match day squad.U16 match day squad.
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Kilkenny Championship:
Senior Championship:
2025 saw the only two senior championship 
teams in Kilkenny Muckalee and Railyard 
contest the senior final on September 27th 
in Erins Own GAA Grounds. Muckalee had 
defeated intermediate side John Lockes 
who had stepped up to compete in the 
senior competition in the semi-final, whilst 
Railyard were drawn straight into the 
championship final. It was a well contested 
final with only 4 points between the teams 
at half time, however Muckalee were more 
efficient with their scoring chances in 
the second hand and finished strongest. 
Muckalee will now go on to represent 
Kilkenny in the Leinster club championship. 

Intermediate Championship: 

The Kilkenny Intermediate championship 
was unusual in so far as it was two junior 
teams who had stepped up to take part 
in the competition that reached the final – 
Dunnamaggin and Clara.  On the road to the 
final Dunnamaggin defeated John Lockes in 
the semi-final and Clara defeated Muckalee 
Green. The final was a competitive match in 
MW Hire Dunmore and was well attended. 
Not much separated the sides at half time 
however Dunnamaggin converted some 
fine goal chances to finish 6-8 to 3-6 at 
the whistle. Dunnamaggin making history 
by winning both Junior and Intermediate 
titles in the same year. Congratulations to 
Dunnamaggin Captain Caroline McCarthy 
who lifted the cup on behalf of the club 
and to all involved with the panel on a great 
achievement. 

Junior Championship: 
The Kilkenny Junior championship saw 
five teams compete, Dunnamaggin, Clara, 
Muckalee Green, John Lockes and new club 
Kilkenny United. The junior final was a close 
contest between Clara and Dunnamaggin, 
with Dunnamaggin victorious.

Railyard Senior FinalistsRailyard Senior Finalists

Dunnamaggin Intermediate Champions.Dunnamaggin Intermediate Champions.

 Referee John McCormack with Captains Clodagh  Referee John McCormack with Captains Clodagh 
Hanlon and Siobhan FarrellHanlon and Siobhan Farrell

Muckalee Senior championsMuckalee Senior champions

Dunnamaggin Captain Caroline Dunnamaggin Captain Caroline 
McCarthMcCarth
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John Lockes Minor A championsJohn Lockes Minor A champions

U14 A Champions DunnamagginU14 A Champions Dunnamaggin
U14 A finalists RailyardU14 A finalists Railyard

U14 B Champions John LockesU14 B Champions John Lockes U14 B Finalists TullogherU14 B Finalists Tullogher

 U16 A champions Dunnamaggin U16 A champions Dunnamaggin

Muckalee U16 A finalistsMuckalee U16 A finalists

 U16 B Champions Railyard U16 B Champions Railyard

John Lockes U16 B FinalistsJohn Lockes U16 B Finalists

 Railyard Minor A Finalists Railyard Minor A Finalists

 Dunnamaggin Minor B Champions Dunnamaggin Minor B Champions

Thomastown Minor B FinalistsThomastown Minor B Finalists
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KILKENNY LGFA FÉILE 

U12 FESTIVAL OF FOOTBALL

The Kilkenny LGFA Féile took place on 27th April in Erin’s Own GAA & 
in Railyard GFC.A great display of football was put on by all players who 
proudly represented their clubs to try get the opportunities to go forward 

to represent Kilkenny in the National & Regional Féile later in the year.John 
Lockes were undefeated in their round robin games where they recorded 

wins over Thomastown & Erins Own to progress to the Division 1 Final. The other group of Kilkenny City, Tullogher & Muckalee was a tighter affair 
with Muckalee progressing to the final on score difference.Congratulations to John Lockes who defeated Muckalee in the Division 1 Final in a goal 
fest of a game, 6-10 to 4-2. John Lockes progressed to represent Kilkenny at the National Féile in June.In Division 2 it was Railyard who went into 

the Final V Dunnamaggin undefeated. Both teams had recorded wins over Clara & Piltown in the round robin stages, with Railyard securing a narrow 
round robin victory over Dunnamaggin. However, fortunes were reversed in the final with Dunnamaggin securing the spoils with a goal to win. 4-4 to 

3-4. Dunnamaggin went on to represent Kilkenny in the regional feile. 

MuckaleeMuckalee

St Lachtain’sSt Lachtain’s DunnamagginDunnamaggin SlieverueSlieverue

TullogherTullogher PiltownPiltown

Erin’s OwnErin’s Own

ClaraClara DanesfortDanesfort  Kilkenny City  Kilkenny City 

RailyardRailyard John LockesJohn Lockes

A huge well done to all our u12 footballers who took part in this years u12 festival of football in MW Hire Dunmore. Huge thanks to the organisers 
especially Regina & Paula who played a huge part in facilitating all U12 finals and matches throughout the season. 

Ladies A 2025.indd   5Ladies A 2025.indd   5 26/10/2025   21:0526/10/2025   21:05



ALL IRELAND CLUB 7S.

DunnamagginDunnamaggin RailyardRailyard

MuckaleeMuckalee John LockesJohn Lockes

Kilkenny were well represented at the All Ireland 7s on the August Bank Holiday weekend in Dublin. Incredible to see Muckalee, Railyard & John 
Lockes all topping their respective groups in the junior championship and onto the championship semi-finals. Dunnamaggin also giving a strong 

account of themselves in group 3. The draw of Winner group 2 V Winner group 4 saw an all Kilkenny semi final between Muckalee & Railyard with 
Muckalee progressing after a closely contested game. John Lockes who were winners of group 1 faced Kerry side Ballymacelligott in the other semi 
final with the Kerry team progressing to the final. Unfortunately the Junior Cup did not return to Kilkenny as after a hotly contested & skilled final the 
Kerry side finished on top defeating Muckalee 3-7 to 1-8. Amazing to see the four Kilkenny clubs give such outstanding performances throughout 

the day. 

ThomastownThomastown Kilkenny City  Kilkenny City  Kilkenny City  Kilkenny City 

CLUB REPORTS

The girls and ladies of Castlecomer made a delighted return to the Erin’s Own training grounds on the 31st of 
March for our U12s, 14s and 16s with our U6, 8s and 10, returning on the 7th of April. From u6 girls through to 
minor they returned in large numbers ready for the season ahead. The club was delighted to continue with the 
tradition of ladies’ football that has become an inherent part of the club scene in Erins Own 

 U6’s, U8’s and U10’s hosted and attended games in their age groups throughout the season. Erin’s Own hosted this Year’s  
Football Fèile with huge turnout across the board. Our U12s won the Festival of Football final on the 13th September with 
our U16s winning their Shield final on the 24th of August.  Anyone interested in enquiring about joining for the 2026 season 
can contact the club at: erinsownlgfa@gmail.com 

ERINS OWN  LGFC   ERINS OWN  LGFC   

St. Lachtain’s u10 & u12 Gaelic football teams enjoyed a great season this year. 
Well done to all the girls.

ST LACHTAIN’S LGFCST LACHTAIN’S LGFC

St Lachtains U10’sSt Lachtains U10’s
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Our club has continued to grow and thrive throughout the 2025 season, with another very active and successful year 
for Tullogher-Rosbercon LGFA. We were delighted once again to welcome fantastic numbers of players registering 
across all age groups — including many new faces, especially in our younger teams.

Our U6s enjoyed a wonderful year of football training, full of fun and energy. Their enthusiasm and progress are a real credit 
to their dedicated and encouraging coaches.  
The U8s and U10s had a busy and exciting season, taking part in numerous football blitzes that continue to be a highlight 
of LGFA activity in Kilkenny.  The U10s also proudly took part in the U10 County Blitz in Kells Road, building wonderful 
experiences and friendships through the games and being very competitive all round. 
Our U12s showed outstanding commitment and teamwork this season, competing strongly in a very tough group. They 
finished their campaign with a thrilling final, playing some excellent football and narrowly missing out after an incredibly 
close contest.
The U14s started their league impressively with two great wins and have shown consistent effort throughout a very busy 
year, balancing football and a successful camogie season. A special highlight was the road to the championship final but 
unfortunate not to triumph on this occasion.
Our U16s faced tough competition this year. While some fixture clashes made it challenging to field full panels at times 
— especially with players also competing at a high level in camogie — this group remains an exceptionally talented and 
committed bunch of dual players, and their efforts are greatly appreciated. They had a very successful league campaign 
losing out to a strong John Lockes in the final.  They also progressed to the Shield final stage of the championship.
Our Gaelic 4 Mothers & Others also had a great year with continued participation and more matches and fun had by all 
involved. 
As always, we extend our heartfelt thanks to all our players, trainers, mentors, club officers, and parents for their dedication, 
support, and countless hours of commitment. We also sincerely thank our loyal sponsors and the wider local community who 
continue to back our growing club so generously.
Together, we are building something special — a vibrant, welcoming, and ambitious LGFA club that continues to go from 
strength to strength in 2025 and beyond.

TULLOGHER  LGFCTULLOGHER  LGFC

The 2025 season has been a very special one for Dunnamaggin LGFC. We have been commemorating our 10 year 
anniversary in many ways. We took part in the Kilkenny St. Patricks Day parade which was a brilliant experience 
for all who marched. We designed a fabulous commemorative jersey for our members and we now look forward 
to  a club community 10 year anniversary celebration in November. This event is very much anticipated by all and 
promises to be an exceptional event. We continued this year to boast the title of Kilkenny’s largest ladies football 
club and we are proud of the retention of players that keep coming back to the club every year. 

As well as our own parish, we cater for females in all surrounding areas. Dunnamaggin LGFC had a very successful 
2025 season, participating in competitions at all age levels from U12 right up to adult. We reached 11 finals this year and 
unbelievably were victorious in them all. Our fantastic adult squad made club history by claiming the Junior Cup title. They 
then surpassed all expectations by taking part in and also winning the Intermediate Cup. For the first time our club took part 
in the Adult National 7s competition in Portmarnock and had a very memorable outing. The U15 group won the county Roinn 
B Féile title and progressed to the regional competition where they won the Shield. Our U12s were Roinn E champions, Our 
U14s and U16s won both the Roinn A League and Championship. Our young Minor squad won both the Roinn B League and 
Championship. 

The highlight of the year for the minors was no doubt playing the Championship final in the hallowed grounds of Nowlan Park. 
The club also caters for a non-competitive fun Mothers&Others squad, U10s, U8s and U6s groups. The Mothers&Others 
enjoyed many blitzes this year including the Leinster blitz in June. Our U10s had a great day in Croke Park this season at the 
National U10s blitz. This group also enjoyed a memorable trip to the Passage West Blitz in Cork in which our club partakes 
each year. This is a highlight of the season for the girls and parents! Two fantastic days out on top of their many Kilkenny 
blitzes. The U8s and U6s enjoyed fun skills based trainings and matches all season. The whole club also enjoyed partaking 
in many social events this year including our annual Table Quiz, Easter Parade and Race Night. Well done to all our squads 
and management teams making the club and parish very proud this season. We now look forward to celebrating the ten year 
anniversary of the club in November! Check out our Facebook, Instagram or Twitter page for more information. 

DUNNAMAGGIN  LGFCDUNNAMAGGIN  LGFC

As John Locke’s LGFA club approaches its tenth year in existence, the club has continued to grow in 2025. Again, this year the 
club fielded teams from U6 to adult level. For the first time in the Club’s history, at the adult level, the club was able to field a 
ladies’ Junior and Intermediate squad.
The year started off with success for the U15 squad, who won the county Féile, and this squad went on to represent Kilkenny 
in the National Féile in Derry. The squad also took part in the All-Ireland Féile 7s at the start of August.
The membership numbers for U6s and U8s again broke previous records and bode well for the club’s future. The squad took 

part in blitzes across the county during the summer.
The highlight again this season for our U10s was attending the Passage West national U10 blitz, with over fifty clubs from across the country 
in attendance on the day.
With a panel of over thirty players, our U12s continued the strong tradition of the club being competitive through the season. The numbers 
allowed the group to field a U12 and U11 squad at the U12 finals festival of football, and both teams were successful on the day. They also 
had a great day out at the U12 blitz in Passage West.
Our U14 squad had a very successful year, doing the double by winning the Rionn B League and Championship.  
The U16 squad were not to be outdone and won the Rionn B League early in the season and qualified for the Rionn B Championship County 
final in August. Sadly, this was the only competitive match this squad lost all season. Injuries in the lead-up to the final and on the day 
hampered the squad’s search to repeat doubles success from last year.
Convincingly, the minor panel secured the A League title at Nolan Park and followed this up with the A Championship title in August.
The highlight of the year for the adult panel was representing the club at the All-Ireland junior club 7s in August, making it to the semifinal, 
where they were beaten by the eventual winners.  The adult squad had strong performances in both league and championship. The team 
put in a very strong performance in the league final.
Again, this year, the now long-standing tradition for exchange students playing LGFA when studying in Callan continues. In 2025, we had 
three Spanish students playing with John Locke’s teams.
At a county level, the club was very well represented across the squads from U14 to the adult panels.

JOHN LOCKES LGFCJOHN LOCKES LGFC
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2025 was another great year for Railyard Ladies Football Club, our club continued to grow, and we had a record number 
of registrations. We had a busy start to the year with many members of the club involved in the Railyard Lip Sync Battle 
Fundraiser. This was an incredible event held on Easter Sunday to a sold-out audience in Hotel Kilkenny, we were so proud to 
have been involved in raising over €100K for future club development. 
Huge improvements were seen across our U8, U10 and U12 teams. There was great attendance and participation at trainings 
and in the organised blitz’s for the U8s and U10s. Our U10s were thrilled to have been selected to play in Croke Park and a 
fantastic day was had by the girls and their parents. Our U12s, a talented group of girls, played great football all season and were 

unlucky not to lift some silverware at their end of season final. Our U14s welcomed the challenge of competing in Roinn A this year, incredible 
performances throughout the year saw them go from strength 
to strength – their reward was a shield final victory over Erins 
Own in the league and a place in the Championship A final 
where they were unlucky against a strong Dunnamaggin side.  
Our U16s had a great year, they were delighted to play in the 
Southeast Sevens Tournament, the county 7 aside blitzs and 
the ultimate highlight was being crowned U16 champions 
following their defeat of a fancied John Lockes side.   Our 
Minor team also relished the opportunity to compete in Roinn 
A league and championship and contested well in all games 
and made it to both finals but unfortunately losing out on both 
occasions to John Lockes. 
2025 was another incredible year for our adult ladies team with a lot of football played, the ladies team was entered in the Carlow League 
along-side the Kilkenny League and the Kilkenny Senior championships where they enjoyed many matches. They also entered the All-Ireland 
7s where they topped their group and had a fantastic time scoring an incredible 44 goals over the course of the day. The highlight of the 
year for our ladies team was being crowned Kilkenny LGFAs All County Shield Champions and putting on an incredible performance in the 
Senior Final against Muckalee.  
Our G4M&Os team continued to grow and they had an action packed year, the definite highlight was been selected to play in the New York 
Festival of Football which culminated in 33 members of the team enjoying a fantastic weekend of football and fun in the big apple in October. 
Huge thanks to our committee, coaches, players, parents, Railyard GFC and our local community for their dedication to supporting us to 
build and grow our club. New members are always welcome and if you would like to get involved with Railyard in 2026 please contact us on 
railyard.kilkenny@lgfa.ie

RAILYARD LGFCRAILYARD LGFC

 Railyard Lip Sync Battle Railyard Lip Sync Battle Railyard U10s in Croke Park Railyard U10s in Croke Park

Muckalee enjoyed another successful year in the 2025 season. The U8s and U10s had an enjoyable season between 
training hard, blitzes and lots of treats and laughs in between. Our U12s are a fantastic group of footballers who worked 
hard all year and finished off their season by winning the A championship. A great achievement ! 
Our U14 team show great talent and promise for the future, enjoying a very competitive season. The u14s reached the 
Feile 1 final and were narrowly defeated by a strong John Lockes side. 

Our u16s are competing at a high standard, playing in a Roinn A cup final this year where they were unlucky to lose out on the day. 
Our minor team were defeated in a county semi final this year however we have no doubt this talented group of girls will be back 
next year. 
The club had two teams competing at Adult level this year. It was brilliant to see enough numbers to field two teams and showcases 
the great level of interest in the club. The B team competed in the junior and intermediate championships and were unlucky with 
narrow losses. 
Our senior team began the year competing in both the Laois and Kilkenny league which gave the panel great experience. The girls 
were crowned Kilkenny league champions in August for the 5th consecutive season. 
Muckalee entered a team in the All Ireland 7s competition this summer. The girls did the club proud by reaching the junior final 
putting on a super display of football throughout the day. 
In September our Senior team were crowned 5 in a row county champions after defeating Railyard. The girls will now go on to 
represent Kilkenny in the Leinster championship and we wish them all the best luck. 
Thank you to all members and sponsors that organised and supported our annual fundraisers such as the Tractor Run in November. 
We would like to also congratulate all the girls at underage and adult level that represented Muckalee at a county level this year. It is 
great achievement to represent your county and play football at a high level. 
The club thanks all players, management, committee members, and volunteers for their dedication and contributions throughout the 
year. Your efforts make our success and enjoyment possible at every level.

MUCKALEE  LGFCMUCKALEE  LGFC

Thomastown LGFA is committed to the 
ongoing development of the club. This 
year saw the return of our  ladies team. 
We hope to build our squad going forward 
to continue to compete at this level. 

Our Minor team put in a lot of work this year and were 
rewarded with a place in the Minor Championship B 
Final. Although defeated, the girls battled until the final 
whistle and should be proud of themselves. 
Our U16’s reached the Shield Semi Final. Again, they 
were unlucky with the result but this group of talented girls will be back to compete again next year.
Our U14’s finished the season Roinn B Shield winners. After training hard all season the girls were delighted with their win. 
Our U12’s played well throughout the season, competing in the U12 league and finishing up with the Festival of Football.
Our U10’s & U8’s played blitzes throughout the season. The girls got great enjoyment from showcasing their skills at these events.
Our G4M&O team continues to grow each year. They played challenge matches and competed in blitzes throughout the season.
They held a charity blitz to end their season with all proceeds going to Cois Nore.
This year we had girls participating in the U14, U15 & Minor Development Squads.
We would like to thank the committee members, coaches and players for all their hard work throughout the year & a big thank you to Richard 
Davis CPS for sponsorship. 

THOMASTOWN LGFCTHOMASTOWN LGFC

– Thomastown U14 – Roinn B – Thomastown U14 – Roinn B 
Championship Shield Final WinnersChampionship Shield Final WinnersThomastown Adult Ladies Team 2025Thomastown Adult Ladies Team 2025
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2025 is a year to be celebrated by Clara as we fielded teams from U8 to 
minor, we entered our first ever adult team in the junior and intermediate 
competitions, while also welcoming a vibrant and dynamic group of women 
into our G4M&O team. Our u8’s kicked off their season with the Muckalee 
blitz followed by the Castlewarren field day which was a great community 

event. 
The highlight of the summer for our u10 squad was the All County Blitz in July.  We 
finished the season on a high hosting a blitz in Clara.The u12s had a great year. League 
wins over Dunamaggin, Piltown, Slieverue, City and John Lockes with a solitary loss to 
Muckalee saw the girls finish second and contest the Div 2 league final against Danesfort. 
Our u14s had a great year reaching 2 finals. The girls enjoyed their football and showed 
great improvement game on game. The U16’s played against Railyard, John Lockes and Tullogher. We secured a place in the championship 
shield final vs Tullogher 
Our minors had a good season securing a strong win against Erins Own in a thrilling Minor B Shield Championship Final. A new training 
structure with additional coaches plus the opportunity to train with our adult team proved beneficial to the girls. Our newly formed adult 
team has injected new life into our club. Our league games against Dunnamaggin, Railyard, Muckalee and John Lockes  prepared us well for 
the junior and intermediate championships where we reached both finals but unfortunately fell short at the final whistle. Whilst not bringing 
home the silverware, we were bursting with pride having accomplished so much in our first season. Well done to Jane, Ailbhe, Niamh, Sarah, 
Danica , Ceola for representing Clara on the county adult team. 
Our newly formed G4M&O are a terrific bunch, turning up for training every Friday with the biggest smiles and loudest laughs. They enjoyed 
their first blitz in Thomastown  displaying incredible team work in such a short period of time of training together. Clara LGFC is going from 
strength to strength and we look forward to 2026 - Ní neart go cur le chéile.

CLARA  LGFCCLARA  LGFC

Clara Minor Roinn B Shield Final Winners 2025Clara Minor Roinn B Shield Final Winners 2025

We had an absolutely fantastic second year of ladies Gaelic football at Danesfort! Our journey began in early March when we were selected 
for the Gaelic4Girls programme. This opportunity gave our club a tremendous boost, welcoming a whole host of new players and mentors. 
The season kicked off on a high note, and we consistently enjoyed great participation across all age groups, including U6, U8, and U10, 
throughout the year and during all blitzes.
Our home blitzes were 
special highlights of the year, 
bringing the community 
together in an atmosphere 
filled with warmth and 
camaraderie. From the 
generous volunteers who 
pitched in to help, to the 
steaming cups of tea and 
coffee and the homemade treats shared among players and supporters, every detail 
reflected the spirit and heart of Danesfort. These days weren’t just about football—they 
were a celebration of friendship, teamwork, and the wonderful support in the club.
One of the standout moments was our incredible U12 team. In their debut season, they competed with remarkable enthusiasm and skill 
in their league. Their dedication and hard work culminated in a spectacular performance at the festival of football in Dunmore, where they 
proudly brought home a cup. 
A huge well done to all the amazing girls who played and trained so well all year as well all their parents for sacrificing their Friday evenings 
bringing them to training! Thanks to all the dedicated mentors also who put in so much time and effort all season.
We are already brimming with excitement and anticipation for another amazing season next year. Here’s to more success and wonderful 
memories on the field!

DANESFORT LGFCDANESFORT LGFC

Danesfort Gaelic 4 Girls participants 2025Danesfort Gaelic 4 Girls participants 2025

Piltown Ladies Gaelic Football Club have enjoyed another positive and progressive year in 2025. Our U8 and U10 
teams have been actively involved throughout the season, taking part in blitzes across the county and proudly 
hosting one of their own in Piltown. A huge highlight this year came from our U12 team, who took part in the 
‘Festival of Football’ in Thomastown. The girls put in an incredible performance playing Tullogher in a thrilling 
final, winning by just one point. A fantastic achievement for this young team and a proud moment for the club. 

Our U14 and U16 squads experienced a season of growth and progress, showing great resilience and teamwork throughout 
their campaign. While results didn’t always go their way, their commitment and development were clear to see. For the 
second year, our junior team returned, the team made history by playing their debut competitive match against Clara. The 
squad continues to grow, and we look forward to building on this strong start in the seasons ahead. We are also delighted to 
celebrate two of our players, Lisa Norris and Emma Culleton who were with Dunnamaggin on a permission to play and who 
contributed to a historic year winning both the Junior and Intermediate Championships – a remarkable double and a proud 
achievement for the girls and also our own club. We hope our younger players are inspired by these achievements and see 
what’s possible with dedication and continued involvement in the game. Our Gaelic 4 Mothers and Others team enjoyed a 
busy season, with the highlight being their return to participation in the National Blitz in Portmarnock. The women played four 
matches, winning them all, while having a bit of craic.

As a club we will continue to develop and encourage all players to return for 2026, in the hopes of having another great year. 
We would like to sincerely thank all coaches, mentors, parents, and guardians for their ongoing support. New members are 
always welcome, whether as players, coaches, or volunteers. If you have any interest, please reach out via social media or 
email us at piltownlgfc@gmail.com.

PILTOWN    LGFCPILTOWN    LGFC

Danesfort U10’sDanesfort U10’s
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Irish Cultural Officer’s Report 2025
Bliain an-dearfach a bhí ann do 
ghníomhaíochtaí cultúrtha i gCumann 
Lúthchleas Gael Chill Chainnigh. Lean muid 
orainn ag ceiliúradh agus ag cur chun cinn 
ár n-oidhreacht Ghaelach le Scór agus 
Scoláireachtaí Gaeltachta san áireamh. Tá 
rannpháirtíocht i Scór Sinsear agus i Scór 
na nÓg ag dul i méid i gcónaí, agus is cúis 
áthais é an oiread sin clubanna a fheiceáil ag 
glacadh páirt sna comórtais thábhachtacha 
seo dár gcultúr agus dár spiorad pobail.
 
Scór Sinsear
The Senior Scór Competition was held in 
late March, with two enjoyable and well-
supported events taking place. The quiz was 
hosted by O’Loughlin Gaels on Thursday, 
25th March, where ten teams took part 
and faced questions covering GAA, history, 
geography, and general knowledge among 
other topics. After a highly competitive 
evening, Emeralds GAA emerged victorious, 
represented by Monica Malone, Dermot 
Dunphy, Carol Hickey, and Brendan Joyce. 
The team went on to represent Kilkenny with 
pride at the Leinster Finals.
The Solo Singing Competition was held in 
Nowlan Park, where the attendees were 
treated to an excellent evening of music. 
Shane Walsh of Windgap GAA took home 
the honours on the night and went forward 
to represent at provincial level. 
 
Scór na nÓg
The 2024 Scór na nÓg competitions took 
place towards the end of last year, after 
the publication of the 2024 Yearbook. 
Congratulations to Michael Holland of Young 
Irelands GAA who proudly represented 
Kilkenny at Leinster level in the Solo Singing 
category.
For the first time in recent years, Kilkenny 
was also represented in the Instrumental 
Music category, with the talented Grace and 
Eoghan O’Farrell of Ballyhale Shamrocks 
going forward to the provincial rounds. In 
the Quiz, Dunamaggin GAA took the county 
honours, with Cathal Rossitor, Darragh 
Lyons, Conor Aylward, and Daniel Hayes 
representing Kilkenny at Leinster level.
We look forward with great anticipation 
to the 2026 Scór Competitions and we 
encourage all clubs to get involved and 
continue fostering the love of Irish music, 
song, dance, and culture among our 
members.
 
Gaeltacht Scholarship Grants
It was wonderful to see the reinstatement of 
the Gaeltacht Scholarship Grant this year, 
giving two young people from the county 
the opportunity to attend the Rinn Gaeltacht 
for two weeks, with funding provided by 
Kilkenny GAA and Leinster GAA. Applicants 
were asked to submit a match report in both 

Irish and English, showcasing both their love 
for the GAA and their willingness to engage 
with the Irish language.
Congratulations to Cian Larkin (Clara GAA) 
and Lucy Crowley (Windgap Camogie), who 
were the successful recipients of the €1,000 
scholarships. They thoroughly enjoyed their 

experience!
We look forward to continuing this initiative 
in 2026, and I encourage all young 
Gaeilgeoirí to keep an eye out for next year’s 
competition.
 
Mar is gnách, gabhaim buíochas ó chroí le 
gach oifigeach club, rannpháirtí, moltóir, 
agus oibrí deonach a chuireann a gcuid ama 
agus fuinnimh isteach lenár ngníomhaíochtaí 
cultúrtha i gCumann Lúthchleas Gael Chill 
Chainnigh a chinntiú. Míle buíochas ach 
go háirithe leis an gCoiste Chultúrtha, 
Monica Malone, Mary Morgan agus Leah Ní 
Fhaoláin, agus le Bord an Chontae chomh 
maith.
Le gach dea-ghuí, 
Shane Walsh, Irish Cultural Officer, Kilkenny 
GAA

SCÓR 2025SCÓR 2025 Shane Walsh Irish Language and Culture Officer

Michael Holland (Young Irelands) Scór na nÓgMichael Holland (Young Irelands) Scór na nÓg

Grace and Eoghan O’Farrell of Ballyhale Grace and Eoghan O’Farrell of Ballyhale 
Shamrocks - Scór na nÓgShamrocks - Scór na nÓg Lucy Crowley (Windgap) - Rinn GaeltachtLucy Crowley (Windgap) - Rinn Gaeltacht

Emeralds GAA Scór Sinsear QuizEmeralds GAA Scór Sinsear Quiz

Dunamaggin Scór na nÓg QuizDunamaggin Scór na nÓg QuizCian Larkin (Clara) - Rinn GaeltachtCian Larkin (Clara) - Rinn Gaeltacht
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LAST YEAR, we began by reporting on the historic appointment of 
our first female chairperson, so it is great to report that we have 

even more new history this year.

Probably the hardest history for an organisation that is well over 80 years 
old to make is to add a new name to our Roll of Honour, but that is just 
what happened this year. The Model School on the Castlecomer Road in 
Kilkenny is the newest member of Kilkenny Schools’ Board having joined 
in the late 2010s. Under the guidance of teacher and O’Loughlin Gaels’ 
stalwart, Andy Kearns, they have made great strides in developing 
Gaelic Games in the school. In this year’s Under 13 Roinn E, they lost a 
thriller of a semi-final by just a single point to Johnstown Schools, who 
would go on to win the competition. However, less than a fortnight later, 
they put that disappointment to one side and on a wonderful, if slightly 
wet, June day in Nowlan Park, they captured the Cumann na mBunscol 
Under 11 D Championship in what was a richly deserved win. With six of 
the smaller teams taking part in this 11-a-side competition, the qualified 
top of their group to face Clogh-Moneenroe in the final. They produced 
their best performance of the day to put the northern school to the 
sword and capture the title. There was great celebration on the field and 
afterwards, when the team ascended the steps of UPMC Nowlan Park to 
lift the trophy properly. 
Comhghairdeas libh 
uile!

We were very happy 
to add a new trophy to 
our competitions this 
year. Scoil Lachtaín 
Freshford presented a 
beautiful new trophy, 
the Corn Uí Chinnéide, 
to the board, in 
memory of former 
teacher and great 
board member, Ned 
Kennedy. A proud 
Freshford man, Ned 
had great success 
with Scoil Ruadháin, 
Tullaroan and with 
Scoil Lachtaín, 
Freshford during 
his teaching career. 
The new cup was 
presented for the first 
time for the Roinn A 
Under 11 competition 
and we were delighted 
when Ned’s family 
attended the final 
and presented the 
trophy to champions, 
Mooncoin. To 
Freshford school, 

Eileen, Niamh, John, Lachtaín and Eadaoin, mile buíochas.

Towards the end of last year, following great work by the County Board, 
TESCO Ireland made a great investment in Kilkenny Schools’ Games with 
every school team in Kilkenny receiving a brand-new set of 25 Jerseys 
for use in the school leagues. Made by our own Intosport in Castlecomer, 
schools also got the chance to design the jerseys themselves, with some 
brilliant designs on show. In February, we captured this generosity with 
a photograph of the jerseys together. A lovely colourful reminder of a 
lovely gesture.

There were also two new school events to report this year. The TESCO 
Hurling Skills Challenge took place in UPMC Nowlan Park during the 
County Senior Hurling Semi-Finals. Following four regional days eight 
teams of two, girls and boys showed off their skills at three different 
skill challenges during the half-time breaks. Great skill was on show and 
congrats to Megan Bryan and Lainey Corcoran of Scoil McAuley Rice 
Callan and Ryan Sutton and Tommy Kehoe of Mooncoin Schools on 
claiming the titles!

Another new initiative was the Cumann na mBunscol Table Quiz. Each 
county held a county quiz where all questions are based on sports, 

50% GAA, 50% 
other sports. At 
a great night 
in O’Loughlin 
Gaels’ GAA 
Club, 36 teams 
competed for the 
county title which 
was won by the 
Scoil Cholmáin, 
Clara NS team 
of Aidan Butler, 
Rian Mullally, 
Cian Larkin and 
Ruth O’Brien. 
The Clara team 
r e p r e s e n t e d 
K i l k e n n y 
admirably at the 
National Final 
in Tullamore in 
March where 
they had a top 10 
finish. Well done 
all!

And finally, a 
long overdue 
event. Following 
conve rsa t i ons 
with Kilkenny 
Camogie and 
Kilkenny LGFA, it 

ANOTHER YEAR, ANOTHER YEAR, 
Still Making New History!Still Making New History!

Cumann na mBunscoileanna Report 
by Dermot Dunphy  PRO
Photos - Willie Dempsey

CROTTY’S PHARMACY ROINN A CHAMPIONS AND CORN DE BHALDRAITHE FINALISTS - MOONCOIN SCHOOLSCROTTY’S PHARMACY ROINN A CHAMPIONS AND CORN DE BHALDRAITHE FINALISTS - MOONCOIN SCHOOLS

ALLIANZ CUMANN NA MBUNSCOILEANNA SCOREBOARD 2025

Crotty’s Pharmacy Roinn A: Joe Dunphy Cup		  Mooncoin	 2-14	 Gowran	 1-11
TOP Oil Roinn B:	 Paddy Hennessy Cup		  St Patrick’s DLS 1-9	 Kilmanagh	 2-4
Crotty’s Pharmacy Roinn C: Georgie Leahy Cup		  Freshford	 1-11	 Tullaroan	 1-8
TOP Oil Roinn D: (13-a-side)			   Dunnamaggin  4-8	 Glenmore	 2-3
TOP Oil Roinn E: (11-a-side)			   Johnstown	 7-9	 Conahy	 0-5
Allianz Corn de Bhaldraithe:			   Gowran	 6-9	 Mooncoin	 2-6
Allianz Tommy O’Brien Cup:			   Tullaroan	 2-7	 Urlingford	 1-5
Crotty’s Pharmacy Roinn A Shield:	                 		   St Canice’s 3-11       	 Gaelscoil Osraí            2-4
TOP Oil Roinn B Shield:				    Coon-Muckalee 2-5	 Piltown	 0-8
Crotty’s Pharmacy Roinn C Shield: 			   St John’s	 1-10	 Urlingford	 1-8
TOP Oil Roinn D Shield:				    Slieverue	 6-4	 Windgap	 2-5

Allanz Under 11 Roinn A: Corn Uí Chinnéide		  Mooncoin	 2-3	 St Canice’s	 1-5
Allianz Under 11 Roinn B:				    St Patrick’s DLS  3-7	 Urlingford	 2-4
Allianz Under 11 Roinn C:	                                              		   Lisdowney  3-11                      G’bridge /Paulstown    0-4     
Allianz Under 11 Roinn D:				    The Model School 5-7          Clogh-Moneenroe 1-1

Football Scoreboard 2024
Crotty’s Pharmacy Roinn A:			   St Canice’s	 3-7	 Gowran	 1-3
TOP Oil Roinn B:				    Mooncoin	 2-4	 St John’s	                    0-5
Crotty’s Pharmacy Roinn C:			   Slieverue	 5-2	 Dunnamaggin                2-7
Allianz Corn na Tuaithe				    Gowran	 6-5	 Mooncoin	   2-2

INTO Cumann na mBunscol Sevens
Hurling:		  Danesfort
Camogie:		  Kilmanagh
Boys’ Football:	 Danesfort
Girls’ Football:	 Kilmanagh
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was agreed that all girls’ schools’ competitions 
would come under the umbrella of Cumann 
na mBunscol, Cill Chainnigh. Due to historical 
developments, we only catered for girls in the 
mini-sevens competitions with the two boards 
organising the full school competitions, an 
unusual arrangement in a national context. 
Both boards agreed that Cumann na mBunscol 
should take responsibility for Girls’ Schools 
games and so it started this September with the 
Girls’ Football competitions being organised 
by our Board. Likewise, Schools’ Camogie in 
Spring 2026 will be run by our board. None of 
this would be possible without co-operation 
and our thanks to the LGFA and Camogie 
Boards and especially the great co-operation 
behind the scenes to allow the transitions to be 
smooth. Special thanks to Regina Moran and 
Sheila Norris who are working away with our 
board to keep our girls’ games to the fore! 

UNDER 13
The Championships were yet again, very well 
contested with some old faces returning to the 
winners’ enclosure.

In the Crotty’s Pharmacy Roinn A championship, 
the fight for the Joe Dunphy Cup was a 
hard fought one. Last year’s B champions, 
Mooncoin, emerged as early favourites as 
they continued their good form from 2024. 
Having survived a mighty battle in their semi-
final, they faced Gowran who were appearing 
in their third Roinn A Final in a row. These 
teams had met in the two cup competitions in 
2024, with Mooncoin claiming the hurling and 
Gowran the football! An outstanding game 
of hurling ensued and by the final whistle, it 
was Mooncoin’s day winning, 2-14 to 1-11. A 
great return to the top of the tree for the famed 
Kilkenny parish.

Within a week, the two sides met again, this 
time in the Corn de Bhaldraithe final. Yet 
another classic was served up, but this time, 
Scoil Mhuire, Gowran were the victors turning 
the result around and running out winners 6-9 
to 2-6. Joy was unbridled as this was Gowran’s 
sixth hurling final in three years and the first 
time they brought home the spoils. No one 
could deny them their day! From a Kilkenny 
point of view, to see two such talented teams 
produce the quality hurling they do promises of 
good days ahead. We will watch with interest!

TOP Oil Roinn B saw a complete change in 
fortunes for the two divisions where after last 
year’s southern domination, this year, two 
teams from the Northern division contested 
the final for the Paddy Hennessy Cup. After 

CORN DE BHALDRAITHE CHAMPIONS AND CROTTY’S PHARMACY ROINN A FINALISTS - SCOIL MHUIRE GOWRANCORN DE BHALDRAITHE CHAMPIONS AND CROTTY’S PHARMACY ROINN A FINALISTS - SCOIL MHUIRE GOWRAN

TOP OIL ROINN B CHAMPIONS - ST PATRICK’S DE LA SALLETOP OIL ROINN B CHAMPIONS - ST PATRICK’S DE LA SALLE

CROTTY’S PHARMACY ROINN C CHAMPIONS - SCOIL LACHTAÍN FRESHFORDCROTTY’S PHARMACY ROINN C CHAMPIONS - SCOIL LACHTAÍN FRESHFORD

TOP OIL ROINN D CHAMPIONS - DUNNAMAGGIN SCHOOLSTOP OIL ROINN D CHAMPIONS - DUNNAMAGGIN SCHOOLS

CROTTY’S PHARMACY ROINN E CHAMPIONS - JOHNSTOWN SCHOOLSCROTTY’S PHARMACY ROINN E CHAMPIONS - JOHNSTOWN SCHOOLS
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a competitive round robin, St Patrick’s DLS 
and St Aidan’s Kilmanagh clashed. A great 
battle, with no quarter asked or given followed. 
St Pat’s got off to a fast start but as the last 
quarter started, Kilmanagh had rallied and the 
sides were level. A couple of late clutch points 
from the city side proved vital and as the final 
whistle sounded the famed city school had 
claimed the title on a scoreline of St Pat’s DLS 
1-9, Kilmanagh 2-4. Many of the Hennessy 
family were present to watch joint captains, 
Art Cowhig and James Butler lift the trophy. 
James’ great grandfather was a certain Paddy 
Hennessy!!

In the Crotty’s Pharmacy Roinn C, we also 
had a complete change of group fortune 
where two teams from the Northern group 
also contested the final, the opposite of 2024. 
Neighbours, Scoil Lachtaín Freshford and Scoil 
Ruadháin Tullaroan came through a brilliant 
championship competition and faced off for 
the beautiful Georgie Leahy Trophy. Freshford 
had lost out narrowly two years previously while 
Tullaroan had captured Roinn D a year ago. 
It was Tullaroan who started brightly with the 
wind, but solid Freshford defence had kept the 
lead down. In the second half, the Freshford 
side pulled clear to win a great contest, 1-11 to 
1-8. Amazingly, in the group stages, a narrow 
win, over Tullaroan, in their final group game 
got Freshford into the play-offs! Sometimes it’s 
in the stars!

It was not all doom and gloom for the Scoil 
Ruadháin team. The previous week they 
contested the Tommy O’Brien Cup Final 
against their neighbours to the north, Scoil 
an Chroí Ró-Naofa, Urlingford. League form 
would have told you that this would be a great 
battle and so it ensued. Tullaroan got the better 
of early exchanges and though Urlingford 
threw the proverbial ‘kitchen sink’ at them in 
the second half, Tullaroan held firm and saw 
out the game 2-7 to 1-5! A great win for the 
children from Scoil Ruadháin, but also for their 
long-time principal, Breda Holmes. As Breda 
stepped into retirement, another final win was 
a fitting present for a great Schools Board lady!

In the 13-a-side TOP Oil Roinn D league, 
southern teams were very much to the fore 
and by the time the final was reached it was 
Dunnamaggin Schools and Glenmore Schools 
who were still standing. Dunnamaggin had 
been made favourites from early on in this 
division and so it came to pass. Glenmore, as 
they always will, put up a great fight and were 
very much in contention at the half-time break. 
However, a strong Dunnamaggin side pushed 
on in the second half of the final and in the end 
won well on a scoreline of 4-8 to Glenmore’s 
2-3.

The Roinn E had five teams involved and the 
final saw last year’s beaten finalists, Johnstown 
Schools meet Conahy Schools. Conahy’s 
chances were dealt a blow with an injury to a 
key player in the semi-final. Johnstown were 
on song from the start and produced their best 
performance of the year. Try as they might, the 
young Conahy side could not the Fenian Flow 
as Johnstown won 7-9 to 0-5.

A small change in our shield competitions 
saw Roinn A hold its own shield. St Canice’s 
overcame city neighbours Gaelscoil Osraí to 
take the honours. In Roinn B, goals win games 
was the motto as Coon-Muckalee just saw off 
Piltown Schools. St John’s NS Kilkenny claimed 
the Roinn C Shield with a thrilling victory over 
Urlingford and the Roinn D shield went to 
Slieverue who overcame Windgap in Piltown, 

TOMMY O’BRIEN CUP CHAMPIONS CROTTY’S PHARMACY ROINN C FINALISTS - TOMMY O’BRIEN CUP CHAMPIONS CROTTY’S PHARMACY ROINN C FINALISTS - 
SCOIL RUADHÁIN TULLAROANSCOIL RUADHÁIN TULLAROAN

TOP OIL ROINN B FINALISTS- ST AIDAN’S NS KILMANAGHTOP OIL ROINN B FINALISTS- ST AIDAN’S NS KILMANAGH

TOP OIL ROINN D FINALISTS - GLENMORE SCHOOLSTOP OIL ROINN D FINALISTS - GLENMORE SCHOOLS

TOMMY O’BRIEN CUP FINALISTS - SCOIL AN CHROÍ RÓ-NAOFA URLINGFORDTOMMY O’BRIEN CUP FINALISTS - SCOIL AN CHROÍ RÓ-NAOFA URLINGFORD

CROTTY’S PHARMACY ROINN E FINALISTS - CONAHY SCHOOLSCROTTY’S PHARMACY ROINN E FINALISTS - CONAHY SCHOOLS
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the same venue that they won their football title 
in December!

Under 11
The Under 11 competitions saw more 
change this year. The games are played in 
smaller groups over four divisions. The City 
competition which was trialled in 2024 was not 
continued. Instead, the top 24 teams played in 
groups of three. Teams finishing first played in 
Roinn A, teams in second spot entered Roinn 
B while teams in third place were finished for 
the year! Roinn C had two groups of four vying 
for semi-final spots and Roinn D had six teams 
in total. These smaller groups were played in 
blitz days, mini festivals of hurling which saw 
children have great fun and the competitions 
move quickly to knock out stages. Even so, 
one of the finals, Roinn C was held over to be 
played in September.

The Roinn A final saw the clash of City 
Champions of 2024, St Canice’s and the Roinn 
A Finalists of 2024, Mooncoin. The teams 
played in UPMC Nowlan Park to see who 
would bring home the Corn Uí Chinnéide for 
the first time ever. After a super game, where 
defences were outstanding, it was the boys of 
Mooncoin and Carrigeen that proved victorious 
to complete a Roinn A double, Under 13 and 
Under 11. What a glorious period for the parish 
of Mooncoin at schools’ level!

The Roinn B final was a clash of St Patrick’s 
de la Salle and Scoil an Chroí Ró-Naofa, 
Urlingford, played in Freshford. A cracking 
game saw the city boys take an early lead 
and look well placed for the win. In the second 
half, the Urlingford side fought back but a third 
DLS goal sealed the title and they won on a 
scoreline of 3-7 to 2-4. Urlingford had a great 
year reaching two cup finals and a shield final, 
but lady luck did not shine on them. They can 
be proud of their efforts all year. St Patrick’s 
DLS had a year to remember! Under 11 and 
Under 13 Roinn B titles will winter in Coote’s 
Lane and the future is looking bright for the 
famed city nursery!

Roinn D was a different affair this year, as we 
referred to at the start of the article. Johnstown, 
Galmoy, Clogh Moneenroe, The Model School, 
Conahy and Ballyragget schools all arrived for 
a wonderful morning’s hurling in UPMC Nowlan 
Park, thanks to Kilkenny County Board. At the 
end of the day we had a historic win for The 
Model School on a day that summed up what 
schools’ hurling should be all about, great 
competition and great fun!

In September, Lisdowney and Goresbridge-
Paulstown met in MW Hire Dunmore.

And so, the hurling season drew to a close 
but the children of Kilkenny are playing with 
the bigger ball now as the football season is 
in full flow By Christmas This year we will have 
ten new champions to be crowned as the girls’ 
competitions are being played under Cumann 
na mBunscol, a fitting end to a historic schools’ 
season!

INTO Cumann na mBunscol Mini 
Sevens
The INTO Cumann na mBunscol Mini Sevens 
are a highlight of every school year with 
hurling and football competitions. This year, 
12 teams contested the Football Finals Day in 
UPMC Nowlan Park and 16 teams contested 
the Camogie and Hurling Finals in MW Hire, 
Dunmore. As a result of all this activity, six 

Kilkenny children graced the Croke Park pitch 
during All-Ireland Semi-Finals and Finals Days. 
Another little bit of history this year as we had 
double double champions in the boys’ and 
girls’ competitions, with Danesfort Schools 
capturing the Hurling and Boys’ Football titles 
and St Aidan’s Kilmanagh successful in the 
Camogie and Girls’ Football Competitions! 
Talented teams!!

The full list of lucky children to represent 
Kilkenny in Croke Park is:

Hurling: 	 Páidí Tierney, Church Hill NS Danesfort  Tipperary vs 
Cork, All-Ireland Final

Camogie:	 Kate Neary, St Aidan’s NS, Kilmanagh Kilkenny vs 
Tipperary, All-Ireland Semi-Final

Laura Fitzgerald, St Colman’s NS Clara Kilkenny vs Tipperary, All-Ireland 
Semi-Final 

Boys’ Football: Edwin Tynan, Church Hill NS Danesfort  Tyrone vs Kerry, 
All-Ireland Semi-Final

Billy O’Keeffe, Carrigeen NS, Mooncoin Donegal vs Meath, All-Ireland 
Semi-Final

Girls’ Football: Emmy Millea, St Aidan’s NS, Kilmanagh	 Kerry vs 
Donegal, All-Ireland Final	

Primary Games:
Primary Games take place at half-time in the 
Leinster Championships where lucky children 
get to represent their schools in our county 
colours. During the Leinster Championship, 
Kilkenny Schools’ Board fielded teams for five 
half-time Primary Games. Galway, Carlow and 
Dublin visited UPMC Nowlan Park, while we 
made the long trip to Belfast for the Leinster 
Round Robin. We then got to face Galway 
again in the Leinster Final. UPMC Nowlan 
Park, Corrigan Park and Croke Park were all 
the venues visited as every school team in 
the county had at least one of their players 
represent their county. The trip to Belfast was 
an unusual one as we had a mixed boys and 
girls squad chosen from fifth classes to allow 
for the younger age children leave Primary 
School in the North.  Thank you to the children 
for their excellent representation of Kilkenny 
and to their schools who proposed them. A 
special thanks to the parents who guaranteed 
the children got to the games. A thanks to 
officers of the board, Kieran Byrne, Philip 
Lonergan and Pádraig Crowley who made 
sure the games ran smoothly. Thanks also to 
our referees in Nowlan Park, Oscar, Emma, 
and Millie! A thanks to the Antrim and Leinster 
boards for their warm welcomes and finally a 
big thank you to Kilkenny County Board for 
their great support for the Primary Game in 
Kilkenny. All visiting teams tell us how much 
they enjoy their trip to UPMC Nowlan Park. 

Added to this we had two squads represent 
Cumann na mBunscol Cill Chainnigh in 
regional blitzes. The boys headed to Carlow 
for the annual Lift and Strike Blitz. We again 
had a representative Kilkenny team play in the 
Laois Camogie Blitz in Portlaoise and the girls 
showed excellent form to win all their games on 
the day! Thanks to Brían Ryan, Philly Campion, 
and Shonagh Ahern who helped out on these 
days. 

Finally, we had two representative school 
games during the National League. Mooncoin 
and St Canice’s faced off during the Kilkenny-
Galway game while at the Kilkenny-Tipp 
match, Bennettsbridge took on Mullinahone of 
Tipperary during the half-time break.

Thank You!!
At the end of our year, there are always 
many people to thank for making the schools’ 
competitions the success they are. 

Schools: Cumann na mBunscol has the aim 
of making our national games the games of 
choice in our schools and Kilkenny has a 
great record for this. This is in no small part 
thanks to the schools, their players, teachers 
and parents who ensure the games are played 
and children supported. Go raibh maith agaibh 
uile. As our own long held motto goes – Is 
cúram linn a todhchaí!

Clubs: A big thank you to our clubs who allow 
their schools use their facilities. Added to this, 
we are very grateful to have access to pitches 
to play off knock-out games and semi-finals. 
Special thanks to Piltown, Freshford, St James’ 
Park, Danesfort who all hosted finals this year.

Referees: With the timing of our school games, 
most of the league games are refereed by the 
schools and teachers. However, at knock-out 
stages, we have a group of dedicated referees 
who are available when we need them and 
never see us stuck. We were delighted to 
add two new referees to our group this year 
as Vivienne Holmes and Gay Rafter came on 
board. Our thanks to them for their help and 
dedication. The referees for our finals this year 
were John McCormack, Paschal Connolly, 
Stephen Delaney, Eamon Mansfield, Kevin 
Joyce, Brian Fox, Vivienne Holmes and Gay 
Rafter. Go raibh mile maith agaibh uile.

Sponsors: A huge thank you to our sponsors 
who continue to support our games - Allianz 
(National Sponsor), TOP Oil Kilkenny and 
Crotty’s Pharmacy. Thanks also to TESCO for 
their jersey sponsorship and the continued 
support of the Skills’ Challenge.

Programmes: At our finals, we like to have 
colourful programmes as mementoes for 
schools and families. Our thanks to Gerry 
O’Neill, who compiles them at very short notice 
and to Derek and the team at Perfecto Print 
who produce them, with a smile, in style!

Photographs: Thanks to Willie Dempsey for all 
his photographic work. Willie has plenty on his 
plate with his work with Bord na nÓg but always 
ensures that our finals are properly recorded! 

Kilkenny County Board:  Here in Kilkenny, we 
have always been so lucky that Cumann na 
mBunscol is an integral part of the GAA family. 
We want to say a thank you to our county 
board, led by PJ Kenny, Seamus Reade and 
Barry Hickey, who help us in so many ways. 
A special thanks for the use of UPMC Nowlan 
Park and MW Hire Dunmore for our final games, 
and for all the co-operation during the Primary 
Game. There is no possible value that you can 
place on the happiness our school children feel 
from playing on one of the finest pitches in the 
country, our own ‘Field of Dreams’. The Roinn 
D Under 11 and Football Sevens this year 
really brought this home to me. Thanks also 
to Kevin and his crew, who keep the pitch so 
well. Finally, a thanks to our GDO team, Brían, 
Philly, Nathan and Sean for their help and co-
operation through the year. Their promotion of 
the games in Primary Schools is invaluable!
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Roinn A Under 11 Champions - Corn uí Chinnéide - Roinn A Under 11 Champions - Corn uí Chinnéide - 
MooncoinMooncoin Roinn A Under 11 Finalists - St Canice’sRoinn A Under 11 Finalists - St Canice’s

Roinn B Under 11 Finalists - UrlingfordRoinn B Under 11 Finalists - Urlingford

Roinn D Under 11 Champions -Roinn D Under 11 Champions -
 The Model School The Model School

Roinn C Under 11 Champions -Roinn C Under 11 Champions -
LisdowneyLisdowney

Roinn D Under 11 Finalists - Roinn D Under 11 Finalists - 
Clogh-MoneenroeClogh-Moneenroe

Roinn C Under 11 Finalists - Roinn C Under 11 Finalists - 
Goresbridge/PaulstownGoresbridge/Paulstown

Roinn B Under 11 Champions - St Patrick’s DLSRoinn B Under 11 Champions - St Patrick’s DLS

C na mB 2025.indd   5C na mB 2025.indd   5 27/09/2025   23:5927/09/2025   23:59



INTO Mini-Sevens Hurling - BallyhaleINTO Mini-Sevens Hurling - Ballyhale

INTO Mini-Sevens Hurling - KilmanaghINTO Mini-Sevens Hurling - Kilmanagh

INTO Mini-Sevens Hurling -GowranINTO Mini-Sevens Hurling -Gowran

INTO Mini-Sevens Boys Football - GowranINTO Mini-Sevens Boys Football - Gowran

INTO Mini-Sevens Hurling - CastlecomerINTO Mini-Sevens Hurling - Castlecomer

INTO Mini-Sevens Hurling - MooncoinINTO Mini-Sevens Hurling - Mooncoin INTO Mini-Sevens Hurling - St Canice’sINTO Mini-Sevens Hurling - St Canice’s

INTO Mini-Sevens Boys Football - INTO Mini-Sevens Boys Football - 
CastlecomerCastlecomer

INTO Mini-Sevens Boys Football - St Canice’sINTO Mini-Sevens Boys Football - St Canice’s

Girls Football Champions DunnamagginGirls Football Champions Dunnamaggin

INTO Mini-Sevens Boys Football - MooncoinINTO Mini-Sevens Boys Football - Mooncoin

INTO Mini-Sevens HurlingINTO Mini-Sevens Hurling
 - Goresbridge-Paulstown - Goresbridge-Paulstown

INTOINTO

C na mB 2025.indd   6C na mB 2025.indd   6 28/09/2025   00:0028/09/2025   00:00



INTO Mini-Sevens Boys Football - INTO Mini-Sevens Boys Football - 
Tullogher-RosberconTullogher-Rosbercon

INTO Mini-Sevens Boys Football Champions INTO Mini-Sevens Boys Football Champions 
- Danesfort- Danesfort

INTO Mini-Sevens Camogie - ClaraINTO Mini-Sevens Camogie - ClaraINTO Mini-Sevens Camogie - CastlecomerINTO Mini-Sevens Camogie - Castlecomer

INTO Mini-Sevens Girls Football - ClaraINTO Mini-Sevens Girls Football - Clara

INTO Mini-Sevens Girls Football - ClaraINTO Mini-Sevens Girls Football - Clara

INTO Mini-Sevens Girls Football - MooncoinINTO Mini-Sevens Girls Football - Mooncoin

INTO Mini-Sevens Girls Football Champions - INTO Mini-Sevens Girls Football Champions - 
KilmanaghKilmanaghINTO Mini-Sevens Girls Football - St Canice’sINTO Mini-Sevens Girls Football - St Canice’s

INTO Mini-Sevens Camogie - CallanINTO Mini-Sevens Camogie - Callan

INTO Mini-Sevens Camogie - DunnamagginINTO Mini-Sevens Camogie - Dunnamaggin

INTO Mini-Sevens Girls Football - SlieverueINTO Mini-Sevens Girls Football - Slieverue

MINI SEVENSMINI SEVENS

INTO Mini-Sevens Girls Football Champions - KilmanaghINTO Mini-Sevens Girls Football Champions - Kilmanagh INTO Mini-Sevens Girls Football - St Canice’sINTO Mini-Sevens Girls Football - St Canice’s

C na mB 2025.indd   7C na mB 2025.indd   7 28/09/2025   00:0028/09/2025   00:00



Primary Game Carlow Lift and StrikePrimary Game Carlow Lift and Strike

Primary Game Kilkenny vs Dublin Nowlan Park Primary Game Kilkenny vs Dublin Nowlan Park 

Primary Game Kilkenny vs Galway Nowlan ParkPrimary Game Kilkenny vs Galway Nowlan Park

Primary Game Laois camogie Blitz Primary Game Laois camogie Blitz 
WinnersWinners

Primary Game Kilkenny vs Antrim Primary Game Kilkenny vs Antrim 
Corrigan ParkCorrigan Park

Clara NS Winners of the Cumann na Clara NS Winners of the Cumann na 
mBunscol County Sports QuizmBunscol County Sports Quiz

Colm Cleary Tesco and Philip Lonergan Chairperson Cumann na mBunscol Kilkenny with children from Colm Cleary Tesco and Philip Lonergan Chairperson Cumann na mBunscol Kilkenny with children from 
the schools teams of Kilkenny in their new Tesco sponsored jerseysthe schools teams of Kilkenny in their new Tesco sponsored jerseys

Primary Game Kilkenny vs Galway Croke ParkPrimary Game Kilkenny vs Galway Croke Park

Primary Game Kilkenny vs Offaly Primary Game Kilkenny vs Offaly 
Nowlan Park Nowlan Park 

St Canice’s NS and Mooncoin Schools with Kilkenny hurler TJ Reid St Canice’s NS and Mooncoin Schools with Kilkenny hurler TJ Reid 
following their half-time football game following their half-time football game 

at the Kilkenny-Galway NHL gameat the Kilkenny-Galway NHL game
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Main Street, Bennettsbridge
Co. Kilkenny

R95 R9T2  (056) 770 0574  

CROTTY’S PHARMACY 
Proud Supporters of Cumann na mBunscoileanna

Billy O’Keeffe, Carrigeen NS, Mooncoin	Billy O’Keeffe, Carrigeen NS, Mooncoin	
Donegal vs Meath, All-Ireland Semi-FinalDonegal vs Meath, All-Ireland Semi-Final

Páidí Tierney, Church Hill NS Danesfort  Páidí Tierney, Church Hill NS Danesfort  
Tipperary vs Cork, All-Ireland FinalTipperary vs Cork, All-Ireland Final Laura Fitzgerald, St Colman’s NS Clara	 Kilkenny Laura Fitzgerald, St Colman’s NS Clara	 Kilkenny 

vs Tipperary, All-Ireland Semi-Final vs Tipperary, All-Ireland Semi-Final 

Kate Neary, St Aidan’s NS, Kilmanagh Kate Neary, St Aidan’s NS, Kilmanagh 
Kilkenny vs Tipperary, All-Ireland Semi-Kilkenny vs Tipperary, All-Ireland Semi-

FinalFinal

 Edwin Tynan, Church Hill NS Danesfort   Edwin Tynan, Church Hill NS Danesfort  
Tyrone vs Kerry, All-Ireland Semi-FinalTyrone vs Kerry, All-Ireland Semi-Final

Emmy Millea, St Aidan’s NS, Kilmanagh	Emmy Millea, St Aidan’s NS, Kilmanagh	
Kerry vs Donegal, All-Ireland FinalKerry vs Donegal, All-Ireland Final

THEY PLAYED IN CROKER!THEY PLAYED IN CROKER!
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CÚL CAMPS 2025  - CLARACÚL CAMPS 2025  - CLARA
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CÚL CAMPS 2025  - DANESFORTCÚL CAMPS 2025  - DANESFORT
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CÚL CAMPS 2025 - FRESHFORDCÚL CAMPS 2025 - FRESHFORD
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CÚL CAMPS 2025  - GRAIGNAMANAGHCÚL CAMPS 2025  - GRAIGNAMANAGH
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CÚL CAMPS 2025 - JOHN LOCKESCÚL CAMPS 2025 - JOHN LOCKES
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CÚL CAMPS 2025  - MOONCOINCÚL CAMPS 2025  - MOONCOIN
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CÚL CAMPS 2025 -  ST KIERAN’SCÚL CAMPS 2025 -  ST KIERAN’S
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BLACKS & WHITESBLACKS & WHITES

Barrow Rangers Pitch Development 
Update 2025

2025 was another successful year for 

2025 will forever stand out as a landmark year in the proud history of Blacks and Whites GAA 
Club, as we celebrated our centenary year — one hundred years of football, hurling, camogie, and 

community spirit in the heart of Skeoughvosteen. From our founding in 1925 to today, the club has 
been the beating heart of the parish, a place where generations have come together to share a love 

of Gaelic games and local pride.
Throughout this memorable year, we have honoured the people and moments that shaped the 

history of our club. Our centenary concert in May and Traditional Field Day in August brought past 
and present members together in a spirit of reflection and celebration — remembering those who 

wore the black and white jersey with distinction, those who worked tirelessly behind the scenes, and 
those who passed on their passion for the club to the next generation. 

While much of the year was dedicated to honouring our heritage, 2025 also brought exciting new 
achievements and developments that look firmly to the future. The standout sporting highlight 
came from our Under-15 camogie team, who captured the National Féile title in County Wexford 

after a series of outstanding performances. Their victory was a symbol of the growth and strength of 
camogie within the club at all age groups.

Another major milestone of our centenary year was the beginning of our building works at Tom 
Walsh Park, where construction has commenced on the long-planned extension of our dressing 

rooms and facilities. This development marks a new chapter for the club, ensuring that our grounds 
continue to serve the needs of our players and community for decades to come. 

Equally significant will be the publication of the forthcoming Blacks and Whites Club History, 
compiled by Ned Moran. This comprehensive history, to be published before the end of the year, 

will tell the full story of the club’s journey from 1925 to 2025 — a story of dedication, resilience, and 
community spirit. It will serve as both a record of achievement and a tribute to all those who have 

kept the club alive through good times and challenging ones alike.
Across all grades, from underage to adult level, participation and enthusiasm remained strong 

throughout the year. Our coaches and mentors continued to nurture young talent and Tom Walsh 
Park was filled with activity each evening of what has been a fantastic and memorable year.

Barrow Rangers Pitch Development Update 2025

2025 was another successful year for Barrow Rangers GAA and Camogie Clubs in 
their ongoing development of their new pitches and associated works. 
In June the official openings of the clubs 145m x 90 m new pitch and 90 m x 45 
m training pitch was performed by Brian Coady and a number of County Board 
delegates and TD’s.  Both pitches are a wonderful success and are popular across the 
entire county. 
New Nets, stop nets and goals and fencing were also upgraded during the year along 
with further parking bays and viewing platforms adjacent to the full size pitch. 
2026 will see the commencement of a new all-weather pitch and ball wall following 
the successful award of €146,000 from the Sports Capital Body. The existing carpark 
will also be increased next year by the procurement of additional lands adjacent to 
both pitches which will allow further parking and the site for the new Sports Complex 
scheduled to commence in 2029.  

While our Underage teams lacked success this season we did have plenty  of representation on Kilkenny Under 
age teams. Sam Walsh U14 Emerging Talent Squad. Killian Sweeney U14 Academy Squad. Gary McHugh 
and Cillian Culleton U15 Academy Squad. Daniel Lawler, Jake Barcoe and Jack Bolger U16 Academy Squad. 
Jack Bolger Kilkenny Minor Hurling Panel. Cian O’ Reilly, Jack Keating, Paraic Hanlon, Daire O’ Neill and An

Away from the playing field Jack McShane continues to excel at Pitch and Putt. This year he won the Leinster 
U16 Strokeplay Championship and the All Ireland U16 Matchplay Championship.drew Donohoe Kilkenny 
Minor Football Panel. 

BARROW RANGERSBARROW RANGERS

Brian Cody turns the SodBrian Cody turns the Sod

2025 brought a mixture of triumph and challenge for Bennettsbridge GAA, highlighted by strong performances at all levels and continued community support.
Adult Teams
We began the year competing in Junior Football, where we won the League by defeating Tullaroan before falling to them in a dramatic extra-time Championship 

Final. In Senior Hurling, we recorded wins over Lisdowney and O’Loughlin’s, drew with Dicksboro, and lost narrowly to Shamrocks and Glenmore. A strong display against Tullaroan 
earned us a Quarter-Final spot, but we fell short against Mullinavat by three points.
Our Junior B team, hit by injuries and emigration, retained their divisional status—an important achievement for the year. The Junior E team gave valuable game time to both young 
and experienced players.
Juvenile Success
Our Minor team enjoyed a superb year, capturing the Minor C Football Championship and narrowly missing the double after a one-point defeat to Kilmacow in the hurling final. 
The U16s (Roinn B) impressed with brave performances despite their youth, while the U14s (Roinn A) competed strongly, losing a playoff to James Stephens and a one-point 

BENNETTSBRIDGEBENNETTSBRIDGE

Around the Hurling Clubs

Liam Healy,  James Hogan and Liam Healy,  James Hogan and 
Paul Delaney celebrate aftern the Paul Delaney celebrate aftern the 

Junior Hurling County FinalJunior Hurling County Final
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Bennettsbridge U10’sBennettsbridge U10’s Bennettsbridge U8’sBennettsbridge U8’s

CARRIGEENCARRIGEEN
2025 seen a slight improvement on the field of play as the team produced 
an opening day away draw to kilmacow & a hard fought win over The 
Rower Inistioge, Championship saw two defeats despite a big effort 
especially at home to Threecastles, we let a half time lead slip & with 
another hard year of injuries our small panel were tested to the limits 

but showed immense heart & spirit which epitomises this great club. Small in stature 
but an unbreakable spirit, off the field the club continues to grow and this year a 
huge effort to reseed Asper Park was undertaken and led in no small way by our own 
club stalwart Nicky Dunphy who researched and contacted the best people to have 
the playing surface restored to its former glory. Huge thanks to Nicky and all who 
assisted. We extend our thanks to all our sponsors who advertise at our ground and 
to the national Lotto for their generous sports grant which will see the resurfacing 
of our Astro Turf pitch, which is the biggest in Kilkenny GAA to date,, We will install 
new lights too, our new state of the art digital scoreboard is now operational, thanks 
to our members giving up their entire Saturday to get it done. The club has a couple 
more ground improvements planned over the next two years to enhance our facilities 
at Asper Park and finally a special thanks to Kevin Law & Gary Murphy for organising 
a successful quiz night in order to raise funds for our new defibillator in the club 
ground, well organised & fun had by all, Our condolences go out to the families of 
Michael Walsh & Jim Delahunty who hurled for Carrigeen for a number of years & to 
Peader Walsh family, another 
prominent clubman & finally 
Jimmy Quinn, brother of both 
Rex & John. Thank You for your 
service to Carrigeen men, rest 
in peace 
The Scoreboard picture sees 
Peter Dunlea Frank & Kevin 
Law & Danny Davis, Carrigeen 
GAA complex in all its glory 
also pictured.

Carrigeen Team 2025Carrigeen Team 2025

Our Intermediate Hurlers produced some standout performances throughout the 2025 
season but ultimately their season ended with a Championship 1st  Round exit. Manager 
Shane Lanigan, with coach Alan Roche, had his backroom team bolstered by the addition of 
coach Denis Crawford, selectors Pat Fennelly, Paul Aylward and S&C coach Bill Cody. In the 

early season Sen/Int League (Byrne Cup), running from mid April to mid June, the boys won 4 of their 7 games 
and narrowly missed out on promotion to Division 2. A pity, as this would have seen us pitted against senior 
teams in next year’s campaign. The Intermediate League/Championship campaign began on August 2nd with 
an important win over Fenians. We had a further win over St. Lachtains, a dramatic draw with county finalists 
(as we write) Danesfort and defeats to Rower Inistioge and Young Irelands. This run of results took away the 
threat of relegation but sadly we came up short against Tullogher Rosbercon in the Championship 1st Round on 
September 14th. It was especially disappointing after leading for a good portion of the game, and a point ahead 
with just over 10 minutes remaining, to lose out by 2-21 to 2-14. But all in all, with the introduction of many 
fresh young faces to the panel this year, and with so little between most of the Intermediate teams, we can take away many positives for the 2026 campaign.
Our Junior A team were cruelly robbed of a place in the Championship Final after a replay against Threecastles. The lads deserved a crack at Tullaroan in the final. Our up and down 
league form was quickly forgotten after very impressive Championship wins over Mullinavat and Dunnamaggin, but we just missed out on a crack at the big prize.
Bord Na Óg – We have had another extremely successful year underage. Building on last year’s success our minors became Roinn B champions, beating Rower Inistioge after extra 
time 2-23 to 3-14. Our U16s also reached the Roinn B final and faced off against Mooncoin in the decider. This was thanks to the dedication and coaching from David Franks & Paddy 
Farrell (Minor managers) and Shane Power (U16 manager). They were assisted by coaches Padraig Rohan, John Tennyson, Michael Rohan, Neil Conway, John Murphy and club physio 
Mandy Ireland. The club had a record 10 players involved in the county academies and squads from U14 to U20. This work was replicated by all of our underage players and mentors. 
The Go Games continued with some excellent hurling skills on display. Thanks to all our mentors, volunteers, parents and supporters.
Off the field our development continued. Our new Astro, walking track, ball wall and associated works were used greatly by all.
The club extends condolences to all associated with the club who suffered bereavements in the past year. We think especially of Eanna and Jackie Martin on the loss of their baby Sadie, 
and the families of Ned Brennan, Jim Dalton, Anna Dunphy, Peggie Dwyer, Pam Kelly, Agnes Keoghan (Tullaroan), Paschal Long, Jackie McMullin (Donegal), Tom McGrath (Ballingarry), 
John Poole, Paddy Raggett, Walter Broaderick and Nellie Walsh.

CARRICKSHOCKCARRICKSHOCK

Carrickshock U16 Co Finalists 2025Carrickshock U16 Co Finalists 2025

championship clash to The Rower. Our U15 footballers won 
the Kilkenny Division 1 title and proudly represented Kilkenny at 
the National Féile in Derry.
From U6 to U12, participation and skill development remained 
strong. Thanks to all mentors and parents for their commitment 
throughout the season.
County Representation
We were well represented at county level: David Blanchfield on 
the Kilkenny Seniors, Timmy Kelly and James Hughes with 
U20s, Jamie Walsh on the Minor panel, and Eoin Walpole in 
the Celtic Challenge. Younger members—Evan O’Dwyer, Reuben 
Morrissey, Michael Ryan, and Ollie Kelly Doyle—made the U14 
Development Squads. In football, James Carroll and Jamie 
Harkin represented Kilkenny Juniors, while Liam Keogh and Eoin Walpole lined out for the Minors. Special mention to Christy Walsh, manager of the Kilkenny Junior Football 
team, and Brian Lannon, part of the U20 management.
Club Development
Our major fundraiser, the Pitch Signage Campaign, was a great success thanks to Alan Morrissey and his team. Other popular events included the Tractor Run, Field Day, Split the 
Pot, and Grand National Draw. We hope to clear our clubhouse debt this year and look ahead to further development.
We extend heartfelt thanks to our main sponsor Bennettsbridge Limestone, and to all who support and sustain our club.
We remember fondly members and supporters who passed in 2025, including Billy Dobbyn, Seamus McGarry, Michael and PJ Ryan, Tom McGrath, Thomas Lennon, and Bridget 
Hughes. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamacha.
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The club welcomed Kevin McGrath our new PO who is working in both National Schools in the Parish and with the Juveniles at training.
Our Juveniles U6 to U12 played in Go Games, Blitz’s and were treated to an evening In UPMC Nowlan Park where they got a tour of the dressing 
rooms and got to run out onto Nowlan Park, play a game and were presented with medals afterwards by our PO Kevin MCGrath.
The club held a one day Camp for our Juveniles which turned out to be a great day with a surprise visit from Kilkenny Hurler Mikey Carey and 
the Bob O Keeffe Cup.

To finish the year the club held a Fun Day where they played for the Larry Rush tournament and the U6 & U8 played 
exhibition games and they had a visit from the local Fire Service on the day.
The U14 & U16’s gave a great account of themselves during the year with the U14’s & U16’s loosing out to Blacks & 
Whites in championship.
This year we have entered an U21 team and games haven’t been played yet while going to press.
The Junior C and Junior teams competed in both league and championship. Our Juniors took part in the Leinster 
league and reached the Final where they defeated St Patrick’s Wicklow and the high light of this was playing the 
final in UPMC Nowlan Park.
The club wish to thank the committee, lotto ticket sellers and all the mentors who helped out with our teams during 
the year

CLONEENCLONEEN

CLARACLARA

Cloneen Leinster League Winners Team 2025Cloneen Leinster League Winners Team 2025

James Nolan Memorial MatchJames Nolan Memorial Match
Saturday 02th November Saturday 02th November 

20242024
Location: Clara GAA and Location: Clara GAA and 

Camogie Club, Camogie Club, 

DICKSBORODICKSBORO
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DUNNAMAGGINDUNNAMAGGIN

New Ball Wall and Astroturf Area New Ball Wall and Astroturf Area New Jersey SponsorshipNew Jersey Sponsorship

Dunnamaggin GAA has seen more great changes and improvements this year within the club grounds. 
In January of this year the club kicked off their GAA Healthy Club Campaign with the annual steps challenge. It is wonderful to see the walking tracks in 
both Kilmoganny and Dunnamaggin being used by the community, especially in the winter evenings. The walking tracks provide a safe place to walk for 
all members of the community. 
A popular addition to the club this year has been the ball wall and astro area. The new astro is fenced in and provides a safe environment for all to puck 
and play. This year the club upgraded the netting behind both goals on the main pitch and made improvements to fencing in Dunnamaggin. This is all 
thanks to the Sports Capital Grant.
Dunnamaggin GAA has been accepted into the GAA Green Club Program. The club aims to take action to be more environmentally sustainable. This will 
be structured around the themes of energy, water, waste, biodiversity and travel/transport. 
The Intermediates had some highly competitive matches this year, faltering unfortunately at semifinal stage in the Championship in late September, 
having won the League Sheild Final earlier in the year. Both our Junior A and Junior E teams won their respective League Finals this year. Our U14, U16 
and Minor’s, whilst having some great games this year, did not advance in their respective Championship’s. Our younger juvenile age groups had a busy 
year with Go-Games and tournaments both in hurling and gaelic football. The National School team did great in getting to the Cumann na Mbunscoil 
Gaelic Final and the hurling team winning the Roinn D Cumann na mBunscoil final. Seven boys from Dunnamaggin joined forces with Carrickshock GAA 
and Ballyhale GAA to form a Community Games team this year playing under ‘Agherviller’. They won the All-Ireland U10 final in August in SETU Carlow, a 
great feat for all. 
The club engaged in many fundraising efforts across the year. One most notable, for the second year in a row, was the dog race night at Kilkenny 
Greyhound Track.  This is an enjoyable family event which was co-hosted by Dunnamaggin Hurling Club, Ladies Gaelic Football Club, Camogie Club and 
Kilmoganny Gaelic Football Club. The Lotto Syndicate group continues to be great fundraiser for the club. 
Dunnamaggin GAA mourned the loss of great supporters and members this year - Pat Fitzpatrick, Mick Connery, Ned Kirwan, Liam O’Connor, Michael 
Wilkins, Peggie O’Dwyer, Paddy Prendergast, Margaret Drennan and Joan Geraghty.
Dunnamaggin GAA would like to thank Joe Sheridan (Shirley’s Pub) and Colin Barry for their sponsorship of new jerseys for our Intermediate and Minor 
teams.
Dunnamaggin GAA want to express their continued gratitude to everyone who has contributed to the upkeep and development of the pitches, grounds 
and club houses in Kilmoganny and Dunnamaggin in the past year. A special thanks to the coaches and a word of thank you to all who contribute to the 
club fundraising and sponsorship.

The Two Johns and Rackard 2025The Two Johns and Rackard 2025

Danesfort JuvenilesDanesfort Juveniles

DANESFORTDANESFORT
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If 2024 planted the seeds, 2025 was the year they truly took root for 
Emeralds GAA. From major infrastructure projects to new inclusive 
programmes, it has been a year defined by progress, unity, and pride.

The year began with the incredible news of a €198,000 Sports Capital Grant, 
sparking a wave of improvements across our grounds. Our main pitch now features 
two new dugouts, 46 new floodlights, and full security fencing—transforming safety 
and accessibility for players and supporters alike.
Just across the road, our juvenile pitch nears completion and is set to open in the 
new year, providing a dedicated space for our youngest players to develop their 
skills and friendships. Paul Murphy’s work on new crests, a lit astro wall-ball area, 
and other finishing touches reflects the passion that keeps Emeralds moving 
forward.
A true highlight this year was the launch of the Emerald Stars Inclusion Team. 
If 2024 planted the seeds, 2025 was the year they truly took root for Emeralds GAA. 
From major infrastructure projects to new inclusive programmes, it has been a year defined by progress, unity, and pride.
The year began with the incredible news of a €198,000 Sports Capital Grant, sparking a wave of improvements across our grounds. Our main pitch now features 
two new dugouts, 46 new floodlights, and full security fencing—transforming safety and accessibility for players and supporters alike.
Just across the road, our juvenile pitch nears completion and is set to open in the new year, providing a dedicated space for our youngest players to develop 
their skills and friendships. Paul Murphy’s work on new crests, a lit astro wall-ball area, and other finishing touches reflects the passion that keeps Emeralds 
moving forward.
A true highlight this year was the launch of the Emerald Stars Inclusion Team. Eighteen children with additional needs joined the club in its first season, 
creating a joyful, supportive environment where everyone belongs. Their summer trip to Croke Park was an unforgettable milestone—proof that sport can unite, 
empower, and include.
On the field, our junior hurlers made the club proud by winning the Division 4 Intermediate League Final, fielding 38 committed players throughout the year. 
The hunger and camaraderie in this group promise even greater things next season.
Our club now boasts over 265 members and 65 adult volunteers, whose combined efforts fuel every success—from team management to fundraising. The Race 
Night at the Greyhound Track was a fundraising highlight, alongside our weekly Drive-In Bingo, which remains a cornerstone of club sustainability.
Emeralds continues to nurture talent across all levels, with teams from U6 to U21 showing passion, progress, and pride in the green jersey. Coaches, mentors, 
and parents alike deserve enormous thanks for their dedication to developing young players.
Looking to the future, 2026 will mark a historic milestone as Emeralds GAA and the Camogie Club come together as one united organisation. This merger will 
strengthen our structures, create shared pathways, and represent the best of community collaboration.
As we reflect on 2025—a year illuminated by new floodlights, inclusion, and teamwork—we recognise that none of it happens without the people who give their 
time and heart to the club. To all members, volunteers, sponsors, and supporters: thank you. Together, we continue to build something lasting.
Up the Emeralds!

EMERALDSEMERALDS

Emeralds Junior Hurling Team 2025Emeralds Junior Hurling Team 2025

ERIN’S OWNERIN’S OWN

Leinster Minor Medal Leinster Minor Medal 
WinnersWinners

Minor Team 2025Minor Team 2025

School Team 2025School Team 2025 U8 Team 2025U8 Team 2025

U14 Football TeamU14 Football Team
U12 Team, Tullaroan U12 Team, Tullaroan 

Tournament 2025Tournament 2025

U10 Team 2025U10 Team 2025

U16 Team 2025U16 Team 2025

U14  Hurling Team 2025U14  Hurling Team 2025

U9 Callan Tournament Winners 2025U9 Callan Tournament Winners 2025

U16 Medal Presentation with Mick Brennan and U16 Medal Presentation with Mick Brennan and 
Martin BrennanMartin Brennan
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D Fogarty & CompanyD Fogarty & Company

FENIANSFENIANS

Fenians Last game of St. Kieran’s CollegeFenians Last game of St. Kieran’s College

U10 Gaelic FootballersU10 Gaelic Footballers

Fenians U8’SFenians U8’S

Jerry Henderson Jerry Henderson 
and Rory Garret and Rory Garret 

Fenian members of Fenian members of 
Kilkenny U20 Leinster Kilkenny U20 Leinster 

Champions 2025.Champions 2025.

GALMOYGALMOY

The Galmoy Junior Team 2025 which reached the The Galmoy Junior Team 2025 which reached the 
Junior Championship Semi Final.Junior Championship Semi Final.

The Galmoy U-11 Team which played Clonaslee/St Manmans in Croke Park on The Galmoy U-11 Team which played Clonaslee/St Manmans in Croke Park on 
June 30th 2025 with trainers Jerry Drennan & Eddie KellyJune 30th 2025 with trainers Jerry Drennan & Eddie Kelly

The Galmoy Senior Hurling Team The Galmoy Senior Hurling Team 
1975 at a Dinner Dance to honour 1975 at a Dinner Dance to honour 

them with special Guest, Brian them with special Guest, Brian 
Cody who was a member of the Cody who was a member of the 

James Stephens team which James Stephens team which 
overcame Galmoy in the 1975 overcame Galmoy in the 1975 

Senior County Final.Senior County Final.

The Galmoy U-7 and U-6 Hurlers 2025The Galmoy U-7 and U-6 Hurlers 2025

 

2024 finished with the u16C football championship.  We lost to Conahy in the first round & entered the Shield.  We beat Blacks & Whites in the Semi Final & defeated 
Slieverue on home soil in a great final. 
Our u6, U8, U10 & u12 teams were very competitive all year & took part in various blitzes & go games. The u10s led the senior hurlers onto Nowlan Park for the 
quarter final & played at half time. 

The u14 footballers won 2 & drew 2 league matches.  In the championship, after defeating Muckalee B & Slieverue we bowed out to Black & Whites in the semi final
The u14 hurlers won 3, lost 3 & drew 1 match in the league.  In the C Championship we beat Erins Own, Slieverue & Mullinavat.  We lost to eventual Champions Tullogher in the Semi 
Final.   
The u16 hurlers won 6, lost 2 & drew 1 game in the league.  In the C Championship we lost to Galmoy/Windgap. 
The minor footballers lost to the Rower in the B championship but conquered Tulogher to win the shield final on away soil. 
The minor hurlers lost 3, won 2 & drew 1 game in the league.  In the B championship we beat Emeralds & Lisdowney before bowing out to the Rower in the Semi final. 
Our Junior E team won 1 game & lost 3 in the league.  In the championship we had a good run beating Danesfort & Bennetsbridge before losing to Gowran in the semi final after 
extra time.
Our Junior B team won 3 & lost 1 match in the League.  After previous close shaves in the championship we reached the holy grail in 2025, beating St Martins, Dicksboro, James 
Stephens and our Neighbours Tullogher in a tinanic final after extra time. 
The intermediate footballers, also after several years of heartbreaking defeats, won the Championship & regained Senior status , beating Piltown, Muckalee & Graiguenamagh in the 

GLENMOREGLENMORE
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County final.  To top off a great year we beat The Rower in the League final, completing the 
double. In the AIB club Championship we travelled to Navan to take on Clann nan Geal the 
Meath Champions but their football expertise won out after a brave battle. 
The Senior Hurlers had a strong league winning 4 out of 5 games against the Shamrocks, 
Bennetsbridge, Dicksboro & Lisdowney, & qualified for a Shield final which we lost on 
penalties to Mullinavat.  We bowed out to Dicksboro in the Championship quarter final. 

Thanks to all Players, Mentors and supporters for the past year & well done to all who 
represented Kilkenny during the season. 

Gmore U10Gmore U10

Minor B shield football winners 2025Minor B shield football winners 2025U16 C shield football winners 2024U16 C shield football winners 2024

2025 brought a mixture of triumph and challenge for Bennettsbridge GAA, highlighted by strong performances at all levels and continued community support.
Adult Teams
We began the year competing in Junior Football, where we won the League by defeating 
Tullaroan before falling to them in a dramatic extra-time Championship Final. In Senior 

Hurling, we recorded wins over Lisdowney and O’Loughlin’s, drew with Dicksboro, and lost narrowly to 
Shamrocks and Glenmore. A strong display against Tullaroan earned us a Quarter-Final spot, but we fell 
short against Mullinavat by three points.
Our Junior B team, hit by injuries and emigration, retained their divisional status—an important 
achievement for the year. The Junior E team gave valuable game time to both young and experienced 
players.
Juvenile Success
Our Minor team enjoyed a superb year, capturing the Minor C Football Championship and narrowly 
missing the double after a one-point defeat to Kilmacow in the hurling final. The U16s (Roinn B) impressed 
with brave performances despite their youth, while the U14s (Roinn A) competed strongly, losing a playoff to James 
Stephens and a one-point championship clash to The Rower. Our U15 footballers won the Kilkenny Division 1 title and 
proudly represented Kilkenny at the National Féile in Derry.
From U6 to U12, participation and skill development remained strong. Thanks to all mentors and parents for their 
commitment throughout the season.
County Representation
We were well represented at county level: David Blanchfield on the Kilkenny Seniors, Timmy Kelly and James 
Hughes with U20s, Jamie Walsh on the Minor panel, and Eoin Walpole in the Celtic Challenge. Younger members—Evan 
O’Dwyer, Reuben Morrissey, Michael Ryan, and Ollie Kelly Doyle—made the U14 Development Squads. In football, James 
Carroll and Jamie Harkin represented Kilkenny Juniors, while Liam Keogh and Eoin Walpole lined out for the Minors. Special mention to Christy Walsh, manager of the Kilkenny 
Junior Football team, and Brian Lannon, part of the U20 management.
Club Development
Our major fundraiser, the Pitch Signage Campaign, was a great success thanks to Alan Morrissey and his team. Other popular events included the Tractor Run, Field Day, Split the Pot, 
and Grand National Draw. We hope to clear our clubhouse debt this year and look ahead to further development.
We extend heartfelt thanks to our main sponsor Bennettsbridge Limestone, and to all who support and sustain our club.
We remember fondly members and supporters who passed in 2025, including Billy Dobbyn, Seamus McGarry, Michael and PJ Ryan, Tom McGrath, Thomas Lennon, and Bridget 
Hughes. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamacha.

GRAIGUE BALLYCALLANGRAIGUE BALLYCALLAN

St Canice’s Credit Union Senior/Intermediate Div 2 League St Canice’s Credit Union Senior/Intermediate Div 2 League 
Final Winners 2025Final Winners 2025

 Kilkenny U20 Leinster Final Winners 2025 - Ryan  Kilkenny U20 Leinster Final Winners 2025 - Ryan 
Corcoran, Jeff Neary, Aaron McEvoy & Billy O’Neill.Corcoran, Jeff Neary, Aaron McEvoy & Billy O’Neill.

GRAIGNAMANAGHGRAIGNAMANAGH

Graignamanagh  U10’s 2024 tournamentGraignamanagh  U10’s 2024 tournament
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The 2025 season was 
another hugely positive 
and enjoyable year for the 
youngest members of the 

John Lockes GAA Club. From our Under 6s 
making their very first introductions to the 
game, right up to our Under 12s preparing 
for the step into competitive action, great progress was made both on and off the field.
Our programme for the U6 group continued to provide a fun environment where children were encouraged to develop their fundamental skills, make friends, and most importantly 
enjoy their first experience of hurling and football. Numbers remained strong throughout the year, and it was heartening to see their confidence grow in every session.
At Under 8 and Under 10 level, weekly coaching sessions placed a strong emphasis on skill development & teamwork. Coaches delivered a mixture of drills, fun games, and small-
sided matches, which helped the players put their skills into practice. The boys took part in several Go Games blitzes across the county, giving them a chance to test themselves 
against their peers in a non-competitive setting. 
Our Under 12 group made great strides this year as they prepared for the transition to competitive games. Training focused on improving striking, tackling, teamwork, and 
positional awareness, while also maintaining the fun and enjoyment that is at the core of underage sport.
At competitive level, it was particularly encouraging to see our U14s,16s and minor teams all competing strongly at Roinn A, a reflection of the hard work being done at non-
competitive age grades.
 A highlight of the year came from our U16s, who were crowned Roinn A League champions, a fantastic achievement that brought great pride to the club and showed what can be 
achieved through dedication and teamwork.
None of this would be possible without the commitment of our volunteer coaches, mentors, and parents. Their time and dedication ensured that every child received 
encouragement, guidance, and the chance to participate fully.
At adult level we had two teams participating one in Junior and the other in Junior C. Two young teams who worked hard all year and showed great spirit and pride in the John 
Lockes jersey.
Off the field in John Locke Park great progress has been made with the walking track which surrounds our inside field and our outside field. The walkway is providing a safe amenity 
for people of Callan to exercise as it is fully lit and has a smooth tarmac finish. Benches have also been put in around the track this year. Our gym is currently being renovated to 
extend the facilities for all who use it. New netting has been erected behind the goals to provide a safer environment for all who use our facilities and the surrounding areas.
Overall, 2025 was a year of steady growth and enjoyment for our players. We look forward with excitement to watching our hurlers continue their development and to seeing them 
represent John Lockes with pride in the years ahead.

JOHN LOCKESJOHN LOCKES

Sunset over John LockesSunset over John Lockes
John Lockes seating areaJohn Lockes seating area

The year saw great activity and games across the club in 2025. The club launched an open night for all perspective U6 players for hurling and camogie in Larchfield in March. The U6 
hurlers trained across the year with matches against local clubs being the highlights of the year. The U7 and U8 groups highlights consisted of Go-Games as well as locally arranged 
matches with neighbouring clubs. The U9 and U10 group highlights were participation in the Clarinbridge Blitz in Galway as well as the Glen Rovers, Mount Sion and De La Salle 
tournaments along with locally arranged blitzes. The U11 and U12 groups days out in the Kilmacud Tournament, Ballyboden and Sarsfields, along with hosting many teams from 
across the South East and beyond were highlights for these young players. The club hosted the annual Seamus Fry tournament at u12 age which was a great success. Our U14 team 
was the highlight winning the U14 A League and Championship and U14 D league while our U16 and Minors were unlucky to lose their respective A county finals. The Minors won 
both Roinn A and C league finals.

JAMES STEPHENSJAMES STEPHENS

U8 at Conahy Shamrocks BlitzU8 at Conahy Shamrocks Blitz

U12 at Buffers Alley TournamentU12 at Buffers Alley Tournament

U10 at Glen Rovers TournamentU10 at Glen Rovers Tournament

U6 in Nowlan Park TrainingU6 in Nowlan Park Training

With new manager Jarlath Bolger in charge, the Juniors commenced training early in 2025 and had a good league campaign with four wins and finished in second place. However 
the Championship effort fell at the first fence to Galmoy who, along with St Patricks and Barrow Rangers, made Junior Semi Finals having all lost to Graig in the league. The Junior 
C’s consolidated their promotion from Junior D in ’24.
Our Footballers had an excellent campaign and lost out to Glenmore in the Intermediate County Final in a blustery Thomastown.
Away from playing action work continued on the Clubhouse extension which was completed in August on spec & on budget which incorporates a magnificent gym and two spacious 
dressing rooms. An opening is planned near the year-end alongside an event to commemorate the birth centenary of Graignamangh native Nick O’Donnell universally hailed as 
one of the all-time hurling greats.
Throughout 2025 the club hosted the annual Cul Camps and numerous school, college and county board regulated matches and provided support to matches and official events in 
Nowlan Park.
Club fundraising continued led by a highly effective Lotto team and the club continued to provide support in the community for various private and public events including the 
Graigue-Fest musical event in August.
Juvenile club activities commenced in late January for u14 & U18 Football teams. This portion of the season culminated in the minors contesting the Roinn B Final.
In hurling our U14s, U16s & U18s were all competitive in their respective hurling leagues. In the Championship, the highlight for the club this year was the participation of our u14 
team in the Roinn B championship Final where this promising group of hurlers narrowly lost out to St. Martins in a thrilling contest.
Our younger age groups were busy right through the summers with GoGames, Challenge Matches and Blitzs
Player numbers continue to be strong across the age grades from the Nursery to Minor level which is a testament to the hard WORKput in by all the club coaches.
The Clubs had good representation on both Hurling & Football County Development Squads from u13 to Minor.
In 2025 the Club signed up to the GPO program which ensures that GAA is being promoted in the Schools & provides professional coaching support to our Club teams.
Of the pitch the Club was fortunate to take part in a cardiac screening program of our players supported by the Dillon Quirke Foundation hosted by Graignamangh Camoige Club 
which itself shares overall club facilities.
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All ages from u6 up have shown great improvement 
throughout the year. The work being carried out in our schools 
by our GDO Paudie Bradley & club coaches David, Ray and our TY 
students has helped in a big way.
Off-field we are currently in the process of upgrading our 
hurling wall, with new surrounding walls up and Astro turf to 
be laid in the not too distant future. The club are adding to the 
fantastic facilities we already have in the Complex and this will 
further help with strides being made in the pitch. We have been 
on the receiving end of some fantastic support from people in the community to carry out this development and to them 
a massive thank you.
We would also like to thank all our club & event sponsors this year, your support is greatly appreciated and is key to running the club. Our unique joint club fundraiser with 
Camogie club ‘The Big Breakfast’ has become a huge community gathering and this year’s did not disappoint.
Lastly in what has been a very tough few months for the club we would like to extend heartfelt thanks to the county board & all clubs in Kilkenny and further afield for the 
support shown to the club. Go raibh mile maith agaibh.

Lisdowney have the distinction of fielding four adult teams in the various grades and it is a great achievement for a country club to be able to cater for such a 
large number of players to take part in the different grades of games. The club began 2025 back in senior grade and after a difficult league section the team 
lost out in the relegation final to Graigue/Ballycallan.
Best of luck to them in the intermediate grade next year. The Junior C team were narrowly 
beaten by Piltown in the league final.
Underage:
All underage teams gave their best in all their games and the club want to thank all the 

coaches for the time and effort given to all these young players. Both the Under 14 and minor teams gave great 
performances all year resulting on both teams winning their league finals, unfortunately bowing out in the closing 
stages of the championship. The Under 15 team were proud winners of the Paddy Grace division 3 Feile.
Sevens:
Lisdowney hosted the 43” year of the Sevens competition, sponsored by BMC, where O Loughlin Gaels were the 
winners of the cup final and Rower Inistioge ran out Shield winners.
Walkway:
The walkway around the grounds is a great addition to the club grounds. The village is lit up every night with a steady flow of walkers young and 
old enjoying the facility.
Appreciation:
Thanks to all the officers of the club and coaches of all teams for their work and dedication throughout the year. Also a big thank you to our 
various sponsors who gave generously to the club throughout the year.
Bereavements:
The club would like to extend sympathy to all club members who suffered bereavements during the year.

LISDOWNEY     LISDOWNEY     

Lisdowney U14 Football TeamLisdowney U14 Football Team

Dylan Thornton, Féile CaptainDylan Thornton, Féile Captain

2025 was another eventful year for the club. In January, a novel fundraising initiative saw 
the collection of used Christmas trees, which raised money for local schools. ‘Be Active Be 
Alive’ returned to make the winter seem shorter, with our runners and walkers meeting 
every week from January to March. Special thanks to John, Mai and Collette. 

A storm at the end of January caused damage to our facilities. What might have been a bad news story was 
turned into a positive, as community spirit came to the fore, with many locals turning out to help with the 
clean-up. Our gym facilities were also revamped at the beginning of the year. A sincere thanks to all who 
helped. 

On 22nd March 2025, an amazing night was held in the Complex to present medals to the array of 
Mooncoin teams that won titles in 2024. This included the U12, U13, Minor and Intermediate Camogie 
teams. In addition, the U14, U16, Junior C and E hurling teams. Congrats to one and all.

Several of our juvenile members made an impact on the county stage. Bláthnaid Keane, Stephanie Phelan 
and Faye Sutton were all members of the U16 Kilkenny camogie teams. The Minor B Kilkenny camogie team was captained by local girl, Ava Sutton. Niamh Crowley was flying 
the flag with the Kilkenny seniors too. Robbie Doherty contributed greatly to the Kilkenny U19’s season. Muireann Gannon was part of the Kilkenny U23 team. Liam Hogan was a 
member of the Kilkenny U20 team who won the Leinster championship and went all the way to the All-Ireland final. Congrats too to Jake O’Doherty who performed brilliantly in 
goal once again for the Kilkenny minors. He won a second Leinster medal in-a-row.

The Mooncoin Senior Gaelic football team had an incredible year in 2025, the new rules helping to highlight their skills. Captain, Cormac Kinsella, led the team to Senior Football 
League victory in March. The great form continued into the championship, with a dramatic semi-final victory against Dicksboro, played in Mooncoin. An Adam Croke penalty in “extra 

MOONCOINMOONCOIN

Our physio, Ralph Ponce de Leon final session with IntermediatesOur physio, Ralph Ponce de Leon final session with Intermediates

In what was a very difficult year off the field for the club, 2025 also gave us some of our brightest days as there were some very encouraging signs on the field. 
Féile, Minor & Junior C success being the highlight, there was also league finals at u16, Minor and Junior league finals contested. The club hope the shoots of 
success will be something to build on and give encouragement to the younger players in the club for the years to come.
The underage teams created great memories all year. From blitzes, playing in Nowlan Park, trips to Kilkenny games, team day outs and great strides made on the 

training pitch. All ages from u6 up have shown great improvement throughout the year. The work being carried out in our schools by our GDO Paudie Bradley & club coaches David, 
Ray and our TY students has helped in a big way. IN what was a very difficult year off the field for the club, 2025 also gave us some of our brightest days as there were some very 
encouraging signs on the field. Féile, Minor & Junior C success being the highlight, there was also league finals at u16, Minor and Junior league finals contested. The club hope the 
shoots of success will be something to build on and give encouragement to the younger players in the club for the years to come. The underage teams created great memories all 
year. From blitzes, playing in Nowlan Park, trips to Kilkenny games, team day outs and great strides made on the training pitch.

KILMACOW	KILMACOW	
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It was another busy year for O’Loughlin Gaels, both on and off the 
field, with the senior and junior hurling teams both winning league 
titles and contesting their respective county finals.   The club had 

seven representatives on the county senior panel Huw Lawlor, Mikey Butler, Paddy 
Deegan, Jordan Molloy, Luke Hogan, Fionán Mackessy and Owen Wall while at minor 
level Niall Bergin was Manager and David Mc Gee, Cian Byrne, Conor Holohan and Adam Maher all played their part during 
Kilkenny’s run to the All-Ireland final. Greg Kelly was part of the Kilkenny Under-20 team. At juvenile level a highlight of 
the year was the winning of the Lisdowney 7’s, a competition which saw John Boy Hawe take the Player of the Tournament 
award. This year also saw the anniversaries of the club’s county junior title wins of 1975 and 1995 being celebrated with 
a function in the Clubhouse in May for the surviving players. The same function saw club stalwart Mickey Dooley become 
Club President. May also saw a new fundraiser, Pedal to the Sea, take place when thirty club members cycled to Dungarvan, 
Co. Waterford and back. The Club’s annual Golf Classic and Race Night at Kilkenny Greyhound Track also proved extremely 
success fundraisers and social events for club members again this year. On the development front, this year saw the 
construction of the club’s new ball wall and astro-turf area both of which will prove major assets to the club. 

O’LOUGHLIN GAELSO’LOUGHLIN GAELS

O’Loughlin Gaels. O’Loughlin Gaels. 
Winners of the Lisdowney 7’s.  2025Winners of the Lisdowney 7’s.  2025

Pedal to the Sea Cycle Group on its Return to Kilkenny Pedal to the Sea Cycle Group on its Return to Kilkenny 

time of extra time” gave Mooncoin a place in the final for the first time in decades. Unfortunately, they met a very experienced Mullinavat team in the final in Glenmore, played 
in May. Our club president, Ann Purcell, sadly passed away in May. Her presence at the big games is greatly missed. 
The ‘Lucky Draw’ continued throughout the season, thanks to all our supporters and agents.  The juvenile club held another successful Camán Summer Camp in August. Boys 
and girls between the ages of U6 and U14 took part, from our own parish and beyond. Huge thanks to all those who gave their time. Throughout the year the juvenile club 
teams played in tournaments all over the country and even went on a trip to Croke Park for the Leinster final. In September, Sarah Crowley captained our girls to Intermediate 
Shield victory. 
It was the ‘Mooncoin Schools’ team who made history this year. For the first time since 1958, the boys of Carrigeen and Mooncoin won the Schools Rionn A final, played 
in Nowlan Park. Just a few weeks later, the U11A team won the county final to add the cherry on top.  An incredible double, congrats to all, particularly Mr Duggan and Mr 
Tennyson.  
Our long term physio Ralph Ponce de Leon retired this year. We wish him all the best in the future! Our new electronic club scoreboard was installed this year too, thanks to the 
generous sponsorship of Eastgate Engineering. Roll on 2026!

 On the footballing front our Intermediate side were beaten in the semi -final after a good contest . The Juniors were beaten by Ballyragget . Heres  hoping  for a better outcome in 
2026..
 A lot of work was carried out to upgrade the car park to tarmacadam and with the addition of a new tractor and mower our pitch is kept in tip top shape. Our gym facility has also 
being updated with new equipment .

MUCKALEE GFCMUCKALEE GFC

Breda Tynan and Patsy Murphy take deliuvery of the new Breda Tynan and Patsy Murphy take deliuvery of the new 
club tractorclub tractorNew Tarmac AreaNew Tarmac Area

2025 was another busy and successful year for Mullinavat GAA, both on and off the field. Our facilities continue to grow, with the addition of a full-size floodlit pitch 
now available for training and matches.
Adult Level
On the pitch, our adult teams performed superbly. 

We captured the  County Senior Football Championship  for the 
seventh time in nine years—an incredible record of consistency and 
pride. In Senior Hurling, we claimed the Shield title and reached the 
County Semi-Final, falling narrowly to O’Loughlin Gaels by a single 
point—only the sixth such achievement in club history. Our Junior 
A hurlers were beaten by Tullaroan, while the Junior F team were 
gallant runners-up once again, marking four consecutive final 
appearances.
Juvenile Level
Our underage teams worked tirelessly all season. The Minors (Roinn C) and U16s (Roinn B) fought hard in tough competitions, 
both exiting at quarter-final stage to Tullaroan. Our U15 Féile Hurling team hosted the group stage and impressed with wins 
over Clara and Dunamaggin before bowing out in the semi-final. The U14s (Roinn C) had mixed fortunes—losing the Gaelic 
Football league final to Kilmaganny and bowing out of the hurling to Glenmore. Our U12s had a full, positive year with great 
development across all younger grades.
Coaches and Sponsors
None of this would happen without our fantastic mentors and sponsors. Management teams across all levels—from Mark 
McNamara’s Minor mentors to our U6 and nursery coaches—gave countless hours each week. Special thanks go to sponsors 
including Suir Plant Hire, Speedy Hire, Walsh Brothers, Nolan Construction, and Frisby Furniture for their generous support 
in providing jerseys and equipment.
Mullinavat GAA All-Stars
Our All-Stars Inclusion Group completed their first full year with outstanding success. Coaches Breda, Deirdre, and Samantha Maddock, along with their dedicated team, ran excellent 
sessions that celebrated participation and joy in Gaelic games.
Monster Festival of Hurling and Camogie
The highlight of the summer was our two-day Monster Festival of Hurling and Camogie Blitz on August 29th–30th. It was a showcase of everything great about Mullinavat—team spirit, 
community pride, and volunteer energy.
To all our players, coaches, officers, volunteers, members, and sponsors—thank you for another incredible year. We remember fondly all those in our community who passed away in 
2025. Their memory lives on through our club

MULLINAVATMULLINAVAT

Monster Festival of Hurling & CamogieMonster Festival of Hurling & Camogie

Tubberclair & Mullinavat Captains in WestmeathTubberclair & Mullinavat Captains in Westmeath

Match quality lighting switch onMatch quality lighting switch on
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O’Loughlin Gaels Junior Championship winning team 1975 at its Re-union in May 2025 O’Loughlin Gaels Junior Championship winning team 1975 at its Re-union in May 2025 
Back: Nigel Leydon (Club Chairman), Pat Ward, Conor Bergin representing his Dad, Ollie RIP, Back: Nigel Leydon (Club Chairman), Pat Ward, Conor Bergin representing his Dad, Ollie RIP, 

Sean Casey, Anthony Bergin, Michael Lanigan, Martin Brennan, Richie Delaney, Martin Hanlon Sean Casey, Anthony Bergin, Michael Lanigan, Martin Brennan, Richie Delaney, Martin Hanlon 
Seamus Dowling,  Luke Roche. Seamus Dowling,  Luke Roche. 

 Front : Brigid Rice (Representing her Dad, Jim Rice RIP), Benny Walsh, Richie Guilfoyle, John  Front : Brigid Rice (Representing her Dad, Jim Rice RIP), Benny Walsh, Richie Guilfoyle, John 
Skehan, Mick Dooley (Club President), Catherine Rice Kelly (representing her Dad, Jim Rice, RIP), Skehan, Mick Dooley (Club President), Catherine Rice Kelly (representing her Dad, Jim Rice, RIP), 

Kevin Robinson,Kevin Robinson,

1995 Junior Championship Team at its Re-union May 2025. 1995 Junior Championship Team at its Re-union May 2025. 
Back:  Nigel Leydon (Club Chairman), Michael Doyle, Michael Holohan, Bosco Buckley, Back:  Nigel Leydon (Club Chairman), Michael Doyle, Michael Holohan, Bosco Buckley, 

Seanie Tyrrell, Dick Shelly, Tony Doyle, John Dowling, Sean Dowling, Joe Daly. Seanie Tyrrell, Dick Shelly, Tony Doyle, John Dowling, Sean Dowling, Joe Daly. 
Front : Brian Kelly, Alan Geoghegan, Johnny Holohan, Paul Cleere, Mick Dooley (Club Front : Brian Kelly, Alan Geoghegan, Johnny Holohan, Paul Cleere, Mick Dooley (Club 

President), Philly Holohan, Michael Barcoe.President), Philly Holohan, Michael Barcoe.

O’Loughlin Gaels John Hawe O’Loughlin Gaels John Hawe 
receives the Player of receives the Player of 

the Tournament Award at the Tournament Award at 
Lisdowney 7’s 2025Lisdowney 7’s 2025

The 2025 season saw the beginning of a new era in Piltown 
GAA circles. Piltown Camogie Club and Piltown Ladies 
Gaelic Football merged with Piltown GAA to form ‘One Club’ 
under the Piltown GAA name. This has proved to be hugely 

successful step and one the parents within the parish were truly appreciative 
of. The grounds of Piltown GAA continued to be a hive of activity from very early 
spring, However, due to development works we were without our main playing 
pitch for the year. Throughout the year we widened, lenghtened  and drained 
our main pitch, installed a lit walking track around the pitch perimeter, erected 
new pitchside fencing , installed new goals,dugouts and ball stop nets. A lot of     
this work was completed by our extraordinary club members who volunteered 
their time, equipment and expertise over many Saturdays throughout the year, a huge thank you to all of them. A shout 
out too to our kinds sponsors who donated towards the project.
Immense work goes on both front of house and behind the scenes to facilitate the functioning of a club, so a huge 
acknowledgement and thank you to all our club coaches, officers, and many volunteers and supporters.  A special 
thank you to all those who have supported our All Star 15 fundraiser draw – both selling and purchasing tickets. Huge 
congratulations to all our winners.   
In the schools of the parish, we continue to develop and promote our games through our Games Participation Officer, 
who is doing trojan work with all the children of our three schools on a weekly basis.
On the playing pitches: 
Kudos to Niall O Brien and Andrew Phelan (U19), Archie Farrell (U17), and Joe Barry, Jack Farrell  (U15), Tom Gahan, 
Ronan Connolly and Brodie Wheeler (U14) who all represented Piltown in the Kilkenny colours in 2025.
Again in 2025 we were in the fortunate position to field three teams at adult level.  All three teams were extremely competitive and great progress was made.  Unfortunately, the 
year ended without any championship victories, but league titles were secured in Junior and Junior C.  Our underage teams were all competitive again and a testament to all 
the hard work going into coaching throughout the club. U6, U8, U10, U12 teams all had great days out in blitz. Pride of Place goes to our U16 team who who our own Jim Reid 
Tournament for the first time and reached both League and Championship finals at their age. Thanks to all Juvenile coaches for their time an effort.
This year we were awarded a foundation cert in the GAA Healthy Clubs programme, from community walks, green initiatives, and our ALL-Star programme for children with 
additional needs. All super things which brought new people to our club and contributed to the award.
Our Piltown GAA Camp was a huge success again this year, and a highlight of the summer for our younger members.  Congratulations to Elliot Farrell who won the overall Player of 
the Week and got the Bill Costello Award for 2025.  Thanks to Lisa Norris and Antonia Power and their team of coaches for running such a successful and enjoyable week.
We also remember all those within our community who were laid to rest over the past 12 months, and we extend our condolences to their families and friends.

PILTOWNPILTOWN

Railyard again competed in all grades from U8 to Senior and we also had an over 40s team 
take part in the Joe McNally All-Ireland Sevens. Our Junior and Senior teams although 
competitive throughout the season failed to win any silverware.
We had more success at underage level with our Minor team winning the Championship 
with wins over Ballyhale and Carrickshock

The U15 Feile team also had success as the won the Kilkenny Feile Competition and went on to represent the 
county in the regional Feile which was played in Clane Co Kildare in June.

RAILYARDRAILYARD

Railyard Féile Team 2025Railyard Féile Team 2025

ROWER INISTIOGEROWER INISTIOGE

 Rower Inistioge U12’s   Rower Inistioge U12’s  

 Rower Inistioge U14’s Rower Inistioge U14’s
Rower Inistioge U8’sRower Inistioge U8’s

Willo Deevy presenting cheque for Willo Deevy presenting cheque for 
proceeds of Golf Classic to proceeds of Golf Classic to 

Mick Roche, ChairmanMick Roche, Chairman

Lisdowney 7’s Shield WinnersLisdowney 7’s Shield Winners

Tom Reid presents winning Piltown Captain, Daire Tom Reid presents winning Piltown Captain, Daire 
O’Brien with the Jim Reid Tournament Cup.O’Brien with the Jim Reid Tournament Cup.

 The new All Stars group which was  The new All Stars group which was 
formed this year.formed this year.

Overhead is of the new developments at the Overhead is of the new developments at the 
grounds.grounds.
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SLIEVERUESLIEVERUE

Academy KidsAcademy Kids
Minor TeamMinor Team

Under 12’sUnder 12’s

SHAMROCKS BALLYHALESHAMROCKS BALLYHALE

The Shamrocks Juvenile Club had such a good year in 2024 winning Under 14’s, 16’s and 18’s, it was going to be hard to live up too.
The 14’s ,16’s and 18’s starting off the season with young panels  to work with so it was going to be a different year for the Club .  It was a tough ask for the 
younger lads but in fairness they all stepped up in each of the groups and did and more of what they were asked for. 
It wasn’t to be,  but  it was a great experience for all the lads to see what and where the other clubs are.  
With the Juvenile Club growing from Under 6’s up , it’s great too see how the future of the Club is going and how strong it’s heading. With 
6’s,7’s,8’s,9’’s,10’s,11’s and 12’s and with new facilities like the new Juvenile pitch and the astro it’s great too see teams using the pitches and the amount 
of kids training.  The Shamrocks Juvenile Club is in a good place and the future likes good.

Shamrocks U10’sShamrocks U10’sShamrocks U16’s with their CoachesShamrocks U16’s with their Coaches

2025 has been another successful year for St Lachtains GAA club both on and off the playing 
field. On the field highlights include our Junior Club All Ireland victory last January, our U15 
Féile na nGael double winners, Scoil Lacthaín winning the Roinn C Championship and our 
Junior F team winning their 3rd league title in a row.

St Lachtain’s U15 boys won both Féile na nGael Division 1 and Féile Peil na nÓg Division 2 competitions in 
Kilkenny this year. A historic double for our club. The boys then went on to represent both club and county 
at national and regional levels. This year’s Féile na nGael Division 1 hurling finals took place in Wexford GAA 
Centre of Excellence, where St Lachtain’s competed against the best U15 Hurling teams in the country. One 
week later this same group of players headed off to Dunlavin, Co. Wicklow to compete in Féile Peil na nÓg 
Region 6 finals. The boys and their management team represented club and county with distinction against 
the best teams in Ireland and can be immensely proud of themselves. 
Scoil Lachtain U13 boys defeated Scoil Ruadháin, Tullaroan in the Roinn C championship final in a sunny 
Nowlan Park to take home the Georgie Leahy Cup. The U11 boys got to the semi-final stage of the Roinn A 
Ned Kennedy Cup competition. Huge credit goes to Mr. Flood and Mr. Mullally once again for the work they 
are putting into our next generation of hurlers. 
 Following their Junior Club All Ireland victory last January, St Lachatin’s returned to the Intermediate hurling 
grade again this year. The side exited the championship at quarter final stage but can consider the season 
a success, consolidating intermediate status after a long two years on the road. Our Junior B’s also exited 
the championship at quarter final stage, while the Junior F team were defeated in the county semi-final. St 
Lachtains 2024 U21 team were defeated in the Roinn D county final by Clara last December. 2025 saw all our 
juvenile teams compete in Roinn B again for the first time in several years, our Minor team were defeated by 
eventual county champions Carrickshock, the same opposition got the better of our U16 team, while the U14 
team were defeated by Danesfort after extra time and replay. Our U6’s, U8’s, U10’s and U12’s had very busy 
seasons taking part in tournaments and blitz’s up and down the county and beyond. Thanks go to all our 
coaches and mentors for the time and dedication they put into looking after our teams.
2025 saw the 40th anniversary of the Philip Kinane Hurling tournament, catering for local boys from 3rd 
class to U14, and the inaugural U14 Johnny Kavanagh Memorial tournament being held in Páirc Lachtaín. 
There was a huge turnout for this year’s Philip Kinane and it was great to see so many of the winning captains and players from the past 40 years come together on the anniversary.
Off the field, work developing the facilities at Páirc Lachtaín continues. This year we were delighted to install a new 10-digit electronic scoreboard. Other projects completed include 
floodlighting of the training pitch, new fencing surrounding the main pitch and fencing around parts of our walkway and site perimeter. The club is grateful to all the volunteers 
that contributed to the maintenance and upkeep of Páirc Lachtaín over the past 12 months from painting to stewarding and everything in between. The club and grounds held a 
well-attended Family Fun Day last May and took park in several charitable events including Movember and we are especially proud of the continued support for our Darkness Into 
Light walk.

St Lachtain’s Féile 2025 Report
St Lachtain’s U15 boys won Féile na nGael Division 1 and Féile Peil na nÓg Division 2 competitions in Kilkenny this year. The boys then went on to represent club and county at 
national and regional levels. 
This year’s Féile na nGael Division 1 hurling finals took place in the impressive surroundings of Halo Tiles Wexford GAA Centre of Excellence. The best U15 Hurling teams in the 
country were there to represent their counties. Freshford lost their opening group game to Dublin giants Kilmacud Crokes on a scoreline of 0-6 to 1-5. They then went on to defeat 
Wexford side Naomh Éanna 2-4 to 0-2 and Clare’s Sixmilebridge 2-4 to 1-6. A huge second half performance against eventual Shield competition winners Sixmilebridge, saw St 
Lachtain’s qualify for the cup quarterfinal. The boys took on Waterford giants Ballygunner in the quarter final of the cup competition. They battled hard but lost against the eventual 
outright winners. 
One week later the same group headed off to Dunlavin, Co. Wicklow to compete in Féile Peil na nÓg regional finals. The boys played against Milmore Gaels (Westmeath), 
Dromcollgher Broadford (Limerick) and St Patrick’s (Tipperary). They faced Clara Gaels (Wicklow) in the final losing narrowly after extra time.

ST LACHTAIN’SST LACHTAIN’S

Feile Group 2.2Feile Group 2.2
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U14 Football TeamU14 Football Team

ST MARTIN’SST MARTIN’S

Minor Football TeamMinor Football Team U8s Go Gamesin Nowlan ParkU8s Go Gamesin Nowlan Park

St Kieran’s BlitzSt Kieran’s Blitz

Development
This year saw great success in relation to the Club Kilkenny Committee, 
who are working tirelessly to help the club build a 5-year developmental 
plan.  One significant advancement was the development of a 
new crest due to the 1 Club merger with Naomh Bríd Camogie Club and 

Bord na nÓg. 
Kevin McGrath has been appointed as the new GPO. This has formed a good working 
relationship with the club and local schools. A positive step forward for the club which 
should benefit all juvenile members. 
Our club held its first summer camp for players between 5 to15-year olds. With great 
weather and fun, players got to practise the skills of the game while also learning about 
healthy eating and other fun activities. Many thanks to all involved for such a well 
organised week. 
In relation to development of our club grounds, continuous advancements are ongoing 
with our Ball Wall getting new astro turf, lights and tarred walkways around the grounds. 
A generous donation from Marie Gannon of a new lawnmower which she won in the 
Farmers Journal competition. This will keep the pitches in top condition. 
Competitions 
On the field of play, our Junior team had a spell of wins week after week reaching the 
county semi-final. Unfortunately, they lost out narrowly to O’Loughlin Gaels. Many thanks 
to the management team and players who worked hard all year. Hopefully this successful 
year will be built on and go one step further next year. 
Our Junior A’s put in some spirited performances throughout the season but ended up in a 
relegation final where they overcame O’Loughlin Gaels by 4points after extra time.
The best of luck to our U21 team who have strong hopes of success this year, with the 
competition set to go underway as this publication goes to print. 
Our Minors to U12s saw little silverware apart from a memorable victory for our U12 team 
who won the Johnstown and Tullaroan Tournament this year beating Ballyhale in the final. 
However, with strong individual and team performances hopefully silverware will be on the cards next year. Once again, thanks to our dedicated coaches who give up their time to 
develop the skills and technique of our players. 
Our U6s to U10s put a big focus this year on the fundamental skills, with the older kids focusing on sequencing and positional play. Parents created a welcoming sideline 
atmosphere, volunteering for drill rotations and bringing a calm, encouraging presence which supported all coaches. 
Once again, we finished off the year by hosting of our annual M&A coaches/Phelan/Stone tournament. This was a special year as it marked its 25th anniversary. M&A Coaches 
trophy was won by Sixmilebridge from Clare who beat St. Lachtains. Erin’s Own Gaa won the Stone trophy defeating Clough Ballacolla of Laois. The Phelan trophy was retained by 
O’Loughlin Gaels on Sunday after they saw off a spirited Stradbally side from Co. Waterford. In recognition of the 25th anniversary of the inaugural running of the tournament, a 
commemorative plaque was unveiled recalling the contributions to the event by past and deceased members over the 25 years. 
Finances 
The main source of finance for our club continues to be the local week lottery. Many thanks are due to the many people who week after week continue to sell tickets for this 
important fundraiser. 
We are on our second year of The Last Man Standing Fundraiser which has been a success. Thanks to all who donated. 

ST PATRICK’SST PATRICK’S

After winning the Senior County Final in 2024, in our first year back at senior level, John Donnelly was appointed Captain of Kilkenny, with Peter McDonald named 
Vice-Captain. They were joined on the panel by Stephen Donnelly, Zach Bay Hammond, Peter Connellan, Luke Connellan, and Diarmuid Galway, all of whom went 
on to win a Leinster title.

Rory Connellan and Colm Treacy were part of the Kilkenny U20 panel that claimed a Leinster title and reached the All-Ireland Final. 
Meanwhile, Ben Nevin and Ronan Connolly proudly represented Thomastown on the Kilkenny Minor panel, who also went on to capture a Leinster crown.
At club level, we fielded three adult teams this year again. The Senior team reached the League Final and the Quarter-Final of the Championship, putting in strong performances 
before bowing out to Ballyhale. The Junior team also enjoyed an excellent season, reaching both the Section B League and Championship Finals, losing out to O’Loughlin Gaels on 
both occasions. Our Junior D team battled hard throughout their campaign, reaching the Quarter-Final where they were edged out by Rower Inistioge. 
Minor U16 and U14 teams gave a great account of themselves throughout the year, showing continued development and determination. 
The U15 footballers represented Kilkenny at the John West Féile Peile na nÓg, making it all the way to the final in Rathangan, Co. Kildare, where they were narrowly defeated after 

THOMASTOWNTHOMASTOWN
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Windgap U12sWindgap U12s

a thrilling contest. Meanwhile, our U6, U8, U10, and U12 teams trained and played with great enthusiasm, taking part in Go Games and a number of blitzes across the county, all 
while having plenty of fun and showing fantastic progress.
Thomastown GAA Club hosted the Annual Bridie Farrell Memorial Cup and the Jimmy Farrell Memorial Shield, U17 nine-a-side hurling tournament. The club also joined forces 
with Thomastown Camogie Club to hold the John Prendergast Festival of Hurling and Camogie — an annual two-day event for U10s and U12s that continues to grow in popularity 
and community spirit each year.
The club was equally busy on the fundraising front, running several successful events including a Breakfast Morning, Golf Classic, and Dog Night. These events brought great 
support and camaraderie, reflecting the strong community that surrounds the club.
A huge thank you goes to all our players, managers, mentors, field volunteers, sponsors, members, and supporters for their dedication, hard work, and enthusiasm throughout 
the year. We look forward to 2026 with great optimism as we build on the progress and achievements of this year

Senior league FinalistsSenior league Finalists

Kilkenny Leinster ChampionsKilkenny Leinster Champions

U8 UPMC Nolan Park BlitzU8 UPMC Nolan Park BlitzU6s Mooncoin Annual BlitzU6s Mooncoin Annual Blitz

Ben and Roman Minor Ben and Roman Minor 
Leinster ChampsLeinster Champs

Senior players enjoying Dog NightSenior players enjoying Dog Night

U10s UPMC Nowlan Park BlitzU10s UPMC Nowlan Park Blitz

Threecastles GAA – A Year to Remember

The 2025 season will long be remembered as one of pride, passion, and perseverance 
for everyone involved with Threecastles GAA. Our club once again stood tall on the 
county stage, proving that dedication and community spirit remain at the heart of 
everything we do. 

The year began with Threecastles proudly representing Kilkenny in the Killeady GAA 
Junior B All-Ireland Series, bringing our club onto the national stage. The journey 
through Leinster was unforgettable, culminating in a historic victory in the Leinster 
Final. That day wasn’t just about hurling ability—it was a celebration of teamwork, 
belief, and the enduring strength of community spirit. Our adventure continued into 
the All-Ireland Semi-Final, where Threecastles once again gave everything for the 
cause. Though the dream ended there, the team’s performance earned admiration far 
beyond Kilkenny. Competing and succeeding at that level filled us with immense pride and reminded everyone of the great potential within this club. 

The season didn’t end there. For the third consecutive year, Threecastles reached a County Final—this time in the Kilkenny Junior A Championship. That consistency speaks volumes 
about the dedication of our players, management, and supporters. It also reflects a hunger and commitment that has become synonymous with Threecastles hurling. Each campaign 
brings its challenges, but our lads faced every one of them with determination, skill, and pride in the jersey. Throughout the championship, the team delivered performances that 
lifted spirits across the parish. The journey to the County Final was filled with moments that will live long in the memory—tight finishes, flashes of brilliance, and the unmistakable 
roar of the Threecastles crowd driving the team forward. While the ultimate prize eluded us this time, reaching three county finals in a row is an extraordinary achievement and 
a testament to the standards now set within the club. Every player who pulled on the jersey this year can hold their head high. The pride and inspiration they’ve brought to our 
community cannot be overstated. 

Of course, none of this success would be possible without the incredible volunteers who form the backbone of Threecastles GAA. From coaches and selectors to committee members, 
groundskeepers, fundraisers, and everyone who lent a hand throughout the year—thank you. Your time, energy, and commitment make our club thrive. Whether it’s preparing the 
pitch, organising a fundraiser, or mentoring our players, your efforts create the foundation on which all success is built. 

And to our supporters—what a year you’ve given us. From home games in Kilkenny to matches across the country, your loyalty and passion have been incredible. No matter where 
we played, the sight of familiar faces and the sound of proud voices cheering us on lifted the team every time. That unwavering support defines who we are as a club and as a 
community. As we look ahead, we do so with immense pride in what has been achieved and excitement for what’s to come. The bar has been set high, but with the same heart, 
determination, and togetherness, there’s no limit to what Threecastles GAA can accomplish. Here’s to another year of hurling, friendship, and community spirit. Threecastles Abú!

Threecastles JH “A” Finalists 2025Threecastles JH “A” Finalists 2025

THREECASTLESTHREECASTLES
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The senior team had a good year overall but ultimately were disappointed to go out in the first round of 
the championship vs. Bennettsbridge. In the league we finished with 6 points, beating Clara, Graigue 
Ballycallan and Erin’s Own. We were defeated by Thomastown and Mullinavat. Our early league matches 
brought bad luck to the team with Shane Walsh picking up a bad shoulder injury vs. Thomastown and 

Tommy Walsh injuring his cruciate ligament vs. Clara. Earlier in the year, the senior team did very well to qualify for the 
Division 1 final of the Senior/Intermediate vs. Dicksboro, however on the night Dicksboro were deserved winners.
The Junior A team had a very good year winning the Championship for the fourth time in our history, following wins 
in 2001, 2011 and 2015. The Championship was hard fought with great wins over O’Loughlin’s, Barrow Rangers (after 
extra time), Ballyhale Shamrocks and finally Threecastles in the final on a scoreline of 0-23 to 2-10. We also had a very 
good league campsiagn were we played 4 group matches, winning 3 and losing 1. We beat O’Loughlin’s, Shamrocks and 
Graigue Ballycallan and were beaten by St. Patricks. We qualified for the semi-final were we were beaten by Dunnamaggin.
The Junior F team was again competitive in 2025. In the Championship they beat The Rower-Inistioge before being 
beaten by St. Lachtain’s. 
The u-21 championship for 2025 has yet to commence but in 2024 Tullaroan competed in the C Championship. After 
some very good games, Tullaroan won the championship after beating Dicksboro in the final. In earlier rounds they beat 
Piltown, Kilmacow and the Fenians.
2025 will be remembered for a very enjoyable run in the Junior Football league and championship. We won the 
championship, when we beat Bennettsbridge in the Junior County Final on a scoreline of 0-21 to 1-12, after extra time. 
This reversed the League Final result in which Bennettsbridge won by 0-12 to 1-7. 
At underage level, the club is fielding teams from under 6 to under 18 level and great work is being done to develop the 
players of the future. 
Congratulations to all involved in representing Kilkenny during 2025. 
•	 Kilkenny Senior Hurling - Martin Keoghan, Tommy Walsh and Gearoid Dunne 
•	 Kilkenny Junior Football – Dylan Simpson
•	 Kilkenny Senior Camoige – Ciara Dunne & Anna Doheny
•	 Kilkenny Minor Camoige – Grace Brennan, Ella Walton, Eleanor Doheny, Shannon Doheny
•	 Kilkenny U16 Camoige - Katie Dunphy 
•	 Kilkenny U15 Camoige – Sinead Cash, Laura Millea, Tara McGree
•	 Kilkenny U14 Camoige – Lily Sweeney, Juliette Mulligan, Ailish Doheny
•	 Kilkenny U14 Hurling Development Squads –Sean Coogan, Lory Hogan and Richie O’Shea
•	 Kilkenny U16 Hurling Development Squads –Daire Hogan
•	 Kilkenny U16 Football Squad – Ryan Maher, Cian Maher and Rory Buckley

TULLAROANTULLAROAN

Tullaroan 2025Tullaroan 2025

Tullaroan U8 2025Tullaroan U8 2025

U10 Balyhale Tournament 2025U10 Balyhale Tournament 2025

TULLOGHER ROSBERCONTULLOGHER ROSBERCON

U6’sU6’s

U12’s with Richie Young TrophyU12’s with Richie Young Trophy

U10’s in Nowlan ParkU10’s in Nowlan Park

Juvenile Club in St Patrick’s Day paradeJuvenile Club in St Patrick’s Day parade

Both on and off the field, Windgap GAA continued to make great strides in 2025, with plenty of memorable days out for players and supporters alike. 
Windgap fans were treated to another summer of exciting underage hurling, with teams at every grade producing fine performances home and away. At Minor 
level, Galmoy/Windgap opened their championship campaign with a strong away win over Danesfort (4-9 to 1-15). Their run ended at the quarter-final stage on 
September 10th, narrowly losing out to Bennettsbridge (2-14 to 1-18) in a game that went right to the wire. 

The U16 side claimed a significant piece of silverware, overcoming Piltown by a single point in the Roinn C League Final (2-20 to 3-16). In the championship, they reached the 
last eight, defeating Glenmore convincingly in round one (2-17 to 0-13) before bowing out against Emeralds in Galmoy on September 20th after a thrilling contest (2-11 to 2-11). 
The U14 hurlers overcame Thomastown in their first-round championship tie and faced Tullogher Rosbercon in front of a home crowd on October 4th, fighting hard to the end but 
eventually going down (2-6 to 3-11). The U21s were the last team to take the field this year, but were beaten by Clara in the first round (1-16 to 2-16). Our younger teams were also 
busy throughout the year, taking part in numerous blitzes and Go Games, including a memorable trip to Nowlan Park. 
At adult level, our Junior side battled bravely throughout the season. Their championship campaign came to a dramatic conclusion in Clara on Sunday, 21st September, where they 
faced a powerful St. Patrick’s of Ballyragget team. In an end-to-end, high-scoring encounter, Windgap fought back from a steep second-half deficit but were eventually edged out (3-
16 to 4-18). The Junior C team showed strong form early in the season, finishing third in their league. Their championship journey ended at the quarter-final stage, losing to Blacks 
and Whites by the narrowest of margins (2-17 to 1-21). The Junior E team, having stepped up a grade following their 2023 promotion, faced tough opposition throughout the year 
and were unfortunate to come up short against Conahy Shamrocks in the championship relegation final in Palmerstown. 
Windgap footballers were active once again across all levels. The Junior side produced a spirited display in their championship outing against Young Irelands, only to fall by a single 
point in a thrilling contest (2-10 to 2-11). At underage, participation and development continue to thrive, with players gaining valuable experience across the grades and ensuring a 

WINDGAPWINDGAP
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bright future for football in the club. 
Off the field, the Windgap GAA Summer Camp was hugely popular once again, taking place over the four days of the August Bank Holiday weekend. Over 100 children aged 4 to 13 
took part. Special guests included Windgap players who were involved with Kilkenny panels this year in both Hurling and Camogie. 
This year, Kilkenny County Council named Windgap GAA Club “County Champions in Taking 
Positive Climate Action” on social media. The club’s ongoing Green Club initiative, led by Yvonne Power, secured Climate Action funding which enabled the installation of a water 
refill station and the creation of new biodiversity areas, both helping reduce the club’s carbon footprint. The next steps include the addition of solar panels on the clubhouse and a 
bike repair station in the coming months. 
Lastly, congratulations are due to Lucy Crowley, who was awarded the Kilkenny GAA Gaeltacht Scholarship and attended a two-week course in an Rinn Gaeltacht on Helvic Head, 
supported by funding from the County Board. 

Summer Camp 2025Summer Camp 2025U8 Mullinavat BlitzU8 Mullinavat Blitz

U6 Mooncoin BlitzU6 Mooncoin BlitzU10 And U12 Phillip Murphy BlitzU10 And U12 Phillip Murphy Blitz

u14u14

2025 was another memorable and successful year for Young Irelands 
GAA, Gowran, with great achievements across all levels and a strong 
sense of progress both on and off the field.

Adult Teams
The Intermediate hurlers enjoyed a very competitive season, producing consistent 
performances in league and championship. The team showed real development 
throughout the year, combining experience and youth, and were unlucky not to make it 
all the way to county honours.
A major highlight of the year came from the Junior E hurlers, who captured the County 
Championship title after a thrilling final win over Dunnamaggin. It was a fantastic 
achievement and fitting reward for a dedicated panel and management team who gave 
everything for the club.

Underage Success
The underage section of the club continues to thrive, with several outstanding team and 
individual successes in 2025.
The Minor A footballers were crowned Shield Champions in March, after a dramatic extra-time win over St Patrick’s Ballyragget.
The U16 hurlers brought home silverware in August, winning the Roinn B Hurling League final against Kilmacow following a strong campaign.
It was an exceptional year for the U14 group, who achieved a remarkable double by winning both the Roinn A Football League and Championship — a credit to the players and their 
coaches.
The club also hosted the Harry Byrne Cup in August, where Young Irelands’ U12 team emerged victorious after a cracking final against Mooncoin, much to the delight of the home 
supporters.
At schools level, Gowran National School did the parish proud by capturing the Country Cup in hurling — a great reflection of the underage talent being nurtured locally.

Club Representation and Individual Highlights
Several Young Irelands players represented the club with distinction beyond parish level in 2025.
	 •	 Patrick Langton lined out for DCU in the Fitzgibbon Cup final.
	 •	 Jim Conlon - part of U19 Kilkenny panel.
	 •	 Bobby Brennan was part of the Kilkenny U20 panel.
	 •	 Mikey Carey continued to represent the club proudly on the Kilkenny senior team, providing inspiration to all.
	 •	 Liam Farrell claimed victory in the U16 Long Puc competition in Kilkenny, a fine personal achievement.
Nursery and All Stars
The club’s youngest members — our U10, U8, and U6 players — were as busy as ever throughout the year, taking part in Go Games blitzes, fun training sessions, and skills challenges. 
The enthusiasm, energy, and enjoyment shown by these boys and girls each week are a real source of pride for the club.

A special mention goes to our Young Irelands All Stars group, which provides hurling and games for children with additional needs. The All Stars sessions have become one of the 
most inspiring and joyful parts of club life, offering every child  the chance to be part of the Young Irelands family. Huge credit goes to the coaches, parents, and volunteers who 
make these sessions possible.

Looking Ahead
As 2025 draws to a close, Young Irelands can look back with pride on a year filled with effort, enthusiasm, and achievement. From underage to adult, the club continues to grow 
stronger each season, supported by a committed committee, loyal volunteers, and a passionate parish community.
With solid foundations in place and plenty of emerging talent, the future remains bright for Young Irelands GAA.
Ní neart go cur le chéile — there is no strength without unity.

LISDOWNEY 7S WINNERSLISDOWNEY 7S WINNERS

YOUNG IRELANDSYOUNG IRELANDS
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In their second year in senior ranks, 
St Lachtain’s upset all calculations at 
Nowlan Park on Sunday, when they 
deservedly beat the highly fancied Near 
South selection in the county senior 
hurling final.

The junior champions of 1959 were 
superior in defence and attack and 
while they had few players of inter-
county standard were a better balanced 
side with superior team work and better 

fighting spirit.

While the standard of play was way 
below that of the finals of pre-parish rule 
days, it was better than some of the finals 
of recent years. The hurling was not up 
to that expected from senior grade, but 
the toughness of the exchanges and the 
closeness of the scoring gave the game 
good entertainment value.

The game was a tense, close struggle 

throughout and the sides were level 
eight minutes from the end. The 
divisional, after finding themselves a 
goal in arrears after four minutes fought 
back to equalise after ten minutes and 
led by two points at the end of the first 
quarter , a margin which they retained 
up to half –time. St Lachtain’s battling 
hard with a fairly strong wind advantage 
in the second half, drew level after seven 
minutes and at the three-quarters stage, 
got the goal which really broke the back 

In a break with the Parish Rule concept, the County Board decided to allow four teams, selected from junior clubs, to participate in the 
senior championships.

These selected teams were to represent the City, the North, the Far South, and the Near South. Of the four teams, only the southern teams 
made any impact. The odd statistic concerning the City selection was that no player from the city was selected.

Double champions Bennettsbridge were surprised by Erin’s Own in the second round (1-6 to 1-5). The Far South, (representing Mooncoin, 
Carrickshock, Windgap, Piltown, Carrigeen and Mullinavat) weredrawn against 1959 junior champions, St Lachtain’s, in the semifinal. The 
club side showed more cohesion and unity and qualified’for their first ever county final by a point, 2-9 to 3-5. In the second semi-final, 
the Near South, representing Thomastown, Knocktopher, Thomastown Rangers, Dunamaggin, Graigue, and Rower/Inistioge, comfortably 
beat Erin’s Own by 8-5 to 2-9.

(Dermot Kavanagh - A History - Kilkenny Senior Hurling County Finals)

1961
September 22 1961

St Lachtain’s Win Their 1st Senior Title
ST LACHTAIN’S 4-5,  NEAR SOUTH, 0-12

Back: Jim Bergin,(Trainer) Pa Dillon, Din Maher, Kevin Dalton, Mick Killeen, Billy Dalton, Sean Rafferty,
John Teehan, Dick Keoghan, Seamus Cahill, Sean O’ Shea, Jim Ryan, Jack Delaney, Alfie Hickey.

Front: Michael Teehan, Johnny Butler, Denis Butler, Wally Cody, Martin Dalton, Jack Cahill, John Manogue,
Jimmy Dooley, Jimmy Cullinan, Tommy Butler.

This year we include more reports of first 
time County SH Final victories under the 

One-Parish Rule.
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of the southern team’s resistance. It was a disputed score, 
many holding that the ball had gone over the end line before 
being sent into the goalmouth preparatory to being sent the 
net, but as the square was jammed tight with players, it was 
very difficult to see what actually happened.

Tense Excitement

However even after this score had been awarded the divisional 
side drew level again eight minutes from the end and there was 
tense excitement for some time before Freshford regained the 
lead and went on to endorse it with a further goal and a point.

Apart from the fact that they worked hard for their goals 
the northern team looked a more dangerous proposition 
throughout the game. The club spirit which can never be 
fully emulated by a divisional selection characterised their 
approach to the game and their undertaking of every tackle. 
In addition their forward line, despite playing against the wind, 
harassed the southern defence throughout the first half and 
though they got two goals came close to getting several 
more as they swept wave after wave of attacking against the 
southern defence.

Freshford had sterling individualsin all sections of the field, but 
few contributed so much to the victory as did goalkeeper J. 
Cahill, centre back Alfie Hickey and full-back Pa Dillon.

Cahill at times outshone Ollie Walsh in brilliance while Dillon’s 
puck-outs reached prodigious length. Dillon was a tower of 
strength throughout while with his pivot, Cahill, he broke up 
attack after attack launched by the divisional sides forwards.

Near South 0-12

The fact that no goal was scored against them and that their 
counterparts conceded four, speaks volumes in praise of their 
prowess. While these players conspicuously caught the eye 
throughout the hour, their colleagues in defence also, though 
less brilliantly contributed to the great victor. Jack Delaney 
weakened by flu, was noticeably below par but J. O Shea, 

D.Maher and L. Dalton played their parts diligently.

.

Of the centrefield pair, M. Dalton was the better, continuing 
to supply his forwards with an ample service of the ball 
throughout the game .J. Minogue also did his share of strong 
hurling however, as the centrefield sector was rarely dominated 
by either side for long.

Lively Attack

In the attack which repeatedly had the southern defence on 
edge Wally Cody was a splendid leader, putting up a fine show 
against Jim Walsh. Dinny Butler and Sean Rafferty were the 
pick of the remainder while John Teehan and J.Cullinane also 
had their moments.

In the southern defence Ollie Walsh, Tom Walsh, Jim Walsh 
hurled mightly throughout the hour, though the scoreboard 
does not do justice to their efforts. While not up to the standard 
of former games John Doyle, Nicky Forristal, and Dick Bolger 
played their parts though for the most part they found this fast 
and enterprising St Lachtain’s attack somewhat too much of 
a handful. At centrefield Owen Dermody was the better of the 
two though Danny Lannon figured to a considerable extent 
throughout the hour. Best man in the attack was Denis Heaslip 
who though only registering only three points tried very hard 
without much support. Tom Ryan scored two of the finest 
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points seen at the venue for a long time and hurled an excellent 
first half, tending to fade somewhat in the second half.

Scorers for the winners: J. Ryan 2-0, D. Butler 1-2, S. Rafferty 
1-1 W. Cody 0-2,

Scorers for the losers: T. Ryan 0-4, D. Heaslip 0-3, D. White 
0-1, F. Aylward 0-1, O. Dermody 0-1, C. Ryan 0-1, M. O’Neill 
0-1

St Lachtain’s: J. Cahill, D. Maher, P. Dillon, K. Dalton, J. O’Shea, 
A. Hickey, J. Delaney, M. Dalton, J. Minogue, J. Teehan, S. 
Rafferty, D. Butler, J. Ryan, W. Cody, J. Cullinane.
Subs: T. Butler, M. Kileen, B. Dalton, D. Keoghan, S. Cahill,
M. Teehan, J. Butler, J. Dooley.

Near South: O. Walsh (Thomastown), Tom Walsh 
(Dunnamaggin), Jim Walsh (Dunnamaggin), P. Forristal 
(Thomastown Rangers), Mick Bolger (Rower Inistioge), John 
Doyle (Thomastown), Colm Ryan (Dunnamaggin), Owen 
Dermody (Knocktopher), Danny Lannon (Thomastown), Denis 
Heaslip (Knocktopher), Danny White (Rower Inistioge), Tom 
Forristal (Dunnamaggin), Tom Ryan (Dunnamaggin), Frank 
Aylward (Knocktopher), Mick O’Neill (Thomastown Rangers)

Ref. Paddy Johnston (Éire Óg)

On a beautiful sunny September Sunday (15th) a 
large attendance was present  to see if the highly 
fancied but unproven junior selection could match the  
determination and never say die attitude of the club 
side.

Compared to Freshford’s lone county player, Pa Dillon, 
the Near South had  practically a county team at their 
disposal. With current senior stars like Ollie Walsh,  Tom 
Walsh, Jim Walsh, Denis Ideaslip, Tom Forristal and 
many past and present junior inter county players on 
the team the odds were certainly in their favour.

While the game was not a classic it was more then an 
improvement on the  previous two county finals. The 
closeness of the scoring and the toughness of the  
exchanges gave great entertainment right to the finish. 

An early goal by Ryan gave  St Lachtain’s the start they 
needed. The Near South then took over and had six 
points  to lead by three after 20 minutes. St Lachtain’s 
then began to get more possession  and before half 
time they had a second goal from Ryan, and a point 
to the  Southerners three points to have the half time 
score 0-9 to 2-1 to the South.

Ollie Walsh made two great saves before two points 
from Rafferty and Cody  levelled the scores (0-9 to 
2-3) .The quality of the play and the tempo of the game  
improved as the third quarter mark was reached. Then 
a decisive score arrived when Rafferty lashed to the net 
from the goalmouth melee to put St Lachtain’s in the 
lead.

The score was controversial but it stood. Points from 
Heaslip (2) and O’Neill brought  matters level again (0-
12 to 3-3).

With five minutes left Butler, and Cody put St Lachtain’s 
two points in front, both  notching good points. Despite 
furious pressure the South could not get the goal they  
needed and with the last puck of the ball, Dinny Butler 
lashed home St Lactain’s fourth goal to take the title by 
five points.

St Lachtain’s winning was due to sheer determination, 
their will to win attitude  and their refusal to be 
intimidated by their more celebrated opponents. 
Goalie, Cahill,  had a brilliant match. Pa Dillon and Alfie 
Hickey were almost unbeatable in defence.

Midfield was more or less shared with Minogue being 
the most consistent performer.

In the forwards, Butler, Cody and Rafferty were the 
most prominent. However, all  the St Lachtain’s players 
were heroes.

For the losers Ollie Walsh, despite conceding four 
goals was brilliant throughout, Jim Walsh played well at 
fullback, as did Ryan in the half back line. Midfield was  
adequate but in a disappointing attack only Heaslip and 
Tom Ryan played up to form.

(Dermot Kavanagh - A History - Kilkenny Senior Hurling County 
Finals)

How the Game played out
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After 29 years, Mooncoin are county senior 
hurling champions again. In one of the most  
exciting county finals for many years, they 
dethroned the holders Bennettsbridge 
with a  performance characterised by 
speed and tenacity. Watched by one of 
the biggest crowds ever seen at a  county 
game the match exploded into action with 
the throw –in and the gruelling pace never  
slackened until the end.

Both sets of backs were in top form, but 
Mooncoin’s defence backed by a brilliant 
goalkeeper were almost impregnable and 
broke the heart of the Bennettsbridge 
attack. It was really in this sector that 

Mooncoin won the match, though their 
forwards behaved admirably.

Throughout the hour there were a number 
of stylish patches but they were not in 
abundance. The tenor of the game was 
rather hard, determined hurling that left 
little if any room for loose play.

The pace was tremendously fast and the 
clashes uncompromising . And as the 
sides were fairly evenly matched the play 
alternated from end to end almost with the 
speed of a tennis ball.

For most of the hour a mere goal or less 

divided the sides. And though when 
midway through the second half it began 
to appear that Mooncoin might hold out to 
win few would have been prepared to put a 
wager on it. For Bennettsbridge are known 
never to give up until the game is over.

The reason for the slight flow of optimism 
into Mooncoin’s ranks was due to the fact 
that some of the most determined raids 
Bennettsbridge could muster at this stage 
had failed to penetrate the Mooncoin 
defence. 

Bennettsbridge opened the best of the two 
sides and had the better of the exchanges 

1965
September 3 1965

MOONCOIN WIN THEIR 12TH SENIOR HURLING  
COUNTY  TITLE AFTER  A LAPSE OF 29 YEARS

Holders Bennettsbridge Fail By A Goal

Mooncoin  2-8   Bennettsbridge  1-8

Mooncoin - Senior Hurling Champions 1965 
Back: Johnny Walsh (M), Mick Conway (M), Pat Delahunty (Psc), Johnny Howley (Btsna), Claus Dunne (M), B 

O’Keeffe (M), Martin Delahunty (Btsna), Ed Connolly (G), Tom Nolan (G), Ned Doyle (Agl), WIlie Grant (Psc). 
Middle: T Ryan (Luf), T Walsh (New Aglish), Martin Howley (Btsna), Dick Dunphy (Luf), Jimmy Lynch (Bcur), 

John Walsh (G), Watty McDonald (E), Joe Dunphy (Luf), Ed Murphy (G). 
Front: Dick Holden (M), Denis Kinsella (D), Johnny Lynch (Bcur), Jim Byrne (M), Noel Doyle (Luf).

This year we include more reports of first 
time County SH Final victories under the 

One-Parish Rule.
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during the first few minutes. They went a point ahead but Mooncoin 
quickly asserted themselves and drew level. Mooncoin also 
levelled at two points and then went into the lead which they 
never lost. At half time they were a goal in front 2-4 to 1-4.

Play was fairly evenly divided in the second half and both sides 
registered an equal score -0-4. As in the first half the play was 
exceptionally exciting with Mooncoin fighting to hang on to their 
lead and the Bridge battling to get on terms.

For the winners Dick Dunphy in goal will be regarded as one of 

the heroes. And rightly so. He had an inspired game and time and 
again brought off some seemingly impossible saves. The defence 
in general played very well. But Jim Lynch was  outstanding. HE 
dominated the half back line and cleared remarkable well. It was 
undoubtedly his best game of the year.

Another defender to really star was Eddie Connolly who gave a 
first class exhibition of defensive work. The others also played 
their part. Martin Howley and John Walsh did well at centre-field 
and just about broke even with their opposite  numbers.

Star of the forwards was undoubtedly Claus Dunne who scored 
6 of his sides 8 points, and gave Joe Dunphy the centre from 
which he scored Mooncoin’s first goal. Tagged “ The Fox “by 
many Mooncoin supporters he certainly justified the name with 
his clever movements and beautiful ball control. Other forwards 
to impress were Ned Doyle and Joe Dunphy.

Liam Cleere in the Bennettsbridge goal also gave a very good 
display and brought off some very nice saves 
Seamus Cleere was the best of the backs and did trojan work in 
keeping Mooncoin out. He also  instigated many attacks. Johnny 
McGovern showed a return to his best form in the first half but 
seemed to tire a little in the second half. But this was indeed his 
best display for quite some time and he showed all the skill and 
cleverness that made him an  automatic choice on the county 

team for so long .Paddy Moran played well as did his partner Larry 
Cleere at centre-field and kept up a good supply of the ball to the 
forwards.
But the forwards failed to make a serious impression against the 
Mooncoin backs. Best were Sam Carroll and Tony Kelly.

How the scores came.
Bennettsbridge opened strongly and stormed into the attack, 
but they met strong resistance however but forced a 70. Seamus 
Cleere’s shot was nicely centred but the ball was cleared. Just 
afterwards Jim Bennett got possession and opened the scoring 

with a point. Two minutes later Mooncoin were attacking and 
a centre by Ned Doyle was collected by Claus Dunne and who 
tapped over the equaliser. The puck out sent the ‘Bridge attacking 
again and from a free in the fifth minute Tony Kelly restored the 
one point lead.
Mooncoin raced down the field for the equaliser again but the ball 
went wide of the post. A cut in by Joe Dunphy was collected by 
Claus Dunne who also shot wide. But Dunne made no mistake in 
the 10th minute when collecting the ball fifty yards out, his shot 
went sailing over the bar to level the scoring. 
Play continued to alternate rapidly from end to end, but after an 
exchange of wides Dunne put Mooncoin a point up. Minutes later 
the same player sent in a well placed centre to Joe Dunphy who 
blasted the ball to the net.
Now four points down Bennettsbridge set about  remedying the 
situation. But their attempt at goal resulted in a 70which was sent 
wide by Seamus Cleere. They came again, however and this time 
Tony Kelly sent straight to the net. 
At the other end Mooncoin were pressing hard again and when 
Martin Howley sent a ball goal-wards, Tom Walsh pulled hard and 
helped it on its way to the net. 
One minute later Paddy Moran replied with a point and added 
another shortly afterwards. From the puck out Mooncoin swarmed 
around the Bennettsbridge goal and Claus Dunne almost had their 
third goal when he got possession and sent low from close range. 
Liam Cleere blocked the ball down but conceded a free when 

Jim Lynch, Mooncoin Captain, is carried shoulder-high 
after the match.

Tony Kelly (Bennettsbridge) scores a one-handed goal in the 
County Final
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he picked it up. From the resulting free Dunne tapped it over for 
another point, which left the score at half-time:

Mooncoin  2-4	 Bennettsbridge   1-4

Far from easing up in the second half, Mooncoin opened the 
stronger and forced determined  incursions into Bennettsbridge 
territory. The first brought noting more than a wide but the second 
gave Dunne an opportunity of scoring another point. 

Bennettsbridge were just narrowly wide after this and then Dunne 
pointed again after a low shot from a 21 yards free had been 
blocked down. In the 10th minute Paddy Moran replied with a like 
score from a 21 yards free.

At this stage the Bridge began to attack very forcibly but the 
opposition began to defend with equal determination. For a short 
it looked as if the Bridge would through for a goal but the goalman 
had two brilliant saves within seconds and the 
backs eventually relieved the pressure. 

This was really the end of the game for while the 
losers continued to search for weak links in the 
Mooncoin defence, they must have that their 
chances of finding it were slim.

After two Bridge wides Mooncoin lifted the siege, 
but the losers found their way back into the attack 
again and from a 21 yards free Moran pointed. 

Mooncoin’s replay came quickly when Mick 
Conway pointed and in the 24th minute Claus 
Dunne had a splendid point from centre-field. 
With time running low, Bennettsbridge made the 
last efforts, with five minutes to go Tony Kelly 

shot over the bar and from a 21 yards free three minutes later 
Paddy Moran pointed. With only seconds left a free by Seamus 
Cleere was narrowly wide.

Mooncoin:  R. Dunphy, P. Delahunty, T. Nolan, E. Connelly, 
W.McDonald, J. Lynch, J. Howley, M. Howley, J. Walsh, M. 
Conway, N. Doyle, C. Dunne, J. Dunphy, T. Walsh, B. O’ Keeffe.
Sub. J. Walsh 

Bennettsbridge: L. Cleere, M. Treacy, T. Bennett, J. Treacy, T. Kelly, 
S. Cleere, J. McGovern, L. Cleere, P. Moran, J. Bennett, T. Kelly, S. 
Carroll, N. Skehan, D. Carroll, P. Treacy.
Sub. S. Treacy

Referee: Paddy Johnston (Éire Óg)     

Bennettsbridge - Senior Hurling Finalists 1965 
Back: Timmy Kelly, Jim Bennett, Larry Cleere, Johnny McGovern, Seamus Cleere, Liam Cleere, Tony Bennett.

Front: Paddy Moran, Paddy Treacy, Tony Kelly, Dick Carroll, Jim Treacy, Noel Skehan, Martin Treacy, Sam Carroll.
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The people of Mooncoin and the surrounding districts gave 
an enthusiastic welcome to the new county  senior hurling 
champions at a parade and reception on Monday night.
Headed by the De La Salle Brass Band, the procession led by 
a cavalcade of cars with flags flying and horns blaring led the 
way into the village which was packed with supporters who 
cheered the team as they passed on a lorry gaily decorated 
with the green and white club colours.
Banners spanned the main street bearing the words – “Wel-
come to the Champions” and bonfires blazed.
The lorry paused just once on its way through the village to 
salute one of Mooncoin’s all time greats, a brilliant artist in 
the golden age of Kilkenny hurling –Dick Doherty himself.
Then on to the platform on the cross where club chairman 
Michael Kinsella welcomed all to a happy celebration for 
which many had waited for 29 years. He said it had been a 
long wait but that the hurling tradition was always there and 
they knew that their turn would come.
In his role of M.C .Mr. Kinsella introduced all the various per-
sonages to the vast crowd including the president of the club 
Fr. T. J. Clohosey P. P., manager/trainer Fr. J. J. Reidy, team 
captain Jim Lynch, and all the members of the winning team 
and also the members of the Bennettsbridge team, Henry 
Drea, Seamus Cleere, Johnny McGovern, Mick Kelly, and Jim 
Treacy who had travelled down for the celebrations.
Fr. T. J. Clohosey P. P. said they were celebrating a great 
victory. It was a most exciting game and many Mooncoin 
supporters were wondering would the final whistle ever go. 
Both teams were to be congratulated on such a magnificent 
display. He said that the success was due to the minor teams 
of recent years which had won four county championships 
and laid the foundations for success of the senior team.
“Coming into the match we were afraid of Bennettsbridge,” 
he said and at half time many Mooncoin supporters were 
feeling sad. But the team showed what training could do and 
played twice as well in the second half against the wind and 

sun and  surprised every body.
Manager/trainer Rev. J. J. Reidy said that their motto on Sun-
day was death or victory and Mooncoin proved it by a superb 
display. They owed a lot to the fine spirit of determination of 
the players, the wonderful enthusiasm of their supporters, 
the loyalty and co-operation of their officials and the integrity 
of the selectors.
Nothing was left undone to put the best possible team on the 
field and to have them trained to the highest pitch. They all 
new that an old grey mare could never win a grand national 
and it was the youth and sound preparation that served the 
team well on Sunday.
As Matty Power one of Kilkenny’s greatest hurlers of the past 
said to him on Sunday after the match it was the toughest 
and hardest final for many years and the team that was going 
to lag would be beaten but that team was not Mooncoin.
Fr. Reidy said that they should not forget the hurlers of the 
past who brought honour and glory to Mooncoin. The great 
achievement of  those teams could never be forgotten but 
Sunday’s victory was the sweetest of all. 
Tributes must be paid  to the Bridge who were a great band 
of men and fought hard to the final whistle but they had to 
bow their heads to a greater team on the day. 
He thanked all  for the rousing welcome they had accorded 
to the team and said that the final of 1965 would never be 
forgotten in the hurling annals of Mooncoin parish.
Finally Fr. Reidy thanked the Bennettsbridge players and 
officials for coming to Mooncoin, and also those who had 
organised and helped in the arrangements for the reception, 
the band, all those who had helped in the training of the team 
and also the Press for their help.
Jim Treacy on behalf of Bennettsbridge congratulated 
Mooncoin on their great win and hoped that led by a Moon-
coin captain they would bring back the McCarthy Cup to the 
noreside next year.

ROUSING WELCOME HOME FOR THE NEW CHAMPIONS

Presentation Night 1965
From left: Jim Lynch (Capt), Claus Dunne, Fr J Reidy (Trainer), Larry 

Diggins, Michael Kinsella (Chairman).
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The Fenians (Johnstown) are Kilkenny’s new 
senior hurling champions. They won the title 
at Nowlan Park on Sunday when they beat the 
City side James Stephens, their victors in last 
year’s decider by 2-11 to 3-5 after one of the 
most memorable finals for many years.  
Apart from this being a gripping, pulsating and 
dramatic struggle, it had a surprise ending, 
as few people outside Johnstown supporters 
counted on a Johnstown win. But there was no 
doubt in the world about the merit of their win. 
The game provided delightful hurling and 
played at a cracking pace. It was anybody’s 
game, right up to the last stroke, when Fan 
Larkin dropped a ’70’ into the Fenians goal 
area. A goal would have made it a draw but the 
goal did not come. 
This was a tremendous achievement for the 
Johnstown side; winners of the county junior 
title a couple of years ago they reached last 
year’s senior final to be overwhelmed by their 

opponents of Sunday. It was their second 
title. They won the 1914 title when powered 
by a number of famed Tullaroan stars who 
throw in their lot with Johnstown following a 
disagreement with the County Board. 
Neutrals among the crowd estimated at from 
10,000 to 12,000 came prepared for a James 
Stephens victory, but hoping that The Fenians 
would made a better show than last year. The 
manner in which the winners set about their 
work soon convinced them that this Northern 
side was a vastly different proposition this time. 

FAVOURITES

James Stephens were favourites for obvious 
reasons. They rooted The Fenians in last year’s 
final and on their way to this year’s decider they 
showed rare form by conquering Mooncoin 
and Bennetsbridge in close and exciting 
games, and scoring quite freely over The Rore 
Inistioge. On the other hand, The Fenians had 

encountered no opposition of note. 
The game ended in a welter of excitement 
with the losers trailing by a mere two points 
for most of the last quarter and to add to the 
drama, a Johnstown goal in the 24th minute of 
this half, which looked like clinching the issue, 
was followed a minute later by a Village goal to 
leave the City side still two points behind. 
Even the last seconds of the tie were played 
out in a dramatic manner. An attack by James 
Stephens led to severe pressure on the 
Johnstown defence who avoided disaster by 
conceding a ’70.’ Fan Larkin fully realised the 
responsibility that rested upon him when he 
took the free shot. It was a goal or nothing but 
the goal did not materialise. 
There were times when the players, through 
over anxiety or over keenness failed to strike 
with usual alacrity, but by and large it was 
a splendid exhibition and featured some 
wonderful hurling. 

1970
October 9 1970

THE FENIANS HAD HOUR OF GLORY  -
 NARROW WIN IN GREAT FINAL

Sunday 4th October 1970   Nowlan Park

The Fenians  2-11   James Stephens  3-5

The Fenians - 1970  County Senior Hurling Champions
Back. Pat Delaney, Martin Fitzpatrick, Billy Watson, Nicky Orr, Michael Garrett, P.J.Ryan,Shem Delaney,

Front. Paddy Broderick,Pat Murphy,Johnny Moriarty, Tommy O Connell, Pat Henderson, Dick Dowling, Donal 
Walsh, Seamus Grace.

This year we include more reports of first 
time County SH Final victories under the 

One-Parish Rule.
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The Fenians revelled in the role of underdogs and once they had baulked 
James Stephens’ early offensives were the more relaxed side. James 
Stephens, on the other hand, could hardly be blamed for feeling over 
confident, the one thing their mentors feared most. 

UNDERVALUED 

Another excusable error made by the losers was to undervalue the real 
strength of The Fenians and the false impression of the opposition, which, 
quite naturally followed from last year’s final, was actually a handicap. 
Johnstown only had to endure that there would be no early avalanche to 
have as good a chance as The Village.
 There may have been better finals but few of them over the past 30 years 
gave better entertainment and there was hardly a single neutral follower 
who did not become immersed in the drama.  The game was favoured 
by ideal weather. 
Whatever individual stars there may have been in this Johnstown side, 
they won because they played as a team and each man played his part. 
They also played to a plan and one feature of it that worked very well was 
Pat Delaney’s policy of “feeding” “the flying John Moriarty who picked off 
points with consummate ease. 
Another plan that worked effectively was the defence strategy of keeping 
Seán Leahy and Eddie Byrne under close surveillance. Try as they might 
the two James Stephens sharp shooters could rarely find a clear path 
to the goal and consequently, unlike last year’s final, there was no goal 
rush. Having accomplished this, The Fenians had laid the foundations 
for victory. 
James Stephens’ mentors will be wondering what would have been the 
outcome if Eddie Tallent who came on early in the second half and scored 
a grand goal and a point had been on from the start. However one might 
look at it, these imponderables have little to do with the final result. The 
better side won but James Stephens must be given full marks for helping 
to provide entertainment of the highest order. 

AN ACCIDENT

PJ Ryan in the Johnstown goal maintained his splendid reputation in 
fine style. He had little chance with the three shots that beat him. In the 

case of the goal scored by Phil Brennan he was injured after the ball 
entered the net. It was a pure accident as the umpires rightly instructed 
the referee. 
Shem Delaney, Nick Orr and Martin Fitzpatrick played better than 
ever before. They discharged a heavy responsibility in great style. Pat 
Henderson at centre half was probably the best player of the 30. He did a 
tremendous lot of work in the full line as well as on the half line. 
Seamus Grace, a most consistent defender, was not as brilliant as usual 
but he was nonetheless sound and came very much into the picture when 
the heat was turned on in the final quarter. He switched with Pat Murphy 
on this occasion. Murphy taking the right half position and showing up 
very well against the fast Liam O’Brien. 
Mick Garrett and Donal Walsh won the advantage for The Fenians at 
centre field despite great work by Mick Taylor. 
John Moriarty was the star forward on view. His amazing speed was 
a telling factor and his tally of six points hardly does him full justice. 
Paddy Broderick was also a hard trier and Pat Delaney did not look 
too conspicuous because he concentrated on feeding his colleagues, 
particularly Moriarty. 
Tommy O’Connell scored the goal that put The Fenians on the high road 
to victory and Willie Watson, Dick Dowling and Fergus Farrell and Frank 
Holohan, who came on as subs, contributed significantly to the great 
victory. 

REMARKABLE SAVES

Mick Moore in the James Stephens goal had one of the best games for 
quite some time and he made some remarkable saves. Fan Larkin was 
the mainstay of the full back line and played with his customary coolness 
and skill, but his flankers Phil and Paddy were not up to their best form. 
Eamon Morrissey also had better days but his brother Niall did a good job 
of keeping Pat Delaney comparatively quiet. Mick Leahy had a stiff task 
against John Moriarty, Mick Taylor tried his heart out at centre field where 
Seán Brennan was below his best. 
Hardly any of the James Stephens forwards sparkled with the same 
vigour as in other games. Seán Leahy did not have as much success 
as usual and though Mick Dunne made quite a few openings he did not 
figure in the scoring. Liam O’Brien was also well held. 

Martin FitzpatrickMartin Fitzpatrick

Nicky OrrNicky Orr

Johnny MoriartyJohnny Moriarty

Pat HendersonPat HendersonDick DowlingDick Dowling

Pat DelaneyPat Delaney
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Sub Eddie Tallent made his presence 
well felt when he came on in the 
second half. His 
goal - he paused 
momentarily before 
collected about 
50 yards out and 
running through 
to shoot to the net 
- was a very fine 
effort. Ned Byrne 
was given limited 
scope while Mick 
Crotty also came 
below expectations. 
Phil Brennan also 
got a good goal. 
HOW THE SCORES 
CAME

Pat Henderson 
opened the scoring 
with a Johnstown 
point from a free 
from 80 yards in 
the first minute, and 
in the subsequent 
e x c h a n g e s 
that followed 
immediately, it 
became obvious 
that every effort 
would be made 
to baulk the early 
James Stephens 
goal rush that 
caused such havoc 
in last year’s final. 
In the fourth minute 
Seán Leahy had 
the sides level 
when he scored a 
nice point. 

Mick Garrett had a point a minute later and before 
another minute had passed The Fenians had a goal 

from a free by Tom O’Connell – the 
score that put them on the high road to 
victory. The Fenians’ defence withstood 
a determined Stephens’ raid and when 
play switched John Moriarty sent a nice 
shot over the bar to put the    A James 
Stephens attack was sent wide and in the 
9th minute Dick Dowling put The Fenians 
further ahead with a point. Liam O’Brien 
pointed a James Stephens free in the 
10th minute and Mick Crotty broke a nine 
minutes scoreless spell when he scored 
a good point in the 19th minute. Donal  
Walsh replied also from a free on the 20th 
minute. 
Two minutes later one of the best moves 
of the game saw Phil Brennan finish to 
the net to narrow the gap to three points 
– 1-6 to 1-3 – but John Moriarty picked off 
another point in the 26th minute and Pat 
Henderson sent over the bar from a free 
on the 70 yards line in the 27th minute. 
Johnstown maintained the pressure and 
it was Moriarty again in the 29th minute 
putting his side further ahead with a point. 
James Stephens were exerting pressure 
in the closing seconds of the first half, but 
a free out brought relief to Johnstown, 
and the scores at half time were:

The Fenians 1- 8, James Stephens 1-3. 

Turning over with a five points deficit but 
the wind behind them James Stephens 
set the early pace and Seán Leahy shot 
for goal from a close in free. His ground 
shot was stopped and cleared. Eight 
minutes had passed before Eddie Byrne 
opened the second half scoring with a 
James Stephens point. 

Eddie Tallent came on for Phil Brennan and he and Seán Leahy switched 

James Stephens County SH Finalists 1970
Back: Paddy Larkin, Michael Leahy, Eddie Byrne, Niall Morrissey, Mick Crotty, Sean Brennan, Sean Leahy, Fan Larkin.

Front: Jimmy O’Brien, Mick Taylor, Mickey Dunne, Phil Brennan, Liam O’Brien, Eamonn Morrissey, Michael Muggers Larkin, Phil Larkin, 
Mick Moore.

TIME TEAM SCORE SCORER

FIRST HALF

1 min.  Fenians POINT Pat Henderson (free)

4 min. James Stephens POINT Seán Leahy

5 min.  Fenians POINT Mick Garrett.

6 min. Fenians GOAL  Tommy O’Connell (free)

7 min.  Fenians POINT John Moriarty

8 min. Fenians POINT Dick Dowling

10 min. James Stephens POINT Liam O’Brien (free)

19 min. James Stephens POINT Mick Crotty

20 min. Fenians POINT Donal Walsh

22 min. James Stephens GOAL Phil Brennan

26 min.  Fenians POINT John Moriarty

27 min.  Fenians POINT Pat Henderson (‘70)

29 min.  Fenians POINT John Moriarty (free)

HALF TIME SCORE:        FENIANS 1-8   JAMES STEPHENS 1-3

SECOND HALF

8 min. James Stephens POINT Ned Byrne

11 min.  Fenians POINT John Moriarty (free)

15 min. James Stephens GOAL Sean Leahy (free)

19 min. James Stephens POINT Eddie Tallent

22 min.  Fenians POINT John Moriarty (free)

24 min. Fenians GOAL Frank Holohan

25 min. James Stephens GOAL Eddie Tallent

29 min.  Fenians POINT John Moriarty (free)

FULL TIME SCORE:    JAMES STEPHENS 8-5   FENIANS 2-7

SCORES BY THE CLOCK
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from centre forward to full forward, before Seán Leahy eventually 
resumed in his customary position at full forward. Mick Moore made 
a couple of brilliant saves in the James Stephens goal and in the 11th 
minute John Moriarty put on a Johnstown point from a free. 
The game sparkled into new life at the end of the third quarter when 
Seán Leahy blazed to the net from a close in free to reduce the lead to 
two points. (1-9 to 2-4.) The city side improved their position still further 
when Eddie Tallent receiving from Mickey Dunne shot a nice point in the 
19th minute. 
There was still only a margin of two points between them. John Moriarty 
pointed a Johnstown free in the 22nd minute but Johnstown supporters 
went wild in the 24th minute, when a centre by Pat Henderson from a free 
was finished to the net by Frank Holohan, who had come on as a sub.
A minute later Eddie Tallent, unmarked 50 yards from the Johnstown goal, 
raced through to score a great goal which left Johnstown still leading by 

two points (2-10 to 3-5.) Niall Morrissey was narrowly wide from a James 
Stephens ‘70’ and after another ‘Stephens attack was sent wide John 
Moriarty pointed from a free. James Stephens had their last hope of 
making a draw foiled when Fan Larkin’s centre from a ‘70’ failed to bring 
the vital scores. 

Johnstown: PJ Ryan, S.Delaney, N.Orr, M. Fitzpatrick, P.Murphy, P.Henderson, 
S.Grace, N.Garrett, D.Walsh, J.Moriarty, P.Delaney, P.Broderick, F.Holohan, 
T.O’Connell, W.Watson. Subs: F.Farrell for W.Watson, F.Holohan for D .Dowling

James Stephens: M.Moore, Phil Larkin, Fan Larkin, Paddy Larkin, E.Morrissey, 
N.Morrissey, M.Leahy, S.Brennan, M.Taylor, P.Brennan, M.Crotty, L.O’Brien, E.Byrne, 
S.Leahy, M.Dunne. Sub: E.Tallent for P.Brennan. 

Mr Mick Dowling, Glenmore, refereed. 

Phil Larkin 

Mick Moore

Eamonn Morrissey

Phil Brennan

Ned Byrne

Fan Larkin

Sean Brennan     Mick Taylor

Mick Crotty

Sean Leahy

Paddy Larkin

Michael LeahyNiall  Morrissey

Liam O’Brien

Mick Dunne

Shem Delaney

PJ Ryan

P. Murphy 

Johnny Moriarty

Dicky Dowling

Nickey Orr

Mick Garrett     D.Walsh

Pat Delaney

Tommy O’Connell

Martin Fitzpatrick

Seamus GracePat Henderson

Paddy Broderick

Billy Watson

16. Frank Holohan

17. Fergus Farrell

18. Ml Dillon

19. Frank Hawkes

20. Ml Dowling

21. Paddy  Broderick

22. Paddy Fitzpatrick

23. Laddie Ryan

24. Patrick Loughlin

16. Tom Hickey
17. Eddie Tallent
18. Michael Larkin
19. Jimmy O’Brien 

FIR IONAIDFIR IONAID FIR IONAIDFIR IONAID

Na Fininí Seamus Stiofáin

COUNTY SENIOR HURLING FINAL 1970COUNTY SENIOR HURLING FINAL 1970

FIGURES OF THE GAME

Goals Points Wides Frees 70’s

FIRST HALF

FENIANS 1 8 4 10 2

JAMES 
STEPHENS 1 3 5 3 0

SECOND HALF

FENIANS 1 3 4 10 2

JAMES 
STEPHENS 2 2 9 4 2

Captain, Pat Henderson lifts the Tom Walsh Cup Captain, Pat Henderson lifts the Tom Walsh Cup 
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 MAKING maximum use of their playing 
personnel, and picking a made-to-
measure team,Shamrocks (Ballyhale) 
landed their first Kilkenny senior hurling 
title when they deposed champions, 
Fenians (Johnstown) at a well attended 
Nowlan Park on Sunday.

Shamrocks, only founded in 1972, 
contested this, their first senior 
final, with plenty of aplomb and 
determination They set a cracking 
pace, and maintained it right to the final 
whistle. 
        
The attendance - that looked in the 
region of 12,000 — got plenty to cheer 

about. The Fenians gained the upper 
hand early in the second half after the 
teams had traded blow for blow in the 
first and had shared equally in the 14 
points before the break. 

Within 30 seconds of the restart, Billy 
Watson collected a ball from Mick 
Garrett and put the Fenians in front. 

1978
October 27 1978

SHAMROCKS SWITCHES BEAR RICH FRUIT 
AS CHAMPIONS FALL 

FIRST SENIOR TITLE FOR YOUNG SHAMROCKS

Shamrocks  0-15   Fenians  0-10

SHAMROCKS - KILKENNY COUNTY CHAMPIONS AND LEINSTER SENIOR CLUB CHAMPIONS 1978
Behind: Maurice Mason, Sean Fennelly, Michael Fennelly, Liam Dalton, Johnny Walsh, Pat Holden, Wattie Phelan. 

Front: Liam Fennelly, Ollie Harrington, Brendan Fennelly, Denis Shefflin (captain), Kevin Fennelly, Maurice Healy, Ger Fennelly, 
Inset: Declan Connolly - unavailable for the photograph.

The development of Ballyhale Shamrocks as serious title  contenders continued when they qualifiedfor their third  semifinal in theirfour years as a senior 
club.  In that semifinal the Shamrocks good run continued  when they had a comfortable 2-17 to 2-10 win over  Rower Inistioge.

The second semi final between Fenians and James  Stephens was to provide the,first black day for the GAA  within the Countyfor many years. With 
Fenians leading  by 3-3 to 1-7 a dispute arose as the legality of a Fenians  goal. Amongst the confusion a section of the attendance  invaded the pitch 
and referee Jamesie Murphy had no 
option but to abandon the game.

At a stormy County Board meeting James Stephens were  held totally responsible. While James Stephens were fined  the match was replayed.  The 

Fenians won the replay by 1-8 to 1-3, with Billy  Fitzpatrick scoring the entire Fenians tally.
(Dermot Kavanagh - A History - Kilkenny Senior Hurling County Finals)
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The pace slackened somewhat then and this suited the losers 
down to the ground. John Moriarty opened up the biggest 
margin in the game until then when he put the Fenians 0-9 
to 0-7 ahead in the 36th. minute. Things looked serious for 
the winners, and they were unlucky in front of goal. First Pat 
Holden missed one chance of a point and then Ger Fennelly 
booted an effort from eight yards wide.

The Fenians were undoubtedly on top, but they were 
unable to press their advantage home. Then the Shamrocks 
selectors played a master stroke. They juggled about their 
front line, and made four changes. The most significant 
switch was the placing of Michael Fennelly at full forward. 
His brother Brendan moved out from the edge of the square 
to number 13 and Michael Kelly went to the opposite corner. 
Another of the Fennellys, Kevin this time, was brought more 
into the game by being moved to the half-forward line. The 
turn about was instantaneous. Ger Fennelly punished the 
Fenians for leaving too much space in the centre of their 
defence when he drove over a point from 45 yards.

Then Michael Fennelly, 
physically a more able opposite 
for a sturdy Fenians full back, 
Nicky Orr, grabbed a point. The 
huge crescendo that greeted 
that point had hardly died 
when the same player shot 
Shamrocks 0-10 to 0-9 in front. 
Within a matter of seconds, 
Brendan Fennelly rose another 
white flag, and then the Fenians 
made one supreme effort. The 
exchanges were fierce during 
the next 4 to 5 minutes. As the 
action swung from end to end, 
and defenders and forwards 
alike battled furiously, the play 
ran unbroken for at least four 
minutes. There wasn’t a line 
ball or a free, all free-flowing 
play. 

The deadlock was broken then when centre forward, Patrick 
Holden burst through to drive over a score, and give the 
winners a bit of breathing room. Brendan Fennelly had 
another point before Pat Delaney was put clear by John 
Power, but the former Kilkenny star was fouled in front of 
goal. Billy Fitzpatrick converted the free, which turned out 
to be the champions’ last score in a thoroughly entertaining 
final, which was a credit to both sides.

Without doubt, the swinging point in the game was when 
Shamrocks selectors, Kevin Fennelly Snr, Stephen Walsh and 
Sean Walsh, decided to alter their forward line. Afterwards, 
their front line moved with renewed zest, and the fierce 
tempo that marked the Shamrocks opening half play, was 
re-discovered.

As well, they had planned their strategy well. Their team 
showed ten changes from the side that started the semi-final 
against Rower-Inistioge. The enforced absence through injury 

of county defender, 
Richard Reid, was a 
big loss, but one the 
Shamrocks got over 
well. They moved 
Wattie Phelan out 
from corner-back to 
fill in Reid’s place, 
and Liam Dalton 
moved from corner 
forward to full-back. 
The new man in was 
Declan Connolly, 
who slotted in 
without disturbing 
the rhythm of the 
back division. A 
major contributory 
factor in the plotting 
of the downfall of 
the champions was 
the subduing of 

FIGURES OF THE GAME

Goals Points Wides Frees 70’s

FIRST HALF

SHAMROCKS 0 7 6 5 1

FENIANS 0 7 5 4 0

SECOND HALF

SHAMROCKS 0 8 6 9 0

FENIANS 0 3 6 2 0

TOTAL

SHAMROCKS 0 15 12 14 1

FENIANS 0 10 11 6 0

BALLYHALE PEN PICTURES

Ollie Harrington  (38). Teacher. Married. 5’8”. 10 st. 
10 lbs. Goalkeeper.
Richard Reid  (22). Salesman. Single. 6’. 13 st. 
Reserve defender.
Sean Reid (25). Farmer. Single. 5’11”. 11 st. 7 lbs. 
Reserve forward.
Jimmy Fitzpatrick (27). Clerk. Married. 5’8”. 12 st. 
Reserve forward.
Wattie Phelan (20). Electrician. Single. 5’11”.11 st. 
Right half back.
Sean Fennelly (18). Farmer. Single. 6’. 12 st. 
Midfielder.
Patrick Holden (26). Farmer. Married. 5’11”. 12 st. 
3 lbs. Centre forward. 
Maurice Healy (24). Carpenter. Married. 5’8”. 12 st. 
Left full-back.
Noel Long (19). Carpenter. Single. 6’3”. 11 st. 
Reserve forward.
Brendan Fennelly (22). Clerk. Single. 5’11”. 10 st. 
10 lbs. Full- forward. 
Frank Holohan (21). Army Officer. 5’11”. 12 st. 7 
lbs. Reserve defender. 
Liam Fennelly (20). Machine operator. Single. 
5’10”. 10 st. 6 lbs. Right full-forward.
Denis Shefflin (20). Machine operator. Married. 
5’9”. 11st Right full-back. Captain.

Bobby Aylward (23). Farmer. 6’1”. 13 st. 4 lbs. 
Reserve defender.
Liam Dalton (30). Labourer. 5’11”. 14 st. Full-back.
Maurice Mason (28). Fitter. 6’. 12 st. Married. 
Centre-back.
Michael Fennelly (25). Pipe fitter. Single. 5’11”. 12 
st. Right half-forward.
Pat O’Keeffe (23). Clerk. 5’8”. 10 st. Reserve 
defender.
Michael Hoyne (29). Farmer. Married. 5’10”. 12 st. 
Reserve defender.
John Walsh (33). Secondary teacher. Married. 6’. 
12 st. 10 lbs. Midfielder.
Richard Kenneally (18). Roadstone employee. 
Single. 6’. 12 st. Reserve forward.
Kevin Fennelly (23). Glass cutter. Single. 5’11”. 12 
st. Left full-forward.
Michael Kelly (20). Student. Single. 5’9”. 10 st. 
Reserve forward.
Declan Connolly (26). Sales assistant. Single. 5’8”. 
11 st. Left half-back. 
Ger Fennelly (24). Carpenter. Married. 5’10”. 11st. 
Left half- forward. 
Michael Dempsey (20). Glass cutter. Single. 5’8”. 
10 st. Reserve midfielder.
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LIAM GOT EIGHT STITCHES
LIAM FENNELLY, the Shamrocks 
corner-forward who had to retire 
injured on Sunday, received eight 
stitches to a facial injury. He was 
rushed to St. Luke’s hospital, 
Kilkenny, where he received 
treatment, but was discharged 
later. It was also revealed after the 
final that Ger Henderson battled 
on despite taking a knock in the 
first half. His sight was impaired 
after a collision, but he bravely 
battled on. And Richard Reid, the 
Kilkenny wing-back who missed 
Sunday’s final because of injuries 
received in a car crash, had to 
receive special permission to 
watch the game. The Shamrocks’ 
defender was not due to be 
discharged from hospital, but 
when a special plea for his release 
was made, and certain assurances 
given to the hospital authorities, 
he was allowed to go and cheer 
his team on to their first senior 
hurling final victory.

BAND ADDED A BIT OF COLOUR 
ST. PATRICK’S brass band and 
majorettes added a bit of colour 
at the county final on Sunday. But 
the pre-match parade delayed the 
start by 15 minutes.

THEY WERE AT IT AGAIN
THE HAWKERS selling their goods 
were at it again in the Stand on 
Sunday. Will the Co. Board ever 
prevent these peo-ple from getting 
into the Stand? One official tried 
unsuccessfully to clear them, but 
they only sneered at him. The 
sellers had distinct Dublin accents, 
and were obviously down for the 
rich pickings of big match day.

CONDITION OF PITCH 
THE PITCH was in beautiful 
condition for Sunday’s game 
and great credit for this is due to 
groundsman Jimmy Bergin, who 
obviously put a lot of work into 
preparing the ‘sod’.

WHEN THERE WERE NO GOALS
SUNDAY was only the third time 
that a senior hurting county final 
failed to yield a goal. The first 
occasion was 1889 when Tullaroan 
beat their neighbours. Graine, by 
0-1 to 0-0. The next occasion was 
in 1974 when The Fenians beat 
Bennettsbridge by 0-10 to 0-6.

ANOTHER BALLYHALE MAN WON 
WHILE Ballyhale were winning the 
Kilkenny senior title on Sunday, 
another man from the parish was 
winning a senior county medal in 
Cork. He was Frank Cummins, the 

Kilkenny county mid- fielder. Could 
Frank yet play against his native 
parish in the All-Ireland dub final? 
Incidentally, Blackrock included 
another Kilkenny man in their 
side. He was Conor O’Brien from 
Bennettsbridge, who played at full 
back. Conor played at right full- 
back with Bennettsbridge when 
they won the 1971 senior county 
final.

JOHN WALSH WAS *MAN OF 
THE MATCH’ SHAMROCKS 
(Ballyhale) scored on two fronts at 
Nowlan Park on Sunday. As well 
as winning the senior hurling final, 
one of their players also carried 
off the “Man of the match” award, 
sponsored by Tylers Shoe Stores, 
Kikenny. John Walsh, the red- 
haired midfielder, Just got the vote 
over his clubmate, Ger Fennelly. 
Also mentioned was the losers’ 
goalkeeper, P. J. Ryan. John won 
the prize for the way be managed 
to subdue Ger Henderson, a 
main cog In the Fenians wheel 
His overall display was also 
considered ex-ceptional. The 
33-year-old secondary teacher 
was delighted, and surprised, at 
being honoured.

1978 COUNTY FINAL SNIPPETS

their star players, Ger Henderson and Billy Fitzpatrick, who 
accounted for all their scores in the semi final.

At midfield. Shamrocks put John Walsh against Ger 
Henderson and Wattie Phelan policed the wing on which 
Fitzpatrick played. The tying up of Ger Henderson was 
a severe blow to the Fenians who depend a lot for their 
midfield possession on the new All-Star. The Shamrocks 
would seem  to have gone out with the idea of blotting out 
Ger Hendersor and Billy Fitzpatrick, and working from there. 
In both respects they hit the jackpot and the dividends paid 
were rich.

Throughout, John Walsh and Ger Fennelly were brilliant. 
Fennelly ran himself to a standstill, and gave possibly one 
of his best ever club performances. Captain, Denis Shefflin 
and centre back Maurice Mason, and indeed everyone at the 
back, threw in their lot. They limited the Fenians to a lean 
three point diet in the second half, and on such rations no 
team could hope to win a county final. 

Mobility
The front line, which suffered the loss through injury of 
Liam Fennelly after 15 minutes, blossomed in the closing 
stages. With Ger Fennelly, his brothers, Michael, Kevin and 
Brendan making up the mainstay, Patrick Holden completed 
a versatile pack, that showed plenty of mobility.

The Fenians didn’t surrender without one heck of a fight. The 
speed of the opening exchanges was obviously against their 
wishes. They would have liked a more methodical approach. 
Anyway, as they shared parity with Shamrocks on seven 

occasions in the opening 30 minutes, they gave no sign of 
really wilting. True, just before the break PJ. Ryan saved two 
splendid shots from Kevin and Brendan Fennelly, to keep the 
teams together, but with their vast amount of final experience 
there was no indication that they would be overrun.

Best for the Fenians were ‘keeper, P. J. Ryan, Dick Dowling, 
Mick Garrett, John Henderson, Brendan Broderick and Pat 
Delaney, who fought to try and make it all happen up front.

The scorers
Shamrocks: G. Fennelly (0- 6, two frees, one 65); B. Fennelly 
(0-3); M. Fennelly and P. Holden (0-2 each); J. Walsh and K. 
Fennelly (0-1 each).
Fenians: B. Fitzpatrick (0-3, two frees); B. Broderick (0-3); 
P. Henderson (0-1, free); P. Delaney. B. Watson (0-1 each); J. 
Moriarty (0-1, free). 

Shamrocks: O. Harrington, D. Shefflin (capt), L. Dalton, 
M. Healy, W. Phelan, M. Mason, D. Connolly, J. Walsh, S. 
Fennelly, M. Fennelly, P. Holden, G. Fennelly, L. Fennelly, B. 
Fennelly, K. Fennelly. 
Subs - M. Kelly for L. Fennelly (inj) 15th. min.; S Reid for Kelly 
56th. min. 

Fenians: P. J. Ryan, J. Henderson, N. Orr, M. Fitzpatrick, D. 
Dowling, P. Henderson, J. Ryan, M. Garrett, G. Henderson, B. 
Fitzpatrick, P Delaney, J. Moriarty, B. Watson, S. Delaney. B. 
Broderick. 
Sub - J. Power for S. Delaney 31st. min.

Referee: Martin Meally

1978 Srocks.indd   31978 Srocks.indd   3 14/11/2025   20:2414/11/2025   20:24



1986
October3 1986

CONTROVERSIAL END 
AS CLARA TAKE FIRST TITLE

CLARA SNATCH VICTORY AT THE DEATH

Clara  3-10   Shamrocks 4-5  

CLARA - KILKENNY COUNTY SH CHAMPIONS 1986
Back: Tom Ryan, Tom Lennon, Stephen Whearty, Brian Barcoe, Paddy Prendergast, Gerry Nolan, Anthony Prendergast, 

Liam Ryan.
Front: Lester Ryan, Harry Ryan, Tom O’Shea (Captain), Johnny Ryan, Kevin Ryan, Tony Byrne, Pat Campion.

Controversy raged after the senior hurling final at NowlanPark on 
Sunday when reigning champions,Shamrocks (Ballyhale) were 

unseated by an injury time goal scored by final debutants, Clara.

In ordinary circumstances this climax to what had been a most 
enjoyable contest would have been classed a fairytale, but unfortunately 
events in the wind-up transformed it into a nightmare.

On the one hand, Clara players, mentors and supporters celebrated 
victory with unbounded enthusiasm. Shamrocks vehemently disputed 
the legitimacy of the deciding goal, and they let the referee know their 
feelings in no uncertain manner.

Four minutes from the end of normal time Shamrocks’ corner-forward 
Brendan Fennelly drove over a beautiful left-handed point from an 
angle to the left of the country end goal. That score pushed the losers 
4-5 to 2-10 clear, and set the scene for a nail-biting finish. During the 
next few minutes the Shamrocks earned a “65”, but Ger Fennelly’s 
effort went wide. By this time Clara’s efforts were frantic, because they 
knew time was against them. Into ‘lost time’ the challengers launched 
one last-ditch effort to save the match. Inter-county star Harry Ryan 
gained possession 30 yards out yo the right of the town end goal. He 

tried to force his way through, and from about 25 yards went for a 
point, which would have teen the equaliser.

Air-borne goal
But Ryan’s effort dropped short of the Shamrocks’ goal and Clara 
substitute Jot Casey dashed in, and, while airborne, forced the ball 
into the net. The Shamrocks immediately claimed the scorer was 
in the square. Referee Dinny Butler consulted with his umpires and 
then allowed the goal. As he made his way out the field, referee Butler 
was surrounded by protesting Shamrocks players, and he appeared 
to be punched in the face, although he warned no one nor took any 
names. The commotion continued after the final whistle and the 
referee was manhandled. And when Co. Board steward Hugh Ryan 
(Graignananagh) tried to restrain a man from interfering with the 
match official, he (Ryan) was punched and received a bloody nose. 
Afterwards the referee was protected in his dressingroom under the 
Stand, and uniformed Gardai were called to the scene. What a pity 
there had to be such a confused and unruly finish to what otherwise had 
been a good, entertaining final. There were plenty of exciting incidents 
to entertain the 10,000 attendance as the teams went wholeheartedly 
for victory and fortunes swayed to and fro.

By John Knox
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Explosive start
The match got off to an explosive start, and four goals were hammered 
home in the opening seven minutes. After only 20 seconds Liam 
Fennelly blasted a shot at the Clara goal. The ‘keeper blocked the 
shot, but then lost sight of the ball and Michael Kelly nipped in and 
goaled. The pace was breakneck during the next quarter, during which 
Clara got level, and then fell behind almost immediately. In the 6th 
minute a Shamrocks defender was penalised for holding full-forward 
Gerry Nolan, and Clara were awarded a penalty. Anthony Prendergast 
slammed the free shot low into the net (1-0 each). 

From the puck-out Shamrocks went on the attack. The ball was moved 
quickly to Liam Fennelly, who raced towards goal Although hotly 
pursued by two defenders, Fennelly booted the ball into the net. This 
happened within 30 seconds of the Clara goal. And before another 30 
seconds passed, Brendan Fennelly worked an opening for Michael 
Kelly to goal again (3-0 to 1-0). From here on, Clara chased, and just 
before half-time they got back level. By the time the interval had been 
reached, five players had been 
booked and, on an occasion or 
two, the referee seemed stretched 
to cope. Now and then a bit of bad 
blood crept into proceedings but, 
by and large,” the efforts were full-
blooded more than anything else. 
After that 7th minute Kelly goal, 
Clara hit unanswered points per 
Anthony Prendergast, Lester Ryan 
and Prendergast again to reduce 
the deficit to 1-3 to 3-0. All this 
time the challengers wing-back, 
Tom Ryan, was getting through 
powerful work, and with his 
colleagues kept the Shamrocks’ 
attackers well marshalled.

Hit the front
Ger Fennelly and Tom Ryan 
swopped points into the second 
quarter, and later Harry Ryan hit another one for the winners Three 
minutes off the break Gerry Nolan grabbed another, and just before the 

break Anthony Prendergast hit his third score to leave the teams level 
at 3-1 (S) to 1-7. 

Five minutes into the second half Clara hit the front for the first time. 
The half started with Ger Fennelly and Lester Ryan exchanging points. 
It was hard working and effective centre-forward Stephen Whearty 
who edged Clara clear, when he pointed (1-9 to 3-2). For a while 
Clara looked supreme, and their half-backs and midfield got on top, 
but they were unable to put a Jot of space between themselves and the 
Shamrocks. 

Lester Ryan did manage to extend Clara’s lead to two points when he 
sent the white flag flying. But in one of their few raids the Shamrocks 
goaled, and they made it look easy. Brendan Fennelly sent a lovely pass 
across goal from the right wing. He found Michael Kelly all alone near 
the far post, and the corner-forward had the simplist of tasks rounding 
off his hat-trick of goals (4-2 to 1-10).

For a few dodgy minutes, 
Clara’s inexperience 
at this level became 
glaringly obvious, and 
everything they did was 
in a hurried-and anxious 
manner. When Ger 
Fennelly -pointed a free 
for Shamrocks in the 43rd 
minute to extend their 
lead to 4-3 to 1-10, the 
Doubting Thomases who 
favoured Clara must have 
begun to lose faith. But 
bang on the end of the 
quarter Clara bounced out 
of the trough. Tom Ryan 
sent a mighty clearance 
from his own ‘40’. Harry 
Ryan moved in from the 
right and caught the ball 

in full flight He slipped between two defenders and goaled. Clara were 
in front again (2-10 to 4-3).

FIGURES OF THE GAME

Goals Points Wides Frees 70’s

FIRST HALF

CLARA 1 7 7 3 0

SHAMROCKS 3 1 4 1 0

SECOND HALF

CLARA 2 3 11 5 0

SHAMROCKS 1 4 5 6 1

TOTAL

CLARA 3 10 18 8 0

SHAMROCKS 4 5 9 7 1

Joe  Casey scores the historic winning goal.Joe  Casey scores the historic winning goal.
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Chances missed
During the next 10 minutes neither side managed to add to their total, 
and five chances were missed. First Lester Ryan sent wide from a 30-
yard free. At the other end Ger Fennelly did likewise from 10 yards 
further out. Anthony Prendergat and Ger and Liam Fennelly then saw 
shots miss the posts, and all of a sudden there were only five minutes 
left. But there was still plenty to happen.

Sean Fennelly blasted a ball out of the Shamrocks’ defence and 
it came to his brother, Michael, who was 
all alone 30 yards out in front of the 
Clara goal. Michael took his point 
and the teams were level for the 
fourth and final time. A minute 
later Brendan Fennelly hit a 
like score for the Shamrocks, 
but in the wind-up they had 
the carpet pulled from under 
their feet, and the Tom Walsh 
Cup taken from them.

What a pity things had to turn 
out as they did at the finish. 
The hurling was good and 
exciting. The commitment was 
total on both sides. And but for 
the conclusion, this would have 
been remembered as one of the good ones.

It was some achievement for Clara to win the title in their first final. 
They had many stars, men who were prepared to shed blood for the 
cause. If I single out Paddy Prendergast, Johnny Ryan, Tom Ryan, 
Kevin Ryan, Stephen Whearty, Lester Ryan and Anthony Prendergast 
as having done particularly well, it is only because it is expected of one, 
but truly this was a team success. 

As ever, Shamrocks proved hard to beat, even if some departments 
of the team didn’t function that well. What a terrible pity the reign 
of such distinguished champions had to end as it did. They deserved 
better, much better. They had their good men on the day, and none did 
better than Sean Fennelly, Watty Phelan in the early stages, Michael 
Fennelly, Brendan Fennelly who laid on two goals and Michael Kelly, 
who knocked home three.

The scorers
Clara: A. Prendergast (1-2, goal 

penalty), H. Ryan (1-1), Lester Ryan 
(0-4 frees), J. Casey (1-0); T. Ryan, 
S. Whearty, G. Nolan (0-1 each). 
Shamrocks: M. Kelly (3-0), L. 
Fennelly (1-0), G. Fennelly (0-3, 
frees), B. Fennelly, M. Fennelly (0-1 
each).

The teams
Clara — Liam Ryan, T. Lennon, 
Prendergast, T. O’Shea (capt.), K. 
Ryan, T. Ryan, B. Barcoe, T. Byrne, 
Pat Campion, S. Whearty, Lester 
Ryan, A. Prendergast, G. Nolan, H. 
Ryan. Sub.: J. Casey for Campion, 
52nd minute.

S h a m r o c k s : K. Fennelly, Paul Phelan, Frank Holohan, W. 
Phelan, T. Phelan, L. Long, S Fennelly, G. Fennelly, Pat Phelan, P. 
Lawlor, M. Fennelly, S. Reid, B. Fennelly, L. Fennelly, M. Kelly (capt.). 
Subs.: M. Dempsey for Kelly, 55th minute; S. Grace for Lawlor.

Referee: D. Butler (Threecastles). 

Enda McEvoy Writes

SOMETIMES fairy tales do happen! And in sport 
as much as in any other walk of life, a dream will 
occasionally, come marvellously true.

As half of Clara tore onto the pitch, you were left shaking your head and wondering just how they’d pulled 
it off on the day. Of course, they had always had the potential to go all the way every year since they 
came up from intermediate grade in 1982 ... I mean, how could a side with Harry, Lester, Anthony 
Prendergast and Stephen Whearty in their forward line not be contenders? Too often, though, Clara had 
thrown matches away through indiscipline, by being too macho, by hammering then opponents instead 
of the sliothar.

The arrival of Paddy Johnston early this year was just what was needed to get them hurling and bring out 
their undoubted class. They were my long-range fancy for the 1986 championship (yes, I know I kept 
that very quiet); despite this, they’d zoomed through the qualifiers in style, special highlights being Lester 
Ryan’s last-minute goal that earned victory against — ironically — the Shamrocks, and a super second-
half comeback inspired by Anthony Prendergast to earn both points agaInst the Fenians. Clara’s full-back 
line was exposed as less than comfortable in the first hall that day, a weakness to be immediately 
exploited by then opponents last Sunday.

As for Ballyhale Shamrocks, surely the Liverpool or the Kerry of the local hurling scene — well, the 
Fennellys and friends had not been too hot in the semi-final versus James Stephens, but as most realised, 
they were just taking it handy and trying to win while expending the minimum amount of effort. Which, 
of course, they did. The attendance for this very attractive-looking final, then, appeared to be one of the 
largest in the ‘Park in years — officially it was near 10,000, so you can draw your own conclusions from 
that. For the senior game, however, a number of requirements were necessary for the prospective viewer. 
A stout heart was one — everyone seemed to be saying beforehand that there would be “fair cuttin’ in 
this final”. No blood pressure was a must for those from Ballyhale and Clara.

But it was Clara’s day. And how!! Though they had the luck in the end, who would begrudge it to them? 
All were heroes, and places like The Pike, The Fox and Goose and Langton’s of Castlewarren might as well 
close up now because they’ll surely never do such trade again as they did this week.

Lester, Harry, Johnny and Kevin Ryan.Lester, Harry, Johnny and Kevin Ryan.

Tom O’Shea, Captain with the Tom Walsh CupTom O’Shea, Captain with the Tom Walsh Cup
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1987
November 6 1987

HISTORY AS GLENMORE WIN THRILLER

FOR SHEER DRAMA AND SUSTAINED ACTION THIS ONE TOPPED THE LOT

Glenmore  4-10   Shamrocks  3-9  

GLENMORE - KILKENNY COUNTY SH CHAMPIONS 1987
Back: Ray Heffernan, Des Ennett, Willie O’Connor, Paddy Murphy, Michael Phelan, Liam Walsh, Pat Barron, Des Heffernan.

Front: John Flynn, Michael Deady, Mick O’Connor, Christy Heffernan (Captain), John Heffernan, Seamus Boyle, Eddie O’Connor.

M ANY TIMES one has heard exuberant G.A.A. officials singing 
the praises of hurling, and scribing it as the greatest field game 
of them all. Not having seen “them all” at first hand, one was a 
bit sceptical, but having enjoyed to the full this gripping Kilkenny 
senior hurling final at Nowlan Park on Sunday, you just have to 
wonder. Perhaps, after all, hurling is the greatest of them all. 
Certainly it is one of the best, when played in the proper manner 
and spirit.

That was the treat for 11,000 lucky fans at Nowlan Park, a 
cracking final played in exemplary manner and spirit. At the end 
of it all, Glenmore carried the day, and wrote a new chapter in the 
G.A.A. records in the county, because this was their first senior 
hurling success.

The Shamrocks, six times winners in the past, have been 
involved in a few good deciders in their day, but for sheer drama 
and sustained action, this one topped the lot.

After a dazzling second quarter, during which centre-forward 
Michael Phelan ripped the heart out of the losers’ defence, 
Glenmore appeared set for an easy victory when they earned a 

3-6 to 1-4 lead into the break. When they hit three more scores 
per Ray Heffernan (2) and Mick O’Connor after the interval to
open up an 11 point advantage, the Shamrocks looked dead and 
buried.

Far from it. Like a sleeping volcano that suddenly erupts into life, 
the Shamrocks exploded, and during 13 minutes of brilliance 
they obliterated the arrears. With nine minutes remaining, and 
the teams together at 3-9 each, the match was in the melting-pot.

Initiative swung

The initiative had swung firmly in Shamrocks direction, and they 
had everything going for them. Glenmore had lost all sense 
of direction. Everyone was putting in maximum effort, but the 
winners were heading nowhere. Then skipper Christy Heffernan 
was moved from corner to centre-forward and he took charge of 
the ship. By the clever use of just two balls won in aerial duels, 
he steadied up the winners and pointed them in the direction of 
the winning post.

In the 57th minute the former All-Star grabbed the ball from the 

By John Knox
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sky on the Stand side about 10 yards out. He turned and passed 
along the right wing to his brother, Ray. The latter sprayed the 
ball across to the left wing and inside the ‘21’. Another Heffernan, 
John this time, won possession and raced along the end line. 
He somehow got in a shot. The ball went over — at an angle 
remember — the head of ‘keeper Jimmy Lalor and struck the 
right hand upright and fell back into play across the face of the 
goal. The inrushing John Flynn, in real Ian Rush style, booted the 
ball high into the net. Glenmore had halted the slide, and more or 
less won the match.

Christy Heffernan won another good aerial battle, and then 
another good pass to a better placed team mate, 90 seconds 
later. Those two catches brought all the self belief back into 
Glenmore, and fortified them for the finishing burst.

Following a 55th minute foul on Michael Phelan, ace free taker 
Ray Heffernan missed the target. Seconds later Shamrocks were
awarded a 21. Earlier they went for broke from one o f these, and 
hit the jackpot. Kevin Fennelly tried again, but blasted wide. Then 
in the 57th minute Ray Heffernan sealed Glenmore’s victory 
when he pointed a free from 45 yards.

In the dying stages both Ray Heffernan and Des Heffernan had 
shots wide of the mark, but by then Glenmore had won the day. 
The Tom Walsh Cup was theirs. 

Thrilling match

That was just the closing chapter in a thrill a minute match. The 
Shamrocks, some of them with heavy mileage on the clocks, 
refused to bow to years or the might of the opposition. Shamrocks 
went down fighting, with dignity and passion. Probably an heroic 
last stand for some.

The match got off to a flying start, and after just 60 seconds 
Liam Fennelly—he had Glenmore jittery every time he gained 
possession — and Ray Heffernan swopped points. The same 
Shamrocks man slipped through for a point in the 4th minute, 
before the winners had their first goal. Christy Heffernan and 
John Frynn prised open the defence with clever hand-passes, 
and from close, range Mick O’Connor palmed into the net (1-1 
to 0-2).

Christy Heffernan landed another free, before Shamrocks 
squared the scores. This time Liarn Fennelly managed to ruffle 
the defence and get a high delivery through. He ran on to the 
loose ball and rifled it past helpless ‘keeper Michael Deady (1-2 
each).

A point each later, they were still neck and-neck, but by this stage 
Glenmore had slipped into high gear. They tossed the ball around 
smartly, and used the hand pass with great purpose. They kept 
the play wide, and this gave centre-forward Michael Phelan 
plenty of room to exploit the lack of pace in the heart of the losers 
defence.

In the 44th minute, the nippy Phelan dashed through for a point 
(1-4 to 1-3), and within seconds Ray Heffernan raced through 
from the right wing at the town end and drove a rasper into 
the bottom left hand corner of the Shamrocks net (2-4 to 1-3). 
Glenmore followers went wild.

In the 17th minute came the fourth goal of the match. Michael 
Phelan made a piercing run through the Shamrocks defence.He 
drew the cover and from inside the 21, passed the ball over the 
heads of the advancing opposition. Inside, Christy Heffernan was 
all alone, and he swept the ball into the net. 

The Shamrocks took remedial action, and moved Frank Holohan 
to centre-back and Maurice Mason went to full. The Glenmore 

charge continued but slowly Holohan shored-up up the middle 
of the  losers’ defence. Two more scores from Ray Heffernan in 
reply to one from Paul Phelan left the winners with a commanding 
3-6 to 1-4 lead at half time. 

In the minutes immediately after the break, the Glenmore play 
was still sharp, fast and inventive, and the three scores moved 
mentioned earlier left them 3-9 to 1-4 clear in the 38th minute. 
There was little sign of a Shamrocks recovery. Then it happened.

Liam Fennelly was fouled, rather needlessly, to the left near the 
21. Kevin Fennelly decided to have a go. rather losers defence. 
Two more scores from Ray needlessly, to the left near the 21. 
The ball was stopped on the line, but as ‘keeper Michael Deady 
tried to get it into his hand, Liam Fennelly darted in and pulled. 
The ball ended in the net. The Shamrocks revival was underway. 
Still, Glenmore had eight points in hand. 

Tommy Phelan raced down the right wing for Shamrocks, but 
shot wide. They didn’t appear to mind. In the 42nd minute Michael 
Kelly worked hard to force his way inside the Glenmore 21. The 
whole defence appeared to surround him, and when he passed 
out to the right, Kevin Fennelly was all alone, and he slammed 
the ball into the net. Glenmore were five points clear, and they 
were getting anxious.

Before the end of the third quarter, Brendan Fennelly and Michael 
Dempsey had sliced points off the arrears (3-9 to 3-6). Shamrocks 
were definitely on top, but not to the degree their opponents had 
been in the opening half. By now, Glenmore’s anxiety had turned 
into panic, and everyone was dashing around working hard, 
but achieving nothing. The match was slipping from them. Pat 
Barron made a determined burst from midfield, but shot wide of 
the Shamrocks goal. That was Glenmore’s only break up the field 
in about five minutes. The Glenmore frustration was highlighted 
in the 47th minute when a hurley was thrown as Ger Fennelly got  
in a delivery from midfield. Referee Paschal Long awarded a free 
from where the ball landed, on the Glenmore 21. Kevin Fennelly 
pointed (3-9 to 3-7)

By the 51st minute, scores from Brendan and Kevin Fennelly had 
the teams level at 3-9 each. Shamrocks, with midfield tied up and
Frank Holohan commanding at centre-back, appeared to have 
it all going for them. After all, they had hit the last seven scores, 
and without reply.

Then Glenmore pulled off a master stroke and brought Christy 
Heffernan to centre forward. He kept his head when all around 
him were losing theirs, and with a few deft touches, he turned the 
tide. History was made.

There was no bitter disappointment in the Shamrocks dressing-
room afterwards. They had given it their all, and were satisfied 
with that. In attack, the Fennelly brothers, Liam, Kevin and 
Brendan gave this game the kiss of life when it seemed dead. At 
the back, what Frank Holohan achieved was on a par with any 
of his previous best deeds, and Watty Phelan and Sean Fennelly 
also performed heroically.

This day, November 1,1987 belonged to gutsy Glenmore. 
Inexperience of the big time, and the big time pressure, nearly 
cost them the title. They can thank their returned son from 
Blackrock (Cork), Christy Heffernan. In the end the things he did 
were simple. But then hurling is a simple game. What he did was 
he used his experience. It made the difference.

At their best, the new champions were reminiscent of Shamrocks 
in their prime — inventive, unpredictable and attractive to watch. 
At the back, Eddie O’Connor was in glorious form, and his 
pent-up energy shot him like a mainspring when bursting out oi 
defence. The close marking Seamus Boyle never gave an inch, 
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and Willie O’Connor was a fearless and inspiring centre-back. 
Des Ennett hit the high spots too, and at midfield Des Heffernan 
and Pat Barron won the lion’s share of possession. Michael 
Phelan threatened to win the match on his own in the opening 
period, when he was by far the best player on view. All did well up 
front, and even if he was the only one who failed to score, John 
Heffernan threw himself around in the most profitable fashion.

The scorers

Glenmore—R. Heffernan (1-8, seven points frees); M. O’Connor 
(1-1); C. Heffernan, J. Flynn (1-0 each); M. Phelan (0-1). 
Shamrocks — L. Fennelly (2-1), K. Fennelly (1-4, points frees); 
B. Fennelly (0-2); P. Phelan (0-1,65); M. Dempsey (0-1).

The teams

Glenmore — M. Deady, S. Boyle, P. Murphy, E. O’Connor, L. 
Walsh, W. O’Connor, D. Ennett, D. Heffernan, P. Barron, R. 
Heffernan, M. Phelan, J. Flynn, C. Heffernan, J. Heffernan, M. 
O’Connor. 

Shamrocks—J. Lawlor, M. Fennelly, F. Holohan, W. Phelan, P. 
Phelan, M. Mason, S. Fennelly, M. Dempsey, O. Fennelly, D. 
Fennelly, B. Fennelly, T,  Phelan, M. Kelly, L. Fennelly, K. Fennelly.

Referee—P. Long (Carrickshock). -

“WHERE to from here?” could well have 
been the thought going through the minds of 
Shamrocks (Ballyhale) officials in the wake 
of their senior hurling final defeat by gallant 
Glenmore

Shamrocks, Kilkenny’s most successful 
club in modern times, this year contested 
their ninth final in 10 years. An amazing run 
in itself, and the fact they won six Kilkenny 
championships, and two all Irelands (1981 
and 1984) in that time bears testimony to 
the class of their players Some reckon the 
November 1st county final was a last stand 
for one or two of the Shamrocks players who 
have served the club loyally down the years.
 
Perhaps age, and the wear and tear of years 
of hurling at the highest level caught up on 
a few of the Ballyhale side in the final, and 
when it came to mustering one last push, 
they just hadn’t got it left in them.

For all that, the Shamrocks went down with 
all guns blazing. They were as good in defeat 
this year as they had been during some of 
their half a dozen championship wins. What 
other team in Ireland would have taken up 
the chase to pull back 11 points with a little 
over 20 minutes of a county final left? Things 

must go wrong to fall 11 points behind in the 
first place, but then to think you could put 
it all right in 20 minutes takes some effort 
of mind and body. Yet that was precisely 
what the Shamrocks did They convinced 
themselves, somehow, that all was not lost, 
and for 13 dazzling minutes they swept their 
opponents off their feet and got back on 
level terms. It was a mighty effort. It nearly 
ended with another championship in the 
bag. 

But when Glenmore worked another goal to 
bring the Shamrocks seven scores in-a-row 
run to a halt, the losers just could not find 
enough in them to battle back.

DIDN’T COME BACK
Not that they raised the white flag 
immediately. That is not the Shamrocks way. 
In the closing stages of the match they were 
awarded a 21 yards free to the right of the 
town end goal Kevin Fenneily blasted for the 
big score. It didn’t come. Shamrocks didn’t 
come back. They were beaten in the end by 
four points. For the second consecutive year 
they lost the final

“Had we won this one, it would have been 
our greatest victory”, club chairman, Michael 

Hoyne conceded. “We were disappointed to 
lose, but al least there was some consolation 
in the fact we played very well’

In some ways what the Shamrocks achieved 
in getting to the final was amazing. On 
county final day, they had 21 playen listed 
in their panel. In truth, they worked off a lot 
less. Michael Fennelly, for most of the year 
a centreback, carried a leg injury in the 
semi-final and final. His was a success of 
mind over pain. Maurice Mason was hardly 
involved during the season, but yet when 
thrown in at the deep end in the semi-final 
against St. Martin’s he survived. He even 
starred.

That type of passion thrust Shamrocks to the 
top of club hurling in Kilkenny and Ireland 
during the past decade Without doubt, they 
will now shed one or two of the players 
who helped them to so much glory but the 
person who would write them off completely 
would be a fool.

(Kilkenny GAA Yearbook 1986)

Michael Phelan scores a point under pressure from Paul Phelan, Maurice Mason and Michael FennellyMichael Phelan scores a point under pressure from Paul Phelan, Maurice Mason and Michael Fennelly
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1996
October 25  1996

‘IRELANDS SURVIVE TWO THRILLERS!

FIRST VICTORY FOR GOWRAN

FOR SHEER DRAMA AND SUSTAINED ACTION THIS ONE TOPPED THE LOT

YOUNG IRELANDS - KILKENNY COUNTY SH CHAMPIONS 1996
Back Row:  Pat Drennan (Medic), Brian Farrell, Ciaran Carroll, David O’Neill, Toss Farrell, Alan O’Neill, John Kennedy.

Middle Row:  Charlie Carter (Selector), Kevin Fennelly(Trainer), Brian Treacy, James McDermott, Pat Farrell, Darragh Phelan, 
Pat Drea, Eoghan Farrell, Matty Byrne, Cathal Fitzgerald, Pat O’Neill, Tom Carroll, Eddie Power (Chairman).

Front Row:  Dick O’Neill (Selector), Charlie Carter, Ollie Carter, James Fitzgerald, Ciarán Phelan, DJ Carey (Capt), Martin Carey, 
Dick Carroll, Jack Carey, John Comerford (Secretary).

Mascot: Ronan Kennedy

DRAWN GAME:

WHAT A CRACKER!

YOUNG IRELANDS 2-10 JAMES STEPHENS 0-16
My Oh My, where do you start? The faithful was flummoxed after 
a helterskelter hurling ride that totally confused the senses.
Everyone had an excited opinion afterwards, tinged by the epic 
they had just witnessed, but few could immediately unravel what 
had been an intoxicating bundle of goodies.
In a jam-packed and nailbiting conclusion, both nearly lost it. And 
in double quick time, both nearly stole a victory too.
At the other end of the match, Young Irclands threatened lo 
throttle the opposition during a breath-taking opening. They 
launched a strong case for their first win.
And in mid-stream James Stephens moved with the sort of 
swagger you associate with winners, and champions They have 
won six times, the last in 1981.
The 102nd Kilkenny senior hurling final at Nowlan Park on 
Sunday was more, much more, than the doctor ordered for a 
proud county unsure of its current status m the national game. 

If the healthy class within the ranks of the two best clubs, which 
county finalists are supposed to be, is anything to go by, then 
Kilkenny need have no fear.
 
Shameful
At the end of a week when the GAA took a pasting for the 
shameful All-Ireland football final happenings, here was a decider 
as intense as you could imagine. Yet it was as sporting and fair 
as a Scouts jamboree. Passions ran high. Pride was lo the fore. 
Combatants were unrelenting in their desire. Through it all, skill 
was allowed blossom It was sport in the true Corinthian fashion. 
That peerless wielder of a camán, D J Carey lit up the opening 
skirmishes There is a style, beauty and incredible craft about his 
game that leaves him in a different galaxy to all others. For 20 
minutes or so, with the full support of his mischievious right hand 
man, Charlie Carter, he threatened to dismantle and bury the 
stunned ‘Village people’ 
The blitzkrieg forced ‘Stephens into a complete rethink about 
their sinking team. Three times in all the ‘Stephens mentors 
performed major surgery on their formation After each crucial 
reshuffle the superb handlers extracted that bit more from the 

By John Knox
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players. By the finish the team was transformed from a sinking 
crew into a near winning combination. 
Minutes before the start, Pat O’Neill passed a fitness lest on the 
field and took his place at full-back for ‘Irelands. As they opened 
against the fresh breeze they blew up a hurling storm, grabbed 
good scores and pushed the opposition to near breaking point.
Scoring rush
The deadly D.J. started the scoring rush with a pointed free in 
the second minute. About the same time further on Toss Farrell 
fielded magnificently a half-hit ball from flying midfielder, Ciarán 
Phelan and lofted a huge drive over the heads of the ‘Stephens 
full-back line. Totally exposed goalie Francis Cantwcll saw the 
danger, and sprinted from his line. The guardian was beaten to 
the ball by Charlie Carter, who one-handed it over the ‘keeper’s 
head and into the empty net.
Phelan, who ran midfield for a while, provided further possession 
that earned Charlie Carter a point, and his side a 1-2 to nil lead 
after a mere five minutes.
Sixty seconds further on Brian McEvoy, who only returned for 
the US a few weeks ago and was a huge asset for ‘Stephen’s, 
opened the Larchfield account with a point. The unerring Richard 
Manogue tacked on a pair of like scores following fouls or Philip 
Larkin.
However, at the end of the quarter ‘Irclands and the magical 
D.J. Carey conjured up a score that no one in the 14,100 crowd 
(official figure) could but admire. Charlie Carter worked the ball 
up the right wing. Carey sprinted away from his marker, threw 
a dummy hand-pass to wrongfoot a would-be second tackier 
before rifling an unstoppable shot to the net from an acute angle.
The difference was suddenly 2-2 to 0-3. ‘Stephens were in 
trouble. The ‘Irelands defence was giving nothing away. Phelan 
was taking the lion’s share of ball from mid-field. Toss Farrell was 
making good gains on the 40. And the zippy, play-anywhere, go-
everywhere Carey and Carter were tearing the opposing defence 
asunder.

Calmed frayed nerves
‘Stephens were glad 
of a point from Noel 
Bennan, which helped 
calm frayed nerves. In 
the 17th minute they 
might have goaled, 
when a dropping shot 
from John Scott was 
missed by advancing 
‘keeper, Martin Carey. 
The ball trickled wide 
of the right post. 
A minor 
score from 
a free by 
Philip Larkin drew a 
response from David 
O’Neill before ‘Stephens reshaped their side, Larkin was moved 
from midficld to centre-back. Liam O’Connor made the reverse 
journey. Brian McEvoy was .shifted to centre forward, and Peter 
Barry took over at centrefield. The changes steadied more than 
turned things around for the city lads. With Manogue punishing 
the opposition from every free shot, they inched their way back 
slowly. Five free scores from the deadly finishing Manogue 
helped Stephens cut the half-time arrears to 0-9 to 2-5. 
From the start of the new, half Philip Larkin was sent to police 
Carey, and usual full back Shane Doyle took over at centre-back. 
A bold move. A gamble even,
The latter absolutely  revelled in his new role, and turned in a 
storming closing half. With the supply to Carey cut to a mere 
trickle, Larkin was helped in his task Although Carey threw around 
some lovely passes and laid on two goal chances to colleagues, 
which were spurned, the combination ofc urbing measures 
taken helped blunt the county star’s outrageous influence on 

proceedings 
Against the elements and all, the city lads poured all over the 
opposition. Manogue and Liam O’Connor, with a mighty free from 
75 yards, shot the points that levelled the game at 2-5 to 0-11 
after 32 minutes.
With ‘Irelands totally out of it at midficld and struggling badly on 
the opposing 40, the pressure was now on them. They toiled to 
get the lead point through Toss Farrell, but Noel Brennan shot an 
excellent leveller under pressure in the 38th minute (2-6 to 0-12).
The next time someone hit the front it was ‘Stephens. Brian Leahy 
took the honours after a fine pass from the dogged Peter Barry. 
With ‘Irelands looking for Carey with every attack, their game 
became predictable and staid. In one sweeping move Pat O’Neill 
drilled a 40 yard pass to James Fit7gcrald, who in turned picked 
out the D J But the latter’s finishing effort missed the target.
Eventually with a pressure free from 65 yards in the 44th minute 
Carey equalised (0-13 to 2-7) Within seconds the same player 
won the lead for ‘ Irclands with a score from play, which prompted 
the opposition into another rethink.

Scoring returns
This time Tommy Fogarty and Barry Smith were sprung from the 
bench together, and the towering Liam O’Connor was shoved up 
to centre-forward. The scoring return came when a foul on John 
Scott earned Manogue a point to leave the teams together again 
(2-8 to 0-14). There were 10 minutes left.
Next time it was ‘Irelands who hit the front, via a point from 
Charlie Carter, after a strong burst forward by, and pass from, 
David O’Neill
With 90 seconds remaining Brian McEvoy shot the equaliser 
from 40 yards after picking up a wild clearance from the ‘Irelands 
defence During a sweat-inducing conclusion, McEvoy had a 
half chance of a point, and Liam O’Connor fell short with a long, 
long free.
The outcome was fair! There was heartbreak for neither side after 

one of the best finals 
in years. And we all 
get the opportunity 
to enjoy the encore. 
What could be better?
DJ Carey, Charlie 
Carter and Ciaran 
Phelan were 
outstanding during 
’Irclands powerful 
opening barrage. Toss 
Farrell, who was the 
targetfor every puck-
out, was very good 

too, while Pat 
Farrell, David 
O’Neill, Cathal 

Fitzgerald and Pat 
O’Neill didn’t do half 

bad either.
James Stephens have improved with every outing in the 
championship, and they went forward this time too. Martin Phelan 
and Brian McEvoy were tremendous throughout. Shane Doyle 
had an outstanding second half. Philip Larkin was a key man, 
and he proved his worth in a variety of positions. Peter Barry 
and the roving Liam Smith dug out possession quietly, but oh so 
effectively, while Malcolm Murphy and Noel Brennan, who one 
was surprised to see called ashore, showed their best when the 
pressure was really applied

The Scorers
James Stephens - R Manogue (0-7, frees), B McEvoy, N Brennan, 
B Leahy (0-2 each), L O’Connor (0-1, free), P _Lnrkin (0-1, free), 
L. Smith (0-1) 
Young Irelands  - D.J. Carey (1-5, three points frees), C Carter 
(1-3), T Farrell, D O’Neill (0-1 each). 

Michel Phelan scores a point under pressure from Paul Phelan, Maurice Mason and Michael FennellyMichel Phelan scores a point under pressure from Paul Phelan, Maurice Mason and Michael Fennelly
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REPLAY

THE GOAL THAT JACK SCORED!
YOUNG IRELANDS 3-9 , JAMES STEPHENS 2-10

A strong parish fulfilled its promise on Sunday by capturing its 
first ever Senior Hurling Cham- pionship in a thrilling replay at 
Nowlan Park.

The goal that broke the heart of James Stephens was worthy of 
the occasion.

The bustling Jack Carey from Young Irelands of Gowran showed 
great composure to slot the ball low to the net to break the 
deadlock which seemed destined to go into extra time. In truth, 
many neutrals at the game would have preferred another half 
hour of great entertainment but the master farrier decided that 
enough was enough

Some thought that Gowran had blown their chance of victory in 
the drawn game but they had other ideas and with D.J. taking 
two opportunist goals in the first half, they seemed destined to 
win with some ease.

The Village men, inspired by captain, Philip Larkin had other 
ideas and came back to level terms from a nine point deficit - 
with five minutes left.

The goal which won this game was classic. DJ. who was well 
shackled by Larkin, especially in the second half, got possession 
on the left wing, his inside ball found substitute Oliver Carter who 
hit a clever low ball to Charlie Carter.

Jack Carey, alive to the possibilities which this simple tap had 
created a run inside the full back line and Charlie’s hand pass 
was delivered with perfection. Francis Cantwell in the ViIIage 
goal made himself “big” to close down the angle but Jack Carey’s 
shot was low and true and into the net.

The game was far from over and that colossus of a man, Liam 
O’Connor, showing great heart, came downfield, collected a ball 
forty metres from goal and after breaking free, hit a fierce shot 
which Martin Carey watched go just over the cross bar.

Gowran, playing with a strong breeze in the first half, started 
hesitantly and It was that man Toss Farrell who settled their 
nerves. Although wearing No 11, he was gisen a roving co-
mission by team manager Kevin Fennelly and after starting at 
full forward for a few minutes came out the field. By the 14th 
minute he had scored three of his teams five epoints and he 
wasn’t finished.

A great catch by Farrell ended with the ball going to DJ. Referee 
Pal Dunphy deemed that Philip Larkin had fouled him and after 
Larkin made his displeasure known to the referee, the ball was 
moved goalwards. Again Larkin was penalised and the ball was 
moved another 10 metres for his objections to the free being 
awarded. The ball war now 20 metres out and directly in front 
of goal.

Would he go for a point? DJ. stepped up and the timing was so 
slow and deliberate that you sensed he was going for a goal. The 
ball flew high into the roof of the net and suddenly. Gowran had 
pulled ahead by six points

Charlie Carter with his deceptively fast stride broke free and 
added a point from play and it all seemed co be going wrong for 
James Stephens.

Worse was to come - a massive clearance by Pat O’Neill, from 
the heart of the Gowran defence, landed In front of the Village 
goal. A group of players sought the ball on the ground and It was 
DJ. who picked it up and again the referee deemed that he was 
fouled and awarded a penalty.

You can’t afford to give a man like DJ. chances in front of goal. 
He punished the indiscretion by scoring his second goal of the 
game.

All had changed, changed utterly - five minute previously, James 
Stephens were just three points down and playing well - now they 
were 10 points in arrears.

After D.J. sent over his only point from play, Vincent O’Brien, 
came forward from the Village half back line to send over a point 
and Richie Manogue ended the scoring with good point to leave 
the half time score. 2-7 to 0 4 in favour of Young Irelands

Brian Cody and his selectors realised that changes had to be 
made and they brought on dual player, John Grace, at the start 
of the second half. His introduction paid immediate dividends.He 
hit cross field to midfielder Brian McEvoy, whose shot seemed to 
be half blocked down but it kept its momentum and ended up in 
the back of the net.  Suddenly, there were just six points between 
the teams

A minute later Martin Carey made a good save in the Gowran 
goals and again John Groce gained possession and his cross 
field shot found Richie Manogue who shot over the bar for a good 
point. A foul on DJ. resulted in a pointed free from the Kilkenny 
captain-elect and this restored the Gowran team’s six point 
advantage.

For the next 11 minutes the village turned on the pressure and 
Richie Manogue was tor- mentor-in -chief. He scored two great 
points from play and penalised a Gowran indiscretion with a point 
from a free.

A great free from Philip Larkin went over the bar leaving a 
goal between the teams. With five minutes remaining, Gowran 
defenders failed to to clear the ball and Brian McEvoy ground 
stroke hopped into the net.

Something rare and magical was needed to break the dead-lock 
and the crowd held its breath.

Jack Carey’s goal was great in so many ways The number of 
Gowran players involved, the manner in which they refused to 
panic and the execution of the goal by Carey will linger on in my 
memory with other great sporting occasions.

Liam O’Connor, who seems to play better when his team is in 
trouble, came up field in search o! an equalising goal but his 
effort screeched over the cross bur and it was all over. The epic 
struggle between two fine, sporting and talented teams was over.

The pleasure generated by the players was enormous and when 
you consider that at least 15.000 people watched the match, you 
can feel proud of Kilkenny hurling and while numbers playing 
may be going down, the two game series between the Village 
and Gowran will do much to bolster the enthusiasm of hurting 
afficionados

Tlie result means that a new name will be added to the Senior 
Championship role of honour II also means that DJ. Carey will 
captain the county team and while Phillie Larkin would have 
made a good captain, DJ’s elevation will be welcomed. The 
county holds the Gowran marksman in high regard and in his 
victory speech is anything to go by, you can be sure that he will 
take his job seriously.

By Sean Keane
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There was a lot of debate about the Man of the Match but in 
truth no one player stuck out on the day. In the drawn game, 
I would have given the award to Ciarán Phelan of Gowran or 
Malcolm Murphy of James Stephens. However, on Sunday only 
two Gowran players were in the running - Toss Farrell and DJ.

But us a unit, I felt that the Gowran half back line was brilliant on 
Sunday, and the Farrell brothers were tigerish in defence.

Gowran are worthy champions and for a small parish with 
population limitations, their achievement is remarkable.

But for DJ Carey, Gowran would not be where it is today, but 
that should not take away from the rest of the team. Were it not 
for Pat O’Neill. Charlie Carter, the Farrells and the Fizgeralds, 
Gowran would not have won on Sunday.

The team scored just three limes in the second half and 
this mirrored their performance on the first day. However, 
their defence played well when it had to and they will be 
worthy representatives of the county in the Leinster Club 
Championship.

Martin Carey had a very good game as  had his. full back line 
while the half back line were dominani throughout. Ciarán 
Phelan never plays a bad game for his club and he was ably 
assisted on Sunday by James McDermott who cleared some 
vital ball in the second half.

Five of the six forwards scored and each played a part in the 
win. Toss Farrell managed to win a lot of ball from the puck oars 
and his three first ahalf points were vital.
DJ played a captain’s part while his brother Jack justified his 
selectionm and he is beginning to blossom into a fine hurler.

Charlie Carter has won many games, single-handedly for 
Gowran and was in the thick at things while James Fitzgerald 
worked hard through out.

It is no coincidence that Kevin Fennclly steered Gowran to 
Victory when they won the Intermediate Championship. He is a 
shrewd tactician and motivator.

Lest people forget, without James Stephens, Gowran would not 
be perceived as worthy champions. They went extremely close 

to winning and will acknowledge that the goal that beat  them 
was something special. The Village people are the proudest in 
the county and among the best supporters
Your heart would have to go out to Phillie Larkin. After getting 
on the wrong side of the referee, many players would have 
caved in.
Instead he gave a commanding performance and earned the 
respect of D.J. who mentioned him specifically in his Victory 
speech.

Only one of their six forwards scored last Sunday with midfielder 
Brian McEvoy coming in with 2-1.

It is difficult to fault the players, or the selectors and Jack 
Carey’s goal will no doubt be spoken about with a mixture of 
reverence and sadness in the coming months.

Referee Pat Dunphy had a good game while Village supporters 
will feel he was a little hard on Phillie Larkin. However, he 
played a significant part in the entertainment.

Scorers
Young Irelands: DJ Carey (2-4), T Farrell (0-3), J Carey (1-0), 
C Carter (0-1), J Fitzgerald (0-1)
James Stephens: B McEvoy (2-2), R Minogue (0-6), P Larkin 
(0-1), L O’Connor (0-1).

Teams
Young Irelands: Martin Carey, Cathal Fitzgerald, Pat O’Neill, 
Pat Farrell, Eoin Farrell, Pat Drea, Brian Farrell, Ciaran 
Phelan, James McDermott, James Fitzgerald, Toss Farrell, 
DJ Carey, Charlie Carter, Jack Carey, Dick Carroll.
Sub: Oliver Carter for Dick Carroll.

Drawn game: David O’Neill played in place of Dick Carroll. 
Subs: Alan O’Neill, Dick Carroll.

James Stephens: Francis Cantwell, Malcolm Murphy, Philip 
Larkin, Tobias White, Vinnie O’Brien, Shane Doyle, Martin 
Phelan, Peter Barry, Liam O’Connor, Brian McEvoy, Tommy 
Fogarty, Liam Smith, Brian Leahy, Richie Minogue, Noel 
Brennan.

Drawn game: Fielded the same team. Subs: Barry Smith for 
Vinnie O’ Brien, Tommy Fogarty for Noel Brennan.

JAMES STEPHENS - COUNTY SENIOR HURUNG FINAUSTS 1996
BACK: Richie Manogue, Tobias White, Liam O’Connor, Malcolm Murphy, Peter Barry, Brian McEvoy, Martin Phelan, Liam Smith, 

FRONT: Vinny O’Bren, Tommy Fogartay, Brian Leahy, Philip Larkin (Capt ), Francis Cantwell, Noel Brennan, Shane Doyle. 
MASCOTS: James Hennessy and Billy Walton
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1998
November 6 1998

GBC FINISH STRONG TO TAKE FIRST TITLE

EXCELLENT FINAL DECIDED IN LAST TEN MINUTES

Graigue-Ballycallan 1-14 Fenians 0-12 

GRAIGUE BALLYCALLAN - COUNTY SH CHAMPIONS 1998
Back: Joe Young, Paddy O’Dwyer, Tomas Comerford, Micheal Hoyne, John Hoyne, Tomas McCluskey, Adrian Ronan

Front: Tomás Dermody, Johnny Butler, Alan Hoyne, Damien Cleere (Captain), Jchnny Ronan, James Young, Paul Hoyne, Denis Byrne.

COOL and calculating Graigue-Ballycallan proved themsevles 
one hundred percent proof champions at Nowlan Park on Sun- 
day. They turned in an intoxicating display of assured hurling 
when they swept to their first senior championship success.

Not only that, they also maintained their unbeaten run. And 
even better, they wrapped-up handsomely the first League/
Championship double tn the county.

Brave Fenians (Johnstown) fell to their third defeat in the final 
during the last decade. But they doggedly drove the champions 
so hard and so far, that they too hit a height of performance 
seldom attained in recent times.

During the opening half the breeze assisted Fenians looked the 
better team. Unlucily for them, they conceded a soft goal 90 
seconds before the break. In one cruel stroke, a lot of their good 
eaxlier work was undone.

Superb spirit

It didn’t in the least affect their superb spirit, however The second 
half was a tense, gripping, thrilling and manly affair. Like two 
courageous boxers flaking it out toe-to-toe, the teams traded 
scoring punches until one could give no more. Five times the 
scores were level. Three times the lead changed hands.

Five minutes from the end Fenians had no more to give, in a 
scoring sense. A foul on Michael Hoyne earned Graigue-
Ballycallan captain, Damien Cleere a point from a free 45 yards 
in front of the country end goal. The champions edged 1-10 to 
0-12 clear.

After John Hoyne won a ‘65 and Cleere converted it in the 57th 
minute, the game began to finally edge away on the Fenians.

Silly foul

A silly foul on Joe Young gifted Damien Cleere and Graigue 
another point within a minute. And when Cleere snatched 
his fourth point in an amazing five minute but st to shoot the 
difference up to 1-13 to 0-12, it was all over.

By John Knox
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As if to underline the 
near fantasy level 
of their hurling and 
achievements this 
season, Graigue put 
m a flashy finish. John 
Hoyne drove in a ball 
from near midfield. 
That great target man, 
mobile full foward, Joe 
Young took the sliothar 
from the sky and dolled 
it confidently between 
the post A beautiful 
score. And a fitting 
postscript to what has 
been a magical season 
for the high-flying Sky 
Blues.

In previous rounds. 
Graigue poleaxed teams through the sheer might of their hurling 
More, much more, than hurl- ing skill alone was needed this time. 
Graigue had to show a sharp cutting edge, allied to steel-like 
nerves, to break sticky and sturdy opponents.

United

They really had it together as a tightly knit, disciplined and united 
outfit. And in the end it was the strength of the united effort more 
than the brilliance of individuals that earned the day.

Sure, captain Damien Cleere turned in a powerful finish, Adrian 
Ronan grabbed a vital goal, Johnny Butler made his corner a 
virtual ‘no go area’ once again. But the steadiness of goalie 
Johnny Ronan was crucial loo. As was the power and assurance 
of the impeccable Paddy O’Dwyer on the edge of the square; 
the equally efficient Tomás McCluskey as the pivotal defender; 
the determined driving play of brothers, Micheál and John Hoyne 
and the tormenting acrobatic exploits of an ever improving Joe 
Young in from of the opposing goal.

And one hasn’t even 
mentioned wing-backs. 
Tornás McCluskey, a great 
leader of the breaking 
ball, and Alan Hoyne, 
who made powerful 
contributions to the cause

The earlier than normal 
springing of Eddie 
O’Dwyer off the bench 
and into action around 
midfield, was another vita! 
move. Unity of purpose 
and intent was what this 
Graigue-Ballycallan win 
was all about.

Deadly finishing

Early on Fenians deadly 
finishing free taker, 

Brendan Ryan and Damien Cleere swopped points from frees. 
From there until the 27th minute, when they had a 0-7 to 0-3 lead, 
the Fenians looked the better team They gave the opposition 
nothing on their *40’. where James Carroll lorded it and all but 
bullied his 
way around.

Matty Walsh booted the Fenians into the lead in the fifth minute. 
Brendan Ryan added two more points before Dems Byrne got a 
rare look at the posts and sneaked a score for the winners (0-4 
to 0-2)

The hard grafting P.J. Delaney landed the next score before 
Brian Ryan landed the sixth one. Afterwards Tornás Dermody 
and Brendan Ryan traded minor scores to leave Fenians doing 
okay when 0-7 to 0-3 tn front.

Howevet, things went badly wrong for them approaching half-
time. Micheál Hoyne drove tn a free from midfield. The ball broke 
slightly to the right of Alan Behan’s goal. Adrian Ronan swiped 
at the sliothar. He didn’t make clean contact. Somehow the ball 

Action from County Final. From left: Matty Walsh, Tomás McClusky, Billy Purcell, Paul Hoyne, Kevin Power, Action from County Final. From left: Matty Walsh, Tomás McClusky, Billy Purcell, Paul Hoyne, Kevin Power, 
Johnny Butler, Tomás Comerford, and Paddy Dwyer.Johnny Butler, Tomás Comerford, and Paddy Dwyer.

Captain, Damien Cleere, receives the Tom Walsh Cup from Chairman, Captain, Damien Cleere, receives the Tom Walsh Cup from Chairman, 
John Healy, with Michael Saunders representing St Canice’s Crefit Union John Healy, with Michael Saunders representing St Canice’s Crefit Union 

(Sponsors).(Sponsors).
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limped into the Fenians net. The lucky effort sliced Fenians 
interval advantage to 0-7 to 1-3.

That scoreline told a bit of a lie. relative to the story of the game 
thus far. Although Fenians had the next score through PJ. 
Delaney, Graigue’s always simmering effort was slowly but surely 
beginning to come to the boil.

By the 40th minute they were back on terms. With his first touch 
of the ball, Eddie 
O’Dwyer created 
a chance which 
was well taken 
by Joe Young. 
Denis Byrne, 
after receiving 
from Adnan 
Ronan, posted the 
equaliser (0-8 to 
1-5).

Micheál Hoyne, 
after good work by 
Joe Young, won 
Graigue the lead for 
the first time in the 
41st minute. When 
Brendan Ryan 
landed a quick 
reply, the 10.000 
crowd appearer! to sense this was going to be a fight to the 
finish The Fenians won back the lead in brilliant fashion. Stephen 
Grehan charged through the heart of the winners’ defence. He 
drew three men. before slipping the bill) out to Brendan Ryan, 
who shot a great point (0-10 to 1-6).

Damien Cleere landed a class score to level things again. Then 
he won Graigue the lead. Brendan Ryan quickly earned Fenians 
parity. Damien Cleere, following a foul Eddie O’Dwyer, and 
Brendan Ryan, after Stephen Grehan was upended, left it all to 
play for (1-9 to 0-12) with seven minutes remaining.

Two minutes further on Graigue-Ballycallan hit the front. And they 
proceeded to drive away towards a famous victory.

As they say in the best of places, Fenians fought the good fight 
well. They surely did!

Brian Ryan was brilliant in his efforts to turn the tide. James 
Carroll and Brendan Ryan were stars too.

There was no shame in defeat for anyone in a game of this 
quality. Liam McEvoy, Gerry Quinlan, P.J. Ryan. Stephen Grehan 
and P.J. Delaney gave it their all. No more can honest men do!

The scorers

Graigue-Ballycallan 
- D Cleere (0-8. four 
frees, two 65s ), A 
Ronan (1-0), Joe 
Young, D. Byrne (0-2 
each), M Hoyne, T. 
Dermody (0-1 each) 
Fenians - Brendan 
Ryan (0-8. seven 
frees). PJ Delaney 
(0-2). Brian Ryan, M 
Walsh (0-1 each)

The teams

Graigue-Ballycallan 
- J. Ronan, J Butler, 
P. O’Dwyer, P 

Hoyne, T McCluskey, T Comerford, A Hoyne, James Young, 
M Hoyne, A Ronan, J Hoyne, D Cleere (Capt), T Dermody, J 
Young, D Byrne Sub: E O’Dwyer for T Dermody - 39th min.

Fenians - A Behan, G Quinlan, P Phelan. L McEvoy, B Power. 
PJ Ryan, J Carroll, D Garrett, S Grehan, Brian Ryan, M Walsh 
(Capt). Brendan Ryan, K Power, B Purcell, P.J. Delaney. 
Subs - P Delaney for Purcell 35th min. E Behan for Garren 
39th min.

Referee - P Dunphy (Carrigeen).

FENIANS (JOHNSTOWN) COUNTY SH FINALISTS 1998
Back: Paul Quinlan, Brian Power, Stephen Grehan, William Cleary, Declan Garrett, Paul Phelan, Billy Purcell, Gerry Quinlan,  

Brian Ryan, Owen Beehan, Kieran McEvoy, Ger Henderson, Martin Quinlan, Mick Phelan.
Front: Jason Ryan, JJ Delaney, PJ Delaney, Liam McEvoy, Kevin Power, PJ Delaney, Alan Behan, Mattie Walsh (capt), James Carroll, 

Brendan Ryan, Podge Delaney, Anthony McEvoy, John Loughlin, Jimmy Brennan.

Graigue Trainer, Jim Neary, in pensive mood.Graigue Trainer, Jim Neary, in pensive mood.
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2001
October 19 2001 

CHAMPS AT LAST!

DETERMINED AND FORCEFUL DISPLAY BY THE WINNERS

O’Loughlin Gaels 1-17 Graigue Ballycallan 1-6 

O’LOUGHLIN GAELS - KILKENNY SH COUNTY CHAMPIONS 2001
Back: Sean Dowling, Colin Furlong, Mickey Holohan, Brian Hogan, Martin Comerford, Jimmy Comerford, Barry Power..
Front: Nigel Skehan, Alan Geoghegan, Brian Dowling, Andy Comerford, Paul Cleere, Johnny Holohan, Brian Kelly, 

Brian Murphy

THE climb took over 30 years, but when O’Loughlin/Gaels finally 
made the ascent to the summit of Kilkenny hurling, they did so in 
the best tradition of flamboyant city slickers.

For this was more than a victory for O’Loughlin’s. It was a rout! A 
celebration of their painfully attained greatness.

Defending champions, GraiguefBallycallan had many a great 
day in the Credit Union senior hurling championship over the 
past four years. Perhaps this 106th Kilkenny final was a bridge 
too far for them after all the highs.

Whatever, at their best they were stretched to cope with eager 
beaver opponents. In the finishing straight, they were overrun. 

On Sunday; O’Loughln’s turned N owl an Park into their theatre of 
dreams. Their first Aylward Cup success could hardly have been 
better garnished. The pain of, and lessons learned during the 
defeat in last year’s final had a bearing on O’Loughlin’s approach. 
They were mean and keen, and went back from nothing.

Snapped hold

They snapped hold of the game from the off. They slowly but 
surely ground the life out of the opposition. The closing quarter 
was all but exhibition stuff from the new champions. They out-
scored the opposition seriously, by six points to one.

And when all the tallies were made and taken at the finish, there 
was one glittering nugget in the pile.. Graigue-Baflycaflan were 

By John Knox

Champions Graigue-Ballycallan and defeated finalists O’Loughlin’s both made it to the semifinal stage, where  they were joined by Glenmore and Erin’s 
Own.  In the semifinal 0’Loughlin’s scraped through against  Glenmore by a point 0-9 to 0-8. Awaiting them in the  final were last year’s champions, 
Graigue-Ballycallan,  who defeated Erin’s Own by 3-10 to 2-8. Therefore,  Graigue-Ballycallan were now appearing in their fourth  consecutive final., 

History - Kilkenny Senior Hurling County Finals by Dermot Kavanagh
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held scoreless from 
play. Remarkable!

There were half-dozen 
or so brief skirmishes 
during the game - three 
in quick succession 
during the third quarter 
- and five yellow 
cards brandished. 
Yet, it wasn’t a robust 
contest. In taking the 
game to the opposition, 
O’Loughlin’s didn’t 
stand on ceremony. 
They didn’t go back 
from anything. Neither 
did the opposition.

Tone set

The tone was set after 
only a minute, when 
an up-for-it Brian Kelly 
(O’Loughlin’s) and 
Damien Cleere (G.B 
) clashed. They were spoken to by the referee. No card was 
waved. Early on the teams traded points per Nigel Skehan (free) 
and Adrian Honan (free). Immediately, O’Loughlin’s keen edge 
was apparent. They were the ones who set the tone of the spicy 
exchanges.

Although John Hoyne proceeded to make some gains for Graigue 
on the 40’, they got little besides in this area, or in midfield. As a 
result, the supply of ball to the attack was inconsistent. Three first 
half scores (1-2) for Graigue was a reflection of the excellence of 
the win- ners’ defence, with Sean Dowling starring, more than the 
shortcomings of the losers.

After the early exchange of scores, O’Loughlin’s put two together 
per Nigel Skehan and Alan Geoghegan, after receiving a short 
free from Sean Dowling (0-3 to 0-1). 

Against the run of play, Graigue Ballycallan turned the tables in 

the 13th minute.

Sneaked goal

Following a foul on Adrian Ronan right in front of 
the country end goal and on the 21, the former 
county star sneaked a goal from a free (1-1 to 0-3).

The winners caught up with a point from a free 
by ace marksman, Nigel Skehan After they lost 
ground to a score from Damien Cleere from a free 
two yards beyond midfield, they bounced back to 
parity again. Andy Comerford did the business 
this time, after receiving the ball from his brother, 
Martin. 

In the run-up to the break, O’Loughlin’s had well 
worked scores from Jimmy Comerford and Nigel 
Skehan to go in at the rest 0-7 to 1-2 in front.

The winners really meant business after the turn. 
During a fiercely fought third quarter they broke 
the opposition. Within a minute of the restart, 
young Skehan (20) flashed over a point from a 
free following a foul on the hugely influential Martin 
Comerford.

Graigue Ballycallan posted a reply through Adrian Ronan after 
Tomás Dermody had been fouled in the 33rd minute. Shortly 
afterwards they had a penalty by Adrian Ronan saved. It was 
awarded following a foul on Eddie Brennan.

Escape

Sharp O’Loughlin’s made good their escape. In the 36th and 
37th minutes they sent the white flying. Brian Dowling won good 
possession before claiming the first point, and then Skehan was 
placed smartly by Dowling before shooting the other. (0-10 to 
1-3).

With little or nothing happening up front for them, Graigue began to 
look a bit ragged. Meanwhile, O’Loughlin’s continued to lengthen 
the dividing gap. In the 41st minute, Alan Geoghegan arrowed in a 
sidline cut from 50 yards on the left. The ball sailed over all heads 

Nigel Skehan (on the ground) scores O’Loughlins’ goal watched by Paul Dermody, Brian Kelly, Paddy O’Dwyer and James Ryall.Nigel Skehan (on the ground) scores O’Loughlins’ goal watched by Paul Dermody, Brian Kelly, Paddy O’Dwyer and James Ryall.

Brian Kelly and Damien Cleere contest a Brian Kelly and Damien Cleere contest a 
high ballhigh ball
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and deceived the backs. It came down to a dash for possession 
between goalie Paul Dermody and Nigel Skehan There was 
a tangle, a strong suspicion that Skehan had been fouled. A 
penalty? No 
whistle.

Skehan was 
e v e n t u a l l y 
fouled. He 
pointed the 21 
from in front 
of the posts. 
It was now 11 
scores against 
four (0-11 to 
1-3). 
The losers 
pulled back a 
minor score 
through Ronan 
before they 
were nailed in 
tne 44th minute.

Untidy affair

It was an 
untidy affair 
in front of the 
Graigue goal. 
Colin Furlong 
got in a shot 
from the right. 
The effort was 
half blocked 
by sticks and bodies. The ball somehow ended up in the net, 
off the rump of Nigel Skehan, apparently. While Graigue had 
the next score through Adnan Ronan, the fillip of the goal saw 
O’Loughlin’s take their game to a new level. They were feverish 
in their work all over the park. The boost of additional scores 
from Brian Kelly, a lovely effort from 40 yards on the left sideline 
after a cheeky over-head hand-pass from Alan Geoghegan, and 
Skehan encouraged them to maintain the high octane approach.

With the difference at 1-14 to 1-5 and just 10 minutes remaining, 

the lights were beginning to get dim for the losers. Graigue went in 
search of goals. When they were able to catch sight of the target, 
they found Paul Cleere between the posts for the winners in 

utterly defiant 
m o o d . 
Cleere was 
c a l m n e s s 
personified.

All over

He didn’t 
only execute 
saves, he 
i n s p i r e d 
those in front 
of him, and 
placed his 
c lea rances 
cleverly. His 
good work 
during this 
tense period 
was vitally 
i m p o r t a n t . 
When the 
goal the 
goat didn’t 
come, it was 
all over from 
Graigue.
 
This was 
some hurling 
show from 

O’Loughlin’s, possibly their best performance ever at senior 
level. The defence was tight and disciplined throughout, with 
Sean Dowling excellent. Midfielders Andy Comeford and Alan 
Geoghegan stepped up enormously on their grey form in the 
semi-final, and won the battle in this sector.
Up front young Nigel Skehan had a dream final. What other way 
could you describe a game in which he shot 1-9? Besides, there 
were stars aplenty. Brian Kelly was very good. Colin Furlong 
proved a good ball-winner on the edge of the square. Jimmy 
Comerford worked hard, and with a lot of success. Brian Dowling 

GRAIGUE/BALLYCALLAN - COUNTY SH FINALISTS 2001
Back: Johnny Butler, Tomás Comerford, James Ryall, Eddie O!Dwyer (Capt), Micheál Hoyne, John Hoyne, Paddy O!Dwyer, 

Dermot Hoyne, Alan Hoyne. 
Front: James Young, Damien Cleere, Adrian Ronan, Paul Dermody, Denis Byrne, Eddie Brennan, Tomás Dermody.

Sean Dowling, Barry Power and Paul Cleere watch Sean Dowling, Barry Power and Paul Cleere watch 
Adrian Ronan’s 21 yard free hit the net.Adrian Ronan’s 21 yard free hit the net.
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did plenty of nice things too.

However, the man who made most things happen in the winners 
attack was Martin Comerford. The tactical plan saw him placed 
at centre-forward.

Honest

He worked the midfield sector too. He was brave, honest, 
dangerous. This guy is a fair hurler. We could be seeing him 
wearing the county stripes in the not too distant future.

A tough climb since the beginning in 1969. But a most worthy 
entry in the fine history of the O’Loughlin Gaels club.

For whatever reason, Graigue’s efforts were laboured 
throughout. They never really matched their opponents hunger, 
or frenetic approach Johnny Butler and James Ryall held their 

own at the back. Eddie O’Dwyer had bright moments in midfield. 
Apart from John Hoyne, the attack never sparkled.

The scorers
O’Loughlin Gaels - N. Skehan (1-9, seven points frees). J. 
Comerford (0-2), A. Geoghegan (0-2, one free), A Comerford, 
B Kelly, M Comerford, B. Dowling (0-1 each).

Graigue Ballycallan A. Ronan (1-5, frees), D. Cleere (0-1, 
free). 

The teams
O’Loughlin/Gaels: 
P. Cleere, B. Power, M Holohan,  B.	 Murphy, J. 
Holohan, B Hogan, S Dowling, A. Comerford, A. Geoghegan, 
N. Skehan, C Furlong, B. Kelly, J Comerford, M. Comerford, 
B Dowinng. Sub: - D O’Dwyer for J Holohan

Graigue-Ballycallan:
P. Dermody, J. Butler, P. O’Dwyer, J. Ryall, D. Cleere, T. 
Comerford, A Hoyne, D. Hoyne, E. O’Dwyer, D. Byrne, J. 
Hoyne, E. Brennan, A. Ronan, M. Hoyne, T. Dermody. 
Subs: James Young for Dermody, G. Cleere for T. Comerford.

Referee: John Guinan (Lisdowney)
Attendance: 10,500

September 1 in Callan, quarter-final
O’Loughlin/Gaels 0-18 Dunnamaggin 2-12 (18 pts)
HT 0-10 to 1-7 (D)
Scorers – N. Skehan (0-10, eight frees); B. Dowling (0-2, one free); 
S. Dowling (0-2, one 65); A. Geoghegan, C. Furlong, M. Comerford, 
J. Comerford (0-1 each).

September 8 in Callan, quarter-final replay
O’Loughlin/Gaels 2-16 Dunnamaggin 1-10 
HT 1-9 to 0-6 (D)
Scorers – M. Comerford (1-3); N. Skehan (0-6, frees);  
B. Kelly (1-1); A. Geoghegan (0-2); A. Comerford, C. Furlong, B. 
Dowling (0-1 each); S. Dowling (0-1, free).

September 30 in Nowlan Park, semi-final
O’Loughlin/Gaels 0-12 Glenmore 0-11
HT 0-5 to 0-8 (G)
Scorers – N. Skehan (0-6, four frees); A. Geoghegan (0-2);  
S. Dowling (0-2, one 65); J. Comerford, B. Kelly (0-1 each).

October 14 in Nowlan Park, county final
O’Loughlin/Gaels 1-17 Graigue-Ballycallan 1-6 
HT 0-7 to 1-2 (G. B.) 
Scorers – N. Skehan (1-9, seven points frees); 
J. Comerford (0-2); A. Geoghegan (0-2, one free);  
A. Comerford, B. Kelly, M. Comerford, B. Dowling (0-1 each).

THE ROAD TO THE TOP
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ALL STARS 2025ALL STARS 2025

7 November 2025; Kilkenny hurlers Huw Lawlor and Mossie Keoghan with their PwC GAA/GPA All-Star Awards during the 2025 PwC GAA/GPA 7 November 2025; Kilkenny hurlers Huw Lawlor and Mossie Keoghan with their PwC GAA/GPA All-Star Awards during the 2025 PwC GAA/GPA 
All-Star Awards at the RDS in Dublin. Photo by Ramsey Cardy/Sportsfile All-Star Awards at the RDS in Dublin. Photo by Ramsey Cardy/Sportsfile 

Although Kilkenny were not fortunate to receive Camogie All Stars awrads this year, the above players were honoured with nominations:-Although Kilkenny were not fortunate to receive Camogie All Stars awrads this year, the above players were honoured with nominations:-
Katie Power, Laura Murphy and Laura Greene.Katie Power, Laura Murphy and Laura Greene.

Maith sibh arís, Maith sibh arís, 
Naomh Lachtain!Naomh Lachtain!
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Eugene Walsh, Rathealy, Tullaroan passed away on the 
8th January 2025.
Eugene was originally from Coolcullen and the eldest of 
12. He moved to Tullaroan in the late 1960’s where he 
farmed and done agricultural contract work.
He soon got involved in Tullaroan GAA Club. He was in-
volved in the development of the grounds and held various 
roles for the club over the years. The highlight being the
Chairman when they won the Senior Championship in 
1994. 
In his later years he represented the club at County board 
level. He was a regular visitor to Croke Park and a great 
supporter of Tullaroan GAA & Kilkenny GAA.

Eugene is survived by his wife Kathleen, daughters, son, 
brothers, sisters, sons in law, daughter in law, grandchil-
dren,.neighbours and friends.
Solas sioraí dó.

Joe Doyle, St Johns Place, Gowran passed away on Sep-
tember 21st, 2025 in his 93rd year. A great club support-
er, Joe was in attendance at the first meeting of the club 
when it was founded in 1952 &  was a member of the first 
Club Committee elected at the time.  

He hurled with the club in the 1950s and was on the first 
Gowran team to reach a County Final in 1957. He was a 
selector with the 1964 Junior Championship winning team 
and was delighted to attend a gathering of surviving mem-
bers of that team in December 2024. 

We extend our sympathy to his daughters Mary, Ann & 
Helen and their families.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilis.

Martin Carey, Ballybur, Cuffesgrange & formerly The De-
mesne, Gowran  passed away on  November 15th, 2024.
Martin played on Young Ireland’s teams throughout the 
1970s and served as Club Secretary from 1975 - 1977. 
Following his marriage to Liz,  he moved to live in Ballybur. 
He was a loyal Young Irelands & Kilkenny supporter in reg-
ular attendance at matches at club and county level.
We extend our sympathy to his wife Liz, daughters Aideen 
and  Roisin, his son Eoin, his sister Peg Muldowney & the 
extended Carey family.
Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis

Billy (William) Murphy of Hillahowth, Brownsford, Tullogher, 
passed to his eternal reward on 22nd December 2024, 
in his 94th year.
He was a stalworth with Tullogher Rosbercon, playing both 
hurling and football for the club. And before there was any 
hurling team in the Tullogher club he won a Junior County 
Hurling Final with our neighboring  club Glenmore in 1953.
While playing with Tullogher he was on the 1957 team that 
won the first ever Junior Hurling County Final. He played 
senior hurling from 1958 to 1967, playing in Tullogher’s 
only Senior Hurling County Final in 1963 against Fresh-
ford. His last game was a County Semi-Final against Tho-
mastown in 1967. 
He was also a very good footballer and represented 
Kilkenny numerous times. He won his first Junior Football 
County Final with St Canice’s Rosbercon in 1955. And 
captained Tullogher to win the Senior County Football Final 
in 1962 playing at center back.
He served the club as a team mentor and selector for a 
long period. He was also a County Intermediate Hurling 
mentor and selector from 1970 to 1971. 
Billy dedicated his life to farming and was on the Local 
Glanbia (Tirlan) Committee for a long number of years.
Billy is survived by wife Mary, sons Richard, Willie-John, 
Michael and Andy, daughters Maureen, Mag and Noreen, 
extended family and relatives. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.

.

William (Billy) Walsh, Drumcondra, Dublin and Tullaroan, 
Kilkenny.

William Walsh died on the 20th May 2025 aged only 
65, living a full and active life which was a great shock to 
everyone who knew him. He was a proud Tullaroan and 
Kilkenny man and won a junior championship in 1983 
playing alongside his brothers Dick and Michael and many 
cousins. In Carlow College he won an All-Ireland B final 
and when moving to work and live in Dublin, he linked 
up with Whitehall Colmcille, playing hurling for them and 
also working on the administrative side of the club, making 
many life-long friends. He also helped out with the Dublin 
branch of the Kilkenny supporters club and Croke Park 
was a big part of his life, whilst living up the road in Drum-
condra. 
He played with the Kilkenny minor team in 1978, los-
ing out to Cork in the All-Ireland final.  It was with great 
satisfaction that he witnessed his nephews Tommy and 
Padraig  and nieces Grace and Miriam win All-Irelands 
with Kilkenny. Another great moment was seeing Tullaroan 
win the All-Ireland intermediate final in Croke Park in 2020. 
Over many years he brought golf teams to the Tullaroan 
GAA Golf Classic in Rathdowney Golf Club. Family was 
very important to William, organising meet-ups whenever 
possible. He will be sorely missed by his wife Moira, sons 
Mark and Karl, Daughters in Law, Dawn and Ciara, his four 
grandchildren, brothers, sisters, nephews, nieces, aunts, 
sisters in law, brothers in law and many friends and work 
colleagues from all his employments.

 Ar Dheis Dé go raibh anam dilis

Dick Bolger (1929–2025)
Founding Member & Lifelong Supporter of The Row-
er-Inistioge GAA.
Dick Bolger was a pillar of The Rower-Inistioge GAA Club 
and a lifelong contributor to Gaelic games in Kilkenny. A 
founder member of the club in 1955, he played right half-
back in its first ever adult competitive match.
In 1956, Dick became the first Rower-Inistioge man to win 

Joe Doyle

Martin Carey

Billy Murphy

Dick Bolger

       
Billy Walsh

IN IOTHLAINN DÉ
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Tom Henebery Thomas Delehunty

Billy Costigan

Mick Fleming

Liam Clohosey

Billy McDonald

an All-Ireland medal, scoring the winning goal for Kilkenny 
in the All-Ireland Junior Final against London.
He played a key role off the pitch as well, serving as a 
selector for the club’s 1968 Senior County Championship 
winning team and for Kilkenny’s 1969 All-Ireland-winning 
side. He remained deeply involved throughout the 1970s 
and 80s, shaping the club’s development and mentoring 
new generations of players.
Dick’s dedication extended beyond official roles, his pres-
ence at matches, training, and meetings was a constant. 
His passion for the GAA and his community left a lasting 
mark on the club and all who knew him.

Kilmacow  club would like to send its condolences to the 
family of Mick Fleming. Mick was a member the Kilmacow 
Team that won the Junior Championship in 1956, in the 
same year he won the All Ireland Junior title with Kilkenny.
 
In 1959 Mick lined out at centre half forward in the All 
Ireland senior hurling final for Kilkenny against Waterford, 
his direct opponent that day was Martin Óg Morrissey who 
sadly passed away earlier this week also.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis

Kilmacow Hurling & Football Club are saddened to hear of 
the passing of Liam Clohosey.
Liam was a long-time member and a very proud supporter 
of the club. Born in Tullaroan, Liam never forgot his roots, 
and often spoke so lovingly of his native Tullaroan, but it 
was Kilmacow that would benefit from his love of GAA 
and he played with Kilmacow in the 1960’s. His proudest 
Kilmacow hurling years were to be had from the sidelines, 
proudly watching his two grandsons, Ryan & Eoin McK-
enna, line out for Kilmacow, following their hurling careers 
right through their juvenile years to adult. But it was Liam’s 
unwavering passion for our club and the interest he had 
in all the players and their teams throughout the years that 
stole our hearts. Many of our players will have very fond 
memories of Liam supporting them at their matches and 
giving them the motivational team talk from time to time. 
He will be very sadly missed from the sidelines. May Liam 
rest in peace. Ar dheis dé go raibh a anam dнlis.
The club would like to extend their deepest condolences 
to Rita, Elizabeth, Colette, Nuala & Elaine, extended family, 
grandchildren, relatives, his farming community and to his 
many wonderful friends.   Our thoughts and prayers are 
with you all.  

The parish of Mooncoin was shocked and saddened by 
the sudden and untimely passing of Tom Henebery at the 
age of 69 on July 16th this year.  His large and represen-
tative funeral was testament to the high regard in which he 
was held, both near and far, and members of Mooncoin 
GAA Club lined the main street of the village in a guard of 
honour as they bid farewell to one of their own. 

Tom was a great hurler in his day, playing senior for Moon-
coin as a centre forward from the age of 18 until into his 
30s.  On the field, he was fast, brave and never backed 
down from a challenge, traits that he carried with him off 
the pitch to the end. He often spoke about marking the 
great Hendersons from Johnstown, Morris Mason from 
Ballyhale and Paddy Prendergast from Clara, but seeing 
his son Paul in the Mooncoin and Kilkenny jerseys was the 
highlight of his career. 

He would go anywhere to a match, both club and coun-
ty, and his shouts of encouragement to the players could 
be heard all over the pitch.  Tom managed the Mooncoin 
Camogie Team for a few years, taking them to the County 
Final in ’97, and in 2018, he was a selector for one of 
Mooncoin’s mens’ Junior teams, who won their County 
Final that year. Tom was a big, generous and loving pres-
ence whose warm-hearted energy could fill a room.  He 
was hilariously funny, endlessly hardworking, and always 
thinking ahead — a man who built, dreamed, and cared 
with equal passion. 

Tom leaves behind his beloved wife Jean, his daughters 
Anna, Emma, Niamh, and Geena, his sons John and Paul, 
his brothers Nicolas and Michael, and his many adored 
grandchildren. He is, and will always be, sorely missed by 
all of his family and friends.	

Kilmacow club was saddened to learn of the passing of 
former player Billy McDonald.

Everyone from Kilmacow GAA would like to extend our 
sincere condolences to Billy’s wife Kay, children Tanya, 
Paul, Annemarie, Laura & Caitiriona, his grandchild and 
extended family & friends.

Ar a dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis

Thomas (Tommy) Delahunty Luffany Mooncoin, died on 
the 14th July 2025.  He was born on the 23rd July 1948 
and farmed in Luffany all his life.  He was heavily involved in 
many organisations in Mooncoin Parish. He was a mem-
ber of the Mooncoin GAA Club, he served on the exec-
utive committee and was also chairman of the Juvenile 
Club for a number of years.  There wasn’t a match that 
Mooncoin or Kilkenny played that he wasn’t at, regardless 
of the venue.
He was also a Bord na nOg delegate before he took on 
the role of vice chairman of Bord na nOg accumulating in 
27 years dedication to Kilkenny GAA, which he loved.  He 
was also a selector with Kilkenny U14 Tony Forristal teams 
and also a selector with the Kilkenny Minor Team that won 
the All Ireland in 1993.
Tommy is predeceased by his daughter Ann, his parents, 
his sister’s Nora and Peggy.  He is sadly missed by his wife 
Mary, his sister Sr. Agnese (Nellie), sons Eamon, Patrick, 
Nicholas, daughter Brenda, sons in law Ned and Shane,  
daughters in law, Mary, Catherine and Michelle, grandchil-
dren, neighbours and his many friends.

St Martin’s GAA Club and Muckalee Football Club, lost 
one our club Stalwarts, Billy Costigan, after a brave battle 
with illness ironically on the night of our AGM Nov 22nd 
2024. Billy was a true clubman all his life in every sense 
of the word, from his time as a player, administrator and 
supporter.
Billy was a founder member of St Martin’s GAA and the 
first chairman when the club was formed in 1982. He also 
served a second term as chairman, He was a selector 
on our 1984 senior county championship winning teams. 
Billy was involved with many teams in the club over the 
years including senior football championship winning 
teams in early 2000s.
Billy was known for his great character and sense of hu-
mour and you would always be guaranteed a joke or story 
and he would strike up a song or two with little encour-
agement.
He will be missed by all who knew him and his presence 
on the sideline will also be missed. 
The club passes its sympathies to Mary, Deirdre and 
Mairead on the sad passing of Billy.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam.
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SENIOR HURLING MINOR HURLING

COUNTY SH C’SHIP FINAL Shamrocks  Ballyhale  1-18
O’Loughlin Gaels  0-12 MINOR “A” C’SHIP FINAL Dicksboro 3-20

James Stephens 2-17

SH LEAGUE FINAL O’Loughlin Gaels 1-19
Thomastown 0-17 MINOR “B” C’SHIP FINAL Carrickshock 2-23

Rower Inistioge 3-14

SH SHIELD FINAL Mullinavat 2-19 (a..e.t. & pens)
Glenmore  0-25 MINOR “C” C’SHIP FINAL Kilmacow 0-21

Bennettsbridge 1-9 

BYRNE CUP Dicksboro 5-22
Tullaroan 1-18 MINOR “D” C’SHIP FINAL None Played

SH RELEGATION FINAL Graigue Ballycallan 3-18
Lisdowney 1-10 MINOR “A” LEAGUE FINAL James Stephens 3-25

Danesfort 2-14

INTERMEDIATE HURLING MINOR “B” LEAGUE FINAL Lisdowney 2-15
Piltown 0-14

COUNTY IH C’SHIP FINAL Danesfort  2-20
James Stephens 1-16 MINOR “C” LEAGUE FINAL James Stephens (B) 2-18

Kilmacow 1-8

IH LEAGUE FINAL James Stephens 1-23
Danesfort 0-17 MINOR “D” LEAGUE FINAL None Played

IH SHIELD FINAL Dunnamaggin 0-17
Young Irelands 1-9 U16 HURLING

AYLWARD CUP      Tullogher Rosbercon 3-22
  St Lachtain’s 3-21 U16 ‘A” C’SHIP FINAL Dicksboro 1-15

James Stephens 1-12

IH RELEGATION FINAL St Martin’s 2-11
Fenians 0-15 U16  “B” C’SHIP FINAL Mooncoin 1-13

Carrickshock 0-13

JUNIOR HURLING U16  “C” C’SHIP FINAL Piltown  6-18
Erin’s Own  3-7

COUNTY JH C’SHIP FINAL Barrow Rangers 2-22
O’Loughlin Gaels  3-17 U16  “D” C’SHIP FINAL None

  JH LEAGUE  FINAL Conahy Shamrocks 2-23 (a..e.t. & pens)
Kilmacow 3-20 U16  “A” LEAGUE FINAL John Lockes 2-21

Dicksboro 3-9

 JH C’SHIP SECTION B LGE FINAL O’Loughlin Gaels 1-17
Thomastown 1-10 U16  “B” LEAGUE FINAL Young Irelands 3-17

Kilmacow 4-13

ALL COUNTY JH LEAGUE FINAL Piltown 3-23
John Lockes 1-17 U16  “C” LEAGUE FINAL Galmoy Windgap 2-20

Piltown 3-16

JH ‘A’ C’SHIP FINAL Tullaroan  0-23
Threecastles 2-10    U16  “D” LEAGUE FINAL None

JH ‘B’ C’SHIP FINAL Glenmore 2-16
Tullogher Rosbercon  0-19 FÉILE NA nGAEL

JH ‘C’ C’SHIP FINAL Kilmacow 1-18
Piltown 2-13

FEILE UNDER 15 DIVISION 1 
(PADDY GRACE CUP) FINAL

St Lachtain’s  0-8
John Lockes 0-5

JH ‘D’ C’SHIP FINAL Erin’s Own 0-23
Mooncoin 2-11 FEILE UNDER 15 DIVISION 2 FINAL Kilmacow 2-9

Galmoy/Windgap 4-2

JH ‘E’ C’SHIP FINAL  Young Irelands 2-13
Dunnamaggin 1-15 FEILE UNDER 15 DIVISION 3 FINAL Lisdowney  1-7

Tullaroan 0-4

JH ‘F’ C’SHIP FINAL Tullogher Rosbercon  3-15
Mullinavat 1-18 U14 HURLING

JH ‘A’ LEAGUE FINAL Dunnamaggin 2-14  
Shamrocks Ballyhale 1-16 U14 ‘A” C’SHIP FINAL James Stephens 4-17

Dicksboro 2-12

JH ‘B’ LEAGUE FINAL Glenmore 3-18
St Lachtain’s 1-16 U14  “B” C’SHIP FINAL St Martin’s 0-15

Piltown 2-6

JH ‘C’ LEAGUE FINAL Piltown 3-17
Lisdowney 3-13 U14  “C” C’SHIP FINAL Tullogher Rosbercon  5-14

Barrow Rangers 5-10

JH ‘D’ LEAGUE FINAL Erin’s Own 3-20
Dicksboro 0-15 U14  “D” C’SHIP FINAL O’Loughlin Gaels 5-8

Mooncoin 0-3

JH ‘E’ LEAGUE FINAL  Dunnamaggin 0-18
 O’Loughlin Gaels 1-10 U14  “A” LEAGUE FINAL James Stephens 3-14 (a.e.t & pens)

Dunnamaggin 2-17

JH ‘F’ LEAGUE FINAL St Lachtain’s 0-20
Tullogher Rosbercon  0-18 U14  “B” LEAGUE FINAL Danesfort 1-13

St Martin’s 2-9

FENNELLY CUP Mt Leinster Rangers 2-26
Lisdowney 0-10 U14  “C” LEAGUE FINAL Lisdowney 3-17

Tullogher Rosbercon 3-10

CAHILL CUP Dicksboro 1-19
Kilmacow 2-14 U14  “D” LEAGUE FINAL James Stephens “B” 7-9

Mooncoin “B” 6-5

ADULT FOOTBALL

U21 HURLING 2025 SF C’SHIP FINAL Mullinavat 1-21
Mooncoin 0-14

U21 ROINN A FINAL Dicksboro V Graigue Ballycallan IF C’SHIP FINAL Glenmore 2-19
Graignamanagh 3-8

U21 ROINN B FINAL Emeralds v Erin’s Own JF C’SHIP FINAL Tullaroan 0-21
Bennettsbridge 1-12

U21 ROINN C FINAL In Progress SF LEAGUE FINAL Mooncoin 3-8
Dicksboro 1-13

U21 ROINN D FINAL In Progress IF LEAGUE FINAL None

U21 ROINN E FINAL  No Competition JF LEAGUE FINAL Bennettsbridge 0-12
Tullaroan 1-7

SF RELEGATION FINAL Clara v Conahy Shamrocks

RESULTS  2025RESULTS  2025

Results 2025.indd   1Results 2025.indd   1 16/11/2025   21:5716/11/2025   21:57



U14 FOOTBALL MINOR FOOTBALL

U14F   “A” FINAL Young Irelands 4-12
O’Loughlin Gaels  3-10 MF  “A” CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL James Stephens 3-16

Kilmoganny 1-10

U14F   “B” FINAL St Martin’s 1-14
Piltown 2-10 MF  “B” CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL St Martin’s 3-15

Graignamanagh 2-9

U14F   “C” FINAL Lisdowney 7-4
B & W’s 2-5 MF  “C” CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL Bennettsbridge  4-7

Railyard GFC  3-4

U14F  “A” LEAGUE FINAL Young Irelands 7-6
O’Loughlin Gaels  1-8 U16 FOOTBALL

U14F  “B” LEAGUE FINAL Piltown 3-7
St Martin’s 4-3 U16F  “A” FINAL

 In ProgressU14F  “C” LEAGUE FINAL Kilmoganny 4-7
Mullinavat 2-3 U16F  “B” FINAL

U16F  “C” FINAL

ADULT CAMOGIE RESULTS 2025
MICHAEL LYNG MOTORS HYUNDAI SENIOR CAMOGIE KILKENNY RIVER COURT JUNIOR CAMOGIE

COUNTY SC FINAL Dicksboro 1-14
Piltown 0-12 JUNIOR FINAL  Dicksboro 1-13

John Lockes 1-12

SUMMER LEAGUE FINAL                            Dicksboro 3-15
Thomastown 0-7 JUNIOR B FINAL Slieverue v   Erin’s Own 

To be Played

LEAGUE FINAL                           Piltown 1-10
Dicksboro 0-12 SUMMER LEAGUE FINAL Carrickshock 0-12

Piltown 0-7

SUMMER SHIELD LEAGUE FINAL                         Young Irelands 3-17
Windgap 4-9                                                           LEAGUE FINAL  John Lockes 2-15

Carrickshock 0-5

SHIELD LEAGUE FINAL                         Tullaroan 3-12
St Martin’s 3-8 JUNIOR C SUMMER LEAGUE FINAL   James Stephens 1-19 

Mooncoin 3-4

RELEGATION FINAL O’Loughlin Gaels 0-16
Rower Inistioge 1-6 JUNIOR C FINAL To be Played

INTERMEDIATE CAMOGIE JUNIOR C FINAL To be Played

COUNTY IC FINAL Danesfort 2-10
Mooncoin 2-3 SUMMER SHIELD LEAGUE FINAL        St Mullins 4-12

Kilmacow 4-9

ALL COUNTY LEAGUE FINAL Barrow Rangers 0-18
Emeralds 1-13 JUNIOR SHIELD FINAL       Dicksboro 2-17

Blacks & Whites 2-5

LEAGUE FINAL  Barrow Rangers  2-8
Danesfort 2-12 CALTEC U22 CAMOGIE

SUMMER SHIELD LEAGUE FINAL Mount Leinster Rangers 2-13
Lisdowney 3-5 Not played at time of going to Print

SHIELD LEAGUE FINAL  Mooncoin 2-11
St Lachtain’s 0-15
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the marb le  c i ty  bar

66 h igh s t reet  k i lkenny

l a n g t o n s

kilkenny ireland    

enjoy the excellent cuisine of

tel 353 56 7765133     fax 353 56 7763693
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